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1. The item "Declaration on the denuclearizaticn of Africa’ was included on the
agenda of the twentieth session of Lhe General Assembly on the baslis of a reguest
contained in a letter to the Secretary-General, dated 14 September 1965, by the

permanent representatives of Algeria, Burundi, Camercon, the Central African

Republic, Chad, Congo (Brazzaville), Dahomey, Ethicpia, Gezbon, Ghana, Guinea,

Ivory Coast, Kenya, Iiberia, Iibya, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mzuritania, Morocco,

Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Zeone, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia,

Uganda, the United Arab Republic, the United Republie of Tanzania, Upper Volta
and Zembia (A/5975).

2. 4t its 160th meeting, on 24 Septeunber 1965, the Generzsl Committee recommended
the inclusion of the item in the agenda and ite allocation teo the First Committee
(4/59%9). 4% ite 1336th meeting on 2L Septewmber 1965, the Generzl Assembly
approved the recommendation of the General Committee and referred the item to

the First Committee for consideration and report (A/5991/Rev.l).

A At its 135Lkth meeting, on 15 October 1265, the First Committee decided to
congider the item "Declaration on the denuclearization of Africa' as the third
item on its agenda (A/C.1/9CC). At its 1381let meeting, on 23 November, at the
request of the sponsors of the item, the Committee decided toc discugs the item
after the fourth item on its agenda, "Urgent need for suspension of nuclear and

therronuclear tests".
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L. At the 1337Tth meeting, on 25 Hovember, a draft resoluticn was submitted by

Camercen, the Central African Republic, Congo (Brazzaville)j Lahomey, Ethiopia,

Ghana, Guines, Heuya, ~iberia, Morocco, Viger, Nigeria, Ryanda, Senegal, Somalia,

Sudan, Togo, Ugandz, the United Arab Republic, the United Republic of Tanzania

and Zewbla (A/C.1/L.346). The draft resclution was subsequently co-sponsored by

Burundi, Chad, Gakon, “ibya, Malawi, Mali and Tunisia. By the draft resolution

the Cenersl Assembly would: (1) veaffirm its resolution 1652 (XVI) in which 1t
called upon all States to respect the conbinent of Africa as & nuclear-frees Zone ;
(2) endorse the declaration of the Heads of States or Government of African
countries on the denuclearization of Africa; (3) call upen =1l States to respect
and abide by the aforementioned declaration; (4) call upcn all States to refrain
from the use, or the threat of use, of nuclear weapons on the African continent;
{5) calr upon all States to refrain Trom testing, manufacturing, acquiring, using
or deploying nuclear weapons in the continent of Afriecs or taking any action which
would compel African States to take similar action; (&) urse those States
possessing nuclear weapons and capability not to transfer nuclear weapons,
scilentific dsta or technological assisbance to the naticnal control of any State
which may be vsed to asgsist such States in the manufzcture or use of nueclear
vezpons in Africa; (7) express the hope that the African States will initiate
studies s they deew appropriate with s view to implementing the denuclearization
of Africa, and will tske the nscessary weasures through the Creanization of
African Unity tc achieve this end; (8) urge the African States to keep the United
Hations informed of any further developments. in this regerd; and (9) reguest the
Secretary-Gensral to extend Lo the Organizetion of African Unity such facilities
and assistance as may be reguested in order to achieve the ainmg of this resolution.
5. AL The 1390th meeting, on %0 Noveumber, the sponsors submitted a revised draft
resolution (A/C.l/Ln5H6/Rev.l) wodifying operative paragrazhs 1 and 5. In
paragraph 1 of the revised draft, the Ceneral Asgenbly would reaffirm its call

upon all States to resepcet the continent of Afriea as a nuclesr-free zone. In

ol
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operative paragraph 6, the phrase "either dirsctly or indirectly, in any forn" was
ingserted, so that the General Liggenbly would urge those States possessing nucisesr
weanons and capability not to trensfer cuclear weapons, scientific data or

technological assistance to the nationszl control of any States, either directly or
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indirectly, in any form which might be used to assist such States i1n the
manufacture or use of nuclear weapons in Africa.

6. At the 1391st meeting, on 1 Decenber, the spongors accepted a suggestion by
the representative of Mexico Lo delete the word "acquiring" after the word
"manufacturing” in cperative paragraph 5 and to add the phrase "acquiring such
weapons' after the words "of Africa” in the same paragraph. The General Agsembly
would thus call upon 2ll States to refrain from testing, menulacturing, using

or deploying nuclear wespeong in the continent of Africa, acquiring such weapcens
or taking any action which would compel African States To take similar acticn
(A/C.1/L. 346 /Rev.2) .

