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The CH:IRMIN (Union of Soviet Socielist Republics) (interpretation from
Russian): I declare open the eighty-third plenary meeting of the Conference of the
Bightasn-Hation Committee on Disarmament.

I call on the Deputy Special Representative of the icting Secretary-General of
the United Nations.

Mr. EPSTEIN-(Deputy Specicl Representative of the acting Secretary-General) :
On behalf of the scting Secretary-Ganerel, U Thant, it is onces again our privilege to
weleoms the Confarsnce of the liighteen-i.tion Coimittes on Disarnaament to the Buropean
Headquartaers of the United Hations.

The Conference rasumss its deliberaticns efter a recess during which detailed and
constructive discussions on disaraament and on the cessation of nuclear weapon tests
have taken place in the General issembly. The issembly debates enabled all the Members
of fhe'world Organization to make important contributions to tha solution of thase pacblers. -

=: nn.recent grave eﬁents havo provided additional proof of the dangers inherent in
vhe armaments race, which gives no lasting wssurancc of security but results in acute
political disputes and situations which mey endanger the peace of the entire world.

We know frof past experience wnd current differences that the road to disa:mament
is formidable and zrduous. The Eightean-Hation Committee, which has been rightly
preised by the sssembly, is pursuing its goal with oorsoverance and zeal. In particular,
it pade a notoworthy contribution in rarrowing the gap betwsen the opposing positions
on the question of the cessation of nuclear weapon tests. The gup appears to have been
further narrowed by the current session 5f the General sssembly, which not only
condemnced all nuclear testa and roguested their cossation by 1 January 1963, but also
pointsd the way to comproiisc solutions which could lead to agreewcnt by the nuclear
Powers.

There are before you resolutions 1762 .. and B ({711) adoviced by the General
assenbly on the urgent need for suspension of nuclear and theraoo-nuclcar bests. These
rasolutions refluct the ardant Gesirc of tha overwhelaing wmajority of the nations of
the world that such tests, and their ilenwce to health zi.d sceurity, be ended for ever.
Memburs of the General Assewbly, and in particular the nen-aligned countries, hava
emphasized that a nuclear ilest bun is the indispensable first step to general and
cémplete disaramament. The present uoinent seens egsaciclly propitious for agreeient
betwoen the nuclezr Powers, perhaps worc sropitious than ever before, in viaew of the

recent axchanges between the hoads of government and the alrost siuultaneous
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announceaents coneerning the conclusion of extensive series of tests by both sides.

1% is our fervent hope that when the Confersncc reports to the Gsneral ..ssembly by

10 Deeember naxt, 1t will ke able to rccord substential progross in the negotiations.
You also have before you resolution 1767 (UVII) of the General asscably, whick

calls for agrucmont on gencral and complete disariamcnt at the earlicst possible date.

It alsc rocouszends that urgent attontion be given to celiateral measuras of disarmament.

Various .icasurss, besidos the cassation of nuelesr tests, have been ursed during ths

asseubly, such «s the prevertion of the further spread of nuclear weapons, tha
raeduction of the risk of war by accident or uiscsleulation, the establishoent of
nucle.r free zones in certain zeograodhiceal regions, the use of ovtor suace for
geacsful puarposes only, and othar sueh aszcsures which would deercase teasion and
facilitate genersl and complete disariament. .orsewent on such neasures would
greatly i:pravu o internstional climeto and help to solve the fundamcntal issues
which are =t the core of a tresty on gencral and complete disarocient.

Let e wxypress the hope of the soting Secretary-Gensrol that the Comaittas will
achicve results in all tho tasks entrusted to it by the General Asseibly -- a
nuclear test ben, collatoral lecsures of dissrounent and general and conplete

diserianent. Lot e also express bis convietion thet the non-wligned neibers of

this Comndttec will continua their zetive and  ssltivs rele in kslping tc rsach
agreciment. I extend to you the sarncet geod wishes of Lhe acting Secretary-Goneral

for success in your work.

