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NOTE
The resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly are identified as follows:

Regular sessions

Until the thirtieth regular session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed by a roman numeral in parentheses
indicating the session (for example: resolution 3363 (XXX)). When several
resolutions were adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a
capital letter placed between the two numerals (for example: resolution
3367 A (XXX), resolutions 3411 A and B (XXX), resolutions 3419 A to D (XXX)).
The decisions were not numbered.

Since the thirty-first session, as part of the new system adopted for symbols of
General Assembly documents, resolutions and decisions have been identified by an
arabic numeral, indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another
arabic numeral (for example: resolution 31/1, decision 31/301). When several
resolutions or decisions were adopted under the same number, each of them has been
identified by a capital letter placed after the two numerals (for example: resolution
31/16 A, resolutions 31/6 A and B, decisions 31/406 A to E).

Special sessions

Until the seventh special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly were
identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letter “S” and a
roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 3362 (S-VII)). The
decisions were not numbered.

Since the eighth special session, resolutions and decisions have been identified
by the letter “S” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an oblique
stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution S-8/1, decision S-8/11).

Emergency special sessions

Until the fifth emergency special session, the resolutions of the General
Assembly were identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the
letters “ES” and a roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution
2252 (ES-V)). The decisions were not numbered.

Since the sixth emergency special session, resolutions and decisions have been
identified by the letters “ES” and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed
by an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution ES-6/1,
decision ES-6/11).

In each of the series described above, the numbering follows the order of adoption.

*

* *

The present volume contains the resolutions and decisions adopted by the General Assembly
from 25 December 2011 to 17 September 2012. Resolutions adopted by the Assembly from
13 September to 24 December 2011 appear in volume I. Volume II contains the decisions adopted
by the Assembly during that period.
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I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

RESOLUTION 66/252

Adopted at the 94th plenary meeting, on 25 January 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/B6/L.34 and Add.1, sponsored by: Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Montenegro, Namibia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia,
Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

66/252.  The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict: breaking the link between the illicit
transaction of rough diamonds and armed conflict as a contribution
to prevention and settlement of conflicts

The General Assembly,

Recognizing that the trade in conflict diamonds continues to be a matter of serious
international concern, which can be directly linked to the fuelling of armed conflict, the activities
of rebel movements aimed at undermining or overthrowing legitimate Governments and the illicit
traffic in and proliferation of armaments, especially small arms and light weapons,

Recognizing also the devastating impact of conflicts fuelled by the trade in conflict
diamonds on the peace, safety and security of people in affected countries, and the systematic and
gross human rights violations that have been perpetrated in such conflicts,

Noting the negative impact of such conflicts on regional stability and the obligations placed
upon States by the Charter of the United Nations regarding the maintenance of international peace
and security,

Recognizing that continued action to curb the trade in conflict diamonds is imperative,

Noting with appreciation that the Kimberley Process, as an international initiative led by the
Governments of participant States, has pursued its deliberations on an inclusive basis involving
concerned stakeholders, including producing, exporting and importing States, the diamond
industry and civil society, as well as applicant States and international organizations,

Recalling that the elimination of conflict diamonds from legitimate trade is the primary
objective of the Kimberley Process, and stressing the need to continue its activities in order to
achieve this objective,

Calling for the consistent implementation of commitments made by Kimberley Process
participant States,

Acknowledging that the diamond sector is an important catalyst for promoting economic and
social development, which are necessary for poverty reduction and meeting the requirements of
the Millennium Development Goals in many producing countries, particularly in developing
countries,

Bearing in mind the positive benefits of the legitimate diamond trade to producing countries,
and underlining the need for continued international action to prevent the problem of conflict
diamonds from negatively affecting the trade in legitimate diamonds, which makes a critical
contribution to the economies of the producing, exporting and importing States,

Noting that the vast majority of rough diamonds produced in the world are from legitimate
sources,

Recalling the Charter and all the relevant resolutions of the Security Council related to
conflict diamonds, and determined to contribute to and support the implementation of the
measures provided for in those resolutions,
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Recalling also Security Council resolution 1459 (2003) of 28 January 2003, in which the
Council strongly supported the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme' as a valuable
contribution against trafficking in conflict diamonds,

Welcoming the important contribution of the Kimberley Process, which was initiated by
African diamond-producing countries,

Noting with satisfaction that the implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme continues to have a positive impact in reducing the opportunity for conflict diamonds to
play a role in fuelling armed conflict and would help to protect legitimate trade and ensure the
effective implementation of the relevant resolutions on trade in conflict diamonds,

Acknowledging that lessons learned from the Kimberley Process may be useful for the work
of the Peacebuilding Commission in its consideration of the countries included in its agenda, as
appropriate,

Recalling its resolutions 55/56 of 1 December 2000, 56/263 of 13 March 2002, 57/302 of
15 April 2003, 58/290 of 14 April 2004, 59/144 of 15 December 2004, 60/182 of 20 December
2005, 61/28 of 4 December 2006, 62/11 of 26 November 2007, 63/134 of 11 December 2008,
64/109 of 11 December 2009 and 65/137 of 16 December 2010, in which it called for the
development and implementation as well as a periodic review of proposals for a simple, effective
and pragmatic international certification scheme for rough diamonds,

Welcoming, in this regard, the implementation of the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme in such a way as not to impede the legitimate trade in diamonds or impose an undue
burden on Governments or industry, particularly smaller producers, nor hinder the development of
the diamond industry,

Welcoming also the decision of fifty Kimberley Process Participants, representing seventy-
six countries, including the twenty-seven members of the European Union represented by the
European Commission, to address the problem of conflict diamonds by participating in the
Process and implementing the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme,

Noting the outcomes of the plenary meeting of the Kimberley Process hosted by the
Democratic Republic of the Congo in Kinshasa from 31 October to 3 November 2011,

Welcoming the important contribution to fulfilling the purposes of the Kimberley Process
that has been made and continues to be made by civil society organizations from across participant
countries, and the diamond industry, in particular the World Diamond Council, which represents
all aspects of the diamond industry in the Kimberley Process, to assist international efforts to stop
the trade in conflict diamonds, and recommending that the Kimberley Process encourage civil
society organizations to return to full and active engagement with the initiative,

Welcoming also the voluntary self-regulation initiatives for the diamond industry announced
by the World Diamond Council, and recognizing that a system of such voluntary self-regulation
contributes, as described in the Interlaken Declaration of 5 November 2002 on the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme for Rough Diamonds,' to ensuring the effectiveness of national
systems of internal control for rough diamonds,

Recognizing that State sovereignty should be fully respected and that the principles of
equality, mutual benefits and consensus should be adhered to,

Recognizing also that the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, which came into effect
on 1 January 2003, will be credible only if all Participants have requisite national legislation
coupled with effective and credible internal systems of control designed to eliminate the presence
of conflict diamonds in the chain of producing, exporting and importing rough diamonds within

! See A/57/489.
2 See A/66/593.
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their own territories, while taking into account that differences in production methods and trading
practices, as well as differences in institutional controls thereof, may require different approaches
to meeting minimum standards,

Welcoming the efforts to improve the normative framework of the Kimberley Process
through the elaboration of new rules and procedural norms to regulate the activities of its working
bodies, Participants and observers and the streamlining of the procedures for preparation and
adoption of the decisions and documents of the Kimberley Process, thereby enhancing the
effectiveness of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme,

1. Reaffirms its strong and continuing support for the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme' and the Kimberley Process as a whole;

2. Recognizes that the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme can help to ensure the
effective implementation of relevant resolutions of the Security Council containing sanctions on
the trade in conflict diamonds and act as a mechanism for the prevention of future conflicts, and
calls for the full implementation of existing Council measures targeting the illicit trade in rough
diamonds, particularly conflict diamonds which play a role in fuelling conflict;

3. Welcomes the admission of Swaziland to the Kimberley Process as a full Participant in
May 2011;

4. Recognizes the important contributions that the international efforts to address the
problem of conflict diamonds, including the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, have made
to the settlement of conflicts and the consolidation of peace in Angola, Liberia and Sierra Leone;

5. Notes the efforts to further strengthen implementation of the minimum requirements of
the Kimberley Process, to review the implementation of import confirmation requirements and to
examine the application of Kimberley Process Certification Scheme requirements in cross-border
Internet sales;

6.  Also notes the decision of the General Council of the World Trade Organization of
15 May 2003 granting a waiver with respect to the measures taken to implement the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme, effective from 1 January 2003 to 31 December 2006, and the
decision of the General Council of 17 November 2006 granting an extension of the waiver until
31 December 2012;*

7. Takes note of the report of the Chair of the Kimberley Process submitted pursuant to
General Assembly resolution 65/137,% and congratulates the participating Governments, the
regional economic integration organization, the diamond industry and civil society organizations
involved in the Process for contributing to the development, implementation and monitoring of
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme;

8. Acknowledges the progress made by Kimberley Process working groups, Participants
and observers during 2011 in fulfilling the objectives set by the Chair to strengthen
implementation of the peer review system, increase the transparency and accuracy of statistics,
promote research into the traceability of diamonds, promote inclusiveness by broadening the level
of involvement by Governments, industry and civil society in the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme, foster a sense of ownership by Participants, improve information and communication
flows and enhance the capacity of the Certification Scheme to respond to emerging challenges;

9.  Notes that the annual reporting process on Kimberley Process Certification Scheme
implementation is the main comprehensive and regular source of information on the
implementation provided by Participants, and calls upon Participants to submit consistent and
substantive annual reports in order to conform to this requirement;

? World Trade Organization, document WT/L/518.
4 World Trade Organization, document G/C/W/559/Rev.1.
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10.  Expresses appreciation to Botswana, Lesotho and Ukraine for receiving review visits
in 2011, and welcomes the commitment of those countries to continuously open their certification
systems to reviews and improvements;

11.  Acknowledges the efforts of the Kimberley Process to strengthen implementation and
enforcement, and in particular to ensure coordination of Kimberley Process actions in relation to
the occurrence of fraudulent certificates, to apply vigilance and ensure the detection and reporting
of shipments of suspicious origin and to facilitate the exchange of information in cases of
infringement;

12.  Stresses that the widest possible participation in the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme is essential, and encourages all Member States to contribute to the work of the Kimberley
Process by seeking membership, participating actively in the Certification Scheme and complying
with its undertakings, and acknowledges the importance of increased involvement of civil society
organizations in the Process;

13.  Calls upon the Participants of the Kimberley Process to continue to articulate and
improve rules and procedures to further enhance the effectiveness of the Kimberley Process
Certification Scheme, and notes with satisfaction the systematization of the work of the Process
with respect to developing transparent and uniform rules and procedures and improving the
mechanism for consultations and coordination within the Process;

14.  Notes with appreciation the willingness of the Kimberley Process to support and
provide technical assistance to those Participants experiencing temporary difficulties in complying
with the requirements of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme;

15.  Also notes with appreciation the continued cooperation of the Kimberley Process with
the United Nations on the issue of diamonds from Co6te d’Ivoire, in accordance with the
provisions of Security Council resolution 1980 (2011) of 28 April 2011 and in line with the
administrative decision on sharing information with the United Nations,” and encourages the
Kimberley Process Working Group on Monitoring and Working Group of Diamond Experts, with
the support of the Friends of Cote d’Ivoire, to actively collaborate with the United Nations Group
of Experts on Cote d’Ivoire, originally established by the Council in its resolution 1584 (2005) of
1 February 2005, and through liaison with Cote d’Ivoire, with the ultimate objective of meeting
the preconditions for the lifting of United Nations sanctions on the trade in rough diamonds from
Cote d’Ivoire;

16. Takes note of the communication by the Government of Cote d’Ivoire to the
Kimberley Process plenary meeting in Kinshasa in 2011 on the situation prevailing since the
reunification of the country, as well as on its efforts to develop measures to ensure traceability of
diamond production and trade in accordance with the minimum requirements of the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme, and calls upon the Kimberley Process to support the efforts of Cote
d’Ivoire to prepare for implementation of the Certification Scheme;

17.  Encourages the Kimberley Process to support the efforts of Liberia to strengthen its
internal controls and address continuing challenges to the implementation of the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme;

18. Also encourages the Kimberley Process to continue to ensure, in accordance with
resolution 65/137, follow-up to the progress achieved in the implementation of the Kimberley
Process Certification Scheme in West Africa, and notes with appreciation the efforts of Guinea to
strengsthen its certification system under the Swakopmund administrative decision on Guinea of
2009;

19. Notes with appreciation the administrative decision of the 2011 plenary meeting,
finding that the positive actions of Ghana to strengthen internal controls and prevent infiltration of
illicit diamonds merited the termination of the special measures that had been in place under the

5 A/64/559, annex, attachment L.
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Gaborone administrative decision of 2006, which called for Ghana to take steps to respond to the
indications that it was not in substantial conformity with the minimum requirements of the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme, and conveying to Ghana the appreciation of the plenary
for its decision to continue to record pictures of shipments as a best practice;”

20. Takes note of the decision of the 2011 plenary meeting regarding the continued
participation of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in the Kimberley Process,” acknowledges
the positive step represented by the submissions presented by the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela in response to the decision of the plenary meeting, and invites the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela to continue its efforts to fully reintegrate into the Kimberley Process Certification
Scheme;

