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A. 

SPECIAL COEl'iITTEE ON PALESTINE 

COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED DURING THE 
PERIOD 19 JULY - 26 AUGUST 1947 

ORIGHlA.T.,:EMGLISH 

Note: .The cormnunications listed· below do not include corrJI1Unications 
which have been issued as documents, or written testL~ony in 
the form of letters already distributed to the Special 
Comrr~ttee. (Previous communications received by the Cor:unittee 
were listed in documents A/ AC,13/NC/ 6, . A/ AC,13/NC/6/Add,l, 
A/ AC ,13/NC/33, A/AC,13/NC/35, A/ AC.13/NC/46, and A/AC.13/NC/64,) 

Communications .Submitting Memoranda. 

1. Letter dated 26 June 1947 from ll.r. Zalrnon Berul, New York, enclosing 

a memorandum entitled 11 Partition of Paiestine in _Law and Justice". 

The author's main purpose is to protest against the proclam-3.tion 

of independence of Trans-Jordan, which he considers a geographical 

term for the Eastern :i:a,rt of Palestine. 

2. Letter dated 30 June 1947 from Er, Bernard A. Rosenblatt, New York, 

enclosing a memorandum on a federal union of Palestine, 

3, Letter dated 4 July 1947 from Professo~ I. Elazari-Volcani, Rehovoth, 

enclosing two copies of a paper on the 11Agricultural Research Station, 

Rehovoth", read at the Conf.erence on Eiddle East Agricu::.tural 

Development, Cairo, February 1944, 

4. Letter dated 7 July 1947 from the Central Agudath Israel, J erusalem, 

enclosing a memorandum protesting against the refusal of the 

Government to accord recogni tion to the orthodox Jewish community 

in Palestine. The memorandum further suggests that the Gcvernment 

of Palestine should be asked to (a) confer on the R~bbin~te of 

Agudath Israel the jurisdiction of a religious court (simi:iar to that 

conferred on the Chief Rabbinate of the Va ad Letuni), and (b) 

/authorize 
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authorize manbers of the Agudath Israel to register charitable 

trusts at a Special Charita.ble Trust Office attached to their 

Rabbinate., 

5. Letter dated s · July 1947 from Dr. Arthur r.:eissner, Sao Paulo, sub

mitting a pa.per in which he suggests that the Palestine probl em could 

be solved by establishing a small Jewish 11motherland 11• in Palestine 

arrl putting at the disposal of the Jet.rs a 11colony11 ·in Africa to 

which n.11. f'.uture Jewish i..'Ilraigration .should be directed. The author 

argues that Province Lindi, in the . southern part of Tanganyika, would 

be suite.ble for ' thi.9- purpose·, 

6. Letter dated 11 July 1947 from tr. M. Aharon, Tel Aviv, enclosing a 

memorandum. in Hebrew which the author submitted to the. Royal 

·cormnission. He asks thllt it be brought to the attention of the 

Committee. 

?. Letter dated J.7 July 1947. from Mr. Gustav Kahn, H-:1Ua, enclosing a 

pamphlet entitled 11 Palestine, Your Questions Answered", published by 

the American Jewish Co;r.mittee, New Yorko (A memorandum presented to 

the Commi tt.ee by the American Jewish Conmri.t tee was transmitted to 

members in New York)-. 

8. Letter de.ted 30 July 19h7 from Agdas Israel World Oq;anise.tion, 

Lortlon, trammitting one copy ?-f a printed memorandum entitled "The 

Jewish PeopJ.e and Pelestine11 • This consists of a statement and 

evidence presented to the Anglo--American Comm.itte_e of Inquiry, and 

is now submitted to the SpecitJJ. Committee. (Previ_ous memoranda from 

Agudas Israel were circulated to members of the Committee on 19 June 

and ·2 July; 194?) • . ,, 

9, Letter datP.d 30 July 1947 from Dr, Ifayer Ebner, Tel Aviv, enclosing 
. . ' . . 

