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Summary

The fourth annual progress report shows that despite improved economic
performance, extreme poverty appears to be decreasing in very few of the least
developed countries (LDCs) and increasing in many. In unprecedented reversal of
historical trends, life expectancy is declining in several LDCs, most affected by
HIV/AIDS and civil strife. Other social indicators, including gender equality, are
improving owing to the donor direct support to the social sectors but remain the
lowest in the world. The report concludes that very few LDCs can meet goals and
targets of the Brussels Programme of Action, if current trends persist.

The report shows that fast population growth, rapid urbanization,
environmental degradation and HIV/AIDS aggravate extreme poverty in LDCs.
Climate change is emerging as a new challenge to sustainable development of the
LDCs, in particular those in Africa and the small islands.
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The report calls for continued commitment and renewed energy of LDCs and
their development partners to the implementation of the Programme of Action. It
recommends that LDCs integrate the objectives, goals and targets of the Programme
of Action into their Millennium Development Goals-based national development
strategies and calls on their development partners to support those strategies through
the common country assessment/United Nations Development Assistance Fund and
poverty reduction strategy papers processes. Those integrated investment and
operational frameworks must be underpinned by a bottom-up and needs-based
assessment and supported by a number of “quick-win” interventions.
The report emphasizes that keeping promises on aid, debt relief, market access
and technical assistance is crucial for breaking the poverty trap of LDCs and for
maintaining the credibility of the Programme of Action designed as a framework of
partnership between LDCs and their development partners.
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Introduction

1. The present report is submitted in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 59/244 of 22 December 2004 and resolution 2005/44 of 27 July 2005 of
the Economic and Social Council, in which the Secretary-General was requested to
submit an annual progress report on the implementation of the Programme of Action
of the Least Developed Countries for the Decade 2001-2010," adopted at the Third
United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries in Brussels in May
2001, in an analytical and results-oriented way by placing emphasis on concrete
results and indicating the progress achieved in its implementation.

2. The present report follows the structure of the Brussels Programme of Action
and reviews progress in its implementation by its contribution to progress of least
developed countries (LDCs) towards achieving international development targets, as
stipulated in the Programme of Action.

3. The list of indicators used for measuring progress of LDCs and their
development partners on the international development goals and targets contained
in the Brussels Programme of Action is provided in annex | to the report.

4. While the report makes an assessment of performance of the LDCs group as a
whole, there are inevitable and sometimes wide variations in performance among
individual countries. The performance of individual LDCs is reflected in annex Il to
the report, which provides country-specific statistical data. Those data have been
compiled from international sources which, in turn, are based on national sources.
Full citations to the sources are provided at the bottom of each table.

5. The Brussels Programme of Action requires that the assessment includes
measuring progress in graduation from the list of LDCs. Graduation from LDC
status falls under the purview of the Committee for Development Policy, a
subsidiary body of the Economic and Social Council, which comprises independent
experts who review the list of LDCs every three years and make recommendations
for inclusion in, or graduation from, the list of LDCs.

6. In 2004, the General Assembly took note of the recommendation of the
Committee for Development Policy to graduate two LDCs.? Cape Verde is currently
in the transition to graduation in 2007, while the commencement of the three-year
smooth transition period for the graduation of Maldives, severely hit by a tsunami in
December 2004, has been deferred for three years until 1 January 2008. In the 2006
triennial review, the Committee recommended that Papua New Guinea be included*
and that Samoa be graduated from the list of LDCs. The Committee also found that
Equatorial Guinea, Kiribati, Tuvalu and Vanuatu were eligible for graduation. In
accordance with the established procedures, they will be considered for graduation
at the next triennial review. A further seven LDCs were found to meet one of the
three graduation criteria. The 2006 review concluded, however, that 36 LDCs failed
to meet any of the criteria for graduation, a reflection of their slow progress in
development.®
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Implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action

Commitment 1
Fostering a people-centred policy framework

7.  Accelerated, sustained and inclusive growth is indispensable for poverty
reduction and sustainable growth in the LDCs. To achieve the objective of halving
the proportion of people living in poverty and hunger by 2015, the Brussels
Programme of Action set the goals of reaching a minimum 7 per cent per annum
growth of gross domestic product (GDP) and a minimum 25 per cent ratio of
investment to GDP for LDCs by 2010.

8. During the period 2001-2004, the average annual growth rate of the real
(constant price) GDP of the LDCs was 5.5 per cent, compared to 4.4 per cent in the
period 1996-2000 and 2.2 per cent in the period 1991-1995. Faster growth was
fuelled in many LDCs by increased demand and prices for commodities and was
mainly concentrated in the mining and oil sectors. Despite the overall improvement,
only five countries met the target of annual growth rate of 7 per cent since the
adoption of the Programme of Action, including three countries that benefited from
oil sector development and one that experienced a strong post-conflict, aid-driven
recovery after a long period of negative growth. A further 15 LDCs achieved
average growth of over 5 per cent during the period 2001-2004, but in six countries
GDP has fallen since 2000. Annual real per capita GDP in LDCs grew much slower
than total GDP owing to fast population growth. It increased only from US$ 288 in
1990 to $339 in 2003.

9. Data for 2003-2004 indicate that 14 LDCs have already met the investment
target and that the investment ratio is 20 per cent or above in a further 11 countries.
In 11 LDCs the investment rate remains below 15 percent, however (see annex II,
table 1).

10. Economic growth in the LDCs does not appear to have led to meaningful
reductions in poverty. In 9 of the 17 LDCs for which recent international
comparable data are available, over 50 per cent of the population subsists on less
than $1 purchasing power parity (PPP) per day. Trend data relating to this
benchmark are available for only 12 LDCs. Three of those countries (Burkina Faso,
Ethiopia, and Mauritania) have achieved a significant reduction in poverty since the
first half of the 1990s, but eight others have experienced increases in poverty.
Poverty has remained unchanged but very high in the remaining country (see annex
11, table 2).

11. Some progress has been achieved in most LDCs in reducing the proportion of
people suffering from hunger, but rates of undernourishment remain high and are
above 41 per cent or higher in 10 LDCs. Most LDCs seem unlikely to meet the
Millennium Development Goals target of halving, by 2015, the proportion of people
who suffer from hunger (ibid.).

12. Civil conflict, extreme poverty, inadequate nutrition and HIV/AIDS combined
have produced the unprecedented result of a decline in life expectancy since 1990 in
one fifth of the LDCs, all of which are in Africa. Life expectancy in all LDCs in
other regions increased between 1990-1995 and 2000-2005, in some cases
significantly but remains below 50 years (ibid.). Nonetheless, owing to a very high
fertility rate, the population of the LDCs has increased from 522 million people in
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1990 to 741 million people in 2004 and to an estimated 759 million in 2005 (see
annex 1, table 1).

13. Originally designed as debt-relief tools, poverty reduction strategy papers
(PRSPs) have been increasingly seen as the main operational and investment
framework and the primary strategic vehicle for countries to tackle poverty and
hunger and to reach the international development goals, including those contained
in the Millennium Declaration. As of 28 February 2006, two thirds of all LDCs had
prepared PRSPs, with Benin and Uganda having prepared the drafts of their second.
Several other LDCs had prepared one or more progress reports on the
implementation of their PRSPs.

14. At the 2005 World Summit, world leaders reaffirmed the Millennium
Declaration and resolved to “adopt, by 2006, and implement national development
strategies to achieve the internationally agreed development goals and objectives,
including the Millennium Development Goals”.® The United Nations Development
Group Action Plan (2006-2008) is aimed at assisting 60 developing countries,
including the LDCs, to prepare or modify national development strategies based on
the Millennium Development Goals. Some LDCs are already preparing PRSPs
based on the Millennium Development Goals, while others are modifying their

PRSPs in order to achieve the Goals.

Commitment 2
Good governance at the national and international levels

15. Peace and security are necessary to achieve poverty reduction and sustainable
development. Conflicts take a heavy toll on human lives and have a devastating
impact on the economy and development efforts. Studies show that the incidence of
conflicts in low-income countries is higher than in middle-income countries and
much higher than in high-income countries, making LDCs particularly prone to
conflict. While worldwide the number of conflicts has decreased dramatically since
1990, half of the conflicts in the last 15 years erupted in the LDCs.’

16. The Brussels Programme of Action calls upon the LDCs to pursue national
policies and strategies to promote confidence-building and conflict prevention and,
in countries affected by war, to promote peaceful settlements of disputes,
reconciliation and post-conflict peacebuilding.

17. The Comprehensive Peace Agreement, signed in Nairobi on 9 January 2005
between the Government of the Republic of the Sudan and the Sudan People’s
Liberation Army, has raised the prospects for national reconciliation, the restoration
of law and order, the return of refugees and displaced persons, and, ultimately,
restoration of development in the country. More than a year later, however, the
security situation in the Sudan remains precarious and its tensions with
neighbouring Chad threaten peace and stability in the region.

18. Tensions between Eritrea and Ethiopia have grown as a result of unresolved
issues, in particular the stalemate in the demarcation process under the 2002
decision of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission.

19. Elsewhere, there have been some positive developments: the return of the
transitional federal government to Somalia; national elections in Burundi; a return to
peace in the Central African Republic; the constitutional referendum in the
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Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) that paved the way to national and
provincial elections; presidential and parliamentary elections in Haiti; and
presidential elections in Liberia which led to the election of the first female African
Head of State.

20. Women gained 27 per cent in the Upper House and 22 per cent in the Lower
House of the Parliament of Afghanistan. In provincial councils, Afghan women have
secured 29 per cent of membership. As part of its commitment to the Bonn process,
Afghanistan adopted a five-year National Drug Control Strategy and developed the
National Development Strategy aimed at poverty reduction, employment generation,
improvement of social services, infrastructure, agriculture and rural development
and private sector development. Its “Justice for All” reform is aimed at establishing
a fair and transparent justice system, including the reconstruction and reform of the
correctional system and strengthening the rule of law.

21. Post-conflict LDCs face enormous challenges in their transition to peace and
can relapse into conflict within five years if they do not receive timely and adequate
aid and policy advice.® Ironically, aid to post-conflict countries tends to decrease
precisely when it could become effective for building the foundations for long-term
development. At the same time, post-conflict countries often have difficulty in
absorbing large amounts of development aid and demonstrating strong governance
performance often required to qualify for external development assistance.’

Commitment 3
Building human and institutional capacities

22. Direct donor support to the social sector has resulted in positive changes on
several social indicators of LDCs. Thus, most of LDCs for which data are available
are making progress towards universal primary enrolment and most LDCs improved
gender equality in primary education. Gender disparities increase with the level of
education, however; data for 21 LDCs show high gender disparity in secondary
education, with girls exceeding boys in six countries. There is even higher disparity
in tertiary education, with girls’ enrolment being less than half that of boys in more
than 50 per cent of the countries (see annex I, table 4.A).

23. Data on adult literacy in the LDCs is sparse, but the target of 50 per cent adult
literacy improvement by 2015 has been met or is likely to be met for women in 26
of 33 LDCs with data. For men, the target has been, or is likely to be, met in only 10
of 32 LDCs with trend data (see annex Il, table 4.B).

24. Very high infant and under-five child mortality persist in one third of the LDCs
as a result of severe malnutrition, diseases, including HIV/AIDS, and conflicts.
According to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), 11 out of 20 countries
with the highest under-five mortality rates in the world have experienced major
armed conflict since 1990. All those 11 countries are LDCs.

25. Four LDCs (Cape Verde, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu) have already
met the goal of reducing the infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births and
a further 13 are making substantial progress to meeting that goal by the target date
of 2015. A further 18 LDCs are making some progress in that direction but there is
minimal progress or reversals in the 15 remaining LDCs (see annex Il, table 3).
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26. Three LDCs (Cape Verde, Samoa and Vanuatu) have already met the target of
reducing the under-five morality rate below 45 per 1,000 live births and a further 13
are making substantial progress towards that target. Twenty other LDCs are making
progress but seem unlikely to meet the target by 2015 while the remaining 14 LDCs
are lagging even further behind (ibid.).

27. Maternal mortality in the LDCs remains the highest (890 deaths per 100,000
live births) in the world and is very high or high in 45 of these countries. Despite
the magnitude of the problem and the fact that solutions are available, only five
LDCs (Cape Verde, Maldives, Samoa, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu) are close to
achieving the target of reducing maternal mortality by three quarters by 2015.

28. Insufficient care during pregnancy and delivery is largely responsible for
maternal and child mortality. Ironically, the LDCs with the highest fertility rates
(just under 5 children per woman) have the lowest rates of skilled care at delivery.
Only about one third of all deliveries in the LDCs are attended by skilled personnel,
compared to 59 per cent in other developing countries. Seven LDCs have a skilled
attendance rate of over 85 per cent and a further 17 LDCs have skilled attendance
rates of over 50 per cent and may be able to meet the target of universal coverage by
2015. A significant breakthrough is needed, however, to reach that goal in the
remaining 26 countries (ibid.).

29. Some improvement has been achieved in antenatal care coverage. Among 45
LDCs for which data are available, 35 should be able to meet the target of universal
antenatal care by skilled health personnel. Rapid expansion of service delivery is
needed to make significant progress towards the goal in the remaining countries
(ibid.).

30. Policies aimed at reducing population growth have resulted in progress in the
use of contraceptives in 21 of the 25 LDCs with trend data, although rates remain
low in many cases. HIV/AIDS prevention policies, including information/education
campaigns, have also contributed to increased condom use.

