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NOTE
The resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly are identified as follows:

Regular sessions

Until the thirtieth regular session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed by a roman numeral in parentheses indicating
the session (for example: resolution 3363 (XXX)). When several resolutions were
adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a capital letter placed
between the two numerals (for example: resolution 3367 A (XXX), resolutions 3411 A
and B (XXX, resolutions 3419 A to D (XXX)). The decisions were not numbered.

Since the thirty-first session, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of
General Assembly documents, resolutions and decisions have been identified by an
arabic numeral, indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another arabic
numeral (for example: resolution 31/1, decision 31/301). When several resolutions or
decisions were adopted under the same number, each of them has been identified by a
capital letter placed after the two numerals (for example: resolution 31/16 A,
resolutions 31/6 A and B, decisions 31/406 A to E).

Special sessions

Until the seventh special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letter “S” and a roman
numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 3362 (S-VII)). The decisions
were not numbered.

Since the eighth special session, resolutions and decisions have been identified
by the letter “S” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an oblique
stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution S-8/1, decision S-8/11).

Emergency special sessions

Until the fifth emergency special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly
were identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letters “ES” and
a roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 2252 (ES-V)). The
decisions were not numbered.

Since the sixth emergency special session, resolutions and decisions have been
identified by the letters “ES” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by
an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution ES-6/1, decision
ES-6/11).

In each of the series described above, the numbering follows the order of adoption.
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I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

RESOLUTION 73/282

Adopted at the 66th plenary meeting, on 15 January 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.73 and
A/73/L.73/Add.1, as orally revised, sponsored by: Antigua and Barbuda, Belgium, Jamaica

73/282. Commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the International
Labour Organization

The General Assembly,

Recalling that the International Labour Organization was established in 1919 to pursue a vision based on the
premise that universal, lasting peace can be established only if it is based on social justice,

Recalling also that in 1946 the International Labour Organization became the first specialized agency of the
United Nations,

Recognizing that the International Labour Organization is the principal United Nations specialized agency
responsible for coordinating policies in the world of work,

Considering that 2019 will mark the one-hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the International Labour
Organization,

1. Congratulates the International Labour Organization on the occasion of the one-hundredth anniversary of
its establishment;

2. Notes with satisfaction the positive contributions that the International Labour Organization has made
during its 100 years of promoting social justice;

3. Decides to devote one day, during its seventy-third session, to the commemoration, within existing
resources, of the one-hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the International Labour Organization under the
theme “The future of work™;

4. Also decides, as part of the commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the establishment of the
International Labour Organization, to convene a high-level plenary meeting of the General Assembly, to be held on
10 April 2019;

5. Declares that the commemorative plenary meeting will be held in the General Assembly Hall;

6.  Decides that the Director-General of the International Labour Organization, the General Secretary of the
International Trade Union Confederation, the President of the International Organization of Employers and a youth
representative, to be identified by the President of the General Assembly, will address the commemorative plenary
meeting;

7. Requests the President of the General Assembly, in a transparent manner and in consultation with Member
States, with support from the International Labour Organization, to finalize the organizational arrangements, including
identification of the sub-themes and panellists, with due regard given to gender balance and equitable geographical
distribution, for two interactive panel discussions, to be held following the commemorative plenary meeting, one from
3 t0 4.25 p.m. and the other from 4.30 to 5.55 p.m., followed by a brief closing segment of the plenary meeting;

8. Alsorequests the President of the General Assembly to prepare and bring to the attention of Member States
a summary of the panel discussions and to transmit the summary to the high-level political forum on sustainable
development, convened under the auspices of the Economic and Social Council, to be held in 2019.

RESOLUTION 73/283

Adopted at the 69th plenary meeting, on 1 March 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.75 and
A/73/L.75/Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Angola, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Botswana, Bulgaria, Cameroon,
Canada, Central African Republic, Croatia, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, El Salvador,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
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Namibia, New Zealand, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Sierra Leone,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, Zimbabwe

73/283. The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict: breaking the link between the illicit transaction of rough
diamonds and armed conflict as a contribution to prevention and settlement of conflicts

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that the trade in conflict diamonds continues to be a matter of serious international concern, which
can be directly linked to the fuelling of armed conflict, the activities of rebel movements aimed at undermining or
overthrowing legitimate Governments and the illicit traffic in and proliferation of armaments, especially small arms
and light weapons,

Recognizing also the devastating impact of conflicts fuelled by the trade in conflict diamonds on peace and the
safety and security of people in affected countries, and the systematic and gross human rights violations that have
been perpetrated in such conflicts,

Noting the negative impact of such conflicts on regional stability and the obligations placed upon States by the
Charter of the United Nations regarding the maintenance of international peace and security, and recognizing that
continued action to curb the trade in conflict diamonds is imperative,

Noting with appreciation that the Kimberley Process, as an international initiative led by Participants, has
pursued its deliberations on an inclusive basis involving concerned stakeholders, including producing, exporting and
importing States, the diamond industry and civil society, as well as applicant States and international organizations,

Welcoming the important contribution of the Kimberley Process, which was initiated by African diamond-
producing countries, and calling for the consistent implementation of commitments made by Kimberley Process
Participants and the diamond industry and civil society organizations, as observers,

Acknowledging that the diamond sector is an important catalyst for promoting economic and social
development, which are necessary for poverty reduction and meeting the requirements of the Sustainable
Development Goals' in many producing countries, particularly in developing countries,

Noting that, while the vast majority of rough diamonds produced in the world are from legitimate sources, the
elimination of conflict diamonds from legitimate trade is the primary objective of the Kimberley Process, and stressing
the need to continue its activities in order to achieve this objective,

Recognizing that the Kimberley Process promotes legitimate rough diamond trade, and recalling the positive
benefits of legitimate diamond trade to producing countries, including its transparency and accountability throughout
the diamond industry, and the contribution it has made to the economies of producing, exporting and importing States,
and therefore underlining the need for continued international action with regard to the ethical exploitation, sale and
trade of rough diamonds,

Acknowledging the successful role that the Kimberley Process has played, in the last 16 years, in stemming the
flow of conflict diamonds and the valuable development impact it has had in improving the lives of many people
dependent on the trade in diamonds, recognizing the contribution of the Kimberley Process to the settlement of
conflicts and the consolidation of peace in Angola, Céte d’Ivoire, Liberia and Sierra Leone, and noting that the 2018
plenary meeting of the Kimberley Process, in looking towards the future, committed to continuing to ensure that the
Kimberley Process remains an effective multilateral tool for conflict prevention in stemming the flow of conflict
diamonds,

Recalling the Charter and all the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and of the Security Council
related to conflict diamonds, and determined to contribute to and support the implementation of the measures provided
for in those resolutions,

I See resolution 70/1.
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Noting with satisfaction that the implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme? continues to
have a positive impact in reducing the opportunity for conflict diamonds to play a role in fuelling armed conflict and
helps to protect legitimate trade and ensure the effective implementation of the relevant resolutions on trade in conflict
diamonds,

Recognizing that regular review and reform of the Kimberley Process will be necessary to keep pace with and
aim to address the ongoing threat of instability, conflict and contemporary challenges in the diamond trade, as well as
to seize contemporary opportunities,

Welcoming the decision of the 55 Kimberley Process Participants, representing 82 countries, including the
28 States members of the European Union represented by the European Commission, to address the problem of
conflict diamonds by participating in the Kimberley Process and implementing the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme,

Welcoming Gabon as the fifty-fifth Kimberley Process Participant,

Recognizing that State sovereignty should be fully respected and that the principles of equality, mutual benefits
and consensus should be adhered to, and welcoming the implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme in such a way as not to impede the legitimate trade in diamonds or impose an undue burden on Governments
or industry, particularly smaller producers, and not to hinder the development of the diamond industry,

Recognizing also that the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, which came into effect on 1 January 2003,
will be credible only if all Participants have the requisite national legislation coupled with effective and credible
internal systems of control designed to eliminate the presence of conflict diamonds in the chain of producing,
exporting and importing rough diamonds within their own territories and across their borders, while taking into
account that differences in production methods and trading practices, as well as differences in the institutional controls
thereof, may require different approaches to meeting minimum standards, and encouraging all Participants to work
towards overall compliance with the Kimberley Process standards,

Welcoming the important contribution to fulfilling the purposes of the Kimberley Process that has been made
and continues to be made by Participants, civil society organizations from across Participant countries, and the
diamond industry, to assist international efforts to stop the trade in conflict diamonds,

Taking note of the updated System of Warranties guidelines promulgated by the World Diamond Council
in 2018,

Noting that the Ad Hoc Committee on Review and Reform agreed in principle to the establishment of the
Permanent Secretariat and that it plans to work further on this matter in 2019,

Taking note of the decision of the General Council of the World Trade Organization of 26 July 2018 to grant an
extension until 31 December 2024 of a waiver with respect to the measures taken to implement the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme,

1. Takes note of the outcomes of the 2018 plenary meeting of the Kimberley Process, hosted in Brussels by
the European Union from 12 to 16 November 2018, and reaffirms its strong and continuing support for the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme? and the Kimberley Process as a whole;

2. Recognizes that the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme helps to ensure the effective implementation
of relevant resolutions of the Security Council containing sanctions on the trade in conflict diamonds and contributes
to the prevention of future conflicts fuelled by diamonds, and calls for the full implementation of existing Council
measures targeting the illicit trade in rough diamonds, particularly conflict diamonds which play a role in fuelling
conflict;

3. Reaffirms the importance of the tripartite nature of the Kimberley Process, stresses that the widest possible
participation in the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme is essential, encourages Participants to contribute to the

2 See A/57/489.
3 See A/73/720.
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work of the Kimberley Process by participating actively in the Certification Scheme and ensuring compliance with
its undertakings and the effective implementation of its measures, underscores the importance of the Civil Society
Coalition and its members to the Kimberley Process, and acknowledges the importance of supporting additional
applications for membership by civil society organizations;

4.  Commends the work of Kimberley Process working bodies in advancing the objectives of the Kimberley
Process;

5. Recalls the central place of mining communities in the Kimberley Process and the need to devote
particular attention to engaging artisanal miners in governance structures, developing best practices, building upon
experiences in other minerals and gold in artisanal and small-scale mining and promoting the rule of law;

6.  Welcomes efforts to enhance cooperation with and assistance to Participants in Kimberley Process matters,
including with a regional dimension, focusing on the implementation of best practices, capacity-building and
compliance with Kimberley Process standards, rules and procedures;

7. Recognizes the value of engaging with relevant external organizations to support the work of the
Kimberley Process and its working bodies, and in this regard welcomes the guidelines adopted by the Kimberley
Process, which will facilitate engagement in a spirit of transparency and inclusiveness;

8. Encourages further strengthening of the Kimberley Process to enhance its effectiveness in addressing
challenges posed to the diamond industry and related communities, including from instability and conflict, and to
ensure that the Kimberley Process remains relevant for the future and continues to contribute to international peace
and security and the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development! and the Sustainable Development
Goals, and looks forward to further exploring and advancing the ways in which the Kimberley Process contributes to
peacebuilding and sustaining peace;

9.  Recalls the commitment of the Kimberley Process to the reform and review, and notes that the Ad Hoc
Committee on Review and Reform will continue discussion and consultations on the areas of consolidation of the
core document and strengthening of the peer review mechanism, establishment of the Permanent Secretariat,
establishment of the multi-donor fund, and considering how to strengthen the scope of the Kimberley Process;

10.  Also recalls the critical importance of the peer review mechanism for the credibility of the Kimberley
Process, and welcomes progress ongoing towards enhancing its effectiveness;

11.  Notes initiatives put forward by Participants as well as joint initiatives by industry and by civil society as
elements of a strengthened Kimberley Process that illustrate their continuous engagement towards a more effective,
responsible and inclusive Kimberley Process, and invites further contributions from other Participants and observers
for consideration by the Kimberley Process in 2019;

12.  Acknowledges with great appreciation the important contribution that the European Union, as Chair of
the Kimberley Process in 2018, has made towards curbing the trade in conflict diamonds, and welcomes the selection
of India as the Chair of the Kimberley Process for 2019, the Russian Federation as the Vice-Chair for 2019 and the
Chair for 2020 and Botswana as the Vice-Chair for 2020 and the Chair for 2021;

13.  Requests the Chair of the Kimberley Process to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-fourth
session a report on the implementation of the Kimberley Process;

14.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-fourth session the item entitled “The role of
diamonds in fuelling conflict”.