· a m~morllI'ldUlll entitled "Fo.!' a. Dualistin , -- not ': Bi-.fJational Palestine 

(Unity f otwithstanding Partition)'' • The author, who was formerly 

chairman of the Jewish tfo.tion<',l Party in the R~ian Parliament, 

/sugg~sts 
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suggests two sovereign states with a common customs union and cites 

the example of thEl. Austro-Hungaria.h monarchy. · 

10.: Eernorandum submi:tted on 1 August 1947 by Er. John Fitzgerald, 
• r • • • • · • 

Secre.tarr of the Proportional Representation Society of Great Britain, 
\ . 

London. The tit~e of this pa.per is "Safeguards for the Represent

ation. of hajori ty and Minority Opinions". 

11. Let~er dated l August 1947 from Hr. Solomon Zeitlin, Philadelphia, 

enclosing page- proofs of his article on "Jewish Rights in Palestine" 

to be J?Ublished. in the Octob~r issue of the Jewish Quarterly Review. 

12. Letter. dated · 2 August 1947 from Er, John E. Bitar, Director of the 

"Encyclopedia for the International Press", Beirut, submitting a 

copy of his testimony presented to the Anglo-AmericM Committee 

urging that Palestine should becore an independent Arab State. 

13, Memorandum submitted on 5 Jmgust 1947 by Br. John Fitzgerald (see 10 

above) examining t'he constitution of Switzerland with a view to 

considering the question of its possible application to Palestine. 

14, Letter dated 11 August 19'47 from Colonel S.F. Newcombe, London, sub-

. mitting a memo,r~nduril stressing (a) that .!;.he National Home has already 

been established; (b) that in the first lforld '.lar the :,rabs stopped 

fighting for · tre ;nlied cause when they heard indirectly of the 

Balfour Declaration arrl only reco=enced when Commander Hogarth 

explained to. King Hussein that the National home was 11non-econor::1H, 

and non-political"; (c) that the 1939 1·lhite Paper was based on the 
. . 

findings of the Naughant Committee set up to consider the McMahon 

➔:- • 
correspondence arrl not. on a policy of appeasement; (d) that the 

solution of the Palestine problem would be for all countries to take 

t~~ir share of Je,ush irnrnigrants ready to become citizens of those 

states, and that a territory such as Dutch Guicn.1 should be set · - : :; 
. . 

aside l;or those Jews who feel bound by race into a no.ti.on~ (Colonel 
I • 

Newc·ombe is a secretary of the General Asian Society ar:d 'one of the 

le;.,ding supporters of the Arab cause in Britain). 

-~ Cmd 5974 
/B. Co~unic~tions 
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Bo Communications ·Presenting Petitions . 

lo Letter dated 22 June 1947 from parents of boys and gi rls detained in 

Latrun and other camps, appealing 'to the Committee to int er vene with a 

view to obtaining t heir release. 

2 . Letter dated 23 June 1947 f r om 22 residents of French Carmel,Pl,'flbeetiftr 
i 

against their eviction from their homes arrl requesting the Committee 

· to approach the Government of Pale·stine on their behalf. 

3. Letter dated 24 June 1947 from I~r . . Y. Weissman, Tel Aviv, who writes 

on behalf of himse'-J and of thousands of other persons who entered 

Palestine illegally, wer e subsequently released from detention but are 

uriable to .obtain Palestinian citizenshi~. The Committee is asked to 

approach the Administration in the matter. 

4. Letter dated 30 June _1947 from Miss Ju9ith Strick. Tel ,\viv, asking t he 

Committee to assist her fiance, formerly a soldier in the Greek army 

and now in a displaced persons camp at Sal zburg, to immigrate t o 

Palestine . 

5. Letter ·dated 6 July 1947 from S/Sgt. M. Steinbruch, Aber gavenny,1'/ales, 

asking the Committee to intervene with the Mministration in order that 

· he may immigrate to Palestine where he wishes t o support hi s mother. · 

The writer is a German refugee aged 22, and served with the British 

Army in Italy and Germany. The British Army has agreed to consider 

·arranging his conveyance to Palestine, sho.uld_ an immigration certificate 

be forthcoming. 

