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New York
President Mr. Opertti . .. ... (Uruguay)
In the absence of the President, Mr. Filippi Balestra Finally, | should like to pay a well-deserved tribute
(San Marino), Vice-President, took the Chair. to the Secretary-General, Mr. Kofi Annan, a man of
conviction who deserves our unreserved support in the
The meeting was called to order at 3.05 p.m. pursuit and achievement of the outstanding work of
reform, to which he is fully committed in order to ready
Agenda item 9(continued our Organization to meet the realities of the twenty-first
century.

General debate
The annual sessions of the General Assembly
The Acting President: The Assembly will first hear  provide special opportunities for the great United Nations
an address by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Senegal family to come together to consider collectively and
and for Senegalese living abroad, His Excellency thoughtfully the situation of the world and the problems

Mr. Jacques Baudin. and challenges that our Organization must meet as it
seeks to bring about peace, progress and solidarity for
Mr. Baudin (Senegal) iaterpretation from French human society.
Senegal takes pleasure in addressing, through me, its
heartfelt congratulations to the President on his illustrious As this century fades, we are living in an era marked

election to the presidency of the General Assembly at itsby major challenges that involve all of us individually and
fifty-third session. His election is eloquent testimony to his collectively. Our world is in the throes of transformation,
intellectual and moral qualities and to his vast experienceinternationally as well as within each of our States, and
in international relations, and also reflects the unanimousour transition towards the third millennium is not without
recognition by the Member States of our Organization of certain contradictions.
your country, Uruguay, for its ongoing commitment in the
service of international peace and cooperation. Globalization has become a worldwide phenomenon.
The movement of people and ideas, the computer and
We express profound gratitude to his predecessor, Mr.information revolutions, the protection of the environment
Hennadiy Udovenko, former Minister for Foreign Affairs of and the fight against drugs and terrorism have also
Ukraine, for the skill and commitment with which he become transnational phenomena that call for global
discharged his duty throughout a particularly difficult year. reform and thoroughgoing international solidarity, which
is the only thing that will allow us to attain our major
objectives — for while we are all similar, we are also all
different.

98-85954 (E) This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and interpretations of speeches
delivered in the other languages. Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They
should be incorporated in a copy of the record and be sent under the signature of a member of the
delegation concernedyithin one month of the date of the meeting the Chief of the Verbatim
Reporting Service, Room C-178. Corrections will be issued after the end of the session in a
consolidated corrigendum.
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At the same time, fragmentations are increasing andWhat is more, the Statute makes the ideal of justice more
differences are asserting themselves at the national levelprecise and more alive.
thereby leading to civil wars and ethnic and tribal conflicts
that often jeopardize the structure of our States. Formidable | am pleased to say that my country, Senegal,
wealth has been created for a tiny minority, while vast recently became the first State member of the
expanses of absolute poverty remain; and while humanOrganization of African Unity (OAU) to ratify the
rights are exalted here, they are mocked or trampledProtocol on the Establishment of the African Court on
underfoot elsewhere. Human and Peoples’ Rights, which was adopted at the

most recent OAU summit in Ouagadougou.

The United Nations, which is the repository of the
universal conscience, must adapt to these changing realities  Last year, during the fifty-second regular session of
and develop the capacity to act, often with urgency, in thethe General Assembly, we all warmly welcomed the
service of peace and to respond appropriately to thereform proposals of the Secretary-General, contained in
legitimate aspirations of humankind. As we seek to attain his report (A/51/950) entitled “Renewing the United
the goals that are before us, our Member States have th&ations: a programme for reform”. We were unanimous
responsibility and the duty to endow our Organization with in believing that those judicious, balanced, innovative and
the tools that will allow it effectively and rapidly to action-oriented proposals were very timely because they
implement the agenda for the twenty-first century. were in tune with the spirit and letter of the Declaration

issued on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary, which

In this context, | should like to emphasize and stated:

welcome two major developments that have marked the

recent history of the United Nations. | shall refer first to the “In order to be able to respond effectively to the

establishment of the International Criminal Court, not challenges of the future and the expectations of the
because it takes priority but because the head of State of  United Nations held by peoples around the world, it
my country, President Abdou Diouf, has conferred upon me is essential that the United Nations itself be

the honour of being involved in this issue for the past two reformed and modernized.” rgsolution 50/6,

years. Senegal was among the first signatories of the Statute  para. 14
of the Court and is waiting only for the certified copy
before ratifying it. The Diplomatic Conference in Rome This conviction, which we all shared, has today
was without doubt a historic gathering, as for the first time become an imperative. Indeed, through the dynamic
the nations of the world, in particular those from Africa, impetus provided by the President of the General
united by a single and shared desire for justice, togetherAssembly at its fifty-second session, Mr. Udovenko, the
found a legal means of deterring those who might be General Assembly adopted resolutions through which it
tempted to commit crimes against humanity, war crimes endorsed and reaffirmed the implementation of the
and crimes of genocide; a means of bringing them to trial, measures and proposals recommended by the Secretary-
if there are grounds for doing so; and a means of General. In this regard, | should like to convey my
sentencing them if they are found guilty. In short, we have sincere congratulations to Ms. Louise Fréchette, who has
succeeded in forging the missing link in the international been appointed to the distinguished position of Deputy
legal system. Secretary-General of our Organization, with particular
responsibility for development issues. To her, our partner
That gathering will also be remembered as historic in development, | wish every success in carrying out her
because the Statute of the Court, which we solemnlyhonourable and important mission.
adopted on 18 July 1998, in such a symbolically rich place
as Rome, introduced major innovations in relations between In calling to mind the reforms that will enable the
States and between national and international jurisdictionsUnited Nations to become the cornerstone of a
multilateral system better attuned to the realities of the
Finally, if anyone needs to be reminded, | am happy twenty-first century, | could not ignore the delicate and
to say that the Statute and the final act governing the Courtcomplex negotiations under way within the Working
complement, and thereby imbue with greater meaning, theGroup entrusted with the question of restructuring the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, whose fiftieth Security Council. Security Council reform is a
anniversary we are commemorating this year as one of theundamental element in the overall reform of the United
great milestone events in the history of the United Nations.



General Assembly 22nd plenary meeting

Fifty-third session 30 September 1998
Nations, but we must recognize that it will not be an easy agreements signed by each of the two countries with
task. Guinea-Bissau.

We all agree on the need to modernize and I should like to reiterate that Senegal’s involvement

democratize that essential United Nations body, but we arein  Guinea-Bissau is designed solely to help restore
finding it difficult to reach consensus, or even general constitutional order, ward off threats to the safety of the
agreement, on such fundamental issues as the enlargemertivilian populations and foreigners, and contribute to the
composition and right of veto. Despite five years of strengthening of stability and security in the subregion
discussions within the Working Group, we must not and throughout Africa.
abandon our hopes and become discouraged. If we redouble
our efforts and benefit from the momentum that we have On 26 August 1998, ECOWAS, together with the
created, | am convinced that in due course we will succeedCommunity of Portuguese-Speaking Countries, succeeded
in this great undertaking to restructure the Security Council in inducing the parties to sign a ceasefire accord, the first
by conferring on it greater legitimacy, credibility and step towards the normalization of life in Guinea-Bissau.
transparency.
In the Horn of Africa, we have withessed a drastic
Africa certainly has its place in this reform — a place downturn in the relations between Ethiopia and Eritrea.
that must be acknowledged given its history and its destinylndeed, the armies of those two fraternal countries —
as a continent of the future in which there is room for forced by history, geography and culture to live in perfect
continued growth. harmony and peace — launched military operations. And
yet there have been numerous initiatives designed to bring
The United Nations has traversed half a century, andabout a political solution of this new conflict. The
during the course of those years we have progressively laicbrotherly Governments of Ethiopia and Eritrea should
the groundwork for an international system that should beagree to sit down at the negotiating table and endeavour,
able to ensure our collective security. In this regard, our with the help of the current Chairman of the OAU, the
Organization has been and remains an irreplaceable tool focountries of the subregion and other participants of
the promotion and maintenance of international peace andyoodwill, to find ways and means of reaching a peaceful
security. Despite the numerous achievements recorded irsolution.
that area, we must agree about how much farther we have
to travel, as well as about the bold initiatives to be taken in Elsewhere on the continent, in Angola and in
order fully to secure international peace and security. Somalia, the road to peace is winding — if not
tortuous — and uncertainty continues to prevail.
Longstanding conflicts continue to resist our efforts at
resolving them, while a number of fresh crises — a new Allow me to pay once again from this rostrum a
generation of conflicts linked to an upswell in ethnic or respectful tribute to the memory of Maitre Alioune
intercommunity violence — continue to be a source of Blondin Beye, Special Representative of the Secretary-
major concern for our countries, especially those in Africa. General in Angola, and of his companions in misfortune,
who included our fellow countryman Moctar Gueye, a
Thus, in the subregion of western Africa, while Sierra journalist, all of whom died in an accident on the field of
Leone was moving towards the total restoration of honour in the service of peace.
constitutional order with the return to Freetown of the
democratically elected President owing to efforts by the All of Africa aspires to progress and to a better life,
United Nations, the Organization of African Unity and even though the conflicts it is enduring continue to pose
especially the Economic Community of West African States major obstacles to a balanced and lasting economic and
(ECOWAS), a mutiny broke out on 7 June last, social development. We therefore have the obligation and
spearheaded by part of the standing army of the Republidhe duty, as members of the family of nations, to continue
of Guinea-Bissau. to strive to bring about a world order that is more stable,
equitable and just.
At the express request of the legal authorities of that
country, Senegal and the Republic of Guinea, another Aware of this reality, Africans together, working in
neighbour of Guinea-Bissau, dispatched troops inconcert with the OAU and in close cooperation with the
accordance with the relevant provisions of the bilateral United Nations, are participating more and more actively
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in regional efforts aimed at conflict prevention, At the dawn of the twenty-first century, the universal
management and resolution. character of the United Nations has achieved wide

acceptance, and its universality gives our Organization
I should like to take this opportunity to welcome the greater credibility and effectiveness.

publication of the Secretary-General’s report on the causes
of conflict and the promotion of durable peace and In keeping with this principle, Senegal unreservedly
sustainable development in Africa. In this invaluable report, supports the request by the Republic of China to rejoin
the Secretary-General offers a well thought out andthe community of free nations and to be admitted as a
objective analysis of the causes of conflicts in Africa, member of our Organization and of its specialized
rightly pinpointing the close link between stability and agencies. Accordingly, we have proposed that the General
development, and finally recommending criteria, conditions Assembly reconsider that part of resolution 2758 (XXVI)
and ways and means of ensuring, building and safeguardinghat excluded the Republic of China from the United
peace in the interest of sustainable development in Africa.Nations and from its specialized agencies.

My country, Senegal, convinced of the importance of In keeping with its purpose — to be a centre where
peace in the Middle East and of the need for greaternations work together for social progress through the
progress in that respect, is actively supporting the peaceachievement of improved living conditions — the United
process and remains committed to the achievement of peacBlations has made a remarkable contribution to
in the region based on the relevant resolutions andpinpointing the problems facing humankind.
agreements, which must be respected by all parties, if only
on the basis of the principle gfacta sunt servanda Throughout this decade, the United Nations has held

a series of major conferences that have enabled the

The time is ripe urgently to call once again on the international community to adopt at the highest political
parties involved, the co-sponsors and all peace-lovinglevel a set of consensual plans of action. These have laid
nations to ensure that fresh initiatives are taken to reconcilethe foundation for a new global partnership for
the widely divergent viewpoints of the Palestinian Authority development based upon the principle of national
and the Government of Israel in order to restore a climateresponsibility and the imperative of international
of confidence and cooperation, which is the only possible solidarity, in the quest for a united response to the
basis for peace and peaceful coexistence among the peoplahallenges that face all of us. Never before has so
of the region. generous and so highly promising an approach been taken

to the concerns felt by the community of nations.

