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The Development Account is a capacity development programme of the United
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II.

Introduction

1. The purpose of the present report is to update Member States on the
performance and management of the Development Account since the issuance of the
ninth progress report (A/70/97). The mandate of the report is contained in General
Assembly resolution 56/237, in which the Assembly reiterated its decision to
continue to keep the implementation of the Account under review. The Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions® subsequently recommended
that the report be submitted in the context of the presentation of the proposed
programme budget for the biennium concerned. All previous progress reports, as
well as details on individual projects, are available from the Development Account
website (www.un.org/development/desa/da).

2. The Development Account was established by the General Assembly in its
resolution 52/12 B as a mechanism to fund capacity development projects of the
economic and social entities of the United Nations Secretariat: Department of
Economic and Social Affairs, Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), Economic
Commission for Europe (ECE), Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP), Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA),
Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC), United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Human Settlements Programme
(UN-Habitat) and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC).

3. Since the launch of the Development Account in 1997, 358 projects have been
approved, of which 102 projects are currently ongoing (ninth and tenth tranches). In
addition, 46 new projects under the eleventh tranche are being presented to the
General Assembly for its consideration as part of the proposed programme budget
for the biennium 2018-2019 (A/72/6 (Sect. 35)).

The policy context in which the Development
Account operates

4. Following the global review and consultations on the progress towards
achieving the aspirations of the Millennium Declaration, including the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in 2012, the Millennium
Development Goals were brought to a close in 2015. Building on the successes and
lessons learned from the Millennium Development Goals and seeking to address
their unfinished business, the international community adopted the much more
ambitious 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development (General Assembly
resolution 70/1) with its comprehensive, far-reaching and people-centred
Sustainable Development Goals and targets.

5.  The new Agenda and its Goals and targets encompass a much broader and
interconnected spectrum of issues across the three dimensions of sustainable
development (economic, social and environmental) aimed at achieving a prosperous,
peaceful, sustainable and equitable world. “Leave no one behind” is the central
promise of this new vision, which pledges to address the multidimensional causes of
poverty, inequality and discrimination and reduce the vulnerability of the most
marginalized. Implementing this new vision calls for the adoption of new, more
integrated, strategic and collaborative approaches by both Member States and the
development community to address the complex and interrelated challenges of

! See A/57/7/Add.5 and A/58/7/Add.1-30.
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sustainable development. This, in turn, requires increased capacities to formulate
and implement such approaches.

6. The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development has identified capacity
development as a key element for the implementation of sustainable development
and has stressed the importance of United Nations system support in that regard. In
the 2016 quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operation activities for
development of the United Nations system (General Assembly resolution 71/243),
the importance of capacity development to achieve internationally agreed
development goals was further reiterated and the United Nations system was called
upon to support national efforts in that connection. In particular, the United Nations
development system was requested to provide upstream, evidence-based policy and
institutional support. The Development Account and its 10 implementing entities are
uniquely positioned to do so, placed at the intersection of the global policy
framework and implementation at the national level.

7. The reporting period also saw the adoption of the Addis Ababa Action Agenda
of the Third International Conference on Financing for Development (General
Assembly resolution 69/313), which further reaffirmed the commitment to capacity
development and the means of implementation to address the challenge of financing
sustainable development, and the adoption of the Paris Agreement on the global
response to the threat of climate change.

Overview and achievements

8.  The eighth tranche of the Development Account was brought to a successful
close during the period covered by the present report. It comprised a total of
50 active projects.” Thirty-nine of the projects were funded from the programme
budget for the biennium 2012-2013 (General Assembly resolution 66/248 A) and 11
were funded from additional funds appropriated through Assembly resolution
66/246.

9.  The tranche was launched in the wake of the 2010 High-level Plenary Meeting
of the General Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals under the general
theme “Supporting Member States to accelerate progress towards achieving the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development
Goals, in the context of the multiple and interrelated development challenges”.

10. The eighth tranche projects sought to make available the full range of
normative and analytical expertise and the comparative advantages of the
implementing entities to beneficiary countries. Through funding from the Account,
the mostly non-resident implementing entities were able to operationalize their vast
knowledge and know-how and deliver capacity development assistance on the
ground. The eighth tranche projects were developed in direct response to requests
from beneficiary countries. As illustrated in figure I, the eighth tranche featured
projects delivered by all 10 Development Account implementing entities. A total of
28 projects were implemented by the five global entities of the Account and the
remaining 22 projects were executed by the five United Nations regional
commissions.

2 At the time of writing, final and evaluation reports were available for 42 projects. Together with
the project documents and project progress reports for the eighth tranche projects, they provided
the main source of information for the analysis of the eighth tranche in the present report.
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Figure I
Eighth tranche projects, by implementing entity
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11. The eighth tranche projects supported capacity development in all the major
developing regions of the globe (see figure II). In terms of the number of projects,
Africa was the region that received the most prominent support from the eighth
tranche, with close to a third of all projects including at least one country in Africa
among its beneficiaries. Approximately two fifths of the projects included at least
one beneficiary country from Asia and the Pacific, the Middle East and North
Africa, and Latin America and the Caribbean regions, and a third of the projects
included at least one beneficiary country from Europe and Central Asia.

Figure 11
Regional distribution of eighth tranche projects*
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* Several projects simultaneously support countries in different regions of the world. The sum
of the figures in the above graph therefore exceeds the total number of eighth tranche projects.

12. The implementation of the eighth tranche projects contributed to capacity

development in as many as 132 developing countries and 17 countries with
economies in transition across different parts of the world. This includes both
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countries that were direct targets of the projects and beneficiary countries that
benefited from the outputs or deliverables emanating from the projects.

13. While the eighth tranche projects focused on providing capacity development
support to developing countries in general, particular attention and efforts were paid
to countries with special needs, namely, the least developed countries, landlocked
developing countries and small island developing States. As highlighted in
figure 111, approximately two thirds of the projects provided capacity development
support to least developed countries and landlocked developing countries and two
fifths of the projects provided the same support to small island developing States.

