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The following letter ha_s been_ recci ved from the Executive Office of 
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The Chaiman~ 
United tfations Special Cor:nittee 
on Palestine, 
Palais des Nations~ 
Geneva. 

S i r , 

The Exec-uti ve of the Zionist 
Organisation/The Jewish ,\gcncy 
for• Palestine 

Gen.eve, i,ugust 23rd, 1947 •. 
37, quai Hilson 

I n view of the fact that. the deliberations of the Committee appear to 
be reaching a decisive s t age, I find it necessary to address to you the 

· .fo llow:i. fl.g corrnnunication. 
. J 

The Jewish ,tgency is- deeply concerned lest its insiste.--:ce on the 
imperative nec essity for a Jewish State in Palestine should give rise to the 
impressi·on that the Jews would be prepared to accept any scheme of partition 
provided pnly i t gave them statehood. There could be n~ graver misconception 
of the posit;i.on. The prirnary vital need of the Jewish people is for an 
adequate area, such as would ren:l.er possible a com_orehensi ve developl?lent 
and settl err:ent programme and cnsur e the absorpti on of large-scale 'im.':lir:ration. 
,:, solution not providing for such large-scale _absorption of i.r;,nier ants would 
not meet the burning issue of the homeless Jews of Euro~, nor would it solve 
the problem of . the Je1rtis·h people ' s future. . For tr:e issue to be met, the 
Jewish State r.mst comprise the areas where Jeuish settlei:ient has alread,y 
been i n pr ogr ess as well as areas capable of further large- scal e development . ­

' ·The -two under-cultivated n.nd under-p~pulated areas which of fer room for 
suts tan ti al agricultural development are the Negev, particularl y its north e r r: 

' ps, r t , and the whole of Gal ilee. The inclusi on of both in the Jewish State 
is thus indispensable. :u1other essential condition is the inclusion of 
the Je1-i:i.sh µ,.rt of maiern Jerusalan. 

I Dust 'rnke it clear that the principle of partition has not been 
m fi.ciaJ.ly endorsed by the go~crnint; bo<iie s of the . Jewish _·,e;ency. The 
Executive believes that t here is· a fair prospect or· a scheme for the 

/ establishnent 



;,/Ac .13/NC/85 · .. 
Page 2 :.• ;._ ~-

. '-

establishment of a Je"vrish State in part of Palestine securing the necessary 
rodorsement if: the concrete scl1eme proposed were, territorially an:! otherwise, 
of such character as to secure the fulfil!.lent of the vital needs of the 
Jewish people D.S indic1ted above , · Il, ·on the· other hnnd, the area of the 
Jewish State were reduced to such pro.portions as would cripple further: 
progress iri terms of the absorption· of imnigre.nts· and thefr. settlement on 
the land, the statehood to :l:io .conferred on the Jews .will ·be regarded by 
then as dev.oid of any renl substance and. there would be no prospect 
of the seiher..e being -supported. by any r.e·sponsibl_e· Je,.,,,1.sh qua_r-ter·. ·. 

. ' . 

;,ttentior, -may i'iore ·be' dfawn to t he ·concluding P3,ragruph of the . 
"Political ~urvey 1946-194711 which t·:as subni.tted by us to the Corn:iittee 
soon after their arri vnl i n r .:il<.?ctine, reading as follows:-. 

1.'In the light· :of the :.a,nalysis presented in these pages, a 
solution on partitioo· lin'es; if it is to 'qe at all acceptable, 
can ha-rdly be regarded as other ttrm a pis aller. The original 
area ·of the Bai.fo\.ir Declaration has already been pa.rti tioned 
by the excision of Trarisjordan, arrl. a further curta.illilent · 

, _of the area of the Jewish JJational Hom~ must involve great 
sc1crif'icc. :ir1y solution of the Palestine problcr,1 which r.iay 
be proposed will bs jud·ged by the Jewish people by reference,-
to whether it ensures ·large-scale immigration and- -settlement · ' ·· 
a.in len.ds "vrithout delay _to the establishment ·of the Jewish State. 11 
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-I have the honour to be, '. 
Sir, 

Yours · foi ~hfu_lly, 

Sgd . L Shertok 
E..'ZECUTIVE OF T!-IE JS .. 'ISii .• GEN CY; 
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