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Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and
disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including
special economic assistance: special economic assistance
to individual countries or regions
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Afghanistan, Albania, Angola, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bangladesh,
Belgium, Bhutan, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Bulgaria, Canada, China, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia,
Ethiopia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Japan, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Maldives, Malta,
Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco,
Netherlands, Nepal, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Philippines,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Romania, Samoa, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, Tuvalu, United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America and
Viet Nam: draft resolution

Strengthening emergency relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction
in response to the devastating effects of the earthquake in Nepal

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 46/182 of 19 December 1991 and all other resolutions
on the strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian emergency assistance of
the United Nations, as well as all its resolutions on international cooperation on
humanitarian assistance in the field of natural disasters from relief to development,
and all other relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council,

Expressing sincere condolences and deep sympathy to the victims, their
families and the people of Nepal and neighbouring countries which suffered huge
losses of life as a result of the earthquake that struck Nepal on 25 April and its
powerful aftershocks,

Deeply concerned by the extremely difficult condition of affected people
requiring assistance, in particular the most vulnerable and those in hard-to-reach
areas isolated from communication and transportation networks,
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Mindful of the massive destruction caused to the people, community assets,
natural resources, infrastructure, and tourism and service sectors of Nepal and other
means of livelihood of its people, as well as the enormous damage caused to its
ancient cultural heritage, including the World Heritage sites,

Conscious of the immediate humanitarian challenges and the long-term impact
of the devastation on the socioeconomic development of Nepal, undermining the
country’s efforts in achieving internationally agreed development goals,

Underlining the special needs and challenges of Nepal as a least developed,
landlocked developing country emerging from conflict, and recognizing the
additional challenges and constraints facing the country in the aftermath of the
earthquake,

Commending the efforts made by Nepal in rescue and relief operations, as well
as the prompt and generous support through both in-kind and financial assistance
extended in this regard by the international community, including the neighbouring
and regional countries,

Stressing the importance of disaster risk reduction and resilience-building, as
reaffirmed in the Sendai Declaration and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction 2015-2030,

Emphasizing the importance of international relief in helping Nepal address
the immediate needs of the affected population and the importance of continued
international cooperation and coordination in supporting the efforts and nationally
defined priorities of Nepal in dealing with prevention, preparedness, mitigation,
recovery and reconstruction, as well as in the strengthening of response capacity at
all levels,

1. Expresses its deepest condolences, solidarity and support to the
Government and the people of Nepal and commends its resilience, and also
expresses its condolences and sympathy to all affected Member States, in particular
those that lost nationals in the catastrophe;

2. Affirms the leading role and the primary responsibility of the Government
of Nepal, with adequate support and cooperation from the international community,
in the humanitarian response and the rehabilitation, recovery, reconstruction and
development plans for the country;

3. Emphasizes the need to urgently help survivors through immediate and
needs-based relief assistance, underlining the importance of reaching affected
people, particularly in remote areas, addressing the needs of the most vulnerable, as
well as the specific needs of women, girls, men and boys, and considering the use of
the most appropriate means;

4.  Welcomes the launch of the United Nations flash appeal of 29 April 2015,
and calls on the international community, including Member States, to provide
support during the three-month period of the flash appeal and beyond;

5. Emphasizes the importance of linking relief with rehabilitation and
development from very early on, of building resilience and “building back better”,
of further strengthening national capacities at all levels, including effective and
efficient governance and institutions, to prepare for and respond to future disasters
of this kind, and of integrating a gender perspective, ensuring that women take an
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active and equal role in all relevant aspects related to disaster management and
rehabilitation;

6. Underlines the importance, in parallel to the relief effort, of rapidly
initiating the reconstruction efforts and resuming development through Nepal’s
sustained efforts and assistance from the international community, including the
international and regional financial institutions, in collaboration with the United
Nations and Member States, and welcomes pledging initiatives in this regard, in
coordination with the Government of Nepal, for the long-term reconstruction and
rebuilding of the country;

7. Also underlines the need for the international community to maintain its
focus on sustaining the support for the medium- and long-term rehabilitation,
reconstruction and risk reduction priorities as defined and led by the Government of
Nepal;

8.  Stresses the need for restoration of the monuments and sites of historical,
cultural and archaeological significance, and urges Member States to share their
expertise and extend necessary cooperation to preserve the ancient cultural heritage
of Nepal, including its World Heritage sites;

9. Requests the Secretary-General and the United Nations system to
continue to assist Nepal in ensuring effective coordination of the national and
international relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts, and through
international follow-up initiatives, as appropriate.
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