Figure 111
Eighth tranche projects focusing on countries with special needs*
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* Many projects simultaneously support countries in several different categories. The sum of
the figures provided, therefore, exceeds the total number of eighth tranche projects.

Box 1
Least developed countries and small island developing States

The programming of the eighth tranche of the Development Account followed the
Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries, at which the
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2011-2020
(Istanbul Programme of Action) was adopted. Four of the eighth tranche projects
focused solely on least developed countries, with an additional 30 projects including
at least one least developed country among its beneficiaries. These projects
contributed to the overarching goal of the Programme of Action to overcome the
structural challenges faced by least developed countries in order to eradicate
poverty, achieve internationally agreed development goals and enable graduation
from the least developed country category. The eighth tranche also included
33 countries in the landlocked developing country category among its beneficiaries,
with each landlocked developing country benefiting from an average of six projects.
Twenty-one of the eighth tranche projects also included at least one small island
developing State among its beneficiaries, with one eighth tranche project focusing
exclusively on small island developing States and increasing their resilience against
climate change (the United Nations Human Settlements Programme (UN -Habitat)
project “Capacity development to increase the resilience of Asian and Pacific cities
to climate change (1213AU)”). These projects supported the SIDS Accelerated
Modalities of Action (SAMOA) Pathway (General Assembly resolution 69/15).
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14. In line with the general theme of the tranche, all eighth tranche projects
contributed towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals. As
illustrated in figure IV, Goal 1 (eradicate extreme hunger and poverty), Goal 8
(develop a global partnership for development) and Goal 7 (ensure environmental
sustainability) were the three most frequently supported Goals. All the Goals,
covering all three pillars of sustainable development, were, however, supported
through the delivery of the projects, as illustrated in figure I'V.

Figure IV

Number of eighth tranche projects supporting the different Millennium Development Goals *

B All Millennium Development Goals

M Goal 1: Poverty eradication
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* Several projects simultaneously support more than one Millennium Development Goal. The sum of the figures

in the above graph therefore exceeds the total number of eighth tranche projects.

15. The eighth tranche projects provided capacity development assistance to
project beneficiary countries through various means. Project deliverables included
some 270 national workshops and more than 150 subregional/regional/interregional
workshops. Deliverables also included study tours to promote North-South and
South-South cooperation during the course of the implementation of three projects.

16. In addition, the implementation of the eighth tranche projects led to the
development of various analytical products that were utilized in the projects during
implementation or delivered as end products to the project beneficiaries:
(a) 120 country/case/subregional/global studies; (b) 23 briefs; (c) 19 reports; and
(d) 6 publications.

17. Thirty projects included the development of tools, toolkits, methodologies,
models, guides, manuals and innovative practices among their outputs. Fourteen
projects produced a total of 44 training courses or modules for the benefit of
Member States. Platforms, networks and committees at various levels were also
developed and utilized under 23 projects.

18. Twenty-two projects provided assistance to Member States in their
policymaking efforts at different levels, ranging from supporting the drafting of
strategies to the implementation of laws. This included: (a) 79 national action plans;
(b) 29 policy recommendations/notes; (c) 14 policy proposals; (d) 14 policy actions;
and (e) 4 policy documents.

17-09513



Al72/92

17-09513

19. The full range of the results achieved through projects are often not
immediately apparent, however, at the close of their implementation. The extent of
the impact may only become evident some time thereafter. In the description of
Development Account project achievements in different areas under the three pillars
of sustainable development set out below, the scope of reporting has therefore been
extended beyond the eighth tranche to cover a broader range of projects from
previous tranches.

Economic pillar

20. In the past 10 years, the Department of Economic and Social Affairs has
transferred, through several Development Account-supported projects, economy-
wide and energy modelling tools and the required capacity to use them for policy
analysis to 22 countries in Latin America, the Middle East and North Africa, Asia
and Africa. The projects have influenced the way governments think about the
feasibility of different policies using evidence from rigorous modelling analyses that
integrate the economic and social dimensions of development and energy planning.
The use of the models by government experts has helped to sharpen thinking on
development policies and encouraged policy dialogue. There is now more awareness
about the fact that any development policy needs to be assessed in the light of the
real macroeconomic and financing feasibility of implementing the policy. Economy -
wide models inform the design and the implementation of national development
plans, including in energy planning, given that they help to detect the trade-offs and
synergies of policies flowing through all sectors of a socioeconomic system.

21. The availability and utilization of quality statistical information are key for
evidence-based policy formulation and tracking progress towards the achievement
of national and international development targets. With the support of the
Development Account, ECA has helped to strengthen the capacity of Member States
to collect and produce high-quality data on civil registration and vital statistics in
the Africa region. Activities implemented in Africa have fed into the Africa
Programme on Accelerated Improvement of Civil Registration and Vital Statistics
Systems and have helped to harness political commitment for improvement of the
systems at the highest level of governments through the Conference of African
Ministers responsible for Civil Registration, promoted country ownership and
leadership as well as systematic and coordinated approaches at the regional and
country levels, built the capacity of civil registration and vital statistics officials and
facilitated the sharing of knowledge and experiences among countries. ECA has,
with the support of the Development Account, also helped to strengthen the capacity
of African countries to use mobile technology to collect data for effective
policymaking and decision-making. The beneficiary countries have developed
in-house capacity and gained skills to use mobile technology in data collection.

