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EFFECTS OF ATOMIC BADIATION*

Report of the U4ited Nations Sclentific Cornrnittee
on the Effgcls of Atotriic Radiation

1. The United Nations Scientiflc Conmittee on the Effeets of Atonic Badiation
r,/as estabflshed by resolution 91J (X) of I December I9r5 at the tenth session of
the General Assenbly. It consists of the follol.ling members ! Argentina,
Austral-iar Selgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakial lrance, India, Ja]lan, Mexico;
Sweden, Union of Sovlet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic, United Klngdon

of Great Britaln and Northern lreland. and United. States of Ameri ca.

2. The Connittee hefd its seventeenth session at the Geneva Office of the United

Nations from 28 August to 5 Septerober L967, Or. A.R. Gopal-Ayengar of India and

Da. Gordon C. Sutfer of Canada served as Chairman and Vice-ChaiTnan, respectivel-y.
3. During that session the Corrraittee d.iscussed- on the basis of reviews prepared

in the Secretariat assurnptions and parameters used in estlnating dose conmitments,

recent information on rad.ioactive contanination of the environnent by nuclear
tests, effects of ionizlng radiation on the nervcus system and the pathological
significance of chrornosome anomafies ind.uce<l by rad.iation in somatic ce].]-s, as

wel-1 as their possible use as ind icators of exposure to radiation. The Committee

expressed its intentj-on of preparing for subrnission to the GeneraJ- Assenbfy at its
tventy -fourth sesslon a report dealing with such evaluations of risk as might

result from tts consideration of the afot:ementioned subjects.
\. During its seventeenth session, the Connlttee also began reviewing the

information required to continue its assessment of r'rorld -wid.e levels of radiation
from nuclear tests a.nd observed that sorne of its earll.er requests were now less
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than before to the problem of estinating risks to human populations. Increased

knowledge of the current erbent of environmental contamination, of the mechanisms

of trensfer of radioactivity to rnan through focd chains and of biofogical effects

nighl naJ<e ii" poscible to nodify those earfier requests. In particular, it night

be possibte to define more precisely the ty!e, anount and location of measurements

requi-red on le-rels of radioactiyity in the environnent, focdstuffs and tissUes Of

nar1.

5. The Comnittee proposed. to eomplete the reviev of its requirernents at its
eighteenth session., and thereafter to nake its conclusions knovn to States Menjbers

of the United Nations or members of the specialized agencies or of the

fnternational Atomic Inergy Agency.

6. The assistance providecl to the Conmlttee by the Joint IAO/IALr Division of

Atomi c nneTgy in Agriculture, r+hich collected and assembled data on radioactive

contarnination af the hunan diet, vas noted vith appreciation.

7, Dr. Gordon C. Sutler of Canada arcl Dr. Bo Llndel-l of gweden ve]'e elected

to serve as Chairman and l'ri ce -Chairman, respectively, at the eighteenth arld

nineteenth sesslons.
B' It vas recogni zed that it woufd be necessary to hold one session in 1!68 and

rcoucq+An thpt rrra..r'or.ents he rn.Ce for t,he cichteenth sessjon Of tle Comnittee

to be hetd. frcm B April tc 19 April- I!68 at He adquarte r s '




