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The f ollowing l e tter hns_ been received from the 

8y'r i an 0rthodox Uetro_µoli t a n~ J~rus nlem : 

~is Lorc shi p ~ . ~an<lstrom 
Ghain1an of the 51-.e c ial Con1inittee 

on Pnl8stine · 
UN 1 TED N n T· I ONS 
J EHU S1-.L~,f 

Your Lordship , 

. ·'~yrian Met r opolitc'.n of 
. J·erus~lem 

'11th July 1947 

I anr very pleased to express my gr atitude · 
.for your kind letter .of 9th July .1947 in which you r equest 
!ne: t?o b~ v <.: aq 1-;v i Jence 9n th_e r e~igiou~ ·interests of the 
Syrian vrthcu.ox L;hurch .1n Prile s tine . cnu · hereby beg to stat e 
the following : - · · 

It · is ·a hist orical fnct that the Christ inn 
Syrians Dn~ the ir ·urthodox Church have -been existing and 
functio11ing i n l'alest ine since the begi nning o_f Christ i anity 
a n~ in spi te of al l historical e vents their rig ht s as 
Christians have been .r espe cteJ.. anll. well pr;:; s e rved until our 
tir:1e s . 

\ ie therefor e request -th2t the rights and 
i 1:n,erest s of t-he .:iyrian Ghurch in l--ale stine be well r espected , 
pfuserve~ anC ~uarante ed by ~11 . ~esponsible authoritie s . 

nlthouuh ralestine on the ·whole is th e n~tivity 
of Christ i anity yet the Holy ~laces , sp~cially , Jerusalem , 
Be thleherri, ~·.Jaztirc:th c:; nC.: the Lake of '.i' ibe r ious . nre of more nncl 
i ffil:1.~ nse interest to the Christ i a ns than cu1y oth~r Co~1111unities . 

From t he ,,forc:saicl it wil l ni-,pea r thnt the 
present _Christiun Institutions ~nd .Churd_1es in Palestine 
r epr e s ent _ al l the Christians of the ,;orld. and a r e ther e fore 
r eque sted to safeguar d .:incl },r ~tL;ct the Holy !-la ces · by all 
r.i eans . 

' , It i s hereby hoped that your Honour able 
Comrni tted . _ri s - wel l a s any othe r 2.uthoritie s 

, ·- ~ ... 
j _{. t: .. , .,. 

Shull consider a nu r espe ct th e r ii:,hts , freed a-:t 
a nd int erests of the Christians in r alestine 

/ii) Keep 
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.ii) Keep up to the 'Status ~uo ' in ~he Holy Flaces 

iii) 0afeguard. a·ncl 6uc'.rantee · the scifety . of the Chris­
tians in l-'ale stine ond finally . respect . their 
~cclestia·stical Courts e.nd their jurisdict.ion • . . . ~ . . 

I pray _God ,ilmighty that peace may be established 
' 

in h:,.lestine ctnC:. .:.:11 .men live i~ fre~Jom ·a!lll_ h0ppiness . and 

rer.w.in· · 

By the \.fill of. God Almighty 

.{Sf;d.} ,-,thannsius Y~shue So.muel 
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