22. Through Development Account projects, UNCTAD has helped to strengthen
science, technology and innovation policies in Africa, Latin America and Asia and
supported the capacities of developing countries to design, implement and evaluate
their science, technology and innovation policies. Through the projects, UNCTAD
has increased the level of awareness and understanding among policymakers,
academics and businesses about innovation policy; provided independent and sound
advice on how to integrate national science, technology and innovation policies into
national development strategies; identified priorities for strengthening national
science, technology and innovation capacities; and strengthened the capacities of
public officials and other key stakeholders from 18 countries to design, implement
and evaluate science, technology and innovation policies. Policymakers from other
non-project developing countries have also benefited from the policy analysis and
recommendations.
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23. UNCTAD has also supported strengthening the capacity of developing country
academics to conduct policy-oriented teaching and research on trade and
development issues through Development Account projects in support of its Virtual
Institute. The projects have helped to consolidate the role of academic institutions in
fostering evidence-based policymaking in developing and transition countries. They
have also resulted in an increase in the quantity and the enhancement of the quality
of postgraduate teaching and relevant research at participating universities. Drawing
on the Virtual Institute’s online competencies and university contacts, the projects
have provided sophisticated postgraduate economics training and high-level original
research, which have resulted in the strengthening of the capacities of developing
and transition country researchers to undertake policy-relevant research on the
impact of trade on poverty in their countries. The projects have also contributed to
increased researcher-policymaker cooperation and ensured that the research outputs
completed are policy-relevant for the participating countries. With the support of the
Account, the number of academic institutions that are members of the Virtual
Institute has grown to 131 institutions from 64 countries around the world. Some
1,350 staff from beneficiary universities use the Virtual Institute website to access
teaching resources and for knowledge-sharing. The teaching materials produced
have been used in the preparation of courses or as background reading in teaching
nearly 15,500 students. More than 100 researchers around the world have acquired
new skills on trade and poverty research methods through an online course, and 11
policy-relevant trade and poverty studies have been completed by participating
researchers in cooperation with national policymakers from the African, Asian and
European regions.

24. Cumbersome trade procedures discourage economic activity and make it
difficult for the private sector and countries to participate in regional and global
production networks. With the support of the Development Account, ESCAP has
assisted countries in the region with enhancing their capacity to develop and
implement cross-border paperless trade facilitation measures that help to simplify
processes and regulations, reduce trade costs and boost trade in the Asia-Pacific
region.

25. Similarly, ECE has supported the capacity of transition and developing
economies to implement international standards for commercial agricultural
products to improve their trade competitiveness and has organized capacity-building
activities in Central Asian countries to increase their opportunities in international
trade. These activities have made it possible to work towards the pooling of
production resources and increase business and export potential, as well as open
new markets and provide prospects for the sustainable economic and social
development of the region.

26. The Department of Economic and Social Affairs has worked on strengthening
the capacity of national tax administrations in Latin America to reduce tax
transaction costs and maximize tax revenue through rationalizing the management
and simplifying the operation of tax systems. With the assistance of the
Development Account, a methodology to measure tax transaction costs has been
developed to allow for an assessment of different cost areas, in order to identify
measures to reduce such costs and, as a result, increase tax revenue available to
governments for investment in sustainable development. In addition to pilot
countries, several other countries in Latin America have committed to assessing tax
transaction costs by using the methodology developed, with a view to identifying
effective measures to reduce such costs.

17-09513



Al72/92

17-09513

Social pillar

27. UNODC has promoted the rule of law and governance in the criminal justice
system in Africa. UNODC assistance has helped to improve the availability and
quality of justice for the accused by supporting the building of legal aid capacity
and infrastructure and enhancing coordination and synergy among key actors that
support and oversee the courts. Through those efforts, UNODC has improved the
quality of legal representation and enhanced compliance with the right to a fair trial.
Building on those successes, UNODC has proposed a new project, under the
eleventh tranche of the Development Account, on improving access to legal aid for
women in Western and Central Africa.

Box 2
Gender-responsive capacity development

The capacity development focus of Development Account projects spans a wide
array of areas covering economic and social affairs, trade, sustainable development,
human settlements, and drugs and crime. An important cross-cutting concern is how
men and women are affected differently by the issues that the projects address. The
consideration of differentiated needs and addressing identified gender inequalities
are an important dimension of the Development Account. Four eighth tranche
projects in particular focused on this issue: (a) UN-Habitat: Strengthening the
capacities of the member States of the International Conference on the Great Lakes
Region to address the land and property issues of internally displaced persons and
refugees, with a specific emphasis on women’s land and property rights (/2137);
(b) ESCAP: Interregional cooperation to strengthen national capacities to measure
progress in achieving gender equality and women’s empowerment (/213A41);
(c) ESCWA: Institutional and capacity-building project for Arab parliaments and
other stakeholders for the implementation of Security Council resolution 1325
(2000) on women and peace and security (/27/34K); and (d) ECA: Capacity-building
on agribusiness for women to enhance food security in Eastern Africa (12134V).

Environmental pillar

28. The implementing entities of the Development Account have also supported
capacity development in various areas under the environmental pillar of sustainable
development. UNEP has, for example, implemented capacity-building projects on
resource management and ecosystems-based adaptation in several African countries.
Through those projects, environmental issues have been integrated into economic
and agricultural policies and plans. The impact and sustainability of the projects,
however, go well beyond national legislation and policies that have enhanced food
security and water supply. They have also addressed income security and disaster
risk reduction and facilitated innovative partnerships across sectors.

29. The science and policy interface to manage complex disaster risks is key for
the inclusion of resilience in the sustainable development agenda. Supported by the
Development Account, ESCAP has developed risk assessment tools and guidelines
to systematically assess how complex global climate phenomena can affect
vulnerable communities and to quantify impacts of climate phenomena on
sustainable development in the region. Utilizing these risk assessment tools and
guidelines as a part of regional and national strategies to build resilience and
mitigate future impacts in the Asia-Pacific contributes to the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals.
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30. With support from the Development Account, UN-Habitat has further kick-
started an urban climate change resilience programme focusing on the capacity
development of local authorities and other key urban stakeholders in the Pacific.
The capacity development assistance provided to one government has resulted in the
development of an urban resilience and climate action plan. Based on the plan, a
pilot initiative that supports two informal settlement communities in developing
resilient water and sanitation facilities as prioritized by the communities is now
being funded by a donor government.

