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|. Introduction manifestations, which poses a serious threat to peace, security
and stability in the region and therefore to the improvement

1. Atits fifty-third session, the General Assembly adopte%f the current politice}l, economic and social situa_tion; invited
resolution 53/82 of 4 Decemb&B98, etitled “Strengthening all States_ of the region to address, through various forms of
of security and cooperation in the Mediterranean region”, ffPoperation, problems and threats posed to the region, such
which the Assembly called upon all States of th&S terro_rl_sr_n, mternatlonal_crlme and |II|c_|t arms tran_sfe_rs, as
Mediterranean region that had not yet done so to adhere to%fll @s illicit drug poduction, consumption and trafficking,
the multilaterally negotiated legal instruments related to ty¥hich jeopardize the friendly relations among States, hinder
field of disarmament and non-proliferation, thus creating tHg€ development of international cooperation and result in the
necessary conditions for strengthening peace and cooperafi§gtruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms and the
in the region; encouraged all States of the region to favour tHemocratic basis of pluralistic society; requested the
necessary conditions for strengthening thgecre;ary—General to Sl_me_lt areport on means to st_rengthen
confidence-building measures among them by promotirzﬁc_u”ty ar_1d coop_erat|on m_the Mednerraneqn region; and
genuine openness and transparency on all military matte §p|d_ed to mc!ude in th_e provisional agen_da of its f|fty-_fourth
by participating in the United Nations system for th&€SSion fche _|tem ent|tl_ed “Strengthe_nlng of security and
standardized reporting of military expenditures and K§POPeration in the Mediterranean region.”

providing accurate data and information to the United Natior’s  To date, the following Governments have replied, and
Register of Conventional Arms (see Assembly resolutiaheir responses are reproduced in section Il below. Any
46/36 L), encouraged the Mediterranean countries teplies or notifications received subsequently will be issued
strengthen further their cooperation in combating terrorismas addenda to the present report.

in all its forms and

* AI54/150.
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1. Replies received from Governments their nuclear facilities to international monitoring by the
International Atomic Energy Agency.

Algeria 6. The political and security partnershipauld be based
[Original: French] onthe Iittoral' Statesi §hared politipal will to take up common
[27 July 1999] cnallgnges in a Spll"lt nf SO|Id6.1I’Ity through reslpect for the
principles enshrined in international law, especially those of
1. Algeria fully supports the objectives and activitieg,on-interference in the internal affairs of other States, the
contemplated by the General Assembly in its resolutigfyn-use of force or the threat of force and respect for
53/82, entitled “Strengthening of security and cooperation gbvereignty. This would help to strengthen democracy,
the Mediterranean region”. consolidate the rule of law and eliminate new types of threats
2. Algeria has always cooperated and participated in &l peace and security, in particular the scourge of terrorism.

projects and initiatives aimed at promoting dialogue;,  Owing to its transnational nature, terrorism poses a
concerted action and cooperation in the Mediterranean regi@QRyious threat to the security and stability of the region, to
This attitude is proof of its firm conviction that only a genuinestate institutions and to the rule of law. For this reason, it
partnership can help to establish an area of stability apdquires sustained coordination and cooperation of all the

security in the Mediterranean region and promote an areagéditerranean countries, which must take @tassary steps
common development and prosperity. It is in this spirit tha ejiminate it.

Algeria has become involved in the Barcelona process, which With dioth . di ial hi
seeks to establish a framework for renewed partnership.8:  Withregard to the economic and financial partnership,
Algeria stresses the need to reduce development disparities

