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%/ By a letter dated 1 July 1969 from the Secretary-General to the Co-Chairmen
of the Conference.
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FOREWORD BY THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

Turing the past few years, I have beccme increasingly concerned by developments

in the field of chemical and bacteriological (biological) ﬁeapons and have given

expression to this concern on several occasicns. A year ago, 1 stated publlcly

that "the international community was not sufficiently conscious of the dangers

inherent in this new type of weapon of mass murder”, and that "due attention had

not been focused on this very serious problem", In the intrcduction to my annual

report on the work of the Organization, in September 1968, I stated:

"While prcgress is being made in the field of nuclear disarmament, there
is another aspect of the disarmament problem to which I feel toc little
Aattention has been devoted in recent yeers, The question of chemical and
biological weapons has been overshadowed by the guestion of nuclear weapcns,
which have a destructive power several orders of magnitude greater than that
of chemical and bicloglcal weapons. HNevertheless, these too are weapons of
mass destruction regarded with universal horror. In some respects, they may
be even more dangerous than nuclear weapons because they do not require the
enormous expenditure of financial and sclentific rescurces that are required
for nuclear weapcng, Almost a#ll countries, including small ones and developing
ones, may have access to these weapons, which can be marufactured quite
cheaply, dquickly and secretly in small iaboratories or factories. This fact
in itsell makes the problem of control and inspection much more diTficult,
Moreover, since the adopticn, on 17 June 1925, of the Gensva Protocol for the
Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Polsoncusg or Other Geses and of
Bacterioclogical Methods of Warfare, there have been many scientific and
technical developments and numerous improvements, 1f that is the right word,
in chemical. and biclogical weapons, which have created new situations and new
problems. On the one hand, there has been a great increase in the capability
of these weapons to inflict unimaginable suffering, disease and death to ever
larger numbers of human beings; on the other hand, there has been a growing
tendency to use some chemlcal agents for civilian riot contrel and a dangerous -
trend to acceot thelr use in some form in ceonventional warfare,

"Two years ago, by resolution 2162 B (XXI), the General Assembly called
for the strict gbservance by all States of the prineiples and objectives of
the Geneva Protoceol of 1925, condemned all actions centrary to those .
objectives and invited all States to accede to the Protocol. Once again, T
would like to add my voice to those of others in urging the early and complete
implementation of this resclution. However, in my opinion, much more is
needed, ...

At its twenty-third session, by resolution 2454 A (¥XITI), the Ceneral Aggembly

requested me to prepare, with the asgistance of gualified consultant experts, a

report on chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons in accordance with the
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