31. ECE has promoted the importance of sustainable forest management as a tool
to strengthen low-carbon, resource-efficient and socially inclusive green economies
in the Caucasus and Central Asia. ECE is continuing those efforts through an
ongoing project aimed at strengthening the national capacity of countries in the
Caucasus and Central Asia to develop accountability systems for sustainable forest
management. The efforts of ECE have led to positive changes in the development of
sustainable forest management policies aligned with green economy principles,
including the development and adoption of national action plans for the forest sector
and the development of a reform concept of the forest management system in
accordance with a green economy.

32. ECLAC has sought to improve the national capacities of Latin American and
Caribbean export sectors to meet the challenges and exploit new opportunities
arising from the increasing spread of climate change regulations in international
trade and to exploit those opportunities to enhance the competitiveness of small and
medium-sized enterprises in international markets. The efforts by ECLAC have
succeeded in filling persistent information gaps in the participating countries, in
particular among agricultural producers and exporters directly affected by carbon
footprint initiatives in their destination markets. Trade sustainability criteria and
export-product carbon footprint calculation and mitigation have, for the first time,
been introduced in several of the participating countries. Some 22,000 producers
have indirectly benefited from such activities. The direct involvement with multiple
stakeholders, together with an effective approach at the enterprise level and
emphasis on the development of public-private partnerships, has inspired several
recent initiatives across Latin America.

33. ECLAC has also provided assistance in strengthening national capacities to
design and implement sustainable energy policies for the production and use of
biofuels and to address the issue of weak institutional and technical capacity of
governments in the Latin America and the Caribbean region to deploy and
implement effective evidence-based energy efficiency policies and programmes at
the national level, with particular attention to policies on innovation. Specifically,
those efforts have contributed to creating an enabling environment for sustainable
energy policies at the national and regional levels. They have helped to improve
national capacities to compile disaggregated demographic, economic, activity-level
and energy consumption data in order to calculate energy efficiency indicators at the
sectoral levels; increased knowledge regarding the link between economic activity
and energy consumption; and enhanced the capacity of governments to promote
policymaking based on data and indicators. In addition, they have further raised
awareness of the need for a multisectoral approach to energy planning and
introduced the Long-range Energy Alternatives Planning System (LEAP) model as a
tool for cross-sectoral policy debate. Such initiatives have supported the ability of
Latin American and Caribbean countries to establish sustainable energy policies,
legislation or planning outcomes for the production and use of biofuels.
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Partnerships, leveraging and multiplier effects

34. A key component of the Development Account implementation strategy is
encouraging implementing entities to build and deliver projects in partnerships with
entities from both within and beyond the United Nations system. Successful
partnerships allow projects to draw on the knowledge and know-how available in the
collaborating entities and avail project beneficiary countries of the expertise available
in those entities. Partnerships have the potential to enhance the sustainability and
potential impact of projects by facilitating the continuation of cooperation between
project-collaborating entities and counterparts in the beneficiary countries beyond
the time frame of the project. Almost all eighth tranche projects were implemented
as collaborative efforts with key partners, with both organizations from within and
outside the United Nations system providing important contributions (see figure V).

Figure V
Eighth tranche project partnerships*

With other United Nations entities : 24
With international non-governmental organizations | 17

With United Nations Secretariat [N 20

With Bretton Woods or multilateral financial institutions | 10
With bilateral donors h 9
With academic institutions IF 8
With non-governmental organizations F 4
With private sector F 2
0 10 20 30
Number of projects

* Several projects engaged in partnerships with more than one category of partners. The sum of the figures in

the above graph therefore exceeds the total number of eighth tranche projects.

35. Almost two thirds of eighth tranche projects received additional resources from
external sources. A third of the projects received in-kind support such as logistical
support, travel and accommodation arrangements for workshop participants, provision
of speakers and experts to support the delivery of workshops, and workshop venues.
A tenth of the projects were further supported financially, through external resources.
A third of the projects benefited from both financial and in-kind external support.
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Figure VI
Eighth tranche project leveraging
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36. The reach of several eighth tranche projects was extended beyond their original
design through various multiplier effects. At least 52 additional countries other than
the initially selected target countries benefited from seven projects. Thirteen
projects further resulted in requests for additional technical and advisory assistance,
studies and training from project beneficiary and non-beneficiary countries. Eleven
projects generated follow-up activities by the beneficiary countries themselves after
their close. Thirty-eight new follow-up projects to continue or expand on the
activities of nine projects implemented under the eighth tranche are, furthermore, in
the pipeline or have already been launched. Three non-project governments have
committed to replicating the delivery of three projects in their countries.

Building on achievements to support the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development

37. Building on the experience and the achievements of past tranches, the projects
proposed for the eleventh tranche of the Account have been developed under the
general theme “Supporting Member States in strengthening evidence-based policy
coherence, integration and participatory implementation of the 2030 Agenda at all
levels”. The Account and its implementing entities are well positioned and stand
ready to continue to actively support Member States in areas of their priority needs
through the delivery of the projects proposed for the eleventh tranche and to
contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals and the central
promise of the 2030 Agenda of providing inclusive development for all and leaving
no one behind. All eleventh tranche projects have clear links to achieving specific
Sustainable Development Goal targets.’

% See also the 46 new eleventh tranche projects being presented to the General Assembly for its
consideration as part of the proposed programme budget for the biennium 2018-2019 (A/72/6
(Sect. 35)).
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Box 3
No one left behind

While leaving no one behind is at the forefront of the 2030 Agenda, the
Development Account has a history of supporting those left the furthest behind. Nine
eighth tranche projects addressed the needs and rights of at least one vulnerable
group. Among the key beneficiaries were children, young people, persons with
disabilities, older people, refugees, internally displaced persons, migrants and the
poor. Two eighth tranche projects focused specifically on inclusion and the rights of
vulnerable groups. The ECLAC project “Time for equality: Strengthening the
institutional framework of social policies (1213AE)”, which was implemented in
collaboration with ESCAP and ESCWA, promoted social protection policies in Latin
America and the Caribbean, East Asia and the Pacific, and Western Asia. The
UN-Habitat project “Strengthening the capacities of the member States of the
International Conference on the Great Lakes Region to address the land and property
issues of internally displaced persons and refugees, with a specific emphasis on
women’s land and property rights (1213T)” further considered the rights of the
refugees and internally displaced people with a focus on women and young people.