RESOLUTION 73/284

Adopted at the 69th plenary meeting, on 1 March 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.76 and
A/73/L.76/Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Austria, Bangladesh, Belgium, Benin, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechia, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France,
Georgia, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, ltaly, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Netherlands, Nicaragua, Nigeria, North Macedonia, Norway, Palau, Panama, Paraguay, Peru,
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Philippines, Poland, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Lucia, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of), Viet Nam

73/284. United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030)
The General Assembly,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,* in which the role of ecosystem restoration
in achieving sustainable development was highlighted,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international years and
anniversaries and 1989/84 of 24 May 1989 on guidelines for international decades in economic and social fields and
General Assembly resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 20 December 2006 on the proclamation
of international years,

Recalling further the proclamation of the United Nations Decade for Deserts and the Fight against
Desertification (2010-2020), the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity, 2011-2020,° the International Decade for
Action, “Water for Sustainable Development”, 2018-2028,7 the United Nations Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development, 2021-2030,% and the United Nations Decade of Family Farming (2019-2028),

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and
transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for the full
implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development, and its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions — economic, social
and environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium
Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third
International Conference on Financing for Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with concrete
policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to address the challenge of financing and creating
an enabling environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and solidarity,

Emphasizing the need for collective efforts to promote sustainable development in its three dimensions in an
innovative, coordinated, environmentally sound, open and shared manner,

Underlining that several targets related to ecosystem restoration contained in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development have a deadline of 2020 and that urgent action is therefore needed to achieve them,

Emphasizing that forests, wetlands, drylands and other natural ecosystems are essential for sustainable
development, poverty alleviation and improved human well-being,

Stressing the importance of the ecosystem approach for the integrated management of land, water and living
resources and the need to step up efforts to tackle desertification, land degradation, erosion and drought, biodiversity
loss and water scarcity, which are seen as major environmental, economic and social challenges for global sustainable
development,

4 Resolution 66/288, annex.

5 Resolution 62/195, para. 3.
¢ Resolution 65/161, para. 19.
7 Resolution 71/222, para. 3.
8 Resolution 72/73, para. 292.
9 Resolution 72/239, para. 1.
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Recalling United Nations Environment Assembly resolutions calling for the conservation and restoration of
ecosystems, '

Reaffirming the New Urban Agenda, adopted at the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable
Urban Development (Habitat 1), held in Quito from 17 to 20 October 2016,'! and its vision for cities and human
settlements that protect, conserve, restore and promote their ecosystems, water, natural habitats and biodiversity,
minimize their environmental impact and change to sustainable consumption and production patterns,

Stressing the need for cooperation, coordination and synergies in the work related to ecosystem restoration
among relevant United Nations entities, according to their mandate,

Recalling decision XII/19 on ecosystem conservation and restoration, adopted at the twelfth meeting of the
Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity,!? in which it was noted with concern that,
according to the fourth edition of the Global Biodiversity Outlook, not enough progress had been made towards
achieving Aichi Biodiversity Targets 14 and 15,'* decision XIII/5 of the thirteenth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties,'* by which the parties adopted a short-term ecosystem restoration plan, decision 14/5 on biodiversity and
climate change, adopted at the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties, and decision 14/30 on cooperation
with other conventions, international organizations and initiatives, adopted at the same meeting, in which the parties
welcomed the initiative of the Government of Egypt to promote a coherent approach for addressing biodiversity loss,
climate change and land and ecosystem degradation, as well as the Cancun Declaration on Mainstreaming the
Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biodiversity for Well-being, adopted at the high-level segment of the thirteenth
meeting of the Conference of the Parties, !’

Recognizing the importance of the fifteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, to be held in China in 2020, in formulating a post-2020 global biodiversity framework that will
contribute to the conservation of biodiversity on the planet and thus facilitate and reduce the need for ecosystem
restoration,

Recalling that, in the preamble to the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change,'® the parties recognized the importance of the conservation and enhancement, as
appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of the greenhouse gases referred to in the Convention,

Recalling also that sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases include forests, oceans, wetlands and soil, and
recalling further their essential role in the adaptation to and mitigation of climate change and in enhancing the
resilience of ecosystems and societies to its impacts,

Acknowledging the additional contribution and importance of carbon sequestration resulting from the restoration
of ecosystems to the achievement of the long-term temperature goal of the Paris Agreement,

Acknowledging also that the achievement of the objective of the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,'” and

19 Including resolutions 1/5 on chemicals and waste and 1/8 on ecosystem-based adaptation (see Official Records of the General Assembly,
Sixty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/69/25), annex); resolutions 2/8 on sustainable consumption and production, 2/13 on sustainable
management of natural capital for sustainable development and poverty eradication, 2/16 on the mainstreaming of biodiversity for
well-being and 2/24 on combating desertification, land degradation and drought and promoting sustainable pastoralism and rangelands (see
Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-first Session, Supplement No. 25 (A/71/25), annex); and resolutions 3/4 on environment
and health (UNEP/EA.3/Res.4), 3/6 on managing soil pollution to achieve sustainable development (UNEP/EA.3/Res.6), 3/7 on marine
litter and microplastics (UNEP/EA.3/Res.7) and 3/10 on addressing water pollution to protect and restore water-related ecosystems
(UNEP/EA.3/Res.10).

1 Resolution 71/256, annex.

12 See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/12/29.

13 See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/10/27, annex, decision X/2.
14 See United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/13/25.

15 United Nations Environment Programme, document UNEP/CBD/COP/13/24.

16 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex.

17 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1954, No. 33480.
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of a land degradation-neutral world will contribute to and be facilitated by the restoration of ecosystems and that those
efforts are connected to the climate change, sustainable economic development and poverty eradication agendas,

Welcoming the efforts under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries
Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, to support the development of viable
large-scale private projects on land rehabilitation and sustainable land management worldwide through the launch of
the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund,'8

Taking note of the Ramsar Strategic Plan 20162024, adopted at the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the
Parties to the Convention on Wetlands of International Importance especially as Waterfowl Habitat,!® which includes
targets for the restoration of wetlands, including in connection with biodiversity and climate change mitigation and
adaptation,

Noting that the world’s forest area decreased from 31.6 per cent to 30.6 per cent of global land area between
1990 and 2015, but that the pace of loss has slowed in recent years,

Noting also the invitation extended to countries by the Committee on Forestry of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, at its twenty-fourth session, to actively pursue more integrated approaches to the
restoration of degraded lands, support the development of financing mechanisms dedicated to ecosystem restoration
and better engage the private sector in restoration initiatives,*

Recalling the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030?! and the need to reverse the loss of forest
cover worldwide through sustainable forest management, including protection, restoration, afforestation and
reforestation, and increase efforts to prevent forest degradation and contribute to the global effort to address climate
change,?

Acknowledging the emergence of voluntary restoration initiatives and commitments at all levels, created to spur
ambition and action to restore ecosystems across the world,

Taking note of existing restoration initiatives such as the Pan-African Action Agenda on Ecosystem Restoration
for Increased Resilience, undertaken with a view to reversing the loss of biodiversity and ecological infrastructure,
combating land degradation and desertification, mitigating and adapting to the effects of climate change, enhancing
resilience and improving people’s well-being,

Welcoming the fact that, to date, almost 60 countries have announced political commitments to bring more than
170 million hectares of degraded land under restoration as part of the Bonn Challenge,

Noting that, in spite of political commitment, additional momentum is needed to generate the necessary
transformational impact at all levels in order to conserve and restore ecosystems and to achieve sustainable
development,

Noting also that restoration needs to be carried out in ways that balance social, economic and environmental
objectives and with the engagement of relevant stakeholders, including indigenous peoples and local communities,

Recognizing the crucial role that women play in ecosystem conservation and restoration, and stressing the need
for the full participation of women at all levels of policymaking and implementation for ecosystem conservation and
restoration,

Noting in this context the importance of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of
Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of National Food Security,?* adopted in 2012 by the Committee on World

18 The establishment of the Fund was welcomed in paragraph 6 of the Ordos Declaration, adopted at the thirteenth session of the Conference
of the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification, held in Ordos, China, from 6 to 16 September 2017
(ICCD/COP(13)/21/Add.1, decision 27/COP.13, annex). More information on the Fund is available at www.unccd.int/actions/impact-
investment-fund-land-degradation-neutrality.

19 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 996, No. 14583.

20 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document COFO/2018/REP, para. 20 (d).

21 See resolution 71/285.

22 Global forest goal 1 of the United Nations strategic plan for forests 2017-2030.

23 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, document CL 144/9 (C 2013/20), appendix D.
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Food Security, and the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management, endorsed by the Council of the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at its 155th session,

Recognizing that protecting ecosystems and avoiding harmful practices against animals, plants, microorganisms
and non-living environments contributes to the coexistence of humankind in harmony with nature,

Recognizing also that ecosystem restoration is a complement to conservation activities and that priority should
be given to conserving biodiversity and preventing the degradation of natural habitats and ecosystems by reducing
pressures and maintaining ecological integrity and the provision of ecosystem services,

Concerned about the loss of biodiversity and ecosystem services worth more than 10 per cent of annual global
gross domestic product, due to land degradation,

Noting that land degradation is a pervasive, systemic phenomenon occurring in all parts of the terrestrial world
and that urgent and timely action is needed to avoid, reduce and reverse it, and noting in this regard the relevant work
of the Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services,**

Noting also that coral reefs are projected to decline by a further 70 to 90 per cent at a temperature increase of
1.5 degrees Celsius, with larger losses at 2 degrees Celsius, and that there has been a decline of about 35 per cent in
both marine/coastal and inland natural wetland areas studied between 1970 and 2015,

Recalling the commitment to halting and reversing the decline in the health and productivity of our ocean and
its ecosystems and to protecting and restoring its resilience and ecological integrity,

Noting the invitation to the General Assembly by the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological
Diversity at its fourteenth meeting, in its decision 14/30, to designate the decade 2021-2030 the United Nations
Decade on Ecosystem Restoration,

1. Decides to proclaim 2021-2030 the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration, within existing
structures and available resources, with the aim of supporting and scaling up efforts to prevent, halt and reverse the
degradation of ecosystems worldwide and raise awareness of the importance of successful ecosystem restoration;

2. Stresses that ecosystem restoration and conservation contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development,?® as well as other related United Nations major outcome documents and multilateral
environmental agreements, including the Paris Agreement adopted under the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change,'® and the achievement of the Aichi Biodiversity Targets'* and the post-2020 global biodiversity
framework;

3. Encourages Member States:

(@) To foster political will, the mobilization of resources, capacity-building, scientific research and
cooperation and momentum for ecosystem restoration at the global, regional, national and local levels, as appropriate;

(b) To mainstream ecosystem restoration into policies and plans to address current national development
priorities and challenges due to the degradation of marine and terrestrial ecosystems, biodiversity loss and climate
change wvulnerability, thereby creating opportunities for ecosystems to increase their adaptive capacity and
opportunities to maintain and improve livelihoods for all;

(¢) Todevelop and implement policies and plans to prevent ecosystem degradation, in line with national laws
and priorities, as appropriate;

(d) To build on and reinforce existing restoration initiatives in order to scale up good practices;

(e) To facilitate synergies and a holistic view of how to achieve international commitments and national
priorities through the restoration of ecosystems;

24 See, for example, Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services, Assessment Report on Land
Degradation and Restoration: Summary for Policymakers (Bonn, Germany, 2018), in which the Platform reaffirmed the global dimension
of land degradation and reconfirmed the economic sense of urgent and concerted action and investment in avoiding land degradation and
restoring degraded lands.

25 Resolution 70/1.
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(f) To promote the sharing of experiences and good practices in ecosystem conservation and restoration;

4. Invites the United Nations Environment Programme and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations to lead the implementation of the Decade, in collaboration with the secretariats of the Rio conventions,
other relevant multilateral environmental agreements and entities of the United Nations system, including by
identifying and developing possible activities and programmes, within their mandates and existing resources, and
through voluntary contributions, as appropriate;

5. Invites Governments, international and regional organizations and other relevant stakeholders, including
civil society, the private sector and academia, to actively support the implementation of the Decade, including through
voluntary contributions, as appropriate;

6.  Stresses the importance of the full involvement of all relevant stakeholders, including women, children
according to their evolving capacities, young people, older persons, persons with disabilities, indigenous peoples and
local communities, in the context of the Decade at all levels;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its eighty-first session on the status
of the implementation of the present resolution, including its contribution to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.

RESOLUTION 73/285

Adopted at the 73rd plenary meeting, on 2 April 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.79 and
A/73/L.79/Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Belarus, Ecuador, Egypt, Fiji, Indonesia, Iran
(Islamic Republic of), Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Morocco, Nigeria,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Philippines, Qatar, Russian Federation, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Somalia, Spain,
Suriname, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zimbabwe,
State of Palestine

73/285. Combating terrorism and other acts of violence based on religion or belief
The General Assembly,

Recalling that all States have pledged themselves, under the Charter of the United Nations and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,?¢ to promote universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all,

Recalling also its relevant resolutions, including resolution 73/164 of 17 December 2018 on combating
intolerance, negative stereotyping, stigmatization, discrimination, incitement to violence and violence against persons,
based on religion or belief, and resolution 73/176 of 17 December 2018 on freedom of religion or belief,

Reaffirming that discrimination against human beings on the grounds of religion or belief constitutes an affront
to human dignity and a disavowal of the principles of the Charter,

Reaffirming also the obligation of States to prohibit discrimination and violence on the basis of religion or belief
and to implement measures to guarantee the equal and effective protection of the law,

Recalling that States have the primary responsibility to promote and protect human rights, including the human
rights of persons belonging to religious minorities, including their right to exercise their religion or belief freely,

Expressing deep concern at the instances of intolerance and discrimination and acts of violence occurring in the
world, including cases motivated by discrimination against persons belonging to religious minorities, in addition to
the negative projection of the followers of religions and the enforcement of measures that specifically discriminate
against persons on the basis of religion or belief,

Noting the Secretary General’s call upon the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations “to reach out to
governments and faith-based organizations, religious leaders and others, and explore actions to prevent attacks against,
and guarantee the sanctity of, religious sites”,

26 Resolution 217 A (TII).
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Reiterating that terrorism and violent extremism as and when conducive to terrorism, in all its forms and
manifestations, cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality, civilization or ethnic group,

Deeply alarmed by all terrorist attacks against places of worship that are motivated by religious hatred, including
Islamophobia, anti-Semitism and Christianophobia,

1. Condemns in the strongest terms the heinous, cowardly terrorist attack aimed at Muslim worshippers in
Christchurch, New Zealand, on 15 March 2019, and expresses its deepest condolences to the families of the victims
and to the Government and the people of New Zealand;

2. Strongly condemns continuing violence and acts of terrorism targeting individuals, including persons
belonging to religious minorities, on the basis of or in the name of religion or belief;

3. Underlines the need to hold perpetrators, organizers, financiers and sponsors of these acts of terrorism
accountable and to bring them to justice;

4.  Strongly deplores all acts of violence against persons on the basis of their religion or belief and such acts
directed against their homes, businesses, properties, schools, cultural centres and places of worship, as well as all
attacks on and in religious places, sites and shrines that are in violation of international law;

5. Urges all States to work together to protect individuals against acts of violence, discrimination and hate
crimes based on racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance;

6.  Urges States to protect and promote freedom of religion and belief and to foster a domestic environment
of religious tolerance, peace and respect by countering incitement to religious hatred and violence and by strategizing
and harmonizing actions at the local, national, regional and international levels through education and awareness-
building;

7. Calls for strengthened international efforts to foster a global dialogue on the promotion of a culture of
tolerance and peace at all levels, based on respect for human rights and for the diversity of religions and beliefs,
emphasizing that States, regional organizations, national human rights institutions, non-governmental organizations,
religious bodies, the media and civil society as a whole have an important role to play in such efforts.

