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" RFQUEST FOR THE INCIUSION OF A SUPFLEMEWIARY ITEM
IN THE AGEEDA OF THE NINETEENTH SESSION

NON-PROLIFFEATION OF NUCLFAR WEAFONS
Letter dated 10 October 1991 from the Permanent

Representative of India to the Unlted Natlons
eddressed to the Secretgry-General

T have the honour, under the lanstrnebions of my Covermment, o propose for
inclusion in the agenda of the nineteenth session of the General Assembly the
supplementary item "Ned-proliferation of nuclear weapons’.

An explanstory memcrandum in sccordance with rule 20 of the rules of procedure
of the Genersl Assewbly 1s attached.

(Sigped) B.N. CHAKRAVARTY

Permanent Representatiilve of Indis
to the United Nations

6L4-21351, [ees
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EAPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

1, At its fourteenth, fiftecemth and sixteenth sessiops, the General Assembly
congidered the problem of non-dissemination of nuclesr wespons and adopted
resolutions 1380 (XIV), 1576 (XV), 1564 (¥VI) and 1665 (XVI). In its last
Tesolution on the subjeet adopted &t the inltlative of the Trish delegation, the
Agsembly was convineced tha:t an inc:ease in 'bhe mmber of States possessing nuclear
vespons was growing "more imminewt" and threstened not only to extend and intenslfy
the arpe race but also to increase. the difficuliles of avolding war and of
establishing international peace and security besed on the Tule of law. By the
ssme resolution, the Ausembly considered that the coaclusion of an internatlonal
agreement on non-proliferation of muclear Weapons was Necessary and ecalled upon all
Sta:t.ea - nuclear States as well as u‘oa‘ues not possessing nuclear weapons - to direct
their efforts to that eri.

2, Through protracted negoi,ia.t:! oas, -t-he Powers came to an agreement on test ban
and & treaty Iin that rogard was mgneﬁ 12 Moscow last year, That was an important
lendmsrk in the disarusment discussions. It restricted the development of nuclear
wesponsg end lmplied the rerunciation of the manufacture of these weapons of mass
destruct:iﬁﬁ on the part of those nor-mclear States who subscribed to the test-bdan
treaty. - But o8 the treaty difi not specifically prohibit menufacture, acquislition,
receipt or trensference of these weapane, the conclusion of an egreement on non=-
proliferation of nucleer weapcns would be the next loglcal step after the signing
of the test~ban treaty.

3« The Covermment of Indias, in cormon with a large number of Member States as
well as an overwhelming volume of world opinion, is ‘deeply concerned at the danger
inherent in the spread of uuclear weapons end atiaches great lmportance to measures
for limiting the seme, The Heads of African States have recently declared thelr
readiness to underteke an international treaty not to manufacture or acguire
nuclear weepons snd ealled upon all pesce-loving nations to adhere to the same .
undertaking, The increasing capacity of a large number of countries to make nucleat
and thermo-nuclear wespons mekes the adoption of messures in that direction all the
more lmperstive. The chances of success towards preventing the proliferation of

nuclear wespons are greeter now than afterverds when more Powers would come 10O

Joon
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posaess these deadly weapous. The acquisiticn of these wveanons by more waers
is bound to ereate more compiications in regard to gereral and complete di sarmament
and sggravate the danger of nuclear war,
b, In view of the urgency and Llmportance of concluding en agreement or ﬁreaty
on non~-dissemination of nuclear weaspons, the Government of India requests'that an
ltem entitled "Non-proliferation of nuclesr weapous” be inscribed in the agenda for

consideration by the CGeneral Assembly st its nineteenth session.

- a fosy
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