31. Data suggest that, although the rate of new HIV/AIDS cases (3.2 per cent) in
the most affected LDCs remains the highest in the world, it has begun to decline
slightly as a result of HIV/AIDS prevention policies and programmes over the past
10 years. With the expansion of HIVV/AIDS programmes, deaths are also declining
so that the prevalence rate may stabilize or even decrease in the future. Significant
investments in HIV/AIDS prevention and treatment are needed, however, to
consolidate this emerging trend (see annex I1, table 6).

32. The prevalence of tuberculosis (TB) and TB-related death rates has declined
substantially in some LDCs but has remained high, and even increased, in the
majority of countries. Much of the increase is the result of HIV/AIDS infection
which weakens the human immune system (see annex 11, table 7).

33. There has been a reduction in malaria prevalence in 15 LDCs but deterioration
in 13 among 30 LDCs with trend data. Deaths from malaria occur mainly in Central
Africa and in Myanmar, with very high (2,000 and over) deaths in 10 LDCs and a
high number (500-1,999) of deaths in 9 among 33 LDCs with data during the period
2000-2003. Twenty-three out of 30 LDCs for which data are available are now able
to treat at least 25 per cent of children with fever with anti-malarial drugs. Progress
in the use of insecticide-treated nets has been slow but they have been successfully
introduced in 11 LDCs (ibid.). Remarkably, Tanzania has started production of the
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bed nets, causing the price to drop from $15 to $2 per net and their use of ITNs in
some districts to increase from 2 to 25 per cent.'°

34. Data suggest significant improvement in access to potable water: 58 per cent
of the population in LDCs has access to improved water. Disparities remain,
however, between rural and urban areas. In urban areas, 45 LDCs have already met,
or seem likely to meet, the target for access to improved water by 2015, but little
progress has been observed in the remaining 5 countries. In contrast, there has been
almost no change in the extent of access to improved water in rural areas (see annex
I, table 8).

35. Some improvement has been achieved in the access to improved sanitation.
Twenty-one LDCs seem likely to achieve the sanitation target in urban areas and 16
LDCs in rural areas but there has been little progress in the remainder (ibid.).

36. Because of extreme poverty, rapid population and urbanization growth, poor
housing and urban policies, the number of people living in slum conditions in the
LDCs is increasing by almost 5 per cent annually; more than double the rate in other
developing countries. Nearly 140 million people in LDCs or a quarter of their urban
population live in poor housing conditions.

37. Despite some improvements, social indicators of LDCs remain the lowest in
the world. These countries have the highest infant, child and maternal mortality rate,
the highest HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria incidence and prevalence rates, the lowest
school enrolment and adult literacy rates, the highest fertility and population growth
rates, the highest undernourishment and extreme poverty rates, the shortest life
expectancy at birth and the poorest housing conditions.

Commitment 4
Building productive capacities to make globalization work
for the least developed countries

38. The Brussels Programme of Action emphasizes that the capacity of LDCs to
accelerate growth and sustainable development is impeded by their structural and
supply-side constraints, including low productivity. Among the critical factors
required to enhance productive capacity, it mentions stable macroeconomic
conditions, a conducive legal and regulatory framework, adequate institutional,
physical and social infrastructure and a vibrant private sector.

39. Some 72 per cent of the population of the LDCs lives in rural areas and 69 per
cent of the population depends on agriculture for their employment, income and
food security. This concentration in rural areas makes agriculture and rural
development ideal targets for poverty reduction in the LDCs.

40. Despite the importance of agriculture for their economies, the LDCs have
moved from being net agricultural exporters to net agricultural importers as the
share of agricultural exports has declined and agricultural imports, mostly food,
have almost tripled in their total imports. Price spikes and drought have increased
food insecurity in food-importing LDCs and make them spend a large proportion of
their foreign exchange earnings on the purchase of food. Large expenditures on
imports of food reduce the ability of the LDCs to pay for other essential imports and
may raise their external debt. Furthermore, they may undermine their long-term
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development by diverting resources from investment in the diversification of
agriculture and in rural development and from social sectors.

41. The share of processed products in the agricultural exports of the LDCs has
increased slightly but lack of access to agricultural technology, weak human and
institutional capacity and lack of access to credit and market information hamper
further agricultural diversification and undermine the competitiveness of the LDCs
in international markets for agricultural products. Official development assistance
(ODA) to agriculture in the LDCs has been falling in relative terms and the private
sector has not filled the gap; foreign direct investment in agriculture is almost non-
existent. The situation is exacerbated by the highly volatile international markets for
agricultural products and by the agricultural subsidies of the developed countries.*!

42. The Programme of Action underscores that reliable physical infrastructure “is
essential for efficient operation of existing productive assets and enterprises,
attracting new investment, and assuring meaningful economic development” of the
LDCs. To that end, it recommended that road and railway connections in LDCs
should be increased to the level of other developing countries by 2010.

43. Data from 32 LDCs suggest that road length has been increased by at least 20
per cent since 1990 in 13 countries, but that there was a decline in road length in
6 countries in that period. At the same time, the proportion of roads that are paved
remains very low. Railways are also limited in relation to the population and
geographical size of almost all LDCs; only 4 LDCs (Democratic Republic of the
Congo, Mozambique, the Sudan and United Republic of Tanzania) report the
extensive use of railways for freight (see annex 11, table 10).

44. The Programme of Action also recommends modernizing and expanding ports
and airports and their ancillary facilities by 2010 to enhance the trading capacities
of the LDCs. It is not possible to assess progress on port facilities and their use in
the LDCs owing to the lack of standardized indicators. Air service is very limited in
most LDCs and both air freight and aircraft departures are declining (ibid.).

45. In 2003-2004, only four LDCs had met or were expected to meet the target of
five telephone lines per 1,000 inhabitants by 2010; very few of the remaining LDCs
were expected to meet that target, despite the progress achieved since 1990. Taking
main lines and cellular subscribers together, in all but two LDCs with data, access
per 100 population has at least doubled and, in many, increased by three to fivefold
from 2000 to 2004. Eight LDCs had 10 or more lines per 100 population in 2003-
2004 and 10 more LDCs are in a position to reach that level soon. Acceleration in
17 other LDCs can put them on track to the target but the prospects for the
remaining 14 countries are less promising, despite strong growth in the number of
cellular subscribers (see annex 11, table 9).

46. In 2000, there were only seven LDCs with one or more Internet connections
per 100 population. Since then, the number of Internet users has grown by 3 to 10
times or more in most LDCs although Internet users are still below 1 per 100 in half
the LDCs (ibid.).

47. Post offices, especially in rural areas, play an important role in LDCs where
they are used not only for post but also financial services (payment of public
utilities bills, taxes and money transfers, etc.) and provide access to information.
Efficient and affordable financial services and international money transfers
provided by post offices can stimulate social and economic development and
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contribute to poverty reduction in LDCs. However, data show that, in all but 8 of 47
LDCs for which data are available, access to postal services has been steadily
declining since 1990 (ibid.).

Commitment 5
Enhancing the role of trade in development

48. Despite the importance of trade for growth and sustainable development, the
share of the LDCs in world trade remained marginal in 2004: less than 0.7 per cent,
including oil exports but only slightly above 0.3 per cent if oil exports are excluded.
The value of the exports of oil-exporting LDCs grew by over 50 per cent in 2004,
far more rapidly than that of manufacture- and mineral-exporting LDCs. Although
LDCs accounted only for 0.4 per cent of world exports of services in 2004, trade in
services accounted for more than half of total export earnings in such countries as
Ethiopia, Maldives, Myanmar, Nepal, Senegal and the United Republic of Tanzania.

49. The United States of America and the European Union remain the major export
markets for the LDCs, but 38 per cent of LDC exports in 2004 were absorbed by
developing countries. China alone accounted for 18 per cent of all LDC exports. At
the 2005 World Summit, China announced that it would grant duty-free access to
certain products from the 39 LDCs with which it has diplomatic relations. Similarly,
at the sixth World Trade Organization (WTO) Ministerial Conference held in Hong
Kong, China, in December 2005, Brazil and India also announced duty- and quota-
free market access for products from LDCs.

50. A further important step was the establishment by the sixth WTO Ministerial
Conference of a date of 2008 or no later than the implementation period for the start
of duty-free and quota-free market access for all LDC exports, although it was
agreed that the target would be only 97 per cent of products of LDCs for those
developed countries which are not in a position to do so. Considerable effort and
strong political will, will be needed, however, to achieve the WTO goals by the
agreed date since duty-free market access for products originating in LDCs has
increased by only 2 percentage points from 1996 to 2004.

51. Within the total, the average tariffs of developed countries on imports of
agricultural goods, clothing and textiles from LDCs have declined consistently since
1996, reaching 3.4 per cent, 2.5 per cent and 1.5 per cent, respectively, in 2004."
Recognizing that tariff and non-tariff barriers, notably rules of origin and product
standards, are serious obstacles to market entry for LDCs, the sixth WTO
Ministerial Conference called on developed countries “to ensure that preferential
rules of origin applicable to imports from LDCs are transparent and simple and
contribute to facilitating market access”.*?

52. Supply-side constraints, such as poor transportation systems, particularly roads
and ports, inefficient customs procedures, weak quality control and regulatory
systems, and a lack of trade facilitation and export promotion, often impede the
ability of LDCs to benefit fully from preferences. Improving supply capacities has
been one of the major objectives of the Integrated Framework for Trade-Related
Technical Assistance to LDCs launched by the World Bank, the International
Mone}?ry Fund, WTO, the International Trade Centre, UNCTAD and UNDP in
1997.
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53. As of 30 September 2005, 40 LDCs were at various stages of the Integrated
Framework. Cumulative pledges to the Integrated Framework have reached $34.6
million, and 94.8 per cent of those pledges have been translated into contributions to
the Integrated Framework Trust Fund. For the first time, pledges and contributions
for capacity-building projects (Window Il) have surpassed contributions for the
financing of the Diagnostic Trade Integration Studies (Window 1).

54. At its 2005 WTO Conference the Ministers resolved “to make the Integrated
Framework more effective and timely in addressing the trade-related development
needs of LDCs” and requested a Task Force of donors and LDCs to provide, by
April 2006, recommendations to the General Council on how to: (a) provide
increased, predictable, and additional funding on a multi-year basis; (b) strengthen
the Integrated Framework at the country level, including through mainstreaming
trade into national development plans and poverty reduction strategies; and
(c) improve the Integrated Framework decision-making and management structure
to ensure the effective and timely delivery of the increased financial resources and
programmes.

55. The Ministers further decided that the enhanced Integrated Framework should
enter into force no later than 31 December 2006, and urged development partners to
significantly increase their contributions to the Integrated Framework Trust Fund. It
was also recognized that the broader Aid for Trade programme should assist
developing countries, particularly the LDCs, to address supply-side constraints and
trade-related infrastructure needs and to expand their trade.

56. Total official development assistance (ODA) commitments of the
Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (DAC/OECD) to trade capacity-building in LDCs grew from
$1.4 billion in 2002 to $2.2 billion in 2003 and $2.3 billion in 2004. LDCs are the
primary beneficiaries of the trade-related technical assistance and capacity-building
activities of the United Nations system organizations and agencies, notably
UNCTAD. In particular, LDCs continue to benefit from such UNCTAD projects and
programmes as the Automated System for Customs Data, a computerized customs
management  system,”> the Advanced Cargo Information  System,
UNCTAD/International Chamber of Commerce Investment Guides, Investment
Policy Reviews and Good Governance in Investment Promotion, commodity-related
projects, Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programme to Selected Least
Developed and other African Countries,™® and technical assistance activities related
to trade negotiations and commercial diplomacy.

57. Preferential trade is crucial for commodity-dependent LDCs. According to an
UNCTAD study, however, nearly half of all exports of goods from LDCs under
market access preferences originated in only 11 countries and related to only 17
product categories in 2003. At the same time, nearly 20 primary commodities of
importance to LDCs (accounting for 59.5 per cent of their total exports of goods and
services) are exported to markets in the European Union, Japan and the United
States of America without enjoying preferential treatment, as those products are
exported on a most favoured nation (MFN) duty-free basis or are subject to a very
low MFN tariff. About 18 products, from fresh fish to automobile parts, have been
exported by LDCs under significant preferential margins to the same markets.’

58. The Trade and Development Board of UNCTAD recently acknowledged that
some LDCs “could be affected by the erosion of preferences involving certain

11
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products of export interest to them”. The Board called for “intensified international
support measures to enable LDCs to enhance their productive capacities, diversify
their economies into non-preference-dependent activities, and improve their
utilization of market access preferences made available to them”. It concluded that
“such international support measures could also aim at addressing any adverse
effects of further multilateral trade liberalization on LDCs”.

59. Despite the adoption by its General Council of accession proceedings in 2002,
accession to WTO remains a long and cumbersome process. Some 32 LDCs are
currently members of WTO but only 2 have joined it since the adoption of the
Brussels Programme of Action in 2001. Ten LDCs remain at various stages of
accession. Six WTO-aspiring LDCs have been assisted by UNCTAD and have
benefited from technical cooperation and various capacity-building activities
tailored to their specific economic conditions and needs.

Commitment 6
Reducing vulnerability and protecting the environment

60. Many LDCs are encountering so-called forced environmental degradation, a
situation in which “inadequate man-made capital stock, stagnant technology, lack of
employment opportunities and the inability to cater for basic human needs,
combined with a growing population, force the economy into a state where survival
necessitates eating into natural or environmental stock”.’® Land degradation
(desertification), deforestation and loss of biological diversity associated with
“forced environmental degradation”, in turn, further exacerbate extreme poverty in

LDCs.