RESOLUTION 73/286

Adopted at the 73rd plenary meeting, on 2 April 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.78 and
A/73/L.78/Add.1, sponsored by: Antigua and Barbuda, Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Belarus, Cameroon, China, Cuba, Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, India, Kazakhstan, Myanmar, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, South Sudan,
Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zimbabwe

73/286. International Delegate’s Day
The General Assembly,

Mindful of the celebration, in 2020, of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the San Francisco Conference, in which
850 delegates took part, and which resulted in the creation of the United Nations, an organization that now comprises
193 Member States and serves as the main international venue for collective dialogue between the delegates of its
Member States,

Recognizing the role of the representatives of the Governments assembled in San Francisco who agreed to the
Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolution 168 (IT) of 31 October 1947, by which it declared 24 October United Nations Day,
devoted to making known to the peoples of the world the aims and achievements of the United Nations and to gaining
their support for the work of the United Nations,

Welcoming the initiatives of States Members of the United Nations on the establishment and celebration of a
diplomatic workers’ or service day, where such exist,

Recalling its resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and 61/185 of 20 December 2006 on the proclamation
of international years, and Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international years
and anniversaries,
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1. Decides to designate 25 April as International Delegate’s Day,?” to be observed every year, beginning
in 2020;

2. Invites all Member States, the organizations of the United Nations system and other international and
regional organizations, as well as non-governmental organizations and individuals, to observe International Delegate’s
Day, in an appropriate manner and in accordance with national priorities, in order to highlight the role of the delegates
of the States Members of the United Nations in fulfilling the main goals of the United Nations, in particular in
maintaining international peace and security and employing international machinery for the promotion of the
economic and social advancement of all peoples, and in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms, as envisaged in the Charter of the United Nations, as well as in promoting effective
multilateralism, and notes that the cost of all activities that may arise from the implementation of the present resolution
should be met from voluntary contributions;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all States Members and
observers of the United Nations and the organizations of the United Nations system.

RESOLUTION 73/290

Adopted at the 75th plenary meeting, on 15 April 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.81 and
A/73/L.81/Add.1, sponsored by: Andorra, Armenia, Austria, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Comoros, Cote d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Guinea, Ireland, Latvia, Lebanon, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malta, Mauritius, Monaco, Morocco, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Romania, Samoa, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia

73/290. Cooperation between the United Nations and the International Organization of la Francophonie
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/18 of 10 November 1978, 50/3 of 16 October 1995, 52/2 of 17 October 1997, 54/25
of 15 November 1999, 56/45 of 7 December 2001, 57/43 of 21 November 2002, 59/22 of 8 November 2004, 61/7 of
20 October 2006, 63/236 of 22 December 2008, 65/263 of 14 January 2011, 67/137 of 18 December 2012, 69/270 of
2 April 2015 and 71/289 of 24 May 2017, as well as its decision 53/453 of 18 December 1998,

Recalling also its resolutions 61/266 of 16 May 2007, 63/306 of 9 September 2009, 65/311 of 19 July 2011,
67/292 of 24 July 2013, 69/324 of 11 September 2015 and 71/328 of 11 September 2017 on multilingualism,

Considering that the International Organization of la Francophonie, which is made up of 81 States Members of
the United Nations, representing more than one third of the members of the General Assembly, is promoting
multilateral cooperation in areas of common interest,

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations which encourage the promotion of the
purposes and principles of the United Nations through regional cooperation,

Bearing in mind also that, according to the Charter of la Francophonie, adopted on 23 November 2005 at the
Ministerial Conference of la Francophonie, held in Antananarivo, the objectives of the International Organization of
la Francophonie are to assist in the establishment and development of democracy, the prevention, management and
settlement of conflicts, support for the rule of law and for human rights, the intensification of dialogue between
cultures and civilizations, the establishment of closer ties among peoples through mutual knowledge, the
strengthening of their solidarity through multilateral cooperation activities with a view to promoting the growth of
their economies, and the promotion of education and training,

Welcoming the steps taken by the International Organization of la Francophonie to strengthen its ties with the
organizations of the United Nations system and with international and regional organizations with a view to attaining
its objectives,

27 In accordance with rule 25 of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly in relation to the States Members of the United Nations.
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Affirming the importance of a balanced and effective multilateral system that is representative of today’s world,
one that is based upon a strong and renewed United Nations,

Noting with satisfaction the commitment of the International Organization of la Francophonie to human rights,
gender equality, the empowerment of women, girls and youth and their active participation in society, access to quality
education and training, multilingualism and multilateral cooperation for peace, democratic governance and the rule
of law, economic governance and solidarity, sustainable development and its financing, especially poverty eradication
in all its forms and dimensions, protection of the environment, access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern
energy for all, combating climate change, countering terrorism in all its forms and preventing and countering
radicalization to terrorism,

Welcoming the adoption of the Yerevan Declaration®® at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie, held in
Yerevan on 11 and 12 October 2018 on the theme “Living together in solidarity, with shared humanistic values and
respect for diversity: a source of peace and prosperity for the French-speaking community”, and noting the decision
to hold the eighteenth Summit in Tunis in 2020,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want”,>

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and
transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for the full
implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development, its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions — economic, social and
environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium
Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Noting with satisfaction the commitments by the member States and Governments of the International
Organization of la Francophonie to the implementation of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International
Conference on Financing for Development® and the Paris Agreement on climate change,’! reaffirmed by the Heads
of State and Government of countries using French as a common language at the seventeenth Summit of la
Francophonie, together with an undertaking to play an active role in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
and a determination to implement national sustainable development strategies to make an effective contribution to
eradicating poverty, to ensuring sustainable and universal access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy
services and to protecting the environment, and noting with satisfaction also the outcome of the twenty-fourth session
of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Katowice,
Poland, from 2 to 14 December 2018, including the adoption of the decisions on the Paris Agreement work programme,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of resolution 71/289,%

Noting with satisfaction the substantial progress achieved in cooperation between the United Nations, the
specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies and programmes and the International Organization of la
Francophonie,

Convinced that strengthening cooperation between the United Nations and the International Organization of la
Francophonie serves the purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Noting the will of the two organizations to consolidate, develop and strengthen the ties that exist between them
in the political, economic, social and cultural fields with respect to each of the pillars of international peace and
security, development and human rights,

28 A/73/596, annex.

29 Resolution 66/288, annex.

30 Resolution 69/313, annex.

31 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP21, annex.
32 See A/73/328-S/2018/592, sect. I1.
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1.  Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General,”? and welcomes the strengthened and fruitful
cooperation between the United Nations and the International Organization of la Francophonie;

2. Notes with satisfaction, in accordance with the Yerevan Declaration®® adopted by the Heads of State and
Government of countries using French as a common language at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie, the
active participation of the International Organization of la Francophonie in the work of the United Nations, among
whose purposes, as set forth in its Charter, are to maintain international peace and security, to develop friendly relations
among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of peoples, and respect for the
principle of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of States, to achieve international cooperation in solving
international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character and to be a centre for harmonizing
the actions of nations in the attainment of those common ends;

3. Also notes with satisfaction the continued strengthening of cooperation between the United Nations and
the International Organization of la Francophonie in the area of human rights and in the promotion of gender equality,
and commends the initiatives taken by the International Organization of la Francophonie in the areas of crisis and
conflict prevention, management and resolution, the promotion of peace, support for democracy and the rule of law,
full respect for human rights and good governance, the fight against impunity and the promotion of international
criminal justice, in accordance with the commitments set forth in its Bamako Declaration of 3 November 2000 on the
practices of democracy, rights and freedoms in the francophone world,** and reaffirmed at the Ministerial Conference
of la Francophonie on Conflict Prevention and Human Security, held on 13 and 14 May 2006 in Saint Boniface,
Canada;

4. Welcomes the signing in December 2018 of a memorandum of understanding between the International
Organization of la Francophonie and the Permanent Secretariat of the Group of Five for the Sahel and the involvement
of the International Organization of la Francophonie in high-level consultations on the Sahel and its genuine
contribution, in cooperation with, among others, the United Nations, to crisis resolution, recovery and peacebuilding;

5.  Also welcomes the strengthened cooperation between the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights and the International Organization of la Francophonie, including to provide support
for French-speaking countries in the context of the universal periodic review and other human rights mechanisms,
and further welcomes the implementation of the cooperation agreement between the two organizations in the three
identified areas of cooperation, namely, the promotion of diversity and the fight against all forms of discrimination,
support for the United Nations human rights mechanisms, and protection of the rights of migrants;

6.  Recalls the principles relating to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of
human rights (the Paris Principles)** and the establishment of the Global Alliance of National Human Rights
Institutions, takes note of the resolution on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Paris Principles adopted at the
seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie, and recognizes in this regard the potential for strengthened and
complementary cooperation among the United Nations, the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions
and the International Organization of la Francophonie in the promotion and protection of human rights;

7. Welcomes the twenty-fifth anniversary of the adoption of the Paris Principles, the twentieth anniversary of
the adoption of the Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society to
Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,*> commonly referred to as
the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, the seventieth anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights*® and the seventieth anniversary of the adoption of the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,?” observed in December 2018, and notes in this regard the contributions of
francophone countries and the International Organization of la Francophonie to the high-level commemorative events

33 A/55/731, annex.

34 Resolution 48/134, annex.

35 Resolution 53/144, annex.

36 Resolution 217 A (III).

37 Resolution 260 A (III), annex.
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held within or in cooperation with the United Nations, including the seventieth anniversary of the adoption of the four
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949;3

8. Expresses its deep concern about the continued violations of human rights and international humanitarian
law, including in countries in crisis or emerging from crisis, and particularly against women and children, as well as
refugees, internally displaced persons and migrants, and welcomes the implementation of the cooperation agreement
between the International Organization of la Francophonie and the International Committee of the Red Cross;

9.  Welcomes the development of cooperation between the United Nations and the International Organization
of la Francophonie, with the participation of other regional and subregional organizations, in the fields of early
warning and crisis and conflict prevention in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the Security Council and the
General Assembly, encourages the pursuit of this initiative with a view to formulating practical recommendations to
facilitate the establishment of relevant operational mechanisms, where necessary, and invites the relevant stakeholders
to redouble their efforts to reduce risks and latent vulnerabilities, including by considering the development of risk
management and resilience strategies;

10.  Recognizes, as part of the cooperation between the United Nations and the International Organization of
la Francophonie, the interest in intensifying efforts to move from early warning to rapid response and the need to
promote the full participation of women and youth in conflict prevention, management and resolution mechanisms,
including through their involvement in the negotiation and implementation of peace agreement processes;

11.  Welcomes the impetus given to the participation of States members of the International Organization of la
Francophonie in peacekeeping operations, while recalling that it is up to the United Nations to preserve
multilingualism and the Secretariat to integrate multilingualism into the activities of these operations, and draws
attention to the strengthened cooperation between the International Organization of la Francophonie, on the one hand,
and the Department of Peace Operations and the Department of Operational Support of the Secretariat, on the other,
with a view to reaching a satisfactory level of French-speaking personnel involved in United Nations peacekeeping
operations in French-speaking countries, where the need has been expressed by the Secretariat, including the number
of women, within the existing relevant United Nations legislative framework on staff selection;

12.  Notes that a large number of civilian and military peacekeeping personnel are deployed by the United
Nations in francophone countries, and in this regard encourages the continuation of efforts by the States members of
the International Organization of la Francophonie and by the Organization itself, taking into account the authority of
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to increase the supply of French-speaking civilian and military
contingents on missions to francophone countries and to build their capacities, including access by French-speaking
personnel to senior-level positions in peacekeeping operations in francophone countries, taking fully into account
Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations;

13. Welcomes the good functioning of the Francophone Expertise and Training Network for Peace Operations
and the fruitful cooperation that it has established with the Secretariat, particularly with the Police Division of the
Department of Peace Operations, to improve the capacity of the peacekeeping personnel deployed in French-speaking
countries by promoting the use of the French language through the dissemination of the En avant! learning method
and the organization of training courses by the Department of Peace Operations and the Department of Operational
Support;

14.  Also welcomes the good functioning of the Boutros-Ghali Peacekeeping Observatory, which constitutes
in particular a framework for exchanges between French-speaking experts and personalities from
personnel-contributing countries and strives to support French-speaking States in their efforts to better prepare for
their participation in peacekeeping operations, particularly those deployed in a francophone environment;

15, Further welcomes the participation of the International Organization of la Francophonie in the work of
the Peacebuilding Commission on Burundi, the Central African Republic, Guinea and Guinea-Bissau, and strongly
encourages the International Organization of la Francophonie and the Peacebuilding Commission to continue to
cooperate actively;

38 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.
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16. Welcomes the establishment in 2018 of the Francophone Network for the Prevention of Violent
Radicalization and Violent Extremism that Could Lead to Terrorism (FrancoPREV), which aims to pool francophone
expertise, disseminate results of research conducted in French-speaking countries and exchange good practices in the
area of prevention, while respecting the local context of each country;

17.  Also welcomes the cooperation between the International Organization of la Francophonie and the United
Nations to prevent and combat terrorism, particularly with the Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate;

18.  Further welcomes the endorsement by the Heads of State and Government of countries using French as a
common language at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie of the declaration commending the adoption of
General Assembly resolution 71/291 of 15 June 2017 on the establishment of the Office of Counter-Terrorism;

19.  Welcomes the involvement of the International Organization of la Francophonie in promoting international
criminal justice as well as the signing of a partnership agreement between the International Organization of la
Francophonie and the International Criminal Court, which illustrates the role played by the International Organization
of la Francophonie in protecting human rights, restoring the rule of law and combating impunity;

20. Also welcomes the importance given by the States members of the International Organization of la
Francophonie to cooperating in the area of international criminal justice, and their efforts to prevent the crime of
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity and to combat impunity for the perpetrators of such crimes, and
in this connection stresses the importance of facilitating the development of mutual legal assistance between States in
order to investigate and prosecute the most serious crimes;

