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Chapter | Representatives; and the establishment of the High-level
; Committee of Ministers and Officials. Highlighting other
Introduction landmarks in the work of UNEP over that period, including
strengthened cooperation with the Global Environment
1. The twentieth session of the Governing Council of theacility (GEF), he wished the incoming President and his
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) was heBlureau every success in their future work.

at UNEP headquarters, Nairobi, from 1 to 5 February 1998' Mr. Sid-Ali Ketrandji then addressed the Council. In

The Counc'il adopted the present report at the 11th mGEtng statement, he said that the forthcoming session of the
of the session, on 5 February 1999. Council marked an important stage in the process of change

and renewal of UNEP. The proposed programme of work for

Chapter II the period 2000-2001 aimed to give effect to the reforms
P ) ) . instituted by the Executive Director and included among its
Organization of the session areas of focus support for Africa and the addressing of

regional concerns. He stressed that UNEP must be given the
necessary financial resources to perform its role as a global
moral authority and efficient instrument in the field of the

environment. To that end, he welcomed the strengthened

2.  The twentieth session of the Governing Councilwas . . .
opened on 1 February 1999 by Mr. Sid-Ali Ketrandjcoordlnanon between UNEP and GEF and drew attention to

(Algeria), Vice-President of the Council at its nineteent he |mport§nt taskfaced by the C.:OU.nCII atits current session
: In preparing the UNEP contribution to the forthcoming

session. ) - .

session of the Commission on Sustainable Development. In
3. Mr. Shafgat Kakakhel, Deputy Executive Director ofonclusion, he hoped that the current session of the Council
UNEP, read out, on behalf of Mr. Klaus Tépfer, Executivgvould help launch a new universal compact on protection of
Director of UNEP, a message to the participants at thige environment which eschewed the ponderous and short-
twentieth session of the Governing Council from Mr. Kofterm procedures of the past and gave expression to true
Annan, Secretary-General of the United Nations. international solidarity.

A. Opening of the session

4.  The opening meeting of the session was also addresged Mr. Francis Nyenze, Minister for Environmental
by representatives of youth organizations, who referred to ti®nservation of Kenya, representative of the host
call to youth in Agenda 21 to participate actively inGovernment, welcomed all participants on behalf of the
environmental matters and pledged their commitment pople of Kenya. He congratulated the Executive Director on
mobilize youth in their own countries to work for tigeod of  the progress made to date and assured him and his staff of the
the environment. To that end, their forum had establishedantinued support of the Government of Kenya. He also
youth advisory council for UNEP, which would féitate the expressed gratitude for the support UNEP was offering to
involvement of youth in all aspects of the organization’s workifrica and hoped that that assistance would continue, to
including in the negotiation and preparation of environmentahable Africa to implement its environmental programmes
legislation and treaties and the formulation of worland meet its obligations under the various international
programmes. Pleading with representatives not to politicizeivironmental agreements. Finally, he urged the members
the environment, they urged Governments to develop a visiattending the current session of the Council to look for all
for the global environment and to increase their financiglossible ways and means of further enhancing the role of
contributions in realizing that vision. We must all live simplylUNEP as the principal United Nations body in the field of the
they said, so that future generations could simply live.  environment by supporting it with adequate, stable and

5. The representative of Venezuela read out a statemBHgdictable funding.

from Mr. Arnoldo Joseé Gabaldon (Venezuela), Presidentgf  Also at the opening meeting, the Council heard a
the Council at its nineteenth session, whealled that he had statement from Mr. Klaus Topfer, Executive Director of
assumed the presidency at a time of crisis for the organizatigiEP. In his statement, Mr. Tépfer applauded the invaluable
and noted, with gratification, that UNEP had largelgfforts of the Committee of Permanent Representatives to
overcome that crisis over the intervening two years, thankiNEP in the preparations and discussions over the months
to such measures as the adoption of the Nairobi Declaratieading up to the current session of the Council. The areas of
on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environmesbdncentration agreed by the Governing Council at its fifth
Programme; the strengthening of the Committee of Permangpkcial session remained of key relevance. Financial setbacks
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resulting from ecent economic and financial shocks should

Noting the new integrated organizational structure of UNEP,
which was functional rather than sectoral, he emphasized that
the budget of $119.41 million, including§100 million for
programme activities, was the minimuragessary for UNEP

to regain its effectiveness, critical mass and operating capital.
In closing, he applauded the increased contributions to the
Environment Fund by 33 Member States since 1998 and
hoped that the trend would mean that the 1998-1999
approved budget would be fully funded.

9. The full statement of the Executive Director
was subsequently circulated wunder the symbol
UNEP/GC.20/2/Add.1.

B. Attendance

10. The following 52 States members of the Governing
Council were represented at the session:

Algeria Jamaica

Argentina Japan

Australia Kenya

Austria Malawi

Belarus Mauritania

Belgium Mexico

Benin Morocco

Botswana Netherlands

Burkina Faso Nigeria

Burundi Norway

Cameroon Pakistan

Canada Peru

Chile Philippines

China Poland

Colombia Republic of Korea

Comoros Russian Federation

Cuba Samoa

Czech Republic Slovakia

Finland Sudan

France Thailand

Germany Tunisia

Hungary Turkey

India United Kingdom of Great

Indonesia Britain and Northern Ireland

Iran (Islamic United States of America
Republic of) Venezuela

Italy Zimbabwe

11. The following States not members of the Governing
Council but Members of the United Nations or members of

not result in long-term reversal of environmental policies.
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a specialized agency or of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) were represented by observers:

Bangladesh Namibia
Brazil New Zealand
Costa Rica Nicaragua

International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAQO)
International Maritime Organization (IMO)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO)
United Nations Industrial Development Organization

Cote d’'lvoire Oman UNIDO

Cyprus Portugal (Id k)

Denmark Romania World Ban L

Egypt Saudi Arabia World Health Organization (WHO)

Ethiopia Senegal World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)
Ghana Seychelles World Meteorological Organization (WMO)

Greece South Africa World Trade Organization (WTO)

Guatemala Spain The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was also
Holy See Sri Lanka represented.

Iceland Swaziland 14. The following intergovernmental organizations were
Iraq Swgden also represented:

Israel Switzerland

Kuwait Uganda African Development Bank (ADB)

Mali United Republic of Tanzania European Community

Malta Viet Nam Interstate Ecological Council

Mauritius Yemen League of Arab States (LAS)

Monaco Zambia Organisation for Economic Cooperation and

Mozambique

Palestine was also represented.

12.

The following United Nations bodies, Secretariat units

and convention secretariats were represented:

13.

Department of Economic and Social Affairs

Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea

Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (ESCAP)

Economic Commission for Africa (ECA)

Economic Commission for Europe (ECE)

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

(Habitat) C.

United Nations Development Programme Office to

Combat Desertification and Drought 16.

15.
represented by observers.

Development (OECD)
Organization of African Unity (OAU)
Organization of American States (OAS)
Regional Organization for the Protection of the
Marine Environment (ROPME)
South Asia Cooperative Environment Programme
(SACEP)
Southern African Development Community (SADC)
World Tourism Organization (WTO)

In addition, 40 non-governmental organizations were

Election of officers

At the opening session of the meeting, on 1 February

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 1999, the ©uncil elected the following officers by

Secretariat of the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification

Secretariat of the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)

United Nations Institute for Training and Research
(UNITAR)

The following specialized agencies were represented’.

acclamation:

President Mr. Laszl6 Miklos (Slovakia)

Vice-Presidents Mr. Jean P. Nsengiyumva (Burundi)

Mr. Leandro Arellano (Mexico)

Mr. Jan Pronk (Netherlands)

Mr. Hossein Fadaei (Islamic
Republic of Iran)

Rapporteur

In his acceptance statement, the Presidecdlted that

the current revitalization of UNEP had been defined by the

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO)

adoption of the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate
of the United Nations Environment Programme by the
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Council at its nineteenth session, and said that the 3. Credentials of representatives.
appointment of Mr. Klaus Tépfer as Executive Director had

Policy issues:
significantly helped to restore the confidence of Governments y

in UNEP and its leadership. Referring to the agenda of the (a) State of the environment;

current session, he drew particular attention to the proposed (b) Emerging policy issues;

budget and programme of work for the bienni@®00-2001, N . o

in which special attention had to be paid to the availability of (c) Coordination and cooperation within and

outside the United Nations, including non-

resources; the need to revisit the current work programme and L
governmental organizations;

related budget approved by the Council at its nineteenth
session, in the light of the changes in the organizational (d) Governance of the United Nations
structure and the reorientation of areas; the UNEP Environment Programme.

contribution to the seventh session of the Commission on
Sustainable Development; and the need to have a full
discussion on the issue of freshwater. He also stressed the 6. Results ofthe General Assembly’s consideration

Follow-up of General Assembly resolutions.

need to strengthen the role of UNEP as an implementing of the Secretary-General's report to the Assembly
agency of GEF as well as the need for better coherence, at its fifty-third session on environment and
coordination and efficiency with respect to the global human settlements (A/5863).

environmental conventions and the support that UNEP 7. Linkages among and support to environmental
provided to them. In conclusion, he said that the current and environment-related conventions.

session should send out positive signals of the progress made
by UNEP in the process of revitalization and reform, and
should reaffirm its support for the work of the Executive
Director in the implementation of the UNEP work 9. Programme, the Environment Fund and
programme. administrative and other budgetary matters.

8. Preparations for the seventh session of the
Commission on Sustainable Development.

10. Provisional agenda, date and place of the twenty-
first session of the Council.

11. Other matters.

18. Inaccordance with rule 17, paragraph 2, ofthe rules of 12, Adoption of the report.
procedure of the Council, the Bureau examined the

credentials of representatives attending the session. The
Bureau found the credentials in order and so reported to the

Council, which approved the Bureau’s report at the 11th F. Organization of the work of the session
plenary meeting of the session, on 5 February 1999. '

D. Credentials of representatives

13. Closure of the session.

20. Atthe 1st meeting of the session, on 1 February 1999,

E. Agenda the Governing Council considered and approved the
organization of the work of the session in the light

19. At the opening meeting of the session, the Presideor];t the. recommendations contameo! n the annotated
explained that items 6, 7 and 8 had been added to the revi [guisional agenda and orgamzaﬂpp Of. work
provisional agenda (U’NEP/GC 20/1/Rev.1) by the Executi ¥ EP/GC.20/1/Add.1/Rev.1) and the provisional timetable
' ' of meetings suggested by the Executive Director. The

Director in the light of developments which had not beeﬂ etable of meetings for the session, as approved by the
foreseeable at the time of the adoption of the prOViSionerguncil was subsequently circulz:\ted as  document

agenda at the Council’'s nineteenth session. TherCil then UNEP/GC.20/L.10.

adopted the revised provisional agenda, as follows:
21. Also atits 1st meeting, the Council decided to establish,
in accordance with rule 60 of its rules of procedure, a
2. Organization of the session: sessional Committee of the Whole to consider agenda item
(a) Election of officers: 9 (Programme, the Environment Fund and administrative and
other budgetary matters). The Committee of the Whole would

(b)  Adoption of the agenda and organization ofyeet concurrently with the plenary and was expected to
the work of the session.

1. Opening of the session.
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conclude its work on Wednesday, 3 February 1999. The early warning; (b) policy development and law and policy
Council also decided that all other substantive agenda items implementationhf@ltegy, industry and economics; (d)
would be taken up directly in the plenary. regional cooperation and representation, environmental

22. It was further decided at the 1st meeting that tH:épnventions and communications and public information; and

Committee of the Whole would be chaired by Mr. Leandr&e) 'th Glpbal Environment Facility, management and
Arellano (Mexico), Vice-President of the Council. Inadmlnlstranon.

addition, the Council decided that Mr. Jean P. Nsengiyumva 29. The Committee agreed to set up an informal, open-
(Burundi), Vice-President of the Council, should assistthe ended working group to consider the proposed budget
President in the performance of his functions, particularly by (UNEP/GC.20/22) and other documents relating to
presiding temporarily over plenary meetings. administrative and budgetary matters. The group comprised

23. Atthe 3rd plenary meeting, it was decided to establigh®0'® membgrship of Argentina, Australia, Colombia,'the
an open-ended negotiating group, to be chaired by tﬁ:&ech Republic, Germany(on behalf of the European Union),
President, with a core membership of two representativ%@pan’ Kenya, Pakistan, Poland, and the Sudan and was

from each regional group, in order to discuss draft decisioﬁgordinqted by Mr. Svein Mehli (Norway). The mandate of
before they were formally considered by the plenary. the vyorklng group was to und('art'ake {;\debate onall documenFs
relating to budgetary and administrative matters and to submit

24.  Atthe 6th plenary meeting, it was decided that an opefhre outcome of its debate to the Committee of the Whole for
ended sub-group should be establisheder the negotiating fyrther decision-making.

group, to be chaired by Mr. Werner Obermeyer (South

Africa), with the specific mandate to consider the dra 0. The report of the Committee of the Whole
6aa,‘I_INEP/GC.zolL.lz) was taken note of by the Council at the

decision under agenda item 6 (Results of the Gene | ) fth . b 999 and
Assembly’s consideration of the Secretary-General’s rep plenary meeting of the session, on 4 February 1 » an

to the Assembly at its fifty-third session on environment and mcorporated Into C,hapter VI_” of the pro.ceedlngs of.the
human settlements (A/5863)), once it had been discusseczsovernlng Council at its twentieth  session
in the negotiating group, with a view to reaching a consens gNEP/GC'ZOMS)'

text for adoption by the plenary.

Chapter Il
G. Report of the high-level segment Matters requiring the special
attention of the General Assembly

25. Thereport ofthe hlgh-levgl segmer\t ofthe session, held and/or the Economic and Social
on 4 and 5 February 1999, is contained in annex Il to

document UNEP/GC.20/48. Councll

_ A. Date and place of the twenty-first session
H. Report of the Committee of the Whole of the Governing Council

26. The Committee of the Whole held eight meetingsler 37 At its 11th plenary meeting, on 5 February 1999, the

the chairmanship of Mr. L. Arellano (Mexico), Vice-Presidengoverning Council decided that its twenty-first session would
of the Council, from 1 to 4 Februafy99, to consider agendape held at Nairobi from 5 to 9 February 2001.

item 9 (Programme, the Environment Fund and administrative
and other budgetary matters), as allocated to it by ther@il.

27.  Atits 1st meeting, the Committee of the Whole electedB: Views of the Governing Council on the
Mr. David Swao (Kenya) to serve as Rapporteur for its repQrt of the Secretary-General on
meetings. environment and human settlements

28. With regard to the organization of work of the ) o )
Comnmittee of the Whole, it was agreed that a generaf- BY Paragraph 2 of its decision 20/17, the Governing

discussion would be held on agenda item 9. Thereatfter, th@Uncil requested the Executive Director to convey to the
Committee would have more detailed discussions on specifECretary-General its views, as contained in the decision, on
issues, clustered as follows: (a) environmental assessment ffd€Port on environment and human settlements (A/63),
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which was presented to the General Assembly at its fifty-third 36. In paragraph 1 (c) of decision 20/19 B, the Council
session. recommended that the Commission on Sustainable
Development should consider how to promote the early
implementation of the Global Programme of Action for the
C. International conventions and protocols in  protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based
the field of the environment Activities as one of the coponents of implementing chapter
17 of Agenda 21 and to address recommendations to the
33. In paragraph 2 of its decision 20/18 A of 4 Februagppropriate United Nations agencies, bodies and
1999, the Governing @uncil authorized the Executive programmes.

Director to transmit, on its behalf, his report on internationaj; |, paragraph 4 of decision 20/19 C, the Council invited
conventions and protocols in the field of the environment,e commission on Sustainable Development to call upon
(UNEP/GC.20/18), together with any comments made R¥qyernments to integrate consideration of sustainable tourism

delegations thereon, as well as any further information whigheir national sustainable development strategies, and into
the secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programmgieyant multilateral environmental conventions.

might receive by 31 Mag999, to the General Assembly at

its fifty-fourth session, in accordance with General Assembfg: N decision 20/19 D, the Councihter alia, welcomed
resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9 Rcembenl975. the reports of the regional intergovernmental meetings held
by small island developing States in 1998 and invited the

Commission on Sustainable Development to give

D. Contribution of the United Nations consideration to the outcomes of the meetings. It also urged
Environment Programme to the the Executive Director to complete work on state-of-the-

Commission on Sustainable Development environment assessments in time for the seventh session of
. h . the Commission on Sustainable Development and the special

atits seventh session session of the United Nations General Assembly on the

review of the Barbados Programme of Action for the

34. By paragraph 2 of its decision 20/19 of 5 Februaryqtainable Development of Small Island Developing States.
1999, the Governing @uncil requested the Executive

Director to submit to the Commission on Sustainab/@d- In paragraph 7 of its decision 20/19 E, the Council
Development at its seventh session, through tf&ressed thatthe United Nations Environment Programme had

Commission’s ad hoc inter-sessional working groups, &0 important role to play in ensuring that the overriding issue
number of decisions and recommendations relating to oce&h§ustainable production and consumption patterns was duly
and seas, the Global Programme of Action for the Protectié€n into account within the different themesder the work

of the Marine Environment from Land-based ActivitiesProgramme of the Commission on Sustainable Development.
sustainable tourism, small island developing States, and
changing production and consumption patterns (decision]'i:_

20/19 A to E), together with the reports of the Executive Convention on the Prior Infor_med
Director and the comments made thereon at the twentieth Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous

session of the Governing Council. Those decisions are Chemicals and Pesticides in International
contained in the annex to the present report, but the Trade

paragraphs of particular relevance to the Commission on

Sustainable Development and the General Assembly a@. In paragraph 3 ofits decision 20/22 of 4 February 1999,
highlighted in paragraphs 35 to 39 below. the Council recommended that the General Assemhdipese

35. Inparagraph 5 of its decision 20/19 A, the Governin® institutional linkage between the United Nations
Council called upon the Commission on Sustainab nvironment Programme and the Rotterdam Convention on

Development at its seventh session to promote significan{fj Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
enhanced coordination and improved institution emicals and Pesticides in International Trade, as called for

arrangements within the United Nations system on activitié’é(the Convention and authorized by the Governimyacil

concerning the marine environment, especially through ti& itS decision SS.V/5 of 22 May 1998, tugh which the
work of the Oceans and Coastal Areas Subcommittee of th€cutive Director provided secretariat services jointly with
Administrative Committee on Coordination, and make thi'€ Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
work of the Subcommittee transparent to Governments. ©rganization of the United Nations.
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F. Regular budget funding for the United
Nations Office at Nairobi

Nations Office at Vienna and the United Nations Office at

Geneva, and appealed to the General Assembly at its fifty-
fourth session to positively consider a substantial increase in
the regular budget allocation to the administration of the

41. By section Il, paragraph 7, of its decision 20/31 of Wnited Nations Office at Nairobi in the context of the regular
February 1999, the Governingo@ncil noted with concern budget for the United Nations for the biennil@800-2001.

the large discrepancy in the amount ohfling provided from

the United Nations regular budget to the United Nations
Office at Nairobi, in relation to that provided to the UnitedChapter 1V

Adoption of decisions

Global Environment Outlook (decision 20/1)

42. Atthe 9th meeting of the session, on 4 February 1999,
the Governing Council had before it a draft decision on this
subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.1/Rev.1 and Corr.1, draft

decision 1), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of draft decision 1 in document
UNEP/GC.20/L.1, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.

43. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Environmental situation in the occupied
Palestinian and other Arab territories
(decision 20/2)

44. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.1/Rev.1
and Corr.1, draft decision 2), which had been prepared by the
Negotiating Group on the basis of a draft submitted by the
Sudan and Morocco (on behalf of the Group of Arab States),
which superseded an earlier draft decision (UNEP/GC.20/L.1,
decision 2), submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.

45. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

46. Following the adoption of the decision, the
representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran stated that his
delegation’s acceptance of the decision should in no way be
construed as recognition of the State of Israel on the part of
his Government.

Programme for the development and periodic
review of environmental law beyond the year
2000 (decision 20/3)

47. Atthe 6th meeting of the session, on 3 February 1999,
the Governing Council had before it a draft decision on this

subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.2/Rev.1), which had been prepared
by the Negotiating Group on the basis of draft decision

UNEP/GC.20/L.2, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.
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48. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 49. Following the adoption of the decision, the
representative of Turkey said that Turkey still maintained its
reservations concerning the study on dispute avoidance and
dispute settlement in international environmental law
(UNEP/GC.20/INF/16), which was referred to in paragraph
1 of the decision.

Promotion of access to information, public
participation in decision-making and access to
justice in environmental matters (decision 20/4)

50. At the 9th meeting of the session, the Governing
Council had before it a draft decision on this subject
(UNEP/GC.20/L.2/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 1), which had
been prepared by the Negotiating Group on the basis of draft
decision 1 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.2/Add.1, submitted
by the Committee of Permanent Representatives.

51. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Reform of INFOTERRA to ensure better access
to environmental information (decision 20/5)

52. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject
(UNEP/GC.20/L.2/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 2), which had
been prepared by the Negotiating Group on the basis of draft
decision 2 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.2/Add.1, submitted
by the Committee of Permanent Representatives.

53. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Policy and advisory services of the United
Nations Environment Programme in key areas of
institution-building (decision 20/6)

54. Atthe 11th meeting of the session, on 5 February 1999,
the Governing Council had before it a draft decision on this
subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Rev.1, draft decision 1), which
had been prepared by the Negotiating Group on the basis of
draft decision 1 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.3, submitted by
the Committee of Permanent Representatives.

55. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Global Environment Facility (decision 20/7)

56. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Rev.1,
draft decision 2), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of draft decision 2 in document
UNEP/GC.20/L.3, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.

57. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
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Further improvement of the international
response to environmental emergencies
(decision 20/8)

58. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Rev.1,
draft decision 3), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of draft decision 3 in document
UNEP/GC.20/L.3, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives. 67.

59. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
The role of women in environment and
development (decision 20/9)
60. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before

it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Rev.1,
draft decision 4), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of draft decision 4 in document
UNEP/GC.20/L.3, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.

61. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Implementation of the environmental dimension
of sustainable development within the United
Nations system (decision 20/12)

66. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Rev.1,
draft decision 7), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of a draft submitted by Germany (on
behalf of the European Union).

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Inter-Agency Environment Coordination Group
and the system-wide strategy in the field of the
environment (decision 20/13)

68. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before
it a draft decision on this subject
(UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Add.1/Rev.1), which had been prepared
by the Negotiating Group on the basis of draft decision
UNEP/GC.20/L.3/Add.1,ittedbrny the Committee of

Permanent Representatives.

69. The secretariat introduced a number of technical

corrections to the draft decision.

Land degradation: support for the
implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in those
Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, particularly in Africa

(decision 20/10)

70.

71.
62.

draft decision 5), which had been prepared by the Negotiat

The draft decision, with the technical corrections

introduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensus.

Report on the work of the subsidiary bodies of
the Governing Council (decision 20/14)

At the 9th meeting of the session, the Governing

Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had beOéf_:‘ouncil had before it a draft decision on this subject

gepared by the Negotiating Group on the basis of draft

it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC'ZOIL'S/RGV'i’]%UNEP/GC.ZOILJ/Rev.1, draft decision 1), which had been

Group on the basis of draft decision 5 in docume

ecision 1 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.7, submitted by the

UNEP/GC.20/L.3, submitted by the Committee of Permane&tommittee of Permanent Representatives

Representatives.
63.

72.
The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Support for cooperation between the Council of
Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment
and the United Nations Environment
Programme through the regional offices for West
Asia and Africa (decision 20/11)

73.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Assessment of the functioning of the secretariat
of the United Nations Environment Programme
(decision 20/15)

At the same meeting, the Governing Council had before

it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.7/Rev.1,

draft decision 2), which had been prepared by the Negotiating

64. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had befo

f;eroup on the basis of draft decision 2 in document

ita draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC‘ZOIL'S/RGV'JUNEP/GC.20/L.7, submitted by the Committee of Permanent

draft decision 6), which had been prepared by the Negotiati
Group on the basis of a draft submitted by the Sudan a
Morocco (on behalf of the Group of Arab States).

65.

74.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

E%presentatives.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Issues arising from the resolutions of the General
Assembly at its fifty-second and fifty-third
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sessions and at its nineteenth special session
specifically calling for action by the United
Nations Environment Programme (decision
20/16)

draft decision B), which had been prepared by the Negotiating
Group on the basis of draft decision B in document
UNEP/GC.20/L.6, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
Representatives.

75. At the 6th meeting of the session, the Governing 83. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Council had before it a draft decision on this subject
(UNEP/GC.20/L.8/Rev.1), which had been prepared by the
Negotiating Group on the basis of draft decision
UNEP/GC.20/L.8, submitted by the Committee of Permanent

Representatives.
76.

Contribution of the United Nations Environment
Programme to the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its seventh session (decision
20/19)

84. At the 11th meeting of the session, the Governing
Council had before it a draft decision on this subject
(UNEP/GC.20/L.4/Rev.1), which had been prepared by the
Negotiating Group on the basis of draft decision
UNEP/GC.20/L.4, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
r%epresentatives.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Views of the Governing Council on the report of
the Secretary-General on environment and
human settlements (decision 20/17)

77. At the 11th meeting of the session, the Governi
Council had before it a draft decision on this subject 85. The secretariaddited a number of technical
(UNEP/GC.20/L.14), which had been prepared by the corrections to the draft decision.

Negotiating Group on the basis of a draft submitted by t%. The draft decision, with the technical corrections

Bureau, which superseded an earlier draft on the same SUbiﬁﬁloduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensus.
submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives

(UNEP/GC.20/L.9). Establishment of a regional seas programme for

78. The secretariat introduced a number of technical the East Central Pacific (decision 20/20)

corrections to the draft decision. 87. At the 9th meeting of the session, the Governing
79. The draft decision, with the technical correctionSouncil had before it a draft decision on this subject
introduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensugUNEP/GC.20/L.5, draft decision 5), which had been
approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis of draft
decision 5 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1, submitted
by the Committee of Permanent Representatives, as amended
by Canada, Mexico and the United States of America.

Environmental conventions (decisions 20/18 A
and B)

Status of international conventions and protocols
in the field of the environment (decision 20/18 A) 88.

80. At the 9th meeting of the session, the Governing o

Council had before it a draft decision on this subject  Coral reefs (decision 20/21)

(UNEP/GC.20/L.6/Rev.1, draft decision A), which had bee89. At the same meeting, the Governing Council had before

prepared by the Negotiating Group on the basis of drafta draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1,

decision A in document UNEP/GC.20/L.6, submitted by theraft decision 6), which had been approved by the Committee

Committee of Permanent Representatives. of the Whole on the basis of a draft submitted by Australia,

81. France, Jamaica, Japan, Mexico and the United States of
America.

90.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Strengthening the role of the United Nations The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Environment Programme in promoting
collaboration among multilateral environmental
conventions and in providing programmatic
support to multilateral environmental
conventions (decision 20/18 B)

Outcome of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries
on the Convention on the Prior Informed
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade

82. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before ~ (decision 20/22)

it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.6/Rev.1,

10
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91. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had before 99. During the approval of the draft decision in the
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1, Committee of the Whole, the representative of Ethiopia had
draft decision 7), which had been approved by the Committee expressed a reservation concerning paragraph 2.

of the Whole on the ba§IS of draft deC|S|.on 7in documeritoo_ The secretariat idduced a number of technical
UNEP/GC.20/L.5, submitted by the Committee of Permane%rrections to the draft decision

Representatives.
101. The draft decision, with the technical corrections

92. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. introduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensus.

Chemicals management (decision 20/23) Biosafety (decision 20/26)

93. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had befoi%z_ At the same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

it a draft decision on this subject; a draft decision on this subject

- ot
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 11), Wh'C%UNEP/GC.2O/L.5/Add.l/Rev.1, draft decision 9), which had
had.been approved by the, (?ommlttee of Fhe Whole on't @en approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis
basis of draft deC|5|on' 11 In doc.umentzf draft decision 9 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1,
UNEP/GC'ZO/L'S/Add‘;’ submitted by the Commllttee %ubmitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives,
Permanent Representatives, as amended by the United Stﬁrseﬁmended by Austria, Canada and Germany (on behalf of

of America. the European Union).

94. The secretariat introduced a number of technici\b3 The secretariat irgduced a number of technical
corrections to the draft decision. corrections to the draft decision.

95' dThed cti)rafrz deC|S|on,.W|th the c;[echnc;csl correctiongos  The draft decision, with the technical corrections
Introduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensu§y gy ceqd by the secretariat, was adopted by consensus.

Internationgl action to protect human health Support to Africa (decision 20/27)

and the environment through measures which

will reduce and/ or eliminate emissions and 105. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before
discharges of persistent organic pollutants, it ~a draft  decision on this  subject
including the development of an international (UNEP/GCZO/LS/Addl/ReVl, draﬁ: decision 10), which
legally binding instrument (decision 20/24) had been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the

) . . basis of draft decision 10 in document
96. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had beO(ﬁ\lEP/GC.ZO/L.S/Add.l, submitted by the Committee of

it a draft decision on this subject ;
. ~Permanent Representatives, as amended by Germany (on
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 13), whic ehalf of the European Union).

had been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the
basis of draft decision 13 in documentl06. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, submitted by the Committee of

Permanent Representatives. Promoting interlinkages among global
. environmental issues and human needs (decision
97. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 20/28)
Freshwater (decision 20/25) 107. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

, . . it a draft decision on this subject
98.  Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had befogg N ep e 20/L.5/Add. 1/Rev. 1, draft decision 12), which
I a draft decision on ',[h's Sl,JbJECt ad been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 8), which ha asis of draft decision 12 in  document
heen approved by the Committee of the Whole on the baﬁ?\lEP/GC.ZO/L.S/Add.l, submitted by the Committee of

of drqft decision 8 in dgcument UNEP/GC‘20/"'5/Addjlpermanent Representatives, as amended by Germany (on
submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representativgs, i ¢ ihe European Union)

as amended by Australia, Japan, Turkey and the United States
of America. 108. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

11
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Policy and advisory services of the United (Habitat). Such a case would represent a difficult issue during
Nations Environment Programme in the key the May meeting of the UNCHS (Habitat) Commission. He
area of economics, trade and financial services  also sought an explanation of how the new $iflion would
(decision 20/29) affect the income and expenditure side of the budget of the

109. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before United Nation; Office at Nairobi, in .relation tothe UNI.E.P apd
it a draft decision on this subjectUNCHS,(Hab'tat) budggts. In addition, he fs_oughF clarification
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 14), whiclf®Ncerning the upg.radlng of'se\_/eraI. positions in the budget
had been approved by the Committee of the Whole on t éoposal for thg Office, b.earlng in mind the constant urging
basis of draft decision 14 in  documen ythe Govemmg Council and th.e .Com.mlttee of Permanent
UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, submitted by the Committee grepresentatives to reduce administrative costs.
Permanent Representatives. 115. In reply, the Chief of Administration of the United
Nations Office at Nairobi indicated that, according to
document UNEP/GC.20/INF/5, the budget estimates of the
. o administration of the Office for the biennium 2000-2001
Mercure satellite communications systems : . . .
(decision 20/30) provided for a reduct|on,. before recosting, in the
extrabudgetary resource requirements to be covered by UNEP
111. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had befosgd UNCHS (Habitat) of $3.96 million or 23.6 per cent. Out
it ~a draft decision on  this  subjectofthat figure, a reduction of $2 million was attributable to an
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 7), which hathcrease in the regular budget allocations to the United
been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basgigtions Office at Nairobi in the same amount. For distributing
of draft decision 7 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.lihose $2 million savings between UNEP and UNCHS
submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representativgaabitat) extrabudgetary funds, an agreed cost-sharing
as amended by Cuba, Kenya, Switzerland and the UnitRmula of 75 to 25 had been applied. Thus, the UNCHS
States of America. (Habitat) share was approximately $0.5 million before
112. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. recosting. With respect to the upgrading of several positions,
as contained in the budget proposal for the Office, the
promotions in question were based on the evaluation of the
formal job descriptions and duties involved, and brought the
positions concerned to the same level as similar positions at
other United Nations duty stations.

110. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

Proposed programme budget of the United
Nations Environment Programme: revised
requirements for the biennium 1998-1999 and
proposed requirements for the biennium
2000-2001 (decision 20/31) 116. The secretariat introduced a number of technical

113. Atthe same meeting, the Governing Council had befcf@rrections to the draft decision.

it a draft decision on this subject117. The draft decision, with the technical corrections
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 3), which hathtroduced by the secretariat, was adopted by consensus.
been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis

of draft decision 3 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, Report of the Advisory Committee on

submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives, Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the

as amended by the working group on the budget. Environment Fund budgets: revised proposals

114. Following the approval of the draft decision by the ~ for 1998-1999 and proposals for 2000-2001
Committee of the Whole, the representative of Sweden, (decision 20/32)

speaking on behalf of the European Union and requesting tha. At the same meeting, the Governing Council had before
his statement be included in the report of the Committeg, a draft decision on this subject
referred to document UNEP/GC.20/INF/5 and said thatuNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 2), which had
apparently, the new $2 million from the regulardget for the been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis
United Nations Office at Nairobi would not mean a decreasg draft decision 2 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1,
of $2 million in the contributions from both the Environmentsubmitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives,
Fund and the UNCHS (Habitat) budget. It seemed that the amended by the working group on the budget.

increase of $2 million would ease the burden of thje_19 The draft decision was adopted by consensus
Environment Fund budget, but not of the budget for the ™" '
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (UNCHS)

12
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Stable, adequate and predictable funding for the Operations of the Environment Fund
United Nations Environment Programme (decision 20/37)
(decision 20/33) 128. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

120. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@icil had before ita draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1,

it a draft decision on this subject draft decision 1), which had been approved by the Committee
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 4), which had  of the Whole on the basis of draft decision 1 in document
been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis UNEP/GC.20/L.5ttedkoyg the Committee of Permanent

of draft decision 4 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, Representatives.

submitted by the Committge of Permanent Representativcﬁg_ The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

as amended by the working group on the budget and by

Australia and Japan. Report on the status of implementation of the

121. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. recommendations contained in the report of the
Office of Internal Oversight Services (decision
Management of trust funds and counterpart 20/38)
contributions (decision 20/34) 130. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

122. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before it a draft decision on this subject

it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 1), which had
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 5), which had been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis
been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis of draft decision 1 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1,
of draft decision 5 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives.
submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representativ%.l_ The draft decision was adopted by consensus.

123. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Functioning of the regional offices and proposed
The cost of administering trust funds and measures for the strengthening of regionalization
counterpart contributions (decision 20/35) and decentralization (decision 20/39)

124. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before 132. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

it a draft decision on this subject ita draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1,
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 6), which had  decision 2), which had been approved by the Committee of
been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the basis the Whole on the basis of draft decision 2 in document
of draft decision 6 in document UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1, UNEP/GC.20/L.5, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
submitted by the Committee of Permanent Representatives. Representatives.

125. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. 133. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Environment Fund: financial report and audited Functioning of the specialized offices of the
accounts for the biennium 1996-1997 ended United Nations Environment Programme
31 Decemberl997 (decision 20/36) (decision 20/40)

126. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before 134. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before

it a draft decision on this subject ita draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1,
(UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Add.1/Rev.1, draft decision 15), which draft decision 3), which had been approved by the Committee
had been approved by the Committee of the Whole on the of the Whole on the basis of draft decision 3 in document
basis of the action suggested by the Executive Director in his UNEP/GC.20/L.5, submitted by the Committee of Permanent
note on the subject (UNEP/GC.20/24). Representatives, as amended by Germany (on behalf of the

127. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. Eurapean Union) and Zimbabwe.

135. The draft decision was adopted by consensus.
Revision of the Financial Rules of the Fund of the
United Nations Environment Programme and of Functioning of the Ombudsman Unit
the General Procedures Governing the (decision 20/41)

13
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136. Atthe same meeting, the Governingu@cil had before Membership of the High-level Committee of
it a draft decision on this subject (UNEP/GC.20/L.5/Rev.1, Ministers and Officials

draft decision 8), which had been approved by the Committ‘iﬁ& At the same meeting, the Secretary of the Governing

of the/\/c\;/gozlt(a)/on thebbagisdog drﬁftgecisi.on 8 ifn documer@founcil aanounced that the following States had been
UNEP -20/L5, submitted by the Committee o Permaneﬂ&minated by their respective regional groups to serve as

Representatives, as amended by the working group on mgmbers of the High-level Committee of Ministers and

budget. Officials for a two-year term, except as otherwise indicated,
137. The draft decision was adopted by consensus. acoordance with paragraph (b) of Governing Council
decision 19/32 of 4 April 1997: Algeria, Argentina,
Bangladesh, Brazil, Burundi, Canada, China, Congo, Cuba,

Provisional agenda, date and place of the twenty- penmark (for 2000 only), Finland (for 1999 only), France,

first session of the Governing Council Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic
138. At the 11th meeting of the session, the Governiflf), Irag, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Mexico, Morocco, Nigeria,
Council had before it a proposal by the Bureau concerning tR€ru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian Federation,
provisional agenda, date and place of the twenty-first sessidinegal, Slovakia, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey, Uganda,
of the Council (UNEP/GC.20/L.13). Zambia and Zimbabwe.

139. The representative of Germany odoced an oral 144. The Governing auncil decided to elect wcuamation

amendment to item 7 of the provisional agenda proposed®y members of the High-level Committee the States
the Bureau. nominated by the regional groups.

Other decisions

140. The proposal of the Bureau, as orally amended by the
representative of Germany, was adopted by consensus. Nogtes

141. During the adoption of the proposal, the representative
of Colombia said that, while he agreed that the twenty-first * The membership of the Governing Council was determined
session of the Governing Council could be of five days’ &Y eleCt'o?sthId at th‘la 68th p';”ar:ylg‘ee“”g Ofthefg“eth
. . o session of the General Assembly, held on 21 November
duratlion, there was a nefad to consider the .p053|b|llty.of 1995, and the 56th plenary meeting of the fifty-second
reverting to two-week sessions, as one week did not provide  session, held on 26 November 1997 (decisions 50/308 and
sufficient time to consider all the issues. 52/315).
2 For the text of the decisions adopted by the Governing
Council at its twentieth session, see the annex to the present
report.

142. The representative of Bumdi stressed the need to
adhere to the six-week rule for the circulation of pre-session
documentation, as a one-week session was too short to review
all the documents in detail.