21.  Notes with appreciation the progress achieved by the ad hoc committee for exploring
the modalities of enhancing the efficiency of the Kimberley Process with a view to providing
administrative support for its activities, and notes the decision by the 2011 plenary meeting that
the ad hoc committee should continue to pursue its work by approaching international institutions,
including the World Bank, to set up an administrative support mechanism, and the decision to
create an ad hoc committee on the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme review to assess the
strengths and weaknesses of the Certification Scheme as currently designed, identify priority areas
for focus, and develop solutions to address the weaknesses of the Certification Scheme that can be
proposed to future plenary sessions on an ongoing basis;”

22.  Takes note of the report by the Central African Republic to the 2011 plenary meeting
regarding the resumption of violence in the diamond-producing region of Bria in September 2011,
and welcomes the rapid actions taken by the Chair of the Kimberley Process, the Working Group
on Monitoring and the Government of the Central African Republic in that respect;

23.  Acknowledges with appreciation the continued cooperation of the Kimberley Process
with the World Customs Organization and the opening of the Organization’s network of Regional
Offices for Capacity-Building to assist in training customs agents in the implementation of the
Kimberley Process Certification Scheme minimum requirements;

24. Acknowledges the adoption by the 2011 plenary meeting of four administrative
decisions in addition to those mentioned in paragraphs 19 and 21 above, namely, the
administrative decision on Marange, Zimbabwe, and the decisions relating to clarifications and
recommendations on applying the Kimberley Process written procedure, import confirmations of
rough diamond shipments and the terms of reference of the Participation Committee;”

25. Takes note of the recommendations to applicant countries, prepared by the
Participation Committee, on Kimberley Process Certification Scheme implementing legislation;

26. Welcomes the continuing work of the team of technical experts on Internet trading in
order to monitor that transactions are in compliance with the minimum requirements of the
Kimberley Process;

27. Notes with appreciation the continued work of the Kimberley Process, within its
Working Group of Diamond Experts, on footprinting diamond production from the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Liberia, the diamond-producing region of Bria in the Central African
Republic, the Marange region in Zimbabwe, and Sierra Leone;

28. Also notes with appreciation that the Kimberley Process rough diamonds statistics
website managed by the United States of America has been improved significantly to make it a
more efficient and effective system;

29.  Encourages the Kimberley Process, through its Working Group on Artisanal Alluvial
Production and with the assistance of the Diamond Development Initiative, to ensure
implementation of the recommendations set forth in the Moscow declaration of 2005;

30. Reaffirms the importance of the tripartite nature of the Kimberley Process, regrets the
absence of civil society at the 2011 plenary meeting, and welcomes the decision by the plenary to
reaffirm its commitment to continue its constructive engagement with civil society in recognition
of the role that civil society plays in the Kimberley Process;
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31.  Acknowledges with great appreciation the important contribution that the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, as Chair of the Kimberley Process in 2011, has made to curbing the trade
in conflict diamonds, and welcomes the selection of the United States of America as Chair and
South Africa as Vice-Chair for 2012;

32.  Requests the Chair of the Kimberley Process to submit to the General Assembly at its
sixty-seventh session a report on the implementation of the Process;

33. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-seventh session the item
entitled “The role of diamonds in fuelling conflict”.

RESOLUTIONS 66/253 A and B

66/253.  The situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
Resolution A

Adopted at the 97th plenary meeting, on 16 February 2012, by a recorded vote of 137 to 12, with
17 abstentions,* on the basis of draft resolution A/66/L.36 and Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra,
Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Canada,
Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Colombia, Comoros, Cote d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Latvia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway,
Oman, Palau, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Seychelles, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

* In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Canada, Central African
Republic, Chad, Chile, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Djibouti, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary,
Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kuwait,
Latvia, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta,
Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia,
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Nauru, Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea,
Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Samoa, San Marino, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South
Africa, South Sudan, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Zambia

Against: Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), China, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Ecuador, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Syrian Arab Republic,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Zimbabwe

Abstaining: Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Cameroon, Comoros, Fiji, Lebanon, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal,
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Tuvalu, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania,
Viet Nam

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 66/176 of 19 December 2011, as well as Human Rights Council
resolutions S-16/1 of 29 April 2011,° S-17/1 of 23 August 2011° and S-18/1 of 2 December 2011,

8 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 53 (A/66/53), chap. 1.
7 Ibid., Supplement No. 53B (A/66/53/Add.2 and Corr.1), chap. II.
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Expressing grave concern at the deterioration of the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic, in
particular the ongoing human rights violations and use of violence by the Syrian authorities
against its population,

Reaffirming the role of regional and subregional organizations in the maintenance of
international peace and security as set out in Chapter VIII of the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming also its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and
territorial integrity of the Syrian Arab Republic and to the principles of the Charter,

Reaffirming further that all States Members of the United Nations should refrain in their
international relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United
Nations,

Welcoming the engagement of the Secretary-General and all diplomatic efforts aimed at
ending the crisis,

1. Reaffirms its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial
integrity of the Syrian Arab Republic, and stresses the need to resolve the current political crisis in
the Syrian Arab Republic peacefully;

2. Strongly condemns the continued widespread and systematic violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms by the Syrian authorities, such as the use of force against
civilians, arbitrary executions, the killing and persecution of protestors, human rights defenders
and journalists, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances, interference with access to medical
treatment, torture, sexual violence, and ill-treatment, including against children;

3. Calls upon the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to immediately put an end to
all human rights violations and attacks against civilians, protect its population, fully comply with
its obligations under applicable international law and fully implement Human Rights Council
resolutions S-16/ 1,6 S-17/1° and S-18/ 1, as well as General Assembly resolution 66/176,
including by cooperating fully with the independent international commission of inquiry;

4. Condemns all violence, irrespective of where it comes from, and calls upon all parties
in the Syrian Arab Republic, including armed groups, to stop all violence or reprisals immediately,
in accordance with the League of Arab States initiative;

5. Stresses again the importance of ensuring accountability and the need to end impunity
and hold to account those responsible for human rights violations, including those violations that
may amount to crimes against humanity;

6.  Demands that the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic, in accordance with the
Plan of Action of the League of Arab States of 2 November 2011 and the decisions of the League
of Arab States of 22 January and 12 February 2012, without delay:

(@) Cease all violence and protect its population;
(b) Release all persons detained arbitrarily owing to the recent incidents;

(¢) Withdraw all Syrian military and armed forces from cities and towns and return them
to their original home barracks;

(d) Guarantee the freedom of peaceful demonstration;

(e) Allow full and unhindered access and movement for all relevant League of Arab States
institutions and Arab and international media in all parts of the Syrian Arab Republic to determine
the truth about the situation on the ground and monitor the incidents taking place;

7. Calls for an inclusive Syrian-led political process, conducted in an environment free
from violence, fear, intimidation and extremism and aimed at effectively addressing the legitimate
aspirations and concerns of the people of the Syrian Arab Republic, without prejudging the
outcome;



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

8. Fully supports the League of Arab States decision of 22 January 2012 to facilitate a
Syrian-led political transition to a democratic, pluralistic political system, in which citizens are
equal regardless of their affiliations or ethnicities or beliefs, including through the commencement
of a serious political dialogue between the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic and the
whole spectrum of the Syrian opposition, under the auspices of the League of Arab States and in
accordance with the timetable set out by the League of Arab States;

9.  Calls upon all Member States to provide support to the League of Arab States
initiative, as requested;

10.  Calls upon the Syrian authorities to allow safe and unhindered access for humanitarian
assistance in order to ensure the delivery of humanitarian aid to persons in need of assistance;

11.  Requests, in this context, the Secretary-General and all relevant United Nations bodies
to provide support to the efforts of the League of Arab States, both through good offices aimed at
promoting a peaceful solution to the Syrian crisis, including through the appointment of a special
envoy, and through technical and material assistance, in consultation with the League of Arab
States;

12.  Requests the Secretary-General to report on the implementation of the present
resolution, in consultation with the League of Arab States, within fifteen days of its adoption.

Resolution B

Adopted at the 124th plenary meeting, on 3 August 2012, by a recorded vote of 133 to 12, with
31 abstentions,* on the basis of draft resolution A/66/L.57 and Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra,
Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Botswana, Bulgaria, Canada, Comoros, Coéte d'lvoire, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Djibouti, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Jordan, Kuwait, Latvia, Libya, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Maldives, Malta, Mauritania, Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco,
Montenegro, Morocco, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Oman, Panama, Poland, Portugal, Qatar,
Republic of Korea, Romania, San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Yemen

* In favour: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belgium, Belize, Benin, Bhutan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil,
Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic,
Chad, Chile, Colombia, Comoros, Costa Rica, Céte d'lvoire, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark,
Djibouti, Dominican Republic, Egypt, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia, Germany,
Greece, Grenada, Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia,
Iraq, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya, Kuwait, Latvia, Liberia, Libya, Liechtenstein,
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Nauru,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Niger, Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Palau, Panama, Papua New Guinea,
Paraguay, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, San Marino, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey,
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of
America, Uruguay, Vanuatu, Zambia

Against: Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), China, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Myanmar, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Syrian Arab Republic,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Zimbabwe

Abstaining: Algeria, Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Armenia, Burundi, Ecuador, Eritrea, Fiji, Ghana,
Guyana, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Mali, Namibia, Nepal, Pakistan, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Samoa,
Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Suriname, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania, Viet Nam
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The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 66/176 of 19 December 2011 and 66/253 A of 16 February 2012, as
well as Human Rights Council resolutions S-16/1 of 29 April 2011,* S-17/1 of 23 August 2011,%
S-18/1 of 2 December 2011,° 19/1 of 1 March 2012, 19/22 of 23 March 2012, S-19/1 of 1 June
2012 and 20/22 of 6 July 2012, and recalling also its resolutions 42/37 A to C of 30 November
1987, 43/74 A to C of 7 December 1988 and 66/35 of 2 December 2011,

Recalling also Security Council resolutions 2042 (2012) of 14 April 2012 and 2043 (2012)
of 21 April 2012,

Expressing grave concern at the escalation of violence in the Syrian Arab Republic, in
particular the continued widespread and systematic gross violations of human rights and the
continued use of heavy weapons by the Syrian authorities against the Syrian population, and the
failure of the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic to protect its population,

Also expressing grave concern at the threat by the Syrian authorities to use chemical or
biological weapons,

Alarmed at the threat to regional stability that the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
poses, and its grave implications for international peace and security,

Taking note of the report of the independent international commission of inquiry on the
Syrian Arab Republic,'’ which notes that the human rights situation in the Syrian Arab Republic
has deteriorated significantly since November 2011, causing more suffering to the Syrian people,
and that widespread violence and increasingly precarious socioeconomic conditions have left
many communities in a perilous situation,

Recalling that the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, in her statement
on 27 May 2012, stated that acts of violence in the Syrian Arab Republic may amount to crimes
against humanity or other forms of international crime and may be indicative of a pattern of
widespread or systematic attacks against civilian populations that have been perpetrated with
impunity,

Tuking note of the report of the Secretary-General on children and armed conflict,'’ which
indicates the occurrence of grave violations against children in the Syrian Arab Republic, that
children were among the victims of military operations carried out by Government forces,
including the Syrian armed forces, intelligence forces and “Shabbiha” militias, and that children as
young as 9 years of age were victims of killing and maiming, arbitrary arrest, detention, torture
and ill-treatment, including sexual violence, and used as human shields,

Expressing concern at the vulnerable situation of women in this context, including being
subjected to discrimination, sexual and physical abuse, violation of their privacy and arbitrary
arrest and detention in raids, including to force their male relatives to surrender, and underlining
the importance of preventing all sexual violence and violence based on gender,

Concerned about the humanitarian impact of violence, including as a result of oppression
and violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular the use by the Syrian
authorities of excessive force, heavy weapons, armour and the air force against populated areas,

Also concerned that the escalating violence has caused an influx of Syrian refugees into
neighbouring countries, and condemning the attacks by the Syrian authorities on people trying to
exit Syrian territory to escape the violence,

¥ Ibid., Supplement No. 53 (A/66/53), chap. 1.

% Ibid., Supplement No. 53B and corrigendum (A/66/53/Add 2 and Corr.1), chap. IL.
' A/JHRC/19/69.

' A/66/782-S/2012/261.