21.  Further welcomes the efforts of the International Organization of la Francophonie to establish citizen-
responsive democratic governance of security systems, to define a francophone position with regard to justice, truth
and reconciliation in order to support French-speaking States in crisis and in transition, and to promote the diversity
of legal systems;

22.  Welcomes the creation of two new regional offices of the International Organization of la Francophonie,
one for North Africa, in Tunis in 2019, and one for the Middle East, in Beirut in 2020 or 2021, following the decision
endorsed at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie;

23.  Also welcomes the action taken by the International Organization of la Francophonie and its member
States and Governments aimed at promoting the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals;*

24.  Further welcomes the action taken by the International Organization of la Francophonie in promoting
education and training, including the integration of digital issues in those areas, and welcomes in this regard the
commemoration of the thirtieth anniversary of the signing of the Protocol establishing the International French-
Language University for African Development (Senghor University in Alexandria, Egypt) and its primary and
effective role in training African country executives and in supporting the promotion of their skills;

25.  Welcomes the work of the Francophonie Institute for Education and Training in Dakar, the main mission
of which is to provide the States and Governments of the International Organization of la Francophonie and their
partners with technical expertise for developing, implementing, monitoring and evaluating their education policies in
order to ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and to promote lifelong learning opportunities for all;

26. Also welcomes the economic forum held in Yerevan on 9 and 10 October 2018 on the margins of the
seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie, which brought together business leaders from the francophone countries and
representatives of international economic organizations, and in this regard notes with appreciation the launch of the
Francophone Network of Ministers for the Digital Economy at the economic forum;

27.  Further welcomes the holding of the International Conference on Access to Quality Medicines and Other
Medical Products in French-speaking Africa, held in Geneva on 22 May 2018, at the initiative of the Secretary-
General of la Francophonie and the Executive Director of the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS, and
with the support of the Director General of the World Health Organization and the collaboration of the Fondation
Chirac;

39 See resolution 70/1.
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28.  Welcomes the collaboration developed between the International Organization of la Francophonie and the
World Trade Organization for strengthening the contribution of the French-speaking delegations to the ministerial
conferences of the World Trade Organization;

29.  Notes with satisfaction the development of collaboration between the United Nations and the International
Organization of la Francophonie in electoral monitoring and assistance, and encourages the strengthening of
cooperation between the two organizations in that area;

30. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations for including the International
Organization of la Francophonie in the periodic meetings he holds with heads of regional organizations, and invites
him to continue to do so, taking into account the role played by the International Organization of la Francophonie in
conflict prevention and support for democracy and the rule of law, gender equality and the empowerment of women
and girls, and sustainable development, and in that regard encourages cooperation in the field between the United
Nations, the International Organization of la Francophonie and regional organizations aimed at promoting the peaceful
settlement of disputes, including through mediation;

31. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to involve the International Organization of la Francophonie,
taking into account its expertise as well as the adoption at the twenty-second session of the Ministerial Conference of
la Francophonie, held in Bucharest on 26 September 2006, of the Vademecum on the Use of French in International
Organizations, in the efforts to promote multilingualism, a core value of the United Nations, bearing in mind the
objective of eliminating disparities between the use of English and the use of other official languages within the
Organization, including the activities linked to public relations and information, documentation, language services
and conference services, human resources management and staff training, as well as the activities affected by those
disparities in field offices and peacekeeping and peacebuilding operations, and takes note in this regard of the concrete
contribution made by the International Organization of la Francophonie to the implementation of an integrated policy
on multilingualism at the United Nations by providing high-level expertise;

32.  Reaffirms the need to respect the equality of the two working languages of the Secretariat, also reaffirms
the use of additional working languages in specific duty stations as mandated, and in this regard requests the Secretary-
General to ensure that vacancy announcements specify the need for either of the working languages of the Secretariat
unless the functions of the post require a specific working language;

33.  Considers that the interaction of the United Nations with the local population in the field is essential and
that language skills constitute an important element of the selection and training processes, and therefore affirms that
a good command of the official language or languages spoken in the country of residence should be taken into account
as an important asset during those processes;

34.  Notes the commitment of States members of the International Organization of la Francophonie to improve
global governance so as to promote a balanced multilateral system which assures permanent and equal representation
of African member States in decision-making bodies;

35.  Aiso notes the firm commitment by the member States and Governments of the International Organization
of la Francophonie to international peace and security, democracy, human rights, the rule of law, linguistic and cultural
diversity, good governance, sustainable development and bridging the digital gap, as reaffirmed at the seventeenth
Summit of la Francophonie, and the commitment of the States members of the International Organization of la
Francophonie to take specific actions in the following areas, as agreed at the seventeenth Summit and set out in the
Yerevan Declaration and the resolutions adopted at the Summit:

(a) Prevention of violent radicalization and violent extremism which can be conducive to terrorism;
(b) Promotion of gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls;

(¢) Ending child, early and forced marriages;

(d) Sustainable management of water resources;

(e) Engaging local authorities in attaining the Sustainable Development Goals at the local level;

(f) Promotion of education and professional and technical training;

(2) Implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate change;’!
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(h) Promotion of ocean-based economies that aim at sustainable management of natural resources, as well as
of green economy as one of the tools available for achieving sustainable development;

(i) Promotion of investments in the health sector;

(j) Promotion of intercultural dialogue as a factor for achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development® and the Sustainable Development Goals;

(k) Promotion of the use of the French language and linguistic diversity;
()  Promotion of the role of youth, their employment and mobility;

(m) Promotion of education for democracy, citizenship and human rights;
(n) Promotion of cultural participation;

(o) Promotion of knowledge transfer and research commercialization;
(p) Fight against neglected tropical diseases;

36. Invites the specialized agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations system, as well as the
regional commissions, including the Economic Commission for Africa, to strengthen the cooperation with the
Secretary-General of 1a Francophonie by identifying new synergies in favour of sustainable development, in particular
in the areas of poverty eradication, economic growth, energy, the environment and the fight against climate change,
culture, education, training and the development of new information technologies, in particular with a view to
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, including the Sustainable Development Goals, to the benefit
of all, including children, young people and women;

37. Welcomes the implementation of the agreement between the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality
and the Empowerment of Women (UN-Women) and the International Organization of la Francophonie, as well as
their cooperation, in particular in such areas as women’s participation in political decision-making and in economic,
social and cultural life, advocacy for the equality of women and men, the integration of gender equality into sustainable
development and combating violence and sexual exploitation and abuse against women and girls, and invites the two
institutions to strengthen their cooperation in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

38. Takes note of the Framework Agreement between the Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict and the International Organization of la Francophonie to enhance
cooperation in addressing conflict-related sexual violence, signed in Yerevan on 10 October 2018;

39.  Welcomes the Framework Agreement for Cooperation between the International Organization of la
Francophonie and the Peacebuilding Support Office, signed in New York on 26 September 2018;

40. Also welcomes the adoption by the Heads of State and Government of countries using French as a
common language, at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie, of the strategy for the promotion of equality
between women and men and the rights and empowerment of women and girls in the francophone countries, which
is intended to promote gender equality in the public and private spheres; encourage access for girls and women to
high-quality and inclusive education, training, decent work and health; promote their empowerment; prevent and
combat all forms of violence, abuse and discrimination committed against them; and promote their full, effective and
equal participation in political, economic, cultural and public life, including the prevention and resolution of conflicts;

41.  Further welcomes the implementation of the Framework Agreement signed on 7 December 2015 between
the International Organization of la Francophonie and the United Nations Development Programme, and their
cooperation, particularly in the fields of peace and democracy, sustainable development, climate change, economic
development, South-South cooperation and support for civil society, and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, giving priority to job creation and entrepreneurship, as well as inclusive, sustainable and
resilient development;

42.  Welcomes the strengthening of the partnership between the International Organization of la Francophonie
and the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation for the benefit of the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals, and welcomes, in particular, the signing of the memorandum of understanding between the two
parties in New York on 25 September 2018, as well as the launch of the Network of Francophone Actors for South-
South and Tripartite Cooperation in Rabat in July 2018;
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43.  Notes the contribution of the International Organization of la Francophonie to the preparatory process of
the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration,** in line with the New York Declaration for Refugees
and Migrants,*' and to the outcome of the high-level United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development, held in New York from 5 to 9 June 2017;*

44. Welcomes the cooperation between the World Intellectual Property Organization and the International
Organization of la Francophonie to implement the memorandum of understanding signed in Geneva on 12 May 2014
between the two organizations aimed at intensifying their technical cooperation efforts for the benefit of their
members;

45. Expresses its gratitude to the International Organization of la Francophonie for the steps it has taken in
recent years to promote cultural and linguistic diversity and dialogue between cultures and civilizations, refers to the
Yerevan Call on Living Together, endorsed by the Heads of State and Government of countries using French as a
common language at the seventeenth Summit of la Francophonie as a document to set forth the principles of living
together for the francophone countries and to guide their collective efforts toward enhanced cooperation, solidarity,
dialogue and tolerance, and encourages the United Nations and the International Organization of la Francophonie to
cooperate more closely to ensure full respect for provisions on multilingualism;

46. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of la
Francophonie for their sustained efforts to strengthen cooperation and coordination between the two organizations,
thereby serving their mutual interests in the political, economic, social, cultural and environmental fields, in particular
in the framework of the joint activities carried out by the International Organization of la Francophonie with the United
Nations Environment Programme and with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, as
well as in the context of developing exchanges between the International Organization of la Francophonie and United
Nations Volunteers;

47.  Welcomes the involvement of the countries that use French as a common language, particularly through
the International Organization of la Francophonie, in the preparation for, conduct of and follow-up to international
conferences organized under the auspices of the United Nations, as witnessed at the Third World Conference on
Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Sendai, Japan, from 14 to 18 March 2015, the eleventh session of the United Nations
Forum on Forests, held in New York from 4 to 15 May 2015, the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development, held in Addis Ababa from 13 to 16 July 2015, the United Nations summit for the adoption of the
post-2015 development agenda, held in New York from 25 to 27 September 2015, the twenty-first session of the
Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Paris from
30 November to 11 December 2015, the first World Humanitarian Summit, held in Istanbul, Turkey, on 23 and
24 May 2016, the Comprehensive High-level Midterm Review of the Implementation of the Istanbul Programme of
Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 20112020, held in Antalya, Turkey, from 27 to 29 May
2016, the high-level plenary meeting on addressing large movements of refugees and migrants, held in New York on
19 September 2016, the United Nations Conference on Housing and Sustainable Urban Development (Habitat III),
held in Quito from 17to 20 October 2016, and the twenty-second session of the Conference of the Parties
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, held in Marrakech, Morocco, from 7 to
18 November 2016;

48. Also welcomes the high-level meetings held periodically between the Secretary-General of the United
Nations and the Secretary-General of la Francophonie, and requests the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
acting in cooperation with the Secretary-General of la Francophonie, to encourage the holding of periodic meetings
between their representatives as well as with the Group of Francophone Ambassadors at United Nations Headquarters
in order to promote the exchange of information, coordination of activities and identification of new areas of
cooperation through the use of the French language as a vector for development;

49. Further welcomes the participation of the Secretary-General of la Francophonie in the high-level
interactive dialogue organized by the Secretary-General of the United Nations with the heads of regional organizations

40 Resolution 73/195, annex.
41 Resolution 71/1.
42 Resolution 71/312, annex.
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and other organizations on 12 and 13 June 2018 in Manhasset, New York, which was aimed at strengthening
cooperation between the United Nations and its regional and international partners, as an invitation for regular
exchanges of views and experiences, particularly in areas related to peace and security;

50. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations to take the steps necessary, in collaboration with the
Secretary-General of 1a Francophonie, to continue to promote cooperation between the two organizations;

51.  Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its seventy-fifth session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution;

52. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its seventy-fifth session, under the item entitled
“Cooperation between the United Nations and regional and other organizations”, the sub-item entitled “Cooperation
between the United Nations and the International Organization of la Francophonie”.

RESOLUTION 73/291

Adopted at the 75th plenary meeting, on 15 April 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.80, submitted by
the President of the General Assembly

73/291. Buenos Aires outcome document of the second High-level United Nations Conference
on South-South Cooperation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 71/318 of 28 August 2017, in which it decided that the second High-level United Nations
Conference on South-South Cooperation would be held in Buenos Aires from 20 to 22 March 2019,

1. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Government and the people of Argentina for hosting the second
High-level United Nations Conference on South-South Cooperation from 20 to 22 March 2019 and for assuming all
the costs of the High-level Conference as well as providing all the necessary support;

2. Endorses the Buenos Aires outcome document of the second High-level United Nations Conference on
South-South Cooperation, which is contained in the annex to the present resolution.

Annex

Buenos Aires outcome document of the second High-level United Nations Conference
on South-South Cooperation

1. We, heads of delegations and high representatives of Governments, gathered in Buenos Aires from
20 to 22 March 2019 at the Second United Nations High-level Conference on South-South Cooperation, on the
occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the 1978 United Nations Conference on Technical Cooperation among
Developing Countries, which adopted the Buenos Aires Plan of Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical
Cooperation among Developing Countries, reaffirm that the overarching theme of the present Conference is “Role of
South-South cooperation and implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: challenges and
opportunities.”

2. We renew our commitment to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda and reaffirm the resolution 33/134 of 19 December 1978, endorsing the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action, which constitutes a major milestone in the evolution of South-South and triangular cooperation and the
resolution 64/222, endorsing the Nairobi outcome document of the High-level United Nations Conference on South-
South Cooperation.

3. We welcome the Paris Agreement, the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the New Urban
Agenda and recall other relevant major United Nations conferences and summits in the economic, social and related
fields, as well as all General Assembly resolutions relevant to South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation.

4. We take note of the Havana Programme of Action adopted by the first South Summit, the Marrakech
Framework for the Implementation of South-South Cooperation and the Doha Plan of Action adopted by the Second
South Summit.
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5. We note that significant changes are taking place in international political and economic relations, which create
conditions conducive to promoting South-South cooperation and pursuing sustained economic development, and
national and collective self-reliance.