3. After the Barcelona conference in November 199%6tween the two shores of the Mediterranean and, in this
which laid the foundation for a new relationship between théynnection, calls for a strengthening  of the
two sides of the Mediterranean based on partnership afggd;o-Mediterranean Partnership (MEDAL) financial
common interests, the process was given new impetus by figgramme. Algeria also advocates the promotion of foreign
mid-term ministerial meeting, held at Palermo, Italy, in Jungirect investment flows and their just and equitable
1998, and the third Euro-Mediterranean ministerigfistribution among countries of the region. It considers that
conference, held at Stuttgart, Germany, in April 1999, whiggreign direct investment is necessary to enhance the progress
provided a political stimulus to relations in themade by the partner countries of the Mediterranean region in
European-Mediterranean region, put the process back @g areas of macroeconomic consolidation and economic
track and gave it a comprehensive, balanced ag@nsition. Algeria also calls for a review of the debt issue and
multidimensional approach based on the necessary balageg,e possibility of debt-equity swaps. Clearly, what is taking
between the three parts of the Barcelona Declaration. Ag@ce is the establishment of new economic relations and the
result of these two conferences, it has been possible to M¥Bmotion of a partnership for development. The free-trade
ahead in the areas of terrorism and the charter for peace ada should not be an end in itself, but rather a means of
stability in the Mediterranean region. achieving the more ambitious objective of creating an area

4.  Algeria has spared no effort in helping to consolidatf shared prosperity.

this_progres; and to protect and strengthen it as a fundamestal \wjth respect to the partnership in social, cultural and
political achievement. human affairs, Algeria considers that there can be no

5. Algeria considers that peace and stability in thiee-trade area, presumably involving the unhampered flow
Mediterranean region are essential prerequisites for econofcgoods and services, unless the important issue of the
and social development. Any confidence-building measuf@ovement of persons is taken into consideration. The
aimed at strengthening peace, security and stability in tB@ministrative procedures for issuing visas must be simplified
Mediterranean region implies just and lasting solutions &nd improved in order to promote movement back and forth
conflicts, the peaceful settlement of disputes and concreégross the Mediterranean. In this regard, Algeria welcomes
effective disarmament measures, involviigter alia, the the holding in March 1999 of the first Euro-Mediterranean

accession of all States of the region to the multilater@xpert seminar on migration and the movement of persons,
agreements banning weapons of mass destruction (such ag@gicularly as the Ministers for Foreign Affairs reaffirmed

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and tfiee need for follow-up on this important issue at Stuttgart.

Convention on Chemical Weapons) and the submission of @) Algeria is also strongly convinced of the importance of
the Mediterranean Forum, which provides a useful framework



A/54/261

for coordination and dialogue. Owing to its informal nature, 3. The European Union, convinced that the multiple
this mechanism can make a significant contribution to other existing problems of security and cooperation in the
regional mechanisms and, in particular, to the Barcelona Mediterranean region demand a holistic, multidisciplinary and
process. It gives member countries an opportunity to consider  concerted approach, has continued its work on giving impetus
political and security problems and economic, social and to the different existing initiatives in order to improve
cultural issues in the region. dialogue and cooperation between the two shores of the
11. Asaresult of the latest ministerial meetings, at Pal editerranean. In this sense, efforts have been carrigd outin

de Mallorca, Spain, on 6 and 7 April 1998, and vallettd e framework of the common foreign and security policy and

Malta on 3 and 4 March 1999, significant progress has be@’? .Bar(_:elohna pro_cessl,z\f/fvhlchr:s thebcore of Engear? Ur;:pn
made in addressing issues related to security and stabiliift'O" I the region. Efiorts have been carried out in this
the region. For example, a list of measures to prevent a fppect also in other f_orums and organizations, S_UCh as the
combat terrorism has been adopted, and it has been deciM\ée(?ter_n Egrope’\?;\TLJonlor;](WoEU), t_he Nortfh Agantlc_Treatg
to hold periodic ad hoc meetings to consider this importaf‘&rg"’mlzatlon ( ), the Organization for Security an

issue. With regard to the Euro-Mediterranean Charter fgrooperation ip E“rOF_’e (OSCE) a_nd the_ Council of Europe.
Peace and Stability, the 11 countries of the Forum, beari order to avoid possible duplication or interference among

in mind the document submitted by the Presidency of tigem, complementarity is regarded as an essential basis of
European Union, have helped to make significant progre@@logue'
towards the development of that instrument. 4. Confirming the importance it gives to the

