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REPOST OI' THE UNITED NATTONS SCG"NUIMC COIS{ITTM
ON TIIE M'FECIS OF ATOMIC AADIATION

l-. ghe Untted. l[atlons Scientl-fic CcmLttee on the Effects of Atonic
ladlatlon nas esta,bttshed by resolutlon 9LJ (X) of , December L95, af the tenth
gesgion of the GeneraL Asoenbly. It ha6 the foJ.lowlng medberg: Argentina,
Australla, 3elg1um, Brazll, Canade., Czechoslo.i,'akia, tr?ance, Ind1a, Japan,
Mexlco: Sved.en, Unlon of Soviet SocLallst Republics, Unlted. Arab BepubJ-lc,

Unlted. Klngdon of Great hitaln aod Northern lrela,nd. arrA United $lates of
.Aeerlca.
2. The ComLttee held. lts tveLfbh eesslon at the European Offlce, Geneva,

frorc 21 Ja.m:ary to ]0 January Ip6J. Dr. D. Senlnson of Argentlna and.

Dr. M.E.A. El-I{:aradly of the UnLted. Arab RepubJ:Lc eeryed- ag ChaLrman and
Ylce -Chalrnan reslectivefy,

0ONSIDEFATION oF SESrION I OF ArSOlrnrON 1764 (XVrr)
OF THE GENI'IAI,, ASSU,-I3W

3. At thJ-s sesslon, as requested- by the Geners,l Asserobfy ln operative
paragraph I of oectlon I of resofution 1f64 (:Wff), the Comlttee discupsed
1ts progtanme of work. The Cc@:ittee consldered- its future activity r:nder
the f ollowJ.ng headlnge:

SubJecte and 6cope of sclentlflc Btu{y
Reportlng ?racttce
Sources of infornatlon
Relatiooe w"ith IIN agencles and other organlzations
gclentlfic assLstance to the Ccmmlttee
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SubJects and 6co!e of sclentific study

4. The Canmittee noted. that the General Assembly had requested that 1t
continue the assessment of rad.latlon risks and that thls involved- revleving
on the one hand. the d-ose contrlbutlong from dlfferent sources of rad.latlon,
and on the other, the result s of bioJ.oglcal and. medlcal- studles which'r{ou-l-d- lead
to a better loolrledge of the genetic EJ]d scmatlc effects of radLatlon and. of the
ltiay 1n lth1ch the frequency of thei" occurrence d.epend.ed. upon rad.latlon do6e.

Any slgnificant change in e8tjrates of the d-oses recelved by hunsn tlssues or
in the evaluatlon of quantltatlve reLa.tlonshlps betl.reen d.ose and effects nlght
requlre rerrislon of the estimates of rad.latlon risirs.
5. The Connlttee surveyed. infornation that had beccme available slnce the
ad-optlon of its second. comprehenslve report to the Generat Assemblyrg
psrttcularly regarding enviroDmental contarnlnation, elxd. the scne,tlc effects of
rad.lation. fhe Ccordttee was of the oplnlon that new lnfomstion aljready
available and data that were ltkely to be forthconl.ng r'rithi:n the nerb year nlght
na^ke lt approprlate to und-erbalre a fhrbher reTiev of the d.ose contrilnrtLon frcm
short- s;ld. long-Llved. rnrclldeg - parblcuJ.arly those lntroduced. into the
enrrlronnent by nuclear tests - and. also of the relationshl! betveen l-evels of
radlatlon €;:d the induction of nallgnancies 1n n€,n, especlally LeukaenLa. The

Ccrmrl-ttee further felt that a general review of the factors t]lfluencing
radJ-atlon sensitlqlty voul-d. throw nuch 11ght on the lnductLon of genetic elrd
sonatlc effects and llotrld. therefore deuand the Conmlttee's attentlon.

Reporttng practlce
6. The Ccmuittee dlscussed. the way ln rri:lch lt shoul.d. report to the
General- Assenbly and. consldered. that the Ggrrcfal Assenbly vould be effectlvely
keBt lnfor&ed of the results of the Comitteers eontlnutng delibere,tlons if the
Connlttee subnltted., at relatlvely frequent but not necessarlfy yearlJ lntervals,
shorb or special-1zed reports on any concluslons slgnificantly affectlng the
estimates of rad.lation risk. The Ccnmlttee lefb open the posslbl].lty of
?reparlng a nev general re!"lev of the rtrole fle1d. of study encomlassed. by lts
terEs of reference at a tlme'when sclentlflc progress would., in its op1n1on,

so requlre.
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7. The Ccmlttee expressed. the hope that the de,ta at its dlsposal. lrcuJ-d nake

it posslbJ.e to prepare for submisslon to the nLneteenth sesgion of the
Genexal AssFrnhfy a shorb report d.eal-lng with such revisea eetimates of rlsks
as ntght result from its consld-eration of the d.oses due to emrironmentaL
contanlnation, and. of its suryey of advances ln the larovledge of "adlatlon-
induced mal-ignancles 1n nan, lncludJ-ng l-eukaemlas. If approprlate at that tlm.e,
the reporb woul-d. al-so enbody a reviev of expoeurb from other sources of
radiatlon and the concluslono of the Conm:ittee t g d.lscusslone on radlo- sensltivity,
whtch rcight othenrLse fono the subJect of separate reports at later datee.
B. The Comittee noted. that a progresE report vouJ-d., as ln the ps,st, be

subnltted. to the General- Assembly every yeal.