6. We recognize that South-South and triangular cooperation contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development and to achieving the overarching goal of eradication of poverty in all its forms and
dimensions, as it shares the comprehensive vision of development contained in the 17 Sustainable Development
Goals, that balance the three dimensions of sustainable development — the economic, social and environmental.

7. Werecognize that South-South cooperation is conducted among countries of the South, including but not limited
to the economic, social, cultural, environmental, and technical domains, that can take place in a bilateral, regional or
interregional contexts, for developing countries to meet their development goals through concerted efforts, taking into
account the principles of South-South cooperation.

8. We recognize the importance and different history and particularities of South-South cooperation, and we
reaffirm our view of South-South cooperation as a manifestation of solidarity among peoples and countries of the
South that contributes to their national well-being, their national and collective self-reliance and the attainment of
internationally agreed development goals, including the Sustainable Development Goals, according to national
priorities and plans. South-South cooperation and its agenda have to be set by countries of the South and should
continue to be guided by the principles of respect for national sovereignty, national ownership and independence,
equality, non-conditionality, non-interference in domestic affairs and mutual benefit.

9.  We acknowledge the voluntary, participative, and demand driven nature of South-South Cooperation, born out
of shared experiences and sympathies, based on their common objectives and solidarity. We further recognize that
South-South cooperation leads to more diverse opportunities for development. South-South Cooperation should not
be seen as Official Development Assistance.

10. We stress that South-South cooperation is not a substitute for, but rather a complement to, North-South
cooperation.

11.  We acknowledge the need to enhance the development effectiveness of South-South and triangular cooperation.

12.  We further recognize that triangular cooperation complements and adds value to South-South cooperation by
enabling requesting developing countries to source and access more, and a broader range of, resources, expertise and
capacities, that they identify as needed in order to achieve their national development goals and internationally agreed
sustainable development goals.

13.  We recognize that developing countries tend to share common views on national development strategies and
priorities when faced with similar development challenges. The proximity of experience is therefore a key catalyst in
promoting capacity development in developing countries and, in this regard, it accentuates the principles of South-
South cooperation. It is important to enhance South-South cooperation in order to fulfill its full development potential.

14.  'We underline the need to promote peaceful and inclusive societies for achieving sustainable development, and
to build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels. Good governance, rule of law, human rights,
fundamental freedoms, equal access to fair justice systems, and measures to combat corruption and curb illicit
financial flows will be integral to our efforts.

15.  We recognize that South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation enables developing countries to achieve
sustainable development through partnership and, inter alia, to promote unity and cooperation, which contribute to
establishing a fair and equitable international economic order.

16.  'We note that in the past few decades, while North-South cooperation is the main modality for development
cooperation, South-South cooperation has expanded its scope, facilitated regional, subregional and interregional
integration, provided innovative approaches for collective actions and strengthened its contribution to sustainable
development in its three dimensions. We acknowledge incremental institutionalization in South-South cooperation
and its incorporation into policymaking by some countries and regions. There has been an expansion of the number
of relevant actors in development, including multiple stakeholders, subnational entities and parliamentarians, civil
society, private sector, volunteer groups, faith-based organizations, philanthropic organizations, scientific and
technological communities, foundations and think-tanks, and academia, as appropriate. Multilateral institutions,
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international and regional banks and funds, including those newly established by developing countries, are providing
financial support to South-South cooperation initiatives.

17.  We acknowledge that developing countries continue to face serious challenges, as well as new and emerging
challenges, in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and we recognize the need to
enhance capacity in developing countries by enhancing resources, and by building local capabilities, institutions,
expertise, human resources, where appropriate, in contribution to national development priorities, at the request of
developing countries. We recognize the need for international development cooperation to better understand the
multidimensional perspective.

18.  We also recognize that South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation increasingly take different and
evolving forms, including technical cooperation, the sharing of knowledge and experience, training, capacity building
and technology transfer on mutually agreed terms, aimed at achieving sustainable development through the promotion
of, inter alia, economic cooperation, including trade, investment, infrastructure development and connectivity,
agriculture and rural development, food security and nutrition, food safety, health, energy, disaster risk reduction,
addressing climate change, as well as mutual learning and the coordination of development policies and strategies
among developing countries.

19.  We recognize the contribution of South-South and triangular cooperation in promoting gender equality and the
empowerment of women and girls in sustainable development and encourage further efforts to mainstream gender
perspectives in these modalities of cooperation.

20. We note the role of trade in growth and economic development of developing countries and recognize the
significant contribution of South-South and triangular cooperation in the area of trade and its ability to promote
sustainable development, and in this regard reaffirm the importance of strengthening South-South trade in
WTO-consistent manner, including the Global System of Trade Preferences among Developing Countries.

21.  We reaffirm the key role of the United Nations funds, programs, specialized agencies, non-resident agencies,
UN Regional Commissions, including UN country teams in supporting and promoting South-South cooperation and
triangular cooperation while reiterating that every country has the primary responsibility for its own development.

22.  We recognize the increasing role played by inclusive partnerships in South-South cooperation and triangular
cooperation, acting as an instrument which help improve the impact and actions in the field, acknowledging that
governments have the principal role of coordinating and leading development efforts, call upon all actors in
development cooperation to be meaningfully engaged. We also welcome the increasing role that developing countries
play through South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation towards the fulfillment of the Sustainable
Development Goals.

23.  We acknowledge the importance of sharing of knowledge, experiences and best practices on South-South and
triangular cooperation, on a voluntary basis, in the attainment of sustainable development and the implementation of
the 2030 Agenda Sustainable Development.

24. In order to step up South-South and triangular cooperation and to bolster support for national and regional
development efforts towards achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, we:

(a) recognize that poverty reduction policies and strategies, in conformity with national conditions and
circumstances, have enabled some developing countries to lift millions of their citizens out of extreme poverty and
we invite all relevant stakeholders to share their knowledge and experience, particularly homegrown development
approaches, in order to intensify efforts towards the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions through
South-South and triangular cooperation;

(b)  call upon developed and developing countries and all relevant stakeholders to strengthen the efforts to
implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by promoting the economic, social and environmental
dimensions of sustainability, including in all South-South and triangular cooperation policies and activities to ensure
a more holistic and coherent approach to sustainable development;

(c)  call upon multilateral, regional and bilateral financial and development institutions to consider increasing
financial resources and technical cooperation to promote South-South and triangular cooperation;

(d) emphasize the need to leverage the role of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation as a means
to promote and support industrial and semi-industrial ventures and ensure food security and nutrition, including
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through the promotion of sustainable agriculture and food systems, food processing agro-industries, which have the
potential to link with global value chains and effectively address the market needs of developing countries;

(e) note the establishment of new institutions regional and global banks and funds, which will contribute to
the advancement of South-South cooperation and the implementation of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development,
and we highlight the importance for these institutions to be run in a transparent and efficient way;

()  note with concern the increase in debt levels globally and call on on borrowers and creditors to address
the challenges linked to debt sustainability as a matter of priority in order to prevent negative impact on long-term
development and achieving the Sustainable Development Goals;

(g) encourage developing countries to adopt or strengthen national policies to advance South-South
cooperation and triangular cooperation, and to enhance the capacity of national and sub-national coordination
mechanisms, as appropriate, in order to improve policy coordination, the sharing of knowledge, lessons learned and
good practices, and the adaptation of such practices, including through the voluntary exchange of experience and
expertise according to national policies and priorities for development;

(h) encourage developed and developing countries to promote, through South-South and triangular
cooperation, access to and the transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms, taking into account national legal
frameworks of developing countries, and encourage broader South-South collaboration on technological
developments, including collaboration on the acquisition of capabilities for research and development, the
management of technology and information networks inclusive of technology producers and users as well as those
working on infrastructure and human resources development. We also emphasize the need to promote the
development, transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies to developing countries on
mutually agreed terms;

(i)  callupon relevant centers of excellence, in accordance with national development policies and priorities,
to strengthen South-South platforms and the exchange of experience among sub-regional and regional groupings, as
appropriate, for the purpose of building multi-stakeholder partnerships and cross-border collaborative frameworks
and programmes to scale up best practices with the potential to benefit many developing countries;

(7)) commend the contribution of think tanks, communities of practice, networks and expert groups to the
improvement of South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation practices, and encourage United Nations entities
to continue to engage, as appropriate, these organizations more effectively in efforts to better understand the role and
impact of South-South and triangular cooperation to successfully implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development and regional development frameworks such as the African Union Agenda 2063;

(k)  note that corruption and illicit financial flows impede economic development, deepen income inequality,
and reduce the domestic resources mobilization for sustainable development in developing countries. In this regard,
we call upon all countries and encourage greater South-South and triangular cooperation, including the sharing of
knowledge and best practices, to prevent and combat corruption and illicit financial flows, including through
strengthened good practices on assets return;

(1) reaffirm our support for the High-level Committee on South-South Cooperation and call upon the
Committee, within existing resources, to continue to engage Member States, in inclusive and transparent
consultations, during its regular sessions, for further enhancing South-South and triangular cooperation through peer-
learning, sharing knowledge and experiences as well as best practices on a voluntary basis, by convening, inter alia,
round table discussions and interactive dialogues, and to present recommendations, as deemed appropriate, to the
General Assembly; and

(m) recognize that South-South and triangular cooperation represents an opportunity for support to developing
countries in designing implementable strategies to strengthen Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) as
agents of sustainable development, including sustainable industrialization. Also recognize that South-South and
triangular cooperation should enhance the capacity of developing countries to develop strategies for creating an
enabling environment for MSMEs to grow and thrive, and to build their capacity to contribute more to decent work
for all and sustained economic growth.

25.  We encourage developing countries to develop country-led systems to evaluate and assess the quality and impact
of South-South and triangular cooperation programs and improve data collection at the national level to promote
cooperation in the development of methodologies and statistics to that end, as appropriate, while bearing in mind the
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specific principles and unique characteristics of South-South cooperation, and encourage all actors to support
initiatives for information and data collection, coordination, dissemination and evaluation of South-South cooperation,
upon the request of developing countries.

26. In this regard, we invite interested developing countries to engage in consultations, within the regional
commissions, relevant intergovernmental fora on South-South and triangular cooperation, or regional organizations,
as appropriate, on non-binding voluntary methodologies, building upon existing experiences, taking into account the
specificities and different modalities of South-South cooperation and respecting the diversity within South-South
cooperation and within national approaches. In this regard, we take note of the efforts of certain developing countries
that have developed methodologies for planning, monitoring, measuring and evaluating South-South and triangular
cooperation in their regions on a voluntary basis and acknowledge the interest of some developing countries in order
to establish a methodology for accounting and evaluating South-South and triangular cooperation.

27. Stressing the need to reinvigorate the United Nations development system in supporting and promoting South-
South cooperation and triangular cooperation, aiming at implementing the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, we:

(a) note with appreciation that many United Nations entities have integrated South-South and triangular
cooperation into their respective strategic frameworks or work plans and designed innovative South-South and
triangular cooperation initiatives to benefit developing countries; and have established or strengthened specialized
units and set up programmes with dedicated human and financial resources to advance South-South cooperation and
triangular cooperation; in this context, we encourage the United Nations development system to continue
incorporating South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation into policies, programmes, strategic frameworks
and other planning instruments, including appropriate indicators and methodologies, as agreed by the governing
bodies, and provide support for the exchange of good practices on innovative policies and approaches between
developing countries, while taking into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa
Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development that sets the global framework
for financing sustainable development;

(b) request the United Nations development system, within existing resources and with the approval of
respective governments, to continue its support to the strengthening of relevant public research institutions, academic
institutions, think tanks, knowledge networks and relevant regional or thematic centers of excellence, as institutional
spaces for knowledge development and sharing on South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives;

(¢) call upon the United Nations Development System to assist developing countries, upon request, in
building the human and institutional capacity needed to formulate and implement national development policies,
strategies and programmes for South-South and triangular cooperation, including the sharing of good practices and
experiences from the South, especially with the least developed countries, and in a manner consistent with their
mandates and strategic plans, and to encourage the transfer of technologies on mutually agreed terms for the benefit
of developing countries to address poverty eradication and sustainable development;

(d)  urgethe United Nations Development System to enhance its assistance to developing countries in seeking
for potential cooperation partners in strategic areas identified by developing countries, in line with their national
development policies and plans, and to act, upon request and in a manner consistent with the respective mandates of
United Nations Development System entities, as enablers of the building of these partnerships;

(e) request the United Nations Development System, within existing resources, to enhance, within existing
resources, its support to South-South and triangular cooperation inter alia in the areas of promoting capacity-building,
regional integration, interregional linkages, infrastructure interconnectivity and the development of national
productive capacities through policy coordination, exchanges of knowledge, technological innovations and
technology transfer on mutually agreed terms, and in several areas of sustainable development, such as poverty
eradication and gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls.

()  call upon all United Nations entities to improve the effectiveness, the coherence and coordination and
complementarity of their operational activities in support of South-South and triangular cooperation, in accordance
with national development plans, the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) and their
respective mandates. In this context we take note of the measures taken to develop the United Nations System-wide
Strategy on South-South Cooperation that is being led by the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation
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(UNOSSC) through the United Nations Inter-Agency Mechanism for South-South and Triangular Cooperation, while
taking into account the ongoing repositioning of the United Nations Development System and keeping Member States
fully informed;

(g) commend United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) for its many years of hosting the UNOSSC
and for its commitment in the promotion of South-South approaches to sustainable development; we call upon UNDP
to continue hosting UNOSSC under the oversight of the UNDP Executive Board and call upon the General Assembly
to continue providing guidance, and request the Secretary-General to remain engaged on this matter;

(h)  reaffirm the mandate and the central role of the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation as the
focal point for promoting and facilitating South-South and triangular cooperation for development on a global and
United Nations system-wide basis. In this regard, we call on the United Nations Office for South-South Cooperation
to continue supporting policy dialogues, programmes, and capacity-building, providing support for Member States to
build South-South and triangular cooperation partnerships, as well as enabling the sharing of good practices and
experiences;

(i)  recognize the role of the United Nations Regional Commissions in supporting South-South and triangular
cooperation initiatives, in accordance with their respective mandates, and bearing in mind the ongoing United Nations
Development System reform, by ongoing activities such as enhancing connectivity, harnessing the human and other
resources of relevant knowledge networks, partnerships, technical and research capacity to enhance sub-regional,
regional and interregional South-South and triangular cooperation and by continuing their technical, policy and
research support for countries of their regions and by cooperating, as appropriate, with United Nations country teams
to continue to support the capacity of Member States in areas in which South-South and triangular cooperation could
have the highest development impact; and

(j)  wrge the United Nations system to continue its support to regional and subregional organizations for the
continued promotion of transparent, sustainable and accountable development practices, and to enable more
partnerships, with a view to promoting and scaling up best practices to benefit developing countries.