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

Echoing the extreme concern expressed by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator on 29 July 2012 at the impact of shelling and the use of
tanks and other heavy weapons on people in Aleppo, as well as in the capital, Damascus, and
surrounding towns,

Expressing its profound regret at the death of many thousands of people in the Syrian Arab
Republic, and extending condolences to their families,

Expressing its determination to seek ways and means to provide protection to the Syrian
civil population,

Reaffirming its support for the Joint Special Envoy of the United Nations and the League of
Arab States to Syria and his work pursuant to General Assembly resolution 66/253 A and relevant
resolutions of the League of Arab States aimed at promoting a peaceful solution to the Syrian
crisis, including by securing full implementation of the six-point plan annexed to Security Council
resolution 2042 (2012),

Expressing its deep concern at the lack of progress towards implementation of the six-point
plan, and deploring the failure of the Security Council to agree on measures to ensure the
compliance of Syrian authorities with its decisions,

Reaffirming its strong commitment to the sovereignty, independence, unity and territorial
integrity of the Syrian Arab Republic and to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling that all States Members of the United Nations should refrain in their international
relations from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or political independence of
any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights'? and relevant international human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,"* and recalling the obligation of the Syrian Arab Republic to promote
and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Stressing that rapid progress on a political transition represents the best opportunity to
resolve the situation in the Syrian Arab Republic peacefully, welcoming in this regard the final
communiqué issued by the Action Group for Syria on 30 June 2012,'* and noting that progress
towards an atmosphere free from violence, fear and intimidation is key to enabling a credible
transition that meets the aspirations of the Syrian people,

Reaffirming its support for the engagement of the Secretary-General and all diplomatic
efforts aimed at reaching a political solution to the crisis, reaffirming also the role of regional and
subregional organizations in the maintenance of international peace and security, as set out in
Chapter VIII of the Charter, and welcoming the relevant decisions of the League of Arab States,
including its resolution of 22 July 2012,

1. Condemns the increasing use by the Syrian authorities of heavy weapons, including
indiscriminate shelling from tanks and helicopters, in population centres and the failure to
withdraw their troops and heavy weapons to their barracks, contrary to paragraph 2 of Security
Council resolution 2042 (2012) and paragraph 2 of Council resolution 2043 (2012);

2. Strongly condemns the continued widespread and systematic gross violations of
human rights and fundamental freedoms by the Syrian authorities and pro-Government militias,
such as the use of force against civilians, massacres, arbitrary executions, the killing and persecution
of protestors, human rights defenders and journalists, arbitrary detention, enforced disappearances,
interference with access to medical treatment, torture, sexual violence, and ill-treatment, including
against children, as well as any human rights abuses by armed opposition groups;

12 Resolution 217 A (IIT).
13 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
14 A/66/865-S/2012/522, annex.
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3. Condemns all violence, irrespective of where it comes from, including terrorist acts;

4.  Demands that all parties immediately and visibly implement Security Council
resolutions 2042 (2012) and 2043 (2012) in order to achieve a cessation of armed violence in all
its forms by all parties, thereby creating an atmosphere conducive to a sustained cessation of
violence and a Syrian-led political transition that meets the aspirations of the Syrian people;

5. Fully supports the demand of the Joint Special Envoy of the United Nations and the
League of Arab States to Syria that the first step in the cessation of violence must be made by the
Syrian authorities, and therefore calls upon the Syrian authorities to fulfil immediately their
commitment to cease the use of heavy weapons and complete the withdrawal of their troops and
heavy weapons to their barracks;

6.  Calls upon the Syrian authorities to immediately put an end to all human rights
violations and attacks against civilians, protect the population, fully comply with their obligations
under applicable international law and fully implement all relevant Human Rights Council
resolutions as well as General Assembly resolutions 66/176 and 66/253 A;

7. Demands that the Syrian authorities strictly observe their obligations under
international law with respect to chemical and biological weapons, including Security Council
resolution 1540 (2004) of 28 April 2004 and the Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of
Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at
Geneva on 17 June 1925," and further demands that the Syrian authorities refrain from using, or
transferring to non-State actors, any chemical or biological weapons, or any related material, and
that the Syrian authorities meet their obligations to account for and to secure all chemical and
biological weapons and any related material;

Accountability

8. Stresses again the importance of ensuring accountability and the need to end impunity
and hold to account those responsible for human rights violations, including those violations that
may amount to crimes against humanity;

9.  Encourages the Security Council to consider appropriate measures in this regard;

10.  Demands that the Syrian authorities provide the independent international commission
of inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic and individuals working on its behalf immediate entry and
access to all areas of the Syrian Arab Republic, and demands also that all parties cooperate fully
with the commission of inquiry in the performance of its mandate;

Humanitarian situation

11.  Deplores the deteriorating humanitarian situation and the failure to ensure safe and
timely provision of humanitarian assistance to all areas affected by the fighting, in violation of
point 3 of the six-point plan,'® which, therefore, is contrary to Security Council resolutions;

12.  Calls upon the Syrian authorities to immediately and fully implement the agreed
humanitarian response plan, including by granting immediate, safe, full and unimpeded access of
humanitarian personnel to all populations in need of assistance, in particular to civilian
populations in need of evacuation, as well as safe, full and unimpeded access for affected civilians
to humanitarian assistance and services, and also calls upon all parties in the Syrian Arab
Republic, in particular the Syrian authorities, to cooperate fully with the United Nations and
relevant humanitarian organizations to facilitate the provision of humanitarian assistance;

15 League of Nations, Treaty Series, vol. XCIV, No. 2138.
16 Security Council resolution 2042 (2012), annex.
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13.  Calls upon all parties in the Syrian Arab Republic, in particular the Syrian authorities,
to ensure the safety and security of personnel, installations, material, units and vehicles involved in
humanitarian assistance in accordance with applicable international law;

14.  Expresses grave concern at the increasing numbers of refugees and internally
displaced persons as a result of the ongoing violence, and reiterates its appreciation of the
significant efforts that have been made by the States bordering the Syrian Arab Republic to assist
those who have fled across the borders of the Syrian Arab Republic as a consequence of the
violence, and requests the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees to
provide assistance as requested by Member States receiving these displaced persons;

15.  Invites Member States to provide all support to the Syrian people, and encourages
Member States to contribute to the United Nations humanitarian response efforts;

Political transition

16.  Reiterates its call for an inclusive Syrian-led political transition to a democratic,
pluralistic political system, in which citizens are equal regardless of their affiliations or ethnicities
or beliefs, including through the commencement of a serious political dialogue between the Syrian
authorities and the whole spectrum of the Syrian opposition;

17.  Demands, in this regard, that all Syrian parties work with the Office of the Joint
Special Envoy of the United Nations and the League of Arab States to Syria to implement rapidly
the transition plan set forth in the final communiqué issued by the Action Group for Syria on
30 June 2012, in a way that assures the safety of all in an atmosphere of stability and calm,
notably through the establishment of a consensus transitional governing body, a review of the
Constitution on the basis of an inclusive national dialogue, and free and fair multiparty elections
held in the framework of this new constitutional order;

18.  Welcomes, in this regard, the Syrian Opposition Conference, held under the auspices of
the League of Arab States in Cairo on 3 July 2012, as part of the efforts of the League of Arab
States to engage the whole spectrum of the Syrian opposition, and encourages greater cohesion
among the opposition;

19.  Encourages Member States to provide active support to ensure implementation of the
transition plan set forth in the final communiqué of the Action Group for Syria, and requests the
Secretary-General to provide support and assistance to the Syrian Arab Republic, at the
appropriate time, as it transitions;

20. Requests the Joint Special Envoy to focus his efforts towards a peaceful mechanism
for the implementation of the transition to a pluralistic, democratic civil State with equality in
citizenship and freedoms;

Follow-up

21. Requests the Secretary-General and all relevant United Nations bodies to provide
support for the efforts of the Joint Special Envoy to reach a political solution to the Syrian crisis;

22.  Requests the Secretary-General to report within fifteen days on the implementation of
the present resolution.

RESOLUTION 66/254

Adopted at the 98th plenary meeting, on 23 February 2012, by a recorded vote of 85 to none, with
66 abstentions,* on the basis of draft resolution A/66/L.37 and Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Bangladesh,
Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), China, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Nicaragua, Pakistan, Russian Federation, Sudan, Syrian Arab
Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zimbabwe
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* In favour: Algeria, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belize, Benin, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Brazil, Brunei Darussalam,
Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Cuba, Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea,
Ethiopia, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Jamaica, Jordan,
Kazakhstan, Kenya, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Malaysia, Maldives,
Mauritania, Mongolia, Morocco, Myanmar, Namibia, Nicaragua, Niger, Oman, Pakistan, Paraguay, Peru,
Qatar, Russian Federation, Rwanda, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saudi
Arabia, Senegal, Singapore, Solomon Islands, SrilLanka, Sudan, Suriname, Syrian Arab Republic,
Tajikistan, Thailand, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, United Arab Emirates, United
Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zambia,
Zimbabwe

Against: None

Abstaining: Albania, Andorra, Angola, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France,
Georgia, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, Latvia,
Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Poland, Portugal, Republic of
Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa,
South Sudan, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America

66/254. Intergovernmental process of the General Assembly on strengthening and
enhancing the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and recalling
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights'’ and relevant international human rights instruments,

Recalling the obligations of States parties under international human rights treaties,
including those relevant to the functioning of the human rights treaty bodies,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985,

Reaffirming that the full and effective implementation of international human rights
instruments by States parties is of major importance to the efforts of the United Nations to
promote universal respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and that
the effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system is indispensable for the full and
effective implementation of such instruments,

Recognizing the important, valuable and unique role and contribution of each of the human
rights treaty bodies to the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including through examination of the progress made by States parties to respective human rights
treaties in fulfilling their relevant obligations and by providing recommendations to such States on
their implementation,

Reaffirming the importance of the independence of the human rights treaty bodies,

Recognizing the importance of providing, under the existing procedures of the General
Assembly, adequate funding to the human rights treaty body system from the regular budget of the
United Nations,

Recognizing also the importance of continued efforts to improve the efficiency of the working
methods of the human rights treaty body system,

Noting the reports of the Secretary-General on measures to improve further the
effectiveness, harmonization and reform of the human rights treaty body system,®

'7 Resolution 217 A (IIT).
'8 A/66/344 and A/HRC/19/28.
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Noting with appreciation the initiative and efforts of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Human Rights, in the form of a multi-stakeholder consultation approach for reflecting on how
to streamline and strengthen the treaty body system,

Noting that the multi-stakeholder approach consisted of a number of meetings involving
representatives of Member States, treaty bodies, national human rights institutions, non-governmental
organizations and academia, including events hosted by a number of Member States,'”

Noting also that the High Commissioner for Human Rights has announced upcoming
consultations with Member States in New York in April 2012 within the framework of her efforts
and in line with her intention to prepare a report compiling relevant proposals made during the
reflection process,

1. Requests the President of the General Assembly to launch, within the framework of
the Assembly, an open-ended intergovernmental process, no earlier than in April 2012, to conduct
open, transparent and inclusive negotiations on how to strengthen and enhance the effective
functioning of the human rights treaty body system;

2. Also requests the President of the General Assembly, in this regard, to appoint two co-
facilitators, in accordance with established procedures and practices, to assist him in this process;

3. Decides that, in its deliberations, the aforementioned open-ended intergovernmental
process shall take into consideration the relevant proposals on strengthening and enhancing the
effective functioning of the human rights treaty body system, including those contained in the
reports of the Secretary-General'® and the compilation report to be prepared by the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights, and in this regard invites the High Commissioner to
present the compilation report to the General Assembly no later than June 2012;

4. Reaffirms that the deliberations in the framework of the open-ended intergovernmental
process shall be open to all States Members of the United Nations, observer States, relevant
intergovernmental organizations and relevant United Nations bodies;

5. Requests the President of the General Assembly to establish appropriate channels of
communication with the President of the Human Rights Council regarding the open-ended
intergovernmental process on strengthening and enhancing the effective functioning of the human
rights treaty body system referred to in paragraph 1 above;

6.  Also requests the President of the General Assembly to work out separate informal
arrangements, after consultation with Member States, that would allow the open-ended
intergovernmental process to benefit from the inputs and expertise of the human rights treaty
bodies, national human rights institutions and relevant non-governmental organizations, bearing in
mind the intergovernmental nature of the process referred to in paragraph 1 above;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the open-ended intergovernmental process
with all necessary support from within existing resources for the duration of its mandate;

8. Requests the President of the General Assembly to report by the end of its sixty-sixth
session on the deliberations and recommendations of the open-ended intergovernmental process
for further consideration by the Assembly, including consideration of a possible extension of the
process.

RESOLUTION 66/255

Adopted at the 100th plenary meeting, on 16 March 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A66/L.39 and Add.1, sponsored by: Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Benin, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Estonia, Finland,
France, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,

' Dublin (November 2009 and 2011), Marrakech, Morocco (June 2010), Poznan, Poland (September 2010), Seoul
(April 2011), Sion, Switzerland (May 2011), Pretoria (June 2011), Lucerne, Switzerland (October 2011), Geneva
(October and November 2011 and February 2012).
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Latvia, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Mexico, Montenegro, Morocco, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic
of Moldova, Romania, Rwanda, Serbia, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden,
Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uruguay, Viet Nam

66/255. Civilian capacity in the aftermath of conflict
The General Assembly,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on peacebuilding in the immediate
aftermath of conflict,” the subsequent progress report,”’ the report of the Secretary-General on
civilian capacity in the aftermath of conflict”® and the related report of the Senior Advisory
Group,”

Welcoming the intention of the Secretary-General to develop proposals, in partnership with
Member States and other relevant peacebuilding stakeholders, as outlined in his report,”

Affirming the fundamental principle of national ownership, and stressing the importance of
supporting national civilian capacity development and institution-building, including through
peacekeeping operations in accordance with their mandates, as well as enhanced regional, South-
South and triangular cooperation,

Encouraging national Governments, the United Nations and regional and subregional
organizations to broaden and deepen the pool of civilian expertise for peacebuilding in the
immediate aftermath of conflict, including from countries with relevant experience in post-conflict
peacebuilding or democratic transition, giving particular attention to mobilizing capacities from
developing countries and of women as vital to the success of United Nations peacebuilding
endeavours,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to continue holding regular consultations on the
review of civilian capacity in the aftermath of conflict in order to maintain close collaboration with
Member States, including through the Peacebuilding Commission within its mandate;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a report in 2012 on the measures
outlined in his report on civilian capacity in the aftermath of conflict,”” as well as on the
development of further initiatives for consideration by Member States in the General Assembly
and its subsidiary bodies, including, in particular, the Special Committee on Peacekeeping
Operations and the Fifth Committee;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue to draw on all relevant expertise, in
particular that of field practitioners, in the development of initiatives to support national capacities;

4. Decides to consider during its sixty-seventh session developments on the review of
civilian capacity in the aftermath of conflict, under the agenda item entitled “Strengthening of the
United Nations system’ and other items as appropriate.