Managing the Development Account for results

38. The 2030 Agenda places a strong emphasis on partnerships and collaboration.
With the eleventh tranche, the Development Account reached a milestone, with
96 per cent of the proposed projects foreseen to be implemented in partnerships with
other entities from the United Nations system. This exceeds the percentage in
previous tranches. Many of the eleventh tranche projects will be implemented
jointly among several entities, including projects on illicit financial flows,
migration, geospatial data, graduation and environment.

Figure VII
Eleventh tranche project partnerships*

Other United Nations entities _ 23
International organizations - 74

Non-governmental organizations - 3
0

10 20 30 40

Number of projects

* Several projects engaged in partnerships with more than one category of partners. The sum of
the figures in the above graph therefore exceeds the total number of eleventh tranche projects.
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39. A prime example of Development Account partnerships is the $10 million
programme for statistics and data to enhance the statistical capacities of Member
States, which is being jointly implemented, in true “Delivering as one” fashion, by
all 10 implementing entities of the Account under its tenth tranche.

40. An important achievement during the reporting period was the streamlining of
procedures for quality assurance and design of Development Account projects. The
time period between General Assembly approval of the resources for the
Development Account for the biennium and the start of project implementation has
been reduced significantly over the past two tranches. With the eleventh tranche, the
Development Account team intends to work on further reducing this time period,
with the aim of having project documents finalized before the end of 2017 and most
projects allotted by early 2018.

41. During the 2018-2019 biennium, the Development Account team will continue
to review and provide oversight to 148 projects as follows: (a) 46 projects of the
eleventh tranche will be programmed, requiring a review of project documents and
issuance of allotments; (b) the twelfth tranche will be launched, requiring the review
of 45 to 50 project concept notes, in addition to the preparation of the budget
fascicle; (¢) 59 ninth tranche and 43 tenth tranche projects will need to be actively
monitored, requiring regular consultation with the implementing entities and the
review of the year end progress reports; and (d) final reports and evaluation reports
for 59 ninth tranche projects will need to be reviewed and assessed to take stock of
project achievements and challenges and to prepare the eleventh progress report to
the General Assembly.

42. A new public website for the Development Account (www.un.org/development
/desa/da/) was launched during the reporting period to increase transparency and the
sharing of information with implementing partners and Member States. The website
features up-to-date information and includes dynamic pages allowing for easier
browsing of all projects by different criteria.

43. Building on an updated project document database that was developed during
the reporting period, the Development Account team is launching a knowledge
management platform that will allow all implementing entities to have access to
relevant project documents from current and past tranches and to share knowledge
and lessons learned.

44. Project evaluations are an essential part of the programming cycle of the
Development Account. Lessons learned distilled from the evaluations are used in
the design of new projects and to prepare the progress report to the General
Assembly. Since the fourth tranche of the Account, mandatory end-of-project
external evaluations are required, with 2 per cent of the total project envelope
allocated for that purpose. To date, a total of 170 projects have been evaluated. The
Development Account team will engage with the Development Account Network to
review the evaluation process and ensure that these funds are used in the most
efficient and effective way and that more programme-level results can be distilled,
reported on and disseminated through the knowledge management network.

Summary and conclusions

45. The Development Account is an important funding mechanism for
enabling the 10 United Nations Secretariat implementing entities to
operationalize their normative and analytical expertise and deliver demand-
driven projects to assist developing countries in achieving the 2030 Agenda for
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Sustainable Development. The projects are implemented in collaboration with
relevant partners both within and beyond the United Nations system.

46. The reporting period saw the launch of the tenth tranche of the Account
and the programming of projects financed from the residual balances of the
seventh tranche. The reporting period also saw the eighth tranche of the
Account being successfully brought to a close.

47. An important next step will be to ensure that the project documents of the
eleventh tranche are prepared and reviewed in a timely manner and that the
allotments are issued during the first quarter of 2018. All eleventh tranche
projects have clear links to specific Sustainable Development Goal targets.

48. The General Assembly may wish to take note of the present report.
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Annex I
Summary of Development Account tranches as at 31 May 2017
Approved Total Number Status as at
(thousands of  General Assembly number of  of active  Implementation 31 May 2017
Biennium Theme Tranche United dollars)  resolution projects projects  period (percentage)
1998-1999 Support for the implementation of global conferences 1 13 065.00 53/220 A 7 - - Closed
2000-2001 Networking and regional and subregional expertise 2 13 065.00 54/249 16 - - Closed
2002-2003 Capacity-building for managing globalization 3 13 065.00 56/254 A 20 - - Closed
2004-2005 Capacity-building for Millennium Development Goals 4 13 065.00 58/270 23 - - Closed
through partnerships, knowledge-management and taking
advantage of information and communications
technologies
2006-2007 Supporting progress towards the internationally agreed 5 13 065.00 60/247 24 - - Closed
development goals, through knowledge-management, 5A 3415.90 60/246 and 61/252 6 o Closed
networking and partnerships '
5B 5071.00 62/235 10 - - Closed
2008-2009 Supporting progress towards achieving internationally 6 16 480.90 62/237 27 - - Closed
agreed development goals, through innovation, networking 6A 2170.40  62/236. 62/237 5 o
and knowledge-management ' and 62/’238 Closed
6B 7 500.00 64/242 A 15 - - Closed
2010-2011 Support to addressing key global development challenges 7 18 651.30 64/244 A 28 - - Closed
to further the achievement of internationally agreed 7A 4000.00 Residual balances 12 o
development goals, through collaboration at the global, ' from tranches 1-4 Closed
regional and national levels
7B 5000.00 64/243 and 64/244 11 - - Closed
2012-2013 ¢ Supporting Member States to accelerate progress towards 8 23 651.30 66/248 A 40 - - Closed
achieving the internationally agreed development goals, SA 559190 66/246 12 o Closed
including the Millennium Development Goals, in the ’
context of the multiple and interrelated development
challenges
2014-2015 Supporting Member States in designing and implementing 9 28 398.80 68/248 A 46 46 2014-2017 60
strategies and policies towards sustainable, equitable and 9A 7113.00 Residual balances 13 13 2014-2017 56
inclusive development ' from tranches 5-6
2016-2017 Supporting Member States in implementing the post-2015 10 28 398.80 70/249 33 33 2016-2019 13
development agenda: strengthening statistics and data, 10A 5657.40 Residual balances 10 10 2016-2019 3
evidence-based policies and accountability ’ from tranche 7
Total approved 209 655.30 358 102
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Approved Total Number Status as at
(thousands of  General Assembly number of  of active  Implementation 31 May 2017
Biennium Theme Tranche United dollars)  resolution projects projects  period (percentage)
2018-2019 Supporting Member States in strengthening evidence- 11 28 398.80 Proposed programme 46 - 2018-2021
based policy coherence, integration and participatory budget for the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable biennium 2018-2019
Development at all levels (A/72/6 (Sect. 35))
Grand total 238 054.10° 404 102