28.  We recognize that triangular cooperation is a modality that builds partnerships and trust, between all partners,
and that combines diverse resources and capacities, under the ownership of the requesting developing country, to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals; and that it provides added value by leveraging and mobilizing additional
technical and financial resources, sharing a wider range of experiences, promoting new areas of cooperation, and
combining affordable and context-based development solutions under flexible arrangements and agreed shared
modalities, we:

(a) recognize the support provided by developed countries, international organizations, civil society and other
relevant stakeholders to developing countries, upon their request, in improving their expertise and national capacities
through triangular cooperation mechanisms, including direct support or cost-sharing arrangements, joint research and
development projects, personnel exchange, third-country training programs and support for relevant centers of
excellence, as well as by providing the necessary knowledge, experience and resources, so as to support developing
countries, in accordance with their national development priorities and strategies. In this context, we encourage these
partners to enhance their support to the activities;

(b) note the inclusive and diverse nature of triangular cooperation that supports partnerships where each
partner can contribute according to its own capacities and means, and call upon establishment and promotion of
innovative development solutions and partnerships, involving various stakeholders at different levels, including local
and regional authorities, civil society, the private sector, academia, research centers and non-governmental
organizations;

(¢) calls upon Member States for increased use of triangular cooperation, which allows the mobilization of
additional resources, knowledge and expertise under the leadership of beneficiary country necessary to deliver on the
Sustainable Development Goals and to increase cooperation capacities and to foster strong partnerships to implement
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

(d) recognize the need to better understand triangular cooperation and to provide more evidence and rigorous
information on its scale, scope and impact. We encourage the continuation of information and knowledge sharing and
mutual learning from various experiences of triangular cooperation and to make best use of its comparative
advantages, sharing knowledge, learning jointly, and co-creating development solutions;
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(e) note that triangular cooperation offers an adaptable and flexible approach to evolving development
challenges, builds on the complementary strengths of different actors to find innovative and cost-effective, flexible
context-specific solutions to development challenges, and can arise from a combination of South-South and North-
South cooperation, creating partnerships around the pursuit of shared development goals. In this regard, we welcome
ongoing efforts to enhance the development effectiveness of triangular cooperation, in order to reduce transaction
costs and maximize the impact of triangular cooperation projects, and invite interested developed and developing
countries and organizations to further engage in these efforts;

()  welcome the ongoing voluntary efforts to map and document good practices in triangular cooperation, and
note that scaling up effective private sector involvement, where appropriate, can multiply the potential of development
cooperation and mitigate risks when resources are limited; and in this context, we note voluntary initiatives such as
Global Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, including the Global Partnership Initiative on Effective
Triangular Cooperation.

(g) callupon all partners to further increase their support to South-South and triangular cooperation initiatives
for achieving sustainable development.

29.  We acknowledge the need to enhance the effectiveness of South-South and triangular cooperation by continuing
to increase their respective mutual accountability and transparency, in accordance with national development plans
and priorities. We also recognize that the impact of South-South cooperation should be assessed with a view to
improving, as appropriate, its quality in a results-oriented manner. In this regard, we encourage relevant partners to
further enhance development effectiveness of both modalities, and to assess their impact, taking into account, as
applicable, the provisions of the Nairobi outcome document of the High-level United Nations Conference on South-
South Cooperation and the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for
Development.

30. Recognizing that South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation are important complementary modalities
for scientific cooperation, innovation, the application of information and communication technology to development
and for making the transfer of technologies on mutually agreed terms, more accessible, adaptable and affordable to
developing countries, we:

(@) note with appreciation the initiatives supported by the Technology Facilitation Mechanism and the
Technology Bank for the Least Developed Countries;

(b)  callupon countries that have established institutions with world-class expertise in science, technology and
innovation to consider providing more scholarships and other relevant arrangements that would enable students and
young scientists, including women and girls, from countries of the South to gain greater access to such institutions for
higher studies and research; we also welcome the measures taken by some regions to grant visa-free entry to the
citizens of their respective member states;

(¢)  call for more regional mechanisms to share and strengthen successful science, technology and innovation
policies and strategies, to explore new opportunities and to promote cross-border and interregional coordination and
collaboration between various science, technology and innovation initiatives, as well as research in scientific areas.
More support for the Commission on Science and Technology for Development, the Technology Facilitation
Mechanism and for the Technology Bank for Least Developed Countries, especially financial contributions to its
operations, and related initiatives can assist developing countries in building human and institutional capacity in
science, technology and innovation, including for the better representation of women and girls;

(d)  callupon Member States and the United Nations Development System to further incorporate South-South
cooperation and triangular cooperation in technology facilitation mechanisms at a global and regional level, where
appropriate, in order to increase matchmaking between technology needs and solutions, support project
implementation, and to assess opportunities for triangular partnership-building; and

(e) recognize emerging technological advances that pose new opportunities and challenges, and we encourage
Member States, with the support of United Nations entities, to conduct relevant studies and convene dialogues to
explore policy options for developing countries to individually and collectively manage challenges and enhance the
benefits from the evolution of technologies such as artificial intelligence, big data, robotics and other technological
innovations, according to national plans and policies.
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31. Recognizing the value of inclusive multi-stakeholder approaches to South-South and triangular cooperation led
by Member States whereby governments create enabling environments that mobilize collective action by a growing
number of diverse actors in South-South and triangular cooperation, we:

(@) encourage Member States and all relevant stakeholders, as appropriate, to establish or strengthen,
coordinated mechanisms at sub-national, national, regional and global levels to leverage the expertise and other
resources of multi-stakeholder partnerships to support South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation initiatives
towards the attainment of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;

(b) encourage Member States to share relevant knowledge, experience and best practices on public-private
partnerships, including risk assessment, and regulatory frameworks, to further contribute to sustainable development,
and in this regard, we welcome the ongoing work of the United Nations Development System, including the United
Nations Regional Commissions, within existing resources, including studies on possible models of international
public-private partnership in support of South-South and triangular cooperation;

(c) recognize that the shortage of resources continues to hinder the expansion of South-South and triangular
cooperation. We thus underscore the need for further mobilization of resources and to engage, inter-alia, the private
sector in South-South and triangular initiatives for sustainable development. We also encourage business practices to
be aligned with the sustainable development goals and their targets, in line with national plans and priorities, to
contribute to the development and transfer of science, technology and innovation-based solutions on mutually agreed
terms, across the South; and

(d) recognize that South-South and triangular cooperation has the potential to enhance capacity-building,
strengthen human resources and leverage the catalytic role of education and human development in the creation of
employment opportunities and encourage developed and developing countries to strengthen South-South and
triangular cooperation in the field of education, particularly in the area of science technology, innovation and technical
and vocational education to enhance developing countries’ capacities to eradicate poverty, reduce inequality and
produce more high-value goods and services.

32.  We recognize trends towards rapid urbanization in developing countries and call for greater South-South and
triangular cooperation initiatives aimed at eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions in urban and rural
areas through more coordinated policies and sharing of knowledge, solutions and experience, by raising the
productivity, resilience and sustainability at the local level, including of urban centers where 68 per cent of the world’s
population is projected to live by 2050. An important means to this end is sharing of good practices in participatory
urban planning and management. We stress the importance of scaling up South-South and triangular cooperation
towards decent work for all, local community development and service delivery in rural areas to address the drivers
of rural-to-urban migration and related challenges.

33.  Werecognize the need to mobilize adequate resources from all sources, including public, private, domestic and
international, for enhancing South-South and triangular cooperation and, in this context, we commend developing
countries that have partnered with United Nations entities and established financing facilities and trust funds to
advance South-South cooperation for addressing development challenges. We commend developed countries for their
support, to South-South cooperation and engagement in triangular cooperation and encourage them to further scale
1t up.

34.  We welcome contributions to the Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund for South-South Cooperation and the United
Nations Fund for South-South Cooperation and invite all developed and developing countries to keep up and scale up
their efforts in this regard. In this context, we encourage UNOSSC to support these efforts by undertaking resource
mobilization initiatives to facilitate the effective and efficient use of financial and in-kind resources for the United
Nations Fund for South-South Cooperation, in line with the overall UNDP resource mobilization strategy and strategic
plans while avoiding fragmentation of financing arrangements. We also encourage UNOSSC and relevant United
Nations entities, upon request, to facilitate developing countries to access South-South cooperation funds.

35.  We welcome the progress made since Monterrey Consensus on Financing for Development to develop and
mobilize support for innovative sources and mechanisms of additional financing, and we encourage countries to
further explore new sources and instruments of innovative financing for funding the Sustainable Development Goals
at the global, regional, national and subnational levels, as appropriate.

36.  We call upon the Secretary General to report, on the implementation of this outcome document, in his existing
reports to the General Assembly and the High-Level Committee on South-South Cooperation, as appropriate.
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37. We convey our appreciation and gratitude to the Republic of Argentina and its people for the excellent
organization and hosting of the Second United Nations High-level Conference on South-South Cooperation and the
warm hospitality extended to us in the city of Buenos Aires.

RESOLUTION 73/292

Adopted at the 80th plenary meeting, on 9 May 2019, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution A/73/L.82 and
A/73/L.82/Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Angola, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Brazil,
Bulgaria, Cabo Verde, Canada, Central African Republic, Chile, Comoros, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czechia, Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Fiji, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece,
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Jamaica, Kenya, Kiribati, Latvia, Lebanon,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritius, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco,
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nauru, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Palau,
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Samoa, Sao Tome
and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Switzerland, Tajikistan, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Tunisia, Tuvalu, Uganda, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, Vanuatu, Viet Nam

73/292. 2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14:
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development

The General Assembly,

Recalling the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development, held in Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we want” *

Reaffirming its resolution 70/1 of 25 September 2015, entitled “Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development”, in which it adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred set of universal and
transformative Sustainable Development Goals and targets, its commitment to working tirelessly for the full
implementation of the Agenda by 2030, its recognition that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions,
including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development, its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three dimensions — economic, social and
environmental — in a balanced and integrated manner, and to building upon the achievements of the Millennium
Development Goals and seeking to address their unfinished business,

Reaffirming also its resolution 69/313 of 27 July 2015 on the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the Third
International Conference on Financing for Development, which is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, supports and complements it, helps to contextualize its means of implementation targets with concrete
policies and actions, and reaffirms the strong political commitment to address the challenge of financing and creating
an enabling environment at all levels for sustainable development in the spirit of global partnership and solidarity,

Reaffirming further that the implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals will depend upon a
revitalized and enhanced Global Partnership for Sustainable Development, bringing together Governments, civil
society, the private sector, the United Nations system and other actors, and noting in this regard the interest expressed
in holding future conferences or events at a high level that would complement but not duplicate existing efforts and
activities to support the implementation of and to maintain political momentum to achieve Sustainable Development
Goal 14,

Recognizing the central role of the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council, and the high-level
political forum on sustainable development held under their auspices, as well as the significant role of the United
Nations Open-ended Informal Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea and the important contribution
of all relevant specialized agencies, funds and programmes of the United Nations in the implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14,

43 Resolution 66/288, annex.
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Recalling that, pursuant to its resolutions 70/226 of 22 December 2015 and 70/303 of 9 September 2016, the
United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development was convened at United Nations
Headquarters from 5 to 9 June 2017, coinciding with World Oceans Day, to support the implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14,

Recalling also its resolution 71/312 of 6 July 2017, in which it endorsed the declaration entitled “‘Our ocean, our
future: call for action” adopted by the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development, and in this regard affirming the important role of the declaration in demonstrating the collective will to
take action to conserve and sustainably use our oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development,

Recalling further that the Sustainable Development Goals and targets are integrated and indivisible and balance
the three dimensions of sustainable development: the economic, social and environmental,

Recognizing the important contributions of the partnership dialogues and voluntary commitments made in the
context of the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14:
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development to the effective and
timely implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14,

Recalling its call upon all stakeholders to urgently undertake, inter alia, the actions highlighted in the declaration
entitled “Our ocean, our future: call for action” and implement the respective voluntary commitments pledged by
individual Member States and other stakeholders during the United Nations Conference to Support the
Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development,

Recalling also that the high-level political forum on sustainable development convened under the auspices of
the Economic and Social Council, held from 10 to 19 July 2017, reviewed in depth Sustainable Development Goals 1,
2,3,5,9 and 14, as well as Goal 17, which is reviewed annually, and that the outcome of the United Nations
Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development was welcomed in the ministerial declaration of the
2017 high-level political forum convened under the auspices of the Council on the theme “Eradicating poverty and
promoting prosperity in a changing world”,**

Recognizing synergies between the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the Addis Ababa Action
Agenda of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development, the Paris Agreement adopted under
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change*® and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030,*

Acknowledging the importance of the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources
for delivering on the Sustainable Development Goals and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development as a whole,

1. Decides to convene the high-level 2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development in Lisbon, from 2 to 6 June 2020, to support the implementation of Sustainable Development
Goal 14;

2. Also decides that all costs relating to the Conference and its preparation shall be financed through
extrabudgetary resources;

3. Welcomes the generous offer by the Governments of Kenya and Portugal to co-host and assume the costs
of the Conference;