Ongoing efforts to bring about general, complete and
verifiable disarmament represent a major step in These action plans, apart from their degree of
strengthening international security. While significant relevance, constitute a set of formal commitments on
progress has been made in this realm in the past decade, wmeasures that should be taken together. Without the
must acknowledge that global disarmament, today morecorresponding mobilization of new and additional
than ever, remains a long-range objective. resources, the specific actions expected from these noble

initiatives, whose grandeur and legitimacy derive their

Indeed, the conflicts we have seen in recent years havevery force from the ideals embodied in the Charter itself,
demonstrated that the massive destruction caused bwre liable to translate into severely compromised or
conventional arms requires that initiatives be taken to deterdashed hopes.
their proliferation, and in particular the illicit traffic in
small-calibre weapons, now a real scourge in Africa. Major Above and beyond the problems linked to
efforts are being mobilized on the continent to fight this implementing the results of the major conferences held
threat, but it is obvious that Africa alone cannot possibly throughout the decade, the fact is that international
overcome it. Senegal will spare no effort to contribute to cooperation for development now poses a paradox that we
the elaboration of an international convention to fight the cannot ignore without betraying the ideals of peace and
illicit traffic in small-calibre weapons. development that inspired the founding fathers of our

Organization.
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Miguel de Unamuno, Rector of the University of with Governments, strengthen dialogue between
Salamanca in Spain, once said: institutions within the United Nations system and strive to
rationalize the machinery of human rights.
“Under certain circumstances, to keep silent is to lie”.
The fight against the global drug problem remains a
How, then, can we remain silent before the obvious concern shared by the entire international community
contradiction between the incessant expansion of needs fobecause of the multiple and pernicious ties that drug-
economic cooperation for development and the constantrafficking has been able to establish with phenomena
decline in official development assistance, which is today such as transnational organized crime, terrorism, large-
at its lowest level in 25 years? How can we forget the scale banditry and illegal arms-trafficking networks —
persistent imbalances in multilateral international trade, particularly those involving small calibre weapons,
whose first and foremost role was, after all, to ensure for especially in Africa. This illicit trafficking in narcotics
everyone, in developed and developing countries alike, theand psychotropic substances has become a dangerous
benefits of a trading mechanism that was to be open,threat to the peace, stability and security of all nations,
regulated, transparent, equitable and predictable? WhaGtates and regions of the world at the end of the
values of humanity can still be invoked when at the dawn millennium.
of the third millennium, in a world that has become a
global village, over a billion men and women are deprived This is why my country, Senegal, welcomed the
of even the barest elements of a decent life? Theholding last June in the presence of humerous heads of
marginalization and exclusion that haunt the daily lives of State and of Government in this Hall of the special
these men and women give proof once again of thesession of the General Assembly devoted to the drug
absolute priority that the fight against poverty must have at problem. Now it is important for all of us to work for the
both the national and international levels. effective implementation of the important conclusions
reached at that meeting, both at the national and
This is why strong measures to breathe new life into international levels.
North-South exchanges are today more imperative than
ever. The General Assembly’s high-level debate devoted to Before | conclude, allow me to say a few words
relaunching a dialogue to strengthen international about the financial crisis and the need to strengthen the
cooperation through partnership and the draft plan for aneffectiveness of the United Nations. Our Organization has
international gathering at the highest level for developmentbeen in the midst of a very worrisome financial situation
financing are encouraging initiatives, as would be initiatives for several years now. The causes of this situation have
for fair compensation for commodities and a global been debated at length right here and it does not seem
settlement of the debt crisis of developing countries. necessary for me to recall them now. | would simply like
to stress that the reform process that we have all
The fifty-third session of the General Assembly undertaken cannot possibly be brought to a successful
coincides with the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal conclusion within this situation of financial instability that
Declaration of Human Rights. The promotion, consolidation the Organization is experiencing at a time when it is
and expansion of the underpinnings of the State based omeing called upon to act on many different fronts.
the rule of law throughout the world; the strengthening of
national institutions for the defence of human rights; the The new international context, and the
integration of human rights into the major activities of the multidimensional nature of the challenges to be met
United Nations system; the promotion of the right to require that we have a restructured and modernized
development — these seem to us to be the essential pillar&Jnited Nations that is endowed with the capabilities
of a global policy for the benefit of human rights and necessary to come to our help in resolving our disputes,
freedoms at the end of this century. eliminating injustices and disparities and avoiding
exclusion and selfishness.
In this context, my delegation would like to salute the
major initiatives undertaken by Mrs. Mary Robinson, High It is enough for us to want these things, because we
Commissioner for Human Rights since she took office, possess the resources and capabilities to attain them.
particularly those directed to our continent, Africa, which Humanity has already met so many challenges in the
are fully in keeping with our expectations. This means, in course of its troubled history that we can have no doubt
fact, that more than ever before, we must promote dialogue
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now that it is indeed capable of meeting the challenges ofGeneral’'s programme for reform and help him undertake
the third millennium as well. the necessary measures. We are glad to see that some of
the steps of this excellent programme have already made
So far as we are concerned in Senegal, under thethe United Nations more responsive and more effective.
leadership of Mr. Abdou Diouf, President of the Republic,
we are ready to shoulder our responsibilities in a genuine Only an efficient universal organization can help us
spirit of solidarity and collective effort in order to realize cope with the pressing challenges of globalization,
our ambitions and dreams. We owe it to ourselves, buteconomic and social development, environmental changes
especially to the generations to come. and the urgent need to protect and respect human rights.
We need the United Nations to protect our highest and
Address by Mr. Janez Drnovsek, Prime Minister of the most basic goal: the maintenance of international peace
Republic of Slovenia and security. Therefore, we expect that the remaining
proposals of the Secretary-General will be approved by
The Acting President: The Assembly will now hear the Members during this session of the General
an address by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Assembly. This will allow us to move forward in the

Slovenia. reform and transformation of our United Nations.
Mr. Janez Drnovsek, Prime Minister of the Republic Slovenia attaches special importance to the
of Slovenia, was escorted to the rostrum. promotion of the noble principles and values upon which

the United Nations is built. This is why we were
The Acting President: | have great pleasure in especially proud to be elected a non-permanent member
welcoming the Prime Minister of the Republic of Slovenia, of the Security Council. The implementation of our key
His Excellency Mr. Janez Drnovsek, and inviting him to foreign-policy objectives, which we pursue in our work
address the Assembly. and endeavours in the Security Council, is, however,
challenged by an increasing number of threats to peace
Mr. Drnovsek (Slovenia): Let me take this and stability. Judgement, compassion and determination
opportunity to congratulate the President and his country,must guide us in our struggle to offer new hope for
Uruguay, on his election to the presidency of the Generalsuffering people.
Assembly at its fifty-third session. | am convinced that his
experience and skills will help the General Assembly fulfil From the Balkans to Central Africa and Central
its important tasks. Asia, a particular type of warfare seems to be prevailing
in all conflicts. The civilian population is the main —
| would also like to thank Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko of and, very often, also the only — target. Violations of
Ukraine for his work as President and to commend him on human rights, international humanitarian law and the most
his decisive guidance during the deliberations of the fifty- horrible atrocities are becoming the usual consequences of
second session of the General Assembly. these conflicts. These violations and their political root
causes must be addressed by the international community
The world order is being rearranged. Our time is from the very start. We must act with unity and
marked by continuous change. It is of crucial importance determination to ensure that violations of humanitarian
that this process of change take place in a peaceful way antbw and human rights do not remain unpunished.
under the rules which the international community has
agreed upon. The United Nations has an indispensable role  There are actors in the international community who
in that regard and must be able to respond to the world’sstill believe that the threat or use of force is a legitimate
needs. While it is true that the United Nations is a means of change. They consider political solutions and
framework within which the Member States can pursue negotiations only after and if military options fail. We can
their own national interests, the United Nations is above all see this in Africa, where new crises are succeeding the
an instrument for making the common goals and aspirationsold ones. We can see it in the continued arms race, even
of humankind a realistic programme for a better future.  in the nuclear field. We can also see it in Europe, with
Kosovo offering yet another humanitarian tragedy. As if
The world and its goals and challenges are changing,all of this were not enough, we also face the lowest, the
and the United Nations has to change as well. It was a wisemost unjustified violence of all — international terrorism,
decision for the Member States to support the Secretary-which has harmed hundreds of innocent victims.
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In Bosnia and Herzegovina the peace process is slowly The wealth of experience the United Nations has
but definitely extending its roots. However, this process hasaccumulated is impressive. However, in many ways
not yet become irreversible. The international community reform of its 50-year-old structure would greatly enhance
still has an important role in leading the post-conflict its effectiveness. Slovenia shares the view of the majority
management of the situation. There is a growing need toof Member States that the Security Council also needs to
ensure economic reconstruction and provide adequatde and should be reformed. It should become more
economic aid. Slovenia is actively participating in those representative and more up to date by expanding the
efforts. number of its non-permanent as well as permanent

members. It should become more effective in its decision-

Many important issues in Bosnia and Herzegovina making. Last but not least, it should become more
remain to be solved. The number of returning refugees,transparent, for its decisions affect all the Member States.
especially among minorities, has been substantially lower
than expected. In this regard, we commend the role of the This year’s session of the General Assembly will be
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, its Multinational marked significantly by the commemoration of an
Specialized Unit and the international police transition force important event, which continues to be an important
for their role. Democratization and reconciliation are source of inspiration for United Nations activities today.
indispensable elements in consolidating peace in Bosnia andrifty years have passed since the adoption of the
Herzegovina. Reconciliation, however, does not meanUniversal Declaration of Human Rights, a historic
impunity. In fact, there will be no reconciliation until all document that recognized the inherent dignity and equal
war criminals are brought to justice. To this end, we expectand inalienable rights of all members of the human family
the cooperation of all countries concerned. as the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the

world.

The situation in Kosovo has been giving rise to
legitimate international concerns for quite some time now. This is an appropriate time to reflect on what has
Serious violations of human rights have been reported foralready been achieved and what still remains to be done
years. In recent months the population of Kosovo has beerin the field of human rights. This is the time to reconfirm
subjected to a campaign of terror and forced to flee theirour commitment and show our determination to promote
homes and seek refuge in the woods and mountains. Thand protect the whole spectrum of human rights — civil
international community should prevent humanitarian and political, as well as economic, social and cultural.
catastrophe this winter and force all the parties in the
conflict to face their responsibilities. All forms of violence We believe strongly that the promotion and
against the civilian population in Kosovo must stop. The protection of human rights is a legitimate concern of the
Kosovo population needs a ceasefire and needs negotiationsternational community and calls for a high level of
to start now. This is a prerequisite for the process of theinternational attention and cooperation. Slovenia strongly
return of refugees to start. supports the work of the International Criminal Tribunals

for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda and is pleased

The United Nations has the means to organize anto see the first ever verdict on the crime of genocide
effective international action for the maintenance of peace.handed down by an international criminal court. We also
The Security Council is addressing most of these problemssee this as the most gratifying way to mark the fiftieth
At the moment, Slovenia is proud to be a non-permanentanniversary of the Convention on the Prevention and
member of the Security Council. We are doing our best to Punishment of the Crime of Genocide.
contribute to the common effort to ensure that peace is
maintained, international obligations respected, justice done The successful completion of the United Nations
and innocent lives saved wherever and whenever possibleDiplomatic Conference on the establishment of an

International Criminal Court on 17 July of this year is a

Slovenian armed forces already participate in actionshistoric step towards making the rule of law and human
to consolidate peace, security and stability. The conduct ofrights truly universal. We hope that this will help provide
peace-support operations is an expression of Slovenia’'gustice for victims, limit impunity and deter acts of
political will and a reflection of the readiness of our armed genocide, crimes against humanity and war crimes in the
forces. next century.
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The signing of the Ottawa Convention was an The Acting President: | now call on the Minister
important step forward towards the total ban of anti- for Foreign Affairs of the Bahamas, Her Excellency the
personnel landmines. We all have to start a global procesdHonourable Janet Bostwick.
of demining and mine clearance operations in thousands of
mined areas all over the world. At the same time, the Mrs. Bostwick (Bahamas): | wish to express the
process of the physical and mental rehabilitation of millions pleasure of the Commonwealth of the Bahamas at having
of mine victims throughout the world should start as soon Mr. Opertti preside over the deliberations of this fifty-
as possible. Slovenia has already joined this process. The¢hird session of the General Assembly and to convey to
Government of the Republic of Slovenia established thehim our warmest congratulations on his election. He may
International Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims count on the full support of the Bahamas delegation to
Assistance in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The main purposeensure the success of this session.
of the Fund is to raise financial resources and organize
demining operations and a programme of rehabilitation for The Bahamas also wishes to express its appreciation
mine victims from Bosnia and Herzegovina. | would like to to Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko of Ukraine, whose competent
take this opportunity to invite other countries to join us in leadership brought the deliberations of the fifty-second
this noble effort. session to a successful conclusion. He has our gratitude.