“ Two projects originally envisioned for the eighth tranche were not implemented. The residual funds from the two projects will, in accordance with General Assembly

resolution 56/237, be redeployed to forthcoming projects that can deliver better results.

b Excludes $4,000,000 representing the residual balance from tranches 1 to 4 that was programmed in the context of the seventh tranche, $7,113,000 representing the
residual balance from tranches 5 and 6 that was programmed in the context of the ninth tranche, and $5,658,408 representing the residual balance from tranche 7 that was

programmed in the context of the tenth tranche.
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Annex I1

Update on the status of the ninth and tenth tranches: implementation rates

Table A.1
Projects funded from section 35, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 2014-2015 (ninth tranche)
as at 31 May 2017

Approved (A)  Expenditures (B)

Implementation
rate (percentage)

Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]

A Strengthening the capacity of national tax administrations in developing countries to effectively DESA 632.0 567.9 90
negotiate and apply double tax treaties for the financing of sustainable development

B Supporting Member States in developing and strengthening environment statistics and integrated =~ DESA 691.0 411.7 60
environmental-economic accounting for improved monitoring of sustainable development

C Strengthening the capacity of small island developing States to assess progress in the DESA 588.0 323.8 55
implementation of the Mauritius Strategy to mitigate risks and reduce vulnerability

D Supporting developing countries in their transition from Millennium Development Goals-based DESA 630.0 429.1 68
development strategies to broader sustainable development strategies through modelling-based
policy analyses

E Enhancing the capacity of Governments and indigenous leaders to ensure social integration and DESA 524.0 238.9 46
inclusive development in Africa and Asia

F Strengthening the capacities of developing countries in sub-Saharan Africa to effectively produce DESA 588.0 264.6 45
and use population data in policymaking for sustainable development

G Data collection methodology and tools for supporting the formulation of evidence-based policies = DESA 395.8 295.0 75
in response to the challenge of population ageing in sub-Saharan Africa

H Strengthening the capacities of developing countries to provide access to development DESA 592.0 530.1 90
information through open government data

I Monitoring and reporting on sustainable development objectives, goals and targets: enhancing DESA 639.0 280.1 44
institutional capability in selected developing countries

J Strengthening national capacities to develop national action plans to implement the non-legally DESA 413.0 185.9 45
binding instrument on all types of forests

K Building the capacity of policymakers in developing countries to address regulatory and UNCTAD 588.0 266.9 45
institutional gaps in the field of sovereign debt governance

L Supporting Member States in developing and launching sustainable product export strategies UNCTAD 590.0 314.0 53
through national sustainable product export reviews

M Building the capacities of selected least developed countries to upgrade and diversify their fish UNCTAD 596.0 425.8 71
exports
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Approved (4)

Expenditures (B)

Implementation
rate (percentage)

Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]

N Strengthening the capacities of policymakers to assess the implications of non-tariff measures in UNCTAD 620.0 230.5 37
international trade and formulate appropriate policy responses

o Climate change impacts on coastal transport infrastructure in the Caribbean: enhancing the UNCTAD 595.0 294.4 49
adaptive capacity of small island developing States

P Strengthening the capacity of the States members of the Economic Community of Central African UNCTAD 641.0 395.8 62
States to enhance domestic production linkages with the mineral resources sector

Q Building the capacities of developing countries to shift towards sustainable freight transport UNCTAD 611.0 276.6 45

R Strengthening the capacities of policymakers in developing countries and investment promotion UNCTAD 585.0 201.9 35
officials in priority sectors to attract investment for sustainable and inclusive development

S Building sustainable and resilient ecological food systems using ecosystem-based adaptation in UNEP 633.0 569.5 90
agriculture-dominated landscapes in sub-Saharan Africa

T Supporting developing countries in delivering sustainable consumption and production services at UNEP 651.0 493.8 76
the country level

U Enabling sustainable and resilient development in post-crisis countries by mainstreaming UNEP 521.0 427.2 82
environment and risk reduction into development planning

\% Strengthening capacities to address land tenure security in Africa through better monitoring and UN-Habitat 501.0 495.7 99
information

W Strengthening national capacities to formulate and adopt housing and slum upgrading strategies UN-Habitat 629.0 595.4 95

X Strengthening the capacities of Member States in the Asia-Pacific region to mainstream climate UN-Habitat 730.0 547.5 75
change concerns in national urban-related policies

Y Strengthening the capacity of African countries to use mobile technologies to collect and ECA 1165.0 406.5 35
disseminate data for effective policy and decision-making

zZ Strengthening capacity for policy analysis, forecasting and development planning in selected ECA 634.0 366.5 58
African countries

