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REQUEST FOR THE INCLUSION OF A"C ADDITIO!I!AL ITEII IIi THE AGEriDA 
OF THE TI-TENTY-SEVENTH SESSION 

STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF THE UHITED NATIONS \-liTH REGARD TO 
THE MAINTENANCE MID CONSOLIDATION OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE Aim 
SECURITY, THE DEVELOPMENT OF CO-OPERATION AJ~ONG ALL NATIONS MJD 
THE PROMOTION OF THE RULES OF INTERNATIONAL LAH HT RELATIOf!S 

BETIVEEI' S'rATES 

Letter dated 8 September 1972, addressed to tbe Secretary-General 
by the Permanent Representative of Romania to the United Nations 

On the instructions of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Romania, I 
have the honour to request the inclusion in the agenda for the twenty-seventh 
session of the General Assembly, of an important and urgent item entitled: 

"Strengthening of the role of the United Nations with regard to the 
maintenance and consolidation of international peace and security, the 
development of co-operation among all nations and the promotion of the 
rules of international law in relations betveen States". 

In accordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure of tl:e General Assembly, 
an explanatory memorandum is attached. 

(Signed) Ion DATCU 
Am~assador, Permanent Representative of 
the Socialist Republi~ of llomar:ia to the 

United Nations 

72-17361 / ••• 
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L"XPLAHATORY NE!!OTI!JlDUl' 

1.. S.1he United l:ations ~. vrhich t-ras founded nore than a quarter of a century ago 
for the Yllain :yurpose of ·,:savinf\ succeeding generations from the scourge of war:; 
vas entrustec-:_ ·vi th the hiGhly responsible tas~: of ensurints the maintenance and 
strenr;theninn; of intern2.tional peace and security, and of promotincs the 
d.evelopnent of friendly and good-neighbourly relations amons peo:9les) extensive 
co-··operation amonr; all nations and respect for the rules of international la'tv in 
relations bet~veen .all States. The Organization ~vas conceived as a forum in 
•ihich all States', la.rrr:e and small~ regardless of social or -political system~ 
might combine their efforts and -,;.rorl.-;: toc;ether to build lasting peace and 7Jromote 
economic and social pror;ress the vrorld over. 

2. TI:lrouc;hout its existerJce the United Nations has :olayed an important role in 
international life.. ~!:?he major events of the :oost-"t·lar period have cone Oefore t!le 
United 1\la.tions for consideration and IJlany far··reaching resolutions and decisions 
have been adopted by this Or{!anization. It has helped to improve the political 
cliuate, has exerted a beneficie..l inflll::Once in rele.xinG internationc,l tensions) 
has playecl a positive role in the process of the liberation of :peoples frorn 
colonial dominatio-n &n(l has stimulated co-o:peration bet-,;.reen States in the economic, 
social~ cultuTal and LurD.anitarian fields. 

3. Em-rever" there hrove been and there still are obvious inadequacies a:nd 
shortconinrs in the activities of the United Nations which affect its ce,:oacity to 
ta:l~:e approprie.te action tm-Tards achieving the fundamental objectives assigned to 
it. 'l'1:1e noble principles enshrined in the Charter have not yet become firmly 
established in relations between all States of the vrorld. Centres of tension and 
c;,rm.ed conflict still exist in various :oarts of the vrorld.j countless human lives and 
a vast quantity of rr~rterial \\realth are beinc consumed b~r the ravap;es of var; hus-e 
ni1itc.,ry e,nd) in p8,rticular, nuclear arsenals, have been built up in various uarts 
of the 1--Torld., ::>resenting serious danger to E:.ankind as a whole. The arms race is 
continuing at an alarr11ing pace J placing c:c heavy burden on the people ancl. 
jeopar(~izin~; internG.tional peace and security. There are peoples still living 
under the colonial yoJ.;:-e ~ vho a::ce obligee~ to take up a~rns and fight for their 
3acrecl_ rir:-:Dt to live in freedom and to decide their m·rn destinies as they wish. 
1I''1e c;c..:p bet·ueen develoued and. developinr:; countries continues to ~-riden, placing an 
o'ostacle in the :natll of r:enei"al progress ancl_ e;eneratin.q; aninosity, distrust and 
conflict in the worlcl.. >TUllle"~ous decisions adopted by the United nations in 
accordance: with the purposes anD. principles of the Charter hv,ve hardly been 
in:plemented at all or have been imule!:J.ented only partially. 