The CH=TRMsH {Union of Snyi.t Scecialist Republics) (intersretation fro..

Russien): In my capacity as Chairuan of this mecting, 1 shoald now like to sy <
few words of welcone to nenbaers of this Committuoc.

of'tor o recess of taen woeks, the Conforcnce of the Bightoen-Notion Comuitiec on
Diserianent reswmcs its work. Thers is no need to spock of the luportance of our
task. Hany, if not «1l. international criscs of the past year were an effect of tie
ardamcnts recs feeding the cold war. If it is our wish to prevent z roeurrence of
these dark eleuds, which are nanifestations of tho cold war, we should in the first
plzce halt the arnanents racc and solve tho discricaent problea.  ZHucent ovents in
the Covibielr have mads clear to sveryono tho threet of a rocket noeclecr war.

During this period the zeventecnth session of the United metlons General
sgseubly has considored the disarasment problen and the question of tho csessation

of nuclear weapon tests, which are nmattors imncdiatsly rsleted to the task of our
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In that importanl internationel forum the hopes ond cspirations of the
peoples of all countries on these lmporuant prObIEQS vere cxpressed and resclutions
were adopted calling for new and construchive offorts with a L view o the speediest
rossible SOIuﬁicné} In resuming its work the Fighteen Netion Disarmament Committee
aust teke into account the wishes of the people, es expressed in uhe resolutions of
the General Assembly, ¢n tho quosticps ~f Jiscmusint mnd tho oo sscetien of
nuclear weespon teste and, wibhout being deflected towirds secondary grestions, it
ghould cencentrote iteg efforts on the msin preoliloms.
I/call nov upon the representativc of the United Stctes, as c--Chalrman

of the Conference, for o welcomlng 46858LIC.

Mr., UEAN (United Stnotes of imericc): § siouid like to express my
vleasure ai being back irn Geneve to begin this resuned session of the Eighﬁéen
Notien Committes on Disarmament. T note with grect sotisfection thot many oid
friends and collesgues from our former sessions arc nerc again to represent their
Governments, T shall leck forwsrd te estanlishing the same good rolations with
‘ohe memiers of delegations who zre herc Tor the first time. . We onticipate working
with them all ~t the resuned session in the quiet and effective fashion that
has become the stendard of this Conferencs., The time is right for us to reach
our f£irst agrocments, and my delegation will seck every possible opportunity to
tring this avout. The spirit in which my delegstion ig returning to this

Conference has boon eloquently set forth in the stotement of President Kennedy,

igzued today, concerning the spening of thls roew casicn, whleh I should
now like to read:
Mhe Sighteen Notion Disarmament Conforence resumes its deliberations
in Genmeva tcday. This is as it should it be. The cruciel developments
within recent weeks heve served to confirm both the need and the urgency
of the task hefore it. Tt 18 clear thst o ronewed and immedistc effert
must be made %to halt the constantly increasing teape of the aras race
if there is to be nssurance of = lgsscning of the danger of wer. It is
therefore my continued here thet serious negotlations will procsed ot
once on those initial mezsures of Jdisermement which could, if put inte
effect without deley, materially improve internmationsl security and

enhance the prospects for further disermament progress,”
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"imong these measures we believe high prisrity should be given
to the conclusion of an effective agreement which would end once and
for all tesis of nucleer weapcrns, The United States has campleted
1ts recent series of ctmospheric tests. There is hope that the
Soviet Union evidently will socn conzlude its serics of stnospheric
tests, This suggests that the moment may be et hand o initiste
the beginning of the cnd of the tpwerd spirel of wespons competition.
If so, the opportwity nust net ke lest. It is important theot these
regotiations row movs forwerd, and that concrete progress be schieved.
To this end I pledge =new my perscnal and continuing interest in the

work of the Confersnce M

The CHATRMAN (Urion of Soviet Socialist Republics) (dinterpretation

from Russian)s  On that nobe we will erd the public part of cur meeting this
aftermoon. I now call for a five minute oreak in ovr proceedings so that the

