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Summary

The activities of the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace, Disarmament and
Development in Latin America and the Caribbean were suspended in July 1996 owing to the
lack of sufficient voluntary contributions to finance the operational and administrative costs
of the Centre. Since then, the Centre had remained inoperational and activities involving the
region were carried out through United Nations Headquarters. The General Assembly, in
section Il of its resolution 52/220 of 22 Deceml397, requested the Secretary-General
to fill the three posts of the Directors of the three regional centres for peace and disarmament,
and encouraged the Directors of the centres to establish contact with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP) and the regional organs, as well as with Member States
of the different regions, with a view to finding resources for revitalization of the activities
of the centres. On 1 Decemb&®98, the Director of the Regional Centre foedee,
Disarmament and Development in Latin America and the Caribbean was appointed by the
Secretary-General as a first step towards the revitalization of the Centre. On assuming his
post, the Director undertook several missions within and outside the region with a view to
securing funding and laying the gundwork for possible cooperation between the Regional
Centre and Governments, regional entities, research institutes and non-governmental
organizations.

A programme of work drawn up by the Director following consultations with Member
States in the region contains activities dealing with regional and subregional security issues.

" A/54/150.

99-25559 (E) 200999


<<ODS JOB NO>>N9925559E<<ODS JOB NO>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>>A/54/310<<ODS DOC SYMBOL1>> <<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>><<ODS DOC SYMBOL2>> 


A/54/310

These include the training of national police forces and border patrol officers in combating
trafficking in firearms, ammunition and explosives, the organization of seminars on
awareness-building for existing regional agreements and the training of regional peacekeepers
in implementing disarmament mandates. As the first such activity, the Regional Centre
assisted the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat in
organizing a workshop for the region, held at Lima, on 23 and 24 June 1999, in pursuance
of General Assembly resolution 53/77 T of 4 Decemb@98, by which the Secretary-General

was requested to conduct broad-based consultations on illicit trafficking in small arms. Several
other projects to be carried out in cooperation with regional organizations are being planned
and are scheduled to be initiated in the second halP&9 and the first half of 2000.

The past eight months since the reactivation of the Regional Centre have been a period
of vigorous fund-raising by the Director. Despite the relative success achieved in this regard,
the full functioning of the Centre is still hampered by the lack of sufficient resources for
operational and administrative costs. It is hoped that, with the strong support of Member
States, the viability of the Centre will be ensured in the forthcoming years.
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|. Introduction 5.  During the period under review, the Centre initiated
new contacts with potential partners within and outside the

1. The present report is submitted pursuant to Genefg@ion, discussing possible cooperation with Governments
Assembly resolution 53/78 F of 4 DecemHea98, etitled and regional organizations, research institutes, academic
“United Nations regional centres for peace and disarmamenistitutions and individual experts, as well as United Nations
in which the Assembly requested the Secretary-Generall&fional bodies. Formal cooperation in and coordination of
provide all necessary support, within existing resources, {¢ Centre’s work has also been initiated with other United
the regional centres in carrying out their programmes Dtations agencies and e_ntltles, as W(_all as _W|th the Regional
activities and to report to the Assembly at its fifty-fourtf-€ntre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa.

session on the implementation of the resolution. 6. Various Governments in the region and regional

2. The report covers the activities and the ﬁnanci&rganizations have forma!ly and inf_ormally welcomed the
situation of the reactivated Regional Centre for Peac@volvement of the Centre in promoting the development of
Disarmament and Development in Latin America and tH@ng-term solutions to national and transborder security

Caribbean during the period Decemd®98—July 1999. problems. The Centre has also participated in regional and
subregional meetings with a view to intensifying efforts to

avoid overlapping of its activities with those of other
[I. Functioning and mandate institutions.

7. In response to an invitation by the Economic
3. The United Nations Regional Centre for Peac&ommission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC),
Disarmament and Development in Latin America and thtbe Centre participated in a meeting of 23 regional United
Caribbean, located at Lima, was established in 1987, pursublations bodies at Santiago, on 6 May 1999, to improve inter-
to General Assembly resolution 41/60 J of 3 Decem@86. agency coordination and promote collaborative action. The
It functions under the auspices of the Department foneeting also provided an opportunity for the Centre to
Disarmament Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat argkplore areas of inter-agency cooperation. Discussions were
is mandated to provide, upon request, substantive supportifutiated with ECLAC with the objective of developing a Latin
the initiatives and other activities of the Member States of thmerican and Caribbean version of a future United Nations
region for the implementation of measures for peace aimier-agency database (to be known as UNITEData), which
disarmament and for the promotion of economic and sociabuld enable regional United Nations agencies, non-
development. The Centre functioned until the end of Jug®vernmental organizations and research institutes to learn
1996, when its operations were suspended owning nwre about each other’s work.

insufficient voluntary contributions to finance its activities8 The Centre has launched a project entitled “Regional

and ag_rnlnltstrat:cvtehcocs:ts.tFoIIt())leg tge api)omt(r;nent Oflthtefearing house on illicit trafficking in firearms, ammunition
new irector ot the Lentre by he Secretary-oeneral, L), explosives”, which is an initiative intended to serve as

pursuance of General Assembly resolution 52/220 of ool for nurturing national and regional expertise in the field