RESOLUTION 66/256

Adopted at the 100th plenary meeting, on 16 March 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
AJ/B6/L.38 and Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, Barbados,
Belgium, Benin, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Bulgaria, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus,
Denmark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Iraq, Ireland, ltaly, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Latvia, Liechtenstein,

20 A/63/881-S/2009/304.
21 A/64/866-S/2010/386.
2 AJ66/311-5/2011/527.
3 A/65/747-S/2011/85.



I. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Nepal,
New Zealand, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania,
Rwanda, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,
Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Tunisia, Ukraine, Uruguay, Viet Nam

66/256. The United Nations in global governance
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 65/94 of 8 December 2010,
Reaffirming its respect for the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Acknowledging the vital importance of an inclusive, transparent and effective multilateral
system in order to better address the urgent global challenges of today, recognizing the universality
of the United Nations, and reaffirming its commitment to promote and strengthen the
effectiveness and efficiency of the United Nations system,

Reaffirming the role and authority of the General Assembly on global matters of concern to
the international community, as set out in the Charter,

Welcoming the informal thematic debate of the General Assembly at its sixty-fifth session,
on 28 June 2011, on the United Nations in global governance, organized by the President of the
General Assembly,

Welcoming also the convening of the regional seminar on the same theme, held in Santiago
on 8 and 9 August 2011, at the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean,

Taking into account the preparatory process of the United Nations Conference on
Sustainable Development which will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, from 20 to 22 June 2012,
and the follow-up processes of all major United Nations conferences and summits in the
economic, social and related fields, as appropriate,

1. Reiterates the need for inclusive, transparent and effective multilateral approaches to
managing global challenges, and in this regard reaffirms the central role of the United Nations in
ongoing efforts to find common solutions to such challenges;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General on global
economic governance and development;**

3. Recognizes the importance and benefit of a continuing interaction between the General
Assembly and international, regional and subregional forums, organizations and groups dealing
with global matters of concern to the international community, as appropriate;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-seventh session, under the
item entitled “Strengthening of the United Nations system”, the sub-item entitled “Central role of
the United Nations system in global governance”, and in this regard requests the Secretary-
General to submit to the General Assembly, by the end of February 2013, an analytical report
focusing on global economic governance and development, with further concrete
recommendations, to be prepared in consultation with Member States and relevant organizations
of the United Nations system, taking into account the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development and the follow-up processes of all major United Nations conferences and summits
in the economic, social and related fields, as appropriate;

5. Invites, in this regard, the President of the General Assembly and the President of the
Economic and Social Council to consider organizing, in a coordinated manner, informal thematic
debates on the subject of the present resolution;

2+ A/66/506.
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6.  Invites the United Nations system, including the regional commissions, as well as
international financial and trade institutions, civil society, academia, the private sector and other
stakeholders, to contribute to these deliberations, as appropriate.

RESOLUTION 66/260

Adopted at the 106th plenary meeting, on 19 April 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/B6/L.43 and Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan,
Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, China,
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland,
Israel, ltaly, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Lebanon, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Malaysia, Malta, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, Montenegro, Morocco, Nicaragua, Oman,
Panama, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Qatar, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation,
San Marino, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Singapore, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Switzerland, Syrian
Arab Republic, Tajikistan, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkmenistan, Ukraine,
United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, United States of America,
Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam

66/260.  Improving global road safety
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 57/309 of 22 May 2003, 58/9 of 5 November 2003, 58/289 of
14 April 2004, 60/5 of 26 October 2005, 62/244 of 31 March 2008 and 64/255 of 2 March 2010
on improving global road safety,

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General transmitting the report on improving
global road safety”” and the recommendations contained therein,

Recognizing the global public health and development burden resulting from road traffic
crashes,

Noting that this major public health problem has a broad range of social and economic
consequences which, if unaddressed, may affect the sustainable development of countries and
hinder progress towards the Millennium Development Goals,

Recognizing the role of the first Global Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, held in
Moscow on 19 and 20 November 2009, which culminated in a declaration inviting the General
Assembly to declare a decade of action for road safety,*®

Noting with satisfaction that targeted steps to reduce road traffic injuries undertaken by the
United Nations since 2003 have yielded positive results,

Commending the World Health Organization for its role in implementing the mandate
conferred upon it by the General Assembly to work in close cooperation with the United Nations
regional commissions to coordinate road safety issues within the United Nations system, as well
as to provide support for the implementation of the Decade of Action for Road Safety, and
commending also the progress of the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration as a consultative
mechanism to coordinate the road safety activities implemented by its members and to provide
Governments and civil society with good-practice guidelines to support action to tackle the major
road safety risk factors and support their implementation,

Welcoming the joint efforts of the World Health Organization and the United Nations
regional commissions to work in cooperation with other partners to develop the Global Plan for

5 A/66/389.
26 A/64/540, annex.
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the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020%7 under the mandate conferred by the General
Assembly in resolution 64/255,

Recognizing the work of the United Nations regional commissions in increasing road safety
activities and advocating increased political commitment to road safety, in elaborating global road
safety-related legal instruments, including international conventions and agreements, technical
standards, resolutions and recommendations, and working towards setting regional and national
road traffic casualty reduction targets,

Commending Member States that have acceded to the United Nations international legal
instruments on road safety and that have adopted comprehensive legislation on major risk factors,
including the non-use of safety belts and child restraints, the non-use of helmets, driving under the
influence of alcohol and drugs, inappropriate and excessive speed, and texting and inappropriate
use of cell phones while driving,

Recognizing Member States and civil society in their continued commitment to road safety
by observing the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims,

Commending the road safety advocacy campaigns and poster-signing events of the
Economic Commission for Europe, including the global road safety communication campaign of
the Commission and the International Basketball Federation (FIBA) and FIBA Europe, during the
2009 EuroBasket Championship in Poland, the 2010 FIBA World Championship in Turkey and
the 2011 EuroBasket in Lithuania; the Economic Commission for Europe, the World Organization
of the Scout Movement, the Hellenic Road Safety Institute “Panos Mylonas”, the Scouting Ireland
and Scouts of Greece global road safety campaign at the World Scout Jamboree in Kristianstad
Municipality, Sweden, in 2011; the unveiling of a memorial sculpture dedicated to the Decade of
Action for Road Safety, at the “‘Christos Polentas” Park on Crete, Greece, on 20 November 2011,
the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims, erected by the Association for Support
and Solidarity to Families of Victims of Road Traffic Accidents of Crete; and the road safety
poster “We drive by the rules”, signed by ambassadors and heads of national delegations attending
the sixty-fourth session of the Economic Commission for Europe, in 2011,

Commending also the road safety initiatives of the Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific, including the road safety poster “We drive by the rules”, signed by the
ambassadors and heads of national delegations attending its sixty-seventh session, in 2011; the
launch of the Asia Pacific Road Safety Network, a web-based regional network of stakeholders
designed to facilitate the timely and continuous exchange of road safety best practices and other
useful information, on 20 November 2011, the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic
Victims; the organization of national workshops on road safety in Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, the Lao
People’s Democratic Republic, Mongolia, the Philippines, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan in 2010 and
2011 in collaboration with host Ministries; and the convening of a regional expert group meeting
on road safety in 2010 and 2011, which included the development of the regional road safety
goals, targets and indicators, with an overall objective of a 50 per cent reduction in fatalities and
serious injuries on the roads of Asia and the Pacific, in line with the Decade of Action for Road
Safety,

Commending further the efforts of the Economic Commission for Africa in strengthening
the road safety initiative in Africa, including the adoption, during the second African Road Safety
Conference, held in Addis Ababa from 9 to 11 November 2011, of the African Action Plan for the
Decade of Action for Road Safety as a guiding document that addressed the continent’s
specificities and targeted a reduction in road traffic crashes by 50 per cent by 2020; the Plan was
later endorsed by the Conference of African Ministers of Transport at its second session, held in
Luanda from 21 to 25 November 2011,

Commending the efforts of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
to include the issue of road safety under comprehensive, regionally coordinated transport policies,

%7 Available from www.who.int/roadsafety/decade_of action/plan/en/index.html.
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such as the efforts to establish the Mesoamerican Road Safety Plan and the inclusion in the final
declaration of the thirteenth summit of the Tuxtla Mechanism for Dialogue and Coordination of
road safety as a priority area, the declaration of the tenth Ibero-American meeting of officials
responsible for traffic and road safety, and other efforts to improve road safety in the Latin
American and Caribbean region through studies and dissemination of best practices among
national Governments, the private sector and multilateral regional institutions,

Commending also the efforts of the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
leading to initiatives including the launch of the Decade of Action for Road Safety, in Beirut on
17 May 2011, the road safety poster “We drive by the rules”, translated into Arabic and signed by
the heads of delegations attending the launch of the Decade, and the twelfth session of the
Committee on Transport, from 17 to 19 May 2011, which called upon member countries to work
and coordinate with the secretariat of the Commission in their efforts to implement the Decade,
and t(;édraw up a timetable for the implementation of the Moscow Declaration of 20 November
2009,

Acknowledging a number of other important international efforts on road safety, including
the declaration adopted at the Economic Commission for Europe-Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Organization Conference on Improving Road Safety in the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation Region, held in Ioannina, Greece, on 18 and 19 November 2010 and the holding of
international conferences such as the World Road Congress, the annual summit of the
International Transport Forum, and the Michelin Challenge Bibendum on sustainable road
mobility, as well as the second Global Meeting of Non-governmental Organizations Advocating
for Road Safety and Road Victims, in Washington, D.C., on 14 and 15 March 2011, and taking
note of the important contributions of the Commission for Global Road Safety,

Acknowledging also the launch of the Multilateral Development Banks Road Safety
Initiative on 19 April 2011, coordinated by the World Bank, and their collective effort to scale up
road safety management capacity and infrastructure safety and improve safety performance
measures, through the development of systematic and comprehensive road safety projects and the
mobilization of resources for road safety in some low- and middle-income countries,

Expressing its concern at the continued increase in road traffic fatalities and injuries
worldwide, in particular in low- and middle-income countries, bearing in mind that the fatality rate
within the road system is considerably higher than the fatality rate within other transport systems,
even in high-income countries,

Recognizing the efforts made by some low- and middle-income countries to implement best
practices, to set ambitious targets and to monitor road traffic fatalities,

Taking into account the importance of strengthening capacity and continuing international
cooperation to further support efforts to improve road safety, particularly in low- and middle-
income countries, and providing, as appropriate, financial and technical support and knowledge to
meet the goal of the Decade of Action for Road Safety,

Recognizing that a solution to the global road safety crisis can be achieved only through
multisectoral collaboration and partnerships among all concerned in both the public and the
private sectors, with the involvement of civil society,

Commending Member States that have participated in the World Health Organization
Global status report on road safety, as requested by the General Assembly in resolution 62/244,
and its 2010 survey,

1. Welcomes official national and local launches of the Decade of Action for Road Safety
2011-2020 in over one hundred countries around the world, regional launches for the Decade as
well as other global events;

2. Commends Member States that have developed national plans that are in line with the
Global Plan for the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020,” and encourages Member
States that have not yet developed these plans to do so, paying special attention to the needs of all
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road users, in particular pedestrians, cyclists and other vulnerable road users, as well as issues
related to sustainable mobility;

3. Invites Member States that have not yet done so to nominate, as appropriate, national
focal points for the Decade of Action;

4. Calls upon Member States to implement road safety activities relating to each of the
five pillars of the Global Plan for the Decade of Action, namely, road safety management, safer
roads and mobility, safer vehicles, safer road users and post-crash response;

5. Encourages Member States that have not yet done so to adopt and implement
comprehensive national road safety legislation and regulations on the major risk factors and
improve implementation through social marketing campaigns and consistent and sustained
enforcement activities;

6.  Encourages Member States to improve and strengthen road safety data collection and
management systems through the standardization of definitions and reporting practices and
investments in multisectoral road traffic crash surveillance and analysis;

7. Encourages the implementation of new car assessment programmes in all regions of
the world in order to improve availability of consumer information about the safety performance
of motor vehicles;

8. Invites Member States to improve, where appropriate, their road management systems
and introduce road safety audits both for new construction projects as well as road safety
assessment programmes of the existing networks;

9.  Encourages Member States that have not yet done so to consider becoming
contracting parties to and to implement the United Nations road safety-related legal instruments,
as well as to consider signing and ratifying the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities,28 and further encourages States Parties to the 1949 Convention on Road Trafﬁc,29 the
1968 Convention on Road Traffic*® and the 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals,”' and to
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, to continue to implement the provisions
thereof;

10.  Encourages Member States to improve and strengthen pre-hospital, trauma and
rehabilitation care, through the adoption of a national Emergency Medical System telephone
number, capacity-building and the provision of adequate and appropriate equipment;

11.  Invites Governments to take a leading role in implementing the activities of the
Decade of Action, while fostering a multisectoral collaboration of efforts that includes academia,
the private sector, professional associations, non-governmental organizations and civil society,
including national Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, victims’ organizations and youth
organizations, and the media;

12.  Reaffirms the importance of addressing global road safety issues through international
cooperation and by strengthening collaboration between Member States and civil society to build
capacity and raise awareness in the field of road safety and to continue raising awareness through
the World Day of Remembrance for Road Traffic Victims;

13.  Requests the World Health Organization and the United Nations regional commissions,
in cooperation with other partners in the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration and other
stakeholders, to continue the activities aimed at supporting the implementation of the objectives of
the Decade of Action;

28 United Nations, 77 eaty Series, vol. 2515, No. 44910.
¥ 1bid., vol. 125, No. 1671.

3% bid., vol. 1042, No. 15705.