At the end of the cold war, many countries anticipated On 10 July of this year, the Commonwealth of the
the end of the nuclear era. We were expecting anBahamas celebrated its silver jubilee anniversary as a
accelerated process of elimination of nuclear weapons.sovereign nation. Our country is a thriving democracy and
Unfortunately, and notwithstanding important successes inenjoys one of the highest standards of living in our
the reduction of nuclear arms, the proliferation of nuclear hemisphere. Our economy continues its rebound from
weapons has increased in recent years. Slovenia stronglpegative growth early in the decade, and increasingly we
deplores nuclear tests and appeals to all countries to endre creating the jobs necessary to provide productive
their military nuclear programmes. employment for our young population in all sectors of the
Bahamian economy.
Slovenia demonstrated its determination to contribute
to nuclear disarmament by joining seven other non-nuclear Over the past 25 vyears, the Bahamas has
countries — Brazil, Egypt, Ireland, Mexico, New Zealand, demonstrated a consistently strong and exemplary record
South Africa, and Sweden — in launching the joint inupholding democracy, protecting and promoting human
declaration of eight Ministers for Foreign Affairs entitled rights, promoting the advancement of women and
“Towards a nuclear-weapon-free world: the need for a newpromoting social development and justice.
agenda” [A/53/138]. The prime goal of our action was to
start new efforts for nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear As a member of the community of nations, the
disarmament. We, the representatives of eight countries, ar@ahamas has remained firm in its commitments to the
firm in our efforts to enable forthcoming generations to United Nations and to other international organizations.
enjoy a world free of nuclear weapons. Hence, the foreign policy of the Bahamas has been
marked by peaceful cooperation and respect for the
This is the time for concrete action and visionary sovereignty of its neighbours.
initiatives. The evolution of the international system
requires both. Slovenia is aware of this important need. We Nevertheless, we, like many others in the
believe that such basic issues of international security as thénternational community, are constrained to question the
issue of nuclear arms need to be addressed in a realistic anddequacy of delivery on commitments to improve the
comprehensive manner. circumstances of developing countries. | believe it is fair
to assert that the United Nations record of achievement in
The Acting President: On behalf of the General developing countries has been, at best, mixed.
Assembly, | wish to thank the Prime Minister of the
Republic of Slovenia for the statement he has just made. While it is true that many developing countries have
gained a measure of success in their economic and social
Mr. Janez Drnovsek, Prime Minister of the Republic sectors as a direct result of United Nations intervention
of Slovenia, was escorted from the rostrum. and assistance, too often such successes have been
overshadowed and continue to be overshadowed by
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serious deficiencies. Too many countries in the developing Itis important that we begin to deal forthrightly with
world today suffer from abject poverty, deteriorating the obstacles which impede the United Nations from
environments, poor health standards, high unemploymenplaying as effective a role as it ought, or might, in the
rates, staggering levels of malnutrition and hunger, global economy. We must be vigilant against slippage in
spiralling inflation, growing criminal activity and masses of our commitment to the goals of the Organization so
homeless persons displaced by political and economiceloquently embodied in our fiftieth anniversary pledge to
conditions. Such problems and challenges defy the meagrée a people “united for a better world“ in which the
resources, both human and financial, of these nations, anthuman condition remained our highest priority. We must
many assistance programmes mounted to redress them a@dl accept that the United Nations can only be, and will
limited by their decreasing resources. only be, as successful and responsive as we the Member
States allow it to be. The United Nations success is our
These are some of the critical areas where thesuccess.
Organization can make a difference in the lives of
individuals, especially in developing countries. Another area The reform measures adopted last session provide a
where the Organization could make a difference would beuseful platform from which to refocus and improve our
in the adoption of measures to eradicate the abhorrenOrganization. In this regard, the Bahamas welcomes the
practice of trafficking in women and children. We call upon proposals for both a Millennium Assembly and a
the international community to make every effort to address Millennium Forum, so as to forge a closer partnership
this problem in a comprehensive manner. with civil society.

The Bahamas continues to be challenged by the The Bahamas also recognizes and accepts the
uncontrolled entry of economic migrants to its territory, a appropriateness of adopting sunset clauses, establishing
struggle which receives scant international recognition ortime limits for United Nations mandates. Given the
assistance, notwithstanding the considerable financialsensitivity of the matter, however, we strongly
burden foisted upon our small developing State. Indeed,recommend that final decisions be arrived at on the basis
undue pressure is frequently brought to bear upon our smalbf consensus among the Organization’s membership.
society to absorb such economic refugees without regard
for the serious social and political consequences of such The Bahamas believes that the Security Council as
requests. It is clear that the important United Nations currently composed reflects some inequities and
conventions crafted to address the problems of politicalimbalances of this Organization. A living organization
refugees following the Second World War do not must adapt to changing circumstances if it is to remain
adequately address the problem of today’s undocumentedelevant. A Security Council reflecting the eminence of
economic migrants. We call on this Assembly, therefore, to post-Second World War Powers cannot be expected to
begin to address the need for a review of the mandate ofadequately address concerns of our post-colonial world.
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. As we approach a new millennium, it would be in our

interest for this central organ of our Organization to be

The Bahamas is an archipelago of some 700 islands more reflective of our present reality.
stretched over some 80,000 square miles of ocean. We are
home to one of the most important coral reef systems in the As a peace-loving nation, and one in which respect
world and of important species of flora, fauna and animal for human dignity has historically been upheld, the
life, both terrestrial and marine. Our responsibility to Bahamas condemns terrorism in all its forms. Such
conserve and protect our environment for the welfare of wanton acts are inhumane and wreak havoc on entire
future generations is clear. Equally clear is the fact that wecommunities. It is for these reasons that the Bahamas will
require continued international assistance if we are tocontinue to lend its support to all legitimate national and
succeed. In this regard, | wish to acknowledge and thankinternational efforts to stem the spread of terrorism and to
the United Nations Environment Programme (UNDP) for its work towards its elimination.
continuing assistance to the Bahamas as we seek to enhance
our capacity to catalogue, manage and protect our rich To this end, we will continue to cooperate with the
biodiversity; and to thank also the Secretariat of the United international community to bring the perpetrators of
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change for its terrorism to justice, as well as to address comprehensively
assistance in improving our response to the challengeghe root causes of terrorism. We call on all Members to
created by climate change and sea level rise. act similarly.
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We wish to thank Secretary-General Kofi Annan for Notably, we welcomed the recent twentieth special
his untiring efforts in the promotion of international peace session of the General Assembly on the world's drug
and security. Unfortunately, his recent reports on trouble problem. That session adopted important decisions
spots around the world continue to reveal a disturbing designed to chart the future course in the international
picture. In a world shrunken by globalization, every trouble fight to combat the supply, traffic and consumption of
spot has the potential to affect us all. Our energies, exertedllicit drugs. It is now imperative that Member States
in search of real solutions to these global crises, mustcommit themselves to the implementation of those
therefore match those expended in pursuit of responses taecisions.
our national challenges. Let us seek to mark the fiftieth
anniversary of United Nations peacekeeping with an The past 12 months have been a period of turmaoil
enlightened breakthrough in this area. for the world’s economy, marked in particular by the

crippling financial crisis in South-East Asia. The fallout

The continued production and use of land mines from that crisis is now being felt, in varying degrees,
internationally continues to maim and kill thousands of globally.
innocent men, women and children in developing countries.

The Bahamas abhors these actions. We were pleased to join  We have, from time to time, in this forum
the more than 100 countries which have signed theunderscored the importance of establishing a sustainable
Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, and equitable international framework for highly
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and onintegrated global markets. This need remains critical,
Their Destruction, which we have also now ratified. We particularly in the light of the quickening pace of the
call upon all Member States that have not done so, to doglobalization of production and of capital flows, and the
the same. liberalization of trade since early in this decade. Clearly,
these developments have not provided equal opportunities

The Bahamas is seriously concerned by the for all countries to share in the benefits of globalization.
proliferation of handguns and other weapons which
continue to infiltrate small island developing States. The Countries — developing countries, least developed
use of these conventional weapons by perpetrators of crime&ountries and countries with economies in transition —
considerably raises the level of violence in our societies andought to be assisted in their efforts to become integrated
threatens our social, economic and political fibre. into the mainstream global economy, without incurring

disruptive and punitive economic, social and cultural

We call on countries manufacturing handgun and othercosts. These are matters of survival for small economies
weapons to assume greater responsibility over the sale antike that of the Bahamas.
export of such weapons, and to strengthen their
international collaborative efforts to combat this problem. Questions are now being raised concerning the
For our part, we have joined Member States of this adequacy of the international financial system to meet the
hemisphere in acceding to and ratifying the Inter-American growing demands of the world’s diverse economies. My
Convention against the lllicit Manufacturing of and Government is acutely aware that, while private capital
Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition, Explosives and Other flows have played an indispensable role in the
Related Materials. We commend similar action to all advancement of developing economies, they should not be
Member States of this body. relied upon as the single source of financing for capital

development. In this connection, the Bahamas notes the

The Bahamas, after experiencing an abatement in thaecent call for a high-level international intergovernmental
illicit transit and traffic in narcotic drugs through its forum on financing for development aimed at furthering
territory, regrets to inform the Assembly that it is again the global partnership for development.
confronted with this scourge. Drug seizure quantity and
frequency have increased, and the numbers of persons My Government supports this call and applauds the
arrested and charged with drug offences are similarly Assembly’s efforts to explore the matter further by
increasing. Past experience has taught us that this is not aoliciting input from Member States. We call on this body
problem which can be resolved by any single State.to address the issue in as comprehensive and integrated a
International cooperation is critical if this menace is to be manner as possible.
controlled.
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My Government was also pleased to note the Last year the Secretary-General presented us with his
convening, in December last, of the expert group meetingmost comprehensive and far-reaching proposals for the
on vulnerability indices here at the United Nations. It is my strengthening and reinvigoration of this Organization. We
Government's fervent hope that work will continue in this were also able to adopt two landmark resolutions, 52/12
important area. As the Assembly is aware, the Bahamas ha#é and 52/12 B, during the substantive part of the fifty-
on many occasions repeated its objection to the use of pesecond session to enable us to reform this Organization
capita income as the sole, or principal, measuring tool forand to introduce new mechanisms, including the Office of
the economies of developing countries. This yardstick doesDeputy Secretary-General, to improve its performance.
not, and cannot, take into account the special circumstance$Vith these new mechanisms, the Organization has been
of countries like the Bahamas, with our archipelagic make-able to renew the emphasis on economic, social and
up, our ecological fragility and our economic vulnerability. development activities. We are pleased that we have Ms.
Yet these are all integral measures of our state ofFréchette, an outstanding person with vast experience, as
development. the first Deputy Secretary-General of the Organization.

My Government looks forward to the upcoming Early this year we were able to take further steps to
review in 1999 of the Barbados Programme of Action, and move forward the reform process, a process that is still
hopes that all issues of concern to small island developingcontinuing. We would like to thank the Secretary-General
States will be addressed in line with the chapters of thefor his timely submission of reports and additional
Programme of Action. explanations in response to resolution 52/12 B. We hope

that the untiring efforts of the Secretary-General will push

The vision of our United Nations to meet the needs of forward the ongoing process.
our people is achievable, but only if our purposes and
principles are designed for the common good rather than As a developing nation, we hope that the reform
for narrow nationalistic objectives. Otherwise, such motives process will strengthen the ability of the United Nations
will inevitably produce inadequate programmes and to fulfil its role and functions in the field of development
adversely affect relationships. and to respond effectively to the development needs of

the developing countries. In this respect, the establishment

The lessons of history no longer take centuries to beof a Development Account under the reform process is a
deduced. They present themselves starkly before us, oftemvelcome step.
in our own lifetime. Will we choose to learn from them?