12. Within this same framework of cooperation anylediterranean, the European Union has initiated, in the

dialogue in the Mediterranean region, which Algeria hafgamework of the development of the Amsterdam Treaty

always supported, the fifth Conference of Ministers of th@rticles_ 11, 12 and 13_'2) and the implementatiop of the
Interior of Western Mediterranean Countries, in Whicﬁonclu§|ons of the P“?S_'O_'ency of the Vlen_na Council (chap.
Algeria, France, Italy, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, PortugaY”’ point 74), the defm_mon and elabo_ranon ofa common

Spain and Tunisia participated, was held in Algiers on 20 ag§at€gy on the Mediterranean region, as an internal

24 June 1999. The important decisions taken at this meetffigt'Ument to develop its policy in the area of taking into
demonstrate the usefulness and value of this framework fffecial account the Barcelona process and the Middle East

coordination, which is another milestone in the effort th€ac€ Process.
strengthen security and cooperation in the Mediterranean 5. The European Union strongly believes in the
region. contribution of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership to
constructive developments in the Mediterranean region. The
] conclusion of the Vienna European Council of 12 December
Finland (common reply of the 1998 reaffirmed the importance of the Euro-Mediterranean
European Union) partnership and emphasized satisfaction with the dialogue
[Original: English] being de\(eloped in this for_ur_n, thus refle_cting the positive ad
[9 August1999] hoc meeting held by the mlnlstt_ars of foreign affairs in I_Dalermo
(3 and 4 June 1998) that contributed to the preparation of the
1. The member States of the European Union haygijrd Euro-Mediterranean Ministerial Conference, held in
co-sponsored General Assembly resolution 53/82 @fyttgart (15 and 16 April 1999). The Stuttgart conference
strengthening of security and cooperation in thggnfirmed the progress achieved in the partnership, as

Mediterranean region, adopted.by consensus at th? Genefghmarized in the following conclusions of the Presidency:
Assembly. The European Union wishes to provide the

following common reply on some of the activities realized by (@) The St“ttga” conference showgd that three and
the Union aimed at fulfilling the objectives of the said halfyearg after the inaugural co.nference in Barcelona, the
resolution. Euro-Mediterranean partnership has developed and

strengthened and has given proof of its viability in sometimes
2. The European Union recalls its previous commogelicate and difficult circumstances. The discussions have
replies (A/48/514/Add.1, A/50/300 and A/&130), reaffirms  proven the partnership to be solid and lasting. The conference
the principal points stated in those documents and adds {i&ieved its main goal, giving additional impetus to the
following observations. partnership while clearly confirming the goals set out in the

Barcelona Declaration, namely, to turn the Mediterranean

basin into an area of dialogue, exchange and cooperation
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through the strengthening of democracy, the rule of Gegd assistance is expected to be in line with the 4.685 billion
governance, sustainable and balanced economic and social euros worth of commitments referred to in the Barcelona
development, the fight against poverty and the promotion of Declaration for the period from 1995 to 1999. For the same
greater understanding between cultures. Members recalled period, the European Investment Bank’s lending could reach
the priority accorded in the partnership to the protection and 4ll®r euros. These contributions are important as a
promotion of human rights and agreed to further concentrate catalyst for reforms in partner countries. In this context, the
activities in priority areas, to increase the involvement of European Union has confirmed that its assistance for the
actors outside central Governments and to make the periodfrom 2000 to 2006 will again reflect the high priority
partnership more action-oriented and visible. They also that it attaches to relations with its Mediterranean partners.
emphasized the fundamental importance of intraregional and Free-trade agreements among Mediterranean partners and the
subregional cooperation and integration in all three chapters; reinforcement in general of South-South cooperation are
(b) The Mediterranean region requires gssential for the creation of the Euro-Mediterranean free-trade

comprehensive and balanced approach in order to addr@i&a. Economic transition must pay due recognition to the fact

