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REPORT OF THE UNITED NATTONS SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE
ON THE EFFECTE OF ATOMIC RADIATION

1. The United Nabtlons Sclentific Committee on the Effects of Atomie
Rediation was established by resclution 913 {X) of 3 December 1955 et the tenth
sesslon of the General Assembly. It hasg the following menbers: Argentine,
Australis, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Czechoslovakis, France, Indla, Japan,
Mexico, Sweden, Unlon of Soviet Socialist Republics, United Arab Republic,
United Kingdom of Greet Britain and Northern Treland and United Stetes of
Amerdica.
2. The Committee held 1ts twelfth session gt the Furopesn Office, Geneva,
from 21 January to 30 January 1963. Dr. D. Beninson of Argenting and
Pr. M.E.A, El-Kheradly of the United Arsb Republic served as Chairman and
Vice-Cheirman respectively.
CONSIDERATION OF SECTICN I OF RESCLUTICN 1764k (XVIT)
OF THE CENEFAL ASSEMBLY

3., At this sessgion, as requested by the General Assembly In operative
peragraph 5 of sectlion I of resclution 1764 (XVIT), the Committee discussed
lts progremme of work. The Committes considered its future activity unger
the followling headlngs:

Subjects and scope of scientifiec study

Reporting practicse

Scurces of Informstion

Relations with ﬁN agencies and other organizations

Selentific assistance to the Committee
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Subjects and scope of seclentific stuly

L. The Committee noted that the Generel Assembly had requested that it
continue the assessment of radiastion risks and that this involved reviewing

on the one hand the dose contributions from differeﬁt sources of radiation,

and on the other, the results of biological and medicel studies which would lead
to a bétter knowledge of the genetic and scmatic effects of radiation and of the
way 1n which the frequency of thelr occurrence depended upon radiation dose.
Any significant change in estimates of the doses received by humen tissues or
in the evaluation of guantitatlve relationships between dose and effects might
require revislon of the estimaltes of radiation risks.

5 The Committee surveyed informetion that had beccme svaeilable since the
adoption of its second comprehensive report to the CGeneral Assembly,l
pvarticularly regarding envircnmental contamination, and the scmatic effects of
radiation. The Ccmmittee was of the oplnion that new informstion already
available and data that were likely to be forthcoming within the next year might
make it apprepriate to urdertake & further review of the dose contribution from
short- and long-lived mclides - particulafly those introduced into the
environment by nmuclear tests - and alsc of the relaticnship between levels of
rediation and the induction of melignancies in men, especially leukememiea. The
Cecrmmittee further felt thét e general review of the Ffactors influencing
redistion sensltivity would throw much light on the induction of genetic and
scmatic effects and would therefore demand the Committee's attention.

Reporting practilce

6. The Committee discussed the way in which it should report to the

General Assembly and considered thet the Gemeial Assembly would be effectively
kept informed of the results of the Committee's continuing deliberatlions if the
Commlttee submitted, et relatively fregquent but not necessarily yesrly intervals,
short or specialized repcorts on sny conclusions significently affecting the
estimates of radimtion risk. The Committee left open the possibility of
preparing a new general review of the whole field of study encompassed by its

terms of reference gt a time when scientiflc progress would, in its oplnlon,

80 require,
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T« The Coomittee expressed the hope that the date at its disposel would make
it possible ‘to prepare for submission to the nineteenth session of the

Generel Assembly & short report dealing with such revised estimates of risks

ag might result from its conslderation of the doses due to environmental
contemination, and of its survey of advances in the knowledge of rediation-
induced malignancies in man, including leukaemias., If gppropriate st thet time,
the report would also embody s review of exposuré from other scurces of
radiation and the conclusions of the Committee's discussions on radio-sensitivity,
which might otherwise form the subject of separste reports at leter dates.

8., The Committee noted that a progress report would, as in the vast, be
submitted to the General Assembly every year.

Sources of information

9. The Committee expressed the wish that States Members of the Untted Nations,
ite speeclalized agencles and the International Atomle Energy Agency, as also the
agencies themselves and & mumber of non-govermmental organlzations, would continue
to supply the Committee with the informetion it needed to carry cut its task in
particular on radistion levels from various scurces snd on genetic and somatic
effects of radiation. The Committes emphasigzed the importancé of the submlssion
of these reports at the earliiest possible dates after the relevant informetion
had become aveilable.

Relations with United Nations agencies and other organizatlions

10. The Committee emphasized the importance for its work of the assistance that
it expected to receive from the specialized agencies of the United Nations, the
Internetional Atcmic Ensrgy Agency and such non-governmental agencies as the
Internationel Commission on Rediclogleal Protectlion anmd the International
Commission on Redlological Unlts and Messurements. It noted the interest of the
World Health Organizatidn in studies in aress of high'natural radlation and

that of the Internatiomsal Atomic Fnergy Agency in the standardizetion of
redicactive samples..

11. In the course of its discussilon of envirommental contamination, the
Committee recognized that it would grestly benefit from a continued close

co-operation with the Food and Agriculture Organization and discuassed the way
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in which dats on dletary contamination and composition could be most
appropriately presented by thet organization so that they might e of the
greatest value to the Committee in the preparation of its reports to the
General Assembly.

12, The Committeée recognized the importance of reviewing the information
regarding the transport and distribution of radio-active debris in the
a&mosphére and requested that the World Meteorcloglcal Orgenilzetion be Invited
to convene & small group of experts which should discuss.with the Committee,

during part of its thirteenth session, certain meteorologicel problems of
interest to it.

Scienﬁific'assistance

13. The Committee requested that the Secretariat provide it with seientific.
asslstance of the kind it had received in the past.

CCNSIDERATION OF THE PILAN PREPARED BY THE

WORLD METECROLCGICAL ORCANIZATTCN FOR THE

IMPLEMENTATION OF SECTICHM IT CF GENEEAL

 ASSEMBLY RESOLUTICN 1629 (XVI)
1%, The Committee gave detalled comsiderabion to the plan proposed by the
World Meteorological Orgenization (A/5253) for the implementation of section II
of resomtic;n' 1629 (XVI) of the General Assembly. As a result of its
deliberations the Committee adopted a statement containingAa number of
recommendations on those aspects of the plan which fell within the Terms of
reference 6f the Committee. The Commlittee requested that the statement be
trensmitted to the Secretary-General of the World Meteorologicael Orgenization.

TIME AND PTACE OF NEXT MEETING

15, The Committee recognized that in 1964k 1%t would be necessery to hold two
sessions, each of two weeks' duretion, the one in March and ﬁhe other in

June or July, and 1t asked that arrangements should be made for one of the
sessions, preferably the fourteenth,to be held at Headquarters, and the other
gt the European office,
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