31 bid., vol. 1091, No. 16743.
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14.  Also requests the World Health Organization and the United Nations regional
commissions to organize activities during the second United Nations Global Road Safety Week,
within their resources and with voluntary financial assistance from stakeholders, in collaboration
with other members of the United Nations Road Safety Collaboration, to raise global, regional,
national and local awareness about road safety issues, with particular attention to vulnerable road
users;

15.  Encourages Member States, civil society and the private sector to participate in the
second United Nations Global Road Safety Week by hosting national and local events;

16. Invites Member States, international organizations, development banks and funding
agencies, foundations, professional associations and private sector companies to consider
providing adequate and additional funding to activities relating to the Decade of Action;

17.  Invites all interested relevant stakeholders to explore new and innovative funding
modalities to support and collaborate in national efforts to implement the Global Plan for the
Decade of Action, particularly in low- and middle-income countries;

18.  Takes note, in this context, of the important role of the Global Road Safety Facility, the
Road Safety Fund established by the World Health Organization and the FIA Foundation for the
Automobile and Society, the Bloomberg Philanthropies and other private and public funding
mechanisms to support the implementation of the Global Plan for the Decade of Action;

19. Invites Member States and the international community to take road safety into
consideration in the future planning of the relevant important international agendas, such as efforts
to achieve sustainable development;

20. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-eighth session the item
entitled “Global road safety crisis”, and requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly at that session on the progress made in improving global road safety.

RESOLUTION 66/261

Adopted at the 111th plenary meeting, on 29 May 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
AJ/B6/L.45 and Add.1, sponsored by: Afghanistan, Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria,
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Benin, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Canada, Chile, China, Croatia,
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon, Georgia,
Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Ireland, ltaly, Japan,
Jordan, Latvia, Lebanon, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Morocco, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, Rwanda, San Marino, Senegal, Serbia,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Switzerland, Thailand, the former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine,
United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay

66/261. Interaction between the United Nations, national parliaments and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,”> which attests to the broad and
substantive cooperation between the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union over the
past two years,

Taking note of the resolutions adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and circulated in the
General Assembly and the many activities undertaken by the organization in support of the United
Nations,

32 A/66/770.
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Taking note also of the outcome of the World Conferences of Speakers of Parliament held in
2000, 2005 and 2010, including the 2010 Declaration on Securing Global Democratic
Accountability for the Common Good,* which reaffirms the commitment of national parliaments
and the Inter-Parliamentary Union to supporting the work of the United Nations and continuing
efforts to bridge the democracy gap in international relations,

Taking into consideration the Cooperation Agreement between the United Nations and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union of 1996,** which laid the foundation for cooperation between the two
organizations,

Recalling the United Nations Millennium Declaration,”® as well as the 2005 World Summit
Outcome,” in which Heads of State and Government resolved to strengthen further cooperation
between the United Nations and national parliaments through their world organization, the Inter-
Parliamentary Union, in all fields of the work of the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolution 57/32 of 19 November 2002, in which the Inter-Parliamentary
Union was invited to participate in the work of the General Assembly in the capacity of observer,
as well as resolutions 57/47 of 21 November 2002, 59/19 of 8 November 2004, 61/6 of
20 October 2006 and 63/24 of 18 November 2008,

Recalling and further endorsing its resolution 65/123 of 13 December 2010, in which the
General Assembly, inter alia, decided to pursue a more systematic engagement with the Inter-
Parliamentary Union in organizing and integrating a parliamentary component of and contribution
to major United Nations deliberative processes and the review of international commitments,

Welcoming the annual parliamentary hearings at the United Nations, as well as other
specialized parliamentary meetings organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union in cooperation
with the United Nations in the context of major United Nations conferences and events,

Welcoming also the growing cooperation between the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the
new United Nations bodies, in particular the Peacebuilding Commission, the Development
Cooperation Forum and the Human Rights Council, in support of the shared goals of democratic
governance, national dialogue and reconciliation, respect and promotion of human rights, and
enhanced development effectiveness,

Recognizing in particular the work of the Inter-Parliamentary Union in the areas of gender
equality, the empowerment of women and combating violence against women, and the close
cooperation between the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the relevant United Nations bodies,
including the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women
(UN-Women) and the Commission on the Status of Women,

Recognizing the effective cooperation between the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women, national parliaments and the Inter-Parliamentary Union in the
organization of the national review of international commitments,

Acknowledging the role and responsibility of national parliaments in regard to national plans
and strategies, as well as in ensuring greater transparency and accountability at both the national
and global levels,

1. Welcomes the efforts made by the Inter-Parliamentary Union to provide for a greater
parliamentary contribution and enhanced support to the United Nations;

2. Encourages the United Nations and the Inter-Parliamentary Union to continue to work
closely in various fields, in particular peace and security, economic and social development,

33 A/65/289, annex I.
3 A/51/402, annex.

35 See resolution 55/2.
36 See resolution 60/1.
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international law, human rights and democracy and gender issues, bearing in mind the significant
benefits of cooperation between the two organizations, to which the report of the Secretary-
General attests;

3. Encourages the Inter-Parliamentary Union to strengthen further its contribution to the
work of the General Assembly, including its revitalization, and in relation to the process of United
Nations reform and system-wide coherence;

4.  Also encourages the Inter-Parliamentary Union to continue its efforts in mobilizing
parliamentary action towards the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals by the
target date of 2015, as well as in bringing a parliamentary contribution to the design of the next
generation of global development goals;

5. Welcomes the practice of including legislators as members of national delegations to
major United Nations meetings and events, as appropriate, and invites Member States to continue
this practice in a more regular and systematic manner;

6.  Invites Member States to further consider ways to work regularly with the Inter-
Parliamentary Union on facilitating a parliamentary component to major international processes,
along the lines of the parliamentary track of the Fourth United Nations Conference on the Least
Developed Countries, held in Istanbul, Turkey, from 9 to 13 May 2011;

7. Calls for the annual parliamentary hearing at the United Nations to be more closely
linked to major United Nations processes, including the preparation of global conferences, so as to
help to inform such deliberations from a parliamentary perspective;

8. Encourages the Inter-Parliamentary Union to provide a parliamentary contribution to
the United Nations human rights treaty body system and to the Human Rights Council, along the
lines of the cooperation developed in recent years between the Inter-Parliamentary Union, the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and national parliaments whose
countries are under review;

9.  Invites UN-Women to work closely with the Inter-Parliamentary Union in such areas
as the empowerment of women, institutional gender mainstreaming, support to parliaments in
promoting gender-sensitive legislation, combating violence against women and the implementation
of relevant United Nations resolutions;

10.  Encourages the Inter-Parliamentary Union to further assist in developing closer
cooperation between the United Nations and parliaments at the national level, including in terms
of strengthening parliamentary capacities, reinforcing the rule of law and helping to align national
legislation with international commitments;

11.  Calls upon United Nations country teams to develop a more structured and integrated
manner of working with national parliaments, inter alia, by involving parliaments in consultations
on national development strategies and on development aid effectiveness;

12.  Encourages the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to avail
themselves more systematically of the unique expertise of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and its
member parliaments in strengthening parliamentary institutions, particularly in countries emerging
from conflict and/or in the transition to democracy;

13.  Calls for a regular annual exchange between the United Nations System Chief
Executives Board for Coordination and the senior leadership of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,
with a view to building greater coherence in the work of the two organizations, maximizing
parliamentary support for the United Nations and helping to forge a strategic partnership between
the two organizations;

14.  Recommends that a new Cooperation Agreement between the United Nations and the
Inter-Parliamentary Union be drawn up, so as to reflect progress and developments over the past
sixteen years;
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15.  Decides, in recognition of the unique role of national parliaments in support of the
work of the United Nations, to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-eighth session the
item entitled “Interaction between the United Nations, national parliaments and the Inter-
Parliamentary Union”, and invites the Secretary-General to submit a report under this item.

RESOLUTION 66/262

Adopted at the 111th plenary meeting, on 29 May 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/B6/L.47 and Add.1, sponsored by: Albania, Andorra, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Belize,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Denmark, Ecuador, Estonia, Finland, France, Gabon,
Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Jordan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Montenegro,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Poland, Portugal,
Republic of Korea, Romania, Samoa, San Marino, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Uganda, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian
Republic of), Zambia

66/262. Report of the International Criminal Court
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 65/12 of 23 November 2010 and all its previous relevant resolutions,

Recalling also that the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court’’ reaffirms the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Reiterating the historic significance of the adoption of the Rome Statute,

Emphasizing that justice, especially transitional justice in conflict and post-conflict societies,
is a fundamental building block of sustainable peace,

Convinced that ending impunity is essential if a society in conflict or recovering from
conflict is to come to terms with past abuses committed against civilians affected by armed
conflict and to prevent such abuses in the future,

Acknowledging the fact that the International Criminal Court has achieved considerable
progress in its analyses, investigations and judicial proceedings in various situations and cases
which were referred to it by States parties to the Rome Statute and by the Security Council, and
which the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court has initiated proprio motu, in accordance
with the Rome Statute,

Recalling that effective and comprehensive cooperation and assistance in all aspects of its
mandate by States, the United Nations and other international and regional organizations remain
essential for the International Criminal Court to carry out its activities,

Expressing its appreciation to the Secretary-General for providing effective and efficient
assistance to the International Criminal Court in accordance with the Relationship Agreement
between the United Nations and the International Criminal Court,3 8

Acknowledging the Relationship Agreement as approved by the General Assembly in its
resolution 58/318 of 13 September 2004, including paragraph 3 of the resolution, with respect to
the payment in full of expenses accruing to the United Nations as a result of the implementation of
the Relationship Agreement,39 which provides a framework for continued cooperation between

37 United Nations, 77 eaty Series, vol. 2187, No. 38544.
* Ibid., vol. 2283, No. 1272.
% Atticles 10 and 13 of the Relationship Agreement.
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the International Criminal Court and the United Nations, which could include the facilitation by
the United Nations of the Court’s field activities, and encouraging the conclusion of supplementary
arrangements and agreements, as necessary,

Noting the need for funding of expenses related to investigations or prosecutions of the
International Criminal Court, including in connection with situations referred to the Court by the
Security Council,

Welcoming the continuous support given by civil society to the International Criminal Court,

Recognizing the role of the International Criminal Court in a multilateral system that aims to
end impunity, establish the rule of law, promote and encourage respect for human rights and
achieve sustainable peace, in accordance with international law and the purposes and principles of
the Charter,

Expressing its appreciation to the International Criminal Court for providing assistance to
the Special Court for Sierra Leone,

1. Welcomes the report of the International Criminal Court for 2010/11;*

2. Welcomes the States that have become parties to the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court”’ in the past year, and calls upon all States in all regions of the world that are not
yet parties to the Rome Statute to consider ratifying or acceding to it without delay;

3. Welcomes the States parties as well as States not parties to the Rome Statute that have
become parties to the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal
Court,*" and calls upon all States that have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to that
Agreement;

4.  Calls upon States parties to the Rome Statute that have not yet done so to adopt
national legislation to implement obligations emanating from the Rome Statute and to cooperate
with the International Criminal Court in the exercise of its functions, and recalls the provision of
technical assistance by States parties in this respect;

5. Welcomes the cooperation and assistance provided thus far to the International
Criminal Court by States parties as well as States not parties, the United Nations and other
international and regional organizations, and calls upon those States that are under an obligation to
cooperate to provide such cooperation and assistance in the future, in particular with regard to
arrest and surrender, the provision of evidence, the protection and relocation of victims and
witnesses, and the enforcement of sentences;

6.  Recalls article 3 of the Relationship Agreement™ according to which, with a view to
facilitating the effective discharge of their respective responsibilities, the United Nations and the
International Criminal Court shall cooperate closely, whenever appropriate, with each other and
consult each other on matters of mutual interest pursuant to the provisions of the Relationship
Agreement and in conformity with the respective provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations and the Rome Statute, as well as the need to respect each other’s status and mandate,42
and requests the Secretary-General to include information relevant to the implementation of
article 3 of the Relationship Agreement in his report to be submitted pursuant to paragraph 11 of
the present resolution;

7.  Emphasizes the importance of cooperation with States that are not parties to the Rome
Statute;

8. Invites regional organizations to consider concluding cooperation agreements with the
International Criminal Court;

0 See A/66/309.
! United Nations, 77 eaty Series, vol. 2271, No. 40446.
2 Atticle 2, paragraph 3, of the Relationship Agreement.
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9. Recalls that, by virtue of article 12, paragraph 3, of the Rome Statute, if the acceptance
of a State which is not a party to the Rome Statute is required under article 12, paragraph 2, of the
Rome Statute, that State may, by declaration lodged with the Registrar of the International
Criminal Court, accept the exercise of jurisdiction by the Court with respect to the crime in
question;