4 Official Records of the General Assembly, Seventy-second Session, Supplement No. 3 (A/72/3), chap. V1, sect. E.
45 See FCCC/CP/2015/10/Add.1, decision 1/CP.21, annex.
46 Resolution 69/283, annex II.
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4.  Reiterates the call made in the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future: call for action™’ for action to
be taken on an urgent basis to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development;

5. Decides that the Conference shall:

(a) Build on existing successful partnerships and stimulate innovative and concrete new partnerships to
advance the implementation of Goal 14;

(b) Support further action to conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development, giving due consideration to the call made in the declaration entitled “Our ocean, our future:
call for action”;

(c) Identify further ways and means to support the implementation of Goal 14;

(d) Involve all relevant stakeholders, bringing together Governments, the United Nations system,
intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions, other interested international bodies,
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, the scientific community, the
private sector, philanthropic organizations and other actors to assess challenges and opportunities relating to, as well
as actions taken towards, the implementation of Goal 14;

(e) Share the experiences gained at the national, regional and international levels in the implementation
of Goal 14;

(f) Identify possible challenges and obstacles relating to the achievement of all the targets under Goal 14, as
well as opportunities and innovative ways and means to support their implementation;

(g) Invite Member States and other relevant stakeholders to provide an update on the implementation of the
voluntary commitments made in the context of the United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development, and invite new voluntary commitments in support of Goal 14, as well as support the sharing
of experiences and lessons learned on their implementation;

(h)  Share ongoing efforts, successes and challenges between relevant ocean-related initiatives and processes
with a view to promoting collaboration, cooperation and coordination, as well as preventing the unnecessary
duplication of efforts, to ensure further efficiency and effectiveness in support of Goal 14;

(i)  Contribute to the follow-up and review process of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development*® by
providing an input to the high-level political forum on sustainable development, in accordance with resolutions 67/290
of 9 July 2013, 70/1, and 70/299 of 29 July 2016, unless otherwise agreed in line with the aforementioned resolutions,
on the implementation of Goal 14, including on opportunities to strengthen progress in the future;

6.  Also decides that the overarching theme of the Conference shall be “Scaling up ocean action based on
science and innovation for the implementation of Goal 14: stocktaking, partnerships and solutions”;

7. Encourages participation in the Conference at the highest possible level;

8. Decides that the Conference shall elect from among the representatives of participating States the
following officers: two Presidents, one from Kenya and one from Portugal, and 13 Vice-Presidents,** one of whom
shall be designated as Rapporteur-General;

9. Also decides that the Conference shall comprise eight plenary meetings and eight interactive dialogues, to
be held from 2 to 6 June 2020;

47 Resolution 71/312, annex.
48 Resolution 70/1.

49 Three from each of the following groups: African States; Asia-Pacific States; Eastern European States; Latin American and Caribbean
States; and Western European and other States. The election of the Presidents will, however, have the effect of reducing by one the number
of Vice-Presidents allocated to the regions from which each of the Presidents is elected.
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10.  Further decides that the first plenary meeting of the Conference will commence at 9 a.m. on 2 June and
will resume at 10 a.m. on 3 June to continue with the opening of the Conference and that the plenary meetings will
be held as follows:

Tuesday, 2 June: from 9 to 10 a.m.

Wednesday, 3 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Thursday, 4 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Friday, 5 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, 6 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.;
11.  Decides that the interactive dialogues will be held in parallel with the plenary meetings, as follows:
Tuesday, 2 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, 3 June: from 3 to 6 p.m.

Thursday, 4 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Friday, 5 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Saturday 6 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m,;

12.  Also decides that the interactive dialogues shall be collaborative and multi-stakeholder in nature and will
focus on recommendations to support the implementation of Goal 14, including through strengthened cooperation,
building on existing successful partnerships and stimulating innovative and concrete new ones, taking into account
the theme of the Conference;

13.  Further decides that the organizational arrangements for the interactive dialogues will be as follows:

(a) Each interactive dialogue will be presided over by two co-chairs, one from a developing country and one
from a developed country, to be appointed by the Presidents of the Conference;

(b) The Secretary-General of the Conference will select a moderator and up to four panellists for each of the
interactive dialogues. The panel discussions, facilitated by the moderator, will be followed by an interactive debate
among States and other relevant stakeholders;

14.  Recommends the provisional agenda set forth in annex I to the present resolution for adoption by the
Conference;

15.  Decides that the Conference shall be organized in accordance with the organization of work set forth in
annex II to the present resolution;

16.  Recommends the provisional rules of procedure set forth in annex I1I to the present resolution for adoption
by the Conference;

17.  Requests the Secretary-General to appoint a Secretary-General of the Conference to serve as focal point
within the Secretariat for providing support to the organization of the Conference;

18.  Also requests the Secretary-General to appoint a Special Adviser to the Presidents of the Conference on
oceans and legal matters;

19. Decides that the Conference shall adopt, by consensus, a brief, concise, action-oriented and
intergovernmentally agreed declaration focusing on, and highlighting, the science-based and innovative areas of
action to support the implementation of Goal 14 and a report containing the co-chairs’ summaries of the interactive
dialogues, as well as a list of voluntary commitments for the implementation of Goal 14 registered after 9 June 2017
and announced at the Conference;

20. Requests the President of the General Assembly to appoint two co-facilitators, one from a developing
country and one from a developed country, to oversee the preparatory process and to conclude the intergovernmental
consultations on the declaration by May 2020;

21.  Also requests the President of the General Assembly to convene a two-day preparatory meeting, in
February 2020, at United Nations Headquarters in New York, to be chaired by the two co-facilitators, with
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interpretation services on an as-available basis, with a view to considering the themes for the interactive dialogues and
elements for the declaration, taking into consideration paragraph 19 above, in particular the call for a brief, concise,
action-oriented and intergovernmentally agreed declaration;

22.  Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a background note by the end of January 2020, including a
proposal for themes of the interactive dialogues, for the preparatory meeting;

23.  Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to prepare concept papers on each of the themes of the
interactive dialogues, taking into account the relevant ocean-related processes of the General Assembly and other
possible contributions, and in that regard invites the stakeholders referred to in paragraph 5 (d) above to submit inputs;

24.  Requests the co-facilitators to present a brief, concise and action-oriented draft declaration no later than
March 2020, taking into account the deliberations of the preparatory meeting and other inputs, without prejudice to
the intergovernmental conference, under the auspices of the United Nations, to consider the recommendations of the
Preparatory Committee established by General Assembly resolution 69/292 of 19 June 2015 on the elements and to
elaborate the text of an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on the Law of
Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction, with
aview to developing the instrument as soon as possible, which was convened by the Assembly in its resolution 72/249
of 24 December 2017,

25.  Requests the President of the General Assembly to finalize the organizational arrangements for the
Conference no later than April 2020;

26. Decides that the Conference and its preparatory process shall be open to all States Members of the United
Nations, members of the specialized agencies and parties to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,>
recognizing that neither participation in the preparatory process and the Conference nor its outcome may affect the
legal status of non-parties to the Convention or any other related agreements with regard to those instruments, or the
legal status of parties to the Convention or any other related agreements with regard to those instruments;

27. Invites other relevant stakeholders, including organizations and bodies of the United Nations,
intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions, other interested international bodies and
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, the scientific community, the
private sector and philanthropic organizations, whose work is relevant to the Conference, accredited in accordance
with the provisions set forth in annex II to the present resolution, to participate as observers in the Conference and its
preparatory meeting;

28. Invites associate members of the regional commissions®! to participate in the Conference and the
preparatory meeting, in the same capacity specified for their participation in the global conferences on the sustainable
development of small island developing States held in 1994, 2005 and 2014;

29.  Decides that accreditation to the Conference and the preparatory meeting shall be in accordance with the
provisions set forth in annex II to the present resolution;

30. Requests the Secretary-General to provide appropriate support from all relevant parts of the Secretariat,
and in cooperation with other relevant parts of the United Nations system, to the work of the Conference and to
facilitate inter-agency cooperation to that end, as well as to ensure the efficient use of resources, so that the objectives
of the Conference can be achieved,

31. Encourages States and international donors, as well as the private sector, financial institutions, foundations
and other donors in a position to do so, to support the preparations for the Conference through voluntary contributions
to a trust fund in support of preparations for the Conference and to support the participation of representatives of
developing countries, priority being given to representatives of the least developed countries and small island
developing States, including coverage of economy-class air tickets, daily subsistence allowances and terminal
expenses, in the meetings of the Conference and its preparatory meeting.

50 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1833, No. 31363.

31 American Samoa, Anguilla, Aruba, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Curagao, French Polynesia, Guam, Montserrat, New Caledonia, Puerto Rico, Sint Maarten, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the
United States Virgin Islands.
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Annex 1

Provisional agenda of the 2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable
Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable
development

Lisbon, 2 to 6 June 2020
1. Opening of the Conference.
Election of the two Presidents.

Adoption of the rules of procedure.

2

3

4. Adoption of the agenda of the Conference.

5. Election of officers other than the Presidents.

6.  Organization of work, including the establishment of subsidiary organs, and other organizational matters.

7. Credentials of representatives to the Conference:
(a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee;
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee.

8. General debate.

9.  Interactive dialogues.

10.  Outcome of the Conference.

11.  Adoption of the report of the Conference.

12.  Closure of the Conference.

Annex 11

Proposed organization of work of the 2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources
for sustainable development

Lisbon, 2 to 6 June 2020

1. The 2020 United Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development will be held in Lisbon,
from 2 to 6 June 2020.

I.  Organization of work
A. Plenary meetings
2. The Conference will consist of a total of eight plenary meetings, to be held as follows:
Tuesday, 2 June: from 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday, 3 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Thursday, 4 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Friday, 5 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.
Saturday, 6 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.

3. The plenary meetings will be devoted to statements.
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4.  The list of speakers for the plenary meetings will be established on a first-come first-served basis, with the
customary protocol that ensures that Heads of State or Government speak first, followed by other heads of delegation.
The European Union will be included in the list of speakers. Detailed arrangements will be communicated in a timely
manner through a note by the Secretariat.

5. At the opening of the Conference, to take place during the first plenary meeting, to be held on the morming of
Tuesday, 2 June, consideration will be given to all procedural and organizational matters, including the adoption of
the rules of procedure and the agenda, the election of the two Presidents of the Conference, the election of officers,
the establishment of subsidiary organs, as appropriate, the appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee,
arrangements for the preparation of the report of the Conference and other matters. At the resumed first plenary
meeting, to be held on the morning of Wednesday, 3 June, statements will be made by the Presidents of the
Conference, the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the President of the General Assembly, the President of the
Economic and Social Council and the Secretary-General of the Conference.

6.  The plenary meetings will also hear statements from representatives of other intergovernmental organizations,
international financial institutions, international bodies, the United Nations specialized agencies, funds and
programmes, as well as major groups and other stakeholders listed in paragraph 27 in accordance with the practices
of the General Assembly.

7. The final plenary meeting, to be held on the afternoon of Saturday, 6 June, is expected to conclude with, inter
alia, reporting on the interactive dialogues, to be followed by the adoption of the brief, concise, action-oriented and
intergovernmentally agreed declaration and of the report of the Conference.

8. The plenary meetings will run in parallel with the interactive dialogues, unless otherwise specified in the present
resolution.
B. Interactive dialogues

9.  The Conference will include eight interactive dialogues, to be held in parallel with the plenary meetings, as
follows:

Tuesday, 2 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, 3 June: from 3 to 6 p.m.

Thursday, 4 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.

Friday, 5 June: from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 3 to 6 p.m.

Saturday, 6 June: from 10 am. to 1 p.m.
10. Summaries of the interactive dialogues should be submitted to the Conference at its closing plenary meeting
and included in the final report of the Conference.
C. Main Committee

11. The Main Committee, established in accordance with the rules of procedure of the Conference, will meet, if
necessary, in parallel with plenary meetings, except during the opening and closing of the Conference, and will be
responsible for finalizing any outstanding matters.

II.  Credentials of representatives to the Conference: appointment of the members
of the Credentials Committee

12.  The Credentials Committee will be appointed according to the rules of procedure of the Conference.

III. Accreditation: institutional stakeholders

13.  Relevant intergovernmental organizations, international financial institutions and international bodies that were
accredited to the World Summit on Sustainable Development, the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, the high-level United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of Sustainable Development
Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development, the
intergovernmental conference on an international legally binding instrument under the United Nations Convention on
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the Law of the Sea on the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity of areas beyond national
jurisdiction and to previous United Nations conferences on the sustainable development of small island developing
States, held in Barbados, Mauritius and Samoa, including associate members of the regional commissions,>? may
participate in the deliberations of the Conference and its preparatory meeting, as appropriate, in accordance with the
rules of procedure of the Conference.

14. Interested intergovernmental organizations that were not accredited to the conferences and summits listed in
paragraph 13 above may apply to the General Assembly for accreditation following the established accreditation
procedure.

IV. Accreditation: non-governmental organizations and other stakeholders

15. The non-governmental organizations and major groups as identified in Agenda 21,%* in consultative status with
the Economic and Social Council, as well as those that were accredited to the conferences and summits listed in
paragraph 13 above, shall register in order to participate.

16. The President of the General Assembly shall also draw up lists of representatives of other relevant
non-governmental organizations, civil society organizations, academic institutions, the scientific community, the
private sector and philanthropic organizations whose work is relevant to the Conference, who may participate in the
Conference and the preparatory meeting as observers, taking into account the principles of transparency and of
equitable geographical representation, and shall submit the proposed lists to Member States for their consideration on
anon-objection basis. The President of the General Assembly shall bring a list to the attention of the General Assembly
before the preparatory meeting and, in any case, no later than December 2019, and, where applicable, shall bring
another list to the attention of the Assembly before the Conference and, in any case, no later than April 2020.3

17. The provisions of paragraph 15 of General Assembly resolution 67/290 of 9 July 2013 shall apply mutatis
mutandis to the Conference and its preparatory process.
V. Secretariat

18.  The Secretary-General of the Conference will serve as focal point within the Secretariat for providing support
to the organization of the Conference, in cooperation with the representatives of the two Presidents.

19. The Special Adviser to the Presidents of the Conference on oceans and legal matters will support the
achievement of the goals of the Conference by providing both substantive and procedural advice.