hall may be cleared of those who are not perticipating directly in the Conference,
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Rissian)? e shall now resuiie ‘our worlk. Pemiit me to say o few words @s Choirmzn

of this meeting. Tolay the @ishteen-iiation Committee on Discrmapent resuncs its

viork after a recess of more than two and o helf months.,  we have some NOW
esresentotives witiy us here todey end, on behelf ol the Conalftes, 1 shoulc like

to welcome our new colleagues, the representative ofrBurma, ambessador U Tun Shein,
wnt the representative of Czechoslovakia, the ve ity Foreiyn :inister.  These new
varticipants will work witi us Jor the solution of the imoortant tasks fecing us.

T should alsc like to welcoue the representative of the'Acting’Secrétar'—General

of tHe United Hotions and the interpreters ond other stasf wo help us in oul Work.

I have to inform the meeting thet the co—Chairmen et on 25 Hovembeér vhen
they agreea that the work of the ConLiittee should continue under the proéédure
sreviously approved on 24 July 1962 (E3DC/1/kdd 3). - The co-Chairmen also agreed
to follow the time-table adapted esrlier, namely that the Comiittes shoulG meet
three ties & week on Mondays, wednesdsys cnd Fricnys. — They propese that the
the meetings shall begin puncthally at 1030 a ...

The co-Chairmen also deesi it apprepricte that this meeting, as well ns our
next meeting on Wednesday, 28 November, should be devoted to 2 general debave in the
lizht of the resolution adopted by the Seventeenth Session of the United Hations
Generel assembly on the problem of discrusment end on the cessatiom of nuclesr

'weapon tests.,

Today, on the list of speakers there cre four delegations: the United 3tates,

the Soviet Union, the United Kingdom and Ttely. T now ce.l upon the representstive

of the United States.

Kr, oA (United St.tes of america): Today we resume the meetings of
our Conference after a recess of two wnd a haelf months., During the recess the
General Assesbly of the United Netions has had en opportunity to review ang to
discuss the vqrious»ﬁsoects of our work, an¢ the members of this Conference now
heve the benefit of the views exaressed during the General assembly diséussions.
tuch has happencd since we last met in tnis council chamber, and it is appropriszte

to ask: Where do we giand? I pelieve it is fair to say that a2t the present
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mement there is cause for concern anc slso cause for encouragehent as we resuie here.

Let us be realistic with ecch other. Let us not veil the causes of concern
that do exdist, we are all familior wiih recent events that brou /ht civilizetion so
close to the abyss of nuclecr war, a war vinich many hove talled about but which
must be viewed even more soberly end responsibly as o result of recent events.
we are also familiar wita the recent events in India; tuose have left sombre lessons
for our work here., That clandestine efforts to gain wmilitary advantage mey be
atteinpted by sore is now clesr for 211 to see.  That efforts ot falsilicetion of
facts may be made at very high levels of government is also clear for all to see.
The fact has besn clearly underscored thet the world camnot rest agreenents
invelving netional security on good faitn alone., we all now know that agreements,
if they are to bring an increased sense of security =nd not insecurity and
susplicion, must include adecuate nsens for giving reassurance to o1l parties thot
treaty obligetions are in truth and in ©2 et heing et

The meetings of the test ban Sub— Camﬂlttee, viiich were continued here in Geneva
during the recess at the suggzestion of my Government in fhe hope thot on agreement
misht be concluded by the end of this yeorr, have unfortunately nade no progress,

The representative of the Soviet Unicn continued to reject the very minumum acount
of intern~tional arrengzements for the tetection, ideptific.tion, locetion and
inspection of seismic tests that would glve reasonable ond adequate assurance of
compliance with & comprehensive nuclesr test ban agreeient,

The Soviet delegaticn also refused, in effect, to consider o portial ban in
those envirenmants which do not recuire internstional verificotion, whiile
negotiations went forwsy: on a comprehensive test ban trecty to ben tesis in all
environments.