The answer lies with each of us. Forward movement in the overall reform of the
United Nations is not matched by similar progress in the

The Acting President: The next speaker is the reform of the Security Council. We are somewhat
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar, His Excellency disheartened over the lack of tangible results on the core
Mr. Ohn Gyaw, on whom | now call. issues in the deliberations of the Open-ended Working

Group on the Question of Equitable Representation on

Mr. Gyaw (Myanmar): At the outset, Sir, let me and Increase in the Membership of the Security Council
extend to Mr. Opertti the felicitations of my delegation on and Other Matters Related to the Security Council. | am
his unanimous election to the presidency of the Generalsure that every State Member of this Organization shares
Assembly at its fifty-third session. We are confident that the view that the reform of the Security Council is one of
under his experienced leadership we will be able to achievethe most crucial aspects of the entire United Nations
substantive progress in the deliberations of this Assembly.reform process. This process will be considered by the

world community as seriously inadequate, and much less

I should also like to take this opportunity to pay a genuine, if we fail to produce a Security Council that is
well-deserved tribute to his predecessor, Mr. Hennadiytruly representative of the present membership of this
Udovenko, who presided over one of the most eventful Organization and can effectively respond to future
sessions of the General Assembly. In particular, | would challenges. We do not believe that a body that is not
like to express our gratitude for his skilful stewardship of democratic and representative can really look after the
our deliberations on the reform package of the Secretary-interests of the broad membership in its cardinal task of
General, which led to the successful completion of an maintaining international peace and security.
important phase in the United Nations reform process.
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We all have been engaged in in-depth and intensivedecided to apply to the African countries, is a very
discussions of the various aspects of the Security Councilsignificant concept. There appear to be a growing number
reform for almost five years now. Although we had had of States attracted to it, and Myanmar is one of those
high hopes that the latest rounds of discussions of thecountries. This is a concept submitted by a particular
Working Group would produce general agreement on theregion for itself and not meant for export to other regions.
more contentious issues related to the Security Council, theNevertheless, we should not rule out the concept as one
desired goal remains elusive. We nevertheless are gratifieaf the possible options applicable to other regions such as
to note that the Working Group has made encouragingAsia, in the event that other modalities of selection or
headway in its deliberations on measures conducive tooptions fail to command enough support. It is vitally
improving the working methods and transparency of the important that expansion of the Security Council in both
Council's activities. We believe that expansion of the categories of membership take place simultaneously for
Security Council in a balanced manner is one of the mainall regions.
elements of Security Council reform. We are discouraged
by the fact that it is on this core element that substantive Myanmar is one of the 74 members of the
differences among the delegations still remain. TheseOrganization which has never been a member of the
fundamental differences have proved to be a major obstaclesecurity Council. However deficient in its present
to our forward movement towards a general agreement orstructure and undemocratic in its practice the Security
a common package. Council may be, its role in the maintenance of

international peace and security and the contribution made

As a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, we in by its members are highly appreciated by the Union of
general subscribe to the common position of the MovementMyanmar. Myanmar has therefore always given serious
on Security Council reform. However, we wish to make attention to the annual election of five non-permanent
some observations on certain core issues on which we feeinembers of the Security Council.
we should register our position.

At the same time, to enhance the role of non-

First of all, my delegation wishes to emphasize that permanent members, now generally looked upon as
the objective of the entire process of Security Council peripheral, we could seek a solution by improving the
reform is not the mere addition of a couple of countries to working methods of the Security Council.
its permanent membership. Although it has been accepted
in principle that three permanent seats should be allotted to Inextricably linked to the expansion of the
developing countries from Asia, Africa and Latin America, permanent membership of the Security Council is the
the mode of their identification and selection, despite veto. Debate on this question has been continuing both
various suggestions and concepts on the table, seemeutside and inside the Organization since before the
intractable at this juncture and remains unsettled. Myanmarfounding of the United Nations. Nevertheless, little has
would view with concern any move or measure biased been done in the years since then to rectify its injustice.
towards particular candidates. Myanmar believes thatGiven the present state of the discussions, the question
countries which are capable of contributing to international promises to haunt us in the future, regardless of how
peace and security should be permanent members in thetrongly we may feel about the practice. While a large
expanded Council. We also favour the expansion of themajority of Member States are demanding its curtailment
Security Council in both permanent and non-permanentand eventual elimination, permanent members continue to
memberships. be entrenched in their position that they cannot accept any

diminution of their rights and prerogatives, including the

We are now being provided with an historic veto.
opportunity to devise ways of selecting new permanent
members for the Security Council. In the context of extending the veto to new

permanent members, two main views have emerged. One

Although there has been noticeably strong support forview argues for its extension to new permanent members.
expansion of the Security Council in its permanent In their opinion, the new members will be inferior
category, we have not been able to translate various ideasvithout the veto. The other view states that the enjoyment
on this question into a viable formula acceptable to all. In of the veto, as now constituted, by the new permanent
this connection, the idea of rotating new permanent members would entail setbacks. Therefore, to limit the
members, which the Organization of African Unity has veto in scope and application for the moment with a view
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to its eventual abolishment is, in their view, necessary. In We had high hopes that the end of the cold war
this connection, there have been many sensible suggestionsould usher in a new international order. We had high
to curtail the veto’s scope and application. They are very hopes that resources used for the arms race could be
interesting indeed. The most sensible of them, in our view, diverted to development activities. We had hoped for
is the idea of curtailing its application to issues that fall peace and tranquillity to prevail worldwide. Instead we
under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter. In fact, see instability and conflict in most regions of the
the provisions of Chapter VIl are the rationale of the world — the crisis in the Middle East, the tragedy in
Security Council. Bosnia, in Kosovo, in Angola, in the Sudan and in
Afghanistan, to cite just a few. In many of these

Myanmar has consistently held the view that the veto situations, the United Nations had to spend millions and
is unjust and anachronistic and that its ultimate elimination millions of dollars in its peacekeeping efforts. This has
is the most logical conclusion. However, we accept that it caused a serious drain on the resources of the
is unrealistic to eliminate the veto at present. We thereforeOrganization, whose finances were already in dire
consider it unfair and discriminatory to deny the veto to circumstances mainly because of a single Member that
new permanent members until we can seal the fate of thishad withheld its contributions for domestic political
unwanted relic of the past. We strongly feel that new reasons.
members should be endowed with the same rights and
prerogatives now enjoyed by the current permanent It would be a truism to say that the United Nations
members. and its operations are overstretched. Much of its resources

have been diverted from development activities,

I have dealt at some length with the United Nations expenditures that could be put to more useful purposes for
reform process. | have done so because the effectivahe promotion of the economic and social advancement of
functioning of the United Nations in fulfilling its role and all peoples.
objectives is of critical importance to developing countries
like mine. It is here at the United Nations that developing In spite of this situation, there are those who would
countries have sovereign equality with big and powerful like to use the United Nations to interfere in matters
countries. It is here at the United Nations that we have towhich are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of
maintain and safeguard time-bound principles such asMyanmar. The present Government assumed State
settling international disputes by peaceful means; refrainingresponsibility to restore stability and normalcy to the
in international relations from the threat or use of force country when it was in a state of chaos and anarchy. In
against the territorial integrity or political independence of the last few years the Government has restored stability
any State; and refraining from intervention in matters which to the country. The insurgency, which has burdened the
are essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of any State. country for the last 50 years, is now almost a thing of the

past. Peace and tranquillity prevail throughout nearly the

These are principles that are of the utmost importancewhole country. These are hard-earned achievements,
to developing countries like Myanmar so that they can haveespecially for a multi-ethnic nation such as Myanmar.
independence not only in name but also in reality. Only a
United Nations that is genuinely democratic will ensure that We have attained stability in Myanmar through our
these principles are neither diluted nor made flexible to own endeavours. We have not imposed any burden on the
serve the domestic political needs of big and powerful international community. We are therefore very much
nations. In the age of a single super-Power, we aredistressed that there are those who would like to use the
witnessing too often attempts to use the United Nations asUnited Nations to intervene in matters that are essentially
a political tool of the big and powerful nations. within our domestic jurisdiction. It was the General

Assembly itself which adopted numerous resolutions,

Too often we are seeing the will of the international including the resolution on the Charter of Economic
community become synonymous with that of the single Rights and Duties of States, which reaffirms the sovereign
most powerful nation or a group of powerful nations. Only and inalienable right of each and every State to choose its
a United Nations that is genuinely representative can lookeconomic and political systems. We in Myanmar have
after not only the interest of big and powerful nations but chosen the path of democracy.
also the interest of the whole United Nations membership,
including the weakest among them. That is why we place Itis also an irony that at a time when Myanmar has
so much importance on the United Nations reform process.openly and repeatedly declared that it is now in the
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process of building a genuine democratic State with athe work of this session of the General Assembly. His
market-oriented economic system, political pressure haseminent qualities, as well as his diplomatic experience,
been put on us by those who not only would like us to will undoubtedly ensure the success of our work.

adopt democracy but would also like to transplant a

democracy according to their own mould. It is unfortunate | also express my deep appreciation for the wise
that these proponents of a particular type of democracyleadership his predecessor, Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko,
would like to use the United Nations to interfere in our imprinted on the work of the fifty-second session, thus
domestic political process. We in Myanmar strongly believe contributing to the positive results achieved.

that the path we have chosen is the right one and is the

most suitable to our tradition, to our culture, to our national My country appreciates highly the creativity and the
ethos and, most importantly, to the aspirations of our intellectual energy brought to United Nations affairs by
people. We shall resolutely continue our endeavours toSecretary-General Kofi Annan since he took over, and we
build a modern, democratic, peaceful and prosperous natiomparticularly appreciate his efforts to streamline United
in Myanmar. Nations structures.

Nevertheless, there are some who entertain concerns My Government fully supported the United Nations
that difficulties relating to human rights practices in one programme of reforms aimed at conferring more
country could create economic problems in another. In fact,coherence and efficiency on the activities of the United
such transborder human movements occurred amondNations. We have no doubt that the streamlining of the
neighbouring countries in the past for various reasons. TheUnited Nations administration will have a positive impact
important aspect is that there must be the will to resolveon the way the Organization handles the various and
and overcome such difficulties through mutual complex issues confronting the international community.
understanding and respect. The idea of relying on others to
resolve our own domestic problems should be discouraged. The efforts made over recent years by the

international community, the Organization of African

We still live in an unsettled post-cold-war period Unity (OAU), the African subregional organizations and
where pockets of rising tensions still exist. We are also by States individually to deal with the conflicts in the
confronted with a vast array of major problems awaiting African continent have produced some positive results,
solutions. Since we last met, we have witnessedsome of them remarkable. This has contributed to the
developments that give cause for hope as well as for deepestoration of peace and the return to normalcy in several
concern. As the only multilateral forum to deal with the of the affected countries. However, the resurgence of new
problems of peace and development, the enhanced role ofonflicts and the reappearance of other conflicts which we
the United Nations is now more necessary than ever. We albelieved had already been resolved raise serious concerns,
have trust in the Organization’s capability to avert particularly because of the threat they pose to peace and
catastrophes of all kinds and to find global solutions to the stability even beyond national borders. This situation
major problems of the world. We also have trust in our raises the spectre of disastrous consequences for the
capacity to work together. It is imperative to redouble our populations’ well-being and security and casts a shadow
concerted efforts if we are to be successful in the creationover the much-needed economic and social development
of a peaceful and prosperous world order. In this commonof the affected countries.
task, Myanmar pledges, as a responsible Member of the
United Nations, to continue its strong support for the A strong commitment is required on the part of the
endeavours of the Organization to promote the economicinternational community to find ways and means to deal
and social advancement of mankind and reaffirms its effectively with the armed conflicts in the African
commitments to the purposes and principles of the Chartercontinent. In Africa, as in any other region of the world,

internal conflicts arise whenever individuals or groups of

The Acting President | now give the floor to the  people have no channels through which they can funnel
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Communities of Cape their legitimate claims through peacefully and
Verde, His Excellency Mr. José Luis Jesus. democratically. In the end, the non-existence of dialogue,

the practice of intolerance and the absence of reliable

Mr. Jesus (Cape Verde): | take particular pleasure in judicial means to deal with divergences are the shortest
extending to Mr. Didier Opertti and to his country, path to armed conflict.