6. Letter dated 8 July 1947 from Hr . Arye Itt.i 1el , Jerusal em, .who owns 

some l and which was requisitioned by the Army during the War • . Half 

the rent he receive; is deducted for land truces, and he is anxious for 

the land to be vacated by the Army. No action has been taken on his 

nnny applications, and he begs the Committee to intercede on his behalf. 

7. Let ter dated 8 July 1947 from Er. Y. Kauftheil, Tel Aviv, who writes 
. , 

on. behalf of himself arrl of thousands of other persons who entered 

Palestine illegally, were subsequentl y r~leased from detention but 

/are unable 
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are unable to obtain Palestinian citizens~ip. The Cor:-r.~ttee is 

asked to approach the Administration in the rratter: 

8. 111tter dated 13 July 1947 fi'o~ E;s. Heni i:eisehs, Tel :,viv, begging 

the Comnittee to assist her to obtain an immigration certificate 

I 

for her one remaini~g relation.,. her brother, who fought in the 

Polish and Russian ·armies· throu/jlout the Har> and is now in a 

displaced persons camp in Italy~ 

9. Letter dated 14 July .'1947 frora Mr. Jacob Phisher Petah- Tiqvah , , 

asking the Committee t,., assist him in obta.ining an immigration 

certificate for his brother and fahily who are in Austria and are 
; 

the sole sur-vivors of his family in Europe., . 

10. Letter dated 14 July 1947 frora 11:rs, Sure Steinbruch, Tel Aviv, 

appealing for assi~}ance· in obtaining rn irnnigration certificate for 

her only son whor:i. she needs to help support her j_n her old age, 

11. Letter -dated 15 July 1947 from }Ir. Leo:'. Levin, 'rel Avi··:---, explaining 

that he is un!'lblc to find emplo;y:nent, _is becoming _submerged in 

debt and begging the Co!IlJ11ittee to assist him in emigration from 

·Palestine. 

12. Letter dated 15 July 1947 from Er. N. Schmidt, acting President of 
. ' - . . 

the Ger~~n Templers in Palestine, Jerusalem, describing his organ-

·,':tzation~ explaining that about 300 of its members of whom about ll0 

are over 60 ye~rs old are in internment ca~ps, and requesting the 

Committee's help in (1) setting these persons free; (2) assisting 

them to. become Pale.stini:m sub;jects if they choose; (J) recovering 

their property and (4) eho.bling those who cannot earn their living 

in Palestine to -erri.igrate to Leb-~non. 

13. Letter from l-ir. M•=.mn.hem Garbut, Hadar Color.:{, requesting the 

Commit tee Is as::c;istance in obtaining the papers necessary for him to 

retu rn t<J his birthpl~co in Stolin, Pol~nd~ 

/14c Lette~ from . 
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14. Letter from Hr. I,fi.N. Hazan, .Tel Aviv, explaining that since being_ 

discharged from work two years ngo he has been unable to find 

em~loyment to support his wife and seven children and appealing to 

the Conrnittee to investigate his case and help him~ 

C. Other Communications. 

1. Letter dated 15 June 1947 from the Union of Rabbis, Jewish Central 

Committee of U.S. Zone, Austria,,. Sa.lzburg, transmitting a resolution 

urging the United lfo.tions to restore Palestine to the Jewish people, 

2. Letter dated 19 June 1947 from the General Secretary cf the Iqbal 

.Ac.'1.demy, Rang-oon, transmit.ting a resolution adopted on 17 June a~ a 

mass meeting of Hussalmans in Rangoon. · The resolution expresses 

confidence in the Arab Higher Committee, condemns the pro-Zionist 

policy of Britain and America am urges the United Nations to do 

justice in Palestine, 

3. Lett·er dated 23 June 1947 from the New Jersey Chapter of the Young 

Progressive Citizens of America, Newark, transmitting a resolution 

calling for the relinquishment of the Mandate by Great Britain, the 

settlement of the Palestine ' problem by the Jews and .Arabs thenselves, 

and the opening of all countries to immigration of displaced persons• 

4, Letter dated 24 June 1947 from ¥.r. Maurice B. Vick, Chicago, 

enclosing a copy of an advertisement by the United Jewish Appeal 

published· in the 11New York T:i.l!les" of 24 June, reproducing General 

McNarney's ·report on the crisis facing the Jews of Europe. 