common security concerns, strengthen cooperation and ad t pgrtr:jer?f face major soc}:al cha(lj:enc?e?rtr_nat dfelmand
measures conducive to stability. By enhancing comprehensfirdemined eforts to improve the standard ofliving of less-

stability the Barcelona process will furthermore contribut,@‘Voured groups through well-targeted interventions to avoid

to the solution of tensions and crises in the area. A key factfreasing unemployment and to improve the social situation;
towards this end will be the elaboration of a (e) The Stuttgart conference reaffirmed the
Euro-Mediterranean charter for peace and ditgbMinisters  importance of the cultural, social and human dimension to the
welcomed the guidelines for elaborating a partnership’s success and to the attainment of its overall
Euro-Mediterranean charter submitted to them as an informal goals. Activities in the third chapter of the Barcelona process
working document, and assigned the group of senior officials mainly cover good governance and human rights, education,
the task of working out a comprehensive schedule in order to  youth, health, women’s participation, migration and human
complete the elaboration of the charter by the next ministerial exchanges, culture, dialogue between cultures, civilizations
conference. According to the guidelines, the charter will serve and civil society, the fight against international crime, in
as an instrument for the implementation of the principles of particular drug trafficking and terrorism, and the fight against
the Barcelona Declaration where issues of peace and stability racism and xenophobia;

are concerned. For this purpose it will provide for an () In order to broaden the basis of the

enhance_d political dialogue as well as the gvc_)lutionary arI‘quro-Mediterranean partnership, the involvement of a wide
progressive development of partnership-building measur Srcle of actors outside central Governments must be

good n_elgh_bOLI'rood relatlorjs, reglona_l cooperation an ncouraged (regional and local authorities, economic and
preventive diplomacy. The primary function of the enhanceéiOCiaI partners, the business community and

po_IiticaI dialogue will be_ the prevention of tensions _an?]on-governmental organizations). The development of a
crises, as well as _the mam_tenance O_f peace _and stability rliamentary dimension is gathering momentum (a meeting
means of cooperative security. All decisions will be taken %

Brussels organized by the European Parliament and the

consensus, Euro-Mediterranean Conference of Presidents of Parliaments

(c) The progress achieved so far in developing heldin Palma de Mallorca, Spain). The strengthening of the
partnership-building measures, in spite of prevailing dialogue between Governments and civil society and a new
difficulties, is encouraging and should be sustained and impetus towecdatdalized co-operation are also needed.
reinforced with a view to exploring new areas of cooperation. The meeting held in The Hague on 2 March 1999 provided
There is an agreement to reinforce the political dialogue in  an opportunity for a frank discussion on the important and
areas such as the fight against terrorism, organized crime and  delicate issue of migration and human exchanges, and it was
illicit drug trafficking in order to identify appropriate agreed thatwork should be pursued in this area as well as in
measures for joint action; the field of health and social welfare;

(d) Financial and economic cooperation continue to (g) With regard to the relationship between the
be a key component of the partnership for the objective of Euro-Mediterranean partnership and other activities
establishing a Euro-Mediterranean free-trade area by 201ddertaken in the interest of peace, dtiband development
the process of economic transition and investment, in inthe region, in particular the Middle East peace process, the
particular foreign direct investment, and of achieving an area  Stuttgart conference confirmed that the Barcelona process
of shared prosperity. By the end of 1999, community financial was not intended to replace itiegseemand actiities, but
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to contribute to their success. The Barcelona Declaration democratic, viable and peaceful sovereign Palestinian State
made clear that these processes should be regarded as onthe basis of existing agreements and through negotiations
complementary. Ministers reiterated their firm commitment would be the best guarantee of Israel’s security and Israel’s
to the realization of a just, comprehensive and lasting pea@eceptance as an equal partner in the region. The European

in the Middle East based on the faithful implementation of  Union also called for an early resumption of negotiations on
Security Council resolutions 242967) and 3381973) and the Syrian and Lebanese tracks of the Middle Esate

the terms of reference of the Madrid Peace Conference onthe process, leading to the implementation of Security Council
Middle East, including the principle of land for peace, the resolutions 24587), 338 (1973) and 425 (1978). The

Oslo Accords and the more recent Wye River Memorandum.  contribution of the Berlin Declarati@tantevents in the

They called for the resumption of peace talks on all region seem to encourage new prospects for building
negotiating tracks and for the immediate implementation of confidence, promoting stability and the peace process.

