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NOTE

Symbo1s of United Nations documents are composed of capital letters combined
with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations
documento

The report of the Special Committee is divided into six volumes. The present
volume contains chapters 1 to 111;* volume 11, chapters IV to VI; volu~e 111,
chapters VII to XIV; volume IV, chapters XV to XX; volume V, chapters XXI and XXII;
and volume VI, chapters XXIII to XXIX; each volume contains a full table of
contents.

* The present version of chapters 1 to 111 is a consolidation of the
fo11owing documents as they appeared in provisional form: A/9623 (Part 1) of·
23 October 1974, A/9623 (Part 11) of 19 November 1974, A/9623 (Part 111) of
15 November 1974 and A/9623 (Part IV) of 23 October 1974.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

13 November 1974

Sir,

I have the honour to transmit herewith the report to the General Assembly
of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples in accordance with General Assembly resolution 3163 (l~III) of
14 December 1973. This report covers the work of the Special Committee during
1974.

(Signed) Salim Ahmed SALIM
Chairman

Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting

of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peop.Les

His Excellency
Mr. Kurt Waldheim
Se9r et ary-General
United Nations
New York

-2-

1
,i t
f\-', .. ,.; w

2
D

l\ e
Ir

i

r:
e

e
]

l:
e
lo

t

(



p
.:) '~ "

í¡j••

CHAPTER I

ESTABLISHMENT, ORGANIZATION AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

A. ESTABLISliMENT OF' THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

l. The Special Committee onthe Situation with regard to the Imp1ementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples
was established by the General Assembly pursuant to its resolution 1654 (XVI) of
27 November 1961. The Committee was requested to examine the application of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and to
make suggestions and recommendations on the progress and extent of the
implementation or the Declaration.

2. At i ts seventeenth session, the General Assembly, following i ts consideration
of the report of the Special Committee, 1/ adopted resolution 1810 (XVII) of
17 December 1962, by which it enlarged the Special Committee with the addition of
seven new members. It invited the Special Committee "to continue to 'seek the most
suitable ways and means for the speedy and total application of the Declaration
to all Territories which have not yet attained independence".

3. At the same session, the General Assembly, in its resolution 1805 (XVII) of
14 December 1962 on the question of South West Africa, requested the Special
Committee to discharge mutatis mutandis the tasks assigned to the Special Comndttee
for South West Africa by resolution 1702 (XVI) of 19 December 1961. By resolution
1806 (XVII) of 14 December 1962, the General Assembly decided to dissolve the
Special Committee for South West Africa. .

4. By resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December 1963, adopted at its eighteenth
session, the General Assembly decided to dissolve the Committee on Information
from Non-Self-Governing Territories and requested the Special Committee to study
the information transmitted under Article 73 ~of the Charter of the United Nations.
It a180 request.e-t the Special Committee to take this information ful1y into account
in examining the situation with regard to the imp1ementation of the Declaration
in each of the Non-Self-Governing Territories and to undertake any special study.
and prepare any special report it might consider necessary.

5. At the same session and at each subsequent session, the General Assemb1y ,
after considering the report of the Special Committee, has adopted a resolution
renewing the mandate of the Committee. 2/. --

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly~ Seventeenth Session, Annexes,
addendum to agenda item 25, document A/5238.

2/ See the reports of the Special Committee submitted to the General Assemb1y
at its eighteenth to twenty-eighth sessions. For the most recent, see ~bid3'
Twenty-sixth, Session, Supp1ement No. 23 (A/8423/Rev.l); ibid., Twenty-seventh
§ession~ Supplement No. 23 (A/8723/Rev.l); ibid., Twenty-eighth Session,
Supp1ement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l).
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68 Following its consideration of the report of the Special Committee on the
item entitled "Special programme of activities in connexion with the tenth
anniversar,y of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peop.lea" 3/ at its twenty-fi:rth session, the General Assembly adopted resolution
2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing a programme of action for the fUll
implementation of the Declaration.

1. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, following its consideration
of the report of the Special Committee, 4/ adopted resolution 3163 (XXVIII) of
14 December 1973, whích , inter ali a:

"The General Assembly,

• • •

U2. Approves the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples covering i ts work during
1973, 5/ including the programme of work envisaged for 1974;

"• • •

"11. Requests the Special Committee to continue to seek suitable means
for the immediate and full implementation of General Assembly resolutions
1514 (XV) and 2621 (XXV) in all Territories which have not yet attained
independence and, in particular, to formulate specific proposals for the
e1imination of the remaining manifestations of colonia1ism and report thereon
to the General Assemb1y at its twenty-ninth session;

"12. Requests the Special Cormnittee to make concrete suggestions which
could assist the Security Counci1 in considering appropriate measures under
the Charter with regard to deve10pments in colonial Territories that are
1ike1y to threaten international peace and security, and recommends that
the Council take such suggestions ful1y into consideration;

"13. Requests the Special Committee to continue to examine the
compliance of MemberStates with the Declaration and with other relevant
resolutions on decolonization, particularly those relating to the Territories
under Portuguese domination, Namibia and Southern Rhodesia;

"14. Requests the Special Committee to continue to pay particular
attention to the small Territories G"'ld to recommend to the General Assemb1y
the most appropriate methods and also the steps to be taken to enable the
populations of these Territories to exercise fully and without further delay
their right to self-determination and independence;

3/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-fifth Session,
Supplement No. 23~ (A/8023/Rev.l!Add.2). ,

4/ Ibid.:I Twenty-eighth Session, Supp1ement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.1).

2J rera.

...4-



-(

,'1.,

. \

,1
. J
~

\

í ..

12 December 1973

-5-

3115 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

3116 (XXVIII)
\

12 December 1973
.~

3155 (XXVIII) 14 December 1973

3156 (XXVIII) 14 December 1973

3113 (XXVIII)

Reso1ution No. Date of adoption

3109 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

3111 1 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

3111 111 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

3112 (XXVIII) . 12 December 1973

Niue

American Bamoa ,
Gi1bert and E11ice
Is1ands, Guam,
New Hebrides, Pitcairn,
Sto Helena,
Seyche11es and
Solomon Is1ands

--;- '-:'::- -~---.. -c.:::::c"·C·:";""··._.:""";." "C;::',' ,..::;.,." : :.·":ec:e-.;::::c::::. ;',c:" t:":::,,=~ .

"15. Ca11s UPOll those administering Powers which have not done so to ~
co-operate fu11y with the Specia1 Committee in the discharge of its mandate ~~".
and , in particular, to participate in the work of the Committee re1ating to ,':
the Territories under their ei..rninistration and to permit the access of .r

~~i:~~;~~~~i~~: ~~s~~: ~~r~;;~~:~i~~So~~e~h:~rS~~~i;~~~;hand information .~

1. Reso1utions and decisions concerning specific Territories

"16. Requests the Special Committee to continue to en1ist the support
of national and internationa1 organizations having a specia1 interest in
the fie1d of deco1onization in the achievement of the objectives of the
Dec1aration and in the imp1ementation of the re1evant reso1utions of the
United Nations, and in particular to assist the Economic and Social Counci1
in its consideration of the re1ated items on its agenda; iI.

Southern Rhodesia

Namibia

Territories under
Portuguese
administration

United Nations Fund
for Namibia

8. At the same session, the General Assemb1y also adopted 23 resolutions and
2 consensuses w~ich assigned specific tasks to the Specia1 Committee, as we11 as
a number of other resolutions re1evant to the work of the Specia1 Committee. These
decisions are 1isted below.

Territory

Papua New Guinea
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6/ Ibid., Supp1ement No. 30 (A/9030), p. 111.

71 Ibid.

Territory

Bermuda, British
Virgin Is1ands,
Cayman Is1ands,
Morrtser-r-at , Turks
and Caicos Is1ands
and United States
Virgin Is1ands

Seyche11es

Brunei

Fa1k1and Islands
(Malvinas)

Comoro Archipe1ago

Spanish Sahara

Cocos (Kee1ing)
Islands !)

Tokelau Is1ands

Gibraltar

Reso1ution No.

3157 (XXVIII)

3158 (XXVIII)

3159 (XXVIII)

3160 (XXVIII)

3161 (XXVIII)

3162 (XXVIII)

Consensus 6/

Consensus 7/

Date oí adop'tion

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 1973

¡
¡
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Date of ado-ption

12 December 1973

12 December 1973

12 December 1973

Resolution No.

3114 (XXVIII)

3117 (XXVIII)

2. Resolutions concerning other items

Item

Activities of foreign
economi e and other
interests which are
impeding the implementation
of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and
Peoples in Southern Rhodesia,
Namibia and Territories
under Portu~uese

domínation and in all other

Establishment of the
Commission of Inquiry on
the Reported Massacres in
Mozambique

Information from Non-Self­
Governing Territories
transmitted under
Article 73 e of the
Charter of the United
Nations

-7-

9. With respect to the questions of Belize; 81 French Somaliland; 91 and Antigua,
Dominica, Sto Kitts-Nevis-Anguilla, Sto Lucia and Sto Vincent, the General Assembly,
on the recommendation of the Fourth Comndttee, decided, without objection, to
postpone consideration of those questions to its twenty-ninth session. 101

81 On 1 June 1973, by an Order-in-Council of the Government of the Uni.ted
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the name of British Honduras
was changed to Belize.

91 Note by the Rapporteur: Termínology Bu11etin No. 240 issued by the
Secretariat on 15 April 1968 (sT/sc/sER.F/240) reads as follows:

HThe new name of the Territory formerly known as French Somali1and is:
French Territory of the Afars and the Issas •••

"This designation, which is being introduced at the request of the
administering Power, 'shoúl.d be used in all documents with the exception of
those records of texts in which the speaker or author has used a different
terminolOgJr. "

101 Official Recards of the General Assembly~ Twenty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 30 (A/9030), p. 111.
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Item Resolution No. Date of adoption

Territories under
colonial domination
and eí'forts to eliminate
coloni~lism, apartheid
and racial discrimination
in southern Africa

It

In

Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial
COllntries and Peoples by
the specialized agencies
and the international
institutions associated
with the United Nations

3118 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

St

United Nations Educational
and Training Programme
for Southern Africa

3119 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

Offers by Member States of
study and training
facilities for inhabitants
of Non-Self-Governing
Territories

3120 (XXVIII) 12 December 1973

Ur

Reso1ution No.

Other reso1uti0ns and decisions relevant
to the work of ~he Special Committee

Re

Pa

De

Re

Ea

2 November 1973

9 November 1973

Date of adoption

14 December 19'73

14 December 1973

3063 (XXVIII)

3066 (XXVIII)

3057 (XXVIII)

3165 (XXVIII)

3164 (XXVIII)

3.

Effects of atomic radiation

Co-operation between the
United N~tions and the
Orgar-iz~tion of African
Unity

Decade for Action to .
Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination

Item

Internationa1 Conference of
Experts for the Support of
Victims of Co1onia1ism and
ApartJ:-,;). j in Southern Africa

Dissemination of information
on decolonization

'l .~.
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Item

Importance of the
universal realization of
the right of peoples to
self-determination and of
the speedy granting of
independence to colonial
countries and peoples for
the effective guarantee and
observance of human rights

Strengthening of the role of
the United Nations with
regard to the maintenance
and consolidation of
international peace and
security, the development
of co-operation among all
nations and the promotion
of the rules of international
law in relations between
States

Urgent need for
suspension of nuclear
and thermonuGlear tests

Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace

Pattern of conferences c

Respect for hunan right s
in armed conflicts

Basic pr~nciples of the
legal status of the
combatants strugglinB
against colonial and
alien dominat ion and
rac i st regimes

Report of the Committee on
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimina.tion

11/ Ibid.., po 135, item 82.

Reso1ution No.

3070 (XXVIII)

3073 (XXVIII)

3073 (XXVIII)

308O (XXVIII)

Decision 11/

3102 (XXVIII)

3103 (XXVIII)

31~4 (XXVIII)

~·9-

Date of adoption

30 November 1973

30 November 1973

G December 1973

6 December 1973

11 December 1973

12 Dec ember :1973

12 December 1973

14 December 1973
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12. As at 1 January 1974, the Specia1 Cornmittee was, therefore, composed of the
following 24 members:

11. At its 2202nd meeting, on 14 December 1973, the General Assemb1y, on the
nomination of its President, agreed to the appointment of Denmark to fi11 the
vacancy of the Specia1 Committee.

,

14 December 1973

Date of adoption

18 December 1973

14 December 1973

14 December 19'73

18 December 1973

3151 B (XXVIII) 14 December 1973

3151 D (XXVIII) 14 December 1973

3151 F (XXVIII) 14 December 1973

3171 (XXVIII) 17 December 1973

3140 (XXVIII)

Reso1ution No.

3141 (XXVIII)

3150 (XXVIII)

3185 (XXVIII)

3187 (XXVIII)

Concerted action on the
national and internationa1
1eve1s to meet the needs and
aspirations of youth and to
promote their participation
in nationa1 and internationa1
deve10pment

Itea

Use of scientific and
techno1ogical deve10pments
in the interests of peace
and social deve10pment

Youth, its education and its
responsibi1ities in the
wor1d of today

Afghanistan
Australia
Bu1garia
Chile
China

Restitution of works of art
to countries victims of
expropriation

Po1icies of aparthe!d
of the Government of
South A!'rica

Imp1ementation of the
Dec1aration on the
Str.engthening of
Internationa1 SecurI'ty

Permanent sovereignty over
natural resources

10. During its twenty-eighth session, the General Assemb1y had before it a 1etter
dated 12 December 1973 from the Permanent Representative of Sweden to the United
Nations, addressed to the President of the General Assembly (A/9449), stating
that 8weden had decided to withdraw from membership of the Specia1 Committee.



l

Congo
Czechoslovakia
Demnark
Ethiopia
Fiji
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ivory Coast
t':a1i
Sierra Leone
Syrian Arab Republic
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Union of Soviet Socia1ist Republics
United Republic of Tanzania
Venezuela
Yugoslavia

B. OPENING OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE'S MEETINGS IN 1974

13. The first meeting of the Special Committee in 1974 (950th meeting), held on
29 .TanuarY7 was opened by the Secretary-General.

l. Opening statement by the Secretarl-General

14. The Secretary-General observed that the Special Committee had made a very
notable contribution to the ~rocess of decolonization, and had worked with energy
and determination to fulfil its important mandate. He paid a particular tribute
to the Committee's Chairman, ~~. Salim Ahmed Salim, for his active leadership
and wisdom over the past two years as he knew that all representatives would wish
him to record their gratitude for Mr. Salim's devoted service to the Committee
and to the cause of decolonization.

15. The work of the Special Committee had never been more importante The crisis
in the Middle East, which had attracted so much international attention and
concern, must not obscure the fact that a major crisis existed in Africa, where
the struggle against colonialsim and apartheid had entered a new stage. That
situation represented a serious threat to peace in the area, and had broader
implications for international atabilityo It was to the resolution of that
problem that the efforts of the United Nations must be strenuously applied in 1974.
The surge towards national sovereigpty and independence in Africa, which had been
one of the most important ~istorical developments in this century, could not and
would not be checked. Therefore, the question was not whether those peoples still
under colonial control would become independent, but when and under what
circumstances.

16. The international community had seen an intensification of repressive
measures in southern Africa against the growing demands by the people for their
political freedom and human rights. The shocking reports ofmassacres in
Mozambique had resulted in the establishment by theGeneral Assembly of the

-11-
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Commission of Inquiry on the Reported Massacres in Mozambique. The international
community could not be indifferent to the situation in those areas. In
particular, the United Nations, vhí.ch had r1ayed so central a role in the process
of decolonization, having endorsed the cause·of the liberation movements, must not
be indifferent.

17. The United Nations was committed to the achievement of the fundamental rights
and freedoms of all the peoples of Africa. At present, more th&n 30 million
Africans were denied those rights. In tbat connexion he wished to recall the
words of General Yakubu Gowon, Head of the Federal Military Government of Nigeria
and Chairman of the Conference of Heads of State and Government of tbe
Or[anization of African Unity (OAU), to the General Aasembl.yr

"Nobody in Africa wishes to adopt tbe path of armed struggle and conflict
against those minority regimes for the love of it ••• It is for this reason
that we made genuine efforts to assure the world of our desire for racial
harmony on conditions of mutual respect and fundamental human rights of all
the inhabitants of the continent." 12/

18. That was the goal towa.cds which the United Nations had always worked , The
world had seen in Africa and elsewhere that harmony between peoples of different
races and colour could be acbieved in a spirit of co-operation and respecto It
had seen the creation of close relationships between independent nations and their
t'ormer colonial ruLer s , Those vho had doubtec1 for so Louz whether that vas
possible had now realized that the ~G~l could be achieved.

19. But as long as the present aí tuac ícn continued in the Portuguese Territories,
in Southern Rhodesia and in Namibia, the hope for such a development in those
areas was reduced" Unless real progress could be m~de in a spirit of
understanding, more bloodshed, more bitterness and more suffering would resulte
That was in the intercst of no individual and no nation.

20. An important new situation had been created by the declaration of
independence by the people of Cuinea-Bissau - a declaration "Which had been
endorsed by the General Assembly. Yet disregard and defiance of the will of the
international community as expressed through the United Nations continued there,
as well as in southern kfrica o

21. In that context, he referred particularly to the courageous action of
Zambia and to the response of the international community to that action. That
decision had involved determination and economic sacrifice; and the readiness of
the Zambian Government and people to accept that sacrifice had resulted in a
remarkable demonstration of international solidarity. The international
community should determine that that international solidarity would be
strengthened in 1974. It vas to be hoped that those nat íons which continued
to assist the minority régimes would be persuaded to change their policies and
support the universal principle of individual freedom and the movement towards
national sovereignty in compliance with the existing resolutions of the United
Nations.

-12-,
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2. Election of officers

23. At its 95üth meeting~ on 29 January, the Special Committee unanimously
elected the following officers:

j

.~

'1
J

Mr. l'1ehdi Ehsassi (Iran)

~{¡r. A. Duncan CamDbell (Australia)

Mro Horacio Arteaga Acosta (Venezuela)

3. S~at5=ment by the' Chairman

Mr. Ivan G. Garvalov (Bulgaria)

:Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim (United Republic of Tanzania)Chairman:

Rapporteur:

Vice-Chairmen:

24. The Chairman welcomed the delegation of Derrmark, which had rejoined the
Special Committee after an absence of several years. Much as all Co~~ittee

members regretted the departure from their mi~st of the delegation of Sweden,
wbose representatives had so closely been identified with the work of the
Committee and had contributed so much to its past successes, it was a source of
great satisfaction that its place had been taken by the delegation of a State
which would take over 'where Sweden had left off. He was confident that the
contribution of Denmark would be major, as was only to be expected from a country
whose devotion to the principIes of human rights and racial justice was well known.

25. Members had listened with close attention to the important statement delivered
by the Secretary-General, and the Chairman tranked him, on behalf of the Special
Committee, both for his presence at,the CommitteeYs opening meeting and for the
majar contribution he had made to its deliberations. As the Secretary-General had
rightly pointed out, the problems with which the Committee would have to contend
during the coming months - and he referred particularly to those created by the
brutal and ruthless repression of more than 30 million Africans by the colonial
and racist régimes in southern Africa - were among the most urgent and critical
problems confronting the United Nations. That the world was today faced with a
situation in southern Africa which not only constituted a serious thr2at to
international peace and security but was capable of doing lasting damage to the

22. He was confident that the Special Committee would once again address itself
to its difficult tasks with the sense of urgency whicr. was essential to the
resolution of the considerable problems currently before the wor-Ld commurrity. The
entry into the United Nations at the last General Assembly of the Bahamas, the
attairrment of internal self-government in Papua New Guinea and the imminent
attairrment of independen~e by Grenada were encouraging developments in the process
of decolonization. But the United Nations mandate would not have been fulfilled
until alJ. peoples under colonial rule had achieved freedom and independence. Now,
more than ever the United Nations must show determination and responsibiiity to
secure those noble objectives so clearly ensbrined in the Charter. He was
confident that the Committee would make the positive new approaches which were
essential to the ra~id attainment of those goals.

',."··'·"~····~··"·~""~'~.:'''I··
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27. If the situation were not alarming enough, there was also evidence of an
increasing resort to terror tactics on the part of the racist minority régime in
Zimbabwe and of the growing co-operation and collaboration between the armed forces
of the colonialist régimes concerned. Inevitably, as the intensity of colonial
and racist repression mounted and as the racist usurpers became increasingly
desperate, due to their impending defeat, so also did the threat to international

~_====.~::=~r ,~.cc::=,.::c:-,:::c..::,c.="'::=..'='===;:-'.::=-:;=cc.-;:.===-OC=--=~:·_=7.C-==-.c=='"'=-,,'<~'= ==;Cc::=,.==c:::.=,.".::~,.-=-:::.,::c CC·

1'1 who.l,e fabric of international co-operation was due not only to the inflexible pe
II fanaticism of the racist and colonialist régimes, but also to complacency and tb
11 indifference to the sufferings of the African peoples on the part of elements of

'11'1 within the international connnunity itself. That was precisely why the work of the ar
l...... Special Cornmittee was so critical. Its task was to inform the world of what te
:t wss going on, to expose the complicity of those who , out of short-sighted selfish de
1

1,

""'.' interest ~ aided and abetted the racist régimes, and to mobilize effective tI
1" international action in support of the heroic struggle being waged by the a<
\' liberation movements in the Territories concerned. He was confident that the Aj
I~ Committee wouLd appr oach its work with an enhanced awareness of its great o:
I~ responsibility and of the urgent necessity to make 1974 a year of concrete and gJ

11 ;:i:;;::;;:;:;:~;~:r~~;~~~:li~~~n:~~~~~~i;~l~n~h:x~~~~~~~~~~;:e:;~e~h:t~~=:l~ear < ~~ ~
il'~.~. by the national liberation movemerrt s in southern _~,frica, especially in the o
.'~ Territories under Portuguese domination and in Zimbabwe. The most dramatic event b

!iit of the year had been, of course, the attainment of independence by Guinea-Bissau w
I"~ d
\,~1 as a result of the long and heroic struggle of the Partido Africano da
r] Independencia da Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC). This momentous achievement, which
¡i had demonstrated once and for all that the days of Portuguese colonia] Lsm in
IJ Africa were numbered, did not mean, however, that the sufferings of the people
lj of Guinea-Bissau were ended, for the struggle must continue until the full
f·¡ consolidation of their independence. The worLd eommunity was aware that certain
1'1 sectors of that Territory, in particular Cape Verde, continued to be illegally
\'1 occupied by the Portuguese forces. Yet, when all was said and done, the
¡;-J proc.Lamatic;m of independence had given fresh heart to the freedom fighters not
h~ only in GUlnea-Bissau but also in Mozambique and Angola, where the liberation
jl,J.: struggle had entered a new and decisive phas e , In both Mozambique and Angola,
d the freedom fighters had made significant headway during 1973, as a result of
I~ which more liberated zones had been created and brought under the control of the
¡'J national liberation movement s . Already there were vast areas in each of these
l~ Territories where local government was in the hands of the people, through
I •.~¡. democratically elected local iV.stitutions and in which the process of
~ .. reconstruction was proceeding apace. In Mozambique, particularly, tihe f'or-ce s of
¡~ liberation had extended their operations south of the Zambezi and had made steady

¡.. J, progress over-a.l.L in their just struggle towards the elimination of Portuguese
~ colonialsim and foreign economic exploitation. It was not surprising that in its

\I•••.••...~.•.·,.·.i attempts to stem the tide of liberation, the fascist régime of Portugal had not
1 flinched from perpetuating a war of suppression with extreme ferocity and with anI¡ unprecedented campa.ígn of terror directed against the civilian popuLatrioris , In

'l·••.•...,:~.·...'~l·.. 1973 ~ the entire civilized world had been shocked by the revelation oí the inhuman
~ massacre perpetrated by Portuguese troops at the village of Wiriyamu, in which more

¡'~ than 400 innocent men, women and children were believed to have been brutally
\ J,. kí.Ll.ed , But the worLd knew that this was but one of the many atrocities and an
\.~ example of the rutblessness of the colonial war s waged by the colonialist régime.
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peace and especially to the security of independent African States, particularly
those that border Territories under colonial and racist occupation. The members
of the Committee must have no illusions as to the recklessness of the colonialist
and racist régimes and their willingness to stop at nothing if it would help them
to prolong the enslavement of the African peoples who were still under their
domination. The past year had seen further evidence of this in the imposition by
the Ian Smith régime against Zambia of an economic blockade accompanied by numerous
acts of subversion, harassment and outright aggression. As a Tanzanian , as an
African, and as the Chairman of the Special Committee, he could not but feel proud
oí the steadfastness and courage shown by the Government and people of Zambia and
gratified at the support which they had received from the international community.

28. In the colonial Territories of southern Africa~ there could be no doubt that
the tide of liberation had taken a new and more vigorous turno The African peoples
had made it clear beyond any possible doubt that, regardless of the cost, regardless
of the sacrifice, they could no longer accept being denied their human rights and
being exploited and subjugated by bigoted and racist minorities and that they
would continue to struggle and resist until the stain and degradation oí alien
domination had been removed and they had won their rightful place among the free
and independent peoples of the world.

29. Unfortunately, the logical inevitability of this process still escaped the
colonial authorities concerned, whose only response had been one of intransigence,
obdu~acy and intensified repression, and who had so far shown nothing but arrogant
contempt for the resolutions ofthe General Assembly and the decisions of the
Security Council. That they had been able to do so for so long was largely due
to the failure of certain major Powers to lend their support to tihe application
of effective measures by the international comm~nity and especially to the
large scale economic, military and politica! support which the colonial régimes
continued to receive from their collaborators and a1lies and írom the many Western
capitalist monopolies which were engaged in exploiting the natural and human
resources of the Territories.

30. What the Special Committee must seek to accomplish during the current session
was to match the successes achieved in the national liberation struggle by concrete
and positive action on the international level. Tb.e urgency of the situation
demanded an even greater effort on the part of the Committee to maintain the
spotlight of international attention on what was happening ín southern Africa and
to mobilize real and effective support and assistance for the anti-colonia1
struggle. In 1973, the Committee had p1ayed an important role in arousing the
conscience of the world, especially in regard to the atrocities perpetrated by the
Portuguese colonia1ists, and the results of the Committee's efforts had been
reflected in t~e actions of the General Assembly. But condemnation of the
co10nialist and racist régimes was not sufficient, nor could it be a substitute
for effective measures and, during the coming year, the Committee must strive to
intensify the pressures on them and do al1 in its power to convince their friends
and a11ies, as well as those who covert1y 1end them support and assistance, that
there were no longer any grounds for complacency and that it was in their own best
interests to bring about change befare it was too late. He had no illusions as to
the difficulty of that task, but the Committee owed it to its African brothers and
to itself to confront the colonia1ists at every opportunity, ta expose their
evil actions rold policies and, also, to expose their accomp1ices.
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31. Another area to which the Special Committee must continue to give priority
attention was the provision of material aid to the national liberation movements
of the colonial Territories and te thc peoples in the liberated areas. At its
1973 session, the Committee, tl~ough its Working Group on tpe Implementation by
the S~ecialized Agencies and the International Institutions Associated with the
United Nations of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence te Colonial
Countries and Peoples and other Relevant Resolutions of the United Nations and
through the Special Hission established by the Special Committee at its 9l2th
meeting ,on 14 Hay 19'"(3, which had visited the headquarters of several of the
specialized agencies for consultations with their executive heads, had initiated
a detailed study of the problems in meetin8 the urgent needs of the suffering
people in the colonial Territories and, as a result, had been able to formulate
a number of useful proposals. ].3/

32. It was his hope that continued in-depth study and discussion with the
specialized agencies during the current session would enable the Special Committee
to assist those organizations in ensuring the implementation of the resolutions
of the General Assembly. The Committee must, for the purpose of rendering
effecti.ve aid to the peoples concerned, devote particular attention to the need
for a more intensive effcrt to mobilize international support for the struggl~

of the colonial peoples by means of a world-wide campaign of publicity.

33. He believed that the formulation and implementation of a strategic canrpaign
of publicity, :..rhich sbould be aimed especially at making public opinion in the
developed countries more aware of the plight of the colonial peoples and of the
seriousness of the issues involved, could do much to enhance and facilitate
governmen~ action. In that context, the newly established Information Unit on
Decclonization must be made to playa dynamic and leading role. At the same time,
the enormous potential for co-ordinated action by non-governmental bodies in
support of whatever the Special Committee might be able to accomplish in the field
of publicity should not be forgotten. In expanding its contacts with
non-governmental organizations, the Committee must try as much as possible to
include organizations in those countries which directly or indirectly were
helping the colonial regimes, for lt was in those countries that the need to
arouse public opinion was most acute.