Sources of infornation

9. The Comlitee e:q:reseed. the rnrish that States Members of the United. Nations,
lte speclelized. agencles s,nd- the International- AtonLc Enerry Agenqr, as @lso the
egencies theneelveg snd a ormber of non-governmentaL organizatlons, vould. contlnue
to supply the Comittee r-tth the lrforuetion it needed. to carry out tt6 ta,sk, 1n
parbicuJ-ar on radl-atlon J-eveLs frcrm varlouE sorrces arad on genetlc and. sonatlc
effecte of radl-atlon. The Comlttee edphasiEeal the l nporbance of the submisslon
of theee reports at the earllest posslble d.ates afber the reLevant lnformatlon
had becone avaiLabLe.

Relations v'Lth Unlted. Nations agencies and. other oyganlzattons

l-0. The Comrlttee enphaslzed. the lnportence for lts vork of the asststence that
it expected. to receive frcm the sleclalizeA agencies of the Unlted Natlon6, the
Internattonal Aj;onl.c Enerry Agency and. euch non-governmenta.l- agencies as the
International Ccmlsslon on Radiologlcal Protectlon a'rid. the fnternatlonal
Ccunl-sslon on RadI.oLoglcal- Unlts and. Measu"ements. It noted. the lnterest of the
llortd Health Organizatlon 1n studles in areas of high natural radlatlon and.

that of the Internatlonal Atouic Enerry Agency ln the standardization of
ratlloactive sa.:lples.
IL. In the course of its dlscusslon of eavlronuental contaelnation, the
Conmittee recognlzed. that it vou1d. greatly beneflt from a contlnued close
co-operatlon \,rlth the Food. and Agrlculture Organlzatton and discussed the way
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ln uhleh data on dletary contaolna,tlon and- ccmpositlon csul-d be oost
approprla,teqf presented by that organlzatlon so that they nlght be of the
greatest va}:e to the Comlttee ln the preparatlon of i-t s reports to the
General Assembly.
12. The Ccmlttee recognlzed i;he imporbance of revlewlng the irfonnairion
regard.hg the trarxsporb e&d distribution of rad.1o-actlve d.ebrls in the
atmosphere and. requested that the I,tror]-d MeteorologlceJ- Organlzatlon be lnvlted
to conveue a snaJ.l gFoup of expertg Thtch shoul"d dl-scuss.Iltlth the Coonlttee,
durlng parb of 1t6 thlrbeenth eeeelon, certaln meteoroLoglca-l probleros of
lnterest to It.
Sclentif ic aselsta.nce

L\. The Colmittee requested. that the Secretariat provide :lt vlth sclentlflc
aesLsta$ce of the kind. lt had. received 1n the trEst.

CONSIDEFAf,TON OF TIIE PIAN PXEEA,RM BT THE
1.IO3J.D I{ETEOROf,CGIEAL ORCANI'ATIC\N FOR TEE
I}{PIEMEOXIATION OF SECTIO$ II CF GENEFAL

assa'{BrrY aEsoruTfcN $29 ()ffr)

Il+. The Comlttee gave detel].ed conslderation to the pLan proposed by the
Worl.d. IleteoroLoglcat organizatlon (A/SZSZ) for the 'rralJ-ementation of gectlon If
of resohtio-n 1629 (KfI) of the GeneraL Assembly, As a result of l-ts
d.el-iberatlons the Comlttee ad.opted a statement contalnlng a oueber of
reccmendetlons on those aspects of the pla,n whlch feLL r'dthl-n the tetms of
reference of the Ccmrtttee, The Co!@Lttee requested that the statement be

tranffo1tted. to the Secretary-General of the ],Iorld. Meteorologlcal- Organlze,tlon.

TIIUE AND PIACE OF NDCT MEEIING

L5. The Coruolttee recbgnlzed. thet ln 1964 lt lrouLd be necessary to hold. tvo
sesstons, each of two weeks I duratlon, the one ln l,larch and the other 1n

June or JuJy, and lt asked. that arrangements should be rnade for one of the
6es6ion6, lreferably the fourteenth, to be held. at lleailquarbers, and. the other
at the nu"opesf,I office.