1 wish te discuss this question further in o nonent, hut I de want to szy at
this point thet we must devete ourselves ith a renevel sense of urgency and
nurpose teo this unfinished business, as President Kennedy has said in nis stotement
which I read earlier today, ‘e Just cannot ignore the causes of concern thrt have
arisen during the recess, Cur tasks here are far too serious for us to allow our
discussions to become o geie of supty charades nlayed in en ivery tower. At the

sarle time, however, i must not Gespailr, Hor, indeed, have we any recson to
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cespair of the prospscts {or a better and more securve worid as the result of sur
efforts in tais Conference.
| What are the elements in the present stote of affairs that lend encouragsient

to a more hopeful view? Of course, in terms of nsticnal self interest, the strong
incentive to halt the ams race remaing, ‘The competition in arms has not
diminished in its threat to the security of natlons; it continuss as a drsin upon
resources that could be better used for the more procuctive objectives of human
soclety.  Surely thosc facts will spur us on to achieve early progress in our
negotiations,

another hopeful element is whe firm establishment of this Confercices as a
continuing negotiating body. It may have escaped general nobtice, bub it is worth
noting, I believe, that, with the exception of negotistions concerning nuclear
testing, for the first time in five years disarmament ncgotistions are. being resumed
after the General Assembly's comsideration of the subject in the seme forum in
which they were taking nlace before the Assembly met. Indeed, probebiy for the
first time since the end of the Second World Wur, we ars ablc to resuae work on
disermmasnt in a continuing body, with cgreed procedures znd an agreed plan of work,

That this forum continues t- exist in the nidst of the swirling intern-tisnal
currents of our troubled world is, I believe, in'large rnessure o recognition that nations
must seek a better order ol things., The existence of our continuing Conference,
today again in full session, reflects the belief, now more comonly shared, that it
is through our labours here that we ccn Iorge the key that will unlock the gates
to a better world,
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& further cause for hope is taty in the curicus way Listory somstimes unfolds
its pages, our vision may be clearer as the result of the gobering events we have
recently experienced,

Further, whatever may have induced Chairman Khrushehev Lo initiste the events
nf recent weeks, thereafter wise statesmanshiy has been displayed on both sides in
subsequent efforts to resolve the crisis; and the world has been given dramatic
demonstration that the earthls two greatest military Powers can reach agreement
based on reason when & sufficient incentive to reach agreement exists on both sides.
it is for us here to demonstrate that the will to resclve differences can forge
agreements even in the absence of the catalyst of acute crisis.,

There have perhaps been few watersheds in human history so clearly discernible
at the time as the one at whick we now find ourselves, Thus the question which all
of us in our hearts ask is: What pata for humanity? It is a sobering thought that
the answer may well be written, at least in the first instance, by the results of
the work of this very body.

Tre spirit of the answer of my Government was contained in a passage of
President Kennedy's message of 28 October 1962 to Chairman Kbrushechev., The President
saild:

"Mr. Chairman, boih of our countries have gregt unfinished tasks

and I know that your pecple as well as those of the United States can

ask for nothing better than <o puraue them free from the fear of war,

Modern science and technology have given us the possibility of making

labour fruitful beyond anything that cculd have been dreamed of a few

decades ago.

"I agree with you that we must devote urgent attention to the

proslem of disarmament, as it relates to the whole world and alsc to

eritical areas, Ferhaps now, as we step vack from danger, we can

together make real progress in this vital field,®

The obligations which rest on governments for creative initiative and
demonstrations of a will to reach agreement are particularly nressing at this moment
in history: for though the limitations of the spoken and writien word'makg it
difficult to state it clearly, we all sense, I believe, that there is somathing
diffesrent about the world of 26 Hovember 1562 as cempared with the world of

S

7

entember 1962, when ocur Gonference recessed,
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Further, we .all sense, I beliave, that what is nopeful about tiat difference
may be fleeting in nature if nations fail at this moment in history tc capture and
utilize it. This consideration is important for the present session of cur
Conference, '

Ynat then should be our tasks in the coming weeks? As I have noted, we are
fortuazte in that we have an agreed plan of work, with an agrsed schedule of
meetings, set fort: in documents ENDC/1/Add.2 and EHDC/1/4dd.3, which you,

Mr. Chairman, have alréady menticned. As a useful aid to the progress of work we
have the institution of the co-Chairmen, of wiick even greater use siould be made
during this session, WHithin this organizational frameworlk, we can proceed with our
tasks, not in a manner of routine activity but rather with: that sense of urgency
and of history-maxing which is okligatory for naticns and thelr representatives who
know that they stand at a watershed of histeory.