61. Forests occupy less than 4 billion hectares, or 30 per cent of total land area in
the world, but deforestation, mainly the conversion of forests to agricultural land,
reduced that coverage by 13 million hectares per year between 1990 and 2005.'°
Almost 50 per cent of the world’s loss of forests during that period took place in
LDCs, with nearly every LDC encountering at least some unsustainable forest loss.
Extremely high levels of deforestation are observed in the Comoros (58 per cent),
Burundi (47 per cent), Togo (44 per cent) and Afghanistan (34 per cent).

62. Although LDCs are not responsible for substantial release of greenhouse
gases, they are heavily exposed to such adverse consequences of global warming
and climate change as drought, sea level rise, floods and monsoon-like rains, air and
water pollution, loss of biological diversity and damage to ecosystems.

63. Recurrent droughts and severe land degradation have reduced agricultural
production and increased food insecurity in many LDCs in sub-Saharan Africa.
According to estimates of the World Food Programme (WFP), almost 3.5 million
people in Southern Africa were in need of emergency food aid in 2005. Drought
increased that number to 8.3 million people, including 1.6 million in Malawi, 1.2
million in Zambia and 900,000 in Mozambique. Almost 11 million people were in
need of food in the Horn of Africa, including in Ethiopia, Eritrea and Somalia.

64. Changes in farming systems, the introduction of crops resistant to high
temperature, additional inputs, such as fertilizers and increased irrigation, could
mitigate the adverse impact of climate change and increase agricultural productivity.
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Fertilizers are expensive and agriculture is mainly rain-fed in Africa, however,
where only 4 per cent of all agricultural land is under irrigation.?

65. The adverse impact of climate change is exacerbated by the lack of adapting
strategies and of the institutional, economic and financial capacity of LDCs to
support such actions. In accordance with the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change, the seventh Conference of the Parties held in 2001 in
Marrakech, Morocco, has established the LDCs Fund, in order to assist LDCs in
adapting to the impact of the climate change. Under the arrangement, each LDC is
provided with $200,000 for its National Adaptation Programme of Action. As of
April 2005, contributions to the LDCs Fund amounted to around $33 million, of
which $12 million was meant for the preparation of the programmes of action and
$21 million for their implementation.”> As of March 2005, three LDCs had
completed national adaptation programmes of action, 17 LDCs were preparing them
and projects for their preparation had been approved for 20 more LDCs.

66. For small island LDCs, in particular low-lying island states like Kiribati, the
Maldives and Tuvalu, the sea level rise that is expected as a result of climate change
will give rise to a loss of beaches, salination of soil and freshwater, increased stress
on coastal ecosystems and damage to infrastructure. Higher sea levels can disrupt
economic and social development, destroy human livelihoods, cause the
displacement of settlements and jeopardize the very existence of small island
developing States.

Commitment 7
Mobilizing financial resources

67. The Brussels Programme of Action emphasizes that ODA will remain a critical
resource for achieving its objectives, goals and targets. It recommends improving
aid volumes and aid effectiveness and increasing national ownership through better
integration of external aid into macroeconomic and sectoral programmes.

68. Total ODA to LDCs from the developed countries reached $23.5 billion in
2004, an increase of 11 per cent over 2003. The largest donors were Belgium,
France, Germany, ltaly, Japan, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland and the United States. ODA as a share of the gross national income (GNI) of
DAC/OECD countries remained at the 2003 level of 0.08 per cent, but for the
European Union countries it decreased from 0.13 per cent in 2003 to 0.12 per cent
in 2004. Out of 22 donors, seven (Denmark, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal and Sweden) have met the 0.20 per cent target for ODA to LDCs
as a share of their GNI and three (Belgium, France, United Kingdom) are expected
to meet it in 2010 (see annex Il, table 11).

69. The top recipients of ODA from the developed countries in 2004 were
Afghanistan and Bangladesh in Asia and the Pacific and Angola, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Mozambique, Senegal, the United
Republic of Tanzania, Uganda and Zambia in Africa.

70. The main uses of developed countries’ bilateral ODA flows to the LDCs were
social infrastructure and services, debt relief and emergency assistance. Almost 90
per cent of ODA to LDCs was provided as grants and 91 per cent complied with the
2001 DAC Recommendation on Untying Official Development Assistance to the
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Least Developed Countries. The recent OECD/DAC decision on untying the
remaining aid would imply an additional $440 million in small (up to $1 million)
projects in LDCs.?

71. The Brussels Programme of Action emphasizes that the “external debt
overhang in the majority of LDCs constitutes a serious obstacle to their
development efforts and economic growth”. It recommends a number of policies and
measures to address that problem, including the “full, speedy and effective
implementation of the enhanced Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
Initiative”.

72. As of August 2005, 13 LDCs had reached the completion point under the HIPC
Initiative and 9 more were “floating”, pending agreement on arrangements for the
delivery of HIPC debt relief (see annex I, table 12). On 6 January 2006, it was
agreed that 12 of the 13 LDCs which had reached the decision point and Cambodia,
a non-HIPC LDC, qualified for and will receive, through IDA, starting from 1 July
2006, 100 per cent debt relief under the Multilateral Debt Relief Initiative of the
IMF, the World Bank and the African Development Bank. On 23 April 2006, nine
additional LDCs (six of those “ring-fenced” at the end of 2004 and three new) were
recommended for debt relief under the enhanced HIPC Initiative.?

73. Notwithstanding those achievements, implementation of the HIPC Initiative
has been slow. Of $11.1 billion committed by IMF and the World Bank to the LDCs
for the HIPC Initiative, only $1.4 billion had been delivered by August 2005.

74. The Brussels Programme of Action emphasizes “a complementary and
catalytic role” of foreign direct investment and other private external flows for
export growth, technology and skills transfer, employment and poverty eradication
in the LDCs. Data suggest that net foreign direct investment in the LDCs increased
sharply between 1990 and 2004, with inflows in 2004 exceeding 5 per cent of GDP
in eight countries (Angola, Chad, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Lesotho, Mauritania, the
Sudan and Zambia), of which three are oil-exporting countries, compared to only
two countries (Liberia and Zambia) in 1990. The number of countries with outflows
or net inflows of less than 1 per cent of GDP dropped from 25 to 11 (annex IlI, see
table 1).

75. Migrant workers’ remittances constitute a significant share of GDP in Lesotho
(25.8 per cent), Haiti (24.8 per cent), Samoa (12.4 per cent), Nepal (11.7 per cent),
Kiribati (11.3 per cent) and Yemen (10 per cent). In absolute terms, Bangladesh,
with $3.4 billion, ranks fourteenth among the world’s remittance-receiving
countries. The Ministerial Conference of the Least Developed Countries on
Enhancing the Development Impact of Remittances, held on 9 and 10 February 2006
in Cotonou and organized by the Government of Benin, with the support of the
United Nations Office of the High Representative for the Least Developed
Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing States
(UN-OHRLLS) and the International Organization of Migration (IOM), recognized
the private nature of remittances, underscored their positive impact on poverty
eradication at the household, community and national levels and adopted a set of
recommendations on enhancing their development impact in LDCs.
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Conclusions and recommendations

76. Despite improved economic performance, extreme poverty appears to be
decreasing in very few LDCs and increasing in many. In an unprecedented reversal
of historical trends, life expectancy is declining in several LDCs in Africa, most
affected by HIV/AIDS and civil strife. Other social indicators, including gender
equality, are improving in many LDCs, in a large degree, owing to donor direct
support to the social sectors. Nonetheless, very few LDCs will be able to meet the
objectives, goals and targets of the Brussels Programme of Action, if current trends
persist.

77. Development and poverty reduction in the LDCs are constrained by many
factors: the structural weaknesses of their economies; their limited human,
institutional, technical, trade and productive capacity; inadequate infrastructure,
limited capability to mobilize domestic and attract external resources; unsustainable
external debt; high vulnerability to external economic shocks; natural disasters; and
the prevalence of communicable and non-communicable diseases, including
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. High population growth, rapid urbanization
and environmental degradation aggravate extreme poverty in the LDCs. Climate
change is emerging as a new challenge for sustainable development in the LDCs, in
particular those in Africa and the small islands.

78. The Governments of post-conflict LDCs should demonstrate a continuous
commitment to the peace process, ensure public law and order, develop an
independent judicial system, guarantee respect for human rights and
fundamental freedoms, ensure voice and participation of the poor in decision-
making, provide transparency and accountability in public administration,
procurement and budget management, including the equitable management of
natural resources revenues, and ensure equal access to basic social services.
They should also reduce military spending, which is usually not only ineffective
in deterring insurgencies but also increases the risk of conflicts. Since conflicts
are often prompted by social exclusion, it is important to involve women, civil
society and the private sector in the post-conflict recovery. Donors should make
long-term commitments to the recovery of post-conflict LDCs.

79. Achieving the objectives of the Brussels Programme of Action to halve
poverty and hunger in LDCs by 2015 requires accelerated and sustained
economic growth that is both socially inclusive and environmentally
sustainable. To that end, the national development strategies of LDCs should
promote not only modernization of the core economy but also include
(a) technological change in subsistence activities; (b) universal access to social
services; and (c) the creation of meaningful employment through a new
approach to rural development and through the development of non-tradable
goods and services sectors. As an integral part of all such efforts, Governments
should ensure that women equally contribute to, and benefit from accelerated
and sustained growth.

80. Poverty reduction and national development strategies of the LDCs must
include an employment strategy aimed at promoting decent work under the
conditions of equality, security and dignity. Specific policies and measures
should be adopted to expand the formal sector and integrate informal
enterprises in formal economy through their access to credit, information,
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technology while extending labour standards and social protection to the
informal economy and creating an enabling environment for establishing and
operating a business.

81. Access to improved water and sanitation must be included in a
comprehensive and integrated approach to the development of sustainable
human settlements in LDCs, along with urban planning, housing development,
solid waste management, education and health-care services, transport
infrastructure development, employment and enterprise development. A
participatory approach and community-based programmes, as well as gender-
sensitive policies that ensure full and equal access of women to land, housing,
finance and property, should be also embedded in human settlements strategies.

82. The Governments of LDCs and their development partners should
implement the “Three Ones” initiative, which provides a framework to ensure
national ownership and mobilize international support and resources for a
comprehensive response to HIV/AIDS.?* Donors should provide predictable and
sustainable funding to the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and
Malaria.

83. National development strategies of LDCs must be attuned to their
country-specific conditions and priorities. Building productive capacities
requires establishing closer links between production, trade, growth and
poverty reduction. This can take a number of different forms, such as:
(a) broad-based, export-led growth with increased forward and backward
linkages to spread the benefits of growth among the population; (b) a balance
between growth based on improved agricultural productivity and export-
oriented industrialization; (c) an agricultural-led industrialization strategy
supported by infrastructure investment and technological progress in
agriculture, with forward linkages to processing activities and including an
export component; (d) development and diversification through the
management of mineral revenues; (¢) development of natural-resource-based
production clusters; and (f) the promotion of competitive tradables,
employment-intensive non-tradables and technological change in subsistence-
oriented activities to reduce constraints on household labour time.?

84. LDCs should adopt and their development partners support agricultural
reforms, crop and product diversification, improved access to land, market,
technology, information, microcredit and microfinance, creating an enabling
environment for private sector development and foreign investments,
promoting agricultural research, transfer of modern technologies and better
utilization of indigenous technologies. Development of high-value agricultural
products, competitiveness and export diversification should be integrated in
poverty reduction strategies of LDCs. Governments’ policies of LDCs should
also promote joint titling of land in the names of husband and wife and address
gender inequality in formal land titling and customary land tenure.

85. Improving information and communication technology (ICT) access and
connectivity in LDCs requires from LDCs and their development partners the
fostering of policy and regulatory framework, improving telecommunication
infrastructure, lowering costs, market liberalization, human capacity-building,
promoting entrepreneurship, public-private partnership, foreign investments
and supporting and coordinating international initiatives in favour of the
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LDCs. Governments of LDCs should also adopt policies that ensure equal
access of women, especially in rural areas, to ICT, in order to increase their
potential both as agents and beneficiaries of development.

86. Improvement of physical infrastructure needs creating incentives for
private participation, by establishing macroeconomic stability, freedom to
repatriate capital, competitive taxes, contract enforcement, transparency and
accountability. It also needs increasing public spending and regional
cooperation. Improved road and rail links and streamlined border crossings, in
their turn, will significantly reduce transport costs.

87. The increase in demand for commodities in the past few years has
provided a “window of opportunity” for many LDCs. Governments of LDCs
should seize this opportunity by channelling the windfall export incomes into
programmes and activities that reduce poverty.

88. Trade preferences for LDCs should be made more effective through such
measures as improving rules of origin to reflect the production structures of
LDCs and promoting triangular relationships between trade preferences, ODA
and FDI.

89. High concentration of exports in certain products makes some LDCs
particularly vulnerable to the erosion of trade preferences. Mitigation of the
preference erosion needs deepening existing preferential market access,
compensation to LDCs most affected by preference erosion and building their
productive capacities to diversify into non-preference areas.

90. Turning trade into a true engine of development in LDCs requires
mainstreaming trade in poverty reduction and national development strategies,
building the necessary human, productive and institutional capacities
(including customs facilities and standards compliance), improving
infrastructure, strengthening the investment-trade nexus, improving the
international trade regime, levelling the playing field for international trade in
agricultural commodities, promoting South-South trade, including through
regional trade agreements and the Generalized System of Trade Preferences,
and strengthening international support, including technical assistance, to
LDCs.

91. Every effort must be made to ensure the effective implementation of the
agreed outcomes of the sixth WTO Ministerial Conference and the successful
conclusion of the trade negotiations as part of the Doha Development Agenda.