Decempe1997 and his assumption of office on 1 Decembed practical disarmament through workshops, fellowship and
1998’ vigorous e_ffprts have b_e‘?'_‘ launched to raise funds Wﬂ; ining programmes. The project promotes such initiatives
a view to revitalizing the activities of the Centre. as collective and national efforts to control the increasing
4.  Inpursuit of its mandate, the Centre renewed its aim ilicit flow of firearms, ammurition and explosives in the
serving the countries in the region as: (a) a means &fgion, and to foster the sharing of experience and lessons
promoting subregional, regional and cross-regional activitieearned among regions. A similar project has been initiated
(b) a tool to identify synergies between security anith Africa by the Regional Centre at Lomé, which will host in
development issues; and (c) an instrument for the Unitedrly September 1999 the first joint meeting of the two
Nations in playing a proactive role in the establishment ofr@gional centres to develop the “Institutions fighting illicit
secure environment for social and economic developmentdarms trafficking database” (IFITData).

the region. 9.  Pursuant to the policy of cross-regional cooperation, the

Director of the Centre participated in a meeting held at
Bamako, from 22 to 25 March 1999, which launched the
programme for coordination and assistance for security and
development, with a view to learning more about the efforts

I1l. Activities
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undertaken to implement the Moratorium on the Importation, a need to address the caibeis wéfficking and the
Exportation and Manufacture of Small Arms and Light necessityto devise ways and means to curb the flow of arms
Weapons, declared by the Heads of Government of States into the region, in particular weapons for military use. It was
members of the Economic Community of West African States further stressed that the United Nations had a specific role to
(see A/53/763-S/1998/1194). This meeting provided an playinthe region by ensuring the constant flow of information
opportunity for the development of cross-regional actions and  on the issue. In that regard, the development of databases on
cross-fertilization between projects organized by the two specific areas of illicit trafficking was encouraged. Another
regional centres at Lomé and Lima. It also established the role suggested for the United Nations was that of providing
grounds for the exchange of experience, where lessons a platform for the law enforcement and other related
learned in the process of preparing and adopting the communitiesto meet and discuss common pralilgins of
Moratorium were shared with the Latin America and the trafficking. It was noted in this connection that the work of
Caribbean region. the United Nations should be carried out with a view to

10. The Centre participated in a subregional seminar on fhigpporting the |mpl_er_nen_tat_|qn of eX|s_t|ng_ reg|ona_1l
proliferation of small arms, ammunition and explosives an%‘greements and tq aSS|st|_ng individual countries in preparing

its influence on regional stability, which took place at Bueno emselves to ratify and implement them.

Aires, from 17 to 19 May 1999. The event, organized bythe 14. The Centre was also represented at the sixteenth
Government of Argentina, was attended by some 20 International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL)
representatives from intelligence services, border patrol, Regional Conference for the Americas held at San Salvador
customs, gendarmeries and national police forces of member from 26 to 28 May 1999. The objective of the Centre’s
States of the Common Market of the Southern Cone attendance was twofold: (a) to learn more about the new
(MERCOSUR), namely Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and INTERPOL strategic development plan; and (b) to identify
Uruguay, and associated countries Chile and Bolivia, as well areas of cooperation between INTERPOL and the Centre. In
as officials of the United Nations. this connection, the Director of the Centre presented the
11. The Buenos Aires seminar represented a first initiatif&/"€nt and planned activities of the Department for
undertaken in cooperation with the Department fi isarmament Affairs and its Centre on illicit trafficking in
Disarmament Affairs pursuant to General Assemb all arms for the Latin America and the Caribbean region.
resolution 53/77 T, in which the Secretary-General iSrospects of cooperation with the Centre were generallyse_en
requested to hold broad-based consultations on illidffith reéspect to some aspects of the INTERPOL strategic
trafficking in small arms, taking into account the ongoin§€VeloPment plan and the Centre’s regional clearing house

work of the Group of Governmental Experts on Small Armé)roject. INTERPOL and the Centre have started discussions
with all Member States, interested regional and subregior{gldefmp a mem_orandu_m_ (_Jf urg)derstand?g form_ally _detf:ulmg
organizations, international agencies and experts. Some of fihgcific cooperation activities between the two institutions.

recommendations and conclusions have called for cooperation 15. The Centre was twice officially represented at meetings
between MERCOSUR member States and associated convened by the Organization of American States (OAS)
countries and the United Nations, as well as cooperation in  during the reporting period. The first occasion occurred on
the development of national databases and subregional 15 Deck@@8when the newly appointed Director of the
capacity-building. Centre accompanied the Under-Secretary-General for

12. Pursuant also to the above-mentioned resolution, Rgarma}ment Affairs tq make presentations to the Committee
Centre assisted the Department for Disarmament Affairs N Hem_|spher|c Security, pursuant to reqqests made in .OAS
organizing at Lima, from 23 to 25 June 1999, a workshop Jﬁsglutmns f9r support and t_he promotion of the Un!ted

the theme “lllicit trafficking in small arms: Latin American'\lat!onS Register (?f Conventional Arms anc_i the U_r_uted

and Caribbean issues”. The event provided an additional alHauons_ standardized system for reporting military

more comprehensive opportunity to stimulate debate on tﬁépendltures.