Uruguay, my congratulations on his election to preside over

14



General Assembly 22nd plenary meeting
Fifty-third session 30 September 1998

In his recent report to the Security Council on this the creation of a climate of tolerance and respect for the
matter, the Secretary-General made a substantiadignity and liberty of the human person.
contribution to the understanding of the causes of conflict
in our continent and their relationship to development, good The sisterly country of Guinea-Bissau has gone
governance, democracy and human rights. through a difficult period in her history over the last two
months, as it has been faced with an internal armed
Maintaining peace in fact becomes a difficult task conflict. My country, which together with the other
when we witness the deepening of social gaps; while thePortuguese-speaking countries shares with Guinea-Bissau
overwhelming majority of the population has difficulty a long common history, has been following with
obtaining the essentials; when fundamental rights of particular attention the situation unfolding in that sisterly
populations or parts of them, including the right to country and has not spared any effort in contributing to
participate in the governance of their country, are notthe search for a political and negotiated solution to the
recognized or respected; or when citizens or groups ofcrisis.
citizens are discriminated against on the basis of ethnic,
cultural, religious or political considerations. In the framework of the Community of Portuguese-
Speaking Countries (CPLP) Contact Group, which we
This situation is compounded by the temptation of have the honour to be coordinating, we will continue to
outside interference aimed at imposing policies or exertinggive our best efforts to support a peaceful resolution of
influence on Governments — most of the time causing or the crisis, and we hope that the joint mediation initiative
aggravating conflict situations. of the CPLP and the Economic Community of West
African States will come to play an efficient and decisive
The virus of violence and conflicts that plagues role in the ongoing peace process.
African regions and countries thrives in the precarious
living conditions of millions of Africans and the non- We hope that the parties to the conflict will continue
recognition in practice of the most fundamental rights of to strictly observe the ceasefire agreement signed at Praia
citizenship. Whenever one faces rampant famine, illiteracy,on 25 August and will also continue to show tolerance to
ignorance, iliness and oppression, whenever human dignityenable Guinea-Bissau society to be reconciled soon.
is not secured by the lofty ideals of full-fledged democracy,
or whenever the respect for human rights is not widely The difficult situation prevailing in Angola, a
upheld, then peace, stability and progress are in question.country to which we are bound by profound brotherly ties
and a long common history, demands a strong and
It is evident that if one wants to reduce the occurrence decisive commitment on the part of the international
of armed conflicts it is imperative to uphold respect for the community in order to restore as soon as possible
fundamental rights of citizenship, tolerance and social compliance with the obligations entered into in the
justice and to support the creation of better living framework of the Lusaka Protocol, while bearing in mind
conditions that comes with economic development. the relevant Security Council resolutions. Of particular
concern to my country is the spectre of new armed
The United Nations, as the main guarantor of peace inconfrontations in Angola, raised by UNITA'’s regrettable
the world, has a major role to play in the mobilization of defiance. The brotherly people of Angola, who for many
the resources and political will needed to confront African years have been victimized by the prevailing situation of
countries’ colossal needs and overcome the prevalentvar, have the right to peace, political stability and a
situation of underdevelopment and intolerance, which in themuch-needed national reconciliation.
end favour the occurrence or persistence of armed conflicts.
The current international financial crisis that recently
However, it must be recognized that it is up to African shook the economies of many countries, especially in
States, their leaders — especially those that hold the reindAsia, seems to raise increasing concerns for all of us. It
of power — and their respective civil societies to assume raises doubts about prospects for continuing the global
courageously their responsibilities, particularly in respect of prosperity which, fuelled by economic growth, once
the promotion of the sound and fair management of their seemed so long-lasting. The former optimistic outlook has
resources, the consolidation of democratic institutions, thelately been called into question, especially in respect to
observation of and respect for the rights of citizenship anddeveloping nations, by a series of financial setbacks that
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pose a threat to social stability, cohesion and peace in thelevelopment, an approach that focuses on the eradication
affected countries. of poverty. Until this is done, not much can be achieved
in this regard, at least not in the developing countries.
The rapid degradation of economies considered to be
healthy and in full expansion only months ago has been the Against this background, my Government has been
object of the special attention and concern of many thatenacting various pieces of legislation to bring the issue of
have spoken from this rostrum in the last few days. Thethe environment into its legal mainstream. However,
fear and apprehensions that the stability of many Stateswhatever legislative measures we and other developing
may be affected negatively by the fallout resulting from the countries may enact, in order to reap the expected
dynamics of globalization raise justifiable concern, environmental benefits, resources should be made
particularly about the speculative attacks against theavailable by the international community to allow
economies of certain developing nations or the maintenanceleveloping nations to build their capacity to implement
of not so transparent management practices. their own environmental programmes in a sustained
manner.
At question is the equilibrium of the world economy,
the disturbance of which may have disastrous The end of the cold war seemed to have created a
consequences — economic and otherwise — for all of us.new dynamic for the issue of poverty through the Agenda
The ongoing democratization process taking place atfor Development. Awareness of this issue seems to have
different rhythms in different countries could fall prey to been strengthened, since we cannot remain indifferent to
this situation. It could also lead to social and political the extreme poverty that severely afflicts more than a
instability and give rise to risks to peace and security. It is quarter of the planet’s inhabitants. The spirit of solidarity
illusory to believe that the negative impact of such an that guided the Copenhagen Summit must today be
economic situation could be contained within the reflected in a gamut of concrete actions aimed at
boundaries of developing nations, since the phenomenon ogupporting the huge efforts of developing countries in
globalization seems to have created its own dynamics andheir struggle against poverty, the creation of conditions
knows no boundaries. for sustainable development and, consequently, the
general improvement of people’s living conditions.
The destinies of our countries, large and small alike,
industrialized or developing, are increasingly interlinked. Cape Verde, within the framework of the
Therefore, it is imperative that collectively we find effective engagement undertaken at that Summit, has been adopting
solutions that facilitate the end of the crisis, promote the necessary measures to combat poverty in the country.
growth on a global scale and secure a sustainable rhythm ofNevertheless, like other developing nations, especially
social and economic development. those on the list of least developed countries, we find that
our internal efforts will not produce the expected results
As a country severely affected by drought and without additional measures on the part of the
desertification, Cape Verde pays special attention to theinternational community. We believe that the special
environment. follow-up meeting to take place in the year 2000 should
be the occasion for a thorough assessment of the situation
The environmental issues confronting mankind, as well and for the launching of concrete action targeted at the
as of the relationship between man and nature, make iteffective implementation of the engagements undertaken
incumbent upon us to act in a swift, efficient and global at the Copenhagen Conference.
manner so as to guarantee the preservation of the basic
conditions that make life possible on Earth. Our primary By the same token, | cannot but emphasize the issue
task should be to find a global strategy that will maintain of small island States, which, as is known, have special
the balance of our ecosystems and at the same time secuiehallenges and vulnerabilities, a global assessment of
the betterment of living conditions for the world’s which will be made next year, in keeping with the
population. Barbados Programme of Action. It is expected that the
international community will commit itself to concrete
However, this is easier said than done. Cape Verdemeasures with a view to implementing the engagements
shares the view that, in order for us to confront the problemundertaken under that Programme, which is of particular
of environmental degradation, we should take a newimportance for the sustained development of the small
approach to the dynamics of economic and socialisland States.
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As we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Affairs, Tourism and Information of Saint Vincent and
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the international the Grenadines.
community should seize the occasion to make a detailed
assessment of the global performance in protecting and Mr. Cruickshank (Saint Vincent and the
realizing all the rights of the human person. To this end, anGrenadines): On behalf of the delegation of Saint Vincent
assessment of the implementation of the Vienna Declaratiorand the Grenadines, | extend my warmest congratulations
and Programme of Action over the last five years would to Mr. Didier Opertti on his election as President of the
contribute much. General Assembly at its fifty-third session. His acumen,
scholarship and leadership skills are well known in our
It should be borne in mind that the protection and region through his distinguished participation in various
promotion of all human rights constitutes a major challenge high-level hemispheric forums over the years.
to mankind as we approach the next millennium.
Regrettably, throughout the world, political, ethnic or | also wish to express my delegation’s sincere
religious intolerance, as well as armed conflicts, have appreciation to his predecessor, Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko
brought untold misery to millions of people whose of the Ukraine, who presided over the work of the fifty-
fundamental rights have been violated, including the second session with great distinction.
fundamental right to life. Special emphasis, in this regard,
should be put on the right to development, a fundamental Our esteemed Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr.
human right which, by its very nature, conditions the degreeKofi Annan, has continued to provide outstanding
and themodusof realization of the other human rights — leadership in the discharge of his duties. My delegation
political, civil, social, cultural and economic rights. commends the Secretary-General for his reform initiatives
designed to make the United Nations a more efficient
Much talk has been heard on the issue of humanorganization, capable of responding to the many
rights. It is not enough, however, to proclaim such rights or challenges it faces, and for his untiring efforts in the
to brag about them without at the same time ensuring thepursuit of world peace and security, long-lasting
conditions, including the economic conditions, for their prosperity and international cooperation. Our own
effective implementation, a task that especially requiresUniversity of the West Indies, acting on behalf of the
action on the part of the United Nations system and theregion, has honoured him appropriately for his work in
international community in general. this regard.

The people of East Timor are still deprived of their Since the signing of the Charter some 53 years ago,
fundamental rights, especially the inalienable right to the world can celebrate numerous progressive changes in
dispose of their own destiny. Cape Verde, in keeping with which the United Nations has played a significant part.
the United Nations principles it has always upheld, once United Nations peacekeepers have been instrumental in
again emphasizes the need for the observance of angreserving peace and stability in troubled areas of the
respect for the right of self-determination of the East globe, and the Organization’s humanitarian missions have
Timorese people, and encourages the efforts undertaken bipeen effective in alleviating suffering among many people
the international community, under the authority of the throughout the world.

Secretary-General, with a view to protecting and promoting

human rights in that territory, and finding a lasting solution At the same time, there remains a massive gap

that is acceptable. between aspiration and accomplishment. Despite the
unprecedented prosperity that technological advances and