7. At the same meeting, Portugal requested a separate vote on operative
paragraphs 2, 7 and 9 of the draft resolution but, after objections were raised,
did not press the request.

8. At its 1392nd meeting, on 1 December, the First Committee adopted the
twenty-elght-Power revised draft resolufion (A/C.l/1h5h6/Rev.2) by & roll-call

vote of 105 to none, with 3 abstentions. The voting was as follows:

in Tavour: Afghanistan, Algeria, Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Bolivia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Burma, Burundi, Byelorussian Soviet
Soccialist Republic, Camercon, Canada, Central African Republic,
Ceylen, Chad, Chile, China, Colombia, Conge (Brazzaville),
Conge {Demoecratic Republic of), Costa Rica, Cuba, Cyprus,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador,
El Salvador, Ethiopia, Finland, Gsbon, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala,
Guinea, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Iran, Iraq, Ireland,
Israel, Ttaly, Ivory Coast, Jaméica, Japan, Jordan, Kenya,
Kuwait, laos, Lebanon, ILiberia, Iibya, Luxembourg, Madagascar,
Malawi, Malaysis, Mali, Malta, Mexico, Mongolia, Morocco, Nepal,
Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Niger, Nigeria, Norway,
Pakistan, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Fhilipplnes, Poland, Romania,
Rwanda, Saudi Arabla, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Spain,
Sudan, Sweden, Syria, Thailand, Toge, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Ugands, Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic,
Union of Soviet Sccialist Republics, United Arab Republic,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern iIreland, United
Republic of Tanrania, United States of America, Upper Volta,
Urugunay, Venezuels, Yemen, Yugoslavia.

Against: None.
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The representative of Dahaomey stated after the vote that had he been present ai

the time of the voting he would have voted in favour of the draft resclution.

RECCMMENDATTON OF THE FIRST CCMMITTEE

Q. The Firast Cormittee therefore recommends to the General Assembly the adeoption

of the following draft resolution:

Declaration on the denuclearizaticn of Africa

The Generzl Assembly,

Believing in the vital necessity of saving contempcrary and fubure generations
from the scourge of a nuclear war,

Recalling its resoclution 1652 (XVI) of 2L November 1961, which called upon all
Member States to refrain from testing, storing or transporting nuclear weapons in
Africa and to consider and respect the continent zs & denuclearized zcne,

Recalling its resolution 2028 (XX) of 19 Novenber 1965 on the ncn-proliferation
of nuclear weapons,

Observing that proposals for ithe establishment of denuclearized zones in
various other areas of the world have zlgo met with general approval,

Convinced that the denuclearization of various areas of the world would help
to achieve the desired goal of prohibiting the use cof nuclear weapcns,

Congidering that the Heads of African States and Govermment, at the first
regular session of the Organization of African Unity, held at Cairc from 17 {o
21 July 1964, issued a solemn declaration on the denuclearization of Afriea in
which they announced theilr readiness to undertake, in an internaticnal treaty to
be concluded under the ausplces of the United Natlons, not to manufacture or
acquire control of nuclear weapons,

Noting that this declaration on the denuclearization of Africa was endoreed
by the Heads of Btate or Goverrnment of the Non-Aligned Countries in the declaration
issued at the close of their second Conference, at Cairo, on 10 Octcober 196h,

Recognizing that the denuclearization of Africa would be & practical step
towards the prevention of the further spread of nuclear weapecns in the world and
towards the achievement of general and complete digarmament and of the objectives

of the United Nations,
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1. Reaffirms its call upon all States to respect the continent of Africa asg
a nuclear-free zone;
2. Endorses the declaration of the Heads of State and Goverhment oi African
zountries on the denuclearization of Africa;
% Calls upon all States to respect and ebide by the aforementicried

declaration;

. Calls upon all 3tates to refrain from the use, or the threat of use, of
nuclear weapcens on the African continent;

5. Calls upon all States to refrain from testing, manufacturing, using or
deploying nuclear weapons on the continent of Africa, and frem acquiring such
weapons or taking any action which would compel African States to take similar
action;

6. Urges those States possessing nuclear weapons and capability not to
transfer nuclear weapons, scientific data or technological assistance to the
naticnal control of any State, either directly or indirectly, in any form which
may be used to assist such States in the manufacture or use of nuclear weapons in
Africa;

7. Expresses the hope that the African States will initiate studies, as

they deem appropriate, with a view to implementing the denuclearization of Africa,
and take the necessary measures through the Organization of African Unity to
achieve this end:

8. Urges the African States to keep the United Nalions informed of any
further develeopments in this regard;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to extend to the Organization of African
Unity such facilities and assistance as may be requested in order to achieve the

aims of the present resclufion.