Our goal is the claboration and execution of a programme of genersl and complete
disariament in a peaceful world. FPrior to the recess we had, under our agreed plan
of work, almost completed the initial consideration of the topics falling under
sub-paragraphs (a), (5) and (c) of paragraph 5 of document ENDC/1/4dd.3. We were
just about to begin consideration of sub-paragraph (d), MMeasures in the field of
nuclear disarmament togsther with appropriate measures of control®. ¥e should,
during tiils session of the Confersnce, :ress forward with our consideration of
parasrash 5. Lt the same time, of course, and in keeping with paragrepi. A of that
document, any delsgation remaing free to discuss in our plenaf& mestinge any tople
relating to our work, whether or not that topic may have been considered sraviously.

Ve cannot, of course,; expect tc reach full agreement on a generel srogramme of
disarmament, even for the first stage, in the weeks that remain before the end of the
year., This fact, howsver, does nct diminish: the very real impertance of the
contributions we can make to our task in this area.

During the recess, governments have had an opportunity to review lie earlier work
of the Conference relating to general and cemslete dlsarmament. It is true, of course,
that tiere were otier events that nreoccupied the minds of national leaders during
the recess, Nevertheless, we have all had some onportunity o take stock of the
state of the work of our Conference. Jlso, during the United Hations General lssembly
discussions various interesting comments were made wiich should be thie subject of

further alaboration.
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I this comnexiin, we have, of course, net besn unmindful of the brizf remarks

mr, Cromyko, Foreipn Secrotary of the Government of

b o

Soviat uitlen, on
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2Ll Suntamber in the Tnited Mations General Jlszerioly, on aft the Seviet Union,

1

about the sossibility of a crange in his CGovernment's avt!

wo the arrangements
ents (ERDC/48)

svbmitted by the Scviet Unicn to its treaty orcoosal (EdDG/2#%). 3ipce tlis problem

for dlsposing of nuclesr wespon delivery vehicles, as woell as the ase

has peen amons the most ascuite of 81l thone conironting on

viong, any new
aporoach dezserves carelinul exclanation, eclarilicatlion and esnloraticn in denth, Ve
expect to sarticijate actively in thia assoel of our weri, bota ln slenary msatings
and in discussion with cur Soviet co~Chalrman,

In general; it is oy Govérnment’s intention to szel; in every rossonable way,

to overcome the admitiedly sericus diff
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the issues that go into the subject of zeneral and oo We hope
that others will recognize tnz spirit with wilch we asoareacs this, our rore hagic
task, Tor 1t is one of flexzibility based on = desire Tor wuiusl understanding of the
concerns of sach sarty. Let us, Lien, in the weels ahead talk with, and

not fo, or at, cachk othar.

2at sroader accommodation that is reguired for sireement on
genera! disarmanment, we tmst not lose s3lgit o7 thne significance of the —oment of
history in which cur Conference resumes its worl, To capture and wtilige that which

[ad
i

is hgwelul about- 1l

difference in werld aiialrs raa Ating {from recent events we
must urgently seex asreswents in those areas Shat are risz Jor early soreement,

Hot only would such achlevermente be henes not only would they

Tacilitate in ways we may 2ot ourselves the reaciing of arreemsnts on

general disarmament :tum which

3 oobut they weuld give o svents that Tavourahle .«
history now offers,

Foremost among subjects rije for agreevient 1s the question of an cffective ban
on nuclear testing., Let me brierly review, without rancour and as chiectively as I

can, tho situation ir that arca as it now oxists,