As we approach the next millennium, our countries are the globalization of production and finance have brought
faced with daunting challenges, and the Organization, whichto many countries, especially in the developed world, the
has unequivocally scored some successes, should be capabieajority of mankind is yet under the yoke of persistent
of coping with a rejuvenated role, one which should be poverty.
increasingly more humane and reflecting more solidarity,
aimed at the effective implementation of the lofty ideals The eradication of poverty remains a priority for
that are its foundation. developing countries. The Government of Saint Vincent

and the Grenadines is committed to the uplifting of the lot

The Acting President: | now call on His Excellency  of the poor and disadvantaged sections of our society. In
The Honourable Allan Cruickshank, Minister for Foreign this regard, my Government’s specific policy and
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programme objectives over the medium and long term arein a region which has made steady socio-economic
designed to promote sustained economic growth andprogress since the widespread social turbulence of the
development in ways that expand employment, raise1930s?
incomes, improve living standards, increase productive
capacity and reduce poverty. We therefore call for the In spite of the special difficulties faced by small
creation of a supportive international environment. We alsoisland developing countries like Saint Vincent and the
call on the developed countries to fulfil the commitments Grenadines, we are meeting all our international
undertaken for the provision of additional financial obligations and have acceded to several bilateral and
resources in combating world poverty, that social multilateral programmes on the eradication of illicit drugs.
malignancy which is seminal many of the other problems We have the will to fight this scourge in the international
that plague developing countries. community, but friendly nations should also understand
our vulnerabilities.
It would be remiss of me not to take this opportunity
to thank the European Union for its unwavering support and My Government is scrupulously committed to the
most recent decision on the banana regime for African,defense and enhancement of the democratic process which
Caribbean and Pacific countries, within the framework of has emerged in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and
the Lomé Convention on economic cooperation, trade andother countries of the Caribbean Community since the
development. The new arrangements are compatible withmid-1940s with the attainment of universal adult suffrage.
the rules of the World Trade Organization (WTO), and will Our democracies are based on respect for human rights,
allow this important regional industry to achieve a on recognition, in policy and practice, that the distribution
sustainable level of growth. These new arrangements als@f national resources is disparate and that all our people
create an appropriate environment for the survival of aaspire to a decent standard of living, on the creation of
restructured and competitive banana industry. It is thereforeeconomic and other opportunities for personal
quite alarming to learn that the United States of America development and on the observance of free and fair
and some of our hemispheric friends in Latin America are elections under our Constitution.
about to challenge the new arrangements.
After the fourth consecutive election victory of 15
Such actions force us to revisit the Charters of June 1998, the New Democratic Party (NDP) Government
regional and international organizations of which we are aof Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, under the pragmatic
part and question the efficaciousness of our membershipand visionary leadership of the Rt. Honourable Sir James
These incomprehensible stratagems on the part of friendly&=. Mitchell, reiterates its commitment to these principles,
countries nurture a pervasive cynicism among our peoplesas we join with the international community in building
who chastise Governments for cooperating with those whoa better life for our people in the twenty-first century.
say one thing and then act in a totally contrary manner that
is injurious to our best interests. My delegation strongly condemns the recent acts of
terrorism which occurred in Kenya, Tanzania, Northern
My delegation is amazed by the blind and apathetic Ireland and Cape Town, South Africa. Violence should
position of the United States of America on the issue. We never be the way to settle disputes. The deaths of so
are told that no harm is meant to Saint Vincent and the many innocent people in such outrageous acts can never
Grenadines and other Caribbean banana-producinge justified. My delegation therefore urges that all parties
countries, while efforts are made to undermine our socialinvolved must review their policies, settle their disputes
stability, which is facilitated by the export of our bananas peacefully and use reason instead of the bomb. My
under the provisions of the Lomé Convention. Government fully supports the Good Friday Agreement
brokered by the United States in Northern Ireland. It
Mr. Mangoaela (Lesotho), Vice-President, took the provides an acceptable framework for the resolution of
Chair. deep-seated, historic differences in that part of the world.

How can we convince our citizens of the need to My delegation is very concerned about the illicit
combat the production, use and trade in illicit drugs if our transfer and proliferation of small arms and light weapons
banana industry is destroyed? Is it really possible that ourand their accumulation in many countries. These activities
friends, especially the United States, want to see theconstitute a real threat to national and regional security
proliferation of instability, insecurity and extreme poverty and can contribute to the destabilization of States. We
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urge Member States to cooperate in taking steps to dealGrenadines are beginning the process of forging a new
effectively with this increasing problem. My country was constitution for the governance of the country in the
pleased to sign the Inter-American Convention Against thetwenty-first century.
Illicit Production and Trafficking in Firearms, Ammunition,
Explosives and Other Related Materials, at the Organization As we commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the
of American States in November 1997. My Government Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the
wishes to express its appreciation for the adoption in 1996,International Year for Human Rights, we call on Member
by the Disarmament Commission, of guidelines in States to remember the rights of the 21 million people in
resolution 46/36 H of 6 December 1991. However, we feel Taiwan. The Republic of China on Taiwan, both
that there is need for greater urgency in advancing prosperous and democratic, deserves to be readmitted as
initiatives to deal with this issue at a global level. a member of the United Nations, even as it pursues the
goal of reunification. It is necessary that the United
The end of the cold war rekindled aspirations for Nations provide the forum for discussion that will provide
lasting peace and prosperity. The dismantling of the Berlin the framework for the peaceful reunification of both sides
Wall heightened expectations for a peace dividend.of the Taiwan Strait.
Unfortunately, the United Nations has to continue utilizing
most of its resources in managing or containing conflicts of My delegation congratulates the Palestine Liberation
varying origins and intensity in many parts of the world. Organization (PLO), for its recent success in obtaining
The role of the United Nations in the maintenance of additional rights and privileges, such as the right to
international peace and security has become even mor@articipate in the debate of the General Assembly and the
relevant than before. The situations in Angola, Burundi, the right of reply. We hope that this new status will serve to
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the Great Lakes region,enhance, rather than adversely affect, the peace talks
the Western Sahara and the Middle East, among manypetween the PLO and Israel. Saint Vincent and the
others countries, continue to occupy the attention of thisGrenadines strongly supports the Middle East peace
Organization. process and the negotiations which seek the full
implementation of the Oslo accords.
We are dismayed that, in spite of the end of cold-war
rivalry, the unfortunate people of Cyprus must continue to With the changing world environment, the
accommodate the division imposed on their country. Organization has assumed new prominence, and there is
renewed hope and high expectations for, as well as new
As we approach the new millennium, our world is still ideas on, the functioning of the General Assembly and, in
threatened by the existence of nuclear weapons andarticular, the reform of the Security Council. Let us not
weapons of mass destruction and the potential for theirlose momentum in our common quest to give new life to
further proliferation. The time has come for all countries to this Organization.
commit themselves to the goal of complete eradication of
weapons of mass destruction. | call for universal support for We repeat our call, made during the Assembly’s
the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, fifty-second session, for an increase in both the permanent
Production and Transfer of Anti-Personnel Mines and on and non-permanent membership of the Security Council.
Their Destruction. The Convention is clear on the total banJapan and Germany deserve their seats as permanent
on anti-personnel mines, which have taken the lives of somembers, but Latin American and the Caribbean, Africa
many innocent civilians, mostly women and children. and Asia must be given permanent seats, which should be
rotated among aspiring countries in those regions.
In the nation-States of the Caribbean Community, the
dawn of a new millennium challenges us to assert our There has been much debate on whether new
independence and demonstrate our maturity by craftingpermanent members should have the same rights as the
creative constitutional arrangements, suited to our particularold permanent members. There must be no discrimination,
historical, cultural and political evolution. We have come and no two classes of permanent members. As regards the
thus far with constitutions moulded for us by colonial veto currently held by permanent members, in the opinion
masters. In the era of independence, we have experiencedf my delegation, it is time for its abolition. We must be
the shortcomings of these original instruments. Many of our guided by the key word, “democracy”, as we move to
sister countries have already embarked on this mission, andeform the United Nations.
the Government and people of Saint Vincent and the
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As a member of the Alliance of Small Island States, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is a small but
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines fully supports initiatives beautiful plural country, striving to maintain its
to protect the environment. The effects of global warming agricultural, tourism and other service industries in this
are of grave concern to small islands like ours, whoseera of globalization. We, like so many developing
coastal areas may become submerged, and whose protectiwuntries today, suffer from the problems related to
coral reefs are at risk of total destruction. Meteorologists unemployment. We will continue to identify new and
tell us that July 1998 was the hottest month since reliablenon-traditional areas, such as informatics and financial
records have been kept. We in the Caribbean can hardlyservices, in order to create opportunities for our people,
doubt this, given the exceptional heat wave and humidity particularly our youth.
which we have experienced this year. Our region also
continues to be battered by more frequent and stronger We must express concern about Draconian
hurricanes, as evidenced this year again. immigration laws and regulations being adopted by an

increasing number of countries. As a region where

Hurricane Georges has devastated several islands irmigration has been of historic importance, the Caribbean
the Caribbean, leaving over 300 dead and hundreds oftould be severely affected by these restrictions. These
millions of dollars in damage to infrastructure, homes and stringent immigration policies have led to massive and
utilities in its wake. The Gulf coast of the United States summary deportations of immigrants from our region and
mainland has also suffered from the effects of that other developing countries. Some people face
hurricane, providing us with a stark reminder that the forcesdehumanizing abuse and death as they try to escape from
of nature respect no borders. | take this opportunity to poverty by seeking refuge in more developed countries.
extend condolences and solidarity to all those who have lost need not emphasize how serious a threat these actions
relatives and loved ones, and to the Governments of thepose to the social and economic well-being of the peoples
affected countries. Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, withof the Caribbean region.
its limited resources, has already embarked on a programme
of assistance to our sister countries in the Caribbean, where ~ The United Nations stands at the threshold of a new
we know that each one of us is our brother’s keeper. millennium. We pray that it continues to perform its

rightful role in addressing the many issues that occupy us

The ecologically vulnerable islands and low-lying in our everyday lives. We believe that the reforms that we
coastal States of the Caribbean are subject to all the acutall desire will build on progress already made in areas of
consequences of urbanization and resource exploitation. Wénternational cooperation.
are exposed to the danger of waste being dumped in our
seas and a rise in sea level as well as other effects of Let us work together and give meaning to our
climate change. There must be a strong commitment to theCharter, to save succeeding generations from the scourges
reduction in greenhouse emissions. We must carry theof war, poverty and hunger. Let us reaffirm our faith in
momentum to combat climate change well into the twenty- fundamental human rights, the dignity and worth of the
first century in order to reduce the danger posed to ourhuman person and particularly the equal rights of man
States. and woman, and of nations large and small.

The issue of the sustainable development of small Address by the Honourable Denzil Douglas, Prime
island developing States involves much more than beacheMinister and Minister for National Security, Foreign
and coral reefs. It is about the existence of effective Affairs, Finance, Planning and Information of Saint
partnerships between peoples and Governments, anditts and Nevis
between developed and developing countries.

The Acting President: The Assembly will next hear

It is against this backdrop that we look forward to the an address by the Prime Minister and Minister for
special session to review the Global Conference on theNational Security, Foreign Affairs, Finance, Planning and
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing Information of Saint Kitts and Nevis.

States, which is scheduled for 1999. We expect the review

to result in concrete and practical outcomes, and to foster The Honourable Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister

the requisite political commitment to the process. and Minister for National Security, Foreign Affairs,
Finance, Planning and Information of Saint Kitts
and Nevis, was escorted to the rostrum.
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The Acting President: | have great pleasure in Today, | stand before the Assembly having
welcoming the Prime Minister and Minister for National witnessed firsthand the effects of hurricane Georges,
Security, Foreign Affairs, Finance, Planning and which brought all sectors of the economy of Saint Kitts
Information of Saint Kitts and Nevis, His Excellency The and Nevis to a standstill and increased the possibility of
Honourable Denzil Douglas, and inviting him to address the suffering. In a matter of a few hours, the growth and
General Assembly. progress of the last few years have been literally wiped

from the landscape of our lives. Large sectors of our rural

Mr. Douglas (Saint Kitts and Nevis): It is indeed my communities in particular now appear to be reverting to
privilege, on behalf of the Government and people of Sainta state of abject poverty.

Kitts and Nevis, to have this opportunity once again to
address the General Assembly. This is the stark reality — the reality of small island
developing States. We have no tolerance for bureaucrats
| feel especially pleased to participate this year, which or financial houses telling us which levels of development
coincides with the commemoration of the fiftieth are acceptable. Our reality after a hurricane is about
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, people living without the basic necessities that we all take
an instrument that has sought for the last 50 years tofor granted. It is about families displaced, having to watch
protect and advance the political, social and cultural humantheir dreams in ruins. It is about women and children
rights of peoples around the world. made homeless. This is about real life, not just figures
arbitrarily concocted for dubious purposes.