5. Letter from the Council of Jewish Private ilgriculture, Tel ,lviv, 

enclosing a series of resolution :t"O- aericultural 'questions• 

/6, Telcgrrun 



A/ ~.c .lJ/NC/86 
pnge 7 

Telegram dated 30 June l9li-7 addressed to the Secretary-

General by Rabbis Karnlern and Ifnachem, New York, expressing 

the wish that the Com'Uittee visit displaced persons camps 

and the Arab countries., 
' . 

7. Telegram dated l July 1947 from a group of residents of · 

Ramleh, protesting against a ,statement alleged to have been 

made by the Assistant ~istrict Com'Uissioner, Jaffa, to the 

effect that the Lydda District was opposed to the boycott 

o.f the Committee" The. writers affirm wholehearted support 

for the Arab High e r Com'Tlittee ., 

8 .- · Letter dated 2 July 191+'/ from Mr. \•LJ .Fo Hannemann, 

suggesting that Jewish displaced persons should be sent to 

the ·Jewish Republic of Birobidjan where, the wri t,er states, 

they would be welcomed and . could be easily accomodated. 

9. Letter dated 3 July 1947 from the Federal Council of the 

Ch::-ches of Christ in Amer:Lca, convering a resolution 

adopted by the Council's Executive Co'nmittee on 1 July. 

The resolution expresses concern thnt the Holy Land should 

be subject to internal discord and to violence .gnd affirris 

that Chri stiahs, as well B s Jews end Hosl ems share 

responsibility for pres9rving peace _in Palestine. 

lC. Letter dated 3 July 1947 from Jewish Political Prisoners, 

Central Prison Acre, urging (a) that prisoners who are 

members of the Underground should be given the status of 

prisoners of war; (b) that an international body be set 

up to ensure that the above recom~endation be carried out: 

The writers enumerate eleven instances of alleged atroci

ties : comfuitted by the Britim forces in Palestine, and 

describe in particular the incidents on l~ rfoy 1947 at 

Acre pd. son_., 

/11, Letter dated 
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11. ' Letter dated 3 July 1947 from the New Englarrl Zionist 

, Region, transmitting a r e solution adopted by delegates of 
over i6 ,000 Zionists in New Englan::I calling for the 

establishment of a Jewish Commonweal th in Palestine, 

· through United Nations action. 
' ' 

12. Letter ·d·ated 5 July 1947 from the Secret hrab Organization 

for Saving Palestine, putting the bla111e for the present 

impasse· jointly on British imperialism and· Zionism. The 

letter calls for the total evacuation of Palestine by 

Britain ~nd the selection by the Internatioral Court of 

Justice of three judges (American , British and Rus si:.n) 

who would be responsible for dissolving the Jewish 
' / ' ' 

Agency and the Arab High Executive, for disarming all 

· Ar~b and Jewish orgnnizations, ancj. for establishing an 

elected parliament of :\rab and Jewish representatives. 

Jewish immigration vould be regulated according t 6 an· 

a nnual quot,:; established by the Inte~:::lational Refugee 

Organization. · 

.13. Letter dated 10 July 1947 from the Freedom Defence 

Co'lJmittee, London, expressing regr et And concern at the 

decision of the Comrnittee not to examine ,i:id:ivi-:iual cases 

of cletainees . or take ,my _:-iction on .their behalf ,, 

14. _Le-tter dated 10 July 1947 from ~~r . Clive Garsia, London, 

enclosing a copy, . of his letter to the London "Times" on 
' ' ' 

10' Tfuy outlining a possible set tlet"flent for the Fales tine 

problel11 based on the principle that democrrl.tic justice 

. re0uires recog~it ion of' the right of self-r,etermin:-'l tj_on, 

. nnd t hat this · right belongs to the Arabs of Palestine. 

