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to the Chairman.x

UNITED RATIONS

Specicl Committee on Palestine

July 2, l§h7

Dear Mr, Chairman,

The problem in regard tc which we have been asked to
rnake our recommendations is, as you are sware, & very complex
one and defies an easy solution, The task has becn made nore
difficult by the attitude that the’/irabs have adopted during
ocur stay in Pelestine. This is not the occasion to say anything
about the correctness of their attitude, but it seems to be
hardly poessible to dc our cduty with eny degree of satisfaction
to curselves unless the Arab case is explained to us by those
who have studied the¢ problem and are vitally interested therein

Since a2ny suggestion by us to the /rab Higher Committ
seems destined to nmeet with feailure, the only sclution appesars
to me to have some help frem the adjoining ..rab states in this
cennection., Knowing how near this gquestion of Falestine 1s to
the heart of thc neighboring countries and how materially they
wceuld be affected by any solution in regerd tc Felestine, I do
not see how it is possible for the Committee to aveid request-
ing them to explain their peint of view, If this is not done,
it may lead to further seriocus complications. DMereover, any
conclusion arrived at in their absence and without listening
te their points of view would be open te sericus cbjection and
might justifiably be considered not te' be cemplete by the
General issermbly of the United Nations.

This is not the first time.in which the collaboreation
of the i[rab States is being sought before coming to a decision.
They were, as you know, invited to the Loncon Conference in
1946-47 and that epparently for the same reasons which are
compellirg nc to make this rsquest. Moreover, as 9a}ghbor1ng.
countries they are bound to be affected by the decision, and it
is only fair that bef re foraing cur final views their welfare,
and in any ¢dséythelir desires, are borne in mind, It must no?_
. be forgotten ‘that, in all probablllpy, without the help of thes
‘countries in the f?rst World War, the question waich we are. .
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called upon to consider might never have arisen.

You will remenber that I rrised . this questicn
once before, although perhaps informally, end it was not
sericusly considered as on attempt was made at the time
link it with the question of visits to displaced persons’
cemps in Burope., There is none whc would have no symrathy
with these unfortunste rersons who have without any juStifi—
cation suffered untold misery. But the question of findinz
2 home fer them is already engaging the attention of the
International Refugee Organization end is nrimarily the
concern of that Orgenization. lerecver, in'my view, Falesti:
can only be interested on humanitarisn greunds to the same
extent and in the same manner as cther ccuntries of the worls
arc or shcould be intercsted., The questiin in regard tc whics
the Comnittee is called upon to make its rcecormendations
appears to me to have nothing to do, st least directly, 73tk
the displaced persons' privations and sufferings, and & de-
clsicn to meke a visit to these camps nmay give rise to mis-
erprehensions @nc nmay be taken by some as én indicaticon of
the Committce's view that the problem of displaced perscons i
ccnnected or cven relevant to the question of Falestine. Tc
what extent foreisners can be allowed to settle down in 2
ceuntry ageinst the will of the majority of its inhsbitants
who ncy be irectly affected both politieslly sné economicall;
should depend cn such people’ thumselves, if lemocracy 2nd
self-determination are to have any iieaning in internati onzl
law, It must also not to overlocked thit the number of
displ-ced persons, if I remember correctly, is about two
million, cf wheil roughly one-tenth alone cre Jews, At the
bar of humanity, ell these displaced pursons are entitled
to equ'l consideration and it is nct possible to single ouw
one group of pcersons for preferential treatment.
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Since the guestion which I am reisimgis of very
great impertance, I here you will not cbject to sending ccpl
f this letter to 21l th.members of the Committee beforehend
Jur their ecsreful corcideration at 2 mesting te be held és
8zon as possible,
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Sincerely yours,

(sizned) Abdur Rahman
Delegate of India

Mr. Emil Sendstrom,’ * -
Chairman of U.H.S.C.0.P.
Jerusalen,