10.  Encourages all States parties to take the interests, needs for assistance and mandate of
the International Criminal Court into account when relevant matters are being discussed in the
United Nations;

11. Emphasizes the importance of the full implementation of all aspects of the
Relationship Agreement, which forms a framework for close cooperation between the two
organizations and for consultation on matters of mutual interest pursuant to the provisions of that
Agreement and in conformity with the respective provisions of the Charter and the Rome Statute,
as well as the need for the Secretary-General to inform the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh
session of the expenses incurred and reimbursements received by the United Nations in
connection with assistance provided to the International Criminal Court;

12.  Recalls the referrals of situations to the International Criminal Court already made by
the Security Council, and also invites all States to consider contributing voluntarily to the bearing
of expenses related to investigations or prosecutions of the Court, including in connection with
situations referred to the Court by the Council, in accordance with the modalities for such
contributions established by the Registrar of the Court;

13.  Expresses its appreciation for the work undertaken by the International Criminal Court
liaison office to United Nations Headquarters, and encourages the Secretary-General to continue
to work closely with that office;

14.  Encourages States to contribute to the Trust Fund established for the benefit of victims
of crimes within the jurisdiction of the International Criminal Court and the families of such
victims, and acknowledges with appreciation contributions made to that Trust Fund thus far;

15.  Recalls that, at the Review Conference of the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court, which was convened and opened by the Secretary-General and held in Kampala
from 31 May to 11 June 2010, States parties reaffirmed their commitment to the Rome Statute and
its full implementation, as well as its universality and integrity, and that the Review Conference
undertook a stocktaking exercise of international criminal justice, considering the impact of the
Rome Statute on victims and affected communities, peace and justice, complementarity and
cooperation, called for the strengthening of the enforcement of sentences, adopted amendments to
the Rome Statute to expand the jurisdiction of the Court to cover three additional war crimes when
committed in armed conflicts not of an international character, adopted amendments to the Rome
Statute to define the crime of aggression and to establish conditions under which the Court could
exercis%jurisdjction with respect to that crime, and decided to retain article 124 of the Rome
Statute;

16.  Acknowledges the report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization,**
in which it was stated that, following the success of the ninth session of the Assembly of States
Parties to the Rome Statute, efforts towards universality had yielded positive results;

17.  Takes note of the decision of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court at its tenth session, while recalling that, according to article 112,
paragraph 6, of the Rome Statute, the Assembly of States Parties shall meet at the seat of the Court
or at United Nations Headquarters, to hold its eleventh session in The Hague," looks forward to

4 See International Criminal Court, document RC/11.
* Official Records of the General Assembly, Sixty-sixth Session, Supplement No. 1 (A/66/1).

4 See resolution ICC-ASP/10/Res.5 of the Assembly of States Parties to the Rome Statute of the International
Criminal Court.
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the eleventh session, which is to be held from 14 to 22 November 2012, and requests the
Secretary-General to provide the necessary services and facilities in accordance with the
Relationship Agreement and resolution 58/318;

18.  Encourages the widest possible participation of States in the Assembly of States
Parties, invites States to contribute to the Trust Fund for the participation of least developed
countries, and acknowledges with appreciation contributions made to that Trust Fund thus far;

19.  Invites the International Criminal Court to submit, in accordance with article 6 of the
Relationship Agreement, a report on its activities for 2011/12, for consideration by the General
Assembly at its sixty-seventh session.

RESOLUTION 66/281

Adopted at the 118th plenary meeting, on 28 June 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
AJ/B6/L.48/Rev.1, submitted by the President of the General Assembly

66/281. International Day of Happiness
The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 65/309 of 19 July 2011, which invites Member States to pursue the
elaboration of additional measures that better capture the importance of the pursuit of happiness
and well-being in development with a view to guiding their public policies,

Conscious that the pursuit of happiness is a fundamental human goal,

Recognizing the relevance of happiness and well-being as universal goals and aspirations in
the lives of human beings around the world and the importance of their recognition in public
policy objectives,

Recognizing also the need for a more inclusive, equitable and balanced approach to
economic growth that promotes sustainable development, poverty eradication, happiness and the
well-being of all peoples,

1. Decides to proclaim 20 March the International Day of Happiness;

2. Invites all Member States, organizations of the United Nations system and other
international and regional organizations, as well as civil society, including non-governmental
organizations and individuals, to observe the International Day of Happiness in an appropriate
manner, including through education and public awareness-raising activities;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to bring the present resolution to the attention of all
Member States, organizations of the United Nations system and civil society organizations for
appropriate observance.

RESOLUTION 66/282

Adopted at the 120th plenary meeting, on 29 June 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/B6/L.53, submitted by the President of the General Assembly

66/282. The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy Review
The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy, contained in General
Assembly resolution 60/288 of 8 September 2006, and recalling Assembly resolution 64/297 of
8 September 2010, which called for, inter alia, an examination in two years of progress made in
the implementation of the Strategy and for consideration to be given to updating it to respond to
changes, as provided for in those resolutions,
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Recalling the pivotal role of the General Assembly in following up the implementation and
the updating of the Strategy,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 66/10 of 18 November 2011, and noting with
appreciation that the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre has initiated its activities and will
contribute to strengthening the United Nations counter-terrorism efforts,

Renewing its unwavering commitment to strengthening international cooperation to prevent
and combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,

Reaffirming that terrorism cannot and should not be associated with any religion, nationality,
civilization or ethnic group,

Recognizing that international cooperation and any measures taken by Member States to
prevent and combat terrorism must fully comply with their obligations under international law,
including the Charter of the United Nations, in particular the purposes and principles thereof, and
relevant international conventions and protocols, in particular human rights law, refugee law and
international humanitarian law,

Convinced that the General Assembly is the competent organ, with universal membership, to
address the issue of international terrorism,

Mindful of the need to enhance the role of the United Nations and the specialized agencies,
within their mandates, in the implementation of the Strategy,

Underlining the fact that the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force should continue
to carry out its activities within the framework of its mandate, with policy guidance offered by
Member States through interaction with the General Assembly on a regular basis,

Recognizing the role that victims of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations can play,
including in countering the appeal of terrorism, and emphasizing the need to promote international
solidarity in support of victims of terrorism and to ensure that victims of terrorism are treated with
dignity and respect,

Reaffirming the need to address the conditions conducive to the spread of terrorism,

1. Reiterates its strong and unequivocal condemnation of terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations, committed by whomever, wherever and for whatever purposes, as it constitutes
one of the most serious threats to international peace and security;

2. Reaffirms the United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy and its four pillars,
which constitute an ongoing effort, and calls upon Member States, the United Nations and other
appropriate international, regional and subregional organizations to step up their efforts to
implement the Strategy in an integrated and balanced manner and in all its aspects;

3. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General entitled “United Nations Global
Counter-Terrorism Strategy: activities of the United Nations system in implementing the
99,46

Strategy™;

4. Also takes note of the measures that Member States and relevant international, regional
and subregional organizations have adopted within the framework of the Strategy, as presented in
the report of the Secretary-General and at the third biennial review of the Strategy, on 28 and
29 June 2012, all of which strengthen cooperation to fight terrorism, including through the
exchange of best practices;

5. Reaffirms the principal responsibility of Member States to implement the Strategy,
while further recognizing the need to enhance the important role that the United Nations,
including the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, plays, in coordination with other
international, regional and subregional organizations, as appropriate, in facilitating and promoting
coordination and coherence in the implementation of the Strategy at the national, regional and

4 A/66/762.
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global levels and in providing assistance, upon request by Member States, especially in the area of
capacity-building;

6.  Affirms the importance of the integrated and balanced implementation of all pillars of
the Strategy, recognizing the importance of redoubling efforts for even attention to and
implementation of all the pillars of the Strategy;

7. Recognizes the principal responsibility of Member States to implement the Strategy,
while encouraging the further elaboration and development of national, subregional and regional
plans, as appropriate, to support the implementation of the Strategy;

8. Encourages civil society, including non-governmental organizations, to engage, as
appropriate, in efforts to enhance the implementation of the Strategy, including through interaction
with Member States and the United Nations system;

9.  Calls upon Member States and the United Nations entities involved in supporting
counter-terrorism efforts to continue to facilitate the promotion and protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, as well as due process and the rule of law, while countering terrorism;

10.  Recognizes the work done and efforts made by the relevant United Nations bodies and
entities and other international, regional, and subregional organizations aimed at supporting,
recognizing and protecting the rights of victims of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations,
and urges them to step up their efforts to provide, upon request, technical assistance for building
the capacity of Member States in the development and implementation of programmes of
assistance and support for victims of terrorism;

11.  Calls upon States that have not done so to consider becoming parties in a timely
manner to the existing international conventions and protocols against terrorism, and upon all
States to make every effort to conclude a comprehensive convention on international terrorism,
and recalls the commitments of Member States with regard to the implementation of General
Assembly and Security Council resolutions relating to international terrorism;

12.  Notes with appreciation the continued contribution of United Nations entities and
subsidiary bodies of the Security Council to the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force;

13. Underlines, in that regard, the importance of greater cooperation among United
Nations entities and of the work of the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force to ensure
overall coordination and coherence in the counter-terrorism efforts of the United Nations system,
as well as the need to continue promoting transparency and to avoid duplication in their work;

14.  Recognizes the continued need to enhance the visibility and effectiveness of United
Nations counter-terrorism activities and ensure greater cooperation, coordination and coherence
among United Nations entities, with a view to maximizing synergies, promoting transparency and
greater efficiencies and avoiding duplication of their work;

15.  Takes note of the proposal of the Secretary-General in paragraphs 123 and 124 of his
report™ concerning the creation of a United Nations counter-terrorism coordinator and invites him
to provide Member States with greater detail on this proposal, and expresses a desire to consider
this issue further in a timely manner;

16.  Reaffirms the need for enhanced dialogue among the counter-terrorism officials of
Member States to promote international, regional and subregional cooperation and wider
dissemination of knowledge of the Strategy in order to counter terrorism, and in that regard recalls
the role of the United Nations system, in particular the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task
Force, in promoting international cooperation and capacity-building as elements of the Strategy;

17. Recognizes the role of the regional organizations, structures and strategies in
combating terrorism, and encourages them to consider using best practices developed by other
regions in their fight against terrorism, as appropriate, taking into account their specific regional
and national circumstances;
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18.  Emphasizes that tolerance and dialogue among civilizations and the enhancement of
interfaith and intercultural understanding are among the most important elements in promoting
cooperation and success in combating terrorism, and welcomes the various initiatives to this end;

19.  Expresses its concern at the increasing use, in a globalized society, by perpetrators of
terrorist acts of new information and communications technologies;

20. Expresses concern at the increase in incidents of kidnapping and hostage-taking with
the aim of raising funds or gaining political concessions;

21.  Encourages all Member States to collaborate with the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Centre and to contribute to the implementation of its activities within the Counter-
Terrorism Implementation Task Force;

22. Notes with appreciation the activities undertaken in the area of capacity-building by
United Nations entities, including the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force, in
coordination with other relevant international, regional and subregional organizations to assist
Member States, upon their request, in implementing the Strategy, and encourages the Task Force
to ensure focused delivery of capacity-building assistance, including in the framework of the
Integrated Assistance for Countering Terrorism Initiative;

23.  Recognizes the need to continue to take measures to prevent and suppress the
financing of terrorism, and in this regard encourages United Nations entities to cooperate with
Member States and to continue to provide assistance, upon their request, in particular, to help them
to fully implement their respective international obligations to combat the financing of terrorism;

24.  Calls for the enhanced engagement of Member States with the work of the Counter-
Terrorism Implementation Task Force;

25.  Requests the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force to continue its positive
efforts in interacting with Member States, and further requests the Task Force to continue to
provide quarterly briefings and to provide a periodic workplan for the Task Force, including the
activities of the United Nations Counter-Terrorism Centre;

26. Encourages all relevant international, regional and subregional organizations and
forums involved in the fight against terrorism to cooperate with the United Nations system and
Member States in supporting the Strategy, noting recent initiatives in this regard;

27.  Underlines the importance of enhancing counter-terrorism efforts undertaken by all
relevant United Nations agencies and bodies in accordance with their existing mandates, and
encourages the Counter-Terrorism Implementation Task Force to continue its collaboration with
those agencies and bodies;

28. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-eighth
session, no later than April 2014, a report on progress made in the implementation of the Strategy,
which could contain suggestions for its future implementation by the United Nations system, as
well as on progress made in the implementation of the present resolution;

29. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-eighth session the item
entitled “The United Nations Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy” in order to undertake, by June
2014, an examination of the report of the Secretary-General requested in paragraph 28 above, as
well as the implementation of the Strategy by Member States, and to consider updating the
Strategy to respond to changes.