His plan calls for a s"lall Jewish Stnte, a &'e·w sauare 

"liles in extent; the rest of P::ilestine beco'lling "n 

incl epend ent Arab Stc1 te • The two St q tes would ,form a. 

custo'.!1S uniono 

/15, Tel egram 
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15. Telegram dated 16 July 1947 from the p3.rents of Jewish 

· political Prisnn"'rs, Tel-Aviv, -'lsking tl-ie Col'llrriittee to 

· visit the prisons- and study conditions therein. 

16 • Telegram dated 17 July 1947, from the Yiddish •~ri ters 

Union, New York, urging th,'lt the United Nations cal 1 the 

Lebanese Government to account for its "flngrant violation 

of the United Nations Charter" in barring Jewish 

correspondents from accompanying the CoTTJmittee to Beirut. 

1 7 • Telegram dated 20 July 1947 from the Central Committee of 

all Zionist Par.ties, 'Pol,md, prates.ting against British 

action regarding the "Exodus" and urging the Co1'1l"llittee to 

open Palestine to Jewish imigration. 

· 18. Lett~r dated 20 July 194 7 frorn Dr. A. r,Jerber, Jerusalem, 

e'llphF.lsizing the iMportnnce of solving the water problem 
' 

in Palestine. 

19. Tel·egram dated 21 July 1947 from the Central Corrifl'littee 

of Jewish Refugees in Italy prot0sting agn inst Briti!:h 

action regrird ing the "Exodus 11 <:md urging the United 

Nations to open Palestine to Jewish i'llrnigration. 

20. Telegram dated 23 July 1947 fr.om inm-'ltes of ~ispl;:iced 

Persons Camp, Turin, protesting against Briti_sh action 

regarding the "Exodus" and calling on the Committee to 

open Palestine to Jewish immigration. 

21. Letter received 23 July 1947 frol'll Jewish -detainees 3.t 

Latrun, surveying tpe application of the E!"l0rgency 

Regulations in Pal es tine and th0:ir rope rcus sions, :i.nd 

calling for th~ir abolition. The hope is expressed that 

the Col'lll'llittee woul<l visit the detention camps ~nd make 

direct co~tacts with the detainees. 

22 . Telegram dated 23 July 1947 froJTJ the Patriotic Co"1niittee 

-of the Lebanon, voicing ::ipprehension of Zionist expan

sion in Palestine. 

/23. Teleg r3.m 



A/AC;,_J.J/rc/86 · 
pa~e · 10 · . . : 

. ·- ' . 

23. Telegram dated 25 July 1947 frorn the Central Conimittee of 
. . . . . 

the Bulgn rian Zionist _Orga nizatio!i, · ~ofia, protesting 
' • • •• ·' • ' ? . 

against the British act\o~ regc1_rcl ing the "Exodus" .and . 

urging the Co~mittee to intervene in the matter. 

24 . Telegram ·date·d ?5 July 1'947 from .1'fr. Vahid !-fizrahy , 

· representative o+' the Je~sh Co?'!Jmunity. in the · Syrian 

Parliament , · stress:ing that Jews }:lave iived happily 

together with· J>ther com'Tlunities in Syria for centuries 

and that the proclamation of Palestine as an independent 

state will provide th~ ,only solution to the present 

p:o bler>1. 

2 5. Telegram dated 26 July 1947 fro"ll deleg9.tes representing 

2 5000 Jewish displaced persons ~n the British Zone of 

Ger!Tlany, · urging the Co"ll"littee t o .visit their ca'llfs. 