34. An essential requirement for the success of the Special Committee's work
was, of course, that it should maintain the closest possible contacts'with the
national liberation movements recognized by OAU, and also with OAU itself and its
Co-ordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa. The practice, which had
already been established and anproved by the General Assembly, of inviting the
renresentatives of the liberation movements concerned to participate, as observers,
in the Special Committee's proceedings relating to their respective countries
had contributed greatly to the effectiveness of the Committee's work, as had its
close co-operation with the General Secretariat of OAU. During the coming
session, the Committee should do everything possible to develop these contacts
and to promote co-operation to the fullest possible extent.

35. Although the situation in southern Africa was inevitably uppermost in the
members' minds, there were many other problems of decolonization which the Special
Cormnittee must examine. Not only would it be required, in response to invitations
extended by the Governments of New Zealand and Australia, as acministering Powers
concerned, to dispatch visiting missions to several Territories in the Pacific,
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it must also in 1974 give serious and in-depth consideration to the problems
of decolonization in a number of other Territories. It must not permit its
preoccupation with the crisis in Africa to detract from the fulfilment of its
responsibility to assist those colonial peoples t oward s the enjoyrnent oí their
inalienable right s ,

36. The Special Committee's tasks ir that respect had been made more difficult
by the negative attitudes of the administerinF, Powers concerned to the sending of
v í.sdting missions and the refusal by t.wo of those Pover s to assist the Committee
in its deliberations. He wished, therefore, to appeal to those Powers to
reconsio.er their attituo.e anO., in particular, to resvono. favourably to the
repeateo. appeals of the General Assembly that United Hations missions be alloweo.
access to the Territories.

37 • As he had saíd earlier, he had no illusionB about the d:;' fficulty of the tasks
confronting the Special Committee. He knew that its work wou.Ld be Long and
arduous , but in the four years he had been associated ,vith the Committ.ee he had
become convinced that it had a most Impor-t.arrt and positive role to play t.owards
the attainment of the goals set forth in the Declaration. The Commiti.ee was, in
a sense, a bridge between the international community and the colonial peoples
anO. it was its o.uty to keep the welfare anO. interests of the latter constantly
in the forefront of its attention. The Ccrrmittee\s resnonsibility was not only
to arouse the conscience oí' the inter.nA.tional communíty to the pli:.....ht of the
colonial peoples, but also to help anO. assist the administering Powers, when
that was poss í.bl.e , towards the fulfilment of their moral obligations. Hith the
member s" co-operation and assistance, and iÑith the collaboration of tl:e Commí tee' s
secretariat, he was confio.ent that the Committee could live up to its
responsibilities anO. make a further sienificant contribution to bringing about the
final anO. complete eradication of colonialismo

c. ORGANIZATION 'OF vJORK

380 The Special Committee d i scuesed tbe organization of Lt s \-lork for the year
at its 950th and 951st meetings, on 29 January and 8 February, Statements in
that connexion were mao.e, at the 950th meeting, by the Chairman and by the
representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (A!AC.I09/PV.950) anO.,
at the 951st meeting, by the representatives of Bulgaria, Chile, Indonesia and
India, as well as by the Chairman (A/AC.I09/PV.951).

39. At its 950th meeting, on 29 January, the Special Committee, on the proposal
of the Chairman (A!AC.I09/PV.950), decio.eo. to maintain its Working Group, which
would continue to function as a stEering committee •

40. At its 951st meeting, on 8 February, the Special Committee requesteo. the
VTorking Group to consider anO. submit recommeno.ations regarding the Committee's
programme of ";JTOrk, LncLudf.ng the order of priorities for the consideration of
items. In taking that decd s í.on , the Committee also r equeat.ed the Working Group
to take into account the various tasks assigned to the Committee in the relevant
resolutions adopted by the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, as 'vell
as the tasks envisaged by the Comnlittee itself for 1974, an outline of which was
contained in the note by the Secretary-General (A/AC.I09/L.917). Further, the
Corr~ittee reQuesteo. the Workin~ Group to bear in minO. the observations made by
rrembers during the exchange of views relatinr- to the or~anization of its work.
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41. At the same meeting 9 the Special Cornmittee, on the proposal of the Chairman
(A/AC.I09/PV.951), decided, without objection, to maintain SubnCommittees 1 and 11,
the Sub-Cormnittee on Petitions and Information and the Horking Group on the
Implemep.'":ation by the Specialized Agencies and the International IU::1titutions
Assoc ía: ed with the United l\Tations of the Declaration on the Grantinp; of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and other Relevant Resolutions of
the United Nations.

42. At i ts 952nd meeting, on 26 February, by adopting t he seventy-first report of
the Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.), the Special Committee requested its
subsidiary bodies, an addition to considering the items indicated in paragraph 43
below, to carry out the s,.'ccifi e t.usks assigned to the Cornmittee by the General
Assembly concerning the items l"eferred to them. At the same meeting, on the basis
of the recommendations cCY:~3.irl,,;d in the r-eoor-t of the 'v!orking Gr oup , the Special
Committee t.ook further d cc i s i o..« regarding the terms of reference of tne
Sub-Cornmittee on Pet i t í ons and Tru'or'ma't lon and the wor-king group dealinr.; wí t h the
international organ.i za.t i ons c oncer-ned , as reflected Ln paragraphs 50 to 67 below.

43. The Special Cornmit.t ee further decided to adopt the fcllm-Ting e.Ll.ocat.Lon oí'
items and procedure for their consideratíon:

Territories under Portuguese domination

Southern Rhodesia

Namibia

S'oanish Sahara

French Somaliland

Belize

Falkland Islands (Na1vinas)

Giqraltar

Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts~Nevis­

Anguilla, St. Luci.a and Sto Vincent

A110cation

Plenary

i ¡

"

Procedure for
e onsiderat ion

As separate item

ti

1\

..

Comoro A.Tchir¿lago

Information from Non-BeLf'« G.JVt::y.'r!.inl'~

Territories tra:1smittec1 ur ~;Cl" article
of the Charter and rr::L' ::;(~ ~(~'2ST.lOnS

Special Committ ee resolution e,:
30 August 1973 conc er rrí nz ~'.l.:'.rto Rí co

Ji 1,

,
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Question

Activities of foreign economic and other
interests which are impeding the
implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples in Southern
Rhodesia, Namibia and Territories under
Portuguese domination and in all other
Territories under colonial domination
and efforts to eliminate colonialism,
apartheid and racial discrimination in
southern Africa

Military activities and arrangements by
colonial Powers in Territories under
their administration which might be
impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples

Seychelles

Sto Helena

Gilbert and Ellice Islands, 14/
Pitcairn and the Solomon Islands

New Hebrides

American Samoa and Guam

Niue14!

Tokelau Islands

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

Papua New Guinea 14/

Cocos (Keeling) Islands 14/

Brunei

United States Virgin Islands

14/ See para. 46 below.
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Question

British Virgin Islands

Bermuda

Turks and Caicos Islands

Cayman Islands

Montserrat

Question of participation oí national
liberation movements in the work of
the United Nat.ions

Pattern of Conferences

Question of the list of Territories to
which the Declaration is applicable

Question of holding a series of
meetings away from Headquarters

Implementation of the DecJ.aration on
the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples by
the specialized agencies and the
international institutions
associated with the United. Natio~s

DisseminatioD of informatioL en
decolonization

Question of sending visiting missions
to Territories

Week of Solidarity with the Colonial
Peoples oí Southern Africa Fighting
for Freedom, Independence and Equal
Rights

Matters r-e.Lat í ng to tihe ama.Ll,
Territories

International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms oí 3acial
Discrimination (article 15 of the
Convention)
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Allocation

Sub-Committee II

VI

Il

¡ i

yI

Working Group

iI

Plenary/Working
Group on
specialized
agencies

?lenary/sub­
committees

i 1

iI

Procedure for
consideration

To be decided
by sub-corrunit-LGe

"
IY

IV

As separate item

iI

iI

"

As appropriate

1/
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Ii

Q,uestion

Deadline for the accession of
Territories to independence

Compliance of Member States with the
Declaration and other relevant
resolutions on the question of
decolonization

Offers by Member States of study and
training facilities for inhabitants
of Non-Self-Governing Territories

United Nations Educational and Training
Programme for Southern Africa

International Conference of Experts for
the Support of Victims of Colonialism
and Apartheid in Southern Africa

Decade for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination

Effects of atomic radiation

Co-operation between the United Nations
ans the Organization of African Unity

lmportance of the universal realization of
the right oí' peoples to self­
determination and of the speedy
granting of independ~nce to colonial
countries and peoples for the effective
guarantee and observance of human
rights.

Strengthening of the role of the United
Nations with regard to the maintenance
and consolidation of international
peace and security, the development of
co-operation among all nations and the
promotion of the rules of internat~onal

law in relations between States

Urgerrt need f'ot- suspension. of nuclear
and thermonuclear tests

Declaration of the lndian Ocean as a zone
of peace

-21·-

Procedure for
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To be taken into
consideration by
bodies concerned in
their examination of
specific Territories
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Procedure for
consideration

To be taken into
consideration by bodies
concerned in their
examination of
specific Territories

Respect for human rights ln armed
conflicts

Concerted action on the national and
international levels to meet the need.s
and aspirations of youth and to
promote their participation in
national and international
development

Basic principIes oí the legal status of
the combatants struggling against
colonial and alien domination and
racist régimes

Question

Youth, its education and its
responsibilities in the world today

Use of scientific and technological
developments in the interests of
peace and social devel~pment

Restitution of works of art to countries
victims of expropriation

Policies of aparthei~ of the
Government of Soutl Africa

Implementation of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security

45. At its 974th and 976th meetings, on 17 May and 20 August, the Special
Committee took decisions concerning:

Permanent sovereignty over natural
resources

44. )~t its 952nd, 956th and 974th meetings, on 26 February, 11 i~arch and 17 May,
the Special Committee took further decisions concerning its programme of work for
1974, including the order of priorities for the consideration of the items before
it, on the basis, inter alia, of the recommendations contained in the seventy-first
and seven'ty-second reports of its Working Group (A/AC.l09/L .. 920 and Corr.l and
L.9L~5) o Those decisions are reflected in paragraphs 68 and 69 below.

(a) An invitation to the Chairman to participate, in a series of meetings of
the Special Committee on Apartheid~ held at Berlin (see para. 110 below);
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(b) An invitation to the Committee to be represented at the twenty-third
ordinary session of the Couneil of Ministers and the Eleventh Ordinary session
of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the OAU held at Mogadiseio
(see para. 115 below);

(e) An invitation to the Chairman to partieipate in a meeting of a mission
of the United Nations Couneil for Namibia held at Georgetown, and for the
Committee to be represented at a speeial meeting of the Couneil in eommemoration
of Namibia Day held at United Nations Headquarters (see para. 107 below).

46. At its 976th meeting, on 20 August, the Speeial Committee, in modifieation
of the deeision taken at its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, deeided, on the
proposal of the Chairman of Sub-Committee II (A/AC.I09/PV.976 and Corr.l), to
take up at plenary meetings the questions oí the Cocos (Keeling) Islands, the
Gilbert and Elliee Islands, Niue and Papua New Guinea.

1~7. At its 980th meeting, on 3 September , the 8peeial Committee, on the basis of
the reeommendations eontained in the seventy-third report of the Working Group
(A/AC.I09/L.978), took deeisions coneerning the question of the partieipation
of national liberation movements in the work of the United Nations. An aceount
of the Committee's eonsiaeration of the question is set out in paragraphs
81 to 86 below.

48. At the same meeting, on the basis of reeommendations contained in the same
report, the Speeial Committee took a deeision eoneerning the question of inviting
eertain individuals to appear before it for the purpose of seeurin~ information
on speeifie aspects of the situation in colonial Territories (see paras. 87 to 88
below) •

49. ~\ the smne meeting, on the basis of reeomme~dations eontained in the same
r-epor ';, the Spee ial Committee took dec isions eone erning it s programme of work
for 1)75 (see paras. 136 to 139 and 148 to 151 below).
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151 A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.l, L.945 and L.978.

3. Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information

-24-

52. During the period covered by the present report, the Working Group held three
meetings, on 15 February, 14 May and 29 August, and submitted three reports. 151

976th to 988th meetings, 20 August to 13 November

950th to 975th meetings, 29 January to 1 July

First session:

2. Wor1s.ing Group

Czechoslovakia

India

Indonesia

Do MEETINGS OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE
AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES

Second session:

l. SpeciaJ. Committee

50. The Special Committee held 39 meetings during 1974, as follows:

53. At its 951st meeting, on 8 Februa~J, the Special Committee decided to
maintain its Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information. At its 952nd meeting,
on 26 February, by adopting the seventy-first report or the Working Group
(A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.l), the Special Co:mmi.ttee further decided that, in
addition to its tasks relating to petitions and other communications, the
Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information should be requested to follow the
implementation of General Assemb1y reso1ution 3164 (XXVIII) on the dis:;emination
of Inrormatríon on deco'Lorrí aatdon and to submit recommendations to the Committee
for its consideration, as appropriate, so as to enable the Committee to assist
effectively in the efforts of the Secretary-Genera1 in the discharge of the
specific mandate entrusted to him in the above-mentioned and other reLated
resolutions of the United Nations. In accordance with decisions taken. at tbe same
meeting and at the 966th meeting, on 29 March, the composition of the Sub-Committee
was as fol1ows:

51. At its 950th meeting, on 29 January, the Special Committee decided to maintain
its Working Group. At its 95lst meeting, on 8 February, the Special Committee
further decided that the composition of the Working Group should be as follows:
Congo, Iraq, Trinidad and Tobago and Tunisia, together with its five officers,
namely, the Chairman (United Republic of Tanzar.Lia), the thr€:!e Vice-Chairmen
(Iran, Australia and Bulgaria) and the Rappo:rteur (Venezuela).
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58. At its 128th meeting, on 27 February, Sub-Committee I elected
Mrs. Famah Josephine Joka-Bangura (Sierra Leone) as Chairman.

Chile

China

Congo

Mali

Sierra Leone

Syrian Arab Republic

Unian of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Republic of Tanzania

Yugoslavia

1§J A/AC.109/L.924, L.933, L.938 and L.975.

4. Sub-Committee I

57. At i.ts 95lst meeting, on 8 February, the Specia1 Committee decided to
maírrtaín Sub-Commíttee l. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Committee
further decided that the membership of Sub-Committee I should be as fo11ows:

56. During the period under review, the Sub-Committee considered a total of
seven communications, six of which it decided to circulate as petitions. Tbe
petitions circu1ated by the Sub-Committee are listed in the chapters of tbe present
report dea1ing'Yrith the items to which they refer. The petitions included two
requests for hearing which the SUry-Committee recommended to the Special Committee
for approval.

Syrian Arab Repub1ic

55. The Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information held 13 meetings, between
27 February and 14 June, and submitted four reports tio the Special Committee. 16/
An account of the Committee's consideration of the reports of the Sub-Committee­
on the question of the dissemination of information on decolonization is set out
in chapter Ir of the present report (A/9623 (Part IV».

54. At its 198th meeting, on 27 February, the Sub-Committee on Petitions and
Information elected Mr. Amer Salih Araim (Iraq) as Chairman.

:c;c~.::·:T~: :.::::::-:.ee•.~:::C"'",=.'3CC::"'C:,::;c-;;c-== ::~..=-::c; :.:-:.:-:cc-::::cee::::..-.:: ::::::::-:"'.:.::::::::..::::,'"-.,ce:··::::::c:::-:::.::.:::::.: .C:::, :::.-=ce"

Ivory Coast ~'I

. l
MalJ. :'1
Sierra Leone ::1
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Chile

Denmark

Australia

e
(
t

e
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S

E
t

Sub-Committee II5.

Seychelles and Sto Helena;(a)

Czechoslovakia

Afghanistan

Bulgaria

(b) Activities oí foreign economic and other interests which are impeding
the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples in Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and Territories under
Portuguese domination and in all other Territories under colonial domination and
efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern
Africa;

61. At i ts 951st meeting on 8 February, the Special Committee decided to maintain
Sub-Committee II. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Committee further
decided that the membership of Sub-Committee Ir should be as follows:

(c) Military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories
undez- their administration which might be impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

60. An account of the Special Committee's consideration of the reports of the
Sub-Committee relating to the aboye items is contained in chapter X (A/9623!Add.4
(Part 1», chapter IV (A/9623 (Part V) and chapter V (A/9623 (Part VI».

1

l'

f
I .
I

r

I,
I
I
f·

Ethiopia

Fiji

India

Indonesia

Iran

Iraq

Ivory Coast

Trinidad and Tobago

Venezuela

62. At its l89th meeting, on 27 February, Sub-Committee II elected
Mr. Yilma Tadesse (Ethiopia) as Chairman, Mr. Mohamad Sidik (Indonesia) as
Vice~,Chairman and Ml". Vincent David Lasse (Trinidad and Tobago) as Rapporteur.

-26-

y

t
j

t
1
(

[ 5' ..



I

~.

litI..~
l
(:

"/"
[:

t "....~
.,~I.j
,~
.~
~,

~~
"-;l.,¡

1)
t ~.
l.. '1

1
I

\ .~
I "

[······.·.·1.··,1

í .
\ 'l·;'
1"1]

r~,1
t',~
1 :~
I.·••.•~.
i ~

ti
li

111

\1

1.······.-1'··..

L

t.·.. ··.I·.l".···.. '.

L
I
I
1

.{

"",.:. ://.

-27-

Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands;

Gilbert and Ellice Islands, Pitcairn and the Solomon Islands;

6. Worl!-"ing Group on the Implementation by the Specialized Agencies
and the International Institutions Associated with the United
Nations of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples and other Relevant Resolutions
of the United Nations

(a) New Hebrides;

(b) Tokelau Islands;

(c ) American Samoa and Guam;

(d)

(e)

(f) Bermuda;

(g) United States Virgin I~lands;

(h ) British Virgin Islands, Cayman Islands, Montserrat and the Turks and
Caicos Islands.

66. At its 14th meeting, on 27 February, the Working Group elected
Mr. Barakat Ahmad (India) as Chairman.

Bulgaria

Denmark

India

Iraq

Tunisia

United Republic of Tanzania

63. Sub-Committee 11 held 27 meetings, as well as a series of unofficial meetings
between 27 February and 24 Jtily, and submitted reports on the following i tems which
had been referred to it for consideration:

65. At its 95lst meeting, on 8 February, the Special Committee decided to maintain
the Working Group it had established in 1973 tio . follow the implementation by the .
specialized agencies and the international institutions associated with the United
Nations of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations. At the
952nd meeting, on 26 February, by adopting the seventy-first report of i ts
working group (A/AC.109/L.920 and Corr.l), the'Special Comndttee further decided
that the Working Group on specialized agencies should be requested to examine,
inter alia, the compliance by the organizations concerned with the relevant
United Nations r~solutions, particularly resolution 3118 (XXVIII)~ At the same
meeting, the Special Committee further decided that the membership of the Working
Group should be as follows:

64. An account of the Special Committee's consideration of the reports of the
Sub-Committee relating to the above-mentioned Territories is contained in
chapters XV to XVIII, XXI and XXIII to XXV of the present report (A/9623/Add.5
(Parts 1, II1 and IV) and Add.6 (Part I». The decision of the Committee relating
to Brunei is set out in chapter XIX of the present report (A/9623/Add.5 (Part I».
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982

Meetings

974-976, 978

981

981

961-968

968-973

981

978, 979, 981,

981

952-960, 963, 966, 969, 971, 979-981

Gibraltar; Belize; French
Somaliland .

Seychelles and Sto Helena

Spanish Sahara

Comoro Archipelago

Namibia

Southern Rhodesia

Territories under Portuguese
domination

Antigua, Dominica, St. Kitts-Nevis­
Anguilla, Sto Lucia and Sto Vincent

Falkland Islands (Mal~r.inas)

Territories referred to Sub-Comndttee 1

Territories

r!

¡:, . 67 • During the year, the Working Group held nine meetings between 27 February
¡, and 31 May and submitted one report to the Special Committee. 17/ An account of
[:, the Special Committee' s consideration of this report is contained "in chapter VI

-ll'. of the present report (A/9623 (Part VII).

1, E. CONSIDERATION OF TERRITORIES

ct 68. During the period covered by the present report, the Special Committee
i considered the following Territories:
"11

•.•~

¡I¡,
t·~

1,1
¡~

I1
I
ti
¡~:¡j
(~l'l<~
f~

Territories referred to Sub-Comrrdttee 11

I1

ti

1.•.•.1.

1
.•. '.

LI
J

:1

Gilbert and Ellice Islands,
Pitcairn and Solomon Islands

Tokelau Islands

Bermuda

British Virgin Islands, Cayman
Islands, Montserrat and Turks
and Caicos Islands

New Hebrides

Cocos (Keeling) Islands

Papua New Guinea

975,976,987,988

976, 977

952, 975-977

976, 977

971, 975-977

974, 976, 987, 988

976, 982

17/ A/AC.109/L.98l. The conclusions and recommendations of the Working
Group have been reproduced in chap. VI of the present report (A/9623 (Part VII),
annex 11).
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Meetings

976, 9Tr

976, 977

976

975-977

974, 976, 986, 988

'''~'-' " • ..-- .•,.,-0...... --- ,

·wi....ai

American 8amoa and Guam

Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands

Brunei

United 8tates Virgin Islands

Niue

"16. Having regard to the queetríon of the list of Territories to which
the Dec1aration is applicab1e, the Working Group decided to recommend that
the Specia1 Cornmittee continue consideration of the item at its next
session, subject to any directives which the General Assembly at its
twenty-ninth session might give ín that connexion."

18/ Official Records of the General Assembly, ~wenty-eighth Session,
SupplEmlent No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l), chapo I, para. 197.
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F~ QUE8TION OF THE LI8T OF TERRITORIE8 TO WHICH
THE DECLARATION l8 APPLICABLE

710 At its 980th meeting, on 3 September, the Specia1 Committee considered the
question on the basis of the recommendations contained in the seventy-third
report of the Working Group (A/AC o 109/L e 978) • The relevant paragraph oí that
report read as fo1lows:

Territories referred to Sub-Committee 11
(cont ínued '

70. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving
the seventy-first report oí its Working Group (A/AC.109/L.920 and Corr.l), decided,
inter alia, to take up as a separate item the question of tihe list of Territories
to which the Declara:tion is applicable and to refer it to the Working Group íor
conside~ation and recommendation. In taking that decision, the 8pecial Committee
recalled that, in its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session, 18/ it had stated that, subject to any directives which the General
Assembly might wish to give in that connexion, it would continue, as part oí its
programme of work for 1974, te review the 1ist of Territories to which the
Dec1aration app1ied. The Committee further recal1ed that, in paragraph 2 of its
resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assemb1y had approved the report of the
Special Committee, inc1uding the programme of work envisaged by the Committee
during 1974.

69. An account of the 8pecial Committee's consideration of the Territories listed
above, together with the resolutions and/or conclusions and recommendations adopted
thereon, is contained in chapters VII 'to XXVIII of the present report
(A/9623/Add.1-6).



72. At the same meeting, the Special Committee adopted without objection the
above~mentioned recommendation.

Report of the Rapporteur submitted in pursuance of paragraph 3
of the Special Committee's resolution of 30 August 1973
concerning Puerto Rico 19/
= -

73, At its 983rd to 985th meetings, on 30 October ~nd 1 November, the Special
Committee considered the report of the Rapporteur submitted in pursuance of
paragraph 3 of the Special Committee's resolution of 30 August 1973 concerning
Puerto Rico.

74. At the 983rd meeting, on 30 October, the Rapporteur, in a statement to the
Special Committee (A/AC.I09/PV.983), introduced the report (A/AC.l09/L.976).

75. At the same meeting, the Chairman informed the Special Committee of the
receipt of two communications, dated 28 and 29 October 1974, respectively, froID
IvJr. Rubén Berríos Martínez, President., Puerto Rican Endepende.ice Party, and
Mr. Juan Mari-Bras, Secretary General, Puerto Rican Socialist Party, expresslng
their wish to be heard by the Committee in connexion with its consideration of
the Rapforteur's reporto

76. The Chairman also informed the Special Committee, at the same meeting, that
the Permanent Representative of Cuba to the United Nations had indicated his vdsh
to make a statement in connexion with the Committee's consideration of the
question. The Committee decided to accede to that request.

77. At the same meeting, IvJr. Mari-Bras made a statement (A/AC.I09/PV.983) with
the'Committee's consent. The representative of Chile made a statement
(A/AC.I09/PV.983).

78. At the 984th meeting, on 1 November, Mr. Berríos made a statement
(A/AC.I09/PV.984) with the Committee's consent.

79. At the 985th meeting, on the same date, the representative of Cuba made a
statement (A/AC.I09/PV.985).

80. At the same meeting, the Special Committee decided, without objection, that,
subject to any directives which the General Assembly might give in that regard at
its twenty-ninth session, it would resume consideration of the matter during its
first session in 1975.

G. QUESTION OF THE PARTICIPATION OF NATIONAL LIBERATION MOVEMENTS
IN THE WORK OF THE UNITED NATIONS

81. In its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, the
Special Committee, in connexion with its programme of work for 1974, stated,
inter alia, as follows:

19/ Ibid., para. 84.
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20/ Ioi.d., para. 196.

82. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, in paragraph 2 of
resolution 3163 (XXVIII), approved the programme of work envisaged by the
Committee for 1974, including the decision quoted above.

Mouvement de Libération national des
Comores (MOLINACO)

Zimbabwe African National Union (ZANU)
Zimbabwe African People's Union (ZAPU)

National liberation movements

Partido Africano da Independencia da
Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC)

Frente Nacional para a Libertagao de
Angola (FNLA)
Movimento Popular de Libertagao de
Angola (MPLA)

South West Africa People's Organization
(SWAPO)

Frente de Libertagao de Mogambique
(FRELIMO)

Namibia

Comoro Archipelago

Mozambique

Cape Verde

Southern Rhodesia

Territories

Angola

"196. In view of the importance which it attaches to maintaining close
relations with the national liberation movements of the colonial Territories,
and in conformity with the relevant decisions of the General Assembly, the
Committee will once again invite the representatives of the national
liberation movements recognized by OAD to participate as observers in its
proceedings rela'ting to their respective countries ••• ". 20/

85. At its 980th meeting, on 3 September, the Special Committee considered the
question of the participation of the national liberation movements concerned in the
work of the United Nations on the basis of the recommendations conta~ned in the
seventy-third report of the Working Group (A/AC.109/L.978). The relevant
paragraprs of the report read as follows:

84. An account of the Special Committee's consideration of the above-mentioned
Territories, including references to the meetings at which statements were made
by the representatives of the national liberation movements concerned, is set out
in chapters VII-IX and XI of the present report (A!9623/Add.1-3 and Add.4 (Part 11).,

83. In the light of the foregoing, and taking into account the related decision
of the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, the Special Committee, in .
consult.ation with OAU and through it, invited representativer oí the national
liberation movements concerned to participate as observers in its consideration
of the related Territories. In response to the invitation, the following national
liberation movements took part in the relevant proceedings of the Specia.l
Committee:

, ..



"13. •• o the Working Group recalled that, at i ts twenty~seventh and
twenty-eighth SE:·'~s:i.ons, the GeneraJ. Assembly, in approving the re1ated
recommendationE of -Che Specia1 Committee, had made the necessary financial
provision for the participation as observers of the nationa1 1iberation
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in the
re1evant pvcceedí.ngs of the Special Committee in 1973 and 1974. The
representatives o:' those movements had according1y taken part as obser-vara
in the Comndttee's consideration of the re1ated items in 1973 and 1974.
B-:aring in mind the positive results thus achieved in the Committee's work
as a consequence of the participation of those representatives, the Working
Group agreed te recommend that, in connexion with its consideration of the
re1ated items in 1975 and subject to any directives it might receive in
that regard from the General Assembly at the 1atter's twenty-ninth session,
the Committee should invite representatives of the national liberation
movements concerned to continue to take part as observers in its proceedings
re1ating to their countries. In addition, the Working Group agreed that the
Committee might consider including in the appropriate section or its report
to the General Assembly a recomrr~ndation that, in making the necessary
financia! provisions te cover the activities of the Committee during 1975,
the As semb1y should also t ake this Izrto accourrt ,

"14. In the same connexion, the Working Group agreed to recommend to
the Special Cornmittee that, taking into account the contributions made by
the representatives or the natí.onal, 1iberation movements who had participated
in the work of the Fourth Committee at the twenty-seventh and twer~:,·-eighth

sessions of the General Assembly, it should propose that the Assembly, at its
forthcoming session, invite the leaders of the nationa1 liberation movements
of the colonial Territories in Africa, recognized by OAU, to continue to
participate as observers in the proceedings of the Fourth Committee relating
,to their respective conntries. In that regard, the Special Committee might
also suggest to the General Assembly.that at the outset of its session, the

/

Wourth Commdttee should qonsider making the necessary arrangements to ensure
their participation, including the requisite financial provisions."