14
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Annex

Decisions adopted by the Governing Council at its
twentieth session

Decision No. Title Date of adoption Page
20/1 Global Environment Outlook 4 February 1999 17
20/2 Environmental situation in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab
territories 4 February 1999 17
20/3 Programme for the development and periodic review of environmental
law beyond the year 2000 3 February 1999 18
20/4 Promotion of access to information, public participation in decision-
making and access to justice in environmental matters 4 February 1999 18
20/5 Reform of INFOTERRA to ensure better public access to environmental
information 4 February 1999 18
20/6 Policy and advisory services of the United Nations Environment
Programme in key areas of institution-building 5 February 1999 19
20/7 Global Environment Facility 5 February 1999 19
20/8 Further improvement of the international response to environmental
emergencies 5 February 1999 20
20/9 The role of women in environment and development 5 February 1999 21
20/10 Land degradation: support for the implementation of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification in those Countries Experiencing
Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa 5 Februeg99 21
20/11  Support for cooperation between the Council of Arab Ministers
Responsible for the Environment and the United Nations Environment
Programme through the regional offices for West Asia and Africa 5 February 1999 22
20/12  Implementation of the environmental dimension of sustainable
development within the United Nations system 5 February 1999 23
20/13  Inter-Agency Environment Coordination Group and system-wide
strategy in the field of the environment 5 February 1999 23
20/14  Report on the work of subsidiary bodies of the Governing Council 4 February 1999 23
20/15  Assessment of the functioning of the secretariat of the United Nations
Environment Programme 4 February 1999 24
20/16  Issues arising from the resolutions of the General Assembly at its fifty-
second and fifty-third sessions and nineteenth special session
specifically calling for action by the United Nations Environment
Programme 3 February 1999 24
20/17  Views of the Governing Council on the report of the Secretary-General
on environment and human settlements 5 February 1999 24
20/18  Environmental conventions 26
A. Status of international conventions and protocols in the field of the
environment 4 February 1999 26
B. Strengthening the role of the United Nations Environment
Programme in promoting collaboration among multilateral
environmental conventions and in providing programmatic support
to multilateral environmental conventions 4 February 1999 26
20/19  Contribution of the United Nations Environment Programme to the
Commission on Sustainable Development at its seventh session 5 February 1999 27
A. Oceans and seas 5 February 1999 28
B. Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
Environment from Land-based Activities 5 February 1999 29
C. Sustainable tourism 5 February 1999 30
D. Smallisland developing States 5 February 1999 30
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Decision No. Title Date of adoption Page

E. Changing production and consumption patterns 5 February 1999 30
20/20 Establishment of a regional seas programme for the East Central Pacific 4 February 1999 31
20/21  Coral reefs 4 February 1999 31
20/22  Outcome of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Convention on

the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals

and Pesticides in International Trade 4 February 1999 32
20/23  Chemicals management 4 February 1999 33
20/24  International action to protect human health and the environment

through measures which will reduce and/or eliminate emissions and

discharges of persistent organic pollutants, including the development

of an international legally binding instrument 4 February 1999 33
20/25  Freshwater 4 February 1999 34
20/26  Biosafety 4 February 1999 34
20/27  Support to Africa 4 February 1999 35
20/28  Promoting interlinkages among global environmental issues and human

needs 4 February 1999 36
20/29  Policy and advisory services of the United Nations Environment

Programme in the key area of economics, trade and financial services 4 February 1999 37
20/30  Mercure satellite communications system 4 February 1999 38
20/31  Proposed programme budget of the United Nations Environment

Programme: revised requirements for the biennium 1998-1999 and

proposed requirements for the biennium 2000-2001 4 February 1999 39
20/32  Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary

Questions on the Environment Fund budgets: revised proposals for

1998-1999 and proposals for 2000-2001 4 February 1999 42
20/33  Stable, adequate and predictable funding for the United Nations

Environment Programme 4 February 1999 43
20/34  Management of trust funds and counterpart contributions 4 February 1999 44
20/35  The cost of administering trust funds and counterpart contributions 4 February 1999 a7
20/36  Environment Fund: financial report and audited accounts for the

biennium 1996-1997 ended 31 December 1997 4 February 1999 48
20/37  Revision of the Financial Rules of the Fund of the United Nations

Environment Programme and of the General Procedures Governing the

Operations of the Environment Fund 4 February 1999 48
20/38  Report on the status of implementation of the recommendations

contained in the report of the Office of Internal Oversight Services 4 February 1999 48
20/39  Functioning of the regional offices and proposed measures for the

strengthening of regionalization and decentralization 4 February 1999 48
20/40  Functioning of the specialized offices of the United Nations

Environment Programme 4 February 1999 48
20/41  Functioning of the Ombudsman Unit 4 February 1999 49

Other decisions

Provisional agenda, date and place of the twenty-first session of the
Governing Council 5 February 1999 50

Membership of the High-level Committee of Ministers and Officials 5 February 1999 50




A/54/25

20/1 global reports are mutually supportive. Each agency would
Global Environment Outlook thus approach sustainable development from its particular
perspective, while taking advantage of the information in the

_ other reports to obtain a complete picture of sustainable
Having considerethe progress report of the Executivejevelopment.

Director on the Global Environment Outlook procéss,

The Governing Council,

o 9th meeting
1. Noteswith appreciatiothe broad participatory 4 February 1999
approach undertaken to prepare the second Global
Environment Outlook report; 20/2
2. Urgesovernments and the Executive Director Environmental situation in the occupied

to take into account the findings and recommendations of the  Palestinian and other Arab territories
second Global Environment Outlook report in the
development and implementation of their environmental

assessment, management actions, policies and programmes; Recallings decisions 14/11 of 18 June 1987, 15/8 of
25 May 1989, 16/13 of 31 May 1991, 17/31 of 21 MB§93,

3. Requestie Executive Director to submit to the 1g/11 of 26 May 1995 and 19/8 of 7 February 1997, on the

Governing Council at its twenty-first session a Global,ironmental situation in the occupied Palestinian and other
Environment Outlook user profile and qualitative analysis &;ap territories

the actual use of the first and second Global Environment

Outlook reports and the Global Environment Outlook ~ Having considerethe progress report of the Executive

process, together with a proposal for an optimal frequen 'rect.or. on the environmenta! siFuation in the occupied
alestinian and other Arab territoriés,

and production schedule for future Global Environme
Outlook and related reports; 1. Welcomedhe activities which the United Nations
4. Alsorequestthe Executive Director to produce Environment Programme is undertaking in association with

in close collaboration with Governments, United Nation§€ Office of the United Nations Special Coordinator in the
agencies and bodies, and collaborating and associated cenffé§upied Territories in the occupied Palestinian and other
and experts, a third Global Environment Outlook report in thrab territories, including those under the control of the
form of a “30 Years After Stockholm” report, to be publishe&@lestinian Authority;
in 2002, following the full participatory Global Environment 2. Requestghe Executive Director to continue
Outlook approach; participating in the activities of the multilateral working

5.  Further requeststhe Executive Director to 9rOUPS of the Middle East peace process, as well as in those

actively collaborate with the United Nations Developmerff the United Nations Special Coordinator in the Occupied
Programme, the World Bank, the World Resources Instituf&'"itories, in orgler to ensure that environmental concerns
and other relevant institutions in the preparation of the nef€ 9iven due priority;

report in theWorld Resourceseries, to be published in 3. Expresses its concemegarding the continuing
December 2000, which will focus on global ecosystemsnvironmental degradation in the occupied Palestinian and
conditions and trends and promoting the concept of gher Arab territories, including those under the control of the
comprehensive science-based assessment of the workgestinian Authority;

ecosystems, and to simultaneously produce an expert report

o . . Requestghe Executive Director to prepare a
on policy issues and responses to changes in the ecosysu(_%{)nrﬁprehensive report on the environmental situation in the
dealt with in the 2000World Resourceseport;

occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories, including
6. Urgesmajor actors in data compilation and inthose under the control of the Palestinian Authority, in
global report production, such as the Food and Agricultuk&eping with the above-mentioned decisions of the Governing
Organization of the United Nations, the United Nation€ouncil, and also requests him to present the report to the
Statistical Office, the United Nations regional commissiongoverning Council at its twenty-first session.
the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank
and the World Resources Institute, to collaborate in the
production and use of a common data and knowledge base,
comprising indicators, models, scenarios and expert systems,
in order to avoid duplication, save costs and ensure that

The Governing Council

9th meeting
4 February 1999
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20/3 Affirming its commitment to promoting access to
Programme for the development and periodic information and participation of all concerned citizens at the
review of environmental law beyond the relevant levels,

year 2000

Taking noteof the various activities at the national and
The Governing Council regional levels to promote enhanced participation by the

Having considerethe report of the Executive DirectorpUinC and major groups, including the Convention arcAss

on the programme for the development and periodic reviek\?lmformtat"?n’ tF.)Ub!'C EPartumpatlor:[\ |InN[|)et(t:éS|0n-mak|ng and
of environmental law beyond the year 2000, ccess fo Justice In Environmental Matlers,
Recalling programme area G (Environmental

made in the further implementation of the Programme for t areness, education, information and public participation)

Development and Periodic Review of Environmental Law fof the Programme for the Development and Periodic Review

the 1990¢, including thescently concluded study on disputeOf Environmental Law for the 19905,

avoidance and dispute settlement in international = Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
environmental law, on promotion of access to information, public participation

2 Requestshe Executive Director to undertake ain decision-making and access to justice in environmental

process for the preparation of a new programme for tmattersg,

development and periodic review of environmental law, in 1. Requestbe Executive Director, in consultation
consultation with Governments and relevant organizationsith Governments and relevant international organizations,
and, as part of that process, to convene in the 2680 a to seek appropriate ways of building capacity in and
meeting of senior government officials expert irenhancing access to environmental information, public
environmental law; participation in decision-making and access to justice in
environmental matters;

1. Takes note with appreciationf the progress

3. Authorizethe Executive Director to continue to
use the current Programme for the Development and Periodic 2.  RequestBe Executive Director to study, in this
Review of Environmental Law as strategic guidance for thr@gard, various models of national legislation, policies and
work of the United Nations Environment Programme in thguidelines;

field of environmental law until a new programme is adopted 3. Also requestshe Executive Director to submit

by t,he Council and, in that connection, authorlzgs h|m Té’_report on the outcome of the above-mentioned activities to
assist, upon request, Governments and organizationsylg Governing Council at its twenty-first session.
developing international environmental agreements;

. : . 9th meeting
4. Requestshe Executive Director to continue to 4 February 1999

assist, upon request, developing countries and countries with
economies in transition in strengthening national

environmental legislation and institutions; 20/5 .
Reform of INFOTERRA to ensure better public

5.  Alsorequestthe Executive Director to report on access to environmental information

the outcome of the implementation of the present decision to
the Council at its twenty-first session. The Governing Council

6th meeting Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
3 February 1999 on the reform of INFOTERRA to ensure better public access
to environmental informatioff,

20/4 1. Takes notef the recommendations of the United

Promotion of access to information, public Nations Environment Programme/INFOTERRA Advisory
participation in decision-making and access to Committee on the reform of the global environmental
justice in environmental matters information exchange network, as contained in the

Washington Statement of the Advisory Commitfee and

s ) . summarized in the report of the Executive Director;
Recalling principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on

Environment and Developmeht, as well as chapters 23 to 32
of Agenda 27,

The Governing Council
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2. Underscorgbe importance of the public-right- Underscorinthat it is essential in institution-building
to-know principle, a role which is inextricably linked with aiming at sustainable development to enhance access to
public participation in environmental decision-making; environmental information held by public authorities and

3 Notethe new role of INFOTERRA as the United participation by all relevant sectors of the society, including

Nations Environment Programme’s global advocate of tﬁge public, in the environmental-decision-making process, in

public-right-to-know principle, to be carried out through g\cgordance with relevant legislation or arrangements, and
new structure governing the future operations ¢t'9ng Governments to do so,

INFOTERRA, Recognizing the importance of developing

4 Also noteshe need to secure the participation 0(anironmental laws and regulations as well as judicial and

a diverse range of stakeholders drawn from government, n&gministrative procedures for legal redress and remedy of
tions negatively affecting the environment,

governmental organizations, academia, centres of excellentg"
professional bodies and business enterprises in a partnership Urge$sovernments to develop, as appropriate,
arrangement aimed at providing an integrated environmental such environmental laws and regulations, as well as judicial
information service at the national level, and encourages and administrative procedures;

Governments to establish these partnerships under a formal 2

: : ; . Requestbe Executive Director to strengthen the
agreement with the United Nations Environment Programme, . otaria

t to provide policy and advisory services, in
5. Recognizeshe important synergy between the particular technical, legal and policy advice, in key areas of
revitalized INFOTERRA and a new assessment strategy of institution-building to Governments and regional and
the United Nations Environment Programme for the purpose subregional institutions dealing with environmental matters,
of facilitating the flow of information between the with particular attention to the areas of concentration
organization and its partners; contained in paragraph 2 of Governing Council decision
6. Requestshe Executive Director to develop, inSS.V/2 of 22 May 1998, with a view to improving access by

close cooperation with relevant partners, a concrete plan fgle 'publ|c to Ilnfol_rma}tmn on en\./lronmental matters and
establishing a restructured INFOTERRA,; environmental policy instruments;
3. Alsorequestthe Executive Director to strengthen

with Governments on the appropriateness of launching ¢Qoperation with Governments, other relevant organizations
2000 the United Nations Environment Programme’@nd entities, including the secretariats of international
revitalized INFOTERRA at a global conference of Senio(?nvironmental conventions, in adties related to policy and

government officials and representatives of relevaﬂ_‘pv;sor);]serwges in key argzs gftmséltutlon-buﬂc:lng tg enlsure i
organizations expert in the field of environmental informatio at'tSLtl'C st_arwceshare ptrowde Od' ovterdnmen s an redev?n
services and to seek extrabudgetary resources for it; INSHIUTLoONS In a coherent and coordinated manner in order to

_ . avoid duplication of efforts and economize on scarce
8.  Further requestshe Executive Director to report resources.

on the outcome of the implementation of the present decision
to the Governing Council at its twenty-first session.

7.  Also requestshe Executive Director to consult

11th meeting

5 February 1999
9th meeting

4 February 1999

20/7
Global Environment Facility
20/6 . .
Policy and advisory services of the United The Governing Coungil
Nations Environment Programme in key areas of Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
institution-building on participation of the United Nations Environment

Programme in the work of the Global Environment Facility,
. _ _ . as well as the suggested action plan on complementarity
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director petween the activities undertaken by the United Nations

on policy and advisory services of the United Nationgnpyironment Programme under the Global Environment
Environment Programme in key areas of institution=acility and its programme of work,

building *?

The Governing Council

1. Welcomeghe progress made by the Executive
Director in strengthening the role of the United Nations
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Environment Programme in the Global Environment Facility, 8 Also requestshe Executive Director to present
pursuant to Governing Council decision 19/12 of 7 February tothe Goverrongd at its twenty-first session a report

1997 and the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate on the progress made in the implementation of the present
of the United Nations Environment Programfie, as wellas decision.

its decisions SS.V/6 and SS.V/7 of 22 May 1998; 11th meeting

2. Welcomes alsothe progress made by the 5 February 1999
Executive Director in strengthening inter-agency
collaboration under the Global Environment Facility, as 20/8
evidenced by the increased role played by the United Nations  Further improvement of the international
Environment Programme in joint Global Environment Facility response to environmental emergencies
projects with the United Nations Development Programme

and/or the World Bank;
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director

3. Welcomes furtherthe conclusion of the on further improvement of the international response to
Memorandum of Understanding between the United Nations b P

Environment Programme and the United Nationgnvwonmental emergencies, ' '
Development Programme on joint collaboration in the Global 1. Expresses its satisfactiomith the constructive

Environment Facility cross-ating area of land degradation;collaboration between the United Nations Environment
. . , Programme and the Office for the Coordination of
4. Welcomesthe Executive Director’s proposal

. . X . umanitarian Affairs in strengthening the ability of the United
aimed at establishing strategic partnership between Stions to assist countries particularly developingmtries
United Nations Environment Programme and the secretaneﬁl ' '

of the Global Environment Facility, in addition to the role OP ected by environmental emergencies;

the United Nations Environment Programme in the Global 2.  Requeststhe Executive Director to further
Environment Facility® as well as the suggested action pl&hhance such collaboration by strengthening the activities of
on complementarity between the activities undertaken by tHte Joint Environment Unit of the United Nations
United Nations Environment Programme under the GlobBnvironment Programme and the Office for the Coordination

Environment Facility and its programme of work; of Humanitarian Affairs, taking into account the
recommendations of the Advisory Group on Environmental

Emergencies;

The Governing Council

5. Invitesthe Council of the Global Environment
Facility, in considering the issue of the atidnality and
complementarity of the core activities of the United Nations 3.  Also requestthe Executive Director, within the
Environment Programme with its interventions within th&andate of the United Nations Environment Programme, to
Global Environment Facility, to fully take into account itsfurther focus and strengthen the contribution of its
environmental mandate as contained in the NairoBnhvironmental expertise to the coordination of United Nations
Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Natiorgystem-wide responses to natural disasters caused by natural

Environment Programme, as well as relevant resolutions@fienomena or natural phenomena coupled with effects of
the General Assembly of the United Nations; human actions, with a view to providing United Nations

coordinated assistance to countries, particularly developing

. 6. Also .|_nV|tes the Council of the GIOba.l countries, affected by such natural disasters;
Environment Facility to support the efforts of the Executive

Director aimed at strengthening the role of the United Nations 4.  Invite§Sovernments and relevant United Nations
Environment Programme in the Facility in accordance witdgencies, bodies and programmes to continue to cooperate
its mandate as contained in the Instrument for thaith the Joint Environment Unit of the United Nations
Establishment of the Restructured Global Environmefnvironment Programme and the Office for the Coordination
Facility;*’ of Humanitarian Affairs in its efforts to provide assistance to
countries, in particular developing countries, facing

7. Requestshe Executive Director to submit the " " °. Lo . . }
ﬁgwronmental emergencies, including natural disasters;

suggested action plan on complementarity between t
activities undertaken by the United Nations Environment 5. Requeststhe Executive Director to develop
Programme under the Global Environment Facility and ig&ppropriate linkages between the work of the United Nations
programme of work to the Council of the Global Environmerfenvironment Programme on environmental emergencies and
Facility at its thirteenth meeting, to be held in Washingtorits overall work on environmental assessment and early
D.C. from 5 to 7 May 1999; warning;
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6. Urges Governments and international inparticularthose of the developing countries and countries
organizations in a position to do so to contribute to the Trust with economies in transition and also relevant global non-

Fund for Environmental Emergencies; governmental organizations.

7. Requestdhe Executive Director to report to 11th meeting
Governments on the progress made in the activities of the 5 February 1999
Joint Environment Unit.