92. Poverty reduction and sustainable development in LDCs calls for
sustainable forest management, which takes into account the conservation and
use of forests while addressing the daily needs of poor people. Sustainable
forest management also requires a change in the patterns of consumption and
production of forest products, including improvements in fuel-burning in
LDCs.

93. Addressing desertification in LDCs needs integrated land and water
management, the protection of vegetative cover, a mix of pastoral and cropping
land use, a combination of modern technology with traditional knowledge, the
participation of local communities and the promotion of alternative livelihoods,
including the creation of economic opportunities outside drylands.

17
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94. The entry into force of the Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2005 was a step towards
addressing global warming, but it is important to develop a more inclusive
international framework, with broader participation of all major emitters,
including agreement on targets for emissions of greenhouse gases beyond 2012.

95. Donors should sustain progress achieved in volumes of ODA to LDCs and
keep their commitment to achieve the 0.15-0.20 ODA/GNI target by 2010. They
should continue improving effectiveness of aid and ensure its predictability and
sustainability. LDCs should better integrate aid into their macroeconomic and
sectoral programmes and strengthen relevant auditing, accounting and
management practices.

96. Donors should make further progress towards full cancellation of
outstanding external debt by LDCs. National development programmes of
LDCs should address debt sustainability within a coherent framework for debt,
trade and finance. Strengthening debt management must be an integral part of
the framework.

97. Further increases in FDI volumes require from LDCs to improve their
investment climate (including macroeconomic stability, a supportive legal and
regulatory framework, effective labour regulation, a sound banking sector and
a functioning domestic capital market), human and institutional capacity-
building and infrastructure. Enhancing the development impact of FDI needs
diversification into higher value-added exports and invites the transfer of skills,
knowledge and technology. Joint ventures should also be pursued, to encourage
domestic investment.

98. Enhancing the development impact of remittances in LDCs requires a
variety of actions, including reducing transfer costs; improving the analysis of
remittance flows; building an inclusive financial sector that links remittances to
other forms of financial intermediation, like microcredit; engaging diaspora
and hometown associations in the national development process; and creating
an enabling investment climate.

99. Achieving the objectives, goals and targets of the Brussels Programme of
Action calls for continued commitment and renewed energy from the LDCs and
their development partners. The second generation of PRSPs and MDG-based
national development strategies should anchor the goals and targets of the
Programme of Action in scaled-up investment and operational frameworks to
be supported by the common country assessment/United Nations Development
Assistance Framework and PRSP processes. Those strategies can ensure a
result-oriented and country-owned approach to poverty reduction and
sustainable development in the LDCs and contribute to better alignment,
coordination and harmonization of donors’ assistance to the LDCs, as well as
synergy and coherence between the Millennium Development Goals and the
Programme of Action.

100. National development strategies of LDCs need to be complemented by
“quick-win” type interventions, such as providing fertilizers and seeds to
improve crop Yyields; increasing the availability of anti-malarial bed nets;
improving water sources; providing school feeding programmes; making
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deworming available to all; and introducing new technologies, such as energy-
saving stoves and mobile phones.

101. Effective implementation of the Brussels Programme of Action is
impossible without addressing gender gaps in poverty reduction and national
development strategies of LDCs.
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Annex |

Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
for the Decade 2001-2010: goals and targets

Goal 1. Attain a GDP growth rate of at least 7 per cent per annum
Indicator

1. Annual percentage growth rate in gross domestic product (GDP) (World Bank)

Goal 2. Increase the ratio of investment to GDP to 25 per cent per annum
Indicator

2. Gross capital formation (as a percentage of GDP) (World Bank)

Goal 3. Make substantial progress towards halving the proportion of people
living in extreme poverty by 2015 (Millennium Development Goal 1, Target 1)
Indicator

3. Proportion of population below $1 (PPP) per day consumption® (World Bank)
Goal 4. Make substantial progress towards halving the proportion of people from
hunger by 2015 (Millennium Development Goal 1, Target 2)

Indicator

4.  Proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption?

(FAO)

Goal 5. Making accessible, through the primary health-care system, reproductive
health to all individuals of appropriate ages as soon as possible and no later than
the year 2015

Indicator

5.  Births attended by skilled health personnel, per cent® (UNICEF-WHO)

Goal 6. Making available the widest achievable range of safe, effective, affordable
and acceptable family planning and contraceptive methods

Indicator

6. Contraceptive use among currently married women aged 15-49, any method®
(UNDP)

Goal 7. Ensuring that by 2015 all children, particularly girls, children in difficult
circumstances and those belonging to ethnic minorities, have access to and
complete, free and compulsory primary education of good quality (Millennium
Development Goal 2, Target 3)

Indicators
7. Net enrolment ratio in primary education, both sexes* (UNESCO)

8.  Net enrolment ratio in primary education, girls* (UNESCO)
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9.  Net enrolment ratio in primary education, boys* (UNESCO)

Goal 8. Achieving a 50 per cent improvement in levels of adult literacy by 2015,
especially for women, and equitable access to basic and continuing education for
all adults

Indicators

10. Adult literacy rate, both sexes® (UNESCO)

11. Adult literacy rate, women?® (UNESCO)

12. Adult literacy rate, men® (UNESCO)

13. Ratio of literate women to men® (UNESCO)

Goal 9. Eliminating gender disparities in primary and secondary education by
2005, and achieving gender equality in education by 2015, with a focus on

ensuring girls’ full and equal access to and achievement in basic education of
good quality (Millennium Development Goal 3, Target 4)

Indicators

14. Ratio of girls to boys in primary education®* (UNESCO)

15. Ratio of girls to boys in secondary education® (UNESCO)

16. Ratio of girls to boys in tertiary education® (UNESCO)

17. Proportion of seats held by women in national parliament® (IPU)

18. Share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector® (ILO)
Goal 10. Reducing the infant mortality rate below 35 per 1,000 live births by 2015
(Millennium Development Goal 4, Target 5)

Indicator

19. Infant mortality rate* (UNICEF-WHO)

Goal 11. Reducing the under 5 mortality rate below 45 per 1,000 live births by
2015 (Millennium Development Goal 4, Target 5)

Indicator

20. Under-five mortality rate? (UNICEF-WHO).

Goal 12. Reducing the maternal mortality rate by three quarters of the current
rate by 2015 (Millennium Development Goal 5, Target 6)

Indicator

21. Maternal mortality ratio* (UNICEF-WHO)

Goal 13. Reducing the number of undernourished people by half, by the year
2015

See 4 above.
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Goal 14. Reducing by half, by 2015, the proportion of people who are unable to
reach or afford safe drinking water (Millennium Development Goal 7, Target 10)

Indicator
22. Proportion of population with sustainable access to improved water sources,
both urban and rural* (UNICEF-WHO)

Goal 15. Reducing HIV infection rates in persons 15-24 years of age by 2005 in all
countries, and by 25 per cent in the most affected countries (Millennium
Development Goal 6, Target 7)

Indicators

23. HIV prevalence rate among adults, aged 15-49 years® (UNAIDS-WHO-
UNICEF)

24. HIV prevalence among pregnant women, aged 15-24 years® (UNAIDS-WHO-
UNICEF)

Goal 16. Increasing the percentage of women receiving maternal and prenatal
care by 60 per cent

Indicator

25. Women reporting at least one antenatal visit, per cent (UNDP)

Goal 17. Halving malnutrition among pregnant women and among preschool
children in LDCs by 2015

Indicator

26. Prevalence of underweight children under five years of age® (UNICEF-WHO)
Goal 18. Substantially reducing infection rates from malaria, tuberculosis and
other Killer diseases in LDCs by the end of the decade; reducing tuberculosis
(TB) deaths and prevalence of the disease by 50 per cent by 2010; and reducing

the burden of disease associated with malaria by 50 per cent by 2010 (Millennium
Development Goal 6, Target 8)

Indicators

27. Prevalence rate associated with malaria® (WHO)

28. Death rate associated with malaria® (WHO)

29. Prevalence rate associated with tuberculosis, per 100,000 population® (WHO)
30. Death rate associated with tuberculosis, per 100,000 population®* (WHO)

Goal 19. Promoting child health and survival and reducing disparities between
and within developed and developing countries as quickly as possible, with
particular attention to eliminating the pattern of excess and preventable
mortality among girl infants and children

Indicators

31. Proportion of 1-year-old children immunized against measles® (UNICEF-
WHO)
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32. Proportion of 1-year-old children immunized against tuberculosis® (UNICEF-
WHO)

33. Proportion of 1-year-old children immunized against DPT? (UNICEF-WHO)

Goal 20. Improving the health and nutritional status of infants and children
See 26, 30, and 31-34.

Goal 21. Promoting breastfeeding as a child survival strategy

Indicator

34. Per cent of children under 6 months who are exclusively breastfed (UNICEF)
Goal 22. Increasing road networks or connections in LDCs to the current level of

other developing countries and urban road capacities, including sewerage and
other related facilities, by 2010 (Millennium Development Goal 7, Target 10)

Indicators
35. Roads (km) (World Bank-International Road Federation)

36. Paved (primary) roads (as a percentage of total roads) (World Bank-
International Road Federation)

37. Proportion of population with access to improved sanitation, urban and rural®
(UNICEF-WHO).

Goal 23. Modernizing and expanding ports and airports and their ancillary
facilities to enhance their capacities by 2010

Indicators

38. Aircraft departures (in thousands) (World Bank-ICAO)

39. Air freight (millions ton-km) (World Bank-ICAO)

Goal 24. Modernizing and expanding railway connections and facilities,

increasing their capacities to the level of those in other developing countries by
the end of the decade

Indicators

40. Rail lines (km) (World Bank-International Road Transport Union)

41. Rail freight per km (World Bank-International Road Transport Union)

Goal 25. Increasing the communication networks of LDCs, including
telecommunication and postal services, and improving access of the poor to such

services in urban and rural areas to reach the current levels in other developing
countries

Indicator
42. Permanent and mobile post offices (World Bank-1PU)
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Goal 26. Increasing computer literacy among students in higher institutions and
universities by 50 per cent and in junior and high schools by 25 per cent, by 2015

Goal 27. Increasing average telephone density to 5 main lines per 100 inhabitants
and Internet connections to 10 users per 100 inhabitants by the year 2010
(Millennium Development Goal 8, Target 18)

Indicators

43. Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per 100 population® (ITU)

44, Internet users per 100 population® (ITU)

Goal 28. Donor countries providing more than 0.20 per cent of their gross

national product as ODA to LDCs: continue to do so and increase their efforts
(Millennium Development Goal 8, Target 13)

Indicator

45. Net ODA total to the LDCs, as a percentage of OECD/DAC donors’ gross
national income® (OECD)

Goal 29. Other donor countries which have met the 0.15 per cent target:
undertake to reach 0.20 per cent expeditiously

See 45 above.

Goal 30. All other donor countries which have committed themselves to the 0.15
per cent target: reaffirm their commitment and undertake either to achieve the

target within the next five years or to make their best efforts to accelerate their
endeavours to reach the target.

See 45 above.