86. At the same meeting, the Special Com.rnittee adopted without objection the above
recommendations of the Working Group.

Arrangements for securing information froro individuals

87. At the same meeting, on the basis or the ref'.:mmendations contained in the
above-mentioned report r -;: its Working Group, the Special Committee also considered
the question or the ar? angements tu be made, wLenever necessary, for securing from
individuals such information as it might deem vital1y important to its
consideration of specific aspects of the situati(in obtaining in colonial
Territories. The relevant paragraph of the report read as fol10ws:
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"15. ••• the Working Group agreed to recommend t() the Specia1.
Committee that it should continue to invite, in consultation, as appropriate,
";dth OAU and the national liberation movements concerned, individua1s who
could furnish it with information on specific aspects of the situation in
colonial Territories, which it might not be ab1e to secure otherwise. The
Specia1 Committee might therefore include in the appropriate section of its
report to the General Assembly a recommendation that, in making the necessary
financial provisions to cover the Committee's activities during 1975, the
Assenibly should also take this in.to account ;"

88. At the same meeting, the Special Committee adopted without objection the above
recommendations of the Working Group.

H. MATTERS RELATING TO THE SMALL TERRITORIES

89. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the SpeciaJ. Committee, by approving the
seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/AC.109/L~920 and Corr.l), decided,
inter alia, to inc1ude in its agenda for the current sess.con an item entit1ed
"Matters relating to the sma:!.l Territories" and to consider it at its p1enary and
sub-committee meetings, as appropriate. At the same meeting, on the basis of a
recommendatioll. contained in the same report, the Committee also decided to ho1d a
general exchange of views on the item, which cou1d subsequent1y be taken into
account by the sub-committees concerned in connexion with their examination of tbe
specific items a110cated to them.

90. In taking these decisions, the Specia1 Committee took into account the
provisions of resolution 3163 (XXVIII), by paragraph 14 of which the General
Assemb1y requested the Comurlttee "to continue to pay particular attention to the
sma1.1 Territories and to r'ecommend to the GeneraJ. Assembly the most appropriate
methods and also the steps to be taken to enable the populations of these
Territories to exercise fully and without rurther delay their right to se1f­
determination anú inde'Pendence". The Specia1 Committee also paid due regard to
other re1evar.Lt reso1utions of the General Assemb1y, particularly those concerning
the small Territories.

91. The general exchange of views on the item took place at the 970th meeting, on
4 Apri1, during which statements were made by the representatives of Venezuela,
Australia, Indonesia, Denmark, Fiji, Iraq, India and Bulgaria, as we11 as by the
Chairma.n (A/AC.109/PV.970). At the same meeting, statements were also made by the
representatives of the United Kingdom and New Zealend (A/AC.109/PV.970).

92. Subsequently, the Special Committee, in approving the vartíous re1evant reports
of Sub-Committees I and II. noted that these bodies had taken into accourrt the

- #

pertinent provision~ of the above-mentioned General Assemb1y resolutions in
examining the specific Territories referred to them for consideration.
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l. WEEK OF SOLIDARITY WITH THE COLONIAL PEOPLES OF SOUTHERN AFRICA AND
CAPE VERDE FIGHTING FOR FREEDOM, INDEPEl\fDENCE AND EQUAL RIGHTS

93. At its 952nd meetang , on 26 Pebz-uary , 'bhe Special Commí tüee , by approving the
seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/ACol09/L.920 and Corr.l), decided,
inter alia!) to include in its agenda for the current se8sion an item entitled
iiWeek of Solidarity with the Colonial Peoples of Southern Africa and Cape Verde
Fighting for Freedom, Indepen(!.~nce and Equal Rights" and to consider it at its
plenary and sub-committee meetings:¡ as appropriate.

94. In its consideration of the item, the Special COlrnnittee was guided by the
relevant provisions of General Assembly resolution 2911 (XXVII) of 2 November 1972,
by paragraph 2 of which the Assembly recommended that, Hon the occasion of the
Week, meetings should be held, appropriate materials should be published in the
p~ess and broadcast on radio and television and public campaigns should be
conducted with a view to obt.aining contributions to the Assistance Fund for the
Struggle against Colonialism and Apartheid established by the Organization of
African Unityll o

95. In the light of the foregoing and on the basis of the related recommendation
of the Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information (A/9623 (Part IV), chapo II),
the activities organized by the Special Committee in observance of the Week of
Solidarity included the following:

(a) On 15 ~ay 1974, the Chairman of the Sub-Commíttee on Petitions and ,
Info~mg~;on hp.lñ ~. briefing for representatives of the news media accredited to
the United Nations, during which he explai1'\ed the significance of the Veek and
gave details on the events envisaged by the Special Committee to mark its
observance;

{b) On 22 May, in co-operation with the Office of Public Information, of the
Secretariat, the Chairman of the Special Cornmittee opened a public exhibition
of photographs~ books and magazines depicting the struggle of the colonial peoples
for freedom and independence, with particular emphasis on the worlt: of
reconstruction carried out by the peoples and the national liberation movements
concerned in the liberated areas of the colonial Territories in southern Africa;

(c) On the same day, the Chairman of the Special Cornmittee officially marked
the opening of the Week of Solidarity with a press conference, during which he
emphasiz~d the importance of public information and the role of the news media in
rallying support tor the liberation struggle of colonial peoples, and urged the
international press to lend its fullest possible co-operation;

(d) On 22 and 23 May, an informal panel discussion was held, in the context
of the 205th to 207th meetings of the Sub-Committee on Petitions and Informatíon
(A/AC.I09/SC.l/SR.205-207), to consider ways alld means of improving the
dissemination of information on decolonization. In addition to members of the
Special Comndttee, participants in the panel included members of a number of
permanent missions of Member States to the United Nations, representatives of the
specialized agencies and other oganizations within the United Nations system,
members of the United Nations Council for Namibia, the Special Committee on
Apartheid and the CommiRsion on Human Rights, representatives of national
liberatioh movements from colonial Territories in Africa, as well as a large
number of representatives of the information media and non-governmental
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organizations active in the field of decolonization. The Assistant Executive
Secretary of OAD to the Uriited Nations also participated in the panel discussion;

(e) On 23 May~ the Office of Public Information held a public screening of
two films depicting the liberation struggle of the peoples of the colonial
Territories in southern Africa.

J. INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION
OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

96. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving
the seventy-first report of the Working Group (A/AC.l09/L.920 and Corrol),
decided, inter alia, to include in its agenda for the current session an item
entitled illnternational Convention on the Elimination of All Forros of Racial
Discrimination iI and to consider i t at i ts plenary and sub-committee meetings,
as appropriate.

97. The Specia1 Committee considered the item at its 974th and 981st meetings,
on 17 May and 5 September.

98. At its 974th meeting, by approving the seventy-second report of the 'Working
Group (A/AC.109/L.945), the Special Committee recalled that, having regard to the
tasks entrusted to the Cornmittee under article 15 of the Convention, the General
Assemb1y ~ in paragraph 3 of resolution 3134 (XXVIII), had endorsed 'che request
addressed to the Specia1 Committee by the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination for certain specific information which t.he '1atter Commí.t.t ee wished
to secure from the administerinp Powers on the Territories under their
administrationG 21/ In the 1ight of the foregoing, the Special Committee~ by
approvinp: the same report, decided to request its Chairman to bring to the
attention of the administering Powers concerne~, for appropriate action, the
relevant parts of the report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. Accordingly, by notes verba...es dated 28 May 1974, the Cha.irman
drew the attention of the Governments of AUS'Cl"alia ~ France, New Zea1and ~ Portugal,
Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Norther Ireland and the United
states of America to the relevant parts of the above-mentioned reporto

99. At the 981st meeting, on the proposal of the Chairman (A/AC.109/PV.981)~ the
Specia1 Cornmittee, having regard to the information requested of it under the
relevant decisions of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
contained in the latter's statement of 29 January 1970, 22/ decided, without
objection, to authorize its Chairman to transmit to that Committee~

(a) Copies of the petitions relevant to the Convention;

(b) Such other Special Committee documents as might contain information
about the petitioners concerned;

21/ Ibid., Supplement No. 18 (A/9018), chapo VII, para. 335, and chap X,
sect. B, decision 2 (VIII).

22/ Ibid., Twenty-fif~h Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/8023/Rev.l), chapo 1,
para. 91.
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(d) Records oí the meetings at which the rele~p.nt items were considered and
thepetitioners were hearda .

103. In accordance with this request, the Special Committee drew the attention of
the Security Council to a number of its decisions relating to colonial Territories
in southern Africa, as follows:
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Document

8/11247

Territory

Spanish Sabara

Southern Rhodesia
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Territories under Portuguese
domination

Security Council

Relating to

l.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER UNITED NATIONS BODIES AND INTERNAT7."NAL
INSTITUTIONS ASSOCIATED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS

Petition

A/AC.I09/PET.1253

A/AC.l09/PET.1254

K.

Resolution of 15 March 1974

100. As regards the petitions referred to in paragraph 99 (a) above, the Specia1
Commdttee authorized its Chairman to transmit to the Committee on the E1imination
of Racial Discrimination the fo110wing petitions, which had been circu1ated as
documents of the Specia1 Cornudttee in 1974:

Decision

101. In taking the foregoing decisions re1ating to the Convention, the Special
Committee recalled that an integral part of the mandate entrusted to it by the
General Assembly in resolution 1514 (XV), namely, to bring about the immediate and
fuI1 a;pplication or the Declaration to "all Territories which are not yet
independent", was a call for the attainment of that objective "without any
distinction as to race, creed or col.our", Further, the Committee recalled tha.t
the General Assembly, in resolution 3163 (XXVIII), had reaffirmed its view that
"racial discrimination, apartheid and violations of basic human rights of' the
peoples in colonial Territories can be eradicated fully and with the greatest speed
by tihe fai thfu:l and complete implementation of the Declaration".. In the viet:r of
the Committee, the full implementation of the' D.eclaration necessarily implied the
exercfae by all peoples under colonial domination of the right tú self-determination
and of all other basic human rights.

102. In paragraph 12 of its resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assembly
" requested the Special Committee "to make concrete suggestions which could assist

the Security Council in considering appropriate measures under the Charter with
regard to developments in colonial Territories that are likely to threaten
international pe ace and security", and recornm.end.ed that the Council "take such
suggestions fully into consideration".



3~ Economic and Social Council

4. United Nations Council for Namibia

S/11260

S/11262

S/11261

DocumentRelating to

Namibia

Southern Rhodesia

Territories under Portuguese
domination

Consensus of 8 April 1974

Resolution of 5 April 1974

Decision

Resolution of 2 April 1974

106. In connexion with the Special Comndttee's consideration of the implementation
of the Declaration by the specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations, and in accordance with paragraph 12 of
resolution 3118 (XXVIII) relating to that item, consultations were held in
June 1974 between the President of the Economic and Social Council and the Chairman
of the Special Committee and, in July between the Chairman of the COilllcil's Policy
and Programme Co-ordin~tion Comrrdttee and the Vice-Chairman of the Special
Committee, to consider "appropriate measures for co-ordination of the policies and
activities of the specialized agencies ••• in implementing the relevant resolutions
of the General Assembly". An account of these consultations, as well as or the
Special Comndttee's consideration of the item, is reflected in chapter VI of the
present report (A/9623 (Part VII)).

2. Tru~teeshiE Council

105. During the year, the Special Committee continued to fol1ow closely the work
of the Trusteeship Council relating to the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
and Papua New Guinea. An account of the Committee's consideration of these
Territories is set Olrt in chapters XVIII and XX of the present report
(A/9623/Add.5 (Parts I and II)).

104. Details of the Special Committee's consideration of the items leading to the
above-mentioned decisions are set out in chapters VII~IX of the present report
(A/9623/Add.1-3).

107. Having regard to its own mandate, the Special Commdttee fol1owed closely during
the year the work of the United Nations Council for Namí.bd a , Their respective
officers maintained a close and continuous working relationship. In addition, the
President of the Council and his representatives participated in the work of the

. Comndttee relating to the question of Namibia, in accordance with established
practice. Further, with a view to facilitating the work of the respective bodies,
arrangements were made on a number of occasions for a co-ordinated representation
of the Special Committee, the United Nations Council for Namibia and the Special
Comndttee on Apartheid at various meet~ngs organized during the year by
non-governmental organizations active in the field of decolonization (see
ps.ras , 117-127 beLow}, F'urther, in accordance with a decision taken by the Special
Corrmdttee at its 976th meeting, on 20 August~ the Chairm~~ and one of the Vice­
Chairman of the Committee made st~tements at S13Cial meetings organized by the
Council on 26 August at Georgetown, Guyana, and at United Nations Headquarters in
observance of Namibia Day (A/AC.l31/SR.207).
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111. At its 952nd, 974th and 981st meetings, on 26 February, 17 May and
5 September, the Special Committee took decisions relating to the relevant
provisions of t~e International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms oí
Racial Discrimination, in the light of the requests addressed to it by the
Committee on the Elimination of Racial DiscrLmination (see paras. 96-101 aboye).

108. During the year, the Special Committee followed closely the worlt of the
Commission on Human Rights~ particularly in regard to the question of the
violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the policies of
racial discrimination and segregation and of apartheid, in all countries,
with special reference to colonial and other dependent countries and Territories,
and to the implementation of United Nations resolutions relating to the right of
peoples under colonial and alien domination to self-determination.

,~

J ,._1

, "

Special Comnlittee on Apartheid6.

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination7.

110. Bearing in mind the repercussions of the policies of apartheid on the
situation in the dependent Territories in southern Africa, the Special Committee
also paid close attention during the year to the work of the Special Committee
on Apartheid snd the respective committee officers maintained clase cont~ct

as regards matters of COllilll0n interest ft In addition, the Chairman of the Special
Committee, on 23 May, sent a message to the Special Committee on Apartheld in
connexion 'with the letter' s special session in Europe, with a request that his
statement be placed in the record oí that Committee. Further, as indicated in
paragraph 107 aboye, arrangements were made on various occasions during the year
to co-ordinate the representation of the Rpecial Committee, the Special Committee
on Apartheid and the United Nations Council for Namibia at meetings organized
by non-governmental organizations active in the field of decolonization
(see paras. 117-127 below).

109. In its consideration of the dependent Territories in southern Africa, the
Special Committee paid close attention in particular to the Commission on Human
Rights' consideration oí an i tem entitled "The adver se consequences for the
enjoYment of human rights oí political:¡ military, econom:l.c and other forms of
assistance given to colonial and racist regimes in southern Africa¡¡. The
Committee also took into account the interim report of the Ad Hoc Working Group
oí Experts submitted under resolution 19 (XXIX) of the Comudssion on Human Rights
(E/CN.4/1135), relating specifically to developments concerning the policies of
apartheid and racial discrimination prevailing, inter alia, in Namibia,
Southern Rhodesia, Angola and Mozambique. Further 9 the Committee paid due re~ard

to the report of the Seminar on the Study oí New Ways and Means íor Promoting
Human Rights with Special Attention to the Froblems and l'ifeeds oí Africe.
(ST/TAO/HR/48), which was organized by the Secretary-General, under the terms
oí General Assembly resolution 2860 (XXVI) of 20 December 1971, in co-operation
with the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania, and which was held at
Dar es Salaam írom 23 October to 5 November 1973.
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8. Specialized agencies and international institutions
associated with the United Nations

112. In accordance with the requests contained in the relevant General Assembly
resolutions, the question of the implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions associated with the United Nations
continued to engage the close attention of the Special Committee. In the same
context, the Committee, through its working group on the item, held
consultations with officials of several organizations. An account of these
consultations~ as well as of the Special Committee's consideration of the
question, is set out in chapter VI of the present report (A/9623 (Part VII)).

113. During the year, the Special Committee adopted a number of decisions
relating to the extension of assistance to the peoples of colonial Teriitories ln
southern Africa. These decisions are reflected in chapters VII to IX of the
present report (A/9623/Add.l·-3).
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L. CO-OPERATION WITH THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY

114. Bearing in mind its earlier decision to maintain contact with OAU on a
regular'basis in order to assist in the effective discharge of the mandate
entrusted to it by the General Assembly, the Special Committee, as in previous
years, followed closely the work of OAU during the year and maintained close
liaison ·¡.Tith its General Secretariat on matters of common interest. In particular,
the Special Committee again received the full co-operation of the Executive
Secretary of that organization wbo, in accordance with the standing invitation
extended by the Special Committee, attended and actively participated in the work
oí the Special Counrit t ee and its subsidiary bod í es ,

115. The Special Cornmittee was represented by Mr. Rachid Driss, the Permanent
Representative of 'I'uní.sf.a to the United Nations, one of its member s , at the
twenty-third ordinary session of the Council of Ministers and the Eleventh
Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of OAU held at
Mogadiscio from 6 to 11 and from 12 to 15 June 1974 respectively. The report of
the representative of the Special Committee (A/AC.109/L.969) to the above­
mentioned meetings, which was approved at the 982r-d meeting, on 6 September,
contains an account, inter alia, of his participation in the related proceedings
and of his consultations with officials of OAU and representatives of the
national liberation movements.

116. During the year, the Special Committee also maintained close liaison with OAU
in the context of the implementation of the Declaration and other relevant United
Nations resolutions by the specialized agencies and the international
institutions associated with the United Nations, particularly on matters relating
to the extension of assistance to the peoples of the colonial Territories in
Africa, including the populations of the liberated areas of these Territories
and their national liberation movements. In connexion with the consideration of
the related item by the Economic and Social Council at its fifty-seventh session,
lf~. Mehdi Ehsassi, Vice-Chairman of the Special Committee had the opportunity to
hold extensive consultations on behalf of the Cownittee with th Executive
Secretary of OAU at Geneva on the subject (see A/9623 (Part VIiJ~ chapo VI).

M. CO-OPERATION WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

117. As in previous years, the Special Committee füllowed closely the activities
of non-governmental organizations having a special interest in the field of
dec01onization. In particular, having regard to the relevant provisions of
resolution 3163 (XXVIII) and 3164 (XXVIII), and in accordance with its own
related decisions, the Special Committee was represented during the year at
meetings organized by several organizations. In addition, consultations were held
with officials of these organizations on matters of common concern, including the
dissemination of information on decolonization and the extension of assistance to
the peoples in the colonial Territories and their liberation movements. An
account of the Committee's endeavours to enlist the support of the organizations
concerned in these fields is set out in chapter 11 of the present report
(A/9623 (Part IV)). An outline of the contacts maintained by the Committee
during the year with some of these organizations is given below.
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l. World Peace Council

118. During the year, the World Peace Council (WPC) invited the Special Committee
to be represented on the following occasions:

(a) Meeting of the Sub-Comnattee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid
and Decoloni zation of the Special Non-Governmental Organ.i zations' Committee on
Human Rights (Geneva ) , held at Geneva on 28 January;

(b) Session of the World Peace Council held at Sofia, between 16 and
19 February (A/AC.109/PV.95l);

(e) Meeting of the Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid
and Decolonization of the Special Non-Governmental Organizations' Committee on
Human Rights (Geneva}, held at Geneva on 23 and 24 February (A/AC.I09/PV.954);

(d) Twenty-fifth anniversary session of the World Peace Council Presidential
Committee and Anniversary Conference, held at Paris between 26 and 30 May
(A/AC.109/PV.95l and 974);

(e) International Non-Governmental Organizations' Conference against
Apartheid and Colonialism in Africa, held at Geneva between 2 and 5 September
(A!AC.109!PV.976 and Corr.l).

119. As regards the invitation referred to in paragraph 118 (a) aboye, the Chairman
sent a message to the Secretary-General of the World Peace Council expressing the
Special Committee' s appreciation of the Council' s invitation and its continued
solidarity with the aims and purposes of th3.t organization.

120. With respect to paragraph 118 (b) aboye, the Special Committee, in the light
of a decision taken at its 95lst meeting, on 8 Fepruary (A/AC.109!PV.95l), and
bearing in mind the related decision of the Special Committee on Apartheid to be
represented on that occasion, decided to request the representative of that
Committee, with the latter's concurrence, to follow the relevant proceedings on
its behalf. The Special Committee, in connexion with its consideration of the
pertinent items on its agenda, took due account 'cf the related report submitted
to the Special Commdttee on Apartheid by the latter's representative
(A!AC.115/SR.275).

121. As concerns the invitation referred to in paragraph 118 (e) aboye, the Special
Committee, on the basis of the Chairman's consultations with members and bearing
inmind the decision of the United Nations Council for Namibia to be represented
at that meeting, agreed to request the representative of Zambia, who woul(l attend
the meeting on behalf of the Council, to represent it as well. At the 954th
meeting, on 7 March, Mr. Gibson Roberts Zimba, the representative of Zambia, in a
statement to the Special Committee (A/AC.109/PV.954), submitted a report on his
participation in the meeting of the Sub-Committee. The Chairman made a statement
in that connexion (A!AC.109!PV.954).

122. Having regard to the i~vitation referred to in paragraph 118 (d) aboye, the
Specia1 Committee decided that it should be represented by its Chairman and its
Rapporteur at the meetings of the World Peace Counci1. At its 978th meeting, on
28 August, the Special Committee decided to take into account the relevant
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observations included in the related reports to the Special Committee by the
Chairman and the Rapporteür (see A/9623 (Part IV) chapo 11, annexes 11 and 111)
containing an account of their participation in the Conference and consult~tions

with officials of the World Peace Council.

123. As regards paragraph 118 (e) aboye, the Special Committee was represented at
the Conference by Mr. Philip Johnathan Palmer, the Permanent Representative oí'
Sierra Leone to the United Nations, ann by Mr. Stanislav Suja, the representative
of Czechoslovakia. An oral report covering the activities of the representatives
of the Special Committee is reproduced in the record of the 983rd meeting of the
Special Comndttee (A/AC.I09/PV.983).

2. Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity Organization

124. At the 952nd meeting oí' the Special Committee on 26 Febr't1ary, the Chairman
drew attention to a communication from the Afro-Asian Peoples' Solidarity
Organization (AAPSO) inviting the Cornmittee to be represented at: (a) the eleventh
session of the AAPSO Council, to be held at Baghdad from 24 to 27 March; and
(b) a preparatory meeting for an International Conference in Support of the Zimbabwe
People's Struggle for Freedom and Independence, to be held in the same city on
28 March. The Special Committee was represented on these occasions by
Mr. Nicolas Mondjo, the Permanent Representative 01' the Congo to the United Nations.

3. Anti-Apartheid Movement in the United Kingdo!!!.

125. During his visit to London in May 1974, the Chairman held consultations with
officia,ls of the Anti-Aparthei9=. Movement in the United Kingdom and , on 30 May,
addressed a meeting org~nized by that organization and attended by members of the
United Kingdom Parliament, members of the Commonwealth Secretariat, several High
Commissioners and other representatives of the diplomatic corps and the press, as
well as members of the national and local committees of the Anti-Apartheid MOV6rr.ent
in the United Kingdom and other non-governmental organizations. An account of the
Chairman's consultations with, inter alia, representatives of the Anti-Apartheid
Movement is set out in chapter 11 of the present report (A/9623 (Part IV),
annex 11).

4. World Federation of Democratic Youth

126. In connexion with the holding, on 3 February, of a Day of Solidarity with the
People of Angola, the Bureau of the World Federation of Democratic Youth (WFDY) ,
in a communication to the Special Committee dated 16 January 1974, appealed to
world public opinion to strengthen political and material solidarity with the
people of the Territory and expressed its support for all actions to this elld.
In response to the appeal, the Chairman, in a telegram dated 21 January 1974
addr-eaaed to the Bureau of the Federation, sent a message expressing the Special
Committee's support for the struggle of the peoples of the Territories under
Portuguese domination and reaffirming the Committee' s solidarity with the activities
of the Federation in the field of decolonization.
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5. Other non-governmental organizations

127. On the occasion of a visit to Canada in June 1974 within the framework of the
activities of the Working Group dealinB with the specialized agencies, the
Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information held consultations with
several non-governmental organizations in that country, including the OXFAM
(Oxford Committee for Famine Relief), the Programme d'animateurs pour l'~ducation

au développement (DEAP) and the United Nations Association in Canada. An account
of these consultations is set out in chapter 11 of the present report (A/9623
(Part IV), chap. 11, annex IV).

N. CONSIDERATION OF OTHER MATTERS

l. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations and

related questions

128. In accordance with the relevant provisions of resolution 3110 (XXVIII), the
Special Committee continued its study of the aboye item. An account of the
Committee's consideration of the item is set out in chapter XXIX oí' the present
report (A/9623/Add.7).

2. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding
the implementation of the Declaration on th~_Granting of Independenc~

to Colonial Countries and Peoples in Southe?ti Rhodesia~ N~ibia and
Territories under Portuguese domination and in all other Territories
under colonial domination and efforts to eliminate colonialism,

apartheid and racial discrimination in southcrn Africa --

129. In accordance with paragraph 13 of resolution 3117 (XXVIII), the Special
Committee continued its study of the aboye item. An account of the Committee's
consideration of the item is set out in chapter IV of'~he present report
(A/9623 (Part V)).

3. Mi1itary activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories
~nder their administration which might be impeding the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial

Countries and Peoples

130. As envisaged in its programme of work for 1974, 23/ which was approved by the
General Assembly in paragraph 2 of resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the Specia1 Committee
continued its study of the aboye item. An account of the Corumittee's consideration
of the item is set out in chapter V ~f the present report (A/9623 (Part VI)).

,

4. Compliance of Member States with the Declaration and other
relevant resolutions on the question oí decolonization

131. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving the

23/ Ibid., Twenty-eighth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l), chap~ 1,
para.198.
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seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/AC.lü9/L e92ü and Corr.l), decided
inter alia, to request the bodies concerned to take the aboye item into
consideration in the discharge of the tasks entrusted to them by the Committee.

132. The subsidiary bodies accordingly took that decision into account in examining
the items referred to them for consideration. The Special Committee also took that
decision into accoilllt in its consideration of specific items in plenary meetings.

5. Deadline for the accession of Territories to independence

133. In its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, the
Special Committee, with reference to its programme of work for 1974, stated,
inter alia, as follows:

"In line with the expressed wish of the Assembly, the Special Committee
will recommend, whenever it considers proper and appropriate, a deadline
for the accession to independence of each Territory in accordance with the
wishes of the people and the provisions of the Declaration ••• ". 24/

134. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, in paragraph 2 of
resolution 3163 (XXVIII), approved the programme of work envisaged by the Special
Committee for 1974, including tbe decision quoted aboye.

135. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving the
seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/AC.lü9/920 and Corr.l), and in
requesting Sub-Committees I and II to carry nut th' +asks assigned to them, drew
their attention to the aboye dec í s í on , The sub-· : W1l1ittees accordingly took that
decision into account in examining the speci f'';. 'J~.-,---:_j-~ ,ries referred to them .2'or
consideration. The Committee also took the . ,~~entioned decision into account
in its consideration of specific Territories r1 nary meetings.

6. Question of holding a series of meetin~ away froro Headquarters

136. In its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth session, the Special
Committee, in connexion with its work programme for 1974, stated, inter alia, as
follows:

j1 In the same connexí on , the Committee took into consideration the
provisions of paragraph 6 of resolution 1654 (XVI) and paragraph 3 (9) of
resolution 2621 (XXV), by which the Assembly authorized the Committee to meet
elsewhere than at United Nations Headquarters whenever and wherever such
meetings might be required for the effective discharge of its functions.
Following its consideration of the matter, the Committee, bearing in mind
the constructive results flowing from the holding of meetings away from
Headquarters in previous years, decided to inform the General Assemb1y
that it might consider holding a series of meetings away from Headquarters
during 1974 and to recommend that, in making the necessary financial
provision to cover the activities of the Comr~ittee during that year, the
General Assembly shoQld take that possibility into account. In reaching
this decision, the Committee recalled that it had not held meetings away
from Headquarters during 1973, although the General Assembly had made the
necessary financial provision for that purpose." 25/

¡
~,

24/ Jbid., para. 197.

