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SPECIAL C011MIT'i'EE ON PALESTINE · 

C OMMUNICATION FROM rrm:: JE'NISli AGENCY FOR PALESTINE RELATING TO 
THE " EXODUS 19 47 '' 

The •following c e,;1ll~ has been received from the Jewish 

Agen cy for ·Pa],estine :· relating to the "Exodus . 194711 • 

To UNSCOP 

'rhe Jewi. sh Agency for 
Palestine, 
:L6 EAS'r 66 th' STREET 

J:-J"EW YORK 21, N. Y. 

'.~4 July 1947. 

"I EA VE THE HOl'.J'OR, ON BEF..ALF CJF 'l'HE ,T:E."!:'ISH AGENCY FOR 
PALESTINE, TO ADDRESS YOU WITH REFERENCE TO TEE FOLLOWING~ 

1 1. THE 79TH PLENARY WIEETING OF ?HE GEN1;::R,\L ASSEMBLY ON 
'MAY 15, 1947, PAS.:3ED •rHE FOLLOWING RESOLU'i'ION : 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY CALLS UPON ALL GOVERNMENTS AND 
PEOPLES AND PARTICULARLY ON '11HE INHABI 'r.ANTS O:? PAL?STINE s TO 
REFRAIN, PENDil-:rG ACTION BY TH3 GEID~RAI, J;8Sl%1BLY ON THE REPORT 
OF THE SPECIAL COrvITt ITTEE ON PALESTINE FROM THE THREAT OR USE OF 
FORCE OR ANY OTHER ACTION "'RICH MIGHT CREATE AN ATMOSPHERE 
P REJUDI CIAL TO A,,11J EARLY SETTI..EM~NT OF THE QUESTION OF PALESTTIJE. 

' 2. ON JUNE 22, 1947 , 'J.'HE UNI TED NATIONS SPECIAL COMMI TTEE 
ON PALESTINE RESOLVED TO TRANSMIT TO THE BRITISH GOVERL\JMENT, 
THROUGH THE SECRET.ARY - GENERAL:, A.,"J APPEAL OF CLEMENCY SUBMITI'ED 
TO IT BY THE RELATIVES OF TH.~EE JE/;'S IN PALESTINE UPON i.'.'HOM 
SENTENCE OF DEATH HAD BEEN PASSED BY A BRITH.H MILITARY COURT . 
IN SO DOING, THE SPECI AL COMMITTEE REFERRED EPECIFICALLY TO THE 
RESOLUTION OF THE GENEPJ\.L Af.SEMBLY OF WJAY 15 ., 1947, THE RELEVANT 
PARAGRAPH OF WHI CH IS QUOTED ABOVE . THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE THERE
BY CLEARLY INDICATED I 'l'S OPI NION '...':HAT 'I'HP.: EXECUTION OF THE DE,~TH 
SENTENCES BY THE BRITISH GOVEP.NM:EHT ''1ELE THE C;Ol\:MIT'i1 E~ 'l:J~S 
CONDUCTING ITS INVESTIGi ,TIONS WAS LIKELY TO CREATE iili ;',.T.MOSPHERE 
PREJUDICIAL TO AN EARLY SE'I'.E'LEl\lm:N·r OF THE Q,u:':STION OF PJ\LESTINE , 

DESPITE THIS AC ~.'I ON, THE BRITISH i~UTHORI TIC::S IN PALESTINE 
REJ"ECTED THE INITL-,TIVE OF 'PHE UNI'J:ED NATIONS SPECIAL COlWMITTEE 
AND CONFIRMED THE DEATH SEN'I'ENCES ) 'l'HCP.EBY GLEA'l'LY I NCREASING 
TENSION AND VIOLENCE IN PALESTINE . 

• 3. ON JULY IN I947.A SHIP, THE "EXODUS I947'' CARRYING 
MORE THAN 4, 500 J EWISH DISPLACED PERSON;? SEEKI NG REFUGE IN THEIR 
H011ELAND , WAS INTERCEPTED AND FORCIBLY SEJ ZED BY BRITISH "'ARSHIPS 

/OUTSIDE 



OUTSIDE TERRITORLlL WATERS .AND IN FLAGRANT VIOLATION OF THE RULES 
OF INTERNATIONAL 1,w· GOVERNING THE OPEN SE.AS. THE EXODUS 1947 
WAS Ri1.MMED AND SEVERELY DAMAGED J-i.ND THE LIVES OF Jl.LL ON BOARD 1::'2rrE 
ENDANGERED. IN THE COURSE OF.THE SEIZURE THREE PERSONS WERE 
KILLED .iillD .A.PPROXUL,:,TELY ONE HUNDRED WERE I NJURED, MANY OF THEM 
SERIOUSLY. THE EXODUS 1947 WAS BROUGHT TO HrlIFA J,.ND ITS PASSENGERS 
IMMEDIATELY TRANS-SHIPPED TO OTHER VESSELS .FOR RETURN TO FRANCE. 

' 4 • . THE CIRCtwlSTiiNCES UNDER V.'HICH THESE EVENTS TOOK PLACE 
Hi-1.VE COME AS A fHOCK TO THE CIVILIZED WORLD JlND HAVE DEEPLY 
,:\.GIT.i .. TED THE JE'rISH COMMUNITY IN P.ALESTINE. THE FORCIBLE RETURN 
OF THESE SURVIVORS OF THE NAZI Mi1.SS.,,CRES TO THE REFUGEE C .. JJIPS OF 
EUROPE IS A SP.J .. MEFUL J:..ND INHUM,lli -.h.CTION CALCULilTED TO DESTROY 
THEIR MOIU..LE 1..ND TO PRODUCE FURTHER ACTS OF DESPERATION .AMONGST 
THEIR BRETHREN IN PALESTINE. 

'5 . FOR :WI.NY MONTHS PAST IT HA.D BEEN THE PRACTICE OF .THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO SEND· TO CYPRUS REFUGEES ARRIVING IN PALESTINE 
OUTSIDE TEE QUOTA, THERE TO AWAIT THEIR TURN FOR LIDMISSION TO 
PAL:!l:STINE . THIS NEN .um DRASTIC DEP,1.RTURE IN BRITJSH P0LICY, UNDER
TiJraN PRECISELY AT A TIME WHEN THE UNITED NATIONS SPECIAL COMMITTEE 
I S COI,!PLETIN.G ITS \1.'.0RK .IN PALESTINE ii.ND IS ABOUT TO PROCEED TO 
GENEVA FOR THE PREPAR;",TION OF ITS REPORT, HA.S CREATED IN PALESTINE 
AN ATM:OSPHERE OF UTMOST BITTERNESS WHICH CANNOT BUT BE PREJ1JDICIAL 
TO Jill · Ei',RLY SETTLEMENT. THE .. t .. CTION OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WOULD 
APPEAR TO STAND IN DIRECT CONTR.~DICTION WITH THE RESOLUTION OF THE 
GENER.i-~L ASSEMBLY o 

THE JE'NISH ;~GENCY FOR. PALESTINE RESPECTFULLY BRINGS THESE 
FACTS TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE SECRET.,RY··GE:NERJ-.L VIITH THE REQUEST 
THAT THE MEI-vIBER S·I'.ATES OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND ALSO MIDl!BERS OF 
THE UNITED N.A.TIONS SPECL~L COl\·~IITTEE ON PALEETINE BE APPRISED 
OF THE . C ONTEN.TS OF THIS NOTE. . 

SINCERELY YOURSs 
{SIGNED) ABBA HILLEL SILVER 

CP..AIRMt~N 
.,:._MERICJ-,.N SECTION " 