magnitude of the problem in the region and possible measures 16. This meeting, and another invitation extended by OAS
to combat illicit trafficking, and to identify the role of the for the Director of the Centre to participate at a second
United Nations in the region in that regard. workshop of the Committee on Hemispheric Security on

13. The workshop also provided a forum for region£°nfidence and security-building measures in Washington,

experts to debate the role that the Centre could play a4~ fom 19 t0 20 May 1999, laid the basis for cooperation

United Nations entity. The view was expressed that there wA§{WeeN OAS and the Centre. Participants in both events
welcomed the decision of the General Assembly to reactivate
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the Centre. Discussions at the Committee level led to a 21. Atpresent, the Centre operates with a Director and the
commitment to a first joint activity during the first quarter of administrative support of UNDP at Lima. Two staff members
2000. have been pledged by the Governments of Belgium and

17. Agreement has also been reached with the Inte%‘-’veden under the asgociate experts programme c_)f the
American Drug Abuse Control Commission of OAS td)epartment of Ec_onom|c anc_l SO.C'aI Affa|rs_of the United
organize a series of joint seminars during the second half%ﬁ“ons Segretarlat._Countngs n th? region have also
1999. From the perspective of the Centre, the seminars Vﬁffpressed mtgrest n _part|C|pat|ng in the programme.

be organized within the framework of the regional clearin%dequate fur_1d|ng for h|_r|ng '°°"’T' ‘find qther staff mem_bers
house project and should support activities aimed at assist m the region to provide administrative and operational
national institutions to better understand the different issug&PPO"t has, however, yet to be found.

related to the Inter-American Convention against the lllicit 22. The relative success of the past eight months of fund-
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition raising does not provide for adequate financing for the full-
and Explosives, and Other Related Materials (see A/53/78, functioning of the Centre. The Secretary-General, therefore,
annex) and Model Regulations for the Control of the strongly supports and reiterates the appeal made by the
International Movement of Firearms, their Parts and General Assemblyin its resolution 53/78 F to Member States
Components and Ammunition, approved by OAS. in each region and to those that are able to do so, as well as

18. Inaddition, within the framework of General AssembI§P intgrgo_vernmental and int(_arnational non-governmental
resolution 53/77 M of 4 Decemb@@98, on consolidation of 2f9anizations ~and  foundations, to make voluntary
peace through practical disarmament measures, the Cefff8lributions to the Centre to enable it to strengthen and
has initiated consultations with a number ofitries in the 'MPlémentits programme of activities.

region on the possibility of undertaking adties concerning 23. A report on the status of the trust fund for the Centre
conflict prevention and practical disarmament measures. will be contained in an addendum to this report.

IV. Finance and staffing V. Conclusions and observations

19. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 24. The activities carried out during the period under
41/60 J, the Centre was established on the basis of existing review demonstrated the usefulness and timeliness of
resources and of voluntary contributions that Member States reactivating the operations of the United Nations Regional
and interested organizations might make to that end. The task Centre for Peace, Disarmament and Development in Latin
of the Department for Disarmament Affairs and the Director America and the Caribbean. The Centre has already begun
of the Centre during the period under review has thus also facilitating regional security debates, providing support to
been one of mobilizing the required resources for operating conflict prevention initiatives, as well as facilitating the
the Centre, as well as planning its future activities, identifying sharing of experience on security matters. It has also
an appropriate new location and preparing for the various contributed to the coordination of United Nations efforts
activities planned in the Centre’s work programme. towaredgp and disarmament in the region with a view to

20. The present situation of the trust fund has improved gg;lking such efforts more dynamic and meaningful.

a result of the fund-raising efforts. In the span of eight 25. Withinits mandate, the Centre is in a unique position
months, six countries have pledged to contribute financially to further the understanding of the relationship between
or to provide human resources support to the activities and security and development, to increase the role of the
operations of the Centre. As at the end of July 1999, voluntary  Organization in creating new impetus for the development of
contributions in the amount of US$ 53,415 have been ideas linking security issues with social and economic
received. In adidion, the Government of Japan has development measures, and to be a regional catalyst for
contributed US$ 50,000 in support of the Centre’s activities  #edby and with Member States, as difically neutral

related to practical disarmament measures. The Secretary- platform for discussions on security and development issues.
General wishes to express his gratitude to the Governm

of Peru, the host country, for its contribution to and overa%%['
support of the Centre. He would also like to thank tha
Governments of Colombia, Japan, Norway, Panama aa
Sweden for their generous support.

The Secretary-General is of the view that the Centre at
ima has the potential to be a strong focal point for peace,
isarmament and development issues for Governments, non-
ernmental organizationsidustry and the diverse sectors
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of civil society in the region and for disarmament and
development initiatives, such as weapons collection and
conversion programmes. The Secretary-Gene@id to the
support and cooperation of Member States for the Centre in
the quest for regional peace and security in the twenty-first
century.