25/ Ibi~.• , para. 203.
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137. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, in paragraph 2 of
resolution 3163 (XXVIII), approved the programme of work envi8aged by the Spe~ial

Committee for 1974, including the decision quoted aboye.

138. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving
the seventy-first report of the Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.1), decided,
inter alia, to take up the question of holding a series of meetings away from
Headquarters as a separate item and toconsider it at its p1enary and sub-committee
meetings, as appropriate.

139. At its 980th meeting, on 3 September, on the basis of the recommendations
contained in the seventy-third report of its Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.978), the
Special Committee considered the question of holding a series of meetings away
from Headquarters in 1975. At the same meeting, by approving tha~ report, the
Specia1 Committee decided, inter alia, to include in the appropriate section of its
report to the General Assembly, first, a statement to the effect that it might
consider holding a series of meetings away from Headquarters during 1975, and
s econdly , a recommendation that, in making the necessary financial provisions to
cover the activities of the Committee during that year, the General Assembly should
take such a possibility into account. The Special Committee recalled in that
connexion that, although the General Assembly had made the necessary financial
prov~s~on for that purpose, the Committee had not held meetings away from
Headquarters since 1972.

7. Qo-operation and participation o~_the administering
Povor s in the work of the Specia1 Corrilllittee

140. In paragI'aph 15 of its resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assembly called
upon the administering Powers which had not done so "to co-operate fully vdth the
Special Committee in the discharge of its mandate and, in particular, to participate
in the work of the Committee relating to the Territories under their administration."
In response to the aboye request, the administering Powers listed below participated
in the work of the Special Committee~

Australia

141. By virtue of its membership in the Special Committee, the Government oí
Australia continued to participate actively in the Committee's consideration of
the Territories under its administration, the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and Papua
New Gllinea. In particular, as reflected in chapter XX of the present report
(A/9623/Add.5 (Part 11)), the Government of Australia extended its full co-o~eration

to the Committ.ee in connexion with the work of the visiting mission sent in
August to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands.

New Zealand

142. In regard to the Territories under its administration, the Government of
New Zealand also continued to participate actively in the related work of the
Special Committee. In particular, as reflected in chapter XXII of the present
report (A/9623/Add.5 (Part V)), the Government of New Zealand extended its full
co-operation to the Committee in connexion with the work of the visiting mission
sent in August-September to Niue.
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143. In a letter ~ated 24 July 1974~ addressed to the Chairman of the Special
Committee (A/AC.I09/452), the Permanent Representative of Portugal to the United
Nations stated, inter alia, as follows:

Ir. •• I nrve t.he honour to iú f'orm you t hrrt t.no GOVt..:rrlElent oí Por-turm.L
intends to co-operate with the Special Committee.

"We consider that this co-operation will contribute to the affirmation
and strengthening of the principles and rules of the United Nations Charter."

As reflected in chapter VII of the present report (A/9623/Add.l (Pc~rts 1 and 11)) ~
the representative of Portugal kept the Chairman of the Special Committee
informed ,of the related developments in the Territories concerned.

Spain.

144. During the y~ar, the Government of Spain indicated its continued readiness
to participate in the substantive consideration by the SpeciaJ. Committee of the
question of Spanish Sahara.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

1450 In a letter dated 13 June 1974 addressed to the Chairman of the Special
Committee (A/AC.I09/450), the Permanent Representative of the United Kingdom
'co the United Hations stated, inter alia, as follows:

" • •• 1 should a180 Lí.ke to inform you that we shall be happy to prov í de
, the Special Committee with up-to-date information on recent developments
in Non-Self-Gov0rning Territories for which we are responsible, and to use
our best endeavours tO,respond to any request for further information that
the Special Cmnmittee may make. We also stand ready to take part in
meetings of the Special Committee and its sub-cornmittees on United Kingdcm
Non-Self-Governing Territories should we be asked to do so.

"My Government nov looks forward to a periad of far greater mutual
co-operation with the Special Committee than has been the case in the
recent pasto The Special Committee's objectives are shared by the United
Kingdom, and my Government's earnest hope is that our work can be carried
forward in this way ,"

1~6. In keeping with the undertaking given in the aboye communication, the
Government of the United Kingdom participated in the related work of the Special
Committee, as reflected in cha.pters X, XV, XXI, XXIII and XXV of the :nresent
report (A/9623/Add.4 (Part 1), Add. 5 (Parts 1, 111 and IV) and Add. 6 (Part 1)).
In particular, as indicated in chapter XXI of the report, the Government of the
United Kingdom extended its full co-operation to the Committce in connexion with
the work of a visiting mission sent in Augu st to the Gilbert and El.Li.ce 1 s Lands ,

United States of America

147. The Government of the United States continued to participate actively in the
work of the Special Cornmittee relating to American Samoa, Guam and the United
status Virgin Islands.
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8. Pattern of confercncos

148 0 At its 952nd meetin~, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approvinc the
seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.l), aecided,
inter alia, to take up separately an i tem entitled "Pattern of conferences" and to
refer the i tem to i ts Working Group f'o.r consideratior... and recommendations.

ltl·9. In its consideration oí' the item, the Special Cornmittee was guided by the
provisions of the relevant General Assembly resolutions.

150. At its 980th meeting, on 3 September, the Special Cornmittee, by approving the
seventy-third report of the Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.978), decided that, in the
light of its experience in previous years, and taking into account the probable
workload for 1975, the Cornmittee should hold two sessions during 1975, the first of
which should extend from the middle of January to the first week of July, and the
second froro the first week of August to the first week of September. It was the
understanding of the Committee, in takinB the foregoing decision, that the
prograrnme recommended would not preclude the holdinB of extra-sessional meetings
on an emergency basis if developments so warranted. Further, the first session
would include such meetings away from Headquarters as the Committee might decide to
hold during 1975 (see paras. 136-139 aboye). It was also understood that the
Committee might review its meetings prograrnme for 1975 early in that year on the
basis of any developments which might affect its prograrnme of work.

151. With regard to the programme of meetings of the Special Committee for 1976,
it was agreed that, subject to any directives the General Assembly might give in
that connexion, the Committee should adopt a prograrnme similar to that suggested
for 1975.

9. Control and limitation of documentation

152. At its 974th and 980th meetings, on 17 May and 3 September, the Special
Committee, on the basis of the recornmendations contained in the seventy-second
and seventy-third reports of its Working Group (A/AC.I09!L.945 and L.978),
examined the possibility of taking further measures to control and limit its
documentation in the light of the releva~t decisions of the General Assembly.

153. At its 980th meeting, on 3 September, the Special Cornmittee decided to
maintain the existing form and organization of its report to the General Assembly
for the currenJ year and to continue its examination of appropriate 1l1easures to be
taken in that regard at its next session, subject to any decision which the
General Assembly might take at its tweuty-ninth session and on the basis of such
additional information as might be received from the Department of Conference
Services in that connexion.

la. Other questions

154. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, the Special Committee, by approving
the seventy-first report of its Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.l).
decided, inter alia, to request the bodies concerned, in their examination of
specific Territories, to take into account the relevant provisions of the
following General Assembly resolutions:
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(a) Resolution 3120 (XXVIII) concerning o:ff'ers by Member States of study
and training facilities for inhabitants of Non-Se1f-Governing Territories;

(b) Reso1ution 3119 (XXVIII) concerning the United Nations Educational and
Training Programme for Southern Africa;

(e) Resolution 3165 (XXVIII) concerning the International Conference of
Experts for the Support of Victims of Colonialism and Apartheid ln
S0uthern Africa;

(d) Resolution 3057 (XXVIII) concerning the Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination;

(e) Resolution 3063 (XXVIII) concerning the effects of atomic radiation;

(f) Resolution 3066 (XXVIII) concerning co-operation between the United
Nat ions and OAU;

(g) Resolution 3070 (XXVIII) concerning the importance of the universal
realization of the right of peoples to self-determination and of the speedy
granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples for the effective
guarantee and observance of human rights;

(h) Resolution 3073 (XXVIII) concerning the strengthening of the role of the
United Nations with regard to the maintenance and consolidation of international
peace and security, the development of co-operation among all nations and the
promotion of the rules of international law in relations between States;

(i) Resolution 3078 (XXVIII) concerning the urgent need for suspension of
nuclear and thermonuclear tests;

(j) Resolution 3080 (XXVIII) concerning the Declaration of the Indian Ocean
as a zone of peace;

(k) Resolution 3102 (XXVIII) concerning the respect for human rights in
armed eonflicts;

(1) Resolution 3103 (XXVIII) concerning the basic principIes of the legal
status of the combatants struggling against colonial and alien domination and
racist r~gimes;

(m) Resolution 3140 (XXVIII) concerning concerted action on the national and
international levels to meet the needs and aspirations of youth and to promote
their participation in national and international development;

(n) Resolution 3141 (XXVIII) concerning youth, its education and its
responsibilities in the world today;

(o) Resolution 3150 (XXVIII) concerning the use of scientific and
technological developments in the interests of peace and social development;

(p) Resolutions 3151 B, D, and F (XXVIII) concerning the policies of
~~rtheid of the Government of South Africa;
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(q) Resolution 3171 (XXVIII) concerning permanent sovereignty over natural
resources;

(r) Resolution 3185 (XXVIII) concerning the implementation of the
Dec1aration on the Strengthening of Internationa1 Security;

(s) Reso1ution 3187 (XXVIII) concerning the restitution of works of art to
countries victims of expropriation.

155. This decision was taken into account during the consideration of specific
Territories and other items at both sub-committee and p1enary meetings.

156. In addition, having regard to subparagraph 154 (d) aboye, the Chairman, in
accordance with a decision taken by the Special Committee at its 952nd meeting on
the basis of a recommendfftion contained in the seventy-first report of its Working
Group (A/AC.109/L.920 and Corr.l, para. 15), issued, in connexion with the
observance on 21 March of the International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, a statement concerning the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination. The text of the statement is set out in the !'elated report
of the Secretary-General to the Economic and Social Council under General Assembly
resolution 3057 (XXVIII) (see E/5474, para. 25).
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O. REVIEI'¡ OF WORK .2~

157. In its resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assembly re~lested the Special
Corumittee to continue to seek suitable means for the irnmediate and full
implementation of resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2621 (XXV) in all Territories which
had not attained independence and~ in particular~ to formulate specific proposals
for the elimination of the remaining manifestations of colonialismo The Assembly
further requested the Special Cornmittee to continue to examine the compliance of
Member States with the Declaration and with other relevant resolutions on
decolonization, particularly those relating to the Territories under Portuguese
domination~ Namibia and Southern Rhodesia. In addition~ the Assembly requested
the Special Corumittee to ma.ke concrete suggestions which could assist the Security
Council in considering appropriate measures under the Charter with regard to
developments in colonial Territories that were likely to threaten international
peace and security~ ar.d recommend that the Council should take such suggestions
fully into consideration. In the same resolution, the Assembly requested the
Special Committee to continue to pay particular attention to the small Territories
and to recorumend to the General Assembly the most appropriate methods and also the
steps to be taken to enable the populations of those Territories to exercise fully
and without any :urther delay their right to self-determin2tion and independence.
The Assembly also requested the Special Committee to continue to enlist the sup~ort

of national and international organizations having a special interest in the field
úf decolonization in the a.chievement of the objectives of the Declaration and in
the implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations. Further~

in its resolutions 3163 (XXVIII) and 3164 (XXVIII), the General Assembly requested
the Special Committee to continue to seek suitable means for the effective
dissemination of information on decolonization) and called upon the administering
Powers to co-operate fully with the Special Committee in the discharge of its
mandate and} in particular~ to participate in the work of the Committee relating to
the Territories under their administrationo In addition~ the General Assembly, in
a number of other resolutions, assigned to the Special Committee specific tasks
relating to individual Territorieo and other items on its agenda.

158. In the course of its work during the year~ the Special COLITlittee, bearing in
mind the specific requests addressed to it by the General Assembly in
resolution 3163 (XXVIII)~ reviewed the implementation of the Declaration and the
programme of action as well as the various lJnited Nations resolutions relating to
the colonial Territories and, in the light of developments, formulated
recommendations for the application of further measures by States 7 by the competent
United Nations organs, and by the specialized agencies and other organizations
within the United Nations system, with a view to accelerating the pace of

--_.•_-
26/ This section contains a brief review of the principal decisions taken by

the Special Committee during its 1974 sessiono A full account of these and other
decisions is given in the relevant chapters of the present reporto The views
and reservations expressed by individual members on matters reviewed in this section
are contained in the records of the meetings at which they were discussed~

references to which are also included in the relevant chapters referred to above.
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decolonization and the political, econúmic~ social and educational advancement of
the inhabitants. The Committee a180 c orrt í.nued , in accordance vTith resolution
3117 (XXVIII)) its study of the activities of foreien economic and other interests
which are impeding the implementation of the Declara.tion in Southern Rhodesia~

Namibia and Territories under Portuguese domination and in all other Territories
under colonial domination and efforts to eliruinate colonialism, apartheid and
racial discrimination in southern Africa. In addition~ the Comrrlitte~, i; the light
of the relevant provisions of resolutions 3163 (XXVIII) and 3156 (XXVIII), continued
its consideration of the military activities a.nd arrangements by colonial Púwers
in Territories under their administra.tion vrhi.ch are Lmpedi ng the implementation of
the Declaration and are incompatible with the provisions of relevant General
Assembly resolutions. Further~ the Committee under the terms of the relevant
provisions of resolution 3118 (XXVIII), continued i ts examinatior.. of the
impl~uentation of the Declaration by the specialized agencies and the international
institutions associated with the United Nations and adopted a series of
recommendations for the attention of the General Assembly. Further, taking into
account the provisions of the relevant General Assembly resolutions, the Committee
examined the questions of sending visiting missions to Territories and the
publicity to be given to the work of the United Nations in the field of
decolonization. Finally~ the Comraittee carried out a number of other specific
responsibilities entrusted to it by the General Assembly in various resolutions
and undertook other tasks arising from its own previous decisions.

159. The programme of work of the Special Committee, as outlined aboye) kept the
Committee .fu11y occupied throughout its session. Moreover~ many of the matters
entrusted to the Committee had called for its intensified consideration.
Furthermore, the Committee undertook an ex~ensive examination of conditions
prevaililig in smaller Territories~ including in particular the sending of visiting
missions to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands in the Indian Ocean and Niue and the
Gilbert and Ellice Islands in the Pacifico Nevertheless, the Committee was able,
by adhering to a hesvy schedule of meetings between January and November and by
holding~ as appropriate, a series of informal consultations among the members, to
give adequate consideration to, and submit recormnendations on, most of the items
on its agenda and, as regards the remaining ones, to transmit information to the
General Assembly which would facilitate their consideration by the Assembly at its
twenty-ninth session.

160. As envisaged in its report to the General Assembly at its twenty~eighth session
and taking ~.nto account the related decision of the Assembly at that session, the
Special Committee, bearing in mind the progress towards independence and freedom
made by the national liberation movements of several Territories under colonial
domination arrd mindful of the need to maintain close contact with these movements
in the discharge of the tasks entrusted to it by the Assembly) again invited the
representatives of the liberation movements concerned, in consultation with OAU,
to participate as observers in its proceedings relating to their respective
countries. Thus, the Committee had the benefit of receiving valuable information
on the Territories concerned through the active participation in its work of
representatives of ZAllli and ZAPU, in connexion with its consideration of Zimbabwe;
FRELIMO, :C'AIGC, MPLA and FNLA, in connexion with its consideration of the African
Territories under Portuguese domination; SWAPO, in connexion with its consideration
of Namibia; and MOLINACO, in connexion with its consid.eration of the Comoro
Archipelago. In addition, the Committee was able to take into account the views
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expressed during the meetings held, in conformity with the relevant prOV1S10ns of
resolution 2911 (XXVII), to mark the Week of Solidarity 'with the Col~nial Peoples
of Southern Africa and Cape Verde Fighting f'or Freedom~ Independence and Equal
Rights.

1610 At the beginning of its 1974 session) the Special Committee once again
examined closely the critical situation obtaining in the Territories under
Portuguese domination and, with a view to the full and speedy implementation oí the
D~claration with respect to those Territories, adopted resolutions demanding that
the Government of Portugal should cease forthwith its colonial wars and ciscuntinue
all practices which violate the inalienable right of their peoples to freedom and
independenceo The Committee also appealed to all Governments) the specialized
agencies and other organizationswithin the United Nations system and to the
non-governmental organizations concerned~ to render to the peoples of those
Territories all the moral) material and economic assistance necessary to continue
the struggle for their liberation.

1620 In the view of the Special Committee, the overthrow on 25 April of the fascist
régime in Lisban constituted a clear demonstration of the inevitable bankruptcy of
Portuguese colonialismo In noting that the entire world had long been cognizant
of the futility of the policy of colonial oppression which the Portuguese régime
had pursued in Africa) members emphasized that the changes had only been made
possible by the determined efforts of the peoples of the Territories) led by their
national liberation movements, in their struggle to regain their human dignity
and their fundamental rightso These changessignalled the beginning oí a new era of
hope and expectation for the realization of the long-fought-for freedom and
independence of the millions of Africans in the Portuguese~dominatedTerritorieso
Bearing in mind its particular responsibility concerning the Territories and in
accQrdance with the mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly in that regard~

the Special Committee maintained close contact on a continuing basis during that
period with leaders of the national liberation movements and the Executive Secretary
of the OAU Co~ordinating Committee for the Liberation of Africa, as well as with
the Secretary~Generalof the United Nations) in order to assist in the expeditious
implementation of the related United Nations resolutionso In additiou) both the
Secretary-General and the Chairman of the Special Committee had an opportunity to
hold useful and encouraging consultations with representatives of the new Government
of Portugal. Following the further evolution of events in Portugal, the Government
of Portugal categorically renounced the colonialist policy of the previous régime
and accepted fully the relevant provisions of the Charter and the right of the
peoples concerned to self-determination and independence in accordance with the
Declaration) as well as all the relevant resolutions of the United Nations. In
reiterating its firm conviction that the close co-operation of the administering
Powers was an essential element in the effective discharge of its tasks, the
Committee welcomecl these developments and, in particular, the official undertaking
of the Portuguese Government to co-operate closely in th€' work of the competent
organs of the United Nations in the implementation of the resolutionso Although
encouraged by these developments, the Special Committee reiterated its firm belief
that only tlrrough total and unequivocal decolonization ~culd an era of peace be
restored in the Territories under Portuguese dominationo The Special Committee
therefore called upon the Government of Po;..tugal to translate into reality, as a
matter of priority and without hesitation or ambiguity, its acceptance of the
principIes and obligations set out in the above-mentioned United Nations decisionso
In that connexion, members stressed tnat the first and the foremost action to be
taken by the Portuguese Government should be to ensure the satisfactory conclusion,
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without delay, of the negotiations with the national liberation movements of the
Territories concerned, by working out concrete modalities for the speediest possible
transfer of all powers to the inhabitants of the Territories led by their national
liberation movements and by adopting forthwith all necessary measures to remove
all obstacles standing in the way of their complete and full independence. Any
arrangements falling short of such measures or any undue delays in arriving at a
satisfactory solution would only create obstacles to the process of decolonization
and would have far-reaching implications for the peace and stability of the
Territories concerned. In that context, the Special Committee welcomed the
agreement reached bet~een Guinea-Bissau and Portugal and expressed its hope that all
the necessary measures would b~ taken without any delay towards the total
decolonization of Cape Verde. At the same time, the Cf"mmittee welcomed the
resumption of the talks between Portugal and FRELIMO and expressed its confidence

~ that these talks would result in a final agreement leading to the total
independence of Mozambique. In paying a particular tribute to the national
liberation movements whose resilience, dedication and sacrifice had made the new
situation possible, the Special Committee reaffirmed its continued and unwavering
support of and solidarity with the peoples of those Territories under the leadership
of these movements in their determined efforts to achieve freedom and independence.
At the same time, the Co~~ittee appealed to all Governments as well as the
specialized agencies and the institutions associated with the United Nations to
continue to extend all possible moral and material assistance to the peoples of the
Territories as they entered a new and critical stage of their legitimate endeavour
to attain freedom and independence. The Committee further requested all Governments
to exert their é)rts with a view to accelerating the process of decolonization in
the Portuguese-dominated Territories as expeditiously as possible.

i.

163. The question of Southern Rhodesia was also given high priority cnd received
the clase attention of the Special Committee during the year. In this regard, the
Committee, in condemning the continued oppression of the people of Zimbabwe by the
iIIegal racist minority régime, strongly deplored the failure of the Government of
the United Kingdom, as the administering Power, to comply with the provisions of
the relevant United Nations resolutions. In reaffirming the inalienable right of
the people of Zimbabwe to self-determination~ freedom and independence and the
legitimacy of the struggle waged by them and their natienal liberation movements
to secure the enjoyment of that right, the Committee reaffirmed the principIe that
there should be no independence before majority rule in the Territory and that
any settIement relating to the Territory's future must be werked out with the
participation of the genuine political Ieaders and the leaders of the national
liberation movements, including in particular the Reverend Ndabaningi S~thole, the
President of ZANU, and Mr. Joshua Nkomo, the President of ZAPU, and must be
endorsed freely and fully by the people. Accordingly, the Committee called upen
the Government of the United Kingdem to take all effective measures to terminate
the illegal r~gime and to ensure the country's attainment of independence by a
democratic system of government in accordance with the aspirations of the majority
of the population. The Committee alsQ called upon the Government of the United
Kingdom to ensure that, in any exercise te ascertain the wishes and aspirations
of the people of Zimbabwe as to their political future, the procedure should
be in accordance with the principIe oí universal adult suffrage and by secret
ballot~ and without regard to any consideration of race, education or i~come. The
Committee was deeply disturbed in particular at the negative attitude of the United
Kingdom authorities in respect of the activities of the national liberation
movements of the Territory~ incIuding the refusal of those authorities to issue
passports and travel documents to members of the national liberation movements.
The Committee requested thc Government of the United Kingdom te bring about the
conditions necessary to enable the people of Zimbabwe to exercise fully and freeIy
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their right to self-determination and independence, including the expulsion of all
South African forces from the Territory; the unconditional release of all political
prisoners, detainees and restrictees; the repeal of all repressive and
discriminatory measures; the discontinuance oí the current immigration campaign;
the removal of a11 restrictions on po1itica1 activity; and the convening, as a
matter of urgency, of a national constitutiona1 conference where the genuine
representatives of the peop1e, inc1uding the nationa1 1iberation movements, wou1d
be ab1e to work out a sett1ement re1ating to the future of the Territory. In
addition, in noting with satisfaction the recent achievements of the nationa1
liberation movements of Zimbabwe through their determined struggle for freedom and
independence, the Committee requested a11 States, direct1y and through their action
in the specia1ized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations
system of which they are members, as we11 as the non-governmenta1 organizations
concerned and the various programmes within the United Nations, to extend to the
peop1e of Zimbabwe, through their nationa1 1iberation movements, a11 the moral
and material assistance necessary in their strugg1e for the restorat~on of their
inalienable rights. With respect to the sanctions imposed on the i11ega1 minority
regime by the Security Counci1, the Specia1 Co~.ittee strong1y dep10red that the
measures taken so far had fai1ed to bring the rebellion in Southern Rhodesia to an
end and expressed deep concern in particular at recent reports of widespread
vio1ations of those mandatory sanctions. In reaffirming its conviction that
sanctions wou1d not put an end to the i11ega1 regime un1ess they were comprehensive,
effective1y supervised, enforced and comp1ied with, the Committee condemned a11
vio1ations of the sanctions as we11 as the fai1ure of certain Member States to
enforce strict1y the sanctions as being contrary to their ob1igations under
Article 25 of the Charter. In particular, the Committee strong1y condemned the
po1icies of those Governments which continued to co11aborate with the i11ega1
minority régime in its domination of the peop1e of Zimbabwe and ca1led upon those
Governmerrts to cease such col1aboration immediate1y. The Committee also strong1y
condemned the continued importation by the Government of the United States of
chr0me and nicke1 froro the Territory and ca11ed upon that Government to observe
faithfu11y and without exception the provisions of the re1evant United Nations
reso1utions. In the 1íght of these considerations, the Committee requested al1
Governments which had not yet done so to take stringent enfor~ement measures to
ensure strict comp1iance by a11 individua1s, associations and bodies corporate
under their jurisdiction with the sanctions imposed by the Security Counci1 and to
ensure that they wou1d discontinue any form of co11aboration with the il1ega1
regime. Further, in. view of the continued deterioration of the situation resu1ting
fram the intensified repressive measures taken by that regime against the peop1e
of Zimbabwe, the Committee was of the opinion that the scope of sanctions against
the regime shou1d be widened to inc1ude al1 the measures envisaged under Artic1e 41
of the Charter and accordingly invited the Security Council to consider taking the
necessary measures in that regard. Having regard to the persistent refusa1 of
the Government of South Africa to carry out the mandatory decisions of the Security
Counci1, the Committee a1so drew the attention of the Counci1 to the urgent need
to consider imposing sanctions against that Government. Fina11y, the Committee
appea1ed to those permanent members of the Security Counci1 whose negative votes on
various proposa1s re1ating to the question had continued to obstruct the effective
discharge by the Counci1 of its responsibi1ities, to reconsider their negative
attitudes in order to e1iminate the threat to internationa1 peace and security
resu1ting from the situation in the Territory.

164. As regards the question of Nami.bia, which it considered within the context of
the implementation of the Dec1aration, the Specia1 Committee again expressed its



profound coneern at the extremely dangerons situation created by South Africa's
continued violation of its obligations under the Charter witb regard to the
Territory, its outright defiance of world public opinion, and its increasing resort
to violence, torture and intimidation to stifle the opposition of the Namibian
people to its inhuman policy of bantustanization and apartheid and their demand
for the exercise of their inalienable right to freedom and national independence
in accordance with United Nations decisions o The Committee noted in particular
that, during the past year, and especially after the Security Council had adopted
its resolution 342 (1973) terminating further efforts on the basis of its
resolution 309 (1972), there had been an escalation of police terror and
intimidation of Namibians both by the illegal regime of South Africa and by the
authorities of the so-called "homelands". By mass arrests and detentions, brutal
public floggings and dení a'í of the basic freedoms of political expression and
assembly, the South African authorities were seeking to destroy all organized
political opposition in the Territory. The Committee condemned those actions as
not only contrary to the assurances given to the Secretary-General by the
Government of South Africa concerning its recognition and acceptance of the need
for freedom of speech and freedom of political activity, but as constituting a
flagrant violation of basic human rights which could only serve to render the
situation in the Territory more dangerous and explosive. The Committee also
express~d its profound concern for the safety of the Namibians arrested and held
in detention by the South African authorities and endorsed the action taken by the
United Natrí.ons Council for Narnibia in bringing the matter to the attention of the
Security Council. Further, the Committee considered that the recent mass arrests,
the detention and trial of political leaders and the efforts to restrict the
freedom of the press constituted a grave escalation of repression by the South
African authorities which seriously endangered peace and security in the region.
In the light of these developments and of South Africa's continued defiance of
United Nations decisions, and bearing in mind the direct responsibility of the
United Nations for the Territory and its people, the Committee expressed the hope
that the Security Council would consider, as a matter of urgency, taking effective
measures, in accordance with the Charter, to secure South Africa's compliance with
its resolution 310 (1972) and previous resolutions calling for the latter's
immediate withdrawal from the Territory. The Committee also condemned the support
which South Africa received in perpetuating its illegal occupation of Namibia~

especially from those members of NATO which continued to collabor~Ge with the
racist regime, and, in particular, from its major trading partners and from those
financial, economic and other interests which, for selfish motives, had joined
with the illegal regime in exploiting and exhausting the Territory's natural
resources te the detriment of their rightful owners. The Committee, accordingly,
called upon all States to discontinue all such support and to comply with the
relevant United Nations resolutions. In the same context, the Committee noted the
important decision taken by the Arab States to impose an embargo on oil exports
to South Africa, in view of the repressive racist policy pursued by its Government.
The Committee commended the people of Namibia for their courageous stand in the
face of South Africa's ruthless and brutal repression, reaffirmed its solidarity
with the Namibian people in their legitimate struggle to free their country from
the racist and colonialist ~ppressors~ and called upon all States and the
specialized agencies and institutions within the United Nations system, in close
co-operation with the United Nations Council for Namibia and in consultation with
OAU, to provide the Namibian people, through their national liberation movement,
with the increased moral and material assistance which they required in their
struggle fer liberation. Finally, the Committee commended the United Nations
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Council for Namibia for the vigorous measures which it had taken to discharge the
mandate entrusted to it by the General Assembly and, in particular, to protect and
safeguard the interests and welfare of Namibia and its people, and it called upon
all States and intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to co-operate
fully with the Council as the legitimate authority for the amninistration of
Namibia.