RESOLUTION 66/283

Adopted at the 121stplenary meeting, on 3 July 2012, by a recorded vote of 60 to 15, with
82 abstentions,* on the basis of draft resolution A/66/L.50, sponsored by Georgia

* In favour: Albania, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Canada, Comoros, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominica, Estonia, Finland, France,
Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Grenada, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Liberia,
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Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malawi, Maldives, Malta, Marshall Islands, Micronesia (Federated
States of), Monaco, Montenegro, New Zealand, Norway, Palau, Poland, Portugal, Republic of Moldova,
Romania, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, San Marino, Sierra Leone, Slovakia, Slovenia,
Somalia, South Sudan, Spain, Sweden, Tuvalu, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,
United States of America, Vanuatu

Against: Armenia, Cuba, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, Lao People’s Democratic Republic,
Myanmar, Nauru, Nicaragua, Russian Federation, Serbia, SrilLanka, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic,
Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), Viet Nam, Zimbabwe

Abstaining: Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia
(Plurinational State of), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei Darussalam, Burkina Faso,
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chile, China, Colombia, Congo, Costa Rica, Céte d'lvoire, Cyprus,
Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Fiji, Guatemala, Guinea, Guyana,
Haiti, Honduras, India, Indonesia, Israel, Jamaica, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Libya,
Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Nepal, Nigeria, Oman,
Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, Qatar, Republic of Korea, Samoa,
Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Solomon Islands, South Africa, Suriname, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Thailand, the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Timor-Leste, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda,
United Arab Emirates, United Republic of Tanzania, Uruguay, Zambia

66/283. Status of internally displaced persons and refugees from Abkhazia, Georgia,
and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, Georgia

The General Assembly,

Recalling all its relevant resolutions on the protection of and assistance to internally
displaced persons, including its resolutions 62/153 of 18 December 2007, 62/249 of 15 May 2008,
63/307 of 9 September 2009, 64/162 of 18 December 2009, 64/296 of 7 September 2010 and
65/287 of 29 June 2011,

Recalling also all relevant Security Council resolutions on Georgia relating to the need for
all parties to work towards a comprehensive peace and the return of internally displaced persons
and refugees to their places of origin, and stressing the importance of their full and timely
implementation,

Recognizing the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement’’ as the key international
framework for the protection of internally displaced persons,

Concerned by forced demographic changes resulting from the conflicts in Georgia,

Concerned also by the humanitarian situation caused by armed conflict in August 2008,
which resulted in the further forced displacement of civilians,

Mindful of the urgent need to find a solution to the problems related to forced displacement
in Georgia,

Underlining the importance of the discussions that commenced in Geneva on 15 October
2008 and of continuing to address the issue of the voluntary, safe, dignified and unhindered return
of internally displaced persons and refugees on the basis of internationally recognized principles
and conflict-settlement practices,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General concerning the implementation of
resolution 65/287,48

1. Recognizes the right of return of all internally displaced persons and refugees and their
descendants, regardless of ethnicity, to their homes throughout Georgia, including in Abkhazia and
the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia;

4T E/CN.4/1998/53/Add 2, annex.
48 A/66/813.
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2. Stresses the need to respect the property rights of all internally displaced persons and
refugees affected by the conflicts in Georgia and to refrain from obtaining property in violation of
those rights;

3. Reaffirms the unacceptability of forced demographic changes;

4.  Underlines the urgent need for unimpeded access for humanitarian activities to all
internally displaced persons, refugees and other persons residing in all conflict-affected areas
throughout Georgia;

5. Calls upon all participants in the Geneva discussions to intensify their efforts to
establish a durable peace, to commit to enhanced confidence-building measures and to take
immediate steps to ensure respect for human rights and create favourable security conditions
conducive to the voluntary, safe, dignified and unhindered return of all internally displaced
persons and refugees to their places of origin;

6.  Underlines the need for the development of a timetable to ensure the voluntary, safe,
dignified and unhindered return of all internally displaced persons and refugees affected by the
conflicts in Georgia to their homes;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its sixty-seventh
session a comprehensive report on the implementation of the present resolution;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-seventh session the item
entitled “Protracted conflicts in the GUAM area and their implications for international peace,
security and development”.

RESOLUTION 66/284

Adopted at the 121st plenary meeting, on 3 July 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/66/L.51 and Add.1, sponsored by: Australia, Belgium, Chile, China, Dominican Republic, Equatorial
Guinea, India, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mexico, Morocco, Poland

66/284. International Year of Crystallography
The General Assembly,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/67 of 25 July 1980 on international
years and anniversaries and General Assembly resolutions 53/199 of 15 December 1998 and
61/185 of 20 December 2006 on the proclamation of international years,

Recognizing that humankind’s understanding of the material nature of our world is
grounded, in particular, in our knowledge of crystallography,

Stressing that education about and the application of crystallography are critical in
addressing challenges such as diseases and environmental problems, by providing protein and
small molecule structures suited for drug design essential for medicine and public health, as well
as solutions for plant and soil contamination,

Considering that the impact of crystallography is present everywhere in our daily lives, in
modern drug development, nanotechnology and biotechnology, and underpins the development of
all new materials, from toothpaste to aeroplane components,

Considering also the significance of the scientific achievements of crystallography, as
illustrated by twenty-three Nobel Prizes awarded in the area, and that crystallography is still fertile
ground for new and promising fundamental research,

Considering further that 2014 marks the centenary of the beginning of modern crystallography
and its identification as the most powerful tool for structure determination of matter,

Being aware that 2014 provides an opportunity to promote international collaboration as
part of the sixty-fifth anniversary of the founding of the International Union of Crystallography,
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Noting the broader welcome by the crystallographic community worldwide of the idea of
2014 being designated as the International Year of Crystallography,

Recognizing the leading role of the International Union of Crystallography, an adhering
body of the International Council for Science, in coordinating and promoting crystallographic
activities at the international, regional and national levels around the world,

1. Decides to proclaim 2014 the International Year of Crystallography;

2. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, mindful
of the provisions of the annex to Economic and Social Council resolution 1980/67, to facilitate
implementation of the International Year of Crystallography, in collaboration with Governments,
the International Union of Crystallography and its associated organizations throughout the world,
relevant organizations of the United Nations system, the International Council for Science, as well
as other relevant non-governmental organizations, also invites the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization to keep the General Assembly informed of progress made in
this regard, and stresses that the costs of all activities that may arise from the implementation of
the present resolution above and beyond activities currently within the mandate of the lead agency
should be met from voluntary contributions, including from the private sector;

3. Encourages all Member States, the United Nations system and all other actors to take
advantage of the International Year of Crystallography to promote actions at all levels aimed at
increasing awareness among the public of the importance of crystallography and promoting
widespread access to new knowledge and to crystallography activities.

RESOLUTION 66/285

Adopted at the 121st plenary meeting, on 3 July 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/B6/L.52 and Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Belarus, Belgium,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt,
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Guatemala, Guyana, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Malta, Montenegro, Nicaragua, Norway, Philippines, Poland,
Portugal, Republic of Korea, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Slovakia,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Thailand, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey,
Uruguay, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of)

66/285. Support by the United Nations system of the efforts of Governments to promote
and consolidate new or restored democracies

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 49/30 of 7 December 1994, 50/133 of 20 December 1995, 51/31 of
6 December 1996, 52/18 of 21 November 1997, 53/31 of 23 November 1998, 54/36 of
29 November 1999, 55/43 of 27 November 2000, 56/96 of 14 December 2001, 56/269 of
27 March 2002, 58/13 of 17 November 2003, 58/281 of 9 February 2004, 60/253 of 2 May 2006,
61/226 of 22 December 2006, 62/7 of 8 November 2007 and 64/12 of 9 November 2009,

Recalling also the declarations and plans of action of the six international conferences of
new or restored democracies, adopted in Manila in 1988," Managua in 1994,°° Bucharest in
1997,”' Cotonou in 2000, Ulaanbaatar in 2003 and Doha in 2006,

* A/43/538, annex.
50 A/49/713, annexes I and I1.
31 A/52/334, annex, appendix.
%2 A/55/889, annex.
53 A/58/387, annexes I and I1.
>* A/61/581, annex.
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Reaffirming the Charter of the United Nations, including the principles and purposes
contained therein, and recognizing that human rights, the rule of law and democracy are
interlinked and mutually reinforcing and that they belong to the universal and indivisible core
values and principles of the United Nations,

Stressing that democracy, development and respect for all human rights and fundamental
freedoms are interdependent and mutually reinforcing,

Reaffirming that democracy is a universal value based on the freely expressed will of people
to determine their own political, economic, social and cultural systems and their full participation
in all aspects of their lives,

Reaffirming also that, while democracies share common features, there is no single model of
democracy and that democracy does not belong to any country or region, and reaffirming further
the necessity of due respect for sovereignty, the right to self-determination and territorial integrity,

Bearing in mind that the activities of the United Nations carried out in support of efforts of
Governments to promote and consolidate democracy are undertaken in accordance with the
Charter and only at the specific request of the Member States concerned,

Mindful of the central role of parliaments and the active involvement of civil society
organizations and media and their interaction with Governments at all levels in promoting
democracy, freedom, equality, participation, development, respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms and the rule of law,

Noting the role of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance in
support of the New or Restored Democracies Movement,

Noting also the establishment of the International Day of Democracy on 15 September, as
noted in resolution 62/7, which was celebrated for the first time in 2008,

1. Tukes note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General;”

2. Encourages Governments to strengthen national programmes devoted to the
promotion and consolidation of democracy, including through increased bilateral, regional and
international cooperation, taking into account innovative approaches and best practices;

3. Invites Member States, the relevant organizations of the United Nations system, other
intergovernmental organizations, national parliaments, including in collaboration with the Inter-
Parliamentary Union and other parliamentary organizations, and non-governmental organizations
to contribute actively to the follow-up process of the international conferences of new or restored
democracies;

4.  Invites all Member States, organizations of the United Nations system, regional and
intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental organizations and individuals to continue to
commemorate the International Day of Democracy in an appropriate manner that contributes to
raising public awareness;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take the necessary measures, within
existing resources, for the observance by the United Nations of the International Day of
Democracy;

6.  Urges the Secretary-General to continue to improve the capacity of the Organization to
respond effectively to the requests of Member States by providing sustainable assistance for
building national capacity and adequate support for their efforts to achieve the goals of good
governance and democratization, including through the activities of the United Nations
Democracy Fund,

55 A/66/353.
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7. Also urges the Secretary-General to continue efforts to improve coherence and
coordination among United Nations initiatives in the area of democracy assistance, including
interactions with all stakeholders, in order to ensure that democracy assistance is more effectively
integrated into the work of the Organization;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to examine options for strengthening the support
provided by the United Nations system for the efforts of Member States to consolidate democracy
and achieve good governance;

9.  Also requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to the General Assembly at its
sixty-eighth session on the implementation of the present resolution;

10.  Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its sixty-eighth session the item
entitled “Support by the United Nations system of the efforts of Governments to promote and
consolidate new or restored democracies”.

RESOLUTION 66/286

Adopted at the 122nd plenary meeting, on 23 July 2012, without a vote, on the basis of draft resolution
A/66/L.40/Rev.1 and Add.1, sponsored by: Algeria (on behalf of the States Members of the United
Nations that are members of the Group of 77 and China), Australia, Croatia, Cyprus, Estonia, Finland,
France, Israel, ltaly, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Montenegro, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Slovenia, Spain,
Sweden, Ukraine

66/286. New Partnership for Africa’s Development: progress in implementation
and international support

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 57/2 of 16 September 2002 on the United Nations Declaration on the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development,

Recalling also its resolution 57/7 of 4 November 2002 on the final review and appraisal of
the United Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s and support for the
New Partnership for Africa’s Development and resolutions 58/233 of 23 December 2003, 59/254
of 23 December 2004, 60/222 of 23 December 2005, 61/229 of 22 December 2006, 62/179 of
19 December 2007, 63/267 of 31 March 2009, 64/258 of 16 March 2010 and 65/284 of 22 June
2011 entitled “New Partnership for Africa’s Development: progress in implementation and
international support”,

Recalling further the 2005 World Summit Outcome,’® including the recognition of the need
to meet the special needs of Africa, and recalling also its resolution 60/265 of 30 June 2006,

Recalling the political declaration on Africa’s development needs, adopted at the high-level
meeting on Africa’s development needs on 22 September 2008,

Recalling also the High-level Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly on the Millennium
Development Goals and its outcome document,” including the recognition that more attention
should be given to Africa, especially to those countries most off track to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals by 2015,

Bearing in mind that African countries have primary responsibility for their own economic
and social development and that the role of national policies and development strategies cannot be
overemphasized, and bearing in mind also the need for their development efforts to be supported

%6 See resolution 60/1.
57 See resolution 63/1.
58 See resolution 65/1.
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by an enabling international economic environment, and in this regard recalling the support given
by the International Conference on Financing for Development to the New Partnership,”

Emphasizing that a favourable national and international environment for Africa’s growth
and development is important for progress in the implementation of the New Partnership,”

Stressing the need to implement all commitments by the international community regarding
the economic and social development of Africa,

1. Welcomes the ninth consolidated report of the Secretary-General;®'
2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on a monitoring mechanism to
review commitments towards Africa’s development needs;

3. Reaffirms its full support for the implementation of the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development;”

4. Reaffirms its commitment to the full implementation of the political declaration on
Africa’s development needs,”” as reaffirmed in the Doha Declaration on Financing for Development,
adopted as the outcome document of the Follow-up International Conference on Financing for
Development to Review the Implementation of the Monterrey Consensus, held in Doha from
29 November to 2 December 2008;

5. Recognizes the progress made in the implementation of the New Partnership as well as
regional and international support for the New Partnership, while acknowledging that much needs
to be done in its implementation;

6.  Takes note of the Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS: Intensifying Our Efforts to
Eliminate HIV and AIDS, adopted at the high-level meeting on HIV/AIDS on 10 June 2011,%
and takes note of the declaration of the extraordinary summit meeting of the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the Organization of African Unity on HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and
other related infectious diseases, held in Abuja from 24 to 27 April 2001 ;65

7. Recognizes that HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other infectious diseases pose
severe risks for the entire world, in particular the African continent, and serious challenges to the
achievement of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium
Development Goals;

8. Reaffirms the resolve to provide assistance for prevention, treatment and care, with the
aim of ensuring an HIV/AIDS-, malaria- and tuberculosis-free Africa by addressing the needs of
all, in particular the needs of women, children and young people, and the urgent need to scale up
significantly efforts towards achieving the goal of universal access to comprehensive HIV/AIDS
prevention programmes, treatment, care and support in Afiican countries, to accelerate and
intensify efforts to expand access to affordable and quality medicines in Africa, including
antiretroviral drugs, by encouraging pharmaceutical companies to make drugs available, and to
ensure strengthened global partnership and increased bilateral and multilateral assistance, where
possible on a grant basis, to combat HIV/AIDS, malaria, tuberculosis and other infectious diseases
in Africa through the strengthening of health systems;

See Report of the International Conference on Financing for Development, Monterrey, Mexico,
18-22 March 2002 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.02.1.A.7), chap. I, resolution 1, annex.