11th meeting 20/10 .
5 February 1999 !_and degrad_atlon. suppolrt for thg
implementation of the United Nations

20/9 Convention to Combat Desertification in those

Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or

The role of women in environment and D X . X
Desertification, particularly in Africa

development

The Governing Council The Governing Coungil

RecallingGeneral Assembly resolution 50/203 of 22 Recallingits decisions 19/17 of February 1997 and

Decembed 995, relating to the implementation of the BeijingSS'V/7 of 22 May 1998,
Platform for Action of the Fourth World Conference on Having consideredthe report of the Executive
Woment® at the national and international levels, Diredtor on the implementation of the United Nations

Recalling alsdts decisions 17/4 of 21 May 1993 18/6Convention to Combat Desertification in thoseudtries
of 26 May 1995 and 19/7 of 7 February 1997 on the UniteFdxperiencing Serious Drought andfor Desertification,
) . o
Nations Environment Programme and the role of women H{;\rtlcularly in Africa;
environment and development, Recognizintpat land degradation is a major problem

Having considerethe report of the Executive Directorfor many countries, particularly those in Africa,

on the role of women in environment and developntént, Recallingthat support for Africa is a priority for the
United Nations Environment Programme in its work

1. Takes not®f the report of the Executive Director
P Rjogramme for 2000-2001,

on the role of women in environment and development a
the progress towards the fulfilment of the commitments made  Recalling the experience of the United Nations
by the United Nations Environment Programme to meetthe Environment Programme in developing desertification
global priorities for the advancement of women, and the assessments and databases and its two editidfug|df the
decision of the Executive Director to re-focus the institutionatlas of Desertification its research initiatives and
arrangements for gender within the secretariat of the United cooperative studies with the Scientific Committee on
Nations Environment Programme by hiring a staff member  Problems of the Environment of the International Council of
at the Professional level to undertake the actions related to the  Scientific Unions, its co-sponsorship of the Consultative
role of women in environment and development; Group for International Agricultural Research and the
2. Requestshe Executive Director to continue NUmerous joint programmes and studies on desertification

efforts to fulfil the ten commitments made by the Uniteéf\’ith variqus centrgs Within_the Consultative Group and with
Nations Environment Programme at the Fourth Worl‘ather United Nations bodies,
Conference on Women as its contribution to meet the global  Consideringthe concerns regarding the vulnerability
priorities for the advancement of women2Q00, and to carry  of African soils to the impacts of climate change due to land
out more activities in the programme of work targeted at degradation and desertification as expressed by the Special
women; Consultation of African Ministerial Conference on

3. Alsorequestthe Executive Director to StrengthenEnvironment on the United Nations Framework Convention

efforts to assist Governments in empowering women Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol and Multilateral

participate in the decision-making process on environmenEﬁ'V'ronmental Agreements, held in Nairobi from 19 to 23

3
matters and in providing them with information on theOCtOber 1998,

environment; Welcoming the efforts of the United Nations
4.  Further requestthe Executive Director to extend En\grocr;menthr.ogramme n ass:tmg couniries affected bg
the network of gender focal points to cover all Governmentls?fn egra a_tlon, In strengt ening cqoperaﬂqn an
collaboration with other relevant United Nations bodies and
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agencies and other organizations in the field of land bythe Global Environment Facility and ottitaxteral and
degradation, in developing land-degradation projects as they bilateral agencies;
relate to the focal areas of the Global Environment Facility 8

Sthhg\;lgr?lng O;aMTmorandqu ofUnders.tan:Img with t"g}apropriate initiatives to involve the United Nations
nited Nations Development Programme in the context nvironment Programme in the activities of the Global

these activities, and in assisting Governments in trﬁechanism of the Convention, and in particular its
implementation of the Convention,

Requeststhe Executive Director to take

Facilitation Committee;
1. Requestse Executive Director to maintain the 9. Requestghe Executive Director to submit a

capability of the United Nations !En\{lronment Programme trct’eport on this matter to the Governing Council at its twenty-
respond to global land-degradation issues so as to play its rﬁ}gt session

as Task Manager for chapter 12 of Agendd 21, and in support
of the Conference of Parties to the Convention, in particular 11th meeting
its Committee on Science and Tewlogy, in the assessment 5 February 1999
and monitoring of desertification and the enhancement of the

scientific and technological knowledge base on land 20/11
degradation; Support for cooperation between the Council of

Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment
and the United Nations Environment
Programme through the regional offices for West
Asia and Africa

2.  Alsorequestthe Executive Director to give the
appropriate priority to promoting support action to combat
desertification within the framework of the implementation
ofthe work programme of the United Nations Environment
Programme in accordance with Governing Council decision ~ The Governing Coungil

SS.VIT; Recallings decision 17/28 of 21 May 1993, in which

3.  Further requestshe Executive Director to assist, it requested the Executive Directanter alia, to continue
upon their request, African countries in the preparatiofaking efforts to link the implementation of the regional
development and strengthening of action plans drawn upRfogrammes of the United Nations Environment Programme

accordance with articles 9 and 11 of the Convention; in a coordinated manner with other intergovernmental

. . . organizations, particularly the United Nations Development
4. Requestghe Executive Director to continue 9 P y . P
Piogramme and the regional commissions,

efforts to secure and enhance support from the Globa . o _
Environment Facility for providing assistance tountries to ~ Recalling alsaits decision 16/33 of 31 May 1991, in
carry out activities related to land degradation in view of thwhich it requested the Executive Directanter alia, to

interlinkages between land degradation and the focal are®mote the identification of ways and means to facilitate
of the Facility; access by and transfer of tewlogy to developing countries

. . in respect of cleaner production methods, techniques and
5.  Requestbe Executive Director to strengthen thetechnologies,

coordination and collaboration with relevant United Nations . o
bodies and agencies and other organizations concerned in Recalling furtherits decision 18/39 of 26 May 1995,
providing assistance to countries in mitigating langequesting support of the goals and aims of the Council of

degradation and the implementation of the Convention; Arab Ministers Responsible for the Environment and the

6. Also requestshe Executive Director to pursueReglonal Office for West Asia,

his efforts to strengthen inter-agency collaboration in the field ~ Recalling\genda 21’ adopted by the United Nations
of combating desertification; Conference on Environment and Development, particularly

chapter 34 on the transfer of environmentally sound
technology, cooperation and capacity-building, and chapter
3 , On international institutional arrangements, as well as
gfaction | thereof, on cooperation and implementation at the
aegional and subregional levels,

7.  Further requeststhe Executive Director, in
cooperation with other bodies, particularly the Secretariat
the Convention, the Global Mechanism under tten@ntion
and the other implementing agencies of the Glob
Environment Facility, as well as relevant regional an
subregional organizations, to assist countries affected by land  Notingparagraph 4 (b) of the Nairobi Declaratiéh,
degradation in the preparation of land-degradation projed@ncerning regionalization and decentralization through the
consistent with their national action programmes for financirigcreased involvement and participation of regional
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ministerial councils, complementary to the Programme’s
headquarters in Nairobi,

Noting also the possibilities of improving and
activating environmental activities in the Arab region, within
the framework of the priorities of the United Nations
Environment Programme,

Expressing its appreciatioof the results achieved
owing to the cooperation between the United Nations
Environment Programme and the Council of Arab Ministers
Responsible for the Environment,

Requestghe Executive Director to support, within

11th meeting
5 February 1999

20/13

Inter-Agency Environment Coordination Group
and the system-wide strategy in the field of the
environment

The Governing Council

Noting the report of the Executive Director on

developments related to the Inter-Agency Environment
Coordination Group and the system-wide strategy in the field

available resources, the goals and aims of the Council of Ar@hthe environment;

Ministers Responsible for the Environment and the regional

Noting furtherthat the Secretary-General of the United

offices for West Asia and Africa and to establish amNations has proposed to establish an Environmental
appropriate mechanism with a view to supporting thelanagement Group, after consulting with the members of the
implementation and coordination of regional programmes wdministrative Committee on Coordination,

the Arab region.

Invites the Executive Director, in the light of the

11th meeting forthcoming decision of the Secretary-General on the
5 February 1999 establishment of an Environmental Management Group, to

consider the need for an inter-agency coordination group and
system-wide strategy in the field of the environment and to
report thereon to the Governing Council at its twenty-first
session.

20/12
Implementation of the environmental dimension
of sustainable development within the United

Nations system 11th meeting

The Governing Council 5 February 1999

Recallinghe role of the United Nations Environment
Programme as the leading environment authority that
promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental
dimension of sustainable development, as defined by Agenda
21" and the Programme for the Further Implementation of The Governing Coungil
A_genda 2L gdopteq by th? Genera}l Agsembly ?t its Recallings decision 19/1 of 7 February 1997 and the
nineteenth special session, and in the Nairobi Declaration ﬁn

20/14
Report on the work of subsidiary bodies of the
Governing Council

the Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environme airobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United

Programmé® adopted by the Governing Council at iSat|ons Environment Programme annexed thereto,
nineteenth session, Recalling alsadts decision 19/32 of 4 April 1997 on
. . . . governance of the United Nations Environment Programme,
1. Invites the Executive Director, in close: : ; . L .

. ) ) . . in which the Governing Council decideihter alia, that the
cooperation with relevant United Nations agencies and in

o . . . .. governance structure established by that decision shall be
recognition of the catalytic nature of its work, to mtensn‘;%l y

. . . . ) Fviewed by the Council at its twenty-first session, with a
work on the integration of the environmental dimension of: o . L
view to assessing its effectiveness taking into account any

sustainable development into United Nations Programmez evant results of the reform process of the United Nations
2. Underscoresthe need for Governments tosystem,

positively consider providing extrabuo!getary resources N rakes notefthe reports and the work of the Committee
order to further promote the practical application of

methodologies for such integration: of Pgrmanent Reprgs_entatives and the High-level Cqmmittge
' of Ministers and Officials undertaken in accordance with their
3. Requestghe Executive Director to report onrespective mandatés.
progress achieved to the Governing Council at its next

. 9th meeting
session.

4 February 1999
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General to the Governing Council of the United Nations

20/15 o ] Environment Programme to provide its views thereon,
Assessment of the functioning of the secretariat ] o )
of the United Nations Environment Programme Recalllngthe_ Nalrob! Declara}tlon on the Role and

. ] Mandate of the United Nations Environment Progranifne,
The Governing Coungil adopted by the Governing Council at its nineteenth session,
Recallingits decision 19/29 B of 4 April 1997, which emphasizes that the United Nations Environment

1. Takes noteof the report of the Committee OfPrggramme has begn and'must contlnue_ to be the principal
. . nited Nations body in the field of the environment and that
Permanent Representatives concerning the assessment o the; . . . :
o . . . _jtsrole is to be the leading global environmental authority that
functioning of the secretariat of the United Nations .
. ) sets the global environmental agenda, that promotes the
Environment Programm€; . : . . .
coherent implementation of the environmental dimension of
2. Welcomese recommendations concerning thesustainable development within the United Nations system

functioning of the secretariat of the United Nationgnd that serves as an authoritative advocate for the global
Environment Programme contained therein, and urges @gvironment,
Executive Director to take those recommendations into

) Recalling alsdts decisions 19/32 of 4 April 1997, on
account;

the governance of the United Nations Environment
3. Requestghe Executive Director to keep theprogramme, and SS.V/2 of 22 May 1998, on the

Committee of Permanent Representatives ﬁnformed of th&vitalization, reform and strengthening of the United Nations

progress made regarding the recommendations. Environment Programme, in which it decidédter alia, to

9th meeting review the ongoing reform of the United Nations Environment

4 February 1999 Programme,
Notinghe distinction made by the Secretary-General

20/16 between recommendations requiring action at the Secretariat
Issues arising from the resolutions of the General level from those requiring decisions and measures at the
Assembly at its fifty-second and fifty-third intergovernmental level,

sessions and nineteenth special session
specifically calling for action by the United
Nations Environment Programme

1. Responds the request of the Secretary-General
to the Governing Council, and decides to express its views
as follows:

The Governing Coungil The Governing Council

Takes notef the report of the Executive Director on
issues arising from the resolutions of the General Assemb]
at its fifty-second and fifty-third sessions and at its nineteen
special session specifically calling for action by the Unite
Nations Environment Programrfe, and the actions indicat

(a) Welcomebe report of the Secretary-General on
¥vironment and human settleméfits submitted to the
eneral Assembly at its fifty-third session, in which he puts
rth the recommendations of the United Nations Task Force
SH Environment and Human Settlements on reforming and

therein. strengthening United Nations activities in the field of
6th meeting environment and human settlements, and expresses its
3 February 1999 appreciation for the comprehensive and forward-looking
recommendations of the Task Force under the chairmanship
20/17 of the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Views of the Governing Council on the report of ~ Programme;
the Secretary-General on environment and (b) Notes with appreciatiorthe intention of the

human settlements President of the General Assembly that the Assembly, at its

The Governing Council current session, consider in a fully open and transparent
manner, as soon as possible, the recommendations contained

Taking into accounthat the report of the Secretary-, th ¢ of the S tarv-G | . t and
General of the United Nations on environment and humap 1€ réport ot in€ Secretary-t-eneral on environment an
vman settlement¥;

settlement® is under consideration in the General Assem
and also taking into account the request of the Secretary- (c) Takes not®f the recommendations intended for
action by intergovernmental bodies relating to linkages among
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and support to environmental and environment-related United Nations Environment Programme, as well as possible
conventions; integovernmental forums; and involvement of  financial implications;

major groups, as outIineq in part IV of the report of the (h)  Welcomebe recommendations of the Secretary-
Secretary-General on environment and human Settlemer}tféneral on future action-oriented agendas of the Governing

(d) Welcomesthe general thrust of the actions Council and the structuring and timing of its meetings in order
proposed to be taken by the Secretary-General and the toenhance coordination with the Commission on Sustainable
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Development and the conferences of the parties to
Programme at the Secretariat level relating to: inter-agency environmental and environment-related conventions;

coordination; linkages among and support to environmental () Takes notef the proposal concerning universal

and environment-related conventions; the United Nat'orﬂﬁembership of the Governing Council of the United Nations

Environment Programmg, the United Nat|ons pentre ,f‘gnvironment Programme and the ongoing debate in this
Human Settlements (Habitat) and the United Nations Oﬁ'q‘%gard'

at Nairobi; information, monitoring, assessment and early™ .
warning; involvement of major groups; and futurétiatives, () Agreeswiththe proposal of the Secretary-General

as outlined in part |1l of the report of the Secretary-Gener#ftat, particularly in the light of the recommendation to
on environment and human settlements: establish an annual ministerial-level forum, the future role of

the High-level Committee of Ministers and Officials of the

(€) Expresses its suppofor the proposal of the it Nations Environment Programme should be
Secretary-General regarding the establishment of 8Bnsidered:

Environmental Management Group for the coordination of the

environmental and human-settlements activities of the United (k) Welcomebe proposals of the Secretary-General
Nations system, and encourages the Secretary-GeneraPfo further enhancing the role of the United Nations
undertake consultations with the members of thenvironment Programme in providing environmental
Administrative Committee on Coordination to develop itddvocacy, analysis and advice in shaping the priorities and

methods in a flexible and cost-effective manner for it4ith the United Nations Environment Programme’s envisaged

expeditious establishment; role in the Instrument for the Establishment of the
Restructured Global Environment Facifity, and in this regard

(" Welcon_1e$he p_roposals.for the facilitation andnotes its decision 20/7 of 5 February 1999, on the Global
support by the United Nations Environment Programme %fnvironment Facility:

enhanced coordination among the bureaux and secretariats

of environment and environment-related conventions, taking () Also welcomethe recommendations concerning
into account the status of the respective conventidie facilitation of coherent approaches to the need to
secretariats and the autonomy of the conferences of the parfiggstructively engage non-governmental organizations and
to those conventions, and in this regard notes its decisi6il society in the work of the United Nations, in the light of
20/18 B of 4 February 1999, on strengthening the role of e experiences gained in the Habitat Il and Commission on
United Nations Environment Programme in promotin§ustainable Development processes;

collaboration among multilateral environmentahwentions (m) Expresses the hoghat its views will assist in
and in providing programmatic support to multilaterafurther deliberations and an expeditious resolution of this
environmental conventions; important matter in the competent forums;

(9) Expresses its suppofor the proposal of the 2. Requestbe Executive Director to convey to the
Secretary-General that an annual ministerial-level globgkcretary-General the views of the Governing Council of the

environmental forum be instituted and that regular biennigjnited Nations Environment Programme as contained in the
sessions of the Governing Council of the United Nationsresent decision.

Environment Programme constitute that forum in the years
that the Council meets, and that in alternate years the forum
should take the form of the special session of the Governing
Council, meeting in different regions as a ministerial-level
forum in which participants can gather to review important
and emerging policy issues in the field of the environment,
and keeping in mind the need to retain the effective andA. Status of international conventions and protocols
efficient functioning of the governance mechanisms of the in the field of the environment

11th meeting
5 February 1999

20/18
Environmental conventions
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and SS.V/2 of 22 May 1998, on the revitalization, reform and

The Governing Coungil strengthening of the United Nations Environment Programme,
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director Having consideredthe reports of the Executive

on ipternational conventions and protocols in the field of thgirector on strengthening the role of the United Nations

environment; Environment Programme in promoting collaboration among

Recallingits decision 24 (Ill) of 30 April1975 and multilateral environmental conventiod$, programmatic

General Assembly resolution 3436 (XXX) of 9eDember support of the United Nations Environment Programme to

1975, multilateral environmental conventiois and promoting
1. Takes notefthe report of the Executive Director; ?;(aeglgljages amang global environmental issues and human

2. Authorizethe Executive Director to transmit the . : N .
. . Mindfubf the importance of promoting interlinkages

report, on its behalf, together with any comments made b . . .
. ; ; . among multilateral environmental conventions and
delegations thereon as well as further information which the . .
. ) ) . international processes related thereto, and conscious of the
secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programmg . .. o ) . .
. . esirability of mitigating fragmentation of international
might receive by 31 Mag999, to the General Assembly atenvironmental olicy-makin
its fifty-fourth session, in accordance with Assembly policy 9:

resolution 3436 (XXX); . . .
) _|. Promotion of collaboration among nftilateral
3.  Calls uponStates that have not yet signed, ratified environmental conventions

or acceded to conventions and protocols in the field of the

environment to do so: 1. Calls uponGovernments that are parties to the

o _multilateral environmental conventions and their conferences
4.  Calls uponStates and organizations that are igf the parties to give due consideration to ways and means to
Nations Environment Programme with information on newonyentions, including the importance for harmonized

conventions and protocols in the field of the environment §ocedures for the national reporting envisaged thereunder;
well as information on any changes to the status of the 5 hasizékat the United Nati Envi
existing conventions and protocols in the field of the - Emp asiz at.t € nite .at|ons n\{|ronment

environment Programme should intensify its catalytic role to stimulate and

support collaboration among multilateral environmental
9th meeting conventions and international processes related thereto with
4 February 1999 3 view to the strengthening of coherent interlinkages among
such conventions and processes in line with the decisions of
B. Strengthening the role of the United Nations their respective conferences of the parties;
Environment Programme in promoting
collaboration among multilateral environmental
conventions and in providing programmatic
support to multilateral environmental (a) Promote, in cooperation with their respective
conventions governing bodies, the strengthening of coherent interlinkages
among multilateral environmental conventions and
international processes related thereto;
Bearing in mindGeneral Assembly resolutions 47/190 . . . . .
of 22 Decembel992, on the report of the United Nations (t.)) Enhance, N cooperation with the[r resp(_actn{g
Conference on Environment and Development, 47/191 of govermning bodies, the linkages among the various scientific

Decemberl992, on insitutional arrangementstofoIIowupand. mformatlon monitoring processes ‘hf"“ undgrpm
. . . multilateral environmental conventions and international
the United Nations Conference on Environment and

Development, and S-19/2 of 28 June 1997, on the ProgramEn(r:(?gsi:efn;glrizc:i;hne;egg mocljir((:je.r to provide a bridge between
for the Further Implementation of Agenda 21, ' policy,

3. Affirms that the United Nations Environment
Programme should:

The Governing Council

Bearing in mind alsdsoverning Council decisions 19/1 .(C) Prov!de continued supstantlve 'supporjt to
LS . ultilateral environmental conventions and international
of 7 February 1997, on the Nairobi Declaration on the Role . . . -
rocesses related thereto in accordance with their provisions

and Mandate of the United Nations Environment Programnﬁaﬁd the decisions of their conferences of the parties:
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4. Urges the Executive Director to consult Recallingts decision SS.V/3 of 22 May 1998, on the
multilateral environmental conventions, through their contribution ofthe United Nations Environment Programme
secretariats, with a view to identifying areas of common tothe Commission on Sustainable Development at its seventh
interest and opportunities for synergy in line with the session,

decisions taken under those conventions; Recalling alsdts decision 18/7 of 26 May 1995, on the