Council resolution 425X978). 7. Since its institutionalization in1992, the WEU

6. The Presidency’s conclusions of the Berlin European Mediterranean dialogue has constituted a multilateral
Council (24 and 25 Marchh999) reaffirmed the support of Euro-Mediterranean exchange in security alizryn

the European Union for a negotiated settlement in the Middle matters, involving information-sharing and
East peace process to reflect the principle of land for peace confidence-building. The coordination of the activities in this
and to ensure the security, both collective and individual, of area and their coherence with the Mediterranean activities of
the Israeli and Palestinian peoples. The European Union the European Union and NATO is undertaken by the WEU
welcomes the decision by the Palestinian National Union and Mediterranean Group. The dialogue is based on seven
associated bodies to reaffirm the nullification of the provision principles: regularoglial as a basis for stability,

in the Palestinian national charter, which called for the transparency, confidence-building, conflict prevention,
destruction of Israel, and to reaffirm their commitment to sufficiency of the conventional armed forces, peaceful
recognize and live in peace with Israel. However, the ttlesaent of conflicts andion-proliferation, particularly of
European Union expressed its concern at the current deadlock  weapons of mass destruction. During the past few months and
in the peace process and called upon the parties to implement under the Italian presidency, the WEU Mediterranean Group
fully and immediately the Wye River Memorandum, to has also started to consider how the WEU Mediterranean
reaffirm their commitments to the basic principles established dialogue could contribute to the Barcelona process.

within the f_ramework of M_adrid, O_slo and S_“bseq“?rﬁ. The European Union welcomed the readiness of the
agreements in accordance with Security Council reSOIUt'Oﬂ'ﬁember nations of Eurofor and Euromarfor to develop
242 (1967) and 338 @_973)’ a”‘?' urged thgm to agree On@cﬂ)perative actions with those countries as agreed in the Paris
extension of the transitional period established by the Osl9, .| ation of May 1997. In Octobd997 a presentation of

agreements. The European Union called in particular for MMose forces was made in Brussels in the framework of the
early resumption of final status negotiations in the comingarcelona process

months on an accelerated basis and for these to dnegiit to

a prompt conclusion and not to be prolonged indefinitely. T~ The NATO Mediterranean dialogue includes a new
European Union believes that it should be possible gimension since the Madrid Summit (8 and 9 July 1997) with
conclude the negotiations within a target period of one yedie establishment of the Mediterranean Cooperation Group.
It expressed its readiness to work to facilitate an earRh€ new strategic concept adopted by NATO Heads of State
conclusion to the negotiations. The European Union urg@@d Government at their summit meeting in Washington, D.C.
both parties to refrain from activities that prejudge thé! April 1999 states that the Mediterranean is an area of
outcome of those final status negotiations and from afpecial interest to the alliance and reaffirms the cooperative
activity contrary to international law, including all settliemen@Pproach of NATO to security. NATO has committed itself
activity, and to fight incitement and violence. The Europed® developing progressively the political, civil and military
Union reaffirmed the continuing and unqualified PalestiniafsPects of the dialogue with the aim of achieving close
right to self-determination, including the option of statehoo&ooperation with and more active involvement by countries
and looks forward to the early fulfilment of this right. |tthat are partners in this dialogue. An international seminar on
appeals to the parties to strive in good faith for a negotiatéite Mediterranean dialogue and the new NATO was held in
solution on the basis of the existing agreements witho¥@lencia, Spain, from 24 to 26 February 1999.

prejudice to this right, which is not subject to any veto. Thgo. The Mediterranean partners have been involved in
European Union is convinced that the creation of @SCE activities in one way or another since the start of the
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Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe/OSCE important one and recalls its joint action of 17 December
process with the active support of the European Union. This 1998 to combat theildsstehccumulation and spread of
dialogue has been institutionalized in regular meetings of the small arms and light weapons.

Mediterranean Contact Group, which meets in Vienna wi

the Mediterranean cooperation partners, and allows t %Iif
exchange of information and points of view on a whole range
of security issues.

The European Union regards the Treaty on the Non-
eration of Nuclear Weapons as the cornerstone of
clear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament and is
committed to the achievement of its univelisa At the third

11. The Barcelona Declaration included in its declaration session of the Preparatory Committee2fadQHeeview

of principles the promotion of regional security by actingin Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-
favour of nuclear, chemical and biologiaadn-proliferation  Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the European Union took
through adherence to and compliance with a combination of the opportunity to enhance a construatiyeedveith
international and regional non-proliferation regimes and arms  countries in the region. The European Union has expressed
control and disarmament agreements, such as the Treatyon support for the creation of a zone free of weapons of mass
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Chemical destruction in the Middle East, and emphasized the
Weapons Convention, the Biological Weapons Convention, importanceitibadtiprotocols to safeguards agreements

the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty and/or regional  with the International Atomic Energy Agency as an effective
arrangements such as weapon-free zones, including their measure to prevent nuclear proliferation and foster mutual
verification regimes, as well as by fulfilling igood faith their  confidence. In this respect the European Union encourages
commitments under arms control, disarmament and the Mediterranean countries to support the signature and
non-proliferation agreements, stating that the partiesifd  ratification of the protocols. The European Union has also
pursue a mutually and effectively verifiable Middle East zone urged all States to sign and ratify the Comprehensive Nuclear-
free of weapons of mass destruction, including nuclear, Test-Ban Treaty.

chemical and biological weapons, and their deliverysyster‘rf5 The European Union recalls its Common Position

The parties would, furthermore: adopted on 17 May 1999, on the progressessary for a

(a) Consider practical steps to prevent the conclusionby 2000 of alegally binding verification protocol
proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons as to the Biological Weapons Convention, to which the
well as excessive accumulation of conventional arms; European Union attaches great significance as one of the main

(b) Refrain from developing military capacity beyonoObjeCtiveS in the area of non-proliferation.

their legitimate defence requirements, while at the same time 16. The European Union calls upon all States of the
reaffirming their resolve to achieve the necessary degree of Mediterranean region that have not done so to adhere to all
security and mutual confidence with the lowest possible levels  the legally binding instruments negotiated on a multilateral
of troops and weaponry, and adhere to the Convention on basis in the field of disarmament and non-proliferation in
Chemical Weapons. order to strengthen peace and cooperation in the region.

12. The European Union is convinced that greater
transparency in military issues will induce stability at the
regional level. Worldwide transparency in armaments is an
important concept for building confidence and security among - .
States, and the United Nations Register of Conventional Arms [Original: English]

is an important and concrete measure in this respect. The [15 June 1999]
member States of the European Union believe that every The Permanent Mission of the State of Qatar to the
effort should be made to secure the widest possiblénited Nations has the honour to inform the Secretary-
participation in the Register and to improve its effectivenes&eneral that the State of Qatar has no views or comments on
including the provision of nil reports and other relevanthis resolution and believes that the views and opinions of the
information. Mediterranean countriesisuld be taken in consideration as
13. The European Union calls upon countries Worldwidtg.ey are the con_cerned countries in this respgat:imrdance_
and in the Mediterranean region to join efforts to achieve tﬁ%lth the respective terms of the above-mentioned resolution.
objective of total elimination of anti-personnel landmines

worldwide as soon as possible. The European Union also

believes that the issue of small arms and light weapons is an

Qatar