AA Strengthening the capacity of African Governments to negotiate transparent, equitable and ECA 635.0 459.0 72
sustainable contracts in extractive industries for broad-based sustainable growth and
socioeconomic development

AB Strengthening the capacity of the African Peer Review Mechanism countries in conducting ECA 624.0 356.0 57
effective self-assessment and implementing national plans of action

AC Strengthening national capacities for sustainable housing in selected countries with economies in  ECE 533.0 383.7 72
transition

AD Strengthening national capacity in the most vulnerable countries in the Economic Commission for ECE 535.0 234.6 44

Europe region for the sustainable development of statistics
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Approved (4)

Expenditures (B)

Implementation
rate (percentage)

Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]

AE Strengthening the capacity of transition and developing economies to participate in cross-border ECE 440.0 292.2 66
agricultural food supply chains

AF Strengthening the capacity of Government and water operators to ensure equity of access to water ECE 578.0 453.2 78
and sanitation in countries in transition in the Economic Commission for Europe region, with a
particular focus on small-scale water supplies and sanitation in rural areas

AG Strengthening the technical capacity of public finance managers in select Caribbean small island ~ ECLAC 492.0 248.3 50
developing States to manage their public finances

AH Promoting inclusive finance through development banking innovation practices to support social, ECLAC 502.0 284.6 57
productive development and structural change in Latin American countries, with a particular
focus on small and medium-sized enterprises

Al Strengthening statistical capacities for building macroeconomic and sustainable development ECLAC 862.0 557.8 65
indicators in Latin American, Caribbean and Asia-Pacific countries

Al Logistics integration for more sustainable exploitation of natural resources in Latin America and ECLAC 612.0 3553 58
the Caribbean

AK Strengthening national capacities to design and implement rights-based policies and programmes  ECLAC 564.0 336.0 60
that address care of dependent populations and women’s economic empowerment in urban areas

AL Enhancing the contribution of preferential trade agreements to inclusive and equitable trade ESCAP 742.0 349.7 47

AM  Strengthening the capacity of Governments in the regions of the Economic and Social ESCAP 960.0 557.6 58
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the Economic Commission for Africa and the Economic and
Social Commission for Western Asia to respond to the needs of youth in formulating inclusive
and sustainable development policies

AN Enhancing knowledge and capacity for the management of disaster risks for a resilient future in ESCAP 678.0 530.2 78
Asia and the Pacific

AO Strengthened capacity of small island developing States in the Asia-Pacific region with regard to =~ ESCAP 638.0 310.6 49
the valuation of environmental capital and the economic cost of gender inequality

AP Strengthening the connectivity of countries in South and Central Asia, particularly landlocked and ESCAP 632.0 244.1 39
least developed countries, with a view to linking with subregional and regional transport and
trade networks

AQ Strengthening the statistical capacity of the countries members of the Economic and Social ESCWA 518.0 360.7 70
Commission for Western Asia in producing and disseminating short-term economic indicators for
sustainable growth

AR Strengthening national capacities for integrated, sustainable and inclusive population and ESCWA 714.0 127.3 18
development policies in the Arab region

AS Promoting renewable energy investments for climate change mitigation and sustainable ESCWA 632.0 409.4 65

development
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Approved (4)  Expenditures (B) Implementation
rate (percentage)

Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]
AT Developing the capacity of countries members of the Economic and Social Commission for ESCWA 525.0 213.5 41
Western Asia to address the water and energy nexus for achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals
Total (ninth tranche) 28 398.8 16 898.8 60
AU Enhancing national statistical capacity to measure, monitor, assess and report on progress on DESA 556.0 267.6 48
achieving post-2015 goals and targets for sustainable development
AV Strengthening capacity of national tax administrations and ministries of finance in developing DESA 360.0 313.1 87
countries to protect and broaden their tax base for financing of sustainable development
AW  Supporting small island developing States in their efforts to build economic resistance UNCTAD 488.0 158.5 32
AX Support developing country policymakers in the formulation of national entrepreneurship policies UNCTAD 478.0 297.2 62
through the implementation of entrepreneurship policy frameworks
AY Environmental peacebuilding for sustainable development in Africa UNEP 558.0 381.1 68
AZ Urban risk reduction and resilience building in lusophone Africa UN-Habitat 559.0 493.4 88
BA Strengthening and enhancing the capacity of law enforcement officials in combating travelling UNODC 557.0 339.7 61
child sex offenders in Cambodia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic and Viet Nam
BB Strengthening Member State capacities in designing and implementing strategies and policies for ~ECA 496.0 246.3 50
sustainable cities in Africa
BC Strengthening the national road safety management capacities of developing countries and ECE 498.0 274.7 55
countries with economies in transition as a means to achieve sustainable, equitable and inclusive
development
BD Strengthening the capacity of Central American and Caribbean countries in the preparation of ECLAC 500.0 168.2 34
sustainable energy policies and strategies.
BE Financing strategies for inclusive and sustainable development for Asia and the Pacific ESCAP 499.0 317.1 64
BF Establishing national technology development and transfer systems in select ESCWA member ESCWA 497.0 272.8 55
States
BG Promoting equality: Strengthening the capacity of select developing countries to design and 5 Regional 1 067.0 479.2 45
implement equality-oriented public policies and programmes Commissions
(ECA, ECE,
ECLAC, ESCAP,
ESCWA)
Total (ninth tranche-A) 7 113.0 4008.8 56

Abbreviations: DESA, Department of Economic and Social Affairs; ESCAP, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; ESCWA, Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia; ECE, Economic Commission for Europe; ECLAC, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; ECA, Economic
Commission for Africa; UNCTAD, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; UNEP, United Nations Environment Programme; UN-Habitat, United Nations
Human Settlements Programme; UNODC, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
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Table A.2
Projects funded from section 35, Development Account, of the programme budget for the biennium 2016-2017 (tenth tranche) as at
31 May 2017

Approved (4)  Expenditures (B) Implementation
rate (percentage)
Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]*100
A Programme for statistics and data DESA, UNCTAD, ECA, 10 000.0 1358.1 14
ECE, ESCAP, ECLAC,
ESCWA, UNEP, UN-Habitat
and UNODC
B Evidence based e-Government policies for advancing information technology DESA 530.0 22.0 4
infrastructure, governmental service delivery and accountability
C Strategies for mitigating the impact of graduation from the least developed countries DESA 560.0 128.9 23
category
D Strengthening capacities of selected developing countries to assess progress towards the DESA 395.0 - -
implementation of the sustainable development agenda in the context of the High-level
Political Forum on Sustainable Development
E Identification of domestic financial resources for sustainable development in Southern DESA 525.0 - -
Africa
F Monitoring progress towards sustainable forest management DESA 509.0 24.0 5
G  Evidence-based policy action on youth development in Africa DESA 390.0 - -
H Implementation of national sustainable development strategies in selected countries in DESA 596.8 60.1 10
Africa, Asia and Latin America
1 Trade and agricultural policies to support small-scale farmers and enhance food security UNCTAD 646.0 132.2 20
J Informal cross-border trade for empowerment of women, economic development and UNCTAD 547.0 72.8 13
regional integration in the Great Lakes region
K Value addition of cotton products in Eastern and Southern Africa UNCTAD 591.0 148.8 25
L Development policies for sustainable economic growth in Southern Africa UNCTAD 501.0 152.0 30
Indices for benchmarking productive capacities for evidence-based policymaking in UNCTAD 599.0 11.7 2
landlocked developing countries
N Air quality data for health and environment policies in Africa and the Asia-Pacific region ~UNEP 559.0 27.3 5
(6] Enhancing capacities to manage information from corporate sustainability reporting in UNEP 545.0 - -
Latin American countries
P Sustainable, inclusive and evidence-based national urban policies in selected Arab States =~ UN-Habitat 451.0 70.6 16
Accountability systems for measuring, monitoring and reporting on sustainable city UN-Habitat 453.0 11.9 3
policies in Latin America
R Evidence-based policies for improved community safety in Latin American and African UNODC 801.0 54.9 7

cities
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Approved (4)  Expenditures (B) Implementation
rate (percentage)
Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]*100
S Aligning the post-2015 agenda with planning frameworks in Africa ECA 726.0 78.1 11
Accountability frameworks and evidence-based policies for development planning in ECA 625.0 - -
Africa
U Better monitoring of social protection in Africa ECA 550.0 102.3 19
V  Accountability for sustainable forest management in Caucasus and Central Asian ECE 501.0 101.6 20
countries
W Evidence-based policies and accountability mechanisms for sustainable urban ECE 499.0 333 7
development in the Economic Commission for Europe region
X Sustainable energy for all in Eastern Europe, the Caucasus and Central Asia ECE 564.0 81.2 14
Y Big data for measuring the digital economy in Latin America and the Caribbean ECLAC 682.0 112.4 16
Z Addressing critical socio-environmental challenges in Latin America and the Caribbean ECLAC 615.0 358.1 58
AA Input-output tables for industrial and trade policies in Central and South America ECLAC 788.0 56.3 7
AB  South-South cooperation for science, technology and innovation policies in the Asia- ESCAP 750.0 - -
Pacific region
AC Innovative climate finance mechanisms for financial institutions in the Asia-Pacific region ESCAP 670.0 149.7 22
AD Evidence-based policies for the sustainable use of natural resources in the Asia-Pacific ESCAP 666.0 - -
region
AE Institutional development for better service delivery towards the achievement of the ESCWA 666.0 81.9 12
Sustainable Development Goals in West Asia
AF  Promoting social justice in selected countries in the Arab region ESCWA 301.0 68.4 23
AG Facilitating the implementation of the Arab Customs Union ESCWA 597.0 117.2 20
Total (tenth tranche) 28 398.8 3615.8 13
AH Building national capacities to design evidence-based sustainable development policies DESA 522.0 - -
through the use of environmental, economy-wide, microsimulation and integrated
assessments modelling tools
Al  Fostering the development of green exports through voluntary sustainability standards in ~ UNCTAD 520.0 25.0 5
Asia and Pacific
AJ  Chemicals and waste in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: Building capacity UNEP 501.0 - -
in Sustainable Development Goal follow-up and review in developing countries to
minimize chemicals and waste risks across sectors
AK Sustainable Development Goal 11: Monitoring and reporting on human settlement UN-Habitat 563.0 - -
indicators in Africa and Latin America
AL Strengthen capacities to monitor illicit financial flows in the context of achieving target UNODC 800.0 - -

16.4 of the Sustainable Development Goals

¢6/CLINV



vemwe

€1560-LT

Approved (4)  Expenditures (B) Implementation
rate (percentage)

Project title Implementing entity (Thousands of United States dollars) [(B)/(4)]*100

AM Collecting and compiling natural capital accounts as a metric for sustainable development ECA 602.8 - -
in Africa

AN Strengthening national capacities of the ECE countries for evidence-based regulatory and ECE 500.0 82.5 17
procedural trade policies to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals

AO Demographic transition: opportunities and challenges to achieve the Sustainable ECLAC 550.0 78.4 14
Development Goals in Latin America and the Caribbean

AP  Strengthening the capacities of policymakers for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda  ESCAP 500.0 - -
for Sustainable Development: An Asia-Pacific Sustainable Development Goal help desk

AQ Capacity-building for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable ESCWA 598.6 - -

Development in the Arab region

Total (tenth tranche-A) 5657.4 185.9 3

Abbreviations: DESA, Department of Economic and Social Affairs; ESCAP, Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; ESCWA, Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia; ECE, Economic Commission for Europe; ECLAC, Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean; ECA, Economic
Commission for Africa; UNCTAD, United Nations Conference on Trade and Development; UNEP, United Nations Environment Programme ; UN-Habitat, United Nations
Human Settlements Programme; UNODC, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.
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