5.  Requestbe Executive Director, in cooperation  relationship between the United Nations Environment
with the respective convention secretariats, to support,and Programme and the Commission on Sustainable
coordinate as appropriate, collaboration and promote Development, as well as the Programme for the Further
interlinkages among multilateral environmental conventions Implementation of Agenda 21, in which the General
in line with the decisions of their respective conferences of Assembly called upon the United Nations Environment
the parties; Programme to continue providing support to the Commission
on Sustainable Developmeripter alia, in the form of
scientific, technical and policy information and analysis of and
advice on global environmental issues,

Il. Programmatic support to nitilateral
environmental conventions

6. Requestte Executive Director to explore with ) ) ,
the multilateral environmental conventions, through their. Having con's.|qleredthe rePO”S Of, the Ex_ecut|ve
secretariats, areas of cooperation and suitable modalitiegﬁecmr on the aCt'V't'eS, of th? United Nations Environment
support of the implementation of the programmes of work g}rogramme In conpecﬂon with the thgmgs onthe agenda of
the respective conventions, taking irtocount the scientific the seventh gessmn of the Commission on Sustainable
and technical expertise that the United Nations EnvironmeRFvempmenﬁ
Programme can contribute, in line with the decisions of their 1Requestbe Executive Director to take steps to
respective conferences of the parties; ensure that in the future the Governing Council has the

7. Encouragesthe conferences of parties toinformation required to prepare the views of the United

multilateral environmental conventions to support thiyations Environment Programme for all sessions of the

establishment of programmatic interlinkages between tﬁpmmlssmn on Sgstfslmable Development scheduled before
programmes of work of their conventions and the Unitef§ OWn next session;

Nations Environment Programme; 2. Requestke Executive Director to submit to the

8. Requestthe Executive Director, upon request’Commlssmn on Sustainable Development at its seventh

to make available the technical, scientific and legal expertiggss'on' through the Commission’s ad hoc inter-sessional

of the United Nations Environment Programme to assi\éytorkmg dgrgups, ﬂ:]e f.orllloxvmg deC|f5|r?nsl,E anq
multilateral environmental conventions in achieving theffcommen ations, together with the reports of the xecu'Flve
objectives: Director and the comments made thereon at the twentieth

session of the Governing Council.
9. Also requeststhe Executive Director, upon

request, to further assist developing countries and countries
with economies in trangon in strengthening their legal and

other capacities in implementing tilateral environmental
conventions; A. Oceans and seas

11th meeting
5 February 1999

10. Further request¢he Executive Director to submit The Governing Council
a report on the progress made in the implementation ofthe 1. Stressesthe need for the United Nations
present decision to the Governing Council at its twenty-firgnvironment Programme to strengthen the regional seas
session. programme as its central mechanism for implementation of
9th meeting its activities relevant to chapter 17 of Agenda?21, with a
4 February 1999 focus on the promotion of policy-relevant activities and
implementation in cooperation with Governments,
20/19 intergovernmental andon-governmental organizations and
the private sector, and, in this context, invites the Executive
Director to identify specific activities for the work of the
United Nations Environment Programme in the following

Contribution of the United Nations Environment
Programme to the Commission on Sustainable
Development at its seventh session

The Governing Council
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areas, taking into account the ongoing work of other (h) Exploring the need and the possibility for an
international organizations: expansion of the regional seas programme to geographical

(a) Ensuring that environmental considerations af€as not currently covered;

fully taken into account in the activities aimed at promoting ()  Enhancing linkages and coordination with the
integrated management and sustainable development of secretariats of regional agreements and organizations not
coastal areas and associated river basins and their living under the auspices of the United Nations Environment
aquatic resources; Programme;

(b) Promoting the formulation, adoption and 2. Endorsethie enhanced cooperation of the United
implementation of appropriate technical, institutional, Nations Environment Programme with the Intergovernmental
administrative and legal measures contributing to improved Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations
protection of marine and coastal environment, including the  Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the World
rational use and conservation of their resources. This work Bank, the United Nations Development Programme and other
should include the application of the guidelines set forth in international organizations in support of the International
the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Coral Reef Initiative, and decides to give priority to an
Marine Environment from Land-based Activiti€s for the assessment of the experiences to date in implementation of
environmentally sustainable management and use of coastal the International Coral Reef Initiative programme during its
and marine resources, including their associated drainage twenty-first session;

basins as basic water-management units; 3. Encourageghe member agencies of the Joint

(c) Facilitating the assessment of the state of the Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine
marine and coastal environment, including the trends of Environmental Protection to review their terms of reference,
changes in that environment and identification of important composition and methods of work, as a means of enhancing
emerging issues; the Group’s status as a source of independent, scientific

(d) Promoting measures for the improved protectiofdVICe On coastal and oceans issues;

of endangered aquatic species, fragile ecosystems, habitats Stresseghe need for reliable, accessible and

and other ecologically sensitive areas, and for the restoration relevant monitoring, and welcomes the Global International
of damaged systems and areas, as well as pursuing the Waters Assessment, which will provide for the assessment
establishment of new specially protected areas and the ofthe world’s large marine ecosystems;

expansion of existing ones; 5. Calls uponthe Commission on Sustainable

(e) Enhancing the Programme’s collaboration with Development at its seventh session to promote significantly
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations enhanced coordination and improved institutional
and other organizations in the environmental aspects of arrangements within the United Nations system for activities
sustainable fisheries and fostering closer collaboration with  concerning the marine environment, especially through the
mechanisms and organizations, in particular the Food and work ofthe Oceans and Coastal Areas Subcommittee of the
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, dealing with  Administrative Committee on Coordination, and to make the

fisheries, including aquaculture; work of the Subcommittee transparent to Governments.
(f)  Strengthening and expanding its research, 11th meeting
monitoring, observation and assessment activities, 5 February 1999

particularly in addressing critical uncertainties related to
climate change as it may affect the sustainable managemer8. Global Programme of Action for the Protection
of the marine environment; of the Marine Environment from Land-based
(g) Preparing and convening, possibl\2i00, a joint Activities
high-level meeting of the representatives of the governing  The Governing Coungil
bocﬁes of the regional components.of the programme to Having consideredhe status report of the Executive
review overall progress and to determine ways and mean%)f 7 ; .
L S . iIrector’ on implementation of the Global Programme of

enhancing its contribution to the global protection of thg\ . ; . :

. . . tion for the Protection of the Marine Environment from
marine and coastal environment through regional ancf

: . . Land-based Activitieg?
interregional cooperation;
RecallingGeneral Assembly resolution 51/189 of 16

December 1996, particularly the recommendation that
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Governments intensify their efforts, within the context of their (PRecommendthe creation of technical working
representation in governing bodies of other agencies and groups in regional seas programitiegedifecexchange
organizations of the United Nations system, to ensure that of information on successful approaches;

those agencies and organizations have the mandate and the (g) Calls uporthe Executive Director to improve the

needed financial and human resources to undertake th@l’f{active functioning of the Steering Committee of the Global

responsibilities as lead agencies to coordinate tI%ﬁogramme of Action for the Protection of the Marine
development of the clearing-house mechanism of the Glo%vironment from Land-based Activities:

Programme of Action for specific pollutant source categories, . _
as defined in resolution 51/189, (h) Recommendsthat national and regional

. artnership meetings be held, based on well-developed

l Stresseﬂ;hg need for urgent measures aimed fational and/or regional programmes of action, for the

expediting progress in thg |mplementat|on of the GIOb%lurpose of creating implementation partnerships with donor

Programme of Action and, in this context: organizations, the private sector, non-governmental
(a) Urgesthe Executive Director to expeditiously organizations, local government and all other stakeholders;

complete the establishment of the Hague Coordination Office; 2. Reaffirmsits decision 19/14 A of 7 February

(b) Calls uponGovernments to intensify their efforts 1997 to revitalize the Global Programme of Action for the
within the context of their representation in the governing Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based
bodies of other agencies and organizations of the United Activities and strengthen the regional seas programme and
Nations system to ensure that those agencies and coastal-zone-management approach, as called for in the
organizations have the mandate and the needed financial and Global Programme of Action;
human resources to undertake their responsibilities as lead
agencies to coordinate the development of the clearing-house
mechanism of the Global Programme of Action for the
Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-based C. Sustainable tourism
Activities, as defined in the United Nations General Assembly
resolution 51/189; The Governing Council

(c) Recommendbatthe Commission on Sustainable ~ Recognizinghe importance of tourism as a lever for
Development consider how to promote the earl§conomic development, especiallyin developing countries,
implementation of the Global Programme of Actionas one 1 Notes with appreciatiothe initiatives taken thus
of the components of implementing chapter 17 of Agenda 24, , by the Executive Director in developing the work
and to address recommendations to the appropriate Unitgégramme on sustainable tourism, in cooperation with
Nations agencies, bodies and programmes; relevant industry associations and other international

(d) Requestie Executive Director, in cooperation organizations, in particular the World Tourism Organization
with Governments, United Nations bodies and agencies aaiad the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
other relevant organizations, to explore the feasibility for tHerganization. Further development of the work programme
United Nations Environment Programme to convene, [gould be guided by the relevant decisions of the Commission
2000, a global conference to address sewage as a major la@itiSustainable Development at its seventh session;
based source of pollution affecting human and ecosystem o Requeststhe Executive Director to further

11th meeting
5 February 1999

health; develop, through a consultative process involving
(e) Taking into account other ongoing processe§overnments and other relevant partners, guiding principles
decidedo undertake the first intergovernmental review of th#r sustainable tourism in accordance with the mandate of the
status of implementation of the Global Programme of Actiodhited Nations Environment Programme and taking into
for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Landaccount the draft principles on sustainable tourism contained
based Activities ir2001, and invites the Executive Directorin the annex to the report of the Executive Dire¢tor, and urge
to organize, by the end of 1999, an expert group meeting, withose partners to support this process;
the participation of Governments, international organizations 3. aA|so requeststhe Executive Director, in

and nor!-governmental or.ganizations, to facilitate theyoperation with relevant partners, including the private
preparations for such a review; sector, to continue the preparations of voluntary initiatives
and codes of conduct for the tourism sector;
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4. Invites the Commission on Sustainable (f) Promote research and assessment regarding the
Development to call upon Governments to integrate the sustainable management and use of the terrestrial and aquatic
consideration of sustainable tourism in their national biodiversity of small island developing States;
sustainable development strategies, and into relevant (@)

. . ? Promote public awareness and education
multilateral environmental conventions.

activities, including the use of local non-governmental
11th meeting organizations, regarding the need for the sustainable
5 February 1999 developmentand use of the natural resources of small island
developing States;

D. Smallisland developing States 2. Urgeshe Executive Director to complete work

The Governing Council on state-of-the-environment assessments in time for the
Recognizinipe special problems and requirements 0geventh session of the Commission on Sustainable
9 evelopment and the special session of the United Nations

small island developing States, General Assembly on the review of the Barbados Programme
Supportingthe goals of the Barbados Programme aff Action.

Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island

Developing State¥, 11th meeting

5 February 1999
Welcoming the reports of the regional
intergovernmental meetings held by small island developinge. changing production and consumption patterns
States in 1998, and inviting the Commission on Sustainable
Development to give consideration to the outcomes of the
meetings, 1. Notes with appreciatiorthe activities so far
undertaken by the secretariat at the request of the Governing

Council to promote the use of cleaner and safer production
(@) Promote and facilitate integrated islan@pproache4?

management programmes, including economic and legal ) .

instruments, administrative structures and management 2. ) Furthgrnotegwﬂh appreqatpthe currentwqu
procedures, for the improved protection and use of ﬂ?émed gtmteg@tmg enwronmental c.rltenalnt.o economic and
resources of small island developing States, encompass ncial decision-making, especially as it concerns the

the totality of the terrestrial environment, coastline and oonp of cleaner technolog@s, ar'ld further eIaboratmg
adjacent exclusive economic zones: mechanisms and procedures for financing cleaner production

investments;
(b) Strengthen and expand research, monitoring and

assessment activities addressed to small island developing . 3: Encourages Goverrll(menf:s, industries andd
States, including the social and economic factors aﬁectih@smunons to cont|'nue to maxe € orts to promote an
their terrestrial and aquatic environment, as well as relevdmplemem preventative strategies such as cleaner production,

information for the development of a “vulnerability index” fordreen productivity aqd pollution prevention as preferred
small island developing States, including the potentiQPt'OnSto address environmental problems, and invites those
impacts of climate change: ’ that have not already done so to sign the International

- Declaration on Cleaner Production, presented on 29
(c) Promote the transfer of, and facilitate access t@eptember 1998 at the Fifth High-level Seminar on Cleaner

scientific information and advice on technologies, includingroduction, held in the Republic of Korea, and to take steps
“soft” environmental management technologies, such g$implement the Declaration fully;

policies, practices, management systems, regulatory

frameworks and economic instruments appropriate for the 14 Welgomest_he Human Development Report
needs of small island developing States; 1998" of the United Nations Development Programme as an

important contribution to the work on sustainable production
(d) Prepare guidelines and programmes for wasfgd consumption;

minimization, reduction, treatment and disposal applicable
under the constraints of small island developing States;

The Governing Council

1. Invitesthe Executive Director to:

5. Encouragesthe United Nations Environment
Programme and the Commission on Sustainable Development

(e) Promote the development and application @4 develop, in partnership with the Youth Advisory Council
principles for sustainable tourism; to the United Nations Environment Programme, a sustainable
consumption strategy for youth:
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(a) To assess the role of youth in the promotion of Government-designated Experts to Review the Proposals for
sustainable consumption; a Convention and Plan of Action for the Protection of the
Marine and Coastal Environment of the East Central Pacific

b) By engaging the Youth Advisory Council in a
(b) By engaging y Region.

global process of youth consultation on these topics;
9th meeting

(c) To identify means to support initiatives for the
4 February 1999

promotion of sustainable consumption among youth;
20/21

6. Encourageghe Executive Director to develop
Coral reefs

and undertake activities in promoting more sustainable
production and consumption patterns in industry and inthe  The Governing Coungil

wider community, in particular to assist developing countries. Recallingits decision 19/15 of 7 February 1997, by

qu th!s purpose, due con5|d§rat|pn sho.uld be givemter \piq jt urged the United Nations Environment Programme
alia, international cooperation in environmentally soung0 continue to play an active and leading role in the

Fe'c'hn_ologlesa flnarllmalbtranc:jsfers arld the use of VOIuntaEI%velopment, implementation and coordination of regional
initiatives and market-based incentives; activities under the International Coral Reef Initiative,

! Stresseghat the United Nathns EnV|.ronment 1. Endorsethe proposed collaborative activities of
Programme has an important role to play in ensuring that tﬂ?e United Nations Environment Programme with agencies

°Ve”‘d‘”9 issue of sugtainable proc;luc_:tion aqd consumptigtad organizations of the United Nations system as well as
patterns is duly taken into account within the different themel: ose outside it for the protection and conservation of coral
under the work programme of the Commission on Sustainaklz ef ecosystems:

Development;
Requesthe Executive Director to carry out an

lab 8. dquuezts;he fExe(;]utlve Director todfurtrl‘erassessment of the experience of the United Nations
elaborate drait guidelines for the assessment and evalua ironment Programme to date in the implementation of the

of environmentally sound technologies, including gu'dm'r"alﬁternational Coral Reef Initiative programme and to consider

for exporters of potentially hazardous or OlJtOIateH,owtheroleoftheUnited Nations Environment Programme

te(?hnologles,. and to S,me't them_to the_Govermng Coun%'flm be strengthened in conjunction with the International
atits twenty-first session for consideration. Coral Reef Initiative Secretariat, for discussion by tleu@cil

9. Welcomehe activities undertaken by the United  at its twenty-first session;
Nations Environment Programme in relation to the marketing Endorseenhanced cooperation within the United

and advertising sector in addressing sustainable consumptiﬂgﬁoné system, particularly with the Intergovernmental

11th meeting Oceanographic Commission of the United Nations
5 February 1999 Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the United
Nations Development Programme, the Food and Agriculture

20/20 Organization of the United Nations and with multilateral
Establishment of a regional seas programme for development banks such as the World Bank;
the East Central Pacific 4. Requestse Executive Director to circulate the

The Governing Coungil Renewed Call to Action of the International Tropical Marine
Having consideredhe status report of the ExecutiveECOSyS.temS Management Symposium, held in Townsv'llle,

. . . Australia, from 23 to 26 November 1998, to the Governing
Director on the establishment of a regional seas program

e . ) . X . : T

for the East Central Paciff2, raouncn for its consideration at its twenty-first session;
1. Endorsethe actions taken thus far in facilitating .5' . AIS(.) requeststhe. Executive D|rectolr,. n
njunction with the International Coral Reef Initiative

the establishment of a proposed regional seas programme for

the East Central Pacific region, and takes note of the wi eecretarlat and the International Coral Reef Initiative

. Coordination and Planning Committee, to continue to seek
support by the concerned Governments for the draft Actigh” . . ) e -

. . . unding for the implementation of the Initiative’s activities
Plan and corresponding legal instrument;

and programmes;
2. Invites the Governments of Costa Rica, El

Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua agd
Panama to endorse the proposed Meeting of High-leve(f

6. Welcomebe progress in establishing the global
ral reef monitoring network and, in the light of the
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widespread coral bleaching1997-1998, edorses enhanced of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
cooperation between the global coral reef monitoring Nations;

network’s co-sponsors, the United Na‘Flons Enywonment 4. Authorizethe Executive Director, together with
Programme, the World Conservation Union, th@?

| 10 hic C . dthe Wi e Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
htergovernmental Oceanographic Commission and the Wo ganization of the United Nations, to convene such further

Bank, to implement the global coral reef monitoring networge sions of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Cd for
to support conservation and the sustainable use of coral rgﬁ? International Legally Binding Instrument for the

ecosystems; Application of the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for

7. RecognizdBe important role of the regional seas  Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International
programmes as implementing and coordinating mechanisms  Trade, until the date of the opening of the first meeting of the
for International Coral Reef Initiative action on a regional Conference of the Parties to the Rotteydeem{ion, as are
scale, and endorses continued and strengthened action by theessary to oversee the operation of the interim prior
regional seas programmes in the area of the conservation and informed consent pfécedure and to prepare for and service
sustainable use of coral reefs. the Conference of the Parties until the end of the fiscal year

9th meeting in which the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties

4 February 1999 takes place;
5. Calls upon States and regional economic

20/22 integration organizations to make voluntary contributions to

Outcome of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries  the trust fund established by the United Nations Environment
on the Convention on the Prior Informed Programme in order to support the interim arrangements and
Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous the operation of the Conference of the Parties until the end of

Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade the fiscal year in which the first meeting of the Conference of

the Parties takes place, and to ensure the full and effective

participation of developing countries and countries with
Having considerethe report of the Executive Directoreconomies in transition in the further work of the

on the outcome of the Conference of Plenipotentiaries on tfigergovernmental Negotiating Committee;

Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for

Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in Internationa}l 6'. Calls _upgn Stgtes and regional economic
Trade® Integration organizations with more advanced programmes

for regulating chemicals to provide technical assistance,
Recalling chapter 19 of Agenda 21 and Councilncluding training, to others in developing their infrastructure

decisions 18/12 of 26 May 1995, 19/13 Aof 7 Februa®®7 and capacities to manage chemicals throughout their life

and SS.V/5 of 22 May 1998, cycle, particularly in view of the urgent need for their
1.  Welcomesthe adoption of the Rotterdamparticipationinthe effective operation of the Convention once

Convention on the Prior Informed Consent Procedure féreénters into force;

Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International 7. Requestbe Executive Director to report to the

Trade* Governing Council at its twenty-first session on the progress
2. cCalls upon States and regional economidn the work of the secretariat arising from the outcome of the

integration organizations entitled to do so to sign, ratif{zonference of Plenipotentiaries on the Convention on the

accept, approve or accede to the Convention with a viewtgior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
bringing it into force as soon as possible; Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade,

The Governing Council

3. Recommentat the General Assembly endorse 8.  Also requestthe Executive Director to report to
the institutional linkage between the United Nationthe Governing Council at its twenty-first session on progress
Environment Programme and the Rotterdam Convention 8ide in the implementation of the present decision.
the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous 9th meeting
Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade, as called for 4 February 1999
by the Convention and authorized by the Governimy il
in its decision SS.V/5, through which the Executive Director  2g/23
provides secretariat services jointly with the Director-General  chemicals management
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The Governing Council 5. Encourages Governments as well as
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
provide financial and in-kind contributions for supporting the
implementation of the immediate actions called for in

1. Notes with appreciationthe actions taken paragraph 13 of Governing Council decision 19/13 C;
pursuant to those elements of Governing Council decision

Having consideredthe reports of the Executive
Director on chemicals manageméht,

19/13 adopted by the Governing Council in Februb®97; 6. ) Requegtbe Executlve Dwector t(_) report to the
_ _ . ' Governing Council at its twenty-first session on progress
2. Invites the Executive Director to considermade in the implementation of the present decision.

preparing for a general policy discussion, if deemed
appropriate, on chemicals management, in accordance with
decision 19/13, at the Governing Council sessioR001.