165. In addition to its examination of conditions in specific Territories, the
Special Committee also devoted considerable attention to the activities of foreign
economic and other interests which are impeding the implementation of the
Declaration in Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and Territories under Portuguese
domination and in all other Territories under colonial domination and efforts to
eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in southern Africa. On
the basis of its study, the Cornmittee again expressed its concern at the fact that,
during the year under review, the colonial Powers and St~tes whose companies and
nationals were engaged in such activities had continued to disregard the relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly and that, particularly in the colonial
Territories of southern Africa, no steps had been taken to end or to restrain the
activities of those foreign interests which eontinued to deprive the colonial
peoples of the resources needed for a viable independence. In the Committee's
view, the common characteristics of the activities of foreign economic interests in
the majority of the colonial Territories had remained unchanged. Guided solely by
their own interests, the foreign monopolies concerned had continued to follow
economic and financial policies without regard to the legitimate interests of the
inhabitants, exploiting the cheap labour and ruthlessly depleting the natural
resources of those areas. In the colonial Territories of southern Africa, where,
the Committee noted, foreign investments exceeded $US 6 billion and monopolized
practically all the local industries, foreign economic interests had continued to
develop only the most profitable economic sectors and to manipulate agricultural
production by emphasizing. export crops - a policy which reduced the Territorie~ to
the role of suppliers of agricultural products and raw materials and was directly
counter to the inherent rights and legitimate interests of the peoples of the
Territories concerned. The high profits earned by foreign monopolies continued
to be returned to the colonialist countries or to remain in the hands of the
exploitative minority of foreign settlers rather than be invested for the
improvement of the economic, cultural and social conditions of the indigenous
peoples. As a result, the broad rnasses of the inhabitants of the colonial
Territories of southern Africa had been plunged into an abyss of miserYe In that
regard, the Committee noted with concern that certain States - such as the United
Kingdom, the United States, France, the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan and
Belgium, whose bodies corporate were exploiting the natural and human resources of
the colonial Territories concerned - had continued to give political and military
support to the racist regimes in southern Africa. The COmIDittee also found that
the financial and technological participation of certain members of NATO in the
exploitation of these Territories was tantamount to strengthening the oppressive
minority racist regimes in the region. Those activities of foreign economic
interests, in the Committee's view, were thus directly related to the perpetuation
of colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination. In that connexion, the
Committee noted with satisfaction that protest campaigns against the involvement
of foreign economic interests in the exploitation of the colonial Territories had
taken place during the past year in several countries. On the basis of these
considerations, the Committee reaffirmed the inalienable right of the peoples of
the colonial Territories to self-determination and independence and to the
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enjoyment of their natural resources, as well as their right to dispose of such
resources in their best interests. It also reaffirmed that the activities of
foreign economic, financial and other interests at present operating in the
colonial Territories constituted a major obstacle in the way of political
independence, as well as social and economic justice for the indigenous peoples.
The Committee strongly condemned the pi-esenb activities and operating methods of
those interests in the colonial Territories as being designed to keep the colonial
peoples subjugated and to thwart their efforts towards self-determination and
Lndependence, At the same time, it condemned the colonial Powers and the support
given by other States to the foreign economic and other interests which were
exploiting the natural and human resources of the Territories and it requested the
States concerned to take effective measures to stop all such support to the colonial
regimes. Further, the Committee requested all Governments and the organizations
within the United Nations system, having regard to the activities of those
interests which were impeding the implementation of the Declaration in the
colonial Territories, to implement the relevant principIes and decisions contained
in the Declaration and the Prograrnme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order contained in General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI)
and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974. The Committee req~ested once again the colonial
Powers and States concerned to take all necessary measures in respect of their
companies and nationals who owned and operated enterprises in the colonial
Territories, so as to put an end to those activities. In addition, it appealed to
all Governments and the organizations within the United Nations system to bring
new pressure to bear upon the colonialist and racist regimes in southern Africa
with a view·to their acceptance forthwith of the right to independence of the
peoples concerned, and to extend assistance to the national liberation movements
of the Territories for the consolidation of their national independence and
reconstruction programmes, as well as for the full enjoyment of their natural
resources. The Committee further requested the Office of Public Information of the
8ecretariat to undertake an intensified campaign of publicity to inform world
public opinion of the facts concerning the pillaging of natural resources and the
exploitation of the indigenous populations by foreign monopolies and the support
given by them to the colonialist and racist regimes, and it requested the
Secretary-General to give the widest possible publicity to the decisions of the
C~neral Assembly on this question. Finally, the Committee recommended that the
question should be included as a continuing item on the agenda of the General
Assembly during each of its regular sessions and that its Fourth Committee should
also hold a separate debate thereon.

166. The Special Committee also continued its examination of the military
activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories under their
administration which might be impeding the implementation of the Declaration. The
Committee found that during the period under consideration, the objectives of
these activities and arrangements in the colonial Territories had remained
substantially as described in its previous reports, that is, te subjugate and
repress the colonial peoples concerned and their national liberation movements, or
te serve the strategic military interests of the colonial Powers and their allies.
In noting with regret that the colonial Powers and their allies had further
intensified these activities, the Committee concluded that the military activities
and arrangements by colonial Powers in the dependent Territories remained one of
the main obstacles to decolonization. On the basis of its study, the Committee
especially deplored the grave situation prevaili~g in southern Africa, where the
colonialist and racist regimes in power had for years been waging large-scale
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warfare against the colonial peoples anO. their national li.beration movements. The
information before the Committee revealed that, in their desperate efforts to stem
the tide of liberation, the r~gimes concerned, during recent years, haO.
substantially increased their military expenditures anO. expanded their armed
forces, equipping them with weapons largely obtained frem Western countries. In
that regard, the Committee condemned in the strongest possible terms the military
anO. naval co-operation between NATO anO. the colonial anO. racist regimes in
southern Africa. With respect to the Territories under Portuguese domination, the
Committee, in the light of the pledge given by the new Government of Portugal 1)

expressed the hope that the latter would put an immediate end to the brutal and
inhuman colonial wars against the peoples of the African Territories concerned,
withdraw all military anO. paramilitary forces from those Territories anO. enable
their peoples to exercise fully anO. freely their inalienable right to self­
determination anO. independence in accordance with the relevant United Nations
resolutions. As regards Southern Rhodesia, the Committee noted that the illegal
minority regime in the Territory haO. continued to increase its military and police
forces in order to repress the African freedom fighters. The racist regime of
South Africa haO. also continued to strengthen its military capability, increasing
its military budget anO. its use of conscription. Furthermore, the regime's nuclear
programme had led to concern in East Africa that it might already be manufacturing
atomic weapons. With respect to the smaller Territories, such as Guam, the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands, Bermuda anO. others, the Committee noted that the
colonial Powers anO. their allies haO. continued to maintain and establish military
bases anO. other installations, contrary to thp interests of the peoples of the
Territories~ In the light of these developments, the Committee reiterated its
earlier conclusion that military activities in the dependent Territories inevitably
delayed the process of decolonization of the Territories concerned anO. interfered
with the development of their economies. It also confirmed once again that such
activities, besides creating a threat to international peace anO. security in
certain areas, were contrary to the spirit of the Charter and constituted an abuse
by the administering Powers of their responsibilities towards the peoples under
their administration. In view of the foregoing, the Committee demanded the
immediate cessation of wars to suppress the national liberation movements, the
withdrawal of all foreign troops from colonial Territories anO. the dismantling of
military bases in those Territories. The Committee further calleO. upon all States,
particularly those members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) which
continued to maintain relations with the colonialist anO. racist regimes in
southern Africa, to withhold from those regimes all support and assistance. In
addition, it requested all States having responsibility for the administration of
colonial anO. Trust Territories to comply unconditionally with the provisions of
all the relevant General Assembly resolutions, to discontinue all military
activities which impede the implementation of the Declaration, anO. to withdraw all
foreign armed forces from the Territories concerned. The Committee also requested
the Office of Public Information of the Secretariat to undertake an intensified
publicity campaign to inform world public opinion of the facts concerning military
activities anO. arrangements impeding the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV).

167. In accordance with the request contained in the relevant General Assembly
resolutions, the Special Committee also continued to examine the question of the
implementation of the Declaration by the specialized agencies anO. the international
institutions associated with the United Nations. In so doing, the Special
Committee tiook into account the views expressed by the representatives of those
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national liberation movements of the colonial Territories in Africa who had
participated as observp.rs in its work relating to their respective countries, as
well as the views expressed by OAU during related consultations with the Chairman
and with the members of t.he working group on the item. The Committee, therefore,
continued to be fully apprised of the urgent and pressing need of the peoples
concerned for concrete assistance from the specialized agencies and other
institutions associated with the United Nations in the administration of their
countries and the reconstruction prograwnes being undertaken by their national
liberation movements. In that connexion, the Committee noted with deep concern
that, although progress had be~n maintained in the extension of assistance to
refugees from the colonial Territories in Africa, mainly through the continued
efforts of the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR),
the actions so far taken by the organizations concerned to assist the peoples of
those Territories through their national liberation movements remained far from
adequate to meet the urgent needs of these peoples. The Committee reaffirmed that
the recognition by the United Nations of the legitimacy of the struggle of
colonial peoples to achieve freedom and independence entailed, as a corollary, the
extension by the organizations within the United Nations system of all the
necessary moral and material assistance to those peoples, including especially the
populations in the liberated areas of the Territories concerned and their national
liberation movements. In that regard, while expressing its appreciation to those
specialized agencies and organizations which had continued to co-operate, in
varying degrees, with the United Nations in the implementation of the Declaration
and other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the Committee reiterated
its appeal to all specialized agencies and international institutions concerned
as well as to all states to render, as a matter of urgency, all possible assistance
to the colonial peoples in Africa struggling for their liberation. In particular,
it recommended that those organizations should initiate or broaden contacts and
co-operation with those peoples in consultation with OAU and, specifically, that
they should work out and implement concrete programmes for such assistance with
the active collaboration of the national liberation movements. Furthermore, the
Committee reiterated its urgent request that the organizations concerned, including
in particular the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the World Bank,
should take measures, within their respective spheres of competence, to increase
the scope of their assistance to refugees from colonial Territories, including
assistance to the Goverlunents concerned in the preparation and execution of
projects beneficial to those refugees, and, in that connexion, that they should
introduce the greatest possible measure of flexibility in their relevant
procedures. The Committee also urged the organizations concerned to withhold all
assistance from, and discontinue all support to, the Government of South Africa and
the illegal regime of Southern Rhodesia until they restored to the peoples of
Namibia and Zimbabwe their inalienable right to self-determination and independence,
and to refrain from taking any action which might imply recognition of the
legitimacy of the domination of the Territories by those regimes. The Committee,
in welcoming the Portuguese Government's categorical renunciation of the
colonialist policy of its predecessors~ and in particular that Government's
unequivocal acceptance of its obligations under the Charter and of the right of
the peoples concerned to self-determination and independence in accordance with
all the relevant United Nations resolutions, drew the attention of the
organizations concerned to the steps towards decolonization taken by the new
Government of Portugal, thus enabling them to resume their co-operation with the
present Government. Further, in noting with satisfaction that measures had been
taken by several organizations to grant observer status to the national liberation
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movements, the Committee requested those organizations which had not yet done so
to make appropriate procedural arrangements and, if necessary, to amend their
relevant instruments, with a view to enabling representatives of the national
liberation movements of the colonial Territories, recognized by OAU, to participate
fully as observers in all proceedings relating to their countries, particularly
so as to ensure that assistance projects of the agencies and organizations were
carried out to the benefit of the national liberation movements and peoples of
the liberated areas. The recommendation was also made that all Governments should
intensify their efforts in the specialized agencies and other international
organizations of which they were members to ensure the full and effective
implementation of all the re1evant United Nations reso1utions and, in that
connexion, that they shou1d accord priority to the question of providing assistance
on an emergency basis to the peoples in the colonial Territories and their national
1ibera-cion movements. In that regard, the Committee considered that the executive
heads of the agencies and organizations concerned shou1d be urged to submit to
their respective governing bodies or 1egis1ative organs, as a matter of priority,
and in co-operation with OAU, conc:cete proposa1s for the fu11 imp1ementation of the
re1evant United Nations cecisions, in particular specific programmes of assistance
to the peop1es in colonial Territories and their nationa1 1iberation movements,
together with a comprehensive analysis of the prob1ems, if any, confronted by
those agencies and organizations. Fina11y, in the 1ight of the foregoing, the
Specia1 Committee requested its Chairman to continue his consu1tations with the
President of the Economic and Social Council and to maintain contact with OAU.

168. In the light of the request addressed to the Secretary-General by the General
Assemb1y to continue to take concrete measures through a11 the media at his
disposal to imp1ement its previous decisions on the matter, the Specia1 Committee
continued its consideration of the question of the pub1icity to be given to the
work of'the United Nations in the fie1d of deco10nization. _The Committee once
again stressed the need to pub1icize the p1ight .of thé"c'~i~nia1 peoples and the
urgent necessity for concerted efforts to assist those peop1es in their strugg1e for
liberation and nationa1 independence. Aware of the important role played during the
past severa1 years by a number of non-governmental organizations having a special
interest in the field of decolonization, the Committee continued its consultations
with several organizations and took part in meetings organized by them on matters
of common interest. On the basis of those consultations, as we1l as of its own
consideration of the question, the Committee noted that as a result of actions
undertaken by non-governmenta1 organizations such as AAPSO, the Ango1a Comite in
the Nether1ands, the Anti-Apartheid Movement, the Committee for Freedom in Angola~

Mozambique and Guiné, the World Counci1 of Churches and the ¡vorld Peace Council,
the barrier of si1ence imposed by the Western press seemed at last to have been
penetrated and the policies of certain Western Governments appeared increasingly
to have become opposed to the colonial and racist domination of the peop1es of
southern Africa. The Committee was assured in this regard of the continued and
intensified support of the organizations for the work of the United Nations bodies
concerned in the final elimination of the remaining vestiges of colonia1ism in all
its forms and manifestations. In addition to its re1evant consu1tations with
non-governmenta1 organizations, the Committee also devoted considerable attention
during the year to the question within the framework of the observance of the Week
of Solidarity with the Colonial Peop1es of Southern Africa and Cape Verde Fighting
for Freedom, Indepencence and Equal Rights. In that regard, the Chairman of the
Committee, during a press conference attended by a large number of representatives
of the international news media, emphasized the importance of pub1ic information as
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a means of rallying support for the liberation struggle of the colonial peoples
concerned and urged the international press to lend its fullest possible
co-operation. Among the activities organized in connexion with the Week of
Solidarity, a panel discussion heId in co-operation with the Office of Public
Information of the Secretariat provided a forum for an exchange of views regarding
the dissemination of information on decolonization and the modalities by which the
United Nations could contribute towards the effective utilization of all available
ways and means in this field.

169. During the year, the Special Committee gave intensified consideration to the
problem of decolonization of other Territories. As reflected in paragraphs 89 to
92 aboye, the Committee once again held an exchange of views regarding the smaller
Territories and approved a series of concrete recommendations and proposals in
regard to individual Territories. The Committee's effort to assist in accelerating
the process of decolonization in those Territories was further enhanced as a result
of the continu€d co-operation of the Governments of Australia, New Zealand and
the United States, as administering Powers. In the same context, the Committee
welcomed the positive decision of the Government of the United Kingdom, which is
responsible for the administration of the majority of the Territories still under
colonial rule, to participate in the r-e'Leva.rt work of the Committee and to permit
United Nations visiting missions access to the Territories, as appropriate. The
Comnlittee's conclusions and recommendations in regard to each specific Territory
are set out in the relevant chapters of th8 present reporte

170. The Special COIDDlittee, aware of the vital importance of securing adequate and
first-hand information regarding the political, economic and social conditions
prevailing in the colonial Territories, as well as on the views. and aspirations of
their peoples, again examined the question of visiting missiqns. In that regard,
the Committee was particularly guided by the constructive résults achieved by
previous United Nations visiting missions in enhancing the capacity of the United
Nations to assist the colonial peoples in attaining the goals set forth in the
Charter and the Declaration. As reflected in chapters XX to XXII of the present
report (A/9623/Add.5 (Parts II-V)), the Committee, at the invitation of the
administering Powers concerned and in accordance with the relevant decisions of
the General Assembly and of the Special Committee, dispatched visiting missions to
the Cocos (Keeliüg) Islands, the Gilbert and Ellice Islands and Niue. A Special
Mission was sent to Niue for the purpose of observing the proceedings relating to
the act of self-determination by the Niuean people. On the basis of the findings
of the Special Mission, the Committee determined that, as a result of the act, the
people of Niue had freely expressed their wishes and had exercised their right to
self-determination in accordance with the principIes of the Charter and the

,~ Declaration. As a consequence~ the Con~ittee considered that the transmission of
information in respect of Niue under Article 73 ~ of the Charter would no longer
be necessary. The Committee expressed appreciation vO the members of these

r • visiting missíons for the contributions' t.hey had made, and to the administering
Powers and the local Governments concerned for the assistance and co-oper-atií on
extended to the missions. The Corrmittee~ on the other hand, deplored the negative
attitude of certain administering Powers towards the receiving of United Nations
visiting missions and called upon them to reconsider their attitude. In that
regard, th8 Chairman was requested to continue his consultations with the
representatives of the administering Powers concerned with a view to ensuring an
early dispatch of such' missions to the Territories under their administration. The
Committee, at the same tinle, noted the express readiness of the Government of
Portugal "'Co co-operate closely with the Committee in connexion with the dispatch
of visiting missions to the Territories concerned.
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171. The Special Committee also continued its review of the list of Territories
to which the Declaration is applicable. As indicated in paragraphs 70-80 above,
the Cornmittee decio.eo., subject to any o.irectives which the General Assembly
might wish to give in that regard at its twenty-ninth session, to take up, o.uring
its first session in 1975, the report of the Rapporteur submitteo. in pursuance of
paragraph 3 of its resolution of 30 August 1973 relating to Puerto Rico.

172~ Finally, bearing in minO. the positive results achieved in its work as a
consequence of the participation of representatives of the national liberation
movements (see para. 160 above), the Special Committee decided that, in its
consio.eration of the related items during 1975 and subject to any directives which
it might receive in thet regard from the General Assembly at the twenty-ninth
session, it should invite representatives of the national liberation movements
concerned to continue to take part as observers in its proceedings related to
their countries. In the same connexion, the Committee decided to continue to
invite, in consultation, as appropriate, with OAD and the national liberation
~ovements concerned, individuals who could furnish it with information on specific
aspects of the situation in colonial Territories, which might not be obtainable
otherwise. Further, taking into account the contributions made by tne
representatives of the national liberation movements who had p~rticipateo. in the
work of the Fourth Committee at the twenty-severth anO. twenty-eighth sessions
of the General Assembly, the Special Committee aecided to propose that the
Assembly, at its forthcoming session, invite the leaders of the national
liberation movements of the colonial Territories in Africa, recognized by OAD,
to continue to participate as observers in the proceedings of the Fourth
Committee relating to their respective countries. In that regard, the Special
Committee suggested to the Assembly that the Fourth Committee, at the outset of
the session, should consider making the necessary arrangements to ensure their
participation, including the requisite financial provisions (A/c~4/770).
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P. FUTURE WORK

173. In accordance with its mandate, and subject to any further directives which it
may receive from the General Assembly during the twenty-ninth session, and bearing·
in mind the provisions of the releV'ant Assembly resolutions, especially resolutions
2621 (XXV) and 3163 (XXVIII), the Special Cornmittee intends during 1975 to intensify
its efforts in seeking the best ways and means for the irnmediate and full
implementation of the Declaration in all Terri~ories which have not yet attained
independence. In particular, the Cornmittee will Keep under scrutiny developments
concerning each Territory, as well as the co~pliance by the colonial Powers with
the decisions and resolutions of the United Nations addressed to them. The
Committee will also examine the extent of compliance by all Member States with the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
the programme of action for its full implementation and other United Nations
resolutions on the question of decolonization. On the basis of this review and
examination, the Cornmittee will submit conclusions and recommendations as to the
specific measures necessary for the achievement of the objectives set out in the
Declaration and the relevant provisions of the Charter.

174. In undertaking the above-mentioned tasks, the Special Cornmittee will continue
to be guided by the provisions of paragraph 12 of resolution 3163 (XXVIII), whereby
the General Assembly requested it to make concrete suggestions which could assist
the Security Council in considering appropriate measures under the Charter with
regard to developments in colonial Territories that are likely to threaten
international peace aná security. The Committee intends to undertake a further
comprehensive review of the situation concerningOthese Territories, including, in
particular, Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and the Territories lli!der Portuguese
domination.

175. In view of the importance which it attaches to maintaining close relations
with the national liberation movements of the colonial Territories, and in
conformity with the relevant decisions of the General Assembly, the Committee will
once again in~ite the representatives of the national liberation movements
recognized by OAU to participate as observers in its proceedings relating to their
respective countries. Further, whenever necessary, the Committee will invite, in
consultation, as appropriate, with OAU and the national liberation movements
concerned, indivi~uals who could furnish it with information on specific aspects
of the situation obtaining in colonial Territories, which it might not be able to
secure otherwise.

176. In line with the express wish of the General Assembly, tlle Special Committee
wi11 recommend, whenever it considers proper and appropriate, a deadline for the
accession to independence of each Territory in accordance with the wishes of the
people and the provisions of the Dec1aration. In addition, the Committee, as
requested in paragraph 14 of resolution3l63 (XXVIII), wi1l continue to pay
particular attention to the smal1 Territories and to recommend to the Assembly
the most appropriate methods and steps to be taken to enab1e the populations of
those Territories to exercise fully and without further delay their right to
self-determination and independence. The Committee wi11 also continue at its
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next session ~o revievT the list oí Territories to which the Declaration applies,
subject to any directives which the Assembly might wish to give in that connexion.

177. Taking into account the provisions oí resolution 3117 (XXVIII) concerning the
activities of íoreign economic and other interests which ti~e impeding the
implementation of the Declaration in Southern Rhodesia, Namibia and the Territories
under Portuguese domination and in all other Territories under colonial domin~tion

and eíforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in
southern Africa~l and oí other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly, the
Special Committee intends to continue its consideration oí further measures with a
view to bringing to an end the activities of those íoreign economic and other
interests. Moreover, in the light of its conclusions and recommendations contained
in chapter V oí the present report (see A/9623 (Fart VI)), the Committee intends
tJ continue as appropriate its study of military activities and arrangements by
colonial Powers in Territories under their administration which might be impeding
the implementation of the Declaration. In doing so, the Committee will be
guided by the provisions oí paragraphs 4 and 9 oí resolution 3163 (XXVIII) and
paragraphs 5 and 11 of resolution 3156 (XXVIII).

178. As regards the implementation oí the Dec1aration by the specia1ized agencies
and the international institutions associated with th~ United Nations, the Specia1
Committee intends to continue its consideration of the question during 1975. In
doing so, the Committee wil1 once again undertake a review oí the action taken or
envisa~ed by international organizations in the implementation of the relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly , and in par-t í cr-Lai the provisions of those
resolutions relating to the Territories in Af~ica. The Committee intends to
maintain the W'orking Group to fol10w close1y the implementation of the above­
mentioned resolutions by these organizations, and, in particular, to hold further
consul~ations and contacts with them, as appropri~ce. The Committee will also be
guided by the results oí further consultations to be held in 1975 between its
Chairman and the President oí the Economic and Social Council w'Íthin the context
oí relevant decisions of the General Assembly, the Economic and Social Council and
the Special Committee itselí. Moreover, bearing in mind the relevant provisions
of resolution 3118 (XXVIII), the Committee will maintain c10se.contact on a
regular bar.,« "·rith the Administrative Secretary-Genera1 oí OAU as wel1 as senior
members oí tuc organization, as a1so with the Administrative Committee on
Co-ordination and its subsidiary bodies, with a view to facilitating the effective
implementation of the decisions oí the va~ious United Nations bodies by the
specialized agencies and other or-gan.ízatrir.na concerned.,

179. In paragraph 15 of resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assembly ca11ed upon
the administering Powers to co-operate fu1ly with the Specia1 Committee by
permitting the access of visiting missions to the colonial Territories in
accordance with decisions previously taken by the Assemb1y and by the Committee.
A similar provision is contained in paragraph 6 of resolution 3156 (XXVIII) and
pnragraph 5 of resolution 3157 (XXVIII). As will be noted in the r~levant chapters
oí' the pr'<serrt report, the Commí trtee , having regard to the consr rc ,;'¡-- ~'!rp role played
by previous United Nations visiting groups, continues to att6(' ,;)" imf.:. ...+.ance to
the dispatching of such groups as a means of co1lecting ade0' . :3,: , /Jr~~1 hand
information on conditions in the Territories and on the wi ':>'.' ~., ".'d,',l.vns of
the people concerning their future status. According1y, ,,-"i:! 'U1t,l,¡, : ""1',' ,,' ':ts
resolution of 22 August 1974 (A/9623 (Part IV), chapo II~~, r:IT' { 1. j"
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Conooittee intends to continue to seek the full co-operation of the
administering Powers in order to enable it to obtain such information through the
sending, as appropriate, of visiting groups to the Territories in the Caribbean,
Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean areas, and to the Territories in Africa. The
Committee be1ievesthat the General Assembly will wish to address on~e again an
appeal to the administering Powers tü extend their co-operation by facilitating
visits to Territories in accordance with the decisions previously taken by the
Committee and with other decisions which the Committee may adopt {n 1975.

180. The Special Committee, conscious )f the importance which the General Assembly
has attached to the mounting' of a world-wide campaign of publicity in the field of
decolonization and bearing in mind the provisions of resolution 3164 (XXVIII) and
other relevant resolutions of the Assembly, intends to give this question
continuous attention during the coming year. The Special Committee expects to
continue its review of the relevant programmes of publications and other
information activities envisaged by the newly established unit on information
relating to decolonization and by the Office of Public Information of the
Secretariat. In particular, the Sub-Committee on Petitions ~nd Information, in
close co-operation and collaboration with the Secretariat, will give further
consideration to ways and means of effecting the widest possible dissemination
of the relevant information and will carry out a continuing programme of
activities to this ende In addition, the officers of the Committee will maintain
close contact on a regular basis with the appropriate offi~eswithin the Secretariat
with a view to the implementation of paragraph 4 of resolution 3164 (XXVIII),
by which the Assemb1y requested the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the Specia1 Committee and through the unit on information relating to

. decolonization, to collect, prepare and disseminate on a continuous basis, basic
material, studies and articles relatil.?; to various aspects of decolonization. In
this connexion, the Assembly will no dcubt wish to invite the Secretary-General
to intensify his efforts and to urge the administering Powers to co-o~erate with
him in promoting the large-scale dissemination of information in the field of
decolonization.

•

181. The Special Committee also attaches great importance to the contrib~tion of
non-governmental organizations having a special interest in the field in support
of the colonial peoples struggling for liberation. During the coming year, the
Special Committee will continue to seek the close collaboration of such
non-governmental organizations with a view, inter alia, to enlisting their support
in the dissemination of the relevant information and in the mobilization of world
public opinion in the cause of decolonization. To that end, the Committee plans
to dispatch during 1975 groups of its members to hold consultations with the
organizations concerned at their respective headquarters and to participate in
conferences, seminars and special meetings dealing with decolonization, arranged
by these organizations. In the same context, the C0mmittee will also continue to
co-operate with the Economic and Soc~al Council in its examination of how
non-governmental organizations in consultative status with the Council assist in
the achievement of the objectives of the Declaration and other relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly.

182. In the light of the provisions of the relevant General Assembly resolutions
concerning the pattern of conferences, and taking into consideratioll its experience
in previous years, as wt:;_~l as its probable workload for next year, the Special
Committee has approved a tentative progrmmme of meetings for 1975 which it
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commends íor approval by the Assembly. In the same connexion, the Committee took
into consideration the provisio~s oí paragraph 6 oí resolution 1654 (XVI) and
paragraph 3 (9) oí resolution 2621 (XXV), by which the Assembly auchorized the
Committee to meet elsewhere than at United Nations Headquarters whenever and
wherever such meetings might be required íor the effective discharge of its
functions. Following its consideration of the matter, the Committee, bearing in
mind the constructive results flowing from the holding of meetings away from
Headquarters in previous years, decided to inform the Assembly that it might
consider holding a series of meetings away from Headquarters during 1975 and to
recommend that, in making the necessary financial provision te coV'er the activities
of the Committee during that year, the Assembly should take that possibility into
account. In reaching this decision, the Committee recalled that it had not held
meetings away from Headquarters during 1973 and 1974, although the Assembly had made
the necessary financial provision for that purpose.