4. The chanc;es no>r taking ulace in the 1wrld of toe_ay and the immensity of the 
pl~oblems facing mankind require t~1e United Nations to play an ever :rsreater role 
in international life so that~ through its entire range of a.ctivities, the 
Orsanization can satisfy the yearnings of all peo~les for peace, freedom and 
progress. It has thus become necessary, in the· opinion of the Romanian Government 1 

to talce prom:nt '",1.easures to increase the Orr-;anization r s ca~aci t;r for action and the 
e:'fectiveness of.its contribution in order to ensure: 

I . .. 
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(a) A rapproche~ent among peoples, the plonotion of a policy of peace and 
detente, the establishn1ent of new relations among States, the eli~ination of the 
causes of conflict and tension, the prevention and curbing of all acts of 
aggression and interference in the domestic affairs of States, and the 
settlement of international disputes exclusively,by peaceful means; 

(b) The observance, by all States, of the principles of the Charter and the 
fundamenta:;_ rules of international law. The Organization must be more active and 
must not allm> the independence and sovc:reignty of States to be violated on any 
pretext whatsoever; it must see that all /ilember States fulfil the obli;cations 
they have assumed under the Charter as regard9 refraining from the use of force 
or the threat of force; 

(c) The promotion of and respect for the fundamental rights and 
obligations of States; the elaboration of rules to govern relations betueen States 
in various fields of activity and measures to ensure their inplementation; the 
elaboration of principles and rules relating to peaceful means of settling 
disputes betveen States, in accordance with the Charter; 

(d) The cessation of the arms race, the adoption of practical measures 
ained at the reduction and destruction of armaments -- particularly nuclear 
weapons - and at the achievement of general and complete disarmament; 

{e) The final elimination of colonialism and neo-colonialisn, racism and all 
forms of racial discrimination: firm support for the strur,gle of the peoples 
for their national freedom and independence and against colonial domination; 

(f) The expansion and intensification of co-operation among all States, the 
rapid development of trade and of scientific, technological and cultural exchanges, 
eliminating all barriers, restrictions and discrir!ination that are hinderinG 
co-operation among nations.; 

(g) The economic and social progress of the developing countries, the 
reduction and elimination of the p:ap betveen them and the industrialized States; 
the establishment of multilateral programmes to support the efforts of the 
developing countries - to the. implementation oi' l"hich the developed countries would 
be required to make a substantial contribution. 

5. The expansion of the role played by the United Nations in international life 
will have to be accompanied by an improvement in the activities of the Ore;anization 
and its bodies; by a more appropriate representation of all Member States in 
United Nations bodies, so that the ne'" realities of the present-day •mrld are 
better reflected in the actual structure of the Organization and so that these 
bodies can perform their tasks under the right conditions; the achievement of 
universality by the Organization and its various bodies and the participation by all 
States, on an equal footing, in the consideration of problems and the adoption of 
decisions. The United nations must genuinely be a forum for the entire 1mrld 
community; it must nrovide a framevork conducive to the active participation of all 
States in the solution of international problems in the interests of all peoples 
and in the interests of detente, co-operation and peace. 
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6, The effectiveness of the United Nations ultimately depends on the political 
attitude of the Member States, on their "ill to co-operate within the Org8nization 
orith 8 vie1< to solving problems of common interest, to fulfil their oblir;ations 
under the Charter and to respect the decisions and reco~~endations adopted in 
accordance with the purposes and principles of the Charter. The fulfilment of 
the commitments undertaken in accordance with the Charter and the application of 
the decisions and recommendations adopted must become the rule of conduct cuidinp 
all Nember States, 

7. The Government of the Socialist Republic of Romania considers that it is 
necessary and timely to undertake an in-depth examination, involving the 
participation of all Member States, of such a current and ur(lent issue as the 
strengthening of the role of the Organization, so t;12"t it can become a truly 
effective instrument for the attainment of the ideals of peace and security, of 
co-operation and of nrogress for all neoples. 

8. It is in this spirit that the Romanian Government requests the inclusion in 
the agenda for the t1-renty-seventh session of the General Assembly of an item 
entitled: "Strenrthening af the role of the United Nations with regard to the 
maintenance and consolidation of international peace and security, the develonment 
of co-operation amon(l all nations and the promotion of the rules of international 
la" in relations between States", 