9th meeting
4 February 1999

20/25

9th meeting Freshwater

4 February 1999
The Governing Council,

20/24 . : Recallings decisions 19/14 D of 7 February 1997 and
International action to protect human health SS.V/4 of 22 May 1998

and the environment through measures which ' .
will reduce and/or eliminate emissions and 1. Takes not®f the Global Programme of Action

discharges of persistent organic pollutants for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-

including the development of an international based Activities’’
legally binding instrument 2.  Also takes notef the report of the Executive
Director on the work of the United Nations Environment

) ) ) ) Programme on freshwater issués;
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director

on international action to protect human health and the 3:  Further takes not®f the Freshwater Strategy

environment through measures which will reduce and/§Pntained in the annex to the report of the Executive Director
eliminate emissions and discharges of persistent orgafit2 proposed framework for the United Nations Environment

pollutants, including the development of an internation&rogramme, within its mandate, to address freshwater issues
legally binding instrument’ and carry out activities in the field of freshwater;

The Governing Council

1. Welcomeshe progress in the preparation ofan 4. Stressesthe role of the United Nations

international legally binding instrument for implementing="vironment Programme in the environmental aspects of
international action on certain organic pollutants as well §Stainable development and the integrated management of

the implementation of the immediate actions called for ifieshwater;
paragraph 13 of its decision 19/13 C of 7 February 1997; 5. Welcomdhe focus of the freshwater work of the
2. Invites the Intergovernmental Negotiatingun'ted Nations Environment Programme on the

Committee for an International Legally Binding Instrumengnvironmental aspects of assessment and sustainable
for Implementing International Action on Certain Organidntégrated management in accordance with national needs;
Pollutants to continue its work with a view to the conclusion 6. Requestghe Executive Director to intensify
of a legally binding instrument by 2000; collaborative activities with Governments, upon request, as
3. Requestshe Executive Director to continue Well as agencies and organizations both within and outside
taking the actions as requested by the Governing Councillfif United Nations system, in the environmental aspects of
its decision 19/13 C, including the immediate actionfgeshwater consistent with the mandate o'f tr_lg Unlted.Nat|o.ns
identified in paragraph 13 of that decision: Environment Programme and the priorities outlined in

Governing Council decisions 19/14 D and SS.V/4;
4. Calls upon Governments as well as

intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to /-  Decidesthat the United Nations Environment
consider providing financial contributions for furtherrogramme, within its mandate and taking into account

negotiations on an international legally binding instrumef{ational priorities, should place a high priority on the
for implementing international action on certain Organi@ennflcanon of expertise and knowledge resident in countries

pollutants, particularly through the “POPs Club”; relating to freshwater quality, the establishment of
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partnerships between those countries and countries in need Also noting with satisfactiothe report of the Executive
of that expertise and knowledge and the promotion of Director on the implementation of its decision 19/16 of 7
intergovernmental collaboration; Februdr997, on biosafet$f

8. Requestshe Executive Director to identify key 1. Requestke Executive Director to support, in the
policy issues for freshwater quality arising from the aittés context of the provisions of the Convention on Biological
undertaken by the United Nations Environment Programme  Divétsity, and anywork programme that may be developed,
to date, in line with the decisions of the Commission on appropriate development of the UNEP International
Sustainable Development at its sixth session and the Nairobi  Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnology in view of
Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United Nations the rapid changes and developments in the field of modern
Environment Programmé, and to propose policy options for technology, in close collaboration with the relevant
debate and endorsement by the Governing Council at its international organizations;

twenty-first session; 2.  Also requestshe Executive Director to assist

9. Also requestshe Executive Director to ensure  Governments in implementing the forthcoming biosafety
that the United Nations Environment Programme, when protocol in a manner as agreed by the Conference of the
undertaking its activities related to the environmental aspects Parties tootinetion on Biological Diversity and in
of freshwater, takes into account the work carried out by other  collaboration with the secretariat ohthen@on;

United Nations agencies and international organizations as 3. Further requeststhe Executive Director to

well as by natlc.JnaI' Governments in order to aVOI((1.0ntinue mobilizing resources, including ttugh the Global
unnecessary duplication; Environment Facility, for support to developinguntries and

10. Further requeststhe Executive Director to countries with@womies in transition to prepare effective
promote the transfer of environmentally sound technologies national biosafety frameworks in the context of the proposed
for freshwater management through the International biosafety protocol, in collaboration with the secretariat of the
Environmental Technology Centre; Convention on Biological Diversity and consistent with the

11. Requestse Executive Director to report to the obligations of the parties to the Convention (under article 8

Governing Council, at its twenty-first session on the progregg) thgreof), .takllng into accour_lt th_e UNEP International
made in the implementation of the present decision and-|—|‘?Chn'Cal Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnology;

related environmental issues. 4. Requestghe Executive Director to continue
promoting greater awareness of biosafety issues and
subregional or regional cooperation in the enhancement of
capacities for the exchange and supply of information on
safety in biotechnology and training;

9th meeting
4 February 1999

20/26
Biosafety 5.  Notes with appreciatiothe support given by the
Global Environment Facility to the Pilot Biosafety Enabling
Activity Projecf? and, taking into account the necessary
Anticipatingthe outcome of the process towards thgvaluation and review of that Project, invites the Facility to
sixth and final meeting of the Open-ended Ad Hoc Workingxtend such support in the field of capacity-building for issues
Group on Biosafety, to be held at Cartagena de Indiaglated to biosafety to developing countries and countries with
Colombia, from 14 to 19 February 1999, economies in transition in accordance with decisions 11/5,
Recognizingthe possibility that the parties to thelll/S and 11/20 of the Conference of the Parties to the

Convention on Biological Diversity will be determining aConvention on Biological Diversity;
work programme on biosafety pending the entry into force of 6.  Requestshe Executive Director to support, as
the biosafety protocol, appropriate, the establishment and further strengthening of

Bearing in mindthe need of many developing countrieSubregional and regional biosafety risk-assessment

to build regulatory capacity with respect to biosafety, capabilities in collaboration with the secretariat of the
) ) ) ) ) Convention on Biological Diversity and other relevant
Noting with satisfactionthe effective development andorganizations.

implementation on an interim basis of the UNEP International

Technical Guidelines for Safety in Biotechnoldfy, 9th meeting
4 February 1999

The Governing Council,
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Africa carried out in connection with the implementation of

regional and global conventions and protocols in the field of
the environment, as well as in enhancing the participation of
African countries in international environmental negotiations;

20/27
Support to Africa
The Governing Council, . .
4.  Further requeststhe Executive Director to
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director strengthen cooperation and collaboration with African
on support to Africa?’ regional and subregional organizations, in particular the

Recallingts decision SS.V/2 of 22 May 1998 in which Economic Commission for Africa and the Organization of

support to Africa was identified as a priority for the Unitedifrican Unity, in order to effectively address environmental
Nations Environment Programme, issues of common interest in a cost-efficient manner;

Aware that African countries are vulnerable to the . . .
environmental problems of global concern, such as cIimate”' Assistance to African countries
change, land degradation and desertification, oceans, 5. Requestshe Executive Director to continue
biological diversity, sound management of freshwater amgoviding, upon request, assistance to African countries, in
wastes management, and the need for intensified effortsparticular in the areas identified as the core elements of the
assisting them in combating such problems as they pursggused mandate of the United Nations Environment
their environmental goals, Programme in the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and

Conscious that the lack of adequate nationa’v'"dear.[e o'fthe United Natpns Enwronment P_rograrﬁ?ne,

. o C nd taking into account the interlinkages of various sectoral

environmental legislation and relevant institutional

. environmental issues, such as those among freshwater,
arrangements and means for enforcing regulatory measuyes

is one of the major problems encountered by Africaﬁ)restryand land degradation;
countries in effectively addressing environmental challenges, 6.  Also requestthe Executive Director to continue

Affirming the urgent need to strengthen the technicngViding African countries with technical, legal and policy

capacities of the representatives of African countries to tﬁgwce for the development of national legislation and relevant

conferences  of . . |qstitutions dealing with environmental matters;

parties to the global environmenta
conventions and their subsidiary bodies, in particular the 7.  Further requestshe Executive Director to assist
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate ChatfgeAfrican countries in promoting environmentally sound
the Convention on Biological Diversffy and the Unitedechnologies, and in promoting African national capacities
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in thos# this field,

Countries  Experiencing ~ Serious  Drought and/or g Requestse Executive Director to explore ways

Desertification, particularly in Afric&; and means for the United Nations Environment Programme
. o to effectively assist African countries in formulating Global
I. Cooperation and coordination Environment Facility projects, with the aim of increasing the

1. Notes with appreciatiothe Special Consultation African share in projects funded by the Facility and
of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environmenimplemented by the United Nations Environment Programme;
held in Nairobi in October 1998 to consider a common 9 Also requeststhe Executive Director, in

African position at the fourth meeting of the Conference qfpjjaboration with the Global Environmental Facility as
the Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention @ppropriate, to continue strengthening the capacity of African
Climate Change, and the supporting role of the Unitegyuntries though the provision of training and relevant
Nations Environment Programme in this regard; information as may enhance their effective participation in the
2. Requestthe Executive Director to continuedevelopment and implementation of global environmental

providing support to the African Ministerial Conference ogonventions, in particular the United Nations Framework

the Environment with a view to facilitating the integration of£onvention on Climate Change, the Convention on Biological
global and African environmental agendas; Diversity and the United Nations Convention to Combat

Desertification in those Countries Experiencing Serious

3. .AIS.O requestthe Execgtlve Dlrgctor to e.nhanceDrought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa;
the coordinating role of the United Nations Environment

Programme, and in particular the Regional Office for Africa,

in promoting programmatic coherence among activities ir“l' Priorities
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10. Requestbe Executive Director, in implementing  their national environment and sustainable development
the priorities of the United Nations Environment Programme  strategies and plans;

in Africa, to give high priority within its focused mandate to 3. Underscores that sustainable development

aSS|st|'ng Afncag Cohunt[;eg dmN wpplemgntlng _the'rdepends upon a healthy local, national, regional and global
commitments under the Unite ations Convention Q. irsnment and that the United Nations Environment

Combat Desertification in those Countries EXpe“enC'nlgrogramme has a major role to play in promoting actions at

Serious Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Afr'caéll levels that are designed to sustain the continued adequate

11. Also requestshe Executive Director to further functioning of ecological systems;
strengthen the role of the United Nations Environment 4 Requestshe Executive Director to continue to

Pro@!ramme, In th(_e f|eld.of enV|.ronmentaI gsgessmgnt aﬁgdress global environmental issues within a more holistic
monltqung in Africa with a view to assisting African and synergistic policy framework so as to improve
countries; the scientific and policy interlinkages among global

12. Further requeststhe Executive Director in environmental issues and the ways in which they influence the
revising the work programme for 1999 to take imocount — allity of countries to meet basic human needs, taking special
the priorities set forth in the present decision; note of the scientific and policy linkages among global and
regional environmental conventions and other relevant

13. Requestse Executive Director to report to the . X
international agreements;

Governing Council at its twenty-first session on the progre
made in the implementation of the present decision. 5Also requestthe Executive Director to recognize
9th meeting that. effective. policy implemgntation that links globa_\l

4 February 1999 environmental issues and sustainable development requires:

(a) Scientific understanding of the nature of the links

20/28 among environmental issues and their relationships to
Promoting interlinkages among global meeting human needs, to facilitate the balancing of competing
environmental issues and human needs needs and the identification of strategies that capture as many

The Governing Council, benefits as possible;

L - (b) Identification of innovative combinations of
Beaving in mindts decisions 1971 of 7 February 1997 olicies that are effective and cost-efficient and that

on the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the . . )
United Nations Environment Programrite, and SS.V/2 of gjeourage the public and private sectors to work together;
May 1998, on revitalization, reform and strengthening ofthe ~ (c)  Political will and public commitment to seriously
United Nations Environment Programme, address global environmental issues, including the setting of
realistic goals and the identification of creative paths for

Having considerethe report of the Executive Director - )
g]chlevmg them;

on promoting interlinkages among global environment
issues and human needs, (d) Improved coordination among the national and
international institutions charged with developing and

Mindfubf the importance of the scientific and policy . . .
. . . . encouraging the adoption of policies and measures to meet
interlinkages among global environmental issues and th%lr ) L .
yman needs, without undermining the environmental

relevance to the human needs of food, shelter, health afnqm .

oundation for development;
clean water,
6. Urgesthe World Bank and other international,

Noting with appreciatiorihe constructive collaboration egional and national organizations concerned to collaborate
between the United Nations Environment Programme and e 9

World Bank in this initiative, as well as the financial suppor\f\”th the U.nlted Nations Environment Programme in this
provided by the United States National Aeronautics aned”ldeavour,

Space Administration, 7. Requestbe Executive Director to transmit the
conclusions and recommendations of the report on promoting
Apterlinkages among global environmental issues and human
needs to the governing bodies of global environment

conventions and relevant international agreements.
2. Urgessovernments to take into consideration the

conclusions and recommendations of the report in preparing

1. Welcomesthe report entitledProtecting Our
Planet, Securing Our Future: Linkages among Glob
Environmental Issues and Human Negts

9th meeting
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4 February 1999 relationship between trade measures contained in the

20/_29 ) , . conventions and international trade policy;
Policy and advisory services of the United ) , ,
Nations Environment Programme in the key 6.  Alsorequestthe Executive Director to continue

area of economics. trade and financial services 0 cooperate actively with other international organizations
dealing with the relationship between the environment and
trade, in particular the World Trade Organization and the
Having considerethe report of the Executive Director United Nations Conference on Trade and Development;
on the policy and advisory services of the United Nations 7 £ rther requeststhe Executive Director to

Environment Programme in the key area of economics, tradéniinye to collaborate with the private sector, in particular

and financial service, industry and the financial-service sector, with a view to
1. RequestBe Executive Director to further assist enhancing their contribution to sustainable development

countries, particularly developing countries and countrigtivities and programmes through the integration of

with economies in transition, in order to help enhance thegnvironmental considerations into the internal and external

capacities to integrate environmental considerations wigperations of these institutions;

development planning and decision-making; 8.

The Governing Council,

Requestbe Executive Director to strengthen the

2. Alsorequestshe Executive Director to provide capacities of the secretariat to carry out the tasks identified
such assistance through the further development of trainiiigthe present decision.
in, and application of, environmental impact assessment and 9th meeting
valuation, methodplqgles for natural-resoumountlng and 4 February 1999
relevant economic instruments at the national level. Such
assistance may be provided in connection with the 20/30
implementation by the above-mentioned countries of
multilateral environmental agreements and should be
designed to reflect the socio-economic and development The Governing Council,

priorities as well as needs and capacities of individual  Recallingits decisions 17/38 of 21 May 1993, 18/47
countries; of 25 May 1995 and 19/30 of 7 February 1997,

3. Further requeststhe Executive Director to 1. Welcomebe report of the Executive Director on
continue to examine policy options for effectively addressingie Mercure satellite telecommunications sysém, which

the challenges of integrating environmental consideratioggntains an indicative review and cost-benefit analysis of the
with trade and trade policies, with a view to assistingystem;

Governments in their efforts to develop mutually supportive

trade and environment policies. For this purpose, stJeI 2. NOtis thatt thef Mﬁrcﬁred dsatell;teth
consideration should be giveimter alia, to international elecommunications system was formafly handed over to Ine

cooperation in environmentally sound kewlogies, financial gmtedpl\\latlon.s IE,\InV|ronernenlt9|;r7ogradrr;rrln?ttr)]y the.EutrEpzant
transfers and the use of market-based incentives; pace Agency in fovemuer - andthatthe project budge
of the Agency will be closed on 31 March 1999;

Mercure satellite communications system

4. Requestshe Executive Director to continue to . .
f 3. Expresses its gratitud® the Government of

assist countries, particularly developing countries a for it tribution to the United Nati
countries with economies in transition, in order to improvgirway’ orits generous contribution 1o the Linited Nations

understanding of the environmental effects of trade with vironment Programme to establish and maintain the

view to enabling them to develop and implement policies that EPne’:lerr;)letrrr:entatlon Ct;znltre n Atrlendal,dNor\{vat\y, which f
could integrate environmental considerations with tra essentialfo e successiut operation and maintenance o
policies: ercure and UNEPnet, and to Austria, Belgium, Spain,

_ . . Switzerland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
5. Requestshe Executive Director to continue toNorthern Ireland, which have provided technical and financial

carry out analytical studies, in close collaboration with thgontributions to the development of the project;
environmental conventions for which the United Nations . L .
4.  Notes with appreciatiothat all earth stations of

Environment Programme provides secretariat services, oné Mercure svstem are fullv operational and are providin
inter alia, the effectiveness of market-based incentives ﬁ'i‘ o y . yop . P . 9
bstantive improvements in the telecommunication services

achieving the objectives of those conventions and tie . . .
9 J or the United Nations Environment Programme at reduced
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costs, as well as facilitating the transfer of and access to Requestbe Executive Director to ensure that a
environmental data; comprehensive review and cost-benefit analysis of the
UNEPnNet/Mercure system, including the UNEPnNet
lementation Centre, is presented to the Governing Council
its next session and is brought to the attention of the

5. Encouragegshe Executive Director to further
enhance the cost-effectiveness of the Mercure network
achieving optimal cost integration with the United Nation&" '* ) O i
global telecommunications system, particularly with rega dwsgry Comm|t.tee on Adm|n|strat!ve and 'Budgetary
to the availability of voice telephony and the sharing of aﬁ}uesnons, thg Office of Internal Oversight Services and the
Mercure services with United Nations agencies in Nairoblr?’,Oard of Auditors;