V1. Documentation

20. Inaccordance with the practice followed at previous United Nations conferences, the official documentation of
the Conference will include documents issued before, during and after the Conference.

21. In accordance with the practice followed at previous United Nations conferences, it is recommended that the
Conference adopt a report consisting of the decisions of the Conference, including the intergovernmentally agreed
declaration, a brief account of the proceedings and a reportorial account of the work of the Conference and the action
taken at the plenary meetings.

22.  Summaries of the plenary meetings and interactive dialogues and a list of voluntary commitments registered
after 9 June 2017 and those announced at the Conference should also be included in the report of the Conference.

52 American Samoa, Anguilla, Aruba, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman Islands, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Curagao, French Polynesia, Guam, Montserrat, New Caledonia, Puerto Rico, Sint Maarten, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the
United States Virgin Islands.

33 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June 1992, vol. 1, Resolutions Adopted
by the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigendum), resolution 1, annex II.

34 The lists will include proposed as well as final names. The general basis of any objections, if requested by one or more States Members
of the United Nations or States members of the specialized agencies, will be made known to the Office of the President of the General
Assembly and the requester.
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VII. Organization of parallel meetings and other events of the Conference

23. Parallel meetings and other events, including those of major groups and other stakeholders, will be held during
the same hours as the plenary meetings and interactive dialogues, space permitting. Interpretation services will be
provided for such meetings, as available.

VIII. Side events

24. Side events, including briefings, seminars, workshops and panel discussions on issues related to the
implementation of Goal 14, will be organized by participants in the Conference. Guidelines for organizing such events
and the calendar of those events will be made available on the Conference website.

IX. Media coverage

25.  Press materials will be prepared by the Department of Global Communications of the Secretariat for journalists
covering the Conference. In addition, regular press releases will be issued on the results of plenary meetings,
interactive dialogues and other events. All relevant documentation will be made available on the Conference website.

26. The plenary meetings, the interactive dialogues and the press conferences will be broadcast live to the media
area. A programme of special media briefings and press conferences will be announced.

Annex 11T

Provisional rules of procedure of the 2020 United Nations Conference to Support the Implementation of
Sustainable Development Goal 14: Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources
for sustainable development

I.  Representation and credentials

Rule 1
Composition of delegations

The delegation of each State participating in the Conference and that of the European Union shall consist of a
head of delegation and such other representatives, alternate representatives and advisers as may be required.

Rule 2
Alternates and advisers

The head of delegation may designate an alternate representative or an adviser to act as a representative.

Rule 3
Submission of credentials

The credentials of representatives and the names of alternate representatives and advisers shall be submitted to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, if possible, not less than one week before the date fixed for the opening
of the Conference. The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of the State or Government or by the Minister
for Foreign Affairs or, in the case of the European Union, by the President of the European Commission.

Rule 4
Credentials Committee

A Credentials Committee of nine members shall be appointed at the beginning of the Conference. Its
composition shall be based on that of the Credentials Committee of the General Assembly at its seventy-fourth session.
It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report to the Conference without delay.

Rule 5
Provisional participation in the Conference

Pending a decision of the Conference on their credentials, representatives shall be entitled to participate
provisionally in the Conference.
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II. Officers

Rule 6
Elections

The Conference shall elect from among the representatives of participating States the following officers: two
Presidents, one from Kenya and one from Portugal, each of whom shall preside separately. The Conference shall also
elect 13 Vice-Presidents,> one of whom shall be designated as Rapporteur-General, as well as a chair for the Main
Committee established in accordance with rule 46. The officers shall be elected with a view to ensuring the
representative character of the General Committee. The Conference may also elect such other officers as it deems
necessary for the performance of its functions.

Rule 7
General powers of the presiding President

1. The Presidents shall take turns in presiding at the plenary meetings of the Conference. In addition to exercising
the powers conferred upon her or him elsewhere by these rules, the presiding President shall declare the opening and
closing of each meeting, put questions to the vote and announce decisions. The presiding President shall rule on points
of order and, subject to those rules, shall have complete control over the proceedings and the maintenance of order
thereat. The presiding President may propose to the Conference the closure of the list of speakers, a limitation on the
time to be allowed to speakers and on the number of times each representative may speak on a question, the
adjournment or closure of the debate and the suspension or adjournment of a meeting.

2. The presiding President remains, in the exercise of her or his functions, under the authority of the Conference.

Rule 8
Acting President

1. If both Presidents are to be absent from a meeting or any part thereof, they may designate one of the Vice-
Presidents to preside.

2. AVice-President acting as President shall have the same powers and duties as the President.

Rule 9
Replacement of a President or the Presidents

If either of the Presidents is unable to perform her or his functions, a new President shall be elected. If both
Presidents are unable to perform their functions, new Presidents shall be elected.

Rule 10
Voting rights of the presiding President

The presiding President, or a Vice-President acting as the presiding President, shall not vote in the Conference,
but may appoint another member of her or his delegation to vote in her or his place.

III. General Committee
Rule 11
Composition

The two Presidents, the Vice-Presidents, the Rapporteur-General and the Chair of the Main Committee shall
constitute the General Committee. One of the two Presidents, as agreed between them, or, in their absence, one of the
Vice-Presidents designated by them, shall serve as Chair of the General Committee. The Chair of the Credentials

35 Three from each of the following groups: African States; Asia-Pacific States; Eastern European States; Latin American and Caribbean
States; and Western European and other States. The election of the two Presidents will, however, have the effect of reducing by one the
number of Vice-Presidents allocated to the regions from which each of the Presidents is elected.
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Committee and other committees established by the Conference in accordance with rule 48 may participate, without
the right to vote, in the General Committee.

Rule 12
Substitute members

If a President or a Vice-President of the Conference is to be absent during a meeting of the General Commiittee,
she or he may designate a member of her or his delegation to sit and vote in the Committee. In case of absence, the
Chair of the Main Committee shall designate the Vice-Chair of that Committee as her or his substitute. When serving
on the General Committee, a Vice-Chair of the Main Committee shall not have the right to vote if she or he is a
member of the same delegation as another member of the General Committee.

Rule 13
Functions
The General Committee shall assist both Presidents in the general conduct of the business of the Conference
and, subject to the decisions of the Conference, shall ensure the coordination of the work of the Conference.
IV. Secretariat of the Conference

Rule 14
Duties of the Secretary-General of the United Nations

1. The Secretary-General of the United Nations or a designated representative shall act in that capacity in all
meetings of the Conference and its subsidiary organs.

2. The Secretary-General of the United Nations or a designated representative shall direct the staff required by the
Conference.
Rule 15
Duties of the secretariat of the Conference
The secretariat of the Conference shall, in accordance with the present rules:
(a) Provide simultaneous interpretation of speeches made at meetings;
(b) Receive, translate, reproduce and circulate the documents of the Conference;
(c) Publish and circulate the official documents of the Conference;
(d) Prepare and circulate records of public meetings;
(e) Make and arrange for the keeping of sound recordings of meetings;

(f)  Arrange for the custody and preservation of the documents of the Conference in the archives of the United
Nations;

(g) Generally perform all other work that the Conference may require.
Rule 16
Statements by the Secretariat
The Secretary-General of the United Nations, or any member of the Secretariat designated for that purpose,
may, at any time, make either oral or written statements concerning any question under consideration.
V. Opening of the Conference

Rule 17
Temporary President

The Secretary-General of the United Nations or, in his absence, any member of the Secretariat designated by
him for that purpose, shall open the first meeting of the Conference and preside until the Conference has elected its
Presidents.

39



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

40

Rule 18
Decisions concerning organization

The Conference shall, at its first meeting:
(@) Adoptits rules of procedure;
(b) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary organs;

(¢) Adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until such adoption, be the provisional agenda of the
Conference;

(d) Decide on the organization of its work.

VI. Conduct of business

Rule 19
Quorum

The presiding President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at least one third of
the States participating in the Conference are present. The presence of a majority of the States so participating shall
be required for any decision to be taken.

Rule 20
Speeches

1. No representative may address the Conference without having previously obtained the permission of the
presiding President. Subject to rules 21, 22 and 25 to 27, the presiding President shall call upon speakers in the order
in which they indicate their desire to speak. The secretariat shall be in charge of drawing up a list of speakers.

2. Debate shall be confined to the question before the Conference and the presiding President may call a speaker
to order if her or his remarks are not relevant to the subject under discussion.

3. The Conference may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the number of times each participant may speak
on any question. Permission to speak on a motion to set such limits shall be accorded to only two representatives in
favour of and to two opposing such limits, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote. In any event,
with the consent of the Conference, the presiding President shall limit each intervention on procedural matters to five
minutes. When the debate is limited and a speaker exceeds the allotted time, the presiding President shall call her or
him to order without delay.

Rule 21
Points of order

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may at any time raise a point of order, which shall be
immediately decided by the presiding President in accordance with the present rules. A representative may appeal
against the ruling of the presiding President. The appeal shall be immediately put to the vote, and the presiding
President’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the States present and voting. A representative may
not, in raising a point of order, speak on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Rule 22
Precedence

The Chair or the Rapporteur of the Main Committee, or of other subsidiary organs, may be accorded precedence
for the purpose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by the body concerned.

Rule 23
Closing of the list of speakers

During the course of a debate, the presiding President may announce the list of speakers and, with the consent
of the Conference, declare the list closed.

\
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Rule 24
Right of reply

1. Notwithstanding rule 23, the presiding President shall accord the right of reply to a representative of any State
participating in the Conference or of the European Union who requests it. Any other representative of a State may be
granted the opportunity to make a reply.

2. The statements made under the present rule shall normally be made at the end of the last meeting of the day, or
at the conclusion of the consideration of the relevant item if that is sooner.

3. Representatives of a State or of the European Union may make no more than two statements under the present
rule at a given meeting on any item. The first shall be limited to five minutes and the second to three minutes.
Representatives shall, in any event, attempt to be as brief as possible.

Rule 25
Adjournment of debate

A representative of any State participating in the Conference may at any time move the adjournment of the
debate on the question under discussion. In addition to the proposer of the motion, permission to speak on the motion
shall be accorded to only two representatives in favour and to two opposing the adjournment, after which the motion
shall, subject to rule 28, be immediately put to the vote.

Rule 26
Closure of debate

A representative of any State participating in the Conference may at any time move the closure of the debate on
the question under discussion, whether or not any other representative has signified her or his wish to speak.
Permission to speak on the motion shall be accorded to only two representatives opposing the closure, after which the
motion shall, subject to rule 28, be immediately put to the vote.

Rule 27
Suspension or adjournment of the meeting

Subject to rule 38, a representative of any State participating in the Conference may at any time move the
suspension or the adjournment of the meeting. No discussion on such motions shall be permitted and they shall,
subject to rule 28, be immediately put to the vote.

Rule 28
Order of motions

The motions indicated below shall have precedence in the following order over all proposals or other motions
before the meeting:

(a) To suspend the meeting;
(b) To adjourn the meeting;
(c) To adjourn the debate on the question under discussion;
(d) To close the debate on the question under discussion.
Rule 29
Submission of proposals and substantive amendments

Proposals and substantive amendments shall normally be submitted in writing to the Secretary-General or her
or his designated representative, who shall circulate copies to all delegations in the languages of the Conference.
Unless the Conference decides otherwise, substantive proposals shall not be discussed or put to a decision unless
copies have been circulated to all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The presiding President
may, however, permit the discussion and consideration of amendments, even though those amendments have not been
circulated or have been circulated only the same day.
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Rule 30
Withdrawal of proposals and motions

A proposal or a motion may be withdrawn by its sponsor at any time before a decision on it has been taken,
provided that it has not been amended. A proposal or a motion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any
representative.

Rule 31
Decisions on competence

Subject to rule 28, any motion calling for a decision on the competence of the Conference to adopt a proposal
submitted to it shall be put to the vote before a decision is taken on the proposal in question.

Rule 32
Reconsideration of proposals

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered unless the Conference, by a two-
thirds majority of the States present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak on a motion to reconsider shall be
accorded to only two speakers opposing reconsideration, after which the motion shall be immediately put to the vote.

VIL Decision-making

Rule 33
General agreement

The Conference shall adopt, by consensus, a brief, concise, action-oriented and intergovernmentally agreed
declaration focusing on, and highlighting, the science-based and innovative areas of action to support the
implementation of Goal 14 and make its best endeavour to ensure that all the other work of the Conference is
accomplished by consensus.

Rule 34
Voting rights
Each State participating in the Conference shall have one vote.
Rule 35
Majority required

1. Subjectto rule 33, decisions of the Conference on all matters of substance shall be taken by a two-thirds majority
of the States present and voting.

2. Except as otherwise provided in the present rules, decisions of the Conference on all matters of procedure shall
be taken by a majority of the States present and voting.

3. If the question arises whether a matter is one of procedure or of substance, the presiding President of the
Conference shall rule on the question. An appeal against that ruling shall be immediately put to the vote, and the
presiding President’s ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the States present and voting.

4.  Ifavote is equally divided, the proposal or motion shall be regarded as rejected.
Rule 36
Meaning of the phrase “States present and voting”
For the purpose of the present rules, the phrase “States present and voting” means States casting an affirmative
or negative vote. States which abstain from voting shall be regarded as not voting.
Rule 37
Method of voting

1. Except as provided in rule 44, the Conference may vote by show of hands, except that a representative may
request a roll call, which shall then be taken in the English alphabetical order of the names of the States participating
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in the Conference, beginning with the delegation whose name is drawn by lot by the presiding President. The name

CR RN

of each State shall be called in all roll calls, and its representative shall reply “yes”, “no’ or “abstention”.

2. When the Conference votes by mechanical means, a non-recorded vote shall replace a vote by show of hands
and a recorded vote shall replace a roll call. A representative may request a recorded vote, which shall, unless a
representative requests otherwise, be taken without calling out the names of the States participating in the Conference.

3. The vote of each State participating in a roll-call or a recorded vote shall be inserted in any record of or report
on the meeting,

Rule 38
Conduct during voting

After the presid