50 A/57/304, annex.

T A/66/202.

52 A/65/165.

83 Resolution 63/239, annex.

64 Resolution 65/277, annex.

% See Organization of African Unity, document OAU/SPS/ABUJA/3.
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9.  Takes note of the recently signed memorandum of understanding between the New
Partnership and the Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS on strategic collaboration to
advance sustainable responses to HIV, health and development across the African continent;

10. Invites development partners to continue to assist African countries in their efforts to
strengthen national health systems, including by providing skilled health personnel, reliable health
information and data, research infrastructure and laboratory capacity, and to expand surveillance
systems in the health sector, including support for the efforts to prevent, protect against and
combat outbreaks of diseases, including of neglected tropical diseases, and in this context
reiterates its support for the Kampala Declaration and Agenda for Global Action and follow-up
conferences to respond to the serious health workforce crisis in Aftica;

11.  Stresses the importance of improving maternal and child health, and in this regard
welcomes the declaration of the African Union summit on maternal, infant and child health and
development, held in Kampala from 19 to 27 July 2010 and acknowledges the Campaign on
Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa;

12.  Expresses deep concern about the ongoing adverse impacts of the global financial and
economic crisis, volatile energy and food prices and ongoing concerns over food security, as well
as the increasing challenges posed by climate change, drought, land degradation, desertification
and the loss of biodiversity, and the serious challenges these impacts pose to the fight against
poverty and hunger, which could pose serious additional challenges to the achievement of the
internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals,
particularly in Africa;

13.  Expresses grave concern that Africa is among the hardest hit by the impact of the
world financial and economic crisis, recognizes that, while global growth is returning, there is a
need to sustain the recovery, which is fragile and uneven, and therefore reaffirms the need to
continue to support the special needs of Africa and take action to mitigate the multidimensional
impacts of the crisis on the continent;

14.  Notes that the rapid economic growth of some developing countries has had a positive
impact on the efforts of the African continent to restore growth, despite the fact that those
developing countries continue to face development challenges;

15. Expresses concern at Africa’s disproportionately low share in the volume of
international trade, which stands at approximately 3 per cent, also expresses concern that, despite
an overall increase in the nominal volume and share of official development assistance to Africa,
such assistance will likely rise by just 1 per cent a year in real terms, compared to the average
13 per cent rate of growth over the past three years, and further expresses concern at the increased
debt burden of some African countries, the rising unemployment rate and the fall in capital inflows
to the continent as a result of the world financial and economic crisis, which have a negative
impact on the hard-earned socioeconomic and political gains that Africa has achieved in recent
years;

16. Notes that foreign direct investment is a major source of financing for development,
and in this regard calls upon developed countries to continue to devise source-country measures to
encourage and facilitate the flow of foreign direct investment, inter alia, through the provision of
export credits and other lending instruments, risk guarantees and business development services;

17.  Calls upon developing countries and countries with economies in transition to
continue their efforts to create a domestic environment conducive to attracting investments by,
inter alia, achieving a transparent, stable and predictable investment climate with proper contract
enforcement and respect for property rights;

18.  Reaffirms the need to enhance the voice and participation of developing countries,
including African countries, in international economic decision-making and norm-setting, notes
recent steps being taken in this regard, and emphasizes in this context the need to avoid further
marginalization of the African continent;
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|
Actions by African countries and organizations

19.  Welcomes the progress made by African countries in fulfilling their commitments in
the implementation of the New Partnership to deepen democracy, human rights, good governance
and sound economic management, and encourages African countries, with the participation of
stakeholders, including civil society and the private sector, to continue their efforts in this regard
by developing and strengthening institutions for governance, creating an environment conducive
to involving the private sector, including small and medium-sized enterprises, in the New
Partnership implementation process, developing public-private partnerships for financing
infrastructure projects and attracting foreign direct investment for the development of the region;

20. Also welcomes the collaboration between the African Private Sector Forum and the
United Nations Global Compact, and encourages the strengthening of this partnership in
conjunction with the African Union Commission in support of the development of the African
private sector and the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals, in line with the
relevant executive decisions of the African Union;

21.  Further welcomes the full integration of the New Partnership into the African Union
structures and processes and the establishment of its Planning and Coordinating Agency as a
technical body of the African Union, and in this regard recognizes the need for African countries
to continue to coordinate, in accordance with their respective national strategies and priorities, all
types of external support in order to effectively integrate such assistance into their development
processes;

22.  Notes with appreciation the efforts exerted by the African Union and the regional
economic communities in the area of economic integration, as well as ongoing efforts by the
African Union in the operationalization of the provision contained in General Assembly
resolutions 59/213 of 20 December 2004, 61/296 of 17 September 2007 and 63/310 of
14 September 2009, and stresses the key role of the United Nations system in supporting the
African Union in the social, economic and political fields and in the area of peace and security;

23.  Recognizes the important role that African regional economic communities can play in
the implementation of the New Partnership, and in this regard encourages African countries and
the international community to give regional economic communities the support necessary to
strengthen their capacity;

24. Welcomes the decision by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Aftican Union, at its eighteenth ordinary session, on 29 and 30 January 2012, to strengthen intra-
African trade,”® which plays an important role in promoting economic growth and development,
and calls upon the United Nations system and development partners to support the efforts of
African countries, the African Union and regional economic communities to enhance intra-
African trade;

25.  Also welcomes the commendable progress that has been achieved in implementing the
African Peer Review Mechanism, in particular the completion of the peer review process in
fourteen countries, and welcomes the progress in implementing the national programmes of action
resulting from those reviews, and in this regard urges African States that have not yet done so to
consider joining the Mechanism process and to strengthen the Mechanism process for its efficient
performance;

26. Welcomes and appreciates the continuing and increasing efforts of African countries in
mainstreaming a gender perspective and the empowerment of women in the implementation of
the New Partnership;

% See African Union, document Assembly/AU/Dec.394 (XVIII).
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27. Welcomes the outcome document of the United Nations Conference on Sustainable
Development, concluded in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, on 22 June 2012, entitled “The future we

want”,*” as an important input for further work in achieving the development needs of Africa;

28.  Encourages Aftrican countries to accelerate the achievement of the objective of food
security in Africa, welcomes the commitment made by African leaders to raise the share of
agriculture and rural development in their budget expenditures and ensure better governance to
effectively manage the resources allocated, and in this regard reaffirms its support for, inter alia,
the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Programme and the outcome of the post-
Abuja meeting of the International Technical Committee of the Food Security Summit, held in
Addis Ababa in May 2007,

29. Also encourages African countries to strengthen and expand local and transit
infrastructure and to continue sharing best practices with a view to strengthening regional
integration, and in this regard notes with appreciation the work of the high-level subcommittee of
the African Union on the Presidential Infrastructure Champion Initiative, which seeks to further
strengthen the development of infrastructure on the African continent in collaboration with
relevant development partners;

30. Further encourages African countries to design a coordinated and comprehensive
continent-wide communications and outreach strategy to further enhance public awareness of the
objectives and goals of the New Partnership;

1
Response of the international community

31. Welcomes the efforts by development partners to strengthen cooperation with the New
Partnership;

32.  Also welcomes the various important initiatives established between African countries
and their development partners, as well as other initiatives, emphasizes the importance of
coordination in such initiatives on Africa and the need for their effective implementation, and in
this regard recognizes the important role that North-South, South-South and triangular cooperation
can play in supporting Africa’s development efforts, including in the implementation of the New
Partnership, while bearing in mind that South-South cooperation is not a substitute for but rather a
complement to North-South cooperation;

33.  Urges continued support of measures to address the challenges of poverty eradication
and hunger, job creation and sustainable development in Africa, including, as appropriate, debt
relief, improved market access, support for the private sector and entrepreneurship, fulfilment of
commitments on official development assistance and increased flows of foreign direct investment,
and transfer of technology on mutually agreed terms;

34. Expresses deep concern about the negative effects of desertification, land degradation
and drought on the African continent and, in particular, the critical situation in the Sahel and the
Horn of Africa region, which are experiencing one of the worst droughts in history, and underlines
the need for short-, medium- and long-term measures, as well as the effective implementation of
the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa,”® including its ten-year strategic
plan and framework to enhance the implementation of the Convention (2008-2018),” to address
the situation;

67 Resolution 66/288, annex.

88 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 1954, No. 33480.
59 A/C.2/62/7, annex.
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35.  Recognizes that Africa, which contributes the least to climate change, is one of the
regions most vulnerable and most exposed to its adverse impacts, and in this regard calls upon the
international community, in particular developed countries, to continue to support Africa in its
adaptation and sustainable development efforts through, inter alia, the transfer and deployment of
technology, capacity-building and the provision of adequate and predictable new resources, in line
with existing commitments;

36. Reiterates the important role of trade as an engine of sustained, inclusive and equitable
economic growth and sustainable development, in particular its contribution to boosting job
creation, given high youth unemployment in Africa, and to the attainment of the Millennium
Development Goals, emphasizes the need to resist protectionist tendencies and to rectify any
trade-distorting measures already taken that are inconsistent with World Trade Organization rules,
while recognizing the right of countries, in particular developing countries, to fully utilize their
flexibilities consistent with their commitments and obligations as members of the World Trade
Organization, and recognizes that the early and successful conclusion of the Doha Round of trade
negotiations with a balanced, ambitious, comprehensive and development-oriented outcome
would provide much-needed impetus to international trade and contribute to economic growth and
development;

37. Also reiterates the need for all countries and relevant multilateral institutions to
continue efforts to enhance coherence in their trade policies towards African countries, and
acknowledges the importance of efforts to fully integrate African countries into the international
trading system and to build their capacity to compete through such initiatives as aid for trade and,
given the world economic and financial crisis, the provision of assistance to address the
adjustment challenges of trade liberalization;

38. Notes the holding in Geneva on 18 and 19 July 2011 of the Third Global Review of
Aid for Trade, which was aimed at reviewing progress achieved and identifying additional
measures needed to support the developing and least developed countries in building their supply
and export capacities, and stresses the need to implement aid-for-trade commitments;

39. Calls for a comprehensive and sustainable solution to the external debt problems of
African countries, and recognizes the important role, on a case-by-case basis, of debt relief,
including debt cancellation, as appropriate, the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Initiative and
debt restructuring, as debt crisis prevention and management tools for mitigating the impact of the
world financial and economic crisis in developing countries;

40. Welcomes the efforts of some developed countries which are on target to meet the
commitments made in terms of increased official development assistance;

41. Expresses deep concern at the fact that the commitment to double aid to Africa by
2010, as articulated at the Summit of the Group of Eight held at Gleneagles from 6 to 8 July 2005,
was not entirely reached, and in this regard stresses the need to make rapid progress in order to
fulfil the Gleneagles and other donors’ substantial commitments to increase aid through a variety
of means;

42. Underlines the fact that the fulfilment of all official development assistance
commitments is crucial, including the commitments by many developed countries to achieve the
target of 0.7 per cent of gross national product for official development assistance to developing
countries by 2015, as well as the target of 0.15to 0.20 per cent of gross national product for
official development assistance to least developed countries, and urges developed countries that
have not yet done so to fulfil their commitments for official development assistance to developing
countries;

43.  Considers that innovative mechanisms of financing can make a positive contribution
towards assisting developing countries in mobilizing additional resources for financing for
development on a voluntary basis and that such financing should supplement and not be a
substitute for traditional sources of financing, and, while highlighting the considerable progress on
innovative sources of financing for development achieved to date, stresses the importance of
scaling up present initiatives and developing new mechanisms, as appropriate;
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44. Welcomes the increasing efforts to improve the quality of official development
assistance and increase its development impact, recognizes the Development Cooperation Forum
of the Economic and Social Council, notes other initiatives, such as the high-level forums on aid
effectiveness, which produced, inter alia, the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, the Accra
Agenda for Action” and the Busan Partnership for Effective Development Cooperation, which
make important contributions to the efforts of the countries that have made commitments to them,
including 