Throughout this half-century, the debate on human
rights has focused critical attention on cultural, social and It seems that we have become a community that
political rights. Regrettably, we have failed to develop an relies heavily on figures. Therefore, let me share some of
international agenda which includes economic rights as anthese figures here. Initial estimates of the damage and
integral part of fundamental human rights. loss in productivity caused by only one hurricane have

been placed at over $400 million, far exceeding the gross

Conceptually, political human rights, now a critical domestic product of Saint Kitts and Nevis. An estimated
component of some foreign policy positions, have been85 per cent of the residential housing stock suffered slight
fused imperceptibly with democracy, hence politics and to major damage; of that 85 per cent, approximately 25
human rights have become synonymous. | too am anper cent was destroyed. The agricultural sector, one of the
advocate of human rights protection, and | believe strongly major pillars on which the Saint Kitts and Nevis economy
that if we insist on politics in human rights, the politics stands, has been devastated.
should be to enhance human dignity and the human
condition by including all rights. The corpus of human Agricultural output — sugar and non-sugar alike —
rights demands innovative approaches whereby anis expected to be reduced by as much as 50 per cent next
individual's human rights are not measured only by the year. The health sector and our ability to provide high-
freedom to vote but also by the right to self-development in quality care have been seriously compromised. Not only
a holistic sense. did the smaller rural hospitals suffer damage to property

and equipment, but also the Federation’s main hospital,

On the eve of the new millennium, | am still quite the Joseph N. France General, lost a significant portion of
dissatisfied with the level of attention the world community its roof, and damage to equipment and stocks is
is paying to the severe economic, environmental andconsiderable.
potential political problems that threaten small island
developing States. These problems are not new to this The scene of devastation is equally mind-boggling
forum; they are well established and documented facts. and severe in other neighbouring islands, such as Haiti,

the Dominican Republic, Antigua and Barbuda, Cuba and

Only last year, | spoke about the vulnerability of small St. Maarten. The suffering in my country is therefore not
island States and the need to establish practical, viableunique. However, the fact that we suffer the same fate
programmes to help us in our own development process. lyear after year and rebuild only to watch our progress
lamented also last year the serious and ill-conceived notionrwashed and blown away so easily speaks to the need to
of graduating small States like Saint Kitts and Nevis into look seriously at the vulnerability of small island States.
artificial categories based on gross national product per
capita.
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I make an urgent appeal for the international proliferation, warmongering, economic inequity, and
community to come to the aid of our countries and our disaster prevention and mitigation.
peoples. A draft resolution will shortly be introduced to the
Assembly on countries of the north-eastern Caribbean Inasmuch as this century has brought exceptional
affected by this year's storm, and | urge countries to technological advances, economic initiative and growth,
support this effort by co-sponsoring the draft. Also, | wish the new millennium will demand greater moral strength
to express the gratitude of my Government to thoseand public leadership. It will require its leaders to develop
agencies, persons and Governments which have respondesimilar courage and statesmanship against powerful
so readily in lending assistance. challenges. It will dare us all to harness the moral energy
to transcend partisan agendas in favour of a common
| would hasten to add that the task of rebuilding will global imperative.
not finish as soon as the eyes of the camera shift their
focus, nor will normalcy in its true sense return in a matter It is impractical to alienate an individual’'s human
of weeks. We need material, technical and financial supportrights from the right to development. These are
on an ongoing basis as we rebuild our country. inseparable and paramount. My Government regards the
growth of human rights in its entirety as a genuine step
| feel compelled to reiterate the problems of small towards strengthening democracy itself. In order for
States, especially in the light of continuous attempts todemocracy to take root and the democratic process to
undermine our economies. My Government does not takedevelop in its sincerest sense, we must nurture the
lightly the complaints brought before the World Trade complete range of fundamental human rights. Then and
Organization, which are tantamount to the devastatingonly then will the human person flourish.
hurricane winds on the small, vulnerable banana-producing
economies in the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States.  When we hold ourselves up as standard bearers of
democracy and bastions of human rights protection, it
| also fear that, as such initiatives continue, the sugarbecomes essential to preserve human dignity worldwide.
industry in my own country will suffer a similar fate. Our It has been said,
negligible exports, in percentage terms, cannot pose any

credible threat to any transnational corporation or large “when the empire of man over nature can no longer
producer of bananas and sugar. However, the removal of be easily extended, then the only way for a people
this fragile access, which we must fight to maintain, could to increase its standard of living is by redistributing
wreak untold havoc in social and economic terms on the the sources or fruits of industry from others to
lives of so many poor families in the eastern Caribbean themselves”.

region.

Any real hope for a more peaceful and equitable
The insidious tentacles of injustice have such twenty-first century lies in the evolution of our thinking
tremendous reach that international institutions such as theon human rights and other issues critical to small island
United Nations will be expected to devise ways to arrest its States. One of the most crucial challenges in the coming
corrosive character by lending considerable support to thecentury will be to address the quicksand of uneven
efforts of small island developing countries. economic development within the current economic
system. These have direct consequences for the disparities
| say all this against the backdrop that most decisively, in wealth and resource distribution. | raise the issue of
the twentieth century has etched in our consciousnessulnerability not to crave preferential treatment for our
evidence of the power of the human mind in its infinite region, but because the international community must be
creativity and potential. Now we are able to cure illnesses mindful of our peculiar circumstances.
once thought incurable, and we create technological feats
that boggle the mind. | therefore salute the men and women It is being said that the structure and growth of the
who have made this century great. world investment climate are being shaped by current
events such as the Asian crisis, the European monetary
It becomes critically important, therefore, that as union, along with the creation of the euro, advances in
nations we utilize these landmark developments and sharedechnology, liberalization of national financial markets
experiences as the blueprints for the enormous challengeand their integration into a global market. Where does this
of poverty eradication, illicit drug trafficking, nuclear situation leave small island developing States like Saint
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Kitts and Nevis, especially when so many critical factors but | ask, for whom? Globalization, it is said, offers a
militate against our development priorities? huge reservoir of resources for investment growth,
economic equity and social advancement. However, in my
Foreign direct investment is considered one of the region we are yet to see these promises. In the Caribbean,
main vehicles of the liberalization process. Small we are much more familiar with the risks of globalization.
developing economies are being forced to liberalize and
integrate into the centre of a global economic system which In anticipation of the changes taking place, our
has always relegated us to the periphery. Internationalcountries have made significant reforms. Regrettably,
capital is steadfastly in search of new markets, yet hashowever, the international community, including
continued to overlook our region. Consequently, the vastprominent international financial institutions, has not
majority of the $4 trillion in foreign direct investment spent always rallied in support of our efforts. Each year we
in 1997 bypassed our countries in the Caribbean region. Atbuild and we rebuild, but we are susceptible to external
the centre of international integrated investment flows,  forces such as hurricanes. Our efforts, however, seem to
go unnoticed.
“are large international and transnational corporations
and their affiliates whose global sales volume was Today, the wide rift between expectation and
estimated to have reached some $7 trillion in 1995”. achievements continues to grow. Saint Kitts and Nevis
looks forward to the convening of a special session to
This poses the question of how our agri-based andreview the implementation of the Barbados Programme of
export-oriented economies cope with or even attempt toAction, and the Copenhagen Declaration and Programme
compete against giant transnational institutions in an era inof Action.
which international production has now become more
important than exports in terms of the delivery of goods We urge the United Nations and the international
and services to foreign markets. financial institutions to take a fresh look at ways to help
small developing countries integrate into this emerging
Foreign direct investment, as | have come to system. However, the rules of this system will have to be
understand it, integrates markets through intra-businessnformed by the special situation of vulnerable small
activities and the production systems of countries. island States.
Therefore, our economies cannot participate in this huge
and rapidly growing production system because we have We welcome initiatives on resource mobilization, on
not been given necessary technical, technological andexternal debt relief, on trade and financing for
material support to move into the centre of the global development and on good governance of the international
market place through its main vehicle — that is, monetary and financial systems. Good governance should
production. refer not only to developing countries; it ought to be
extended to include better management of the
To make matters worse, we have not been allowedinternational economic system. Failure to do so would
opportunities to gain appropriate access to those criticallead only to instability, uncivil societies and an
markets, whereas foreign businesses based in thosengovernable global market place.
countries have the access and capability to dominate and
flood our markets with their cheap products. The socio-economic and political dilemma facing
small island developing States must be addressed now;
One only needs to pay casual attention to the media tootherwise, the human and political cost would be too high
appreciate the tendency towards national and transnationdor us to bear.
mega-mergers and strategic economic business alliances
that are taking place around the world. Our region is fast Many small nations pay our assessed contributions
developing a competitive disadvantage. regularly to the United Nations system despite our meagre
resources and the challenges to our national survival. We
Earlier | spoke of injustice. | consider it an injustice therefore expect more. We expect tangible benefits from
when capital can be mobilized and deployed in such waysour membership. It is incumbent on the United Nations to
that could easily destroy the welfare of entire nations with work with small island States to ensure that they reap the
impunity or stifle competition completely. Globalization has rewards of the changing political market economy.
been touted as a great vehicle of opportunity and promise;
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In my address last June to the United Nations specialTo advance the human condition for all humankind will
session on drugs, | assured this community of my require meaningful partnership. Instead of apportioning
Government’'s commitment to fighting the illicit drug trade. blame, | urge Member States to join with me as we
The Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis remains resoluterededicate our energies to the search for lasting solutions.
in its commitment to cooperate in the eradication of the By working together, it becomes easier to find ways of
narcotics trade and associated vices. attaining our national aspirations without trampling on the

legitimate dreams of others.

This noble fight against a most nefarious and well-
financed enemy carries a high financial cost. It is important The Acting President: On behalf of the General
to recognize that the role of consumption is just as Assembly, | wish to thank the Prime Minister and
important as that of supply. Therefore, we have a sharedMinister for National Security, Foreign Affairs, Finance,
responsibility and must focus on joint approaches informedPlanning and Information of Saint Kitts and Nevis.
by cooperation and by mutual respect and understanding.

Saint Kitts and Nevis remains undaunted and relentless in The Honourable Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister

its approach to the interdiction of illicit drugs, as we work and Minister for National Security, Foreign Affairs,
together with all nations in the name of justice, equity and Finance, Planning and Information of Saint Kitts
advancing the human condition. and Nevis, was escorted from the rostrum.

In the spirit of advancing the human condition, my Address by The Honourable Donald Kalpokas, Prime
Government urges restraint, patience and dialogue on theMinister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
critical issues that separate the Chinese people in botiRepublic of Vanuatu
geographic and political terms. It is our sincerest hope that
the common aspirations and expectations of the Chinese  The Acting President: The Assembly will now hear
people will be fulfilled in the near future in an environment an address by the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
of peace and mutual respect. We believe that the familyAffairs of the Republic of Vanuatu.
bonds and historical tradition that have made the Chinese
people a great nation ought to be preserved. We believe The Honourable Donald Kalpokas, Prime Minister
that the time has come for the voice of the millions of and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Chinese people in the Republic of China on Taiwan to be Vanuatu, was escorted to the rostrum.
heard and factored into the international agenda. We believe
that adequate, urgent and practical mechanisms must be  The Acting President: | have great pleasure in
developed to allow them to participate in the work of all welcoming the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign
nations. Affairs of the Republic of Vanuatu, The Honourable

Donald Kalpokas, and inviting him to address the General

In a world bedeviled by so many challenges, and in Assembly.
need of collective action and new resources, we alienate
people and Governments at our own peril. We have an Mr. Kalpokas (Vanuatu): On behalf of the people
obligation to work with and encourage the Chinese peopleand the Government of the Republic of Vanuatu, | wish
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait to support the progressto join previous speakers in congratulating Mr. Didier
made to date, so that the advancement of the humarOpertti on his election to this high and important post.
condition transcends politics. | urge negotiation and the His unanimous election as President of the General
development of confidence-building measures as a way toAssembly at its fifty-third session shows the esteem in
move towards improving cross-Strait relations. which the international community holds both him

personally and his country, Uruguay. The Republic of

We also call on the Government of Iraq to abide by all Vanuatu and its delegation are confident he will guide
United Nations resolutions and to release all Kuwaiti this fifty-third session of the General Assembly to a
prisoners of war and detainees, as well as those from othesuccessful conclusion.
countries.