183. The Special Committee suggests that when the General Assembly examines the
question of the implementation of the Declaration ex its twenty-ninth session it
may wish to take into account the various recommendations of the Committee which
are reflected in the relevant chapters of the present report and, in particular,
to endorse the proposals outlined in the present section, in order to enable the
Committee to carry out the tasks envisaged by it. In addition, the Committee
recommends that the Assembly should renew its appeal to the administering Powers
to take immediately all necessary steps for the implementation of the Declarátion
and the relevant United Nations resolutions. In that connexion, the Committee,
bearing in mind the useful results achieved as a consequence of the active
parti~ipation by some of the administering Powers in its work, recommends that
the Assemb1y should once again request the administering Powers concerned to
co..-openat.e with the Committee in the discharge of its mandate and , in particular,
to par~icipate actively in its werk re1ating to the Territories under their
respective administration. Bearing in mind the affirmation by the Assembly that
direct association of the Non-Self-Governing Territories in the work of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies is an effective means of promoting
the progress of the peoples of those Territories towards a position of equality
with Member States of the United Nation;, the Committee aiso recommends that the
Assembly should invite the administering Powers to allow representatives of the
Territories cencerned to participate in the discussion in the Fourth Committee
and the Special Committee of the items relating to their respective countries.
Further, the Assembly might also wish to renew its appeal to a11 States, the
specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system, to
comply with the various requests addressed to them by the Assemb1y and by the
Security CO'lncil in the relevant reso1utions of the United Nations on the question
of decolonization.

i84. The Special Cornmittee recommends that, in approving the programme of work
outlined above, the General Assembly shou1d also make adequate financial provision
to cover the activities of the Committee envisaged for 1975. The Committee was
informed that the financia1 implications of the sending of visiting groups as
~nvisaged in paragraph 179 above, would be of the order of $US 133,000. A series
of meetings away from Headq~arters, should the Committee decide to hold one within
the context of paragraph 6 of resolution 1654 (XVI), and paragraph 3 (9) of
reso1ution 2621 (XXV), would resu1t in the expenditure of about $US 186,000.
Further, it is estimated that the additional programme of publicity for the work
of the United Nations in the field oí decolonization envisaged by the Committee for
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1975 (see para. 180 above) wou1d giv~ rise to an expenditure oí approximately
$US 70,000. The further consultations and contacts envisaged with the specia1ized
agencies and the United Nations system of organizations in connexion with the
prograrnme of work of the Working Group wou1d entail an expenditure of some
$US 6,800. In addition, the consultations scheduled to take place between the
Chairman oí the Special Committee and the President of the Economic and Social
Council (see para. 178 above), together with the related consultations with the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination and its Preparatory Committee, would
entai1 an expenditure of about $US 5,500. In the same context, the consultations
with OAU on a regular basis would entail a further expenditure of $US 5,000
(see para. 178 above). The consultations and contacts with non-governmental
organizations would amount to some $US 14,500 (see para. 181 above). Further,
the participation of the represent.atdvea of the nationa1 1iberation movements in
the Committee's work (see para. 175 above) wou1d give rise to an expenditure in
the order of $US 25,000. The ~rrangerlents, in consu1tation with OAU and the
national liberation movements, for securing information from individua1s (see
para. 175 above) would entai1 an expenditure of $US 12,700. Final1y, the Specia1
Committee expresses the hope that the Secretary-Genera1 wil1 continue to provide it
with a11 the facilities and personnel necessary for the discharge of its mandate,
taking into account the various additional tasks assigned to it by the General
Assemb1y as well as those arising from decisions taken by it during the current
year.

\
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Q. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT

185. At its 975th meeting~ on 1 July~ the Special Committee decided without
objection to authorize its Rapporteur to submit directly to the General Assembly
th~ chapters of its report relating to the questions of Territories under
Portuguese domination~ Southern Rhodesia and Namibia. At its 982nd meeting, on
6 September, the Special Committee also authorized its Rapporteur to submit
directly to the General .Assembly the chapters oí its report relating to the
remaining items on its agenda.

186. At its 986th meeting~ on'8 November, the Special Committee decided without
objection to approve sections O and P above. The representative of Denmark ma~.;

a statement in that rega.rd at the 988th meeting, on 13 November (A/AC.109/PV.988).

',.,,

187. At the 988th meeting on 13 November, statements on the occasion of the
closing of the Special CoU'",ittee 's 1974 session Wf~re made by the Chairman and by
the representatives of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (on behalf of
Eastern Eu.ropean membera}, rrrinido..c1 and 'I'obarro (en behalf of Latin American
members), Indonesia (on behalf of Asian members and Yugoslavia) and Mali (on
behalf oí African members), as well as by the representatives of Iran and Bulgaria
(as Vice-Cha.irmen), Australia (on behalf of Denmark and Australia, and as
Vice-Chairman):) and Venezue.La (as Rapporteur). The representative of Sierra. Leone
a1so made a statement (A/AC.I09/PV.988).
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CHAPTER 11

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION ON DECOLONIZATION

A. comSIDERATION BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

l. At its 951st meeting, on 8 February 1974, the Special Committee decided
without objection to maintain its Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information. At
its 952nd meeting, on 26 February, by approving the seventy-first report of its
Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corrol), the Committee further decided that, in
addition to its task relating to petitions and ~thér communications, the
Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information shoulu be charged with following the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 3164 (XXVIII) on the dissemination
of information on decolonization and should be requested to submit recommendations
to the Committee for its consideration, as appropriate, so as to enable the
Committee to assist effectively in the efforts of the Secretary-General in the
discharge of the specific mandate entrusted to hiro in the above-mentioned and
other related resolutions of the United Nations. By the same decision, the
Committee agreed to take up the item separately and to consider it at its plenary
and sub-committee meetings.

2. The Special Committee considered the item at its 972nd and 978th meetings,
on 5 April and 28 Augusto

3. ~n its consideration of the item, the Special Committee took into account
the provisions of the relevant General Assembly resolutions, particularly
resolution 3164 (XXVIII). By paragraph 3 of that re~olution, the Assembly
requested the Secretary~General, having regard to the suggestions of the Committee,
Oto continue to take concrete measures through all the media at his disposal,
including publications, radio and television, to give widespread and continuous
publicity to the work of the United Nations in the field of decolonization, to the
situation in the colonial Territories and to the continuing struggle for
liberation being waged by the colonial peoples ••• !? By paragraph 9 of the same
resolution, the Assembly requested the Committee IVto continue to seek suitable
means for the effective dissemination of information on decolonization and, in
particular, to hold consultations, as appropriate, with theOrganization of
African Unity and the national liberation movements concerned, as well as with
the non-governmental organizations having a special interest in the field of
decolonization iV

• By paragraph 10 of the same resolution, the Assembly further
requested the Committee to follow the implementation of the resolution and to
report thereon to the Assembly at its twenty-ninth session. The Committee was
also guided by the provisions of General Assembly resolution 3163 (XXVIII), by
paragraph 16 of which the Assembly requested the Committee ato continue to enlist
the support of national and international organizations having a special interest
in the field of decolonization in the achievement of the objectives of the
Declaration and in the implementation of the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations, and in particular to assist the Economic and Social Council in its
consideration of the related items on its agendall

• Ir.. addition, the Committee
paid due regard to the relevant information furnished to it by the representatives
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of the national liberation movements of the colonial Territories in Africa who had
appeared before it and i ts subsidiary bodies during the year.

4. In its consideration of the item, the Special Committee also took into account
the relevant observations contained in the following reports relating to the item,
as well as, whenever appropriate, the statements by members pertaining to these
reports:

¡
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(a) Report of the Chairman on his consultations on behalf of both the
Special Committee and the United Nations Council for Namibia, with the
organizations participating in the World Congress of Peace Forces, held at Moscow
from 25 to 31 October 1973 (see annex 1 to the present chapter);

(b) Report of the Chairman on his consultations with the World Peace Council
on the occasion of its tw'enty-fifth anniversary celebrations, held at Paris from
26 to 30 May 1974, as well as with other non-governmental organizations (see
annex 11 to the present chapter);

(c) Report of the Rapporteur on his participation in the above-mentioned
session of the Wor1d Peace Counci1 (see annex 111 to the present chapter);

(d) Report of the delegation of the Special Committee, consisting of
Mr. Phi1ip Johnathan Palmer (Sierra Leone) and Mr. Stanislav Suja (Czechos1ovakia),
on its participation in the Internationa1 Non-Governmental Organizations
Conference against Apartheid and Colonialism in Africa, held at Geneva from

'2 to 5 September (A/AC.l09/PV.983);

(e) Report of Mr. Arturo Montoya (Peru) on his consultations, on behalf of
both the Special Committee and the Special Committee on ~partheid, with the
World Peace Council on the occasion of the Counci1 9s session he1d at Sofia from
16 to 19 February (A/AC.115/SR.275);

(f) Report of Mr. Gibson R. Zimba (Zambia)on his consultations, on behalf
of both the Special Committee and the United Nations Council for Namibia, with the
Sub-Committee on Racism, Racial Discrimination, Apartheid and Decolonization of
the Special Non-Governmenta1 Organizations Committee on Human Rights (Geneva) on
the occasion of the Sub-Committee 9s session held at Geneva on 23 and 24 February
(A/AC.I09/PV.954).

An account of the Special Committee's co-operation with the above-mentioned
and oth~r non-governmental organizations is set out in chapter 1 of the present
report (A/9623 (Parts 1-111), paras. 117-127).

5. At the 972nd meeting, on 5 April, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee on
Petitions and Information, in a statement to the Specia1 Committee
(A/AC.I09/PV.972) introduced the 188th report of the Sub-Committee, containing its
third report on the item (A/AC.l09!L.938), which included suggestions concerning
the observance for the current year of the Week of Solidarity with the Colonial
Peoples of Southern Africa and Cape Verde Fighting for Freedom, Independence and
Equal Rights. At the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of
Australia, the United Repub1ic of Tanzania and Bulgaria, as well as by the Chairman
(A/AC.I09/PV.972). An accóunt of the activities held by the Special Committee in
observance of the Week of Solidarity is set out in chapter 1 of the present report
(A/9623 (Parts 1-111), paras. 93-95).
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6. At its 978th meeting, on 28 August, the Special Committee considered the
189th report of the Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information, containing its
fourth report on the item, which included a surnmary oí the views expressed by the
participants in a panel discussion held on 22 and 23 May in connexion with the
observance of the ¡'¡eek of Solidarity, as well as an account of the consultations
held by the Chairman of the Sub-Committee with several non-governmental
organizations in Canada (see annex IV to the present chapter).

B. DECISIONS OF THE SPECIAL CO~1ITTEE

7. At its 972nd meeting, on 5 April, the Special Committee adopted the third
report of its Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information on the item (see para. 5
above) and endorsed in principIe the suggestions contained therein. In taking
that decision, the Special Comnlittee agreed that the üecessary consultations
woul.d be held subsequently, as appropriate, with a view to the implementation of
the specific measures envisaged in the reporto

8. At its978th meeting, on 28 August, , the Special Committee adopted without
objection the fourth report oí its Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information on
the item (see para. 6 above ) , The Committee also decided to take into account the
relevant observations and r ecommendatdons contained in the report, as well as the
observations contained ín the related reports of the Chairman and the Rapporteur
(see paras 4 (b) and (c) above) in connexion with its further consideration of
the item.

9. During the year under review, the Special Committee also took the following
decisions concerning the publicity to be given to matters relating to specific
items ton its agenda:

(a) At its 960th meeting, on 15 March, the Special Committee decided, in
paragraph 12 of a resolution on the question of Territories under Portuguese
domination (A/9623/Add.l (Part 1) chapo VII, annex 11 A), to invite the Secretary­
General, bearing in mind the relevant provisions of resolution 3164 (XXVIII), to
continue to take effective and concrete measures through all the media at his
disposal to give widespread and continuous publicity to information relating ~

the situation obtaining in these Territories;

(b) At its 968th meeting, on 2 April, the Special Committee decided, in
paragraph 10 of a resoll~ion on the question of Southern Rhodesia (A/9623/Add.2,
chapo VIII, para. 14), to invite all Governments, the specialized agencies and
other organizations within the United Nations system, the United Nations bodies
concerned and non-governmental organizations having a special interest in the
field oí decolonization, as well as the Secretary-General, to take steps, as
appropriate, to give widespread and continuous publicity through all the media
at their disposal to information on the situation in Zimbabwe and the relevant
decisions and actions of the United Nations, with particular reference to the
application of sanctions against the illegal régime;

(e) At its 979th meeting, on 29 August, the Special Committee, by adopting
the report of Sub-Commíttee 1 concerning foreign economic activities in colonial
Territories (A/9623 (Part V), chapo IV, annex), decided to recommend to the
General Assembly that it request the Office of Public Information of the
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Secretariat to undertake an intensified campaign of publicity with a view to
informing wor1d public opinion of the facts concerning the pillaging of natural
resources and the exp1oitation of the indigenous population by foreign monopolies
and the support they give to the co1onialist and racist régimes. In addition~

the Committee reco~~ended to the Assembly that it request the Secretary-General
to undertake measures aimed at giving the widest possible publicity to the
decisions of the General Assembly taken in connexion with the activities of
foreign economic and other interests in colonial Territories;
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(d) At the same meeting; the Special Committee, by adopting the report of
Sub-Committee I concerning military activities in colonial Territories
(A/9623 (Part VI), chapo V, annex), decided to recommend to the General Assembly
th~t it request the Office of Public Information of the Secretariat to undertake
an intensified campaign of publicity with a view to informing world public opinion
of the facts concerning military activities and arrangements impeding the
implementation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960.
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Annex 1*

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN, EF. SALIM AHMED SALIM
(UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA), RELATING TO
THE WORLD CONGRESS OF PFACE FORCES, MOSCOW,

OCTOBER 1973

l. In a letter dated 9 November 1972, the Secretary of the World Peace Counci1
informed the Chairman of the Specia1 Commitee of the proposal to hold a Wor1d
Congress of Peace Forces at Moscow in the autumn of 1973.

2. At its 903rd meeting, on 8 Harch 1973, the Specia1 Cornmittee, in deciding to
dispatch a delegation of its members to visit the headquarters of various
non-governmenta1 organizations having a special interest in the field of
decolonization~ agreed to request the delegation to attend an International
Consultative Meeting for the Wor1d Congress of Peace Forces, he1d at Moscow frorn
16 to 18 March. The delegation of the Special Committee, consisting of its
Vice-Chairman, ~x. Frank O. Abdulah ( Trinidad and Tobago), and the Chairman of
its Sub-Committee 1, Mrs. Famah Joka-Bangura (Sierra Leone), accordinglyattended
the meeting and submitted a report thereon to the Committee. a/

3.Subsequently, in the course of the consultations undertaken by the Chairman
with officials of the World Peace Counci1 in April 1973, a discussion was held
concerping the participation of the Special Committee in the proposed World
Congress of Peace Forces. b/

4. At its 949th meeting, on 14 September 1973, the Specia1 Committee decided to
request its Chairman to represent it at the World Congress of Peace Forces. At
the request of the United Nations Counci1 for Namibia, the Chairman also
represented the Counci1 on the same occasion.

5. The World Congress of Peace Forces, held from 25 to 31 October 1973 at the
Kremlin Palace of Congresses, was attended by more than 3~000 delegates
representing sorne 120 internationa1 and over 1,100 naticnal organizations from
143 countries. The Secretary-General of the United Nations was represented
by the Assistant Secretary-Genera1 for Special Political Questions, who
de1ivered the Secretary-Genera1's message to the Congress on its opening day
(see appendix 1 b.eLov}, The Special Committee on Apartheid was also represented
by one if its members, the Pel'manent Representative of Somalia to the United
Nations.

6. On 26 October, Mr. Leonid l. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the Central
Ccn:rnittee of the Communist Party of the Sovie'c Union, addressed the World Congres s ,

* Previous1y issued under the symbol A/AC.109/L.916.

al Officia1 Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session,
§upplement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l), vol. 1, chapo 11, annex II.

b/ Ibid., annex l.
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In his statement, which covered all the items on the agenda of the Congress,
l~. Brezhnev welcomed the participation of representatives of the United Nations
and of its committees and specialized agencies. On the question of colonialism,
l~. Brezhnev said that "the entire course of post-war development has proved
convincingly that colonialism and aggression, the policy of colonial tYranny
and the policy of force are essentially two sides of one and the same medal.
There is therefore every justification for the fact that in the very name of
the Congress the struggle for peace is associated closely with the struggle for
national liberation". .

7. On the same day, the Chairman of the Specia1 Commiteee also made a statement
(see appendix II below). In brief, the Chairman expressed gratitude to the
organizers of~he World Congress, the people and Government of the Soviet Union,
for the opportunity to meet in Moscow. He also thanked the Soviet people and
their Government for the constant support which they had rendered to the fighters
for national liberation, against colonialism, racism and apartheid. The Chairman
noted that the active support of the peoples, world public opinion and democratic
organizations in' particular was needed above all to achieve the full
implementation of the United Nations reso1utions concerning those matters.
proclamation of independence of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, which had by
been recognized by 60 States, was the result of 12 years of heroic struggle
the people of that country. Mr. Amílcar Cabral, an outstanding son of the
Guinean peop1e, had contributed much strength to this struggle, and the Chairman
wished to pay tribute to his memory.

8. The \!or1a public considered the presence of Portuguese troops in
Guinea-Bissau not only an act of aggression, a violation of the sovereignty and
the territorial integrity of that country, but a threat to universal peace. The
situation in Africa was still complicated. The racist regimes in Portugal,
BOlleh Africa and Southern Rhodesia were persistently violating the decisions
adopted by the United Nations. He called upon the participants in the World
Congress.and the progressive world public which they represented to lend their
support to the United Nations bodies concerned and to unite their forces in the
struggle for peace and against colonial and racist oppression.

9. Of the 14 commissions established by the World Congress, Commission VII,
presided ayer by I\1r. Marcelino dos Santos (Mozambique), dealt with "National
Liberation - the Struggle against Colonialism and Racism". Over 300 delegates
participated in the deliberations of the Commission. At the close of its session,
the Commission adopted a draft programme of action for consideration by the
World Congress, the relevant parts of which are reproduced in appendix III

.. ' .. below.

10. On 31 October, the World Congress,adopted the report of Commission VII. It
, also approved a "Declaration of the World Congress of Peace Forces for

International Security and Disarmament, for National Independence, Co-operation ando
Peace", the relevant parts of which are reproduced in appendix IV below. The
World Congress also aáopted an appeal calling for among other things, the
elimination of racism~ colonialism ancl neo-colonialism in all their manifestations
and a report on the follow-up action.

11. Although the topics covered by the World Congress extended beyond the problem
of colonialism, it none the less provided another opportunity to examine closely
the situation in southern Africa and other colonial Territories and enabled the
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national liberation movements concerned to draw attention once again to their
achievements as well as their problems and to identify the needs and requirements
for their reconstruction and development progra~nes.

12. The delegations te the World Congress represented mainly non-governmental
organizations whose actions could, primarily in the Western countries, constitute
a source of information and of pressure which might help reorient or revise
support to colonial and racist regimes. Their determined efforts could
successfully arouse world public opinion against the policies and activities
of those Governments which continue to assíst those regimes.

13. In view of the successful outcome of the World Congress and bearing in mind
the valuable contacts the Special Committee had already established with meny
non-governmental organizations, the Chair~an is confident that the Committee
will further intensify its efforts to enlist the support of these organizations
in the discharge of the tasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly.
Conf~rences and meetings such as theWorld Congress of Peace Forces would no doubt
supplement the efforts of the United Nations in this regard and mobilize public
support for the struggle for liberation and new sources of assistance to the
liberation movements.
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Appendix I

MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS
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It is with great pleasure that I extend my warm greetings and sincere wishes
to the World Congress of Peace Forces, the participants oí which have gathered
here from all parts of the globe and represent a broad spectrum of international
and national organizations dedicated to the promotion of peace and well-being of
all mankind.

As I have stressed on more than one occasion, I attach great importance to
the role played by non-governmental organizations in supporting the activities of
the united Nations. This co-operation is absolutely necessary for the United
Nations to meet the interests of mankind and to make its hopes a reality. The
Congress has gathered after several preparatory conferences attended by the heads
of many important non-governmental organizations which adhere to most varied views
and traditions. At the Congress a number of vital present-day issues will be
discussed, including the promotion of international peace and security,
disarmament, the liquidation of colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination
and environmental protection. Recent world developments impart special urgency to
these discussions. The encouraging process of relaxation must be carried on
through the joint efforts of the Governments and peoples of all countries so as to
put an end to existing conflicts and make attempts to find solutions to serious
and urgent problems facing all mankind.

The tragical conflict in the Middle East, to which we all are wit~esses,

once again shows how fragile peace is and how much effort must be exerted to achieve
durable peace in all corners of the earth.

I am sure that the efforts of national and international public organizations
can be of great help to Governments in conformi:~:g their policies with their
actions towards this goal.

1 wish the Congress great success in its work.
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Appendix II

ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE

It is a great honour and pleasure for me, both as a Tanzanian and in my
official capacity as Chairman of the principal United Nations body concerned with
decolonization, the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to ~he

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, to be present at this World Congress of non-governmental
organizatians representin:::: so many millions of people in all parts of the world.
When I look around at this impressive assembly, which is undoubtedly the largest
meeting of international and national non-governmental organizations devoted to the
promotion of peaceful relations among the peoples of the world~ I cannot b~t feel
that this is a truly historic occasion and that the assembly has been aptly named
the World Congress of Peace Forces. The organizations present, together with their
constituencies~ represent what could well be one of the most powerful movements in
the world today~ provided that all can concert their efforts for the common cause.
The fact that you have come together here is in itself a good augury and I wish to
pay a tribute to those who conceived this World Congress and laboured so hard to
bring it to fruitiono I should like in particular to congrqtulate
MI'. Romesh Chandr'a , the Sec-"etary-General of the World Peace Council ~ on the
success of his constant efforts. At the same time, our thanks must also go to the
Government and people of the Unian of Soviet Socialist Republics for hosting this
vlorld Congress and for eccor'ddng us all the most generous hospitality and a most
warm welcome.

As Chairman of the Special Committee, I am deeply conscious of the solidarity
of the Soviet Union with the colonial peoples in theiro just struggle for national
liberation; nor , indeed, can I forget the initiative t.aken by this great country
to bring about the adoption by the United Nations Gen.-.ral Assembly, at its
fifteenth session, of the historic Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples.

Before I turn to the subject~matterwith which you will be dealing~ I wish to
take this opportunity to express to the World Congress greetings from my friend and
colleague, MI'. Paul Lusaka of Zambia, the President of the United Nations Council
for Namibiao At this time, when the United Nations General Assembly is about to
begin its discussions of the Namibian question, it is not possible for him to leave
New York. He asked me to represent him~ however~ and to express to you his deep
interest in the successful outeome of your deliberations.

Since the objeetive of this Worla. Congress is to discuss the maintenanee of
world peace in its broadest aspects, it is no aceident that one of the four main
topies whieh figure on your agenda coneerns questions relating to deeolonization,
raeial diserimination, apartheid and neo-colonialism, for it is the violation of
basie rights, the repression and exploítation of men by men, whieh is the essential
jngredient of colonialism in all its manifestations, that is today the greatest
barrier to world peaceo We in Africa, who live close to the seene of the worst
examples of eolonialist and racist oppression in Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe,
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Namibia and South Africa, know only too well the ruthless and inhuman character of
colonialism and the sufferings of our African brotherso We know only too well the
pitiless warfare being waged by the colonialist and racist oppressors against the
African peoples who are struggling for national liberation~ particula~ly in the
Territories under Portuguese domination, and the serious threat which it poses
not only for the peace and security of Africa, but ultimately for the peace of the
whole worldo In 1960, when the United Nations adopted the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, it was hoped that
colonialism would rapidly disappear and soon become only an evil memory. Yet,
today, 13 years later~ no less than 28 million people still live under foreign
enslavement and, as the recent reports of massacres in Mozambique have reminded us,
are in many cases the victims of unequalled barbarismo lt is not surprising,
therefore, that the General Assembly at its last session reaffirmed that the
continuation of colonialism in all its forms~ including racism, apartheid and
economic exploitation by foreign economic and other interests, as well as the waging
oí colonial wars to suppress the national ~iberation movements of the colonial
Territories in Africa~ is incompatible with the Charter of the United Nations, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Declaration on the Granting of
lndependence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and poses a threat to international
peace and security. The removal of this threat requires not only that the
resolutions of the General Assembly and the Security Council should be respected
and implemented by all Governments~ but also that there should be action on the
part of a1l peace-loving forces to bring about rapid and complete decolonization.
That is precisely the ta.sk of the Special Committee of which l have the honour to
be Chairman - to seek to mobilize all available forces in support of the cause of
decolonization and, in particular, in support of the peoples of the colonial
Territories in their legitimate struggle for freedom and independence. That is
also ~~y l am speaking to you today, because we in the Special Cormnittee know that,
in í ~.-.. to combat colonialism and racism in the world, we must have the support
of put .ic opinion. We look to your organizations for active co-operation and
assistance in mobilizing public opinion against the evils of colonialism in all its
manifestations and in bringing about the effective and complete isolation of those
régimes which continue to pursue colonialist and racist policies, in violation of
United Nations resolutions.

Just before l left New York, the permanent representatives of sorne 56 States
Members of the United Nations made a formal request for the inclusion of an
additional item on the agenda of the twenty-eighth session of the General Assembly
entitled "lllegal occupation by Portuguese military forces of certain sectors of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau and acts of aggression cornmitted by them against the
people of the RepublicHo This request is the logical consequence of the
proclamation by the first Popular National Assembly of Guinea-Bissau on
24 September J.9'r3 of the independence of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, which has
now been recognized by 60 States. It represents the culmination of 12 years of
bitter struggle by the people of Guinea-Bissau in a bloody war of liberation against
one of the most oppressive colonial régimes in history; a war which is still
continuing and taking its toll in human suffering. Last year, a mission of the
Special Committee visited the liberated areas of Guinea-Bissau al and attested to

al See Official Records of the General Assembly, Twenty-seventh Session,
Supplement No. 23 (A/8723/Rev.l), chapo X, annex l.
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the existence of a functioning state structure in the liberated areas and also to
the tremendous eflorts being made by the Partido Africano da Independencia da Guiné
e Cabo Verde (PAIGC) to build a new economic and social order in their devastated
country. Last year our fallen brother~ Amílcar Cabral, the late Secretary-General
of PAIGC, announced at United Nations Headquarters that the elections for a People's
National Assembly had started and that, once constituted, the Assembly would
proclaim the independence of the country. We salute here the memory of
Amílcar Cabral and his unswerving fight for freedom and universal peace. We
congratulate our brothers of PAIGC, in particular Secretary-General
Aristides Pereira, the Government, the People 9s National Assembly and all the
people in Guinea-Bissau, for their courage and determination and for the
independence of their nation. Today, the presence of Portuguese military forces
in Guine~-Bissau is being treated in the United Nations as an act of aggression
whieh constitutes not only a gross violation of the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the independent State or the Republie of Guinea-Bissau, but also a
serious threat to the peaee and seeurity oi the region.

As mueh as we rejoice at the success achieved by PAIr' in Guinea-Bissau, we
remain preoccupied by the grave situation obtaining in the remaining colonial
Territories in southern Africa, where increasing aggression by the colonialist and
racist régimes poses a most serious threat to international peace and security.
For too long the peoples of southern Africa have been left to struggle alone
against the barbarism of their colonialist and racist oppressors; for too long the
Lndusta-í.a.l.i.zed nations of the Western world, spurred by: self-interest and the
hunger for profits, have turned a deaf ear to the pleas for help of the African
people. Sueh a situation cannot continue, for in it lie the seeds of a mueh greater
racial eonflagration.