Notes

# A Millennium Development Goal indicator.
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Statistical data specific to individual countries
Table 1
Economic growth and fixed capital formation
Gross fixed
capital Population
Per capita  formation rate of
GDP in as Foreign direct Total growth, per
GDP average annual growth in Per capita GDP in current US  percentage investment, net inflows,  population cent per
constant US dollars, per cent constant US dollars dollars of GDP  as percentage of GDP  (thousands) year
Least developed countries  1990-1995 1995-2000 2000-2004 1990 2004 2004  2003-2004 1990 2004 2004  2000-2005
Africa
Angolaa'b -4.20 6.11 8.61 977 1004 1309 12 -3.3 7.4 15 490 2.83
Benin 4.01 5.31 4.89 356 430 500 20 3.4 15 8 177 3.18
Burkina Faso 4.93 5.23 5.77 335 458 348 19 0.0 0.7 12 822 3.17
Burundi® -2.12 -1.21 2.87 203 149 93 15 0.1 0.5 7282 3.03
Cape Verde 5.21 8.36 5.11 867 1462 1947 28 495 2.35
Central African
Republic? 0.75 251 -1.44 432 361 330 6 0.1 -1.0 3986 1.33
Chad® 4.26 2.46 14.99 254 396 426 38 0.5 11.3 9448 3.42
Comoros -0.55 0.04 2.13 475 341 427 21 77 2.65
Democratic Republic
of the Congo? -7.25 -3.91 3.43 248 108 115 19 -0.2 0.0 55 853 3.02
Djibouti 2.07 0.40 3.03 819 747 852 16 779 2.09
Equatorial Guinea® 6.30 34.20 25.81 462 4899 7 845 64 492 2.30
Eritrea® . 0.84 3.61 . 342 187 22 0.0 3.2 4232 4.26
Ethiopia® 2.18 5.32 4.07 159 182 106 22 0.1 6.8 75 600 2.44
Gambia 2.51 5.54 3.99 356 391 281 19 4.5 145 1478 2.85
Guinea 3.74 4.26 2.95 453 509 421 11 0.6 2.6 9202 2.17
Guinea-Bissau 3.95 -1.45 -1.40 230 162 176 13 0.8 1.8 1540 3.00
Lesotho 3.98 2.86 3.24 388 547 764 44 2.8 9.4 1798 0.08
Liberia® -22.50 34.53 -2.22 180 134 146 10 58.6 4.1 3241 1.37
Madagascar -0.33 3.85 1.83 256 217 222 19 0.7 1.0 18 113 2.78
Malawi 5.32 2.39 1.69 185 217 165 7 1.2 0.9 12 608 2.25
Mali 3.80 4.11 6.66 282 365 377 18 0.2 3.7 13124 2.98
Mauritania 4.84 4.35 4.28 503 635 416 14 0.7 19.6 2980 2.98
Mozambique? 1.92 7.92 9.52 202 323 328 15 0.4 4.0 19 424 2.00
Niger 1.53 2.78 4.06 296 269 199 15 1.7 0.0 13 499 3.39
Rwanda® -8.49 10.17 5.09 358 363 205 18 0.3 0.4 8 882 2.38
Sao Tome and
Principe 1.44 2.10 4.77 493 540 447 52 153 2.28
Senegal 141 5.38 4.75 714 840 672 23 1.0 0.9 11 386 2.39
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Gross fixed
capital Population
Per capita  formation rate of
GDP in as Foreign direct Total growth, per
GDP average annual growth in Per capita GDP in current US  percentage investment, net inflows,  population cent per
constant US dollars, per cent constant US dollars dollars of GDP  as percentage of GDP  (thousands) year
Least developed countries  1990-1995 1995-2000 2000-2004 1990 2004 2004  2003-2004 1990 2004 2004  2000-2005
Sierra Leone® -5.39 -3.73 6.25 159 97 196 17 4.9 2.4 5336 4.07
Somalia® -7.20 1.73 3.02 149 105 262 20 0.6 7 964 3.20
Sudan®® 4.77 1.64 6.55 626 811 562 32 -0.2 7.2 35523 1.93
Togo 1.19 1.61 2.56 396 333 348 20 11 2.9 5988 2.72
Uganda® 7.45 6.45 5.82 206 322 280 22 -0.1 3.3 27 821 3.40
United Republic of
Tanzania 3.99 7.23 6.71 144 224 297 18 0.0 2.3 37 627 1.95
Zambia -2.03 2.72 4.00 487 429 463 25 6.2 6.2 11 479 1.73
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan® -6.44 -8.92 9.72 299 99 184 22 28 574 4.59
Bangladesh 4.49 5.34 5.28 306 454 443 24 0.0 7.8 139215 191
Bhutan 5.57 6.45 6.87 173 315 368 46 2 116 2.19
Cambodia 6.45 5.09 5.17 174 264 316 22 0.0 2.7 13798 1.98
Kiribati 4.09 5.64 1.79 396 504 815 8 97
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic 6.41 6.17 5.72 186 305 419 25 0.7 0.7 5792 2.31
Maldives 6.68 8.34 6.94 1 000 1810 2 345 36 321 2.52
Myanmar® 5.84 8.28 6.12 127 260 219 11 50 004 1.14
Nepal?® 5.19 4.82 2.45 184 238 245 19 0.2 0.0 26 591 2.10
Samoa 0.08 3.92 3.71 1247 1541 1968 40 184 0.83
Solomon Islands 7.68 -2.38 -0.88 657 553 585 19 466 2.64
Timor-Leste? 1.12 -4.57 3.74 244 197 370 27 887 5.42
Tuvalu 3.04 1.90 5.50 1012 1451 2141 56 10 .
Vanuatu 4.54 1.29 -0.31 1023 969 1405 29 207 1.98
Yemen 4.85 5.86 3.98 335 393 643 14 -2.7 11 20 329 3.13
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti® -4.05 2.06 -1.58 381 263 471 13 0.3 0.2 8 407 1.43

Sources: Gross domestic product calculations by United Nations OHRLLS, based on United Nations Statistics Division, National

Accounts Main Aggregates Database, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/snaama/dnllist.asp; United Nations Population series from

United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects — The 2004 Revision, print and CD-ROM (United Nations
publication, Sales No. 05.XI111.5); foreign direct investment from World Bank, World Development Indicators 2006, table 5.1
(Washington, D.C., in press).
 Refers to a country significantly affected by civil strife, war or natural disaster during the period 1995-2003.

b Refers to an oil-exporting country.
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Table 2
Poverty and hunger
Change in
Per capita consumption life
less than $1 (PPP) per Percentage difference in expectancy
day, percentage of Proportion of population  proportion of population Life expectancy at birth, at birth
population which is undernourished under-nourished years (years)
Least developed
countries 1990-1996  1997-2004  1990-1992  2000-2003  1990-1992 2000-2003 1990-1995 2000-2005 1990-2005
Africa
Angola . 58 38 -20 39.8 40.7 0.9
Benin 31.0 20 14 -6 53.5 53.8 0.3
Burkina Faso 63.0 27.0 21 17 -4 46.8 47.4 0.6
Burundi 45.0 55.0 48 67 19 42.4 435 1.0
Cape Verde 66.4 70.2 3.8
Central African
Republic 67.0 50 45 -5 46.7 39.4 -7.3
Chad 58 33 -25 46.2 43.6 -2.5
Comoros 57.9 63.0 5.0
Democratic
Republic
of the Congo 32 72 40 44.7 43.1 -1.6
Djibouti 51.2 52.7 15
Equatorial Guinea 45.9 43.5 -2.4
Eritrea 73 49.4 53.5 4.1
Ethiopia 31.0 23.0 46 47.2 47.6 0.4
Gambia 54.0 59.0 22 27 5 51.4 55.5 4.1
Guinea 39 24 -15 48.7 53.6 4.9
Guinea-Bissau 43.0 44.6 1.6
Lesotho 395 17 12 -5 58.3 36.7 -21.6
Liberia . 35 49 14 40.5 42.5 2.0
Madagascar 46.0 61.0 35 8 -27 52.0 55.3 3.3
Malawi 42.0 50 34 -16 45.2 39.6 -5.6
Mali 72.0 29 28 -1 46.7 47.8 1.0
Mauritania 39.0 26.0 15 10 -5 49.4 52.5 3.1
Mozambique 38.0 66 45 -21 43.6 41.9 -1.7
Niger 51.5 41 32 -9 40.6 44.3 3.7
Rwanda 52.0 44 36 -8 23.6 43.6 20.0
Sao Tome and
Principe 62.0 62.9 0.9
Senegal 33.5 23 23 0 54.1 55.6 15
Sierra Leone 47 50 38.4 40.6 2.2
Somalia 39.7 46.2 6.5
Sudan 32 27 -5 53.4 56.3 3.0




A/61/82
E/2006/74

Change in
Per capita consumption life
less than $1 (PPP) per Percentage difference in expectancy
day, percentage of Proportion of population  proportion of population Life expectancy at birth, at birth
population which is undernourished under-nourished years (years)
Least developed
countries 1990-1996  1997-2004  1990-1992  2000-2003  1990-1992 2000-2003 1990-1995 2000-2005 1990-2005
Togo 33 25 -8 57.7 54.2 -3.4
Uganda 86.0 85.0 24 19 -5 43.6 46.8 3.2
United Republic of
Tanzania 49.0 58.0 37 44 7 52.4 46.0 -6.4
Zambia 70.7 76.0 48 47 -1 43.4 37.4 -6.0
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 455 46.0 0.5
Bangladesh 30.7 36.0 35 30 -5 56.3 62.6 6.3
Bhutan 55.9 62.7 6.8
Cambodia 55.0 43 33 -10 55.0 56.0 0.9
Kiribati
Lao People’s
Democratic
Republic 8.0 27.0 29 21 -8 50.8 54.5 3.7
Maldives 61.0 66.3 5.3
Myanmar 10 5 -5 56.7 60.1 3.3
Nepal 39.0 20 17 -3 55.9 61.4 5.5
Samoa 66.0 70.0 4.1
Solomon Islands 60.9 62.2 1.3
Timor-Leste 47.8 55.1 7.3
Tuvalu . .
Vanuatu 65.1 68.4 3.3
Yemen 4.0 16.0 34 37 3 55.7 60.3 4.7
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 54.0 65 47 -18 48.2 51.5 3.2

Sources: Poverty: World Bank, World Development Indicators 2006 (Washington, D.C., in press), table 2.5, and United Nations
Statistics Division, Millennium Indicators Database, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_goals.asp, indicator 1 (accessed
1 February 2006); hunger: Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations, The State of Food Insecurity in the
World 2005: Eradicating world hunger-key to achieving the Millennium Development Goals (Rome, 2005); life expectancy:
United Nations Population Division, World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision, print and CD-ROM (United Nations

publication, sales No. 05.XI111.5).
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Table 3
Reproductive health and health services

Percentage of
births attended by

Percentage of
women reporting at
least one antenatal

Maternal

Percentage of contraceptive use

skilled health visit to a skilled mortality ratio among currently married women
personnel practitioner (per 100,000)* aged 15-49, any method

Least developed countries 1996/2004 1996/2004 2000 1990/1995 1996/2004
Africa
Angola 45 66 1700 8 6
Benin 66 81 850 16 19
Burkina Faso 38 73 1000 8 14
Burundi 25 78 1 000 16
Cape Verde 89 99 150 53
Central African Republic 44 62 1100 15 28
Chad 16 42 1100 8
Comoros 62 74 480 21 26
Democratic Republic of the Congo 61 68 990 8 31
Djibouti 61 67 730
Equatorial Guinea 65 86 880
Eritrea 28 70 630
Ethiopia 6 27 850 4
Gambia 55 91 540 12 10
Guinea 56 84 740 2 6
Guinea-Bissau 35 62 1100 8
Lesotho 60 85 550 23 30
Liberia 51 85 760
Madagascar 51 80 550 17 27
Malawi 61 94 1800 13 31
Mali 41 57 1200 8
Mauritania 57 64 1000 3 8
Mozambique 48 85 1000 16.5
Niger 16 41 1600 4 14
Rwanda 31 92 1400 21 13
Sao Tome and Principe 76 91 29
Senegal 58 79 690 7 11
Sierra Leone 42 68 2000 4
Somalia 25 32 1100
Sudan 87 60 590 10
Togo 61 85 570 26
Uganda 39 92 880 23
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Percentage of
births attended by
skilled health

Percentage of
women reporting at
least one antenatal

visit to a skilled

Maternal
mortality ratio

Percentage of contraceptive use
among currently married women

personnel practitioner (per 100,000)* aged 15-49, any method
Least developed countries 1996/2004 1996/2004 2000 1990/1995 1996/2004
United Republic of Tanzania 46 94 1500 10 25
Zambia 43 93 750 15 34
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 14 16 1900 5
Bangladesh 13 49 380 40 58
Bhutan 37 420 19
Cambodia 32 38 450 13 24
Kiribati 85 88 -
Lao People’s Democratic Republic 19 27 650 19 32
Maldives 70 81 110 42
Myanmar 57 76 360 17 37
Nepal 15 28 740 23 39
Samoa 100 130
Solomon Islands 85 130
Timor-Leste 18 61 660 10
Tuvalu 100 -
Vanuatu 88 130
Yemen 27 41 570 7 21
Latin America and the Caribbean
Haiti 24 79 680 28

Sources: United Nations Children’s Fund, The State of the World’s Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible (New York, 2006),
table 8, and United Nations Population Division, World Contraceptive Use 2005, wallchart (United Nations publication,

sales No. 06.XI11.4).
* |nternational estimates.
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Table 4
Universal primary education and gender equality in education
A. Enrolment

Ratio of girls to boys
Enrolment ratio in primary  enrolment ratios in primary Ratio of girls to boys in Ratio of girls to boys in
education, net, per 100 education secondary education tertiary education

Least developed countries 1990-1991  2002-2003  1990-1991  2002-2003  1990-1991  2002-2003 ~ 1990-1991  2002-2003
Africa
Angola 58 0.95 . . . . 0.65
Benin 45 0.52 " 0.41 " 0.14 "
Burkina Faso 26 36 0.63 0.74 0.52 1.15 0.29 0.75
Burundi 53 57 0.85 0.84 0.58 0.67 0.36 0.34
Cape Verde 94 99 0.95 0.98 " 0.64 " 0.40
Central African Republic 54 0.66 . 0.40 1.11 0.15 1.09
Chad 37 61 0.45 " 0.20
Comoros 57 0.73 " 0.65 0.33
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 55 0.78 “ . . . 0.77
Djibouti 31 0.72 " 0.66
Equatorial Guinea 91 0.97 . . w 0.14 0.80
Eritrea 16 45 0.99 0.86 . " . "
Ethiopia 23 47 0.75 0.81 0.75 0.74 0.22 0.15
Gambia 48 79 0.71 " 0.49 0.57 . 0.33
Guinea 26 65 0.51 0.79 0.33 0.68
Guinea-Bissau 38 0.56 “ . 0.48
Lesotho 73 86 1.24 1.07 1.47 0.83 1.22 0.57
Liberia " " " 1.53 " 1.48
Madagascar 65 79 1.00 1.01 0.97 . 0.82 0.83
Malawi 50 0.92 " 0.46 0.81 0.33 0.41
Mali 20 44 0.61 0.78 0.51 " 0.16 .
Mauritania 35 68 0.74 0.99 0.46 " 0.16 0.27
Mozambique 45 55 0.76 0.91 0.57 0.70 . 0.47
Niger 24 38 0.58 0.69 0.43 0.67
Rwanda 67 87 0.99 1.04 0.76 o . 0.46
Sao Tome and Principe . . . .
Senegal 47 69 0.74 0.93 0.53
Sierra Leone 41 0.73 " 0.57
Somalia
Sudan 43 0.75 " 0.79 " 0.88
Togo 75 91 0.71 0.84 0.34 " 0.16
Uganda 53 " 0.82 " 0.56 0.90 0.39 0.52
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Enrolment ratio in primary
education, net, per 100

Ratio of girls to boys
enrolment ratios in primary
education

Ratio of girls to boys in
secondary education

Ratio of girls to boys in
tertiary education

Least developed countries 1990-1991  2002-2003  1990-1991  2002-2003 ~ 1990-1991  2002-2003 ~ 1990-1991  2002-2003
United Republic of Tanzania 50 69 1.01 0.99 0.70 0.44
Zambia 79 68 0.97 0.99 0.67 0.83

Asia and Pacific

Afghanistan 27 0.55 0.52 0.48

Bangladesh 71 84 0.87 1.05 0.52 1.11 0.20 0.50
Bhutan

Cambodia 67 93 0.83 0.95 0.43 0.78 0.45
Kiribati

Lao People’s Democratic

Republic 63 85 0.85 0.93 0.62 "

Maldives 87 92 1.00 1.01 1.02 1.15

Myanmar 98 84 0.96 1.01 0.98 0.94

Nepal 0.44 0.32 0.34
Samoa 98 1.22 1.11 1.00

Solomon Islands 83 72 0.86 0.63

Timor-Leste

Tuvalu " .