May | also take this opportunity to express my

In conclusion, as we continue this debate | trust that delegation’s sincere appreciation to his predecessor,
we will be able to move beyond the constraints of the Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko, for his outstanding stewardship
developed/developing country paradigm of us against themin facilitating the work of the fifty-second session of the
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General Assembly. | also wish to commend our Secretary- In our part of the world, these new developments
General, Mr. Kofi Annan, for his wise leadership and his constitute a real threat to the already vulnerable
dedication to the reform and restructuring of our environment of our island economies and populations.
Organization. We ask the President to assure him of ourConfronted with these challenges, many countries in the
total support. Pacific region, including the Republic of Vanuatu, do not
have much choice, at the end of this century, but to
Three years ago, we all gathered here to celebrate thembark on difficult programmes of reform both within
fiftieth anniversary of our Organization and, in particular, their respective Governments and within their societies.
to renew our commitment to the fundamental principles that
created it in 1945. Last year, my predecessor, The Honourable Serge
Vohor, advised this Assembly that Vanuatu had initiated
We also made a strong commitment to further a comprehensive reform programme, with the support of
strengthen our genuine, collaborative efforts to ensure thatoth multilateral and bilateral donor agencies and
this Organization continues to promote global peace, justicecountries. He also made an appeal to this Assembly,
and a healthy environment, as well as to support theexplaining that in order for the reform programme to be
process of sustainable development of its Member nationssuccessful and responsive to the needs of the national
in particular the small island least developed countries suchpopulation, 80 per cent of whom live from subsistence
as those in the Pacific region, including the Republic of farming in rural areas, Vanuatu would continue to need
Vanuatu. the special support accorded to it as a least developed
country.
The current international political and economic
situation has grown ever more complex and makes The role of Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko and the
increasing demands on our own resources and on the&ecretary-General in subsequently facilitating a
support available from our development partners. constructive dialogue and a comprehensive appreciation
of the economic hardships of Vanuatu must be
We are deeply concerned by the continuing escalationcommended.
of such international crimes as drug-trafficking, money-
laundering, terrorism, organized crime and other similar In this regard, the Government and the people of
activities which have the potential to place the sovereignty Vanuatu warmly welcome the recent decision of the
and territorial integrity of small island States at great risk. Economic and Social Council of the United Nations to
The international community must show its genuine defer consideration of Vanuatu’'s graduation from least
collaboration in combating these criminal phenomena if the developed country status, pending full assessment of the
new philosophy of globalization is to progress in a positive usefulness of the vulnerability index and ecological
manner. fragility as criteria for least developed country
designation. We would like to register our most sincere
We do not believe that the world is doing justice to its appreciation and recognition to each and every country
people and to the fundamental principles of peace andand group of countries for their support.
economic prosperity as enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations if we do not observe our joint call for the One of the commitments we all made during the
disarmament of nuclear weapons and other weapons ofiftieth anniversary celebrations in 1995 was to reform our
mass destruction. International security cannot beOrganization so that it could be effective in addressing
guaranteed if we fail to accord priority attention and the problems and needs of its Member States, both
resources to the education and health of humankind and itsndividually and as a group.
survival into the next millennium.
From our perspective — and we have no doubt that
The momentum of the fiftieth anniversary of our others share it — the United Nations must include in its
Organization, the lessons we have learned from pastreform agenda a full assessment and recognition of the
mistakes and our renewed commitment must guide us ininherent particularities of small island States such as the
our pursuit of a better world where, through this Republic of Vanuatu, and the impact of the international
Organization, a renewed sense of mutual trust and genuin@conomic crisis on their economic performance and the
dialogue can be achieved to ease political tensions andsustainability of their political stability.
economic crises in all regions and subregions of the planet.
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The impact of the Asian economic situation and such The Republic of Vanuatu is proud to be associated
recurrent national disasters as tropical cyclones, tidal waveghis year with the fiftieth anniversary of the Universal
and global warming on our island economies has yet to beDeclaration of Human Rights and the fifth anniversary of
fully appraised. This warrants the urgent and dedicatedthe Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.
attention of our Organization.

| am pleased to advise this Assembly that the current

With particular regard to the environment, the first reform programme of the Republic of Vanuatu has taken
chapter of the Barbados Programme of Action for the full account of the above principles and the Government’s
Sustainable Development of Small Island Developing Statescommitment in this regard.
clearly states that small island States are particularly
vulnerable to global climate change and rising sea levels. An example of this commitment is our wider

recognition of the rights and the role of women in our

We would therefore like to suggest, in the spirit of society through the establishment, within the Prime
reform, that the current scope of development-relatedMinister’s portfolio, of a more systematic mechanism of
indicators being used by the United Nations to designate theconstructive dialogue between the Government on the one
status of each Member State be thoroughly reviewed inhand, and the National Council of Women and other non-
close consultation with the Member States and othergovernmental organizations on the other hand. The recent
regional and multilateral organizations, such as the Southenactment of a first ever leadership code for Vanuatu is
Pacific Forum and the Commonwealth. another example in this regard. This will not only ensure

good governance, transparency and the rule of law, but

This is an important exercise at a time when we must will also act as an effective deterrent to corruption and
adjust our national administrative structures, policy abuse of power by national leaders in political circles, in
directives and legal framework to gradually accommodate public service and in the religious community, as well as
the requirements of globalization. It would be unfair and in traditional society.
unrealistic to expect small island least developed countries
to satisfy all the administrative, financial and legal The pursuit and promotion of a free and responsible
requirements of the World Trade Organization, for instance,press and the protection of individual rights are matters
within the same time-frame as the developed countries. Anwhich are receiving more attention under the reform
effective sequencing of the accession process is heededyrogramme. These are real challenges to Vanuatu today,
taking into account the capacity of each country’s political but they are challenges which we are confident that we
and economic system or structure to adjust without can successfully address over time with the necessary
affecting social cohesion. support of the international community.

The Republic of Vanuatu is committed to the principle The right to self-determination must also continue to
of global trade liberalization. The current reform occupy our agenda. The United Nations, as mandated by
programme reflects this. We are asking the internationalits Charter, must be seen to encourage and support
community to recognize that we should be allowed to be dialogue at appropriate political levels in the regions and
integrated on a gradual basis, taking into account ourcountries where human sufferings and social disorder
capacity to administer the process and to adjust to the newcontinue as a direct result of conflict of opinions on the
environment. issue of self-determination. In the Pacific region, we

warmly welcomed the signing earlier this year of the

It is in this same spirit that the Government of the Noumea Accord between the French Government and the
Republic of Vanuatu welcomes the decision of the fifty- major political parties in New Caledonia. We believe that
second session of the General Assembly to convene théhis new agreement marks a stronger commitment by all
Third United Nations Conference on the Least Developedparties to work together to support an irreversible trend
Countries in the year 2001. for the future political status of New Caledonia.

It is still in this spirit that the Government of the As | said earlier, the world and our Organization will
Republic of Vanuatu endorses the Declaration of the eighthbe going through very challenging times as we are set to
annual meeting of ministers from least developed countriesturn the page of this century and start a new one. The
adopted on 28 September 1998. credibility of the United Nations in the next millennium

will be measured in terms of its effectiveness in
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responding to the real situations prevailing in its Member address the priorities it has set itself to accomplish. We
States, especially in small island States. It is therefore vitaltherefore reiterate our call for arrears owed to the United
that we all support and supplement the process of reformNations to be paid in full, on time and without
spearheaded by the Secretary-General and aimed gbreconditions.
streamlining and strengthening the Organization.
The reform of the Security Council is without doubt
The Acting President: On behalf of the General the core issue which must be addressed, with a view to
Assembly, | wish to thank the Prime Minister and Minister making the Council more democratic. Essentially, the
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Vanuatu for the Council must be enlarged to enhance its credibility and at
statement he has just made. the same time to reflect the universal character of the
United Nations; this would remove the imbalances that
The Honourable Douglas Kalpokas, Prime Minister characterize the present composition of the Council. To
and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of this end, the Zambian delegation wishes to reiterate the
Vanuatu, was escorted from the rostrum. call made at the twelfth Summit of the Countries of the
Non-Aligned Movement, held in Durban, in neighbouring
The Acting President: | call next on His Excellency  South Africa, that expansion of the Security Council
The Honourable Keli Walubita, Minister for Foreign Affairs should be by no less than 11 new seats, based on the
of Zambia. principle of equitable geographical distribution and, of
course, bearing in mind the sovereign equality of Member
Mr. Walubita (Zambia): Let me start by States.
congratulating Mr. Didier Opertti on his election as
President of the General Assembly at its fifty-third session. Zambia further reiterates its support for the demand
In the same breath, | thank his predecessor, His Excellencythat the regions of Africa, Asia and Latin America and
Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko of Ukraine, for the able manner in the Caribbean should now have permanent seats on an
which he conducted the work of the fifty-second session. | expanded Security Council.
also wish to express my delegation’s sincere appreciation to
our brother, the Secretary-General, His Excellency Mr. Kofi With specific regard to Africa, my delegation wishes
Annan, for his wise leadership of the United Nations and to reaffirm the decision taken at the summit of heads of
for his exceptional report on the work of the Organization. State of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in
Harare in 1997 that five seats, of which two permanent,
We are gathered here once again to review theshould be allocated to the African continent and that, in
international situation. The fifty-second session of the a 26-member Security Council, the African seats should
Assembly had before it the document submitted by thebe rotated in accordance with the agreed criteria of the
Secretary-General entitled “Renewing the United Nations: African Group. My delegation further wishes to reiterate
a programme for reform”. The debate on that item was asthe common view that the veto power in the Security
serious as it was animated. It became clear that the UnitedCouncil is a mere anachronism. It must be restricted and
Nations in its present form is unable to respond to the ultimately eliminated.
realities of the present world order, much less to the
exigencies of the new millennium. For the United Nations In the field of international peace and security, the
to do so, it must reinvent itself, and become more need for disarmament in all its aspects is as urgent as
democratic, efficient and, of course, financially stable. This ever. To be sure, the lure of nuclear-weapons possession
would befit an Organization created to serve the demandinghas become even stronger and the use of conventional
needs of humankind through its impact on economic andweapons, particularly small arms, is prevalent in the
social development, especially in the developing countries.world today.
Zambia would like to reiterate that the development
mandate of the United Nations must be given priority and To put an end to nuclear-weapons proliferation, the
prominence in the reform process. nuclear-weapon States have a major responsibility to lead
the international community towards nuclear disarmament,
Furthermore, after the issue of reform was debated lastparticularly in the Conference on Disarmament. The
year, it was made clear that the critical financial situation Conference must establish an ad hoc committee to begin
of the United Nations was itself a major stumbling block to negotiations on a phased programme for the complete
the Organization’s efforts not only to reform itself, but to elimination of nuclear weapons within a specified time-
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frame. The nuclear-weapon States should also lead thénopes were pinned on the Lusaka Protocol. We hope,
international community in sustained efforts to conclude a therefore, that in spite of the setbacks, the international
nuclear weapons convention. community, through this body, will reassert its authority
and use its immense wisdom to put the Angolan peace
Furthermore, Zambia believes that the time is now process back on track.
overdue for the convening of the fourth special session of
the General Assembly devoted to disarmament, which Zambia wishes to recognize the very noble and
would offer an opportunity for a thorough review and professional efforts of our brother, the late Alioune
assessment of the implementation of the provisions of theBlondin Beye, in this process. He died without seeing his
Final Document of the first special session of the Generalefforts result in peace and stability in Angola. May his
Assembly devoted to disarmament, held in 1978. soul rest in peace. It is important, however, to ensure that
his efforts were not in vain by working harder ultimately
Allow me at this juncture to turn to the situation in to bring durable peace to Angola.
our region, with specific reference to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, Angola and, of course, Lesotho. My country is also concerned about recent
developments in Lesotho. As a member of SADC,
With regard to the situation in the Democratic Zambia is fully in support of the role which that
Republic of the Congo, | want to confirm that Zambia, organization is playing in trying to bring about a peaceful
through its President, Mr. Frederick Chiluba, has beensettlement. In this regard, we wish to appeal to the
actively involved in the search by all regional leaders for a international community to give necessary support to the
lasting and peaceful solution. The leaders of the SouthernSADC efforts, spearheaded by Botswana, Mozambique,
African Development Community (SADC), under the able South Africa and Zimbabwe.
leadership of President Mandela of South Africa and other
regional leaders, have done a commendable job in this It is now common knowledge that Africa as a whole
regard — of course, under very difficult circumstances. has begun to make significant economic and political
progress in recent years. However, in many parts of the
As we are all well aware, the maintenance of continent, progress remains threatened or, indeed,
international peace and security is the primary responsibilityimpeded by conflict. United Nations records show that,
of no other body than this Organization and its Security since 1970, more than 30 wars have been fought in Africa
Council. There is no doubