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Destruction of Armenian historical and cultural heritage
by Azerbaijan
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Arakel Village, Hadrut region, Artsakh. Surb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin) Church of
early XX century. The church was destroyed by the Azerbaijani Army during the
occupation of the village in 1991-93.
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Baku, Azerbaijan. Surb Astvatzatzin (Holy
Virgin) Church and caravanserai adjoining it
from the west. In 1990s on the decision of the
municipal authorities of Baku the Church and
the second and third floors of its belfry were
destroyed. The first floor was spared only to be

“cut out” into a fire temple.
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Gyulistan village, Shahumyan region, Artsakh. Surb Astvatzatzin (Holy Virgin). After occupation of the village by

the Azerbaijani Army the church was blown up.
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Nij village, Qabala (Kutkashe) region, Azerbaijan. St. Yeghishe (Elisha) Church and two inscriptions carved

on its southern entrance tympanum in commemoration of its thorough restoration carried out by the efforts of
Priest Astvatzatur Jodaniants in the 1840s (Photo of 1985). The inscriptions were completely scraped away

during restoration work in the early 2000s.
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Ganja (Gandzak) city. St. Hovhannes (St. John the Baptist) Church. Inscriptions of 1633 and 1643 were deliberately
scraped away in 2007. The Church was turned into a chamber music hall.
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Azat (Suluk) village, Shahumyan region, Artsakh. Surb Hovhannes (John) Church. After occupation of the village
by the Azerbaijani Army the church was blown up.

Bridge of Lalazar, Kashatagh
region, Artsakh. The double-span
bridge was built over the river Vorotan
in 1867 by means of Simeon Lalazar.
The building inscription of the bridge
in Armenian was deliberately scraped.
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Tzar village, Shahumyan region, Artsakh. Fragments of St. Sargis Church and Mother Church of the village,
destroyed in the 1950s, were used as building materials for the construction of a local Azerbaijani school.
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Badamly (Otzop) village, Nakhijevan. The monastery of St. Astvatsatsin (Holy Virgin) with a dome church (photo:
1980s). It was marked on the map of the USSR Armed Forces General Headquarter. The monastery was destroyed to
its foundations, as evidenced by satellite image (Google Earth, 2016) of the site of the monastery.
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Nakhijevan city. St. Gevorg (George) Church marked
on the map of the USSR Armed Forces General
Headquarter (1976). According to the satellite image
of Google Earth of 2008 the church does not exist
anymore.
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Agulis village, Nakhijevan. St. Tovma (Thomas the Apostle)
Monastery (photo of 1900-1910s) marked on the map of the USSR
Armed Forces General Headquarter (1976). In the late 1990s, the
monastery was completely destroyed, and in its place a mosque was

£\ built, as evidenced by satellite image Google Earth of 2011 and 2016.
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Old Jugha, Nakhijevan. The historic cemetery with nearly 3,000 medieval khachkars (crosstones).
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The destruction of the medieval
khachkars (crosstones) of the
Jugha cemetery started in the
Soviet period. They were broken
to pieces and used as building
material. The destruction of
khachkars (crosstones)
continued in 1998 with renewed
vigor and was completed in
2005. In 2006 the territory of the
cemetery was turned into a

military shooting range.

Source: “Azerbaijan out of Civilization” http://'www.raa-am.com/raa/pdf files/174.pdf
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