Vanuatu 71 94 1.02 0.79

Yemen 52 72 0.38 0.70 0.21

Latin America and the

Caribbean

Haiti 22 1.05 0.96
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Table 4

Universal primary education and gender equality in education (continued)

B. Adult literacy

Adult literacy rate (aged 15+)

Percentage literate

Change in gender

difference,
1990 2000-2004 percentage
1990 to 2000-
Least developed countries Women Men Total Women Men Total 2004*
Africa
Angola 53.8 82.1 66.8
Benin 15.5 38.1 26.4 22.6* 46.4 33.6 1.2
Burkina Faso " 8.1* 18.5 12.8
Burundi 26.6 48.4 37 51.9 66.8 58.9 -6.9
Cape Verde 54.3 76.2 63.8 68 85.4 75.7 -4.5
Central African Republic 20.7 47.1 33.2 335 64.8 48.6 4.9
Chad 18.8 37 27.7 12.7 40.6 255 9.7
Comoros 46.4 61.4 53.8 49.1 63.5 56.2 -0.6
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 34.4 61.4 47.5 51.9 79.8 65.3 0.9
Djibouti 39.7 66.8 53
Equatorial Guinea 61.1 85.8 73.3 76.4 92.1 84.2 -9.0
Eritrea 34.8 58.5 46.4
Ethiopia 19.8 37.3 28.6 33.8 49.2 415 -2.1
Gambia 19.7 31.7 25.6
Guinea 12.9 42.3 27.2
Guinea-Bissau
Lesotho 89.5 65.4 78 90.3 73.7 81.4 7.5
Liberia 22.8 55.4 39.2 39.3 72.3 55.9 0.4
Madagascar 49.8 66.4 58 65.2 76.4 70.6 -5.4
Malawi 36.2 68.8 51.8 54 74.9 64.1 -11.7
Mali . 11.9 26.7 19
Mauritania 23.9 46.3 34.8 31.3 59.5 51.2 5.8
Mozambique 18.4 49.3 33.5 31.4 62.3 46.5 0.0
Niger 5.1 18 114 9.4 19.6 14.4 -2.7
Rwanda 44 62.9 53.3 58.8 70.5 64 -7.2
Sao Tome and Principe " " "
Senegal 18.6 38.2 28.4 29.2 51.1 39.3 2.3
Sierra Leone 20.5 39.8 29.6
Somalia
Sudan 315 60 45.8 49.9 69.3 49.9 -9.1
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Adult literacy rate (aged 15+)

Percentage literate

Change in gender

difference,
1990 2000-2004 percentage
1990 to 2000-
Least developed countries Women Men Total Women Men Total 2004*
Togo 28.7 60.5 442 38.3 68.5 53 -1.6
Uganda 43.5 69.3 56.1 59.2 78.8 68.9 -6.2
United Republic of Tanzania 51 75.5 62.9 62.2 77.5 69.4 -9.2
Zambia 58.7 78.6 68.2 59.7 76.1 67.9 -3.5
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan
Bangladesh 23.7 44.3 34.2 31.4 50.3 41.1 -1.7
Bhutan
Cambodia 48.8 77.7 62 73.6 84.7 73.6 -17.8
Kiribati
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 42.8 70.3 56,5 60.9 77 68.7 -11.4
Maldives 94.6 95 94.8 96.4 96.2 96.3 -0.6
Myanmar 74.2 87.4 80.7 86.2 93.7 89.7 -5.7
Nepal 14 47.4 30.4 34.9 62.7 48.6 -5.6
Samoa 97.4 98.5 98 98.4 98.9 98.7 -0.6
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tuvalu
Vanuatu 74
Yemen 12.9 55.2 32.7 28.5 69.5 49 -1.3
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 36.9 42.6 39.7 50 53.8 51.9 -1.9

Sources: United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, Education for All, EFA Global Monitoring Report
2006 — Literacy for Life (Paris, 2005), tables 12 and 13, and United Nations Statistics Division, Millennium Indicators
Database, http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mi/mi_goals.asp, indicator 9 (accessed 1 February 2006). Where national primary data

are not available, UNESCO relies on national and international estimates.
* A negative (-) sign indicates a decrease in gender difference; a positive (+) sign indicates an increase.

10
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Table 5
Infant and child health

Percentage of

Prevalence of
moderately or

children under severely
Percentage of 1-year-old 6 months who underweight
Under-5 mortality rate Infant mortality rate children immunized, are exclusively children
(per 1,000) (per 1,000) 2004 breastfed under five
Least developed countries 1990 2004 1990 2004 Measles DPT3 1996-2004 1996-2004
Africa
Angola 260 260 154 154 84 59 23 21
Benin 185 152 111 90 64 83 11 31
Burkina Faso 210 192 113 97 78 88 23 40
Burundi 190 190 114 114 84 74 55 47
Cape Verde 60 36 45 27 72 75
Central African Republic 168 193 102 115 91 40 20 32
Chad 203 200 117 117 80 50 35 26
Comoros 120 70 88 52 57 76 12 46
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 205 205 129 129 84 64 15 32
Djibouti 163 126 122 101 64 64 52 40
Equatorial Guinea 170 204 103 122 98 33 57 14
Eritrea 147 82 88 52 55 83 30 24
Ethiopia 204 166 131 110 60 80 24 23
Gambia 154 122 103 89 69 38 50 20
Guinea 240 155 145 101 36 69 18
Guinea-Bissau 253 203 153 126 59 80 36 48
Lesotho 120 82 84 61 61 78 1 40
Liberia 235 235 157 157 85 31 44 22
Madagascar 168 123 103 76 59 61 18 25
Malawi 241 175 146 110 54 89 56 13
Mali 250 219 140 121 70 76 19
Mauritania 133 125 85 78 78 70 15 18
Mozambique 235 152 158 104 40 72 84 27
Niger 320 259 191 152 56 62 62 45
Rwanda 173 203 103 118 97 89 80 13
Sao Tome and Principe 118 118 75 75 87 99 63 23
Senegal 148 137 90 78 7 87 24 17
Sierra Leone 302 283 175 165 75 61 40 23
Somalia 225 225 133 133 90 30 67 42
Sudan 120 91 74 63 71 55 19 38
Togo 152 140 88 78 7 71 37 25
Uganda 160 138 93 80 73 87 24 31

11
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Percentage of

Prevalence of
moderately or

children under severely
Percentage of 1-year-old 6 months who underweight
Under-5 mortality rate Infant mortality rate children immunized, are exclusively children
(per 1,000) (per 1,000) 2004 breastfed under five
Least developed countries 1990 2004 1990 2004 Measles DPT3 1996-2004 1996-2004
United Republic of Tanzania 161 126 102 78 64 95 39
Zambia 180 182 101 102 91 80 68 48
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 260 257 168 165 80 66 25 33
Bangladesh 149 7 100 56 48 85 10 30
Bhutan 166 80 107 67 35 89 12 45
Cambodia 115 141 80 97 94 85 41 22
Kiribati 88 65 65 49 73 62 16 17
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 163 83 120 65 42 45 24 19
Maldives 111 46 79 35 56 96 65 21
Myanmar 130 106 91 76 73 82 31 46
Nepal 145 76 100 59 51 80 38 23
Samoa 50 30 40 25 75 68 9 26
Solomon Islands 63 56 38 34 78 80 2 28
Timor-Leste 172 80 130 64 25 57
Tuvalu 56 51 40 36 80 98 21 25
Vanuatu 62 40 48 32 74 49 4 27
Yemen 142 111 98 82 70 78 26 17
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 150 117 102 74 64 43 17 24

Sources: United Nations Children’s Fund, The State of the World’s Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible (New York, 2006),

tables 1-3.
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Table 6
HIV/AIDS prevalence and prevention
HIV Percentage aged AIDS
prevalence, Condom use 15-24 years with orphans (one Orphans
pregnant Condom use at last rate of the comprehensive correct or both school
women in high-risk sex, contraceptive knowledge of parents died attendance
HIV prevalence rate, capital city, 1998-2004 prevalence HIV/AIDS, from AIDS) ratio to
adults aged 15-49 aged 15-24 (percentage) rate 1998-2004 (thousands) non-orphans
Least developed countries 2001 2003 2001-2003 Women Men 1996-2004 Women Men 2003 1998-2004
Africa
Angola 3.7 3.9 - - - 5 - - 110 90
Benin 1.9 1.9 2.3 19 34 8 14 34
Burkina Faso 4.2 4.2 2.3 54 67 15 15 23 260 109
Burundi 6.2 6.0 13.6 - - 24 - 200 70
Cape Verde - - - - 6 - - -
Central African
Republic 13.5 13.5 14.0 - - 5 - 110 91
Chad 4.9 4.8 4.8 - - 0 5 - 96 96
Comoros - - - - 10 - -
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 4.2 4.2 - - - 7 - - 770 72
Djibouti 2.8 2.9 - - - - - 5
Equatorial Guinea - - - - 4 - - 83
Eritrea 2.8 2.7 - - - 37 - 39 96
Ethiopia 4.1 4.4 11.7 17 30 4 - - 720 60
Gambia 1.2 1.2 - - - 15 - 2 85
Guinea 2.8 3.2 - 17 32 10 - - 35 113
Guinea-Bissau . - - - - 1 8 - - 103
Lesotho 29.6 28.9 27.8 - - 6 18 - 100 87
Liberia 5.1 5.9 - - - - - 36
Madagascar 1.3 1.7 - 5 12 19 16 30 76
Malawi 14.3 14.2 18.0 32 38 34 41 500 93
Mali 1.9 1.9 2.2 14 30 4 9 15 75 72
Mauritania 0.5 0.6 - - - 10 - - 2
Mozambique 12.1 12.2 14.7 29 33 5 20 33 470 80
Niger 11 1.2 - 7 30 0 5 - 24
Rwanda 5.1 5.1 11.6 23 55 3 23 20 160 80
Sao Tome and Principe - - - - 0 11 - -
Senegal 0.8 0.8 11 - - 7 13 - 17 74
Sierra Leone - - - - 2 16 - - 71
Somalia - - - - 0 - - 65
Sudan 1.9 2.3 - - - - - - 96

13
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HIV Percentage aged AIDS
prevalence, Condom use 15-24 years with orphans (one Orphans
pregnant Condom use at last rate of the comprehensive correct or both school
women in high-risk sex, contraceptive knowledge of parents died attendance
HIV prevalence rate, capital city, 1998-2004 prevalence HIV/AIDS, from AIDS) ratio to
adults aged 15-49 aged 15-24 (percentage) rate 1998-2004 (thousands) non-orphans
Least developed countries 2001 2003 2001-2003 Women Men 1996-2004 Women Men 2003 1998-2004
Togo 4.3 4.1 9.1 22 41 6 20 - 54 96
Uganda 5.1 4.1 10.0 44 62 8 28 40 940 95
United Republic of
Tanzania 9 8.8 7.0 42 47 11 44 49 980 82
Zambia 16.7 16.5 22.1 33 42 11 31 33 630 92
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan - - - - 0 - - -
Bangladesh - - - - - - -
Bhutan - - - - - - -
Cambodia 2.7 2.6 - - - 4 37 - - 71
Kiribati - - - - - - -
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 0.1 0.1 - - - 2 - - -
Maldives - - - - 14 - - -
Myanmar 1.2 - - - 1 - - -
Nepal 0.4 0.5 - - - 7 - - -
Samoa - - - - - - -
Solomon Islands - - - - - - -
Timor-Leste - - - - - - -
Tuvalu - - - - - - -
Vanuatu - - - - - - -
Yemen 0.1 - - - 1 - - -
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 5.5 5.6 - 19 30 8 15 28 - 87