6. Requeststhe Government of Kenya, in 13. Encourages countries  with  relevant

consultation with the Executive Director. as a matter (ﬁnvironmental data and information assets of value for
urgency and with regard to further stabilizing and’{nproved environmental monitoring and management to make

strengthening Nairobi as a United Nations location, tt(J)'lem readily accessible to all countries, especially developing

facilitate the implementation of voice telepny on Mercure COl_mtOrl'eS’ _for ease ,Of delivery #mgh this initiative of the
to the United Nations Environment Programme and oth&fhited Nations Environment Programme.
United Nations agencies in Nairobi; 9th meeting

7. Calls uponthe Executive Director to examine 4 February 1999

means for improving communications between the secretariat

and the permanent missions in Nairobi, with the assistance 20/31

of the United Nations Office at Nairobi; Proposed programme budget of the United
Nations Environment Programme: revised

8.  Encouragethe Executive Director to continue - ] k
requirements for the biennium 1998-1999 and

to make the UNEPnet/Mercure system available for . ; )
utilization by the United Nations telecommunications system proposed requirements for the biennium
and other organizations of the United Nations system on a 2000-2001

cost-sharing basis at sites where this is technically and The Governing Council,

economically feasible;

9. Also encourageshe Executive Director to |- Reésources of the Environment Fund

expand co-funded efforts with partner organizations of the  Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
United Nations Environment Programme for discussion an the proposed programme budget, revised requirements for
the continued implementation, operation and utilization efie biennium 1998—-1999 and proposed requirements for the
UNEPnNet/Mercure; biennium 2000-200%% the related report of the Advisory
10. Authorizeshe Executive Director to engage inCommittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questfbns and

collaborative programmes with other donors to provide fdhe comments of the Executive Director on the observations

discussions on the expansion of the existin nd recommendations in the report of the Advisory

UNEPnet/Mercure infrastructure through extrabudgetaafommitteeﬁ'2

support; 1. Notes with appreciatiorthe efforts made to
11. Notethat, despite the impression conveyed in thdmprove transparency in the preparation of the budget and

reports of the Board of Auditors and the Advisory CommitteEEdUests the Executive Director to further harmonize the

on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, the Unitelqudget presentation with other United Nations bodies,

Nations Environment Programme did have the authority f5Pecially the United Nations Development Programme, the
sign the agreement on the Mercure project with the Europedfiitéd l’\latlons Population Fund, the United Nations
Space Agency on behalf of the United Nations, and that tfehildren’s Fund and the United Nations International Drug
Mercure system does provide cost-effective services af@ntrol Programme;

positive benefits to the United Nations Environment 2. Notes with great concertie deterioration of the
Programme, and urges the Executive Director to bring ti@vironment at the global level despite some achievements
contents of his report on the Mercure satellitéh various areas, and strongly stresses the need for urgent and
communications system to the attention of the said bodiésimediate action;

with a view to the rectification of those errors; 3 Expresses its appreciatida those Governments

that have contributed or have pledged to contribute to the
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Environment Fund at a higher level in the biennium Governing Council, to approve costed work plans for direct
1998-1999, and appeals to all Governments to contribute to  implementation of specific subprogrammes and activities;

the Environment Fund or to increase their support to the 12. Also authorizehe Executive Director to prepare

.Unl'ted Natlons Env.|ron.ment Programme, either in cash gf e piennium 2002-2003 a programme of work consisting
in kind, in order for it to implement fully its programme; of Fund programme activities of 120 million dollars, and

4.  Notes with concerthat the level of contributions  requests the Executive Director to include in each separate
to the Environment Fund received and pledged for the draft decision to be presented in relation to the programme
biennium 1998-1999, as at 30 November 1998, falls short of work for 2002—2003, a cost estimate for iliesactiv
of the Governing Council’s estimates by a significant margin. proposed,;

This means that_the programme of work approved by the 13. Further authorizesthe Executive Director to
Governing Council for the bienniuh998-1999 at the level enter into forward commitments not exceeding 20 million

of 75 million United States dollars can be only implementeaiouars for Fund programme activities in the bienniado2—
if Governments come forward with the additional fundin%oog.
needed to adequately implement it; ’

. ) ) . .~ to increase the financial reserve to its present level of 10
in order to be able to exercise the functions assigned to it, t

United Nati Envi P ” qdit filion dollars, and urges the Executive Director to further
nite atlor.ls nylronment rogramme requires a 't'onfﬁcrease the level of the financial reserve to 20 million dollars
human and financial resources;

as and when carry-over resources become available over and

6. Recognizeghe need to broaden the base of above those needed to implement the programme approved
contributions to include all Members of the United Nations, for the bienniums 1998-1999 and 2000-2001;
especially countries that have developed a greater capacity 15. Approvesthe decision that the outstanding

to pay; pledges in the period 1992-1995, as listed in paragraph 61
7. Urgesall Governments to make efforts to pay ofthe report of the Executive Diréttor, not be regarded as

their contributions prior to the year to which the contributions assets for accounting purposes;

relate or, at the latest, at the beginning of the year to which

theyrelate, in order to enable the United Nations Environment|. Management and administrative support

Programme to plan and execute the Fund programme more costs budget

effectively;

14. Notethe steps taken by the Executive Director
5. Reaffirmghat, in conformity with Agenda 21 andh\ P y

Recallingparagraph 9 of its decision 19/22, part Il, of
8.  Also urgesall Governments, where possible, to7 February 1997, by which it approved an appropriation of
make pledges of their future contributions to the Environmeg.5 million dollars for the management and administrative
Fund at least one year in advance of the year to which theypport costs budget for the bienniuh98-1999, and
relate and, if possible, two years in advance; paragraph 7 of its decision SS.V/1, part |, of 22 May 1998,

9. Approvesthe revised appropriations of Fund®y Which it confirmed the 1998-1999 management and
resources in 1998—-1999 of 25.83llion dollars for the administrative support costs budget appropriation of 27.5
management and administrative support costs budget, ARifion dollars, subject to the continued' feasibility of the
reconfirms the appropriation of 75 million dollars for Fund@PProved 1998-1999 programme of 78lion dollars,

programme activities and 5 million dollars for the Fund Also recalling paragraphs 8 and 9 of its decision
programme reserve; SS.V/1, part |, by which it urged the Executive Director to

10. Also approvesin appropriation of Fund resourced@nage the 1998-1999 management and administrative
in 2000-2001 of 14.23 iftion dollars for the management SUPPOIt cOSts budget appropriation with the utmosinemy
and administrative support costs budget, 100 million dollafd!d to achieve greater efficiencies in those offices funded
for Fund programme activities and 5 million dollars for thd"0m the management and administrative support costs budget
Fund programme reserve, recognizing that this will requif!d requested the Executive Director further to reduce

substantial additionaliding, as available, compared to thd-998-1999 management and administrative support cost
authorized appropriation for the biennium 1998-1999; expenditures, bearing in mind Governing Council decision
. ) ] 18/42 of 25 May 1995, twuld contributions to the
11.  Authorizethe Executive Director, based on the g pyironment Fund fall short of the level required to

approval of the Fund programme appropriation by thgnjement the approved 1998-1999 programme of ilom
dollars,
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Further recallingparagraph 4 of its decision SS.V/2 administration of the United Nations Office at Nairobi in the
of 22 May 1998, by which it welcomed the intention of the context of the reguldgbt for the United Nations for the
Executive Director to realize the “environmental dividend” biennium 2000-2001;
from the streamlining and rationalization of the administrative
arrangements for the United Nations Environmentil. Programme of work: revised appropriation for
Programme, in accordance with the principle of equitable  Fund programme activities in the biennium
geographical representation and gender balance, as well as 1998-1999 and appropriation for Fund
the interests of developing countries, programme activities in the bienniu2©00-2001

1. Notes with appreciatiothat the anticipated 1998 Recalling onceagainparagraph 38.21 of Agenda 21,
management and administrative support costs expenditurgsopted by the United Nations Conference on Environment
subject to the final closure of 19%&counts, have been at theand Development, reconfirming the mandate of the United
level of 11.65 million dollars and that the efficiency measuresations Environment Programme and stating that its
implemented by the Executive Director resulted in savingSoverning Council should continue to play its role with
of administrative expenditures of approximately 1.65 milliopegard to policy guidance and coordination in the field of
dollars; the environment, taking into account the development

2. Approves revised appropriation of 25.83 millionP€rspective,
dollars for the management and administrative support costs Recallingparagraph 11 of its decision SS.V/1 of 22
budget for the biennium 1998-1999, with the reviseMay 1998, by which the Governingdlincil requested the
distribution by programme and object of expenditurE&xecutive Director to re-examine the 1998—1999 programme
proposed by the Executive Director; approved by the Governing Council at its nineteenth session
3. Also approvesthe proposed changes in thdn the light of the core elements of the focused mandate of the

approved staffing tables for the bienniums 1998-1999 ahlpirobi Declaration on the Role and Mandate of the United
2000-2001, as set out in the Executive Director’s reﬁbrt,NationS Environment Programite and to report thereon to

] the Governing Council at its twentieth session,
4.  Further approveshe revised format and structure

of the management and administrative support costs budget, Recalling alsoparagraph 12 of decision SS.V/1, by
as set out in the proposed budget 2800—2001; which the Executive Director was authorized to prepare a

o _2000-2001 programme of work and also to define a core

5. Approvesan appropriation of 14.23 million rogramme for the biennium 2000-2001, making use of the
dollars for the management and administrative support cof$yrities of the Nairobi Declaration, that established a direct
budget for the bienniurd000-2001 with the distribution by g realistic link between the volume of activities to be

programme and object of expenditure proposed by th@dertaken and available financing, to be presented to the

Executive Director; Governing Council at its twentieth session,

6. Notes that the proposed appropriation of Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
Environment Fund resources in the biennium 2000-2001 gf he proposed programme of work for the biennium
14.23 million dollars for the management and administrati\@)oo_zooﬁo
support costs budget is provisional upon an increase in o .
funding from the United Nations regular budget for the United _ 1  Approvesn appropriation of 100 million dollars
Nations Office at Nairobi of approximately 2 million dollarsf" Fund programme activities for the biennium 2000-2001;
in order to strengthen administrative services providedtothe 2.  Decidesto apportion the appropriation for the
United Nations Environment Programme and the Unitasiennium 2000-2001 as follows:

Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) in the
biennium 2000-2001;

7.  Notes with concerthe large discrepancy in the
amount of funding provided from the United Nations regular
budget to the United Nations Office at Nairobi, in relation to
that provided to the United Nations Office at Vienna and the
United Nations Office at Geneva, and appeals to the General
Assembly at its fifty-fourth session to consider positively a
substantial increase in the regular budget allocation to the
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11
1.2

1.3
1.4

2.1
2.2
2.3
2.4

3.1
3.2

4.1
4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.6

5.2

Environmental assessment and early warning
Environmental assessment and reporting .........
Systems and networks for data/information
generation, analysis, observing and early

warning

Environmental science and research .............
Access to environmental information and public
participation in decision-making

Subtotal

Policy development and law
Policy analysis, review and development

Legal, economic and other instruments

Policy coordination and inter-agency affairs .......

Resource mobilization
Subtotal

Policy implementation
Technical cooperation...........................
Coordination of emergency response .............
Subtotal ............ ...
Technology, industry and economics
Environmental technologies and technology
Production and consumption .....................
Chemicals

Energy and OzonAction ................coouunn..
Economicsandtrade .................... ...
Division office and regional officers

Subtotal

Regional cooperation and representation
Regional policy, planning and servicing based
atheadquarters........... ... .. i

Regional offices ...

Africa

Asia and the Pacific

Europe

Latin America and the Caribbean ..............
North America
West Asia

Subtotal

United States United States

dollars dollars
6. Environmental conventions
10700 0%& Policy and programme linkages ..................... 1350 000
6.2 Internal coordination for development of new
conventions/agreements .......... . 100 000
8856 00&.3 Coordination of provision of UNEP programmatic
______ 320000 SUPPOIt. .ot 5325000
Subtotal ........... ... 6 775 000
.. 4124000 o o )
24000 0007. Communication and public information
7.1 Spokesperson’sfunctions. . ........... .o 480 000
7.2 Mediaservices ............ ..o 1820000
2708 0803 Publfc af"falrs ..... R e RN 1035000
7797 SZl4 Publfcatlons and wntlng/edlt.orlal servu.:es ........... 1700 000
1888 68795 Public query-response and library services ............. 690 000
_____ 676 000 Subtotal .................................. 5725000
13 000 000 Grandtotal .................... ... ... 100 000 000

3.  Authorizethe Executive Director to adjust on a
. 5490 000 pro rata basis the programme-activities level of expenditure
1510 oto bring it in line with possible variations in income compared
. 7000 oooto the authorized level of expenditure;

4. Reaffirmthe authority of the Executive Director

to adjust the apportionment for each budget line by up to 20

137000y cent;
6 040 000

8200 000 5. Requeststhe Executive Director to provide
1900 ooinancial details of work programmes to member
3 347 odgovernments in accordance with article V of the General
2143 god’rocedures Governing the Operations of the United Nations
23 000 ogooENVironment Programme, if so requested,;

6.  Also requestthe Executive Director to take into
account all relevant decisions of the Governing Council on
priorities for United Nations Environment Programme

2730 0Gikctivities taken at its twentieth session, in further developing
17770008nd implementing the environment programme for the

.. 3160 000hjennium 2000-2001, takinaccount also of funding from

.. 3370 00@ther sources;
.. 3900000

3 680 7. Further to article VI of the General Procedures

1080 0%O&overning the Operations of the Un.ited Ngtions Environment
g0 O()(())Programme,requeststhe Executive Director to make

available to Member States, twice a year, information on
progress made in the implementation of the programme of

work;

20500 000

8. Requestshe Executive Director:

(a) To prepare the first draft budget and work
programme for the 2002—-2003 biennium well in advance of
the twenty-first session of the Governing Council in order to
allow Member States to comment on it;
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(b) To submit a finalized draft budget and work Having considerethe report of the Executive Director
programme for consideration and approval by the Governing on stable, adequate and predictable funding for the United
Council at its twenty-first session; Nations Environment Prograrffme,

9.  Also requestthe Executive Director, in preparing 1. Reaffirmsas stated in the Nairobi Declaration

future budgets and programmes of work, to include onthe Role and Mandate of the United Nations Environment

corresponding details of the previousdget and programme  Programtie, that the United Nations Environment

of work to allow comparison of patterns of activity; Programme needs adequate, stable and predictable financial
10. Approvethe programmatic restructuring set outhesources in order to operationalize its mandate, and reiterates

in the proposed programme of work for the bienniunthe interrelationship between excellence, relevance and cost-

2000-2001 consisting of seven subprogrammes and twenq)fj_ectlyengss In programme dgllvery, cqnﬁdence n t.he

six subprogramme elements which integrates all elemerﬁltgg‘?‘n'zat'on and a consequent INCrease in the competitive
previously contained in the programme activity centres, ggmty of the Programme to attract funding;

established in earlier decisions of the Governing Council, and, Zakes note with appreciationf the efforts

as a result, notes the dissolution of the following programme undertaken to definetlime @f the strategy for stable,
activity centres: Dryland Ecosystems and Desertification adequate and predictable funding for the United Nations
Control, Environmental Law and Institutions, Global Environment Programme contained in the annex to the
Environment Monitoring System, Industry and Environment, present decision as a basis for the development of such a
International Register for Potentially Toxic Chemicals, strategy;

INFOTERRA, Global Resource Information Database and

3.  Requestghe Executive Director to initiate a
Oceans and Coastal Areas.

process of consultations with Governments and other relevant
9th meeting parties, directly and through the Committee of Permanent
4 February 1999 Representatives and the High-level Committee of Ministers
and Officials, in order to fully develop a strategy for stable,

20/32 adequate and predictable funding for the United Nations
Report of the Advisory Committee on Environment Programme;
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the 4. Also requestghe Executive Director to take

Environment Fund budgets: revised proposals  jnitia| action on the strategy prior to its finalization tugh
for 1998-1999 and proposals for 2000-2001 the consultative process and its approval by the Governing
The Governing Council Council;

Notes with appreciationthe recommendations 5. Calls upon Governments and other relevant
contained in the report of the Advisory Committee omparties to provide financial and other resources to the United
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the proposé&thtions Environment Programme, taking into account the
programme budget of the United Nations Environmemtbove-mentioned consultative process and the resulting
Programme, the revised requirements for 1998—-1999 and #lieategy;
proposed requirements for 2000-2001 and the comments g Requestse Executive Director to report to the
of the Executive Director on the observations angqyerning Council at its twenty-first session on progress
recommendations in the report of the Advisory Commnf’"t?ee,made in the implementation of the present decision.
and requests the Executive Director to address all )
recommendations and to report thereon to the Committee of 9th meeting
Permanent Representatives. 4 February 1999

9th meeting

Annex
4 February 1999

Outline of a strategy concerning stable,
adequate and predictable funding for the

20/33 . . United Nations Environment Programme
Stable, adequate and predictable funding for the o

United Nations Environment Programme 1. General principles

The Governing Council (a) Need for the United Nations Environment

o o Programme to have stable, adequate and predictable financial
Recallingits decision 19/23 of 7 February 1997,
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resources in order to operationalize the focused mandate as (c) Ways to offset or minimize the effects of
contained in the Nairobi Declaration. exchange-rate fluctuations.

(b) Recognition of the interrelationship between Adequate funding
excellence, relevance and cost-effectiveness in the United (a) Recognition of the linkage between adequacy of
Natlpns En_wronment Programme’s programme cjel'Verﬁfnancial resources, or the level of funding, and programme
confidence in the organization and a consequent mcreas%g}formance impact and effectiveness

the competitive ability of the Programme to attract funding.
(b) Modalities to link the budget with outputs

. (c) Needfor continued reform of the L_Jmted Nat'on%chieved, with a view to identifying the adequacy of funding.
Environment Programme to enhance its programme

performance, which should be matched by political will - Predictable funding

among Governments and other donors to provide the (a) Timely payment of contributiona format might
Programme with stable, adequate and predictable finangi@ agreed to ensure that the payment is made in the first
resources. guarter or first half of the year, which would enable early

(d) Emphasis on transparent procedures gilocations and hence better planning.

considering the issue of stable, adequate and predictable (b) The Programme should be notified in advance of
funding. the amount of the contributions concerned and when to expect

(e) Required action should not create additionalne payment.

administrative burden either to the Programme or (c) Need to have a flexible and practical mechanism
Governments and other donors. concerning the modality of payment that takes into account

2. Modalities for linking programme performance, ~the administrative and budgetary procedure, such as the
impact and effectiveness of the United Nations budget cycle, and relevant legislation in countries.

Environment Programme with its funding (d) Feasibility of multi-year pledgesA possible
(a) The United Nations Environment Programme tggenarlo might be a firm plt'adg.e fqr the f|rsF (cqrrent) year,
: . with the announcement of indicative contributions for the
prepare a programme of work on the basis of realistic . o .
. . I . 'second year and tentative contributions for the third year (or
expectations of the forthcoming contributions under the given, .
o . . ollowing years).
political and economic environment.
(b) The Programme to intensify communication of its '(e) . _Use of for.mal' mechanisms to ensure the
. predictability of contributions, such as memoranda of
achievements to Governments and other donors.

understanding between the prospective contributors and the
(c) Objective indicators be developed, subject tProgramme concerning the amount of contributions and
regular review, for assessment of programme performangehedule of payment.
impact and effectiveness of the Programme as a means for

identifying the funding needs () A mechanism to be established to provide

Governments with an early warning of forthcoming shortfalls
(d) International platforms be regularly convened foin financial resources of the Programme so that remedial

policy dialogue between the United Nations Environmeniction could be taken.