In Zimbabwe, the illegal racist minority régime of Ian Smith is tryiug to
eonsolidate itself by the creation of so-called tribal-trust homelands, which would
ereate yet another apartheid state in the Territory, and by intensifying repressive
measures against the people of Zimbabwe. In Namibia, South Africa continues to
defY the United Nations and is seeking to eonsolidate and perpetuate its illegal
presence by the libantustanizationil of the international Territory of Namibia
against the will of its people. In Mozambique a~d Angola, Portugal is waging a
total war and using ehemieal weaponso

How eould the régimes in Salisbury, Pretoria and Lisbon eontinue to repress
the peoples of Zimbabwe ~ Namibia, Angola, Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau, defy the
United Nations and continue to threaten Afriea's, and, indeed, international peaee
and seeurity, if not beeause of the complicity of eertain Western Powers, the
military allies and trading pa~tners of those régimes.

Despite thcse abhorrent forees of repression, it is most gratifying to note
that the heroie struggle for liberation co~tinues tO_Re intensfied on all fronts.
In Angola and Mozambique, consolidation and reeonstruetion programmes for the
liberated areas are being extensively and progressively implemented and further new
fronts for the forees of liberation are being opened up. In Zimbabwe, the
eourageous and unwavering stand taken by the Afriean peoples against the raeist
minority régime has brought about an entirely new phase in the struggle for
majority rule. In Namibia, the patriotie Namibians have clearly demonstrated their
det:=-r'mination to resist any manoeuvre aimed at annexing their country to South
A d and any further imposition of measures aimed at the destruetion of the
nat i.ona.L unity and territorial integrity of their Territory.
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As a result of the activities of the Special Committee~ the General Assembly~

as 1 have already' pointed out~ has affirmed that the continuation of colonial
rule~ as well as apartheid and all forms of racial discrimination~ constitutes a
serious impediment to the maintenance of international peace and security and a
crime against humanity. The Assembly has further affirmed the legitimacy of the
struggle of colonial peoples to exercise their right to freedom and independence.
The88 principIes have been the basis of appeals for action to the Security Council
and of requests addressed to all States and specialized agencies to provide support
for the colonial peoples in the struggle for restoration of their inalienable
rights.
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(2) Increased assistance to refugees from colonial Territories;

(1) Recog~ition of the liberation movements of Angola, Guinea-Bissau
and Cape Verde and Mozambique as the authentic r€?resentatives of the true
aspirations of the peoples of those Territories;

-81-

(3) Moral and material assistance to the peoples in Africa strl1ggling
for their liberation from colonial rule, to their liberation movements and

These are:

1 would like now to refer briefly to the role of non-governmental organizations
in the process of decolonization and ~n supporting and assisting the liberation
movements.

. Many of the non-governmental organizations represented here have played a
significant role in mobilizing support for the liberation of Africa. They have
organized conferences, observed the Week of Solidarity with the Colonial Peoples of
Southern Africa and Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde Fighting for Freedom~ Independence
and Equal Rights, publicized the struggle of the liberation movements and carried
on public campaigns to obtain contributions for the liberation movements. In sorne
countries, they have constitúted pressure groups on Governments and heJ.c8d to
correct errors and reorient policies. Their contribution to the liberation struggle
and their assistance to the liberation movemerrts have been\ invaluable. Yet , tihe
non-governmental oi-ganí zat í ons could accomplish a great dea'L more if t.hey would
concert their actions in support of the efforts of the United Nations bodies such
as the Special Committee on Decolonization and the United Nations Coun~il for
Namibia. We in the Special Committee believe most profoundly in the power of public
opinion and in the strength of the forces which you represent. We look to you for
collaboration and support in our endeavours, aboye all in pressing for action in the
four areas which the General Assembly specifically pinpointed in the programme of
action for the full implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.

On the recommendation of the Special Committee~ the General Assembly has
recognized the legitimacy of the liberation struggle of the colonial peoples in
Africa and the authenticity of their national liberation movements which have been
granted the status of observers by the Special Committee~ the Fourth Committee oí
the General Assembly and by several specialized agencies of the United Nations.
They are no longer considered at the United Nations as mere petitioners~ a condition
which applied to the liberation movements for over 26 years~ but as the true and
authentic representatives of their people with the right to participate at the
United Nations in discussions of the problems relating to their Torritories.



r:
1",

1:

1,

particularly to the pop1l1ations in the liberated areas of the Territories
concerned;

(4) Discontinuance of all collaboration with the Government of Portugal
and South Africa as well as with the illegal régime of Ian Smith.

The perpetuation of colonialism in the world today is a major cause of
international tensions and a barrier to the establishment of peaceful and harmonious
relations among nations. For, so long as millions of our fellow men are being
subjugated and are being denjed their fundamental right to self-determination and
independence~ there can be no real peace. For that reason, we must unite our
efforts so that a peace based on freedom, equality and justice for all nations may
prevail.,
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EXCERPTS FROM THE DRAFT PROGRAMME OF ACTION PREPARED BY
COMMISSION VII
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Appendix 111

A. Africa

The International Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims of
Colonialism and Apartheid in So~~hern Africa, held at Oslo in April 1973, under
the auspices of the United Nations and the Oreunization of African Unlty {OAU), and
with the full participation of the African liberation movements recognized by
OAU, formulated a "prograrnme of action for concerted international efforts to
hasten the eradication of the scourge of colonialism and apartheid, thereby
promoting international peace and security". al

.. .
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The Con~ress should commend this programme for study and action by all
organizations and individuals.

The Congress should commend the plans to organize an international conference
of non-governmental organizations in 1974 to consider the problems of colonialism,
racism and apartheid in southern Africa, and formulate a prograrnme fo? public
actión to help eradicate these vicious forms of opprcssion and exploitation. It is
hoped that this conference will secure the widest participation of non-governmental
organizations and of all liberation movements recognized by OAU, and that the
United Nations bodies concerned and OAU will lend their full co-operation.

, ,

The trade uní on movement can playa crucial role in the stru;3c:1e against
colonialism, racism and apartheid.

The Congress should welcome the resolutions adopted rec0ntly by tbe
International Trade Union Conference against Apartheid, held at Geneva in June 1973,
as well as the actions by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) against
Portuguese colonialism. t

~.
I

B. Countries under Portuguese colonial domination

The Congress should call on all Governments and organizations to give high
, , priority to a special publicity campaign, through all mass media, to inform world

public opinion of:

, (a) The progress of the struggle of the peoples of Guinea-Bissau and
Cape Verde, Angola and Mozambique and Sao Tome and Prfncipe, under the le~dership of

~ For the report oí the Conference, see document A/9061, annex.
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the Partido Africano da Independencia de Guiné e Cabo Verde (PAIGC):I the i:c'V"irr.ento
Popular de Libertagao de Angola t~WLA), the Frente de Liberta~ao de Mo~ambiQue

(FRELIMO) and the Comité de Liberta~ao de Sao Tome e Príncipe (CLSTP);

('o) Tlle progress in reconstruction in liberated areas and the present needs
for assistance;

(c) The crlmes of Portuguese colonialists;

(d) 'I'he support received b:,' Portuguese colonialists from their allies and
froro the North Atlantic Treaty Organiz3.tion (NATO) and the European Economic
Cornmunity (BEC).

'I'he Co:ngress s nouLd call on t he peoples in the NATO countries and the
Govermnents of those llTATO member States wn i ch have condemned Portuguese colonialism
to take effectiY'3 steps to isolate Portup;al and prevent anv ass í atance to i t.

C. Republic of Guinea-Bissau

The Congress we.Lccmes the birth of the new State of Guinea-Bissau and pledges
its support to its Government in its urgent tasks of ending the Portuguese
occupatiol1 of parts of its national territory and the reconst.ruction of the
country.

It appeals to all Governments to recognize the State of Guinea-Bissau and
extend it diplomatic, economic and other assistance as may be requested by its
Governmerrt ,

Tne Congress calls on peoples everywhere to set up solidarity C01~littees to
work for the recognition of -Che Republic of Guinea-Bissau.

'I'he Ccnrrres s notes wacn satisfaction the intensification of the armed strugg1e.....
being waged by the Namibian people under the banner of the couth West Africa
People's Organization ~SWAPO) and also the increased political mobilizatioll of the
masses which resulted in the overwhelming rejections by the Africans of the illegal
elections held in northern Hamibia (Ovamboland) and the north-eastern area of
Kavangoland by the Vorster regime during August and September 1973.

The Congress is urged to call on all organizations to give high priority to
the campaigns against any collaboration, direct or indirect, with the illegal
South African adnlinistration in Namibia~ in violation of the advisory opinion of
the International Court of JustlC8 of 21 June 1971. bl

They SJ.101l1d· take action to »reverrt the importation and sale of Namibian
products so long as the i11egal occupatlon of the country by South Africa continues.

bl Legal Consequences tor States of the Continued Presence of South Africa in
NamibIa (South West l~frica) notwithst~nding Security Council Resolution 276 (1970),
Advisory Opiniou~ I.C.J. Heports 1Y71, p. 16.
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ZimbabweE.

The Congress fully supports the armed struggle being waged by the people of
Zimbabwe and calls for world-wide public action to support the implementation of
sanctions against the Smith régime, to prevent any negotiations by the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland with that régime, and to provide
concrete assistance to the liberation movements.
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It supports plans ror a conference of solidarity with the liberation movement
of Zimbabwe.

F. Other movements in Africa
.. "

The Commission heard statements concerning the struggles for liberation in
the Seychelles, the Comoro Archipelago, French Somaliland, cl Réunion and sao Tomé.
It recommends that information on these Territories be publicized so that their
struggles could obtain wider recognition.

G. Latin America

The Congress supports the struggle of the people of Puerto Rico against the
colonial oppression of the United States of America and for their national
independence.

It welcomes the resolution on this matter adopted by the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation oí the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples on 30 August 1973, dI and by the
Fourth Conference of Heads o f' State or Government oí Non-Aligned Countries, held
at Algiers from 5 to 9 September 1973, el and calls for support for these
resolutions by all Governments and organizations.

The Congress demands that the United States Government withdraw all its
troops and military installations from Puerto Rican territory and immediately
release all Puerto Rican political prisoners who are in prison in the United States.
It should call for international assistance to the Puerto Rican people and their
liberation movement in their legitimate struggle ror freedom and independence.

The Congress also calls for the speedy granting oí independence to all other
colonial countries in Latin America and the Caribbean area - and for appropriate
assistance to the peoples oí those Territories.

The Congress proclaims support for the right of the Latin American peoples to
struggle, by all appropriate means of their choice, against United States efforts
at imposing and perpetrating neo-colonicilist domination. These efforts constitute
a serious threat to international peace and security, &~d the Latin American peoples
deserve the solidarity of the entire international community.
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cl See chap. I, para. 9, foot-note 9, of the present report (A/9623
(Parts I-III)) for the new designation of the Territory.

dI Official Records of the General Assembly, ~wenty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 23-cA/9023/Rev.l), ch&p. I, para. 84.

el A/9330 and Corr.l, p~ 50.
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The Congress appeals to all organizations to give the wides~ publicity to the
just struggles of the Latin American peoples against colonialism and
neo-colonialism.

H. Liberation movements

The Congress calls on all States and organizations that nave not as yet done
so to recognize the liberation movements as the autb~ntic representatives of the
countries under colonial and racist rule, and to grant them political and materi~l

assistance to attain their inalienable rights.

The United Nations, specialized agencies and other organizations should
invite the liberation movements to participate as full or associate members and
grant them assistance.

Governments and organizations should set up solidarity funds for peoples
struggling against colonialis~ and racism and provide assistance by direct
contact with recognized liberation movements.

>
"
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Appendix IV

EXCERPTS FROM THE DECLARATION OF THE WORLD CONGRESS OF PEACE
FORCES FOR INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AND DISARMAMENT, FOR

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE, CO-OPERATION AND PEACE

A. National liberation movement, struggle against
colonialism and racism

~ , The existence today of colonial and racist régimes built on terror and truly
barbarian exploitation of ~illions of people doomed to hunger and slave labour
and denied the most elementary rights and freedoms, is a mo~~~~rous anachronism.

• ~ These régimes have the support of international imperialism, which resorts to the
most disgraceful manoeuvres and undisguised aggression in attempting to preserve
them. Colonialism and racism intensify international tension in various parts of
the world. All the peace forces must work for the complete and unconditional
implementation of many United Nations resolutions on elimination of colonialism,
apartheid and other forms of racismo These forces are also taking an active part
in the Decade of Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination.

It is natural and morally justifiable that the crimes of the colonialists and
racists led to the rise of a powerful wave of national liberation movements, which
are the sale lawful representatives oí their peoples and countries. Every possible
support and aid should be rendered to the li'beration struggle o:C the peoples of
the Republic of Guinea-Bissau, South Africa, Namibia, Zimbabwe, Mozambique and
Angola, and to all other fighters against the colonial system and for
self-determination and national statehood. Special efforts should be made to
ensure the unswerving enforcement of tne various international sanctions against
Southern Rhodesia and the imposition of similar sanctions against South Africa and
Portugal.

B. Co-operation 'between intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizati~

It i5 especially important that the efforts now being taken on the government
level to establish the principIes of peaceful coexistence between States with
different social systems in international affairs and on the non-governmental level
to consolidate the détente and give greater depth to co-operation between various
peace forces should also be continued in more vigorous co-operation between
intergovernmental regional organizations, such as the Organization of African Unity
and the Leage of Arab States, on the one hand, and international non-govérnmental
organizations, on the other.

Co-operation between the two groups of international organizations is one
of the concrete ways in which public opinion can participate in world affairs,
and it is of particular importance in the light of the objectively increasing role
of social forces, which are united into different movements and organizations
concerned with the fate of the world.
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Non-go~~rnmentaJ organizations can contribute to the efforts of
intergovernmental ciganizations to solve the most important international political
problems, such as settlement of international conflicts (among others, the Middl¿
East), setting up a security system, promotion of dis~rmament, the struggle against
colonialism an~ racism, the problems of economic and social development and the
conservation of the n~tural environment, and to imple~ent the decisions of
intergovernmental organizations with the support of broad mass movements. Expansion
of in~ernational relations in conditions of normalization of the world situation
adds to the significance of this form of multilateral co-operation.
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Annex 11*

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN, MR. SALIM AHMED SALIM (UNITED
REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA), ON HIS CONSULTATIONS WITH

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS

lo In its report to the General Assembly at the latter's twenty-eighth session,
the Special Committee stated as follows:

"201. The Special Committee, conscious of the importance which the General
Assembly has attached to the mounting of a world-wide campaign of publicity
in the field of decolonization and bearing in mind the provisions of
resolution 2909 (XXVII) and other relevant resoluti~ns of the General
Assembly, intends to give this question continuous attention during the
coming year •••
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3. In the 1ight of the foregoing and on the basis of the consultations
undertaken regarding an invitation from the Wor1d Peace Counci1 to attend its
Twenty-fifth A...'1niversary Presidential Committee Session, held at Paris between

2. At its twenty-eighth session, the General Assembly, in resolution 3163 (XXVIII)
of 14 December 1973, approved the programme of work envisaged by the Specia1
Committee tor 1974, inc1uding the decisions quoted above. In addition, in a number
of other related reso1utions adopted at the samE session, inc1uding
resolutions 3111 (XXVIII), 3113 (XXVIII) and 3115 (XXVIII) of 12 December 1973, and
reso1utions 3164 (XXVIII) and 3165 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, the General
Assemb1y stressed once again the important role to be p1ayed by the
non-governmental organizations concerned in support of the efforts of the United
Nations in the imp1ementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peop1es.

"202. ThE:)' Special Committee also attaches great importance to the contribution
of non-governmental organizations having a special interest in thefield
in support of the colonial peoples struggling for liberation. During yhe
'coming year, the Special Committee will continue to seek the close , I

co11aboration of such non-governmenta1 organizations with a view, inter alia,
to en1isting their support in the dissemination of the re1evant information
and in the mobilization of wor1d pub1ic opinion in the cause of
decolonization. To that end, the Committ~e will dispatch during 1974,
••• groups of its members to ho1d consultations with the organizations
concerned at their respective headquarters and to participate in conferences,
seminars and special meetings dealing with deco1onization, arranged by these

• +.'" " /organ~za~~on~ •••• ~

i.
t

\1. * PrevfousIy issued under the s~rmbol A/AC.I09/L.950.
I!
1 ~ Qfficial Records oí the General Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session,
¡ Supplement No. 2l (A/9023/Rev.l), vol" 1, chap, 1, paras. 201 and 202.
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26 and 30 May 1974, the Special Committee, at its 974th meeting, on 17 May,
decided that it should be rerresented on that occasion by its Chair~an and
Rapporteur. In accordance Vil" h that decision, the Chairman and the Rapporteur
participated in the anniversary session, an account of the relevant proceedings
of which is the subject of a subse~uent report by the Rap?orteur, who attended
the remainder of the session on behalf of the Committee (see annex 111 to the
present chap.).

4. In the same context, the Chairman also visited London to address a special
meetíng organized by the Anti-!\p§:r~heid,Movemerrt in the United Kingdom, and to
hold further consultations with representatives of a number of organizations and
individuals having a special interest in the field of decolonization.

5. In addition, during his visit to London, ,~ithin the context of the mandate
of the Special Commitee to e¡i.list the full co-operation of the administering
Powers, the Chairman held consultations with r~. David Ennals, Minister of
State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, on 29 May, at the latter's office. An account of the
Chairman's mission is given below.

6. On 27 May, the Chairman addressed an afternoon session of the Presidential
Committee of the World Peace Council, held at the Palais du Lu~embourg, Paris,
which was attended by re9resentatives of the Councilvs national committees in
over 60 countries, a number of internationa.l organizations and several national
liberation movements of the colonial Territories in Africa. The Chairman also
attended an evening session of the Preside~tial COmIDittee on the same day •.

7. On 30 May, the Chairman addressed a special meeting organized by the Anti­
Apart~eid Movement in the United Kingdom, held at the Royal Commonwealth Society,
London, which was presided over by Mr. Robert Hughes, the Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State in the Scottish Office, and attended by members of the
United Kirigdou Parliament, members of the Cornmonwealth Secretariat, several high
commissioners and other representatives of the diplomatic corps and the press,
as well as members of national and local committees of tbe Anti-Apartheid
Movement in the United Kingdom and other non-governmental organizations.

8. In the course of these meetings, the Chairman referred to the close working
relationship which had been established during the past several years between the
Special Committee and many of the non-governmental organizations having a
special interest in the field of decolonization, such as the World Peace Council,
the Anti-Apartheid Movement in the United Kingdom and the Afro-Asian People's
Solidarity Organízation (AAPSO), and expressed deep appreciation of their
continued support of, and active collaboration with, the various United Nations
bodies concerned, including the Spec5.al Committee, the Special Committee on
Apartheid and the United Nations Council for Namibia, in the discharge of their
respective tasks •

9. The Chairman said tha'~ the outstanding achievements of the International
Conference of Experts for the Support of Victims of Colonialism and Apartbeid in
Southern Africa, held in April 1973 at Oslo, had amply and clearly demonstrated
the urgent necessity :~or concerted efforts on the part of 8011 concerned in the
complete eradication of the remaining vestiges of colonialism in 8011 its forms
and manifestations in that part of the world. TI'e successful implementation of
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13. Referring also to the related corrmuniqués issued by the national liberation
movements and the statement on the subject bythe Secretary-General of the United
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12. With regard to the evolving situation in Portugal, the Chairman reiterated
his views, shared by the presiding officers of the Special Committee on Apartheid
and the United Nations Council for Néuuibia, as set out in a joint statement
Lssued on 9 May 1974 (A/9623/Add.l (Parts 1-I1) , chapo VII, para.20), that the
downfall of the previous fascist regime in Lisbon was a clear demonstration of the
bankruptcy of Portuguese colonialism; that the changes had only been made possible
by the effectiveness, determination, resilil .nc e ano sacrifice of the peoples in
the Portuguese-dominated Territories and their national liberation movements;
that the current situation provided the .new Government with a an opportunity to
abandon wholly and completely the misguided po1icy of its predecessors; that the
new Government should not on1y recognize the legitimate right of the peoples of
the Territories to self-determination and independence but should forthwith take
decisive and concrete measures towards the realization of that right; and that the
time was opportune for the mi1itary allies and trading partners of Portugal to
demonstrate their goodwill towards Africa and their commitments to ..,the United
Nations by taking measures calculated to end Portuguese colonialism in Africa.

the programme of action recommended by the Oslo conference depended largely on the
effective and strengthened co-ordination of these efforts, particularly in the
spheres ,.of:~activity of non-governmenba.l, organizations, in the dissemination of
information aimed at mobilizing world public opinion to support the struggle of
the peoples under colonial domination for liberation and in enhancing public
awareness of the critical need for exerting all possible pressure on the
authorities concerned in southern Africa to put an end to the denial to those
peoples of their inalienable right to freedom and independence.

la. As a result of actions undertaken by non-governmental organizations, such as
AAPSO, the Angola Comite in the Netherlands, the Anti-Apartheid Movement, the
Committee for Freedom in Angola, Mozambique and Guine, the World Council of
Churches and the World Peace Counci1, the Chairman said that the barrier of
silence imposed by the Western press seemed at 1ast to have been penetrated, as
had been the case with the reports on massa2res in Mozambique, and the policies
of certain Western Governments appeared increasingly to have become firmly opposed
to the colonial and racist domination of the peoples in southern Africa.

11. At the international level, the Chairman noted that several specia1ized
agencies and institutions associated with the United Nations had also begun to
translate into concrete action, in varying degrees, the pertinent resolutions
and decisions of the General Assembly and its subsidiary bodies and of the
EconQmic and Social Council, by which they were requested to work out programmes
of assistance beneficial to the peoples concerned and their national liberation
movements. The United Nations bodies concerned were determined to continue to
seek the most effective means of associating and identifying the United Nations
family of organizations with the cause of decolonizat.i.on. During the forthcoming
fifty-seventh session of the Economic and Social Council, the Chairman of the

. Special Committee and the President of the Council would once again be holding
consultations with a view to ensuring the intensified co-ordination of the efforts
of those organizations in that regard. The Chairman was confident that the
consultations would give further impetus to extending increased assistance to the
peop1es affected.
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Nations (A/9623/Add.l (Parts I-III), chapo VII, para. 21), the Chairman emphasized
the impending need for the international community, including governmental and
non-governmental organizations, to intensify its activities in support of the
libe:ration movements. It was particularly important to put maximum. pressure on
those with vested interests in the African Territories who were determined to
frustrate the forces of decolonization with respect to those Territories.

14. With reference to the current negotiations between Portugal and Guinea-Bissau,
the Chairman recalled that, in the Manifesto on Southern Africa, adopted in
September 1969, the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization
of African Unity (OAU) had declared:

"On the objectives of liberation as thus defined, we can neither
surrender nor compromise. We have always preferred, and we still prefer,
to achieve it wjthout physical violence. We would prefer to negotiate
rather than destroy, to talk rather than kilI. We do not advocate violence,
we advocate an end te the violence against human dignity which is now being
perpetrated by the oppressors of Africa. If peaceful progress to
emancipation were possible, or if changed circumstances were to mal;e ít.
possible in the future, we would urge our brothers in the resistance
movements to use peaceful methods of struggle even at the cost of some
compromise on the timing of change. But vrhile peaceful progress is blocked
by actions of those at prespnt in power in the States of southern Africa,
'we have no choice but to give the peoples of those territories all the
support of which we are capable in their strugg1e against their oppressors.
This is why the signatory States participate in the movement for the
liberation of Africa under the aegis of the Organization of African Un í ty,
However, the obstac1e to change is not the same in all the countries of
southern Africa, and it follows therefore that the possibility of
continuing the strugg1e through peaceful means varies from one country to
another .. " bI

15. It was also evident that, whatever negotiations might be entered 'xco between
the new Government in Lisbon and the national 1iberation movements, they should
be based en the firm premise of the unequivocal acceptance by Portugal of the
principIe of self-determination and independence for the Territories concerned.
The modalities for the implementation of that principIe might be the subject of
negotiations, but the question of self-determination and independence itself
could not be negotiated.

16. It was particularly important, within the context of the whole question of
decolonization in southern Africa, to keep in mind the obvious ramifications of
the outcome of the evolving situation in Portugal and resultant developments in
Angola, Mozambique and Cape Verde, in respect of the millions of suffering African
peoples in Southern Rhodesia and Namibia, as also in South Africa. It was corumon
knowledge that one of the most serious obstacles to -Che effective implementation
of the sanctions applied by the Security Council against the illegal regime in
Southern Rhodesia had been the support and co-operation extended to the Smith
regime by the minority regime in Pretoria and the previous fascist regime in
Lisbon. The responsibility of the Government of the United Kingdom as the
administering Power concerned, was extremely grave in that regard. It was hoped

bl Ibid., Twenty-fourtll_Session, Annexes" agenda item 106, document A/7754,
para" 12 ..
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that no effort would be spared by the United Kingdom Govermnent to rectify the
critical situation prevailing in that Territory by exerting whatever influence and
pressure it could on the new Government in Lisbon to discontinue forthwith all
collaboration with the illegal regime in 80uthern Rhodesia and to comply with the
relevant decisions of the United Nations, particularly those concerning the
question of sanctions.

17. On the basis of his consultations with many representatives of
non-governmental organizations and other concerned individuals, both during and
outside the meetings outlined aboye, the Chairman was once again assured oí
continued and intensified support of the work of the United Nations bodies
concerned in the final elimination of all remaining vestiges oí colonialism in
southern Africa in all its forms and manifestations, including racial
discrimination and apartheid. The Chairman is confident that the Special
Committee, for its part, will continue to intensify its present close
co-operation with those organizations and dedicated personalities, in the
discharge of the serious tasks entrusted to it by the General Assembly in this
regard.

18. The Chairman wishes to place on record his appreciation of the co-operation,
assistance and courtesy extended to him by the officials of the World Peace
Council, the Anti-Apartheid Movement in the United Kingdom and members of other
organizations for making ít; possible for him to carry out his mission successfully.
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Annex 111*

REFOR'l' OF THE RAPPORTEUR, ~llR. HORACIO ARTEAGA ACOSTA (VENEZUELA),
OiT HIS CONSULTATIONS 'JITE NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGAHIZATIONS

l. The World Peace Council invited the Chairman and a member of the Special
Committee to attend the sesGion of its Presidential Committee to celebrate the
twenty~~:rifth anniversary of the Council. In that connexí.on , at its 974th meeting
held on 17 May 1974, the Special Committee, wihh sorne reservations, authorized
its Chairman, accompanied by tne Rapporteur, to represent the Committee at that
session.

2. The session of the Presidential Committee of the Worl~ Peace Council was held
at Paris fr.om 26 to 30 May and was attended by delegations from over 80 countries,
including well-known personalities, and representatives of many organizations.
Representatives of the Partido Africano da Independencia da Guiné e Cabo Verde
(PAIGC), the Frente de Libertagao de Mogambique (FRELIMO), the Movimento Popular
de Libertag~o de Angola (MPLA), the South West Africa People's Organization
(SWAPO) and the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) were also present.

3. At a plenary meeting of the Presidential Committee on 27 May, the Chairman of
the Special Committee made a statement in which he referred to the efforts of the
Special Committee to eradicate colonialism throughout the world, a task in which
the collaboration of non-governmental organizations such as the World Peace Council
was significant. Speaking specifically of the situation in the Territories under
Portuguese domination and the recent events in Portugal, the Chairman underlined
the fact that "democratic co.Loní.aLí sm" díd not exist and 'cha't the only solution
to the problem of the Portuguese colonies, like all the colonies of the world, was
full and unconditional recognition of independence.

4. At a special celebration on 28 May, the Rapporteur congratulated the World
Peace Council on the twenty-fifth anniversary of its fruitful existence. He spoke
of the interest with which the Special Committee followed the activities of
organizations like 'vhe Council in their efforts to inform world public opinion,
interested Governments and other national and international organizations about
the fight for freedom carried on by peoples under the colonial yoke. Such
organizations were also attempting to adopt specific initiatives to help the
liberation movements in their struggle for freedom and independence.

5. The work of the Presidential Committee was divided among commissions based
upon the subjects to be dealt with. The commissions were as follows:
(a) Commission on the utilization of natural resources; (b) Commission to consider
the draft Declaration on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the World Peace Council
and other matters; and (c) Commission on European problems.

* Previously issued under the symbol A/AC.I09/L.959.
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6. The draft repolutions submitted by the commissions to the plenary meetings of
the Presidential Committee were adopted unanimously. They included the
Declaration as the principal decision and a further 12 resolutions related to
various internatienal topics t includirg ene en southern Africa.