Sources: UNAIDS, 2004 Report on the global AIDS epidemic, fourth global report (Geneva, 2004), United Nations Children’s
Fund, The State of the World’s Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible (New York, 2006), tables 4 and 8, and United Nations
Population Division, World Contraceptive Use 2005, wallchart (United Nation publication, sales No. 06.X111.4).
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Table 7
Malaria and tuberculosis prevalence, mortality, prevention and treatment
Percentage of children
under 5 years DOTS*
With fever Proportion
Number of receiving Proportion of detected
reported Sleeping anti- Estimated prevalence of Estimated tuberculosis of TB cases cases
Reported malaria cases deaths from under malaria tuberculosis per deaths per 100,000 detected, cured,
per 1,000 population malaria treated net drugs 100,000 population population per cent per cent
Least developed countries 1990 2000/2003 2000/2003 1999/2004 1999/2004 1990 2003 1990 2003 2003 2002
Africa
Angola 26.1 106.9 11 344 2 63 453 272 59 25 102 74
Benin 20.0 122.0 670 7 60 171 144 21 15 50 80
Burkina Faso 55.7 114.9 4 417 2 50 285 315 46 45 12 64
Burundi 16.6 274.0 330 1 31 234 558 36 92 29 79
Cape Verde 0.2 0.3 . . . 366 329 42 40 41
Central African
Republic 59.3 24.7 . 2 69 225 548 33 113 31 .
Chad 24.7 47.7 1001 1 32 397 456 51 66 24 72
Comoros . 5.1 16 9 63 193 103 22 8 23 96
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 83.1 16 498 1 45 263 564 37 81 44 78
Djibouti 6.1 7.2 . . . 1338 1020 160 115 63 82
Equatorial Guinea 72.3 31.3 " 1 49 341 374 44 63
Eritrea . 17.4 78 4 4 493 444 59 62 42 82
Ethiopia . 8.0 . . 3 269 533 33 79 47 76
Gambia 237.7 100.5 . 15 55 432 341 50 41 58 74
Guinea 3.6 109.5 441 4 56 264 407 32 54 33 72
Guinea-Bissau 80.5 134.6 780 7 58 364 312 43 43 56 48
Lesotho " " " " . 416 588 47 109 91 52
Liberia . 301.5 . .- . 430 507 58 78
Madagascar . 1215 759 . 34 434 331 50 41 51 74
Malawi 409.3 240.4 6 993 3 27 523 551 78 107 48 72
Mali 27.5 62.2 1309 8 38 655 593 81 75 12 50
Mauritania 13.3 59.6 100 " . 531 668 61 77
Mozambique . 269.7 3 569 . 15 332 636 44 129 33 78
Niger 152.0 59.1 1096 6 48 290 276 34 33 38
Rwanda 189.2 102.1 5 13 251 664 40 104 19 58
Sao Tome and Principe . 393.5 . . . 309 256 36 28
Senegal . 119.3 1337 2 36 452 432 53 50 38 66
Sierra Leone . 95.4 2 61 497 809 58 102 25 81
Somalia . 2.4 10 0 19 751 755 89 126 23 89
Sudan 301.2 91.8 2479 0 50 404 364 47 62 34 78
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Percentage of children
under 5 years DOTS*
With fever Proportion
Number of receiving Proportion of detected
reported Sleeping anti- Estimated prevalence of Estimated tuberculosis of TB cases cases
Reported malaria cases deaths from under malaria tuberculosis per deaths per 100,000 detected, cured,
per 1,000 population malaria treated net drugs 100,000 population population per cent per cent
Least developed countries 1990 2000/2003 2000/2003 1999/2004 1999/2004 1990 2003 1990 2003 2003 2002
Togo 234.6 92.2 791 8 47 799 696 94 98 10 68
Uganda . 477.9 8 450 0 . 270 652 55 96 39 60
United Republic of
Tanzania 289.7 14 156 10 58 371 524 53 86 45 80
Zambia 235.8 . 5763 7 52 492 638 104 122 76 83
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 23.0 24.7 . . . 693 671 75 93 17 87
Bangladesh 0.5 0.4 574 . . 741 490 65 57 24 84
Bhutan 5.6 1.7 15 . . 626 194 55 21 41 86
Cambodia 12.7 5.0 492 - . 1584 762 123 95 39 92
Kiribati . . . . . 392 60 30 4 540 94
Lao People’s Dem. Rep. 5.3 3.3 187 18 9 497 327 37 26 31 78
Maldives . . . . . 542 39 48 2 96 95
Myanmar 24.4 145 2476 . . 514 187 45 25 90 81
Nepal 1.2 0.4 3 . . 636 318 56 29 58 86
Samoa . . . . . 145 44 11 5 51 84
Solomon Islands . 189.9 71 . . 392 60 30 4 103 90
Timor-Leste . 40.9 8 2 60 1674 754 147 96 64 81
Tuvalu " " . . . 145 59 11 6 954
Vanuatu 192.7 71.9 . . . 392 71 30 8 82 79
Yemen 1.0 13.2 29 . . 286 151 31 12 56 82
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 0.7 1.2 16 . 12 647 415 89 71 52 78

Sources: United Nations Children’s Organization and World Health Organization, World Malaria Report 2005 (Geneva, 2005);
World Health Organization, Global tuberculosis control — surveillance, planning, financing: 2005 and 2006 (Geneva, 2005
and 2006); and United Nations Children’s Fund, The State of the World’s Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible (New York,
2006), table 3.

* Internationally recommended TB control strategy.
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Table 8
Improved water and sanitation
Percentage of population with access Percentage of population with access
to improved sanitation to improved drinking water
Percentage of population
urban Urban Rural Urban Rural
Least developed countries 1990 2005 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004
Africa
Angola 26.1 37.2 62 56 19 16 11 70 40 40
Benin 34.5 46.1 31 58 1 12 71 79 54 60
Burkina Faso 13.6 18.6 47 45 8 5 63 82 35 44
Burundi 6.3 10.6 42 47 44 35 96 90 67 78
Cape Verde 441 57.6 " 61 " 19 . 86 73
Central African Republic 375 43.8 32 47 18 12 70 93 35 61
Chad 21.1 25.8 27 30 1 0 45 40 13 32
Comoros 27.9 36.3 41 38 16 15 99 90 85 96
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 27.9 32.7 56 43 3 23 92 83 24 29
Djibouti 75.3 84.6 55 55 27 27 82 82 67 67
Equatorial Guinea 34.5 50.0 . 60 . 46 . 45 42
Eritrea 15.8 20.8 46 34 0 3 60 72 36 54
Ethiopia 12.7 16.2 14 19 2 4 80 81 16 11
Gambia 24.9 26.1 " 72 " 46 95 95 77
Guinea 25.3 36.5 27 25 13 6 70 78 32 38
Guinea-Bissau 23.8 35.6 " 57 " 23 . 79 49
Lesotho 17.2 18.2 61 61 32 32 . 88 74
Liberia 42.0 47.9 59 49 24 7 85 72 34 52
Madagascar 23.6 27.0 25 49 8 27 82 75 27 34
Malawi 11.6 17.2 52 66 34 42 90 96 34 62
Mali 23.8 33.7 50 59 32 38 50 76 29 35
Mauritania 44.0 64.3 31 64 26 9 19 63 57 45
Mozambique 21.1 38.0 . 51 14 14 . 76 24
Niger 16.1 233 35 43 2 4 62 80 35 36
Rwanda 5.3 21.8 49 56 36 38 88 92 57 69
Sao Tome and Principe 36.5 37.9 . 32 . 20 . 89 73
Senegal 40.0 51.0 52 70 23 34 90 90 50 54
Sierra Leone 30.0 40.2 " 53 " 30 . 75 46
Somalia 29.4 35.9 " 47 " 14 . 32 27
Sudan 26.6 40.8 53 50 26 24 85 78 57 64
Togo 40.9 57.0 83 71 74 15 92 80 89 36
Uganda 21.7 37.5 51 53 45 39 79 87 27 52
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Percentage of population

Percentage of population with access

to improved sanitation

Percentage of population with access
to improved drinking water

urban Urban Rural Urban Rural
Least developed countries 1990 2005 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004 1990 2002-2004
United Republic of
Tanzania 7.8 7.8 54 41 92 62
Zambia 39.4 36.5 68 32 86 90 27 36
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 18.2 24.3 16 5 5 19 11
Bangladesh 19.8 25.0 71 75 11 39 83 82 68 72
Bhutan 5.5 9.1 65 70 86 60
Cambodia 12.6 19.7 53 8 58 29
Kiribati 34.6 50.2 33 59 21 22 76 77 33 53
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 154 21.6 61 14 66 38
Maldives 25.9 29.7 100 100 42 100 99 99 78
Myanmar 24.8 30.6 39 96 15 63 73 95 40 74
Nepal 8.9 15.8 62 68 7 20 94 93 67 82
Samoa 215 225 100 100 98 100 99 91 89 88
Solomon Islands 13.7 17.1 98 98 18 94 65
Timor-Leste 28.5 36.3 71 65 24 30 81 73 37 51
Tuvalu 11.2 12.4 54 92 41 83 79 94 40 92
Vanuatu 185 23.7 59 78 11 42 93 85 53 52
Yemen 21.3 26.3 64 76 26 14 74 74 68 68
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 29.5 38.8 27 52 11 23 77 91 43 59

Source: United Nations Children’s Fund and World Health Organization, Meeting the MDG Drinking Water and Sanitation
Target — A Mid-term Assessment of Progress (New York, 2004); United Nations Population Division, World Population
Prospects: The 2004 Revision, print and CD-ROM (United Nations publication, sales No. 05.X111.5).
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Table 9
Communications
Permanent and mobile post Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per 100 population Imem;te;lsfgg

offices per 100,000 population Main lines Cellular Total population
Least developed countries 1990 2004 1990 2003-2004 2003-2004 2003-2004 2004
Africa
Angola 0.5 0.4 0.8 0.7 6.7 7.4 1.2
Benin 2.9 2.2 0.3 1.1 3.4 4.4 15
Burkina Faso 0.7 0.6 0.2 0.6 3.0 3.6 0.4
Burundi 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.9 1.2 0.4
Cape Verde 15.1 10.9 2.4 15.6 13.9 295 5.3
Central African Republic 0.9 0.6 0.2 0.3 1.5 1.8 0.2
Chad 0.8 1.0 0.1 0.2 1.4 1.5 0.7
Comoros 6.1 3.7 0.8 1.7 0.3 1.9 1.0
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 0.7 0.2 0.1 0.0 1.9 1.9
Djibouti 1.8 14 1.1 1.6 3.4 5.1 1.3
Equatorial Guinea 5.9 4.1 0.4 1.8 11.0 12.7 1.0
Eritrea 11 1.6 . 0.9 0.5 14 1.2
Ethiopia 1.0 0.9 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.9 0.2
Gambia 0.0 0.0 0.7 2.7 12.0 14.6 3.4
Guinea 1.3 0.7 0.2 0.3 1.4 1.8 5.8
Guinea-Bissau 2.3 14 0.6 0.8 0.1 0.9 2.0
Lesotho 8.4 8.5 0.7 2.1 8.8 10.9 2.4
Liberia 2.1 0.6 0.4 0.2 14 1.6
Madagascar 10.5 4.2 0.3 0.4 1.9 2.2 0.5
Malawi 3.1 2.6 0.3 0.8 1.8 2.6 0.4
Mali 1.3 0.9 0.1 0.7 3.6 4.3 0.5
Mauritania 2.7 0.9 0.3 1.4 17.5 18.9 0.5
Mozambique 2.8 15 0.3 0.4 3.7 4.2 0.7
Niger 0.7 0.4 0.1 0.2 1.2 1.4 0.2
Rwanda 0.0 0.2 0.2 0.3 1.6 1.9 0.5
Sao Tome and Principe 8.0 6.5 1.9 4.6 3.2 7.8 12.2
Senegal 1.5 1.2 0.6 2.2 9.9 12.2 4.7
Sierra Leone 1.7 0.8 0.3 0.4 2.3 2.7 0.2
Somalia 0.0 0.0 0.2 1.7 4.2 5.8 1.7
Sudan 2.1 0.6 0.3 3.0 3.0 6.0 3.3
Togo 1.2 0.9 0.3 1.2 4.4 5.6 4.4
Uganda 1.6 1.2 0.2 0.3 4.4 4.6 0.8
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Telephone lines and cellular subscribers per 100 population

Internet users

Permanent and mobile post per 100

offices per 100,000 population Main lines Cellular Total population
Least developed countries 1990 2004 1990 2003-2004 2003-2004 2003-2004 2004
United Republic of Tanzania 1.9 11 0.3 0.4 4.4 4.8 0.9
Zambia 5.0 1.6 0.8 0.8 2.8 35 2.1
Asia and Oceania
Afghanistan 1.8 1.4 0.2 0.2 2.4 2.6 0.1
Bangladesh 7.0 7.2 0.2 0.6 2.9 3.4 0.2
Bhutan 5.8 5.2 0.4 1.3 0.8 2.0 0.9
Cambodia 0.8 0.6 0.0 0.3 3.5 3.8 0.3
Kiribati 31.8 25.7 1.7 4.0 0.6 4.6 2.4
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 2.9 4.0 0.2 1.3 3.5 4.8 0.4
Maldives 88.8 67.2 2.9 9.6 345 441 5.8
Myanmar 2.7 2.7 0.2 0.8 0.2 1.0 0.1
Nepal 11.6 15.1 0.3 1.6 0.7 2.3 0.7
Samoa 22.8 19.6 2.6 7.3 5.8 13.1 3.3
Solomon Islands 331 5.8 1.5 1.3 0.3 1.6 0.6
Timor-Leste " " . .
Tuvalu 924 86.6 1.3 7.0 0.0 7.0 30.0
Vanuatu 3.6 15.9 1.8 3.1 4.8 8.0 3.5
Yemen 2.8 1.5 1.1 3.9 5.2 9.0 0.9
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 1.7 0.7 0.7 1.7 4.7 6.4 5.9

Sources: Universal Postal Union, Postal statistics database, http://www.upu.org/pls/ap/ssp_report.main?p_language=AN&p_
choice=BROWSE (Geneva, accessed 15 March 2006); International Telecommunication Union, ICT Statistics,
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/ (accessed 15 February 2006).
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Table 10