26 . Letter dated 29 July 1947 fro_'ll 'fr. - R, T. Ledger , A'T!'!'lan, 

sur:-;:;esting that the United Nations reco"lmendations re-. -
garding P'llestine shoulr be cnrried out by the local 

hends of' the three :i-i:iin religions, 'lssisted by an 

Advisory Corn::riittee · and. wo1;king in_ conjunction with an 

elected Legislative Council of two cha,nbers, laY!'len and 
' - . 

ecclesiasticals . 

Telegram dated Jl August 1947 from the Lebanon National 
' .. 

Block Party, Sofnr, welcoming the announcement of the 

Co"l"litt·ee I s visit to the Le_banon but declaring that the 

present Lebanese Government do~s not · r~present the 

nation nnd was irregularlv . ~lected on 25 Moy 1947 . 

28. Telegram dated 1 August 1947 fro_m the , American Jewish 

co~"littee , · New York, condemning ~he murder of two Epglish 

soldiers by Palestinian terrorists a~ · '1n act of un

justifiabl,; l::iwlAl'l~nP$S rin<i: hmtali~y wholly 9.t variance 

. with Jewish traditions a.,,d prejudicial to 11 sane solution 

of the Palestine problem •. 

29 ./Telegram 



29, Telegra'.'1 dated 2 August 1947 -fro"l the Jewish Gen tri.l 

Co"l~ittee, U.S. Zone, Austria, Salzburg, welco"ling the 

Co"l"littee I s decision to visit the ca!'!Jps. 

JO. .- Telegr'lm dated 2 .~ugust 1947 fro'll the Je"l"r.i.sh Refu;;i:ees of 

I~,ly, Rome, welco"lin~ the Co"l!'!Jitteers ctecision to visit 

the c'lrnps Hnc urging thnt the Co"'l"littee visit Italy. 

31; Telegram d!!.ted 5 August 1947 from the United Zionists 

Revisionists ·forld Headquarters, Paris, con:' enning the 

arrests of Jewish mayors and revisionist leaders o.nd the 

declaration of Betar as an il_legal organization as a 

violation of the United Natior:i,s 1. appeal for peace in 

Palestine. The Co!'llrnittee 1s intervention is requested to 

prevent, ag?;ravation of conflict. 

32 _, Telegram dated 8 August 1947 requesting that the ncl!'l'};S of 

the President and Secretary 0f' the Centrnl Committee 0f 

Liberated Jews 1 ·Berlin, be arlded to the memorandum sub

mitted by the Central Co'll"littee in the U.S. 1 British and 

French Zones or Ger~any, 8nd in Austria and Ital7. (This 

l'!le!"lorandull'\ was <listributed to the Co"ltTJittee on 31 July 

1947). 

33. Letter dated 11 August 1947 fro"l the Council of Jewish 

Coin'1lunities in Bohe111ia -'lnd 'foravia, Prague, subr.iitting a 

resolution J.G<-pted by representatives of· all grou_p, of 

Czechoslovak Jewry protesting ag~inst British action 

regarding the 11 Exodus 11 ,.the hanging of the three 

concte:nned men in Acre prison, anct the reprisals following 

the murder of the two British soldiers. 

34. · Letter .dated 15 . August 1947 from· the Del.egation of 

Re:tug8e5 ·. in Switzerland, Geneva, drawing the Com~1ittee 's 

atten.tion tot he· aspirations cf 2000 Jewish refugees who, 

out of the total nu'l'.lber of 6000 Jewish refugees in 

Switzerland, wish to go to Pal es tine• 

3 5 ./Thfrty-cight 



A/AC.13/NC/86 
page 12 

35. Thirty-eight miscellaneous letters offering solutions 

to the Palestine problem. :mcl. setting forth individual 

viewpoints thereon. 

36. Sixty postcards r eceived _up to 20 July 1947 stating that 

the British Army is torturing the Jewish popula tion and 

endangering .the s ecurity of Palestine. -- The United 

Nations is urgef. t ~ bring about the eva cuation of the 

British Army · from Palestine. (The tot~l number · of 

these postca rds r ecei_ved by the Committee during its 

stay in Palestine was 6856~) 