7. In the Declaration on the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the World Peace Council,
reference was made to a number of serious international problems and to the
activities of the Council during the last two and a half decades. The Declaration
contained, inter alia, a paragraph affirming that substantial progress had been
made in the movement oí solidarity with resurgent Africa in its struggle against
colonialism and racism and that the World Peace Council was in the vanguard of the
fight to achieve the liberation of peoples under colonifLlist and racist regimes
and the full recognition of the liberation movements.

8. In the resolution on southern Africa, the Presidential Committee urged
progressive and peace-loving forces to support the next conference on Zimbabwe,
sponsored by the Zimbabwe African People' s Union (ZAFU), the Afro-Asian People' s
Solidarity Organization (AAPSO) and the Government of Somalia. The Council also
expressed its support for the decisions taken by the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity (OAU) on the struggle of the southern African
peoples for their national liberation, and pledged itself to continue its efforts
to create strong links of international solidarity with the oppressed people of
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Mozambique and Angola.

9. In conclusion, the Special Committee's participation in this interesting
commemorative session celebrated by the leaders of the World Peace Council was
undoubted.Ly useful. Once again, in a broadly representative forum, which grouped
together important sectors of world public opinion, stress was laid on the
subject of colonialism and racial discrimination. Attention was again drawn to
the enormous colonial problems and the need for concerted international action
in the struggle against colonialism, racial discrimination and apartheid,
principally through the dissemination of information and the preparation of
studies on these problems.
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Annex IV*

EXCERPTS FR0I1 THE FOURTH REPORT OF THE SUB~Cm'¡j:1ITTEE on PETITIONS
AND Il1FOK'1ATIOn OH THE QUESTION OF DISSEBINATIOn OF IHFOR~i[ATIOH

ON DECOLOIJIZATIOH

Chairman ~ lVIr. Amer Salih ARAIM (Iraq)
.'

...
Panel discussion

On 22 and 23 May 1974~ a panel discussion was held to consider ways and
means of improving the dissemination of information on decolonization. The panel
discussion was opened by the Chairman of the Special Cornmittee and was thereafter
presided over by the Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information.
The participants covered a broad spectrum and included represent~tives of the
United Nations Council for Namibia~ the Special Committee on Apartheid~ the
Commission on Human Rights, specialized agencies and other organizations within
the United Nations system, the Organization of African Unity~ national liberation
movements of the Territories concerned, as well as a large number of
representatives of the mass information media and non-governmental organizations
interested in the field of decolonization. The panel had befare it a working

'paper prepared by the Office of Public Information of the Secretariat.

The panel discussion, which took place within the context of the 205tl1~ 206th
and 207th meetings of the Sub~Committee on Petitions and Information~ al provided
a forum for an exchange of views regarding the difficulties encountered in
disseminating information on decolonization and the methods by which the United
Nations could contribute towards overcoming these difficultip~ Among the various
suggestions put forward by participants vere the follOiling·

(a) There is a need to expand the material supplied to the information media
so as to give a cqmprehensive view of the situation prevailing in the colonial
Territories and not merely specific aspects thereof;

(b) Although press releases describing activities of the various United
Nations bodies are comprehensive and pertinent, they could be made more readily
utilizable by the news media if new elements in resolutions and debates were
clearly indicated;

(c) It would be helpful if the Special Cornmittee and other political bodies
concerned with decolonization~ after adopting a resolution or completing the
discussion of an agenda item, issued a communiqué explaining clearly and concisely
the principal features of the resolution and the major points made during the
debate and giving the necessary background for a full appreciation of their
significance;

* Previously issued under the symbol A/AC.109/L.975.

al For a sun~ary of the discussion, see A/AC.109/sc.l/sR.205-207.
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(d) The national liberation movements in colonial Territories should be
encouraged to supply more information material and thi. should, in turn, be made
readily avaí.Lab.l,e to the nevs med:iC'~·.:mcl the non-govern.ierrt aj, orp,anizations
interested in the field of decolonization;

(e) It would be helpful if tbere were more frequent briefings of the press
and representatives of non-governmental organizations by officers of the Special
Committee and, in particular, by representatives of the national liberation
ruovements concerned for the purpose of describing the situation in their respective
Territories and the progress of their struggle for liberation;

(f) There should be more frequent contacts and exchange of ínformation
between the Office of Public Information of the Secretariat, the liberation

"l' Z n:ovements and concerned non-governmental organizations;

'<r
I

!.

(g) Greater use should be made of United Nations information centres for the
widespread and continuous dissemination of material on decolonization;

(h) Efforts should be made to produce more feature articles, as distinct from
press releases,. describing conditions in the colonial Territories and the
activities of the national liberation movements; relevant information could also
be supplied by the liberation movements to the United Nations specialized agencies
concerned.

These are only a few of the suggestions and comments made during the
discussion, which took place during two days and produced a very free exchange of
viewso Most of the speakers commended the work being undertaken at present by the
Office of Public Information of the Secretariat and by specialized agencies within
their respective spheres of competence, but re:t that more could be accon~lished

through greater co-ordination of the efforts of not only the United Nations and the
organizations affiliated with it, but also of the national liberation movements
concerned., OAU and non-governmental organizations specially interested in
decolonization. The Sub-Cornmittee on Petitions and Information intends to continue
to be seized of these matters with a view to submitting recommendations thereon,
as appropriate and necessary.

• o •

Co-operation_bY non-governmental organization~

At its 209th meeting, on 5 June 1974, the Sub-Committee continued its
discussion on ways and means of improving ca-operation with interested
non-governmental organizations with a view to promoting a more widespread and'
effective dissemination of information on decolonization. Bearing in ¡nind the
important contribution which non-governmental organizations can make in this
respect, the Sub-Committee was of the view that careful consideration should be
given both to supplying them with readily utilizable material and to studying their
suggestions and proposals in this respecto It should be noted, however, that the
Sub-Ccrrmittee dces not as yet have at its disposal sufficient information on which
to base precise recommendations. In order to elicit such information, the
Sub-Committee had earlier authorized its Chairman to send'a circular letter to
interested non-governmental organizations, and had decided to undertake an in-depth
study of the question in the light of suggestions which might be r-ece í ved ,
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In the meantime, with the aim of increasing concac't with non-governmental
organizations, the Chairman of the Sub-Committee took advantage of an official
mission to Canada from 11 to 13 June to consult with several non-governmental
organizations, in particular the Oxford Committee for Famine Relief (OXFAM)9 the
~~ogramme Q' ani mat 8ur n pour l' education au develQPpement (DEAP) and the United
Nations Association 1n Canada.

As a result of the meeting with those organizations, it was possible to
establish (a) the continued willingness of the organizations to help disseminate
among the Canadian people information on the work being carried out by the United
Nations concerning decolonization, and (b) their need to receive relevant
information material and documentation fram the United Nations in order to assist
them in their campaign to mobilize Canadian opinion against colonialismo

With the objective of promating a boycott of Angolan coffee, OXFAM had , for
example, undertaken in the past two years an extensive campaign of mass information
aimed at arousing the conscience of the Canadian pubLí c , 11lhe campaign had been
developed as a four-part prograrnme, the early stages of ":LLÍch had been devoted to
disseminating information concerning the situation in Angola, the liberation
struggle, the assistance which Portuguese colonialism derived from certain
multinational corporations and other foreign interests and explaining how the
revenue dE::rived from exports of Angolan coffee helped Portugal to perpetuate its
colonial domination over Angola. In the final stage of the c~paign, Mr. Agostinho
Neto, the leader of the Movimento Popular de Libertagao de Angola (MPLA), had
visited Canada at the invitation of OXFAM, DEAP and the Canadian University Students
Overseas and had given a series of press conferences, and radio and television
interviews. turing his visit, Mr. Neto had also met informally with members of the
Canaddan Government, parliamentarians and members of the Canadian International
Development Agericy (CIDA).

The publicity surrounding the visit by Mr. Neto had provoked a favourehle
public reaction in Canada which had manifested itself in the form of petitions,
letters and telegrams requesting government officials and members of Parliament
to support the liberation struggle being waged by MPLA in Angola, and by the other
liberation movements in southern Afri'ca. A total of 2,000 letters and over 10,000
petitions and telegrams were received by Canadian authorities.

The Canadian Government, through its Secretary of State for External Affalrs,
undertook to grant humanitarian aid to the liberation movements in southern .P.frica.
OXFAM for i ts part, set up a mUS 400,000 }!J!'ogramme oí assistance for the liberat·iltDn
movements of southern Africa.

Many non-governmental organizations in Quebec and Ontario have also taken the
initiative in mobilizi~gpublic opinion in Canada against colonialism and to help
the liberation movements. It is clear that the groundwork has thus been laid for
a more intensive action if so des í red, Representatives of the organizations
concerned ha~e stated that United Nations documentatianwould facilitate their
campadzn of education and information on decolonization issues. In the course of
their campaign, these organizations showed several films of the atrocities
committed by the colonial and racist régimes in southern Africa and of the struggle
being waged by the peoples in colonial Territories under the leadership of the
liberation movements. These snowings lasted for an pntire week, which the
organizers entitled the Y1Week of Solidarity with the Peoples in the Colonial
Territories in Southern Africa in their Struggle to Achieve their Right to Self~

determination and Independence V1
•
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Having regard to the important role which these orgarrí.zatLons are playing in
the campaign of mobilizing international public opinion against colonialism, the
Sub-Committee considers it imperative that contacts with them should be increased
through exchanges of information on issues relating to colonialism and on the
struggle for liberation being waged by the liberation movements in colonial
Territories. Similar efforts should continue to enlist the co-operation of
non-governmental organizations in Africa, Asia, Latin America and Europe, as well
as in the United States, for the effective dissemination of information on
colonialism. Direct contact should be established between these organizations and
the Special Conunittee and its Sub-Committee on Petitions and Information.

With that objective in mind, the Sub-Committee looks forward to further
consultations with representatives of these organi zations, within the framework
of its medium-term programme approved by the Special Committee.
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CHAPTER 111

QUBSTION OF SENDING VISITING MISSIONS TO TERRITORIES

A. CONSIDEHATIOH BY THE SPECIAL COMIvlITTEE

l. At its 952nd meeting, on 26 February 1974, the Specia1 Committee, by
approving the seventy-first report of the Working Group (A/AC.I09/L.920 and Corr.l)
decided, ínter alia, to take up the question of sending visiting missions to
Territories as a separate item. The Special COTI@ittee further decided that the
item should be considered at its plenary meetings and, as appropriate, by its
sub-coTI@ittees in connexion with their examination of speciiic Territories.

2. The Special Committee considered the item at its 971~th to 977th meetings,
between 17 May and 22 August.

3. During its consideration of the item, the Special Committee took into account
the provisions of the relevant General Assembly resolutions, íncluding in
particular resolution 3163 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973 on the implementation of
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples.
By paragraph 15 of this resolution, the Assembly called upon the administering
POWe.1fS concerned. "to co-operate fully with the Special Cornrnittee in the d.ischarge
of ies mandate and, in particular, ••• to permit the arcess of visiting missions
to the Territories /under their administrationl L. ¡·,.c.ler to secure first-hand
information and ascertain the wishes and aspirpt'l,:;; r-r .J:b.eir inhabitants". Tbe
Specia1 Committee also took into accourrt the ~", ~,ct provisions of General
Assembly resolutions 315G (XXVIII) and 3157 (1' i!) of the same date relating
to specific Territories with which the Special l. """. "b:..e Ls concerned, by which
+he Assembly called upon the administering Powers e .:erned "to reconsider their
~ttitude towards the receiving of United Nations visiting missions to the e ••

Territories and to permit access by such missions to Territories under their
administration". In addition, the 8pecia1 Committee paid due regard to the
relevant provisions of General Assemb1y resolQtions 3109 (XXVIII) of 12 December
1973, 3155 (XXVIII)~ 3158 (XXVIII), 3159 (XXVIII), 3161 (XXVIII) and 3162 (XXVIII)
of 14 Dec~mber 1973, re1ating, respective1y, to the questions of Papua New Guinea,
Niue, the Seyche11es, Brunei, the Comoro Archipe1ago and Spanish Sahara.

4. In its consideration o~ the item, the Specia1 Committee had before it the
report of the Chairman (see annex 1 to the present chap.), expressing the
consu1tations which he had undertaken with representatives of the administering
Powers concerned, in accordance with paragraph 5 of the reso1ution adopted by the
Committee at its 933rd meeting, on 8 August 1973. 1/ In addition, the Specia1
Committee had before it a letter dated 13 June 1974 addressed to the Chairman by
the Permanent Representative of tbe United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland to the United Nations (see annex 11 to the present chap.), expressing the
readiness of his Government to receive visiting missions, as appropriate, in the
colonial Territories under its administration.

1/ Official Becords of the General Assemb1y, Twenty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 23 (A/9023/Revel), vol. 1, chapo 111, para. 14.
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5. During the year 'under review, the Special Committee, in the context of
resolution 3155 (XXVIII), dispatched a visiting mission to Niue at the invitation
of the Government of New Zealand. The Special Committee also dispatched a
visiting mission to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands in response to the invitation
extended to it by the Government of Australia, to which reference is made in
paragraph 2 of the SfEcial Committee's resolution of 8 August 1973, 2/ as well
as in the consensus adopted by the General Assembly at its 2202nd plenary meeting,
on 14 December 1973. 3/ Furthcr!j rrt the :.Lvitation of' t.hc 'Jc,\r..;:n:rr.8nt oí the United
Kingdom, tlle Special Committee dispatched a visiting mission to the Gilbert and
~llice Islands. An account of the Committee's consideration of the reports of
these visiting missions is set out in chapters XX-XXII of the present report
(A/9623/Add.5 (Parts II-V)),

6. During the Special Committee's consideration of the item, statements were
made as follows: at the 974th meeting, on 17 May, by the Chairman
(A/AC.l09/PV.974); at the 975th meeting, on 1 July, by the Chairman and the
representative of the United Kingdom (A/AC.l09/PV.975 and Corr.l); and at the
9í6tt meeting, on 20 August, by the C~airman (A/AC.l09/PV.976 and Corr.l).

7. On 21 August, a draft resolution on the item (A/AC.l09/L.968) was circulated
on behalf of the following members: Afghanistan, Australia, Ethiopia, India, Iran,
Iraq, Mali, Sierra Leone, Syrian Arab Republic, Trinidad and Tobago, United
Republic of Ta~zania and Yugoslavia.

s. At its 977th meeting, on 22 August, following a statement by the Chairman
(A/AC.l09/F~¡o977), the Special Committee adopted the draft resolution
(A!AC.I09/L.96o) without objection (see para. 13 below).

9. On 28 August, the text of the resolution was transmitted to the
representatives of the administering Powers for the attention of their Governments.
A related communication dated 5 September 1974 from the Chargé d' affaires a.i~ of
the Permanent Mission of Portugal to the United Nations addressed to the Chairman
of the Special Committee is set out in annex 111 to the present chapter.

10. In addition to considering general aspects of the item, the Special Committee,
bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the General Assembly resolutions
mentioned in paragraph 3 aboye, took a decision concerning the sending of a
visiting mission to the Comoro Archipelago (A/9623/Add.4 (Part 11), chap. XI).

11. Further, Sub-Comroittees 1 and 11, in considering the specific Territories
r et'exr-ed to them, took into account the provisions of the above-mentioned General
ASS~lbly resolutions as well as previous decisions of the Special Committee
relating to the itero.

12. Subsequently, the Special Committee, by approving the relevant reports of
Sub-Connnittees 1 and 11, as well as the reports of the visiting missions,
endorsed a number of conclusions and recommendations concerning the sending of
visiting missions to specific Territories, as reflected in the following chapters
oí the present report:

2/ lbid.

3/ ,'[bid., Supplement No. 30 (A/9030), p. 111.
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Chapter

x

xv

XVI

XVII

xx

XXI

XXII

XXIII

XXIV

XXV

Territory

Seychelles and sta Helena

New Hebrides

Tokelau Islands

American Samoa and Guaro

Cocos (Keeling) Islands and
Papua New Guinea

Gilbert and Ellice Islands,
Pitcairn and the Solomon
Islands

Niue

United States Virgin Islands

British Virgin Islands,
Cayman Islands, Montserrat
and Turks and Caicos Islands

DoCtU11ent

A/9623/Add.4 (Part 1)

)
)
)A/9623/Add.5 (Part 1)
)
)

A/9623/Add.5 (Part 11)

A/9623/Add.5
(Parts III-IV)

A/9623/Add.5 (Part V)

)
)
)A/9623/Add.6 (Part 1)
)
)
)
)

B. DECISIOi~ OF THE SPECIAL COMMIT'rEE

13. The text of the resolution (A/AC.I09/457) adopted by the Special Committee at
its 977th meeting, on 22 August, to which reference is made in paragr'aph e- e.oove ,
~s reproduced below:

The Special Committee,

Having considered the question of sending visiting missions to
Territories,

Having examined the report of the Chairman on the (luestion, 4/

Recalling that, in resolutions 3156 (XXVIII), 3157 (XXVIII) and
3163 (rlVIII) of 14 December 1973, the General Asscmbly called upon the
administering Powers to co-operate ful1y with the Special Committee by
permitting the access of visiting missions to the Territories under their
administration,

Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a consequence of
previous United Nations visiting missions in securing first-hand information
regarding the Territories concerned and ascertaining the wishes and

4/ See annex 1 to the present chap.
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aspirations of their peoples concerning their future status, thus enhancing
the capacity of the United Nations to assist in the attainment by these
peoples of the goals set forth in the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Charter of the
United Nations.

Having dispatched during 1974 visiting missions to the Cocos (Keeling)
Islands under the administration of Australia, Niue under the administration
of New Zealand and the Gilbert and Ellice Islands under the administration
oí' the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, at the
invitation of the respective Governments '1

Deploring the negative attitude of those administering Powers which
continue to disl'egal'd the l'ereated appeals made in that connexion by the
General Assembly and the Special Committee, thereby impeding the full, speedy
and effective implementation of the Declal'ation with respect to the
Tel'l'itories undel' their administl'ation~

l. ~xpresses its appl'eciation of thecontinued co-operation extended
to the United Nations in this regard by the Governments of Australia and
New Zealand and of the positive decision of the Govel'nment of the
United Kingdom of Gl'eat Britain and Northern Ireland regarding the receiving
of visiting missions in the Territories under its administration; 5/

2. Calls upon the other administering Powers to reconsider their
attitude and to co-operate fully with the United Nations by permitting the
access of visiting missions to the Territories under their administration;

3. Requests its Chairman to continue consultations with the
administering Powers concerned regarding the implementation of paragraph 2 of
the present resolution and to report thereon to the Special Committee as
appropriate.

2/ See annex 11 to the present chap.
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Annex 1*

REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN

l. At its 933rd meeting, on 8 August 1973, the Special Committee adopted a
resolution concerning the question of sending visiting missions to Territories. al
The resolution read as follows:

ItThe Special Cornmittee,

"Having considered the question of sending visiting missions to
Territories,

"Having examined the report of the Chairman on the question,

"Recalling that, in resolutions 2908 (XXVII) of 2 November 1972 and
2984 (XXVII) of 14 December 1972, the General Assembly called upon tihe
administering Powers to co-operate fully with the Special Cornmittee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by permitting the access of
visiting missions to the colonial Territories,

"Bearing in mind the constructive results achieved as a consequence of
p~evious United Nations visiting missions in securing first-hand information
regarding the Territories concerned and ascertaining the wishes and
aspirations of their peoples concerning their future status, thus enhancing
the capacity of the United Nations to assist in the attainment by these
peoples of the goals set forth in the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and the Charter of the
United Nations,

"Expressing its appreciation of the continued co-operation extended to
the United Nations in this regard by the Governments of Australia and
New Zealand,

"l. Takes note of the renewed invitation extended to it by the Government
of New Zealand te send a visiting mission te the Tokelau Islands and, with
respect te Niue, notes the declared intention of that Government te arrange
for a United Natiens presence in the Territory in connexien with the act of
self-determination, scheduled to take place in 1974, by the peopl~ of that
Territory;

* Previously issued under the symbol A/AC.I09/L.951o

al Official Records of th~ General Assembly, ~enty-eighth Session,
Supplement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l), vol. 1, chapo 111, para. 14.
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"2. Takes note also of the invitation extended to it by the Government
of Australia to send a visiting mission to the Cocos (Keeling) Islands and, as
regards Papua New Guinea, notes the continued readiness of that Government to
receive a United Nations visiting mission in conformity with the provisions of
General Assembly resolution 2590 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969;

"3. Deplores the negative attitude of those administering Powers which
continue to disregard the repeated appeals made in that connexion by the
General Assembly and the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, thereby impeding the full, speedy and effective
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples with respect to the Territories under their
adrninistration;

"4. Calls upon the administering Powers concerned to reconsider their
attitude and to co-operate fully with the United Nations by permitting the
access of visiting missions to the Territories under their administration;

"5. Requests its Chairman to continue consultations with the_:..-. .-..;..-

administering Powers concerned regarding the implementation of paragraph 4 of
the present resolution and concerning the dispatch of visiting missions,
referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 aboye, and to report thereon to the Special
Committee as appropriate."

2. In accordance with paragraph 5 of the resolution, the Chairman, in letters
dated 14 August 1973 addressed to the Permanent Representatives of France,
Portugal, Spain, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the
United States of America, requested the views of theil" respective Governments
regarding the timing and modalities for the carrying out of the consultations
envisaged in the resolution.

3. In June 1974, the Chairman entered into consultations with those
r-epr-esentiet í.ves of the adrninistering Powers who, in response to his Letrters , had
indicated their preparedness to hold discussions with hiro on the question~ namely
the representatives of the United Kingdom and the United States. During these
consulta:tions, the Chairman drew attention to the provisions of the relevant
General Assembly resolutions, in particular resolution 3163 (XXVIII) of
14 December 1973, on the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and resolutions 3156 (XXVIII),
3157 (XXVIII), 3158 (XXVIII) and 3159 (XXVIII) of the same date, relating to certain
Territories under United Kingdom administration and other Territories under
United States administration with which the Special Committee is concerned. In
paragraph 15 of resolution 3163 (XXVIII), the General Assembly called upon the
administering Powers concerned "to co-operate fully with the Special Committee in
the discharge of its mandate and, in particular, to participate in the work of the
Committee relating to the Territories under their administration and to permit the
access of visiting missions to the Territories in order to secure first-hand
Lnror- .tLon and ascertain the wishes and aspirations of their inhabitants".

4. The Chairman also recalled that, with regard to the sending of visiting
missions to colonial Territories during the current year, the Special Committee
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had stated as follows in its report to the General Assembly at its twenty-eighth
session: bl "

" .•• As will be noted in the relevant coapters of the present report .•• , the
Special Committee, having regard to the constructive role played by previous
United Nations visiting groups, continues to attach vital importance to the
dispatching of such groups as a means of collecting adequate and first-hand
information on conditions in the Territories and on the w:i ';,¡hes and aspirations
of the people concerning their future status. Accordingl.y, and in the light
of its resolution of 8 August 1973 ••• , the Committee intends to continue to
seek the full co-operation of the administering Powers in order to enable it
to obtain such information through the sending, as appropriate, of visiting
groups to the Territories in the Caribbean, Indian Ocean and Pacific Ocean
areas, and to the Territories in Africa. The Committee believes that the
General Assembly will wish to address once again an appeal to the administering
Powers to extend their co-operation by facilitating visits to Territories in
accordance with the decisions previously taken by the Committee and with other
decisions which the Committee may adopt in 1974."

5. In response to these representations, the Permanent Representative of the
United States of P~erica to the United Nations stated that his Government had
continued to comply faithfully with the relevant provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations with respect to the Territories under United Stetes administration.
It had also continued to co-operate closely with the Special Committee and actively
part~cipated in the latter's examination of the conditions in the Non-Self-Governing
Territories concerned. With respect to the question of sending visiting missions
to Territories under United States administra~ion, as he had assured the Chairman
previously, the question was the subject of continued and active consideration by
his Government. The Chairman, for his part, expressed the hope that the
United States Government would soon respond positively to the repeated appeals made
by the General Assembly and the Special Committee on this question.

6. Following an exchange of views which took place on 29 May at London between
the Chairman and the Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs of the
{Jnited Kingdom, to which reference is made in the report of the Chairman on this
matter (see A/9623 (Part IV), chapo I1, annex II), the Perml9.nent Representative of
the United Kingdom to the United Nations outlined the posit:ion oí his Government on
a wide range of matters within the Committee's field of activities, includi~g the
question of sending visiting missions to Territories, a full. account of which is
set out in his letter dated 13 June 1974 addressed to the Chairman (see annex II to
the present chap.).

7. The Chairman welcomed the new positive approach adopted by the United Kingdom
Government towards the work of the Special Committee and expressed the conviction
that the close co-operation thus established between the Committee and the
United Kingdom Government would no doubt prove to be most benefi.cial to the
interests of the inhabitants of the Territories under its administration. The
Chairman will be holding further consultations with the representative of the
United Kingdom with a view to making the necessary arrangements, as appropriate,
concerning the dispatch of visiting missions.

8. The Chairman notes with satisfaction that, in regard to the Territories under
the administration of Australia and New Zealand, the two Governments continue te
maintain a positive attitude. The Special Committee will be sending visiting

bf Ibid., chapo I, para. 200 0
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missions this year to the Cocos (K,;eling) Islands under Australian administration
and to Niue under New Zealand administration. The Chairman wil1 keep the Committee
apprised of any further developments in his consultations with the two administering
Powers on the sending of visiting missions to the other Territories concerned.

9. Further reports by the Chairman on this question will, if necessary, be issued
as addenda to the preSeLG documento

-107-

l'
~.
¡"
t'
r
\



LETTER DATED 13 JUNE 1974 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BR1TAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND
TO THE UN1TED NAT10NS ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

SPECIAL COMM1TTEE

When 1 last wrote to you on 9 May 1974 3 1 promised to let you have a
substantive reply to your invitation to me to consult with you on the
implementation of paragraph 4 of the resolution adopted by the Special Committee
at its 933rd meeting on 8 August 1973. al Perhans you will allow me to take- -
advantage oí this occasion to inform you of some other steps that my Government
contemplates in respect of the United Kingdom's association with the work of the
Special Committee.

My Government believes that visiting missions can in certain circumstances
serve a most useful purpose in the process of bringing the peoples of
Non-Self-Governing Territories te exercise their right to self-determination. 1t
therefore looks forward to closer co-operation with the Special Committee in this
regard and 1 am directed to inform you of our broad agreement in principIe to
this effect. 1 look forward to consulting further with you on this matrter , and
particularly on the possibility of a mission to the Ellice Islands to observe the
proposed referendum there later this summer providing that we can agree on such
matters as timing and composition. 1 aro bound te reiterate~ however, that the
United Kingduill Government, as administering Power 3 retains the duty to decide
whether or not a particular mission is appropriate. In arriving at such a
decision, the vie~' of the locally elected Governments, where these exist, will be
ane of our major considerations.

1 should also .like to inferm you that we :.3hall be happy te provide the
Special COmIDittee with up-to--date informGtion on recent deve10pments in Non-Self
Governing Territories for which we are responsible, and to use our best endeavours
to respond to any request for further information that the Specia1 Committee may
makee We also stand ready to take part in meetings of the Special Committee and
its sub-committees on United Kingdom Non-Self-Governing Territories should we be
asked to do so o

My Government now looks forward to a period of far greater mutual co-operation
with the Special Committee than has been the case in the recent pasto The Special
Committee's objectives a.re shared by the United Kingdom, and my Government's
earnest hope is that our work can be catried forward in this way.

(Signed) Ivor RICHARD

-* P.reviously ~.ssued under the symbol A/AC.109/450.

al Officia1 Records of the General AssemblY9 Twenty-eighth Session,
pupplement No. 23 (A/9023/Rev.l), vol. 1~ chape 111, para. 14.
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LETTER DATED 5 SEPTEMBER 1974 FROM THE CHARGE D'AFFAIRES A.I.
OF THE P~RMANENT MISSION OF PORTUGAL TO THE UNITED NATIONS

ADDRESSED TO THE CHAIRMA~ OF THE SPECIAL COM1aITTEE

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 28 August 1974
concerning the questi.on of sending visiting missions to the Territories, which
refers to a resolution adopted by the Special Committee on 22 August 1974. al

¡
1 .
r

In connexion with this, I reiterate the willingness of the Government of
Portugal to co-operate closely with the Special Committee, and wish to affirm that
the Permanent Mission of Portugal is also ready to discuss further this question
at a mut¡\lally conveni ent date.

(Signed) António Leal da COSTA LOBO

1
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