Transportation facilities

Roads

Railways

Air transport

Paved roads

Total route  Rail freight

Aircraft departures

Total road network (kms) (percentage) (kms) (ton-kms) (thousands) Air freight (ton-kms)
Least developed countries 1990  1999/2003 1999/2003 2000/2004  2000/2004 1990 2004 1990 2004
Africa
Angola 51 429 10.4 2761 7 5 40 64
Benin 6 787 6 787 20.0 438 86 1 1 18 7
Burkina Faso 9 840 12 506 16.0 622 2 1 18
Burundi 14 480 7.1 1
Cape Verde
Central African Republic 23 648 23 810 4 1 18 7
Chad 29 700 33400 0.8 1 18 7
Comoros
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 157 000 4 499 491 5 5 57 7
Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea . . .
Eritrea 3560 4010 21.8 306
Ethiopia 27 901 33856 12.9 21 30 67 117
Gambia, The 2 386 3742 19.3
Guinea 29 620 44 348 9.8 837 1
Guinea-Bissau 4100 4 400 10.3 1
Lesotho . .
Liberia 9 320 10 600 6.2 490 2
Madagascar 34 800 49 827 11.6 883 12 17 18 30 13
Malawi 10 204 28 400 18.5 710 88 4 6 1 1
Mali 13 400 15100 12.1 733 189 1 7
Mauritania 7 300 7 660 11.3 717 4 2 18
Mozambique 27 000 30 400 18.7 2072 808 6 9 9 5
Niger 11 696 10 100 7.9 1 1 18
Rwanda 13173 12 000 8.3 1
Sao Tome and Principe . . .
Senegal 13 800 13576 29.3 906 371 4 6 18
Sierra Leone 11 300 11 300 8.0 1 2 8
Somalia 20 800 22 100 11.8 2 9
Sudan 10 420 11 900 36.3 5478 889 9 8 13 41
Togo 7 390 7 520 31.6 568 1 1 18 7
Uganda 70 746 23.0 259 218 2 22 27
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Roads Railways Air transport
Paved roads Total route  Rail freight Aircraft departures
Total road network (kms) (percentage) (kms) (ton-kms) (thousands) Air freight (ton-kms)
Least developed countries 1990  1999/2003 1999/2003 2000/2004  2000/2004 1990 2004 1990 2004
United Republic of
Tanzania 55 900 78 891 8.6 2 600 1351 8 1 2
Zambia 35300 91 440 22.0 1273 554 7 5 30
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 21 000 34789 23.7 " 5 3 9 8
Bangladesh 188 000 239 226 9.5 2745 13 7 70 180
Bhutan . .
Cambodia 35 800 12 323 16.2 650 92 4 4
Kiribati
Lao People’s Democratic
Republic 13971 32620 14.1 3 9 1 2
Maldives . . .
Myanmar 25 000 27 966 78.0 14 25 1 3
Nepal 6 840 15 905 53.9 59 26 6 11 7
Samoa
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tuvalu
Vanuatu .
Yemen 51 119 67 000 11.5 14 16 12 60
Latin America and the
Caribbean
Haiti 3695 4160 243 1 4

Source: World Bank, World Development Indicators 2006 (Washington, D.C., in press), table 5.8, compiled from data of the
International Road Federation, the World Bank and the International Civil Aviation Organization.
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Table 11
Official development assistance (ODA)
ODA for trade
ODA, net to LDCs, as percentage capacity-building

ODA, net to LDCs, ODA, net to LDCs, as of OECD/DAC donors’ gross as percentage of total

million US dollars percentage of total national income ODA
Country 1990 2000 2004 1990 2000 2004 1990 2000 2004 2001 2004
Australia 171 293 350 17.9 29.7 24.0 0.34 0.27 0.25 2.1 1.2
Austria 106 113 168 63.1 25.7 24.8 0.11 0.23 0.23 . 1.3
Belgium 367 221 645 41.3 27.0 44.1 0.46 0.36 0.41 2.4 7.4
Canada 740 308 702 30.0 17.7 27.0 0.44 0.25 0.27 9.3 3.0
Denmark 462 537 735 39.4 32.3 36.1 0.94 1.06 0.85 0.6 0.3
Finland 317 112 153 37.5 30.2 23.3 0.65 0.31 0.35 1.0
France 2 286 1144 3169 33.3 27.9 37.4 0.60 0.30 0.41 0.4 1.6
Germany 1769 1212 2312 28.0 24.1 30.7 0.42 0.27 0.28 2.6 1.6
Greece . 19 65 . 8.4 14.0 . 0.20 0.23 . 0.2
Ireland 21 114 322 36.7 48.7 53.0 0.16 0.29 0.39 0.3 0.2
Italy 1382 389 788 40.7 28.3 32.0 0.31 0.13 0.15 1.4 14
Japan 1753 2159 1684 19.4 16.0 18.9 0.31 0.28 0.19 0.6 0.4
Luxembourg 10 46 87 39.4 37.4 36.9 0.21 0.71 0.83 . .
Netherlands 834 794 1453 33.0 25.3 34.6 0.92 0.84 0.73 2.7 3.2
New Zealand 18 29 65 18.9 25.6 30.6 0.23 0.25 0.23 10.8 10.7
Norway 532 427 837 44.2 33.8 38.1 1.17 0.76 0.87 4.1 2.8
Portugal 100 171 878 70.3 63.2 85.2 0.24 0.26 0.63 0.7 11
Spain 194 144 424 20.1 12.1 17.4 0.20 0.22 0.24 0.1
Sweden 775 532 762 38.7 29.6 28.0 0.91 0.80 0.78 0.9 0.8
Switzerland 325 270 399 43.3 30.3 25.8 0.32 0.34 0.41 6.3 8.2
United Kingdom 834 1426 2988 31.7 31.7 37.9 0.27 0.32 0.36 4.8 1.4
United States 2199 1989 4 504 21.6 20.0 22.9 0.21 0.10 0.17 6.7 3.4

Source: Development Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, International
Development Statistics CD-ROM (Paris, 2006).
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Table 12

World Bank/IMF debt relief under the HIPC Initiative, and public and publicly guaranteed

debt service

LDCs in HIPC Initiative and debt relief status with World Bank and IMF, March 2006

Debt service as
percentage of LDC
exports of goods,
services and income

World Bank ($ million) IMF ($ million) World Bank/IMF total abroad

To be Completion Percentage
Least developed countries considered point Committed Delivered Committed Delivered Committed Delivered delivered 1990 2004
Africa
Angola . . 8.1 14.8
Benin Mar-03 124.3 40.7 18.4 20.1 142.7 60.8 42.6 8.2 7.6
Burkina Faso Apr-02 236.7 46.4 27.7 29.7 264.4 76.1 28.8 6.8
Burundi floating 782.5 3.7 19.3 0.1 801.8 3.8 0.5 43.4 66
Cape Verde
Central African
Republic X 13.2
Chad floating 106.7 26 14.3 8.6 121 34.6 28.6 4.4
Comoros X
Democratic Republic
of the Congo floating 1031.2 82.3 228.3 34 1259.5 85.7 6.8
Djibouti
Equatorial Guinea
Eritrea X " " . " . " . "
Ethiopia Apr-04 1278.4 146.7 45.1 46.7 1323.5 193.4 14.6 39 5.3
Gambia floating 31.8 9.1 1.8 0.1 33.6 9.2 27.4 22.2 "
Guinea floating 233.6 60.9 24.2 5.2 257.8 66.1 25.6 20 19.9
Guinea-Bissau floating 179.6 26.2 9.2 0.5 188.8 26.7 14.1 31 16.1
Lesotho 4.2 4.5
Liberia X " . " . " . . .
Madagascar Oct-04 444.4 83.9 14.7 16.4 459.1 100.3 21.8 45.5 6
Malawi floating 588.5 104.2 23.1 11.6 611.6 115.8 18.9 29.3
Mali Mar-03 213.2 61.2 34.7 38.5 247.9 99.7 40.2 12.3 5.8
Mauritania Jun-02 172.8 36.3 348 38.4 207.6 74.7 36.0 29.8
Mozambique Sep-01 80.1 41.1 13.7 14.8 93.8 55.9 59.6 26.2 4.5
Niger Apr-04 408.7 58.9 31.2 34 439.9 92.9 21.1 17.4 7.5
Rwanda Apr-05 709 74.4 46.8 50.6 755.8 125 16.5 14.2 11.2
Sao Tome and Principe floating 44.9 6.3 . . . . . .
Senegal Apr-04 163.9 72.8 33.8 38.4 197.7 111.2 56.2 20 10.3
Sierra Leone floating 229.9 29.9 98.5 66 328.4 95.9 29.2 10 10.9
Somalia X
Sudan X 8.7 6
Togo X 11.9 2

24



A/61/82
E/2006/74

LDCs in HIPC Initiative and debt relief status with World Bank and IMF, March 2006

Debt service as

percentage of LDC

exports of goods,
services and income

World Bank ($ million) IMF ($ million) World Bank/IMF total abroad

To be Completion Percentage
Least developed countries considered point Committed Delivered Committed Delivered Committed Delivered delivered 1990 2004
Uganda May-00 629.1 109.5 68.1 70.2 697.2 179.7 25.8 81.4 6.9
United Republic of
Tanzania Nov-01 1157.1 253.8 89 96.4 1246.1 350.2 28.1 32.9 5.3
Zambia Apr-05 885.2 132.2 468.8 508.3 1354 640.5 47.3 14.7
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan
Bangladesh X 25.8 5.2
Bhutan X
Cambodia 4 0.8
Kiribati
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic X 8.7
Maldives -
Myanmar X 18.4 3.8
Nepal X 15.7 5.5
Samoa
Solomon Islands
Timor-Leste
Tuvalu
Vanuatu
Yemen 5.6 35
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti X 11 4

Sources: International Monetary Fund and International Development Association, Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
Initiative — Statistical Update (Washington, D.C., 21 March 2006), tables 5A and 6A, available at
http://www.imf.org/external/np/pp/eng/2006/032106.pdf, and World Bank, World Development Indicators 2006 (Washington,

D.C., in press).
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Table 13

Development of statistical services

MDG indicators
available of 47*

National accounts

Latest year
sent to

Current Household United 2000 or World Bank

Census UNFPA surveys MDG 2+ data Minimum Nations by later trade Agricultural capacity
Least developed countries since 1990 support since 1995 report 1 data pt. pts. dataset country statistics census support
Africa
Angola . 4 X 38 26 . X
Benin 2002 4 X 39 27 2005 X
Burkina Faso 1996 9 X 43 32 X 1998 X X X
Burundi 2007 X 2 X 44 28 " X X
Cape Verde 2000 4 X 29 14 2005 X X
Central African
Republic 2005 X 2 X 42 27 " X X
Chad 1993 X X 42 28 2001 X
Comoros 2003 X 35 22 X
Democratic Republic
of the Congo 30 19
Djibouti 2 X 28 22 X
Equatorial Guinea 2002 30 15 X
Eritrea “ 3 35 28 X
Ethiopia 1994 12 X 44 33 X X
Gambia 2003 2 X 40 21 X X X
Guinea 1996 5 X 37 27 X X
Guinea-Bissau 1991 2 X 36 13 " "
Lesotho 2001 4 40 29 X 2001 X X X
Liberia " 1 X 27 20
Madagascar 1993 11 X 42 33 X X
Malawi 1998 8 X 46 34 X X
Mali 1998 12 X 44 26 X X
Mauritania 2000 6 X 37 26 X X
Mozambique 1997 8 X 40 25 X 2005 X X X
Niger 2001 9 X 47 30 X 2004 X
Rwanda 2003 X 7 X 43 28 2004 X X
Sao Tome and Principe 2001 1 X 28 11 X
Senegal 2002 9 X 44 33 X X X
Sierra Leone 2004 2 X 33 16 X X
Somalia " 1 24 10 "
Sudan 1993 X 2 X 38 26 2000 X
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MDG indicators
available of 47* National accounts
Latest year
sent to
Current Household United 2000 or World Bank
Census UNFPA surveys MDG 2+ data Minimum Nations by later trade Agricultural capacity
Least developed countries since 1990 support since 1995 report 1 data pt. pts. dataset country statistics census support
Togo 2002 3 X 42 32 . X X
Uganda 2002 12 X 37 23 2000 X X
United Republic of
Tanzania 2002 8 X 44 31 2005 X X X
Zambia 2002 9 X 45 34 2004 X X
Asia and Pacific
Afghanistan 3 X 24 12 2005
Bangladesh 2001 13 X 40 34 2005 X X
Bhutan . 1 X 25 14 1998 X
Cambodia 1998 6 X 39 24 2003 X X
Kiribati 2000 R 19 18
Lao People’s
Democratic Republic 1995 6 X 40 29 2003 X
Maldives 1995 3 X 29 22 2004 X
Myanmar 2004 3 X 35 30 1998
Nepal 2001 9 X 41 32 2005 X X
Samoa 1991 R 23 22 X X
Solomon Islands 1999 R 21 14 2005
Timor-Leste 2004 4 X 20 8 2003
Tuvalu 2002 R 15 13 2004 X
Vanuatu 1999 R 22 18 2004 X
Yemen 2004 2 X 37 29 2005 X X
Latin America and
the Caribbean
Haiti 2003 X 35 20 1998

Sources: United Nations Statistics Division, Population and Vital Statistics Report, Series A, table 2 (United Nations publication,
available at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic/products/vitstats/seriesa2.htm); programme information provided by the
United Nations Population Fund, March 2006; World Bank, “Key Development Data and Statistics, Country Profiles”,
www.worldbank.org (accessed 3 March 2006); United Nations Statistics Division, “Assessment of countries’ capacity to
monitor MDG indicators: Table A, B and C”, background document (E/CN.3/2006/14) for the 37th session of the Statistical
Commission, held in New York 7-10 March 2006 (available at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/sc2006.htm); and

programme information of the Statistics Division on trade statistics.

Notes: “R” refers to inclusion of this country in Pacific Islands Regional Millennium Development Goals Report 2004, Secretariat
of the Pacific Community, Noumea, 2004.

* Does not include indicators not applicable to developing countries, or for which significant new information has become
available since the time the table was prepared.
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