Programme and Governments and other donors to assess trga Monitorin

programme performance, impact and effectiveness of the 9

Programme and to match that assessment with the level of Modalities for monitoring and measuring the

funding. programme performance, impact and effectiveness of the

outputs of the Programme’s programme activities, in order

to promote,nter alia, a more transparent decision-making
(a) Broader donor base. In addition to process withregard to the funding of the Programme.

Governments, funding also by foundations, non-governmental

organizations and other private-sector parties. 20/34

(b) Innovative modities of funding.Options might Management of trust funds and counterpart
include: agreed contributions; contributions to be determined ~ contributions
on the basis of consultations; some form of increased burden-  The Governing Coungil
sharing among contributors.

3. Stable funding
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Having considerethe report of the Executive Director

on the management of trust funtfs,

1. Notes and approvethe establishment of the

following trust funds since its nineteenth session:

44

(a) General trust funds

() General Trust Fund for Environmental
Emergencies, established in 1997 with no fixed expiry
date;

(i) General Trust Fund to Support the Activities of
the United Nations Environment Programme Financial
Services Initiative on the Environment, established in
1998 with no fixed expiry date;

(i) General Trust Fund in Support of the
Implementation of the Global Programme of Action for
the Protection of the Marine Environment from
Land-based Activities, and Related Information
Exchange and Technical Assistance, established in
1997 with no fixed expiry date;

(iv) General Trust Fund in Support of the Work of the
United Nations Environment Programme High-level
Committee of Ministers and Officials, established in
1997 with no fixed expiry date;

(v) General Trust Fund in Support of the Preparation
for and Negotiation of an Internationally Legally
Binding Instrument for International Action on
Persistent Organic Pollutants, and Related Information
Exchange and Technical Assistance Activities,
established in 1997 with no fixed expiry date;

(vi) General Trust Fund in Support of the

Implementation of Governing Council Decisions in the
North American Region, established in 1998 with no
fixed expiry date;

(b) Technical cooperation trust funds

()  Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of
the UNEPnet Implementation Centre (financed by the
Government of Norway), established in 1997 with an
expiry date of 31 Decemb&002;

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the

Establishment of Regional Centres under the Basel
Convention (financed by the Government of

Switzerland), established in 1997 with an expiry date
of 31 Decembet 999;

(iii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Production of an Information Video d@klet on

Working Safely with Hydrocarbons in Domestic and
Small-scale Commercial Refrigeration (financed by the

Government of Germany), established in 1998 with an
expiry date of 31 Decerhb@8;

(iv) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of
the Coordination Office of the Global Programme of
Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment
from Land-based Activities (financed by the
Government of the Netherlands), established in 1998
with an expiry date of 31 Decemb2003;

(v) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of
the United Nations Environment Programme’s

Implementation of Enabling and Pioneering

Environmental Projects (financed by the Government
of Germany), established in 1998 with no fixed expiry
date;

(vi) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of
the Meetings of the United Nations Environment
Programme High-level Committee of Ministers and
Officials (financed by the Government of the United
States of America), established in 1997 with no fixed
expiry date;

(vii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Promotion of Cleaner Production Investments in
Developing Countries (financed by the Government of
Norway), established in 1998 with an expiry date of 31
DecembeR001;

(viii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the United
Nations Environment Programme’s Implementation of
Activities Funded by the United Nations Fund for
International Partnership, established in 1998 with no
fixed expiry date;

(ix) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund in Support of
Meetings of Subcommittees or Working Groups on
Programmatic and Administrative Reform of the United
Nations Environment Programme (financed by the
Government of the United States of America),
established in 1997 with no fixed expiry date;

(X) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Provision of a Senior Programme Officer to the
UNEP/Global Programme of Action Office in The
Hague (financed by the Government of France),
established in 1998 with no fixed expiry date;

(xi) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Provision of Professional Officers to the Ozone
Secretariat (financed by the Government of the
Netherlands), established in 1998 with no fixed expiry
date;

(xii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the
United Nations Environment Programme Executive
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Director’s Implementation of Personnel Reforms in the
Secretariat of the Programme (financed by the
Government of the United States of America),
established in 1998 with no fixed expiry date;

(xiii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Provision of an Associate Programme Officer to the
New York Office of the United Nations Environment
Programme (financed by the Government of
Switzerland), established in 1998 with no fixed expiry
date;

(xiv) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the

(vi) General Trust Fund for Voluntary Contributions
to Facilitate the Participation of Parties in the Process

of the Convention on Biological Diversity, through
3ed@mbeR001;

(vii) Trust Fund for the Montreal Protocol on

Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, through

31 DecemB60no;

(viii) Trust Fund for the Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer, through 31 December
2000;

(b) Technical cooperation trust fundJechnical

PhrO\gsmn of Junior F;rc;]fessmggl Offlcer.s (f|rr11ancerc]i b&ooperation Trust Fund to Assist Developing Countries to
the Governments of the Nordic <.:ountr.|est roug e ke Action in Accordance with Agenda 21 (financed by the
Government of Sweden), established in 1998 with "Covernment of Sweden), through 31 Decemb@®9;

fixed expiry date;

3.  Approvesthe extension of the following trust

(xv) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for th%ndssubjecttothe United Nations Environment Programme

Provision of an Executive Assistant to the Executiv

?eceiving requests to do so from the relevant Governments

Director (financed by the Government of the UniteqJr contracting parties:

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland),
established in 1998 with no fixed expiry date;

(xvi) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the
Provision of a Mining Expert (financed by the South
African Chamber of Mines), established in 1997 with
no fixed expiry date;

2. Also notes and approvdbe extension of the

following trust funds by the Executive Director:

(a) General trust funds

()  General Trust Fund for the African Ministerial
Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), through 31
Decembe000;

(i) Trust Fund for the Basel Convention on the

Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal, through 31 December
2004;

(iii) Trust Fund to Assist Developing Countries and
Other Countries in Need of Technical Assistance in the
Implementation of the Basel Convention on the Control
of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and
Their Disposal, through 31 Decemb2004;

(iv) General Trust Fund for Additional Voluntary
Contributions in Support of Approved Activities under
the Convention on Biological Diversity, through
31 DecembeR001;

(v) General Trust Fund for the Convention on
Biological Diversity, through 31 Decemb&001;

(a) General trust funds

()  General Trust Fund for the African Ministerial
Conference on the Environment (AMCEN), through 31
DecembeR002;

(i) Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of
the Action Plan for the Caribbean Environment
Programme, through 31 Decemt&601;

(i) Regional Seas Trust Fund for the Eastern African
Region, through 31 Decemb2601;

(iv) Regional Trust Fund for the Implementation of
the Action Plan for the Protection and Development of
the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of East
Asian Seas, through 31 Decem!zf)01;

(v) Trust Fund for the Environmental Training
Network in Latin America and the Caribbean, through
31 DecembeR001;

(vi) Trust Fund for Protection of the Mediterranean
Sea against Pollution, through 31 DecemBeo1;

(vii) Trust Fund for the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, through
31 DecembeR004;

(viii) General Trust Fund for the Protection,
Management and Development of the Coastal and
Marine Environment and the Resources of the North-
west Pacific Region, through 31 Decemi2€01;

(ix) Trust Fund for the Vienna Convention on the
Protection of the Ozone Layer, through 31 December
2004;
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(X)  Trust Fund for the Protection and Development
of the Marine Environment and Coastal Areas of the
West and Central African Region, through
31 DecembeR001;

(b) Technical cooperation trust funds

()  Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist the
Implementation of Agenda 21 in Europe and to
Strengthen the Pan-European Environmental
Cooperation (financed by the Government of the
Netherlands), through 31 Decemi001;

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Support the

Establishment of Regional Centres under the Basel
Convention (financed by the Government of

Switzerland), through 31 Decemb2001;

(iii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Provide
Consultancies to Developing Countries (financed by the
Government of Finland), through 31 Decemid®99;

(iv) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Strengthen
the Institutional and Regulatory Capacity of Developing
Countries in Africa (financed by the Government of the
Netherlands), through 31 Decemi001;

(v) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist
Implementation of the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer in Developing Countries
(financed by the Government of Sweden), through 31
DecembeR001;

(vi) INFOTERRA Technical Cooperation Trust Fund
(financed by the Government of the United States of
America), through 31 Decemb2000;

(vii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Promote
Technical Cooperation and Assistance in Industrial,
Environmental and Raw Materials Management
(financed by the Government of Sweden), through
31 DecembeR000;

4. Notes and approvethe closure of the following
trust fund by the Executive Director: Technical Cooperation
Trust Fund for the Provision of Short-term Experts to
Developing Countries (financed by the Government of
Germany);

5. Also notes and approvethe closure of the
following trust funds by the Executive Director subject to
completion of their activities and clearance of all financial
implications before the twenty-first regular session of the
Governing Council:

(a) Generaltrust fundsRegional Trust Fund for the
Protection and Development of the Marine Environment and
Coastal Areas of Bahrain, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Iraq,

46

Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates;

(b) Technical cooperation trust funds

() Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist

Developing Countries to Take Action in accordance
with Agenda 21 (financed by the Government of
Sweden);

(i) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Provide
Consultancies to Developing Countries (financed by the
Government of Finland);

(iii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for Activities
in Developing Countries on Environmental Awareness
and Machinery (financed by the Government of
Germany);

(iv) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the

Organization of a Technology Transfer Workshop on

the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol for
French-speaking African Countries (financed by the
Government of France);

(v) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for
Establishment of a GRID Centre in Arendal (financed
by the Government of Norway);

(vi) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund for the

Production of an Information Video d@klet on

Working Safely with Hydrocarbons in Domestic and

Small-scale Commercial Refrigeration (financed by the
Government of Germany);

(vii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Develop

and Coordinate the Implementation of the Plan for the
Survey, Assessment and Dealing with the
Consequences of Environmental Damage caused by the
Conflict between Kuwait and Iraq;

(viii) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Promote
Managerial Innovation and Excellence (financed by the
Government of the United States of America);

(ix) Technical Cooperation Trust Fund to Assist

Developing Countries to Take Action for the Protection

of the Ozone Layer under the Vienna Convention and

the Montreal Protocol (financed by the Government of
Finland).

9th meeting
4 February 1999

20/35
The cost of administering trust funds and
counterpart contributions
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The Governing Council 9th meeting

1. Takes notef the report of the Executive Director 4 February 1999

on the cost of administering trust funéfs;
20/37

Revision of the Financial Rules of the Fund of the
United Nations Environment Programme and of
the General Procedures Governing the
Operations of the Environment Fund

2.  Requestshe Executive Director to implement
appropriate actions directed towards reducing the cost of
programme-support services provided to trust funds and
related activities with a view to containing such costs within

the programme support charges levied. These actions should . ]
include inter alia: The Governing Council

(a) Toensure that the full 13 per cent support charge Takes notef the report of the Executive Director on

continues to be levied on all trust-fund expenditure and is al¥ révision of the Financial Rules of the Fund of the United

levied on directly related expenditure financed from vquntargations Development Programme and of the General
additional contributions, such as counterpart contributiongocedures Governing the Operation of the Environment

in support of conventions and other trust-fund activities; Fund?®
(b) To review the direct allocations provided to 9th meeting
trust-fund-financed units, programmes and projects, as 4 February 1999

opposed to allocations provided to central administrative
services, with a view to ensuring that trust-fund-financed ~ 20/38 . .
units, programmes or projects do not incur a disproportionate ~ Report on the status of implementation of the

Office of Internal Oversight Services
(c) To ensure that the programme-support charges

levied are not allocated towards activities of a programmatic ~ The Governing Coungil

nature, thereby decreasing the allocation available for the Having considerethe report of the Executive Director

provision of management and administrative services; on the status of implementation of the recommendations
(d) To streamline and rationalize the provision ofontained in the report of the Office of Internal Oversight

management and administrative services in an effort &rvices?

continue decreasing related costs; Takes noteof the current status and ongoing
3.  Alsorequestthe Executive Director to keep theiMplementation of the recommendations of the Office of

issue under review and to report to the Governirgiicil at  Internal Oversight Services, the Board of Auditors and the

its twenty-first session on developments regarding the cddvisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
of administering trust funds and related contributions arfduestions.

activities. 9th meeting
9th meeting 4 February 1999
4 February 1999
20/39
20/36 Functioning of the regional offices and proposed
Environment Fund: financial report and audited measures for the strengthening of regionalization
accounts for the biennium 1996-1997 ended 31 and decentralization
December1997 The Governing Council
The Governing Council 1.  Welcomebe report of the Executive Director on

1. Takes notef the observations of the Advisorythe functioning of the regional offices and proposed measures
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions dfr the strengthening of regionalization and decentralizatton;
the report of the Board of Auditors on the financial reportand 2. Takes notef the changes made by the Executive
audited financial statements of the Environment Fund for th§irector in the secretariat of the United Nations Environment
biennium 1996-1997 ended 3kBemben 9977 Programme and its regional offices in order to strengthen

2. Takes note alsof the comments of the Executivel€gionalization and ensure that regional priorities are
Director on the observations of the Advisory Committee. reflected in the core programme of the United Nations
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Environment Programme and that the Programme’s global meets essential demands from personnel of the United
programme is reflected in the activities of the regional Nations Environment Programme,

environmental forums and arganizations; Underlininghe honours received by the Ombudsman

3. Requestshe Executive Director to continue to  Unitwhen it was given the United Nations “UN21" award in
strengthen regionalization and decentralization, while July 1997 for “saving the Organization the time, costs and
maintaining the central coordinating role of the Programme’s disruption involved in lengthy recourse procedures and
headquarters in Nairobi. appeals, and enhanced staff welfare”,

9th meeting Drawing attentioin this respect to the observation of
4 February 1999 the Office of Internal Oversight Services, in its report of 27
February 1997% that the Ombudsman Unit appeared to
20/40 respond to a genuine need,
Functioning of the specialized offices of the

: : | Stressintpe positive comments received in this respect
United Nations Environment Programme

by the Office of Internal Oversight Services upon the
The Governing Council submission of the annual report of the Ombudsman Unit for

1. Notes with appreciationthe report of the 1995,
Executive Director on the functioning of the specialized Noting with concernthat paragraph 10 of Governing
offices of the United Nations Environment Programfhie; Council decision 18/42, by which theo@ncil requested the
2. Endorsesthe steps taken by the ExecutiveExecum{e D|rector_to report anryu.a'llyto the members of the
Director to bring greater efficiency through synergies betweeGrlover.nlng Council on the act|V|t!es of the Ombudsman,
including any comments of the Office of Internal Oversight

the main units in the secretariat of the United Nationg : I
. . ervices on those activities, has not been fully adhered to,
Environment Programme addressing technology transfer,

environmental issues related to industrial and urban #ietsv Noting with equal concernthat owing to the
(and, in particular, production and use of chemicals) as wéldn-submission for consideration by the Governirau@cil

as of energy, and the related key economic and trade aspeetghe annual reports durirP95 and 1996, no execution has
been given to paragraph 11 of decision 18/42, by which the

3. Reqguestie Executive Director to give priorit o . . . .
. q . give p .y CPuncH, inter alia, decided to review the creation of the
to issues of trade and environment and to the promotion 8mbudsman Unit at its nineteenth session

cleaner production and transfer of environmentally sound
technologies through these offices. Also notingthat, under those circumstances, and
without the involvement of the Governing Council, the
Ombudsman Unit has not been provided with the necessary
personnel and financial means for enabling it to perform its
responsibility effectively,

9th meeting
4 February 1999

20741 _ Welcominghowever, the submission to the Committee
Functioning of the Ombudsman Unit of Permanent Representatives, in September 1998, by the
The Governing Coungil secretariat of the United Nations Environment Programme

. . . . ofthe report on the activities of the Ombudsmari 897,
Recallingts decision 18/42 of 25 May 1995, in which

it approved the creation, upon a proposal of the Executive .Corjsiderin@e fact that other United Nations_ entities
Director, of the Ombudsman Unit, after two years of pilo Nairobi and theilr personr_lel would greatly benefit from the
experience beginning in September 1993 with that Unit, full range of services provided by the Ombudsman,

Consideringthe importance for the United Nations 1. Fully endorsesthe increase in financial and
Environment Programme of the tasks assigned to tRErsonnelallocations to the Ombudsman Unitin theget
Ombudsman Unit in the fields of mediation, enquiry‘for the biennium 2000-2001 as proposed by the Executive

counselling, the provision of information, briefing andirector;

management review, 2. Invitesthe Executive Director to submit to the
Taking into accounthe success encountered by th@embers of the Governing Council all annual reports on the

Ombudsman Unit since its inception, which proves that @mbudsman Unit still pending;
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3.  Also invites the Executive Director to extend the (c) Coordination and cooperation within and
services of the Ombudsman Unit to other United Nations outside the United Nations, including
entities if so requested by them; non-governmental organizations;

4. Requestbe Executive Director to prepare, for (d) Governance of the United Nations
consideration by the Committee of Permanent Representatives Environment Programme.

at its first meeting after the twentieth session of the Governing
Council, an evaluation report on the functioning of the ' _
Ombudsman Unit containing an analysis of and 6. Linkages among and support to environmental

Follow-up of General Assembly resolutions.

recommendations on its status, range of action, terms of and environment-related conventions.
reference and necessary financial and material means aswell 7.  Contribution to future sessions of the
as personnel, giving particular attention to the issue of the Commission on Sustainable Development.

autonomy of the Unit; :
y 8. Programme, the Environment Fund and

5. Decideto reVieW, at its twenty-ﬁrst SeSSion, the administrative and other budgetary matters.

operations of the Ombudsman Unit 9. Provisional agenda, date and place of the
6. Requestbe Executive Director to submit to the twenty-second session of the Council.

Governing Council at its twenty-first session all relevant

information and reports regarding the Ombudsman Unit. 10.  Other matters.

11. Adoption of the report.

9th meeting
4 February 1999 12. Closure of the session.
o Membership of the High-level Committee of
Other decisions Ministers and Officials

At the 11th plenary meeting of the session, on
5 February 1999, the Governing@ncil elected the following
States as members of the High-level Committee of Ministers
1. At the 11th plenary meeting of the session, oand Officials, in accordance with paragraph (b) of its decision
5 February 1999, the GoverningoGncil decided, in 19/32 of 4 April 1997: Algeria, Argentina, Bangladesh,
accordance with rules 1, 2 and 4 of its rules of procedure, Byazil, Burundi, Canada, China, Congo, Cuba, Denmark,
hold its twenty-first session at Nairobi from 5 to 9 Februarfinland;* France, Germany, Greece, India, Indonesia, Iran
2001. (Islamic Republic of), Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Mexico,

2. The Council also decided that the informal consultatiohdorocco, Nigeria, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russian
among heads of delegations should be held in the afterndgffi€ration, Senegal, Slovakia, Switzerland, Thailand, Turkey,
of Sunday, 4 Februag001, the day before the opening of th&?9anda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

session.

Provisional agenda, date and place of the
twenty-first session of the Governing Council

. . .. *  For 2000.
3.  The Council further approved the following provisional** For 1999.

agenda for its twenty-first session:

1. Opening of the session. Notes

2.  Organization of the session:
(a) Election of officers; " UNEP/GC.20/3.
2 UNEP/GC.20/4.
3 UNEP/GC.20/5.
4 Governing Council decision 17/25, annex.
5 UNEP/GC.20/INF/16.

(b) Adoption of the agenda and organization of
the work of the session.

Credentials of representatives.

Policy issues: 5 Report of the United Nations Conference on Environment

a State of the environment; and. Develop_ment, Rio de Janeiro, 3—14 June 1.69|?.|ted

(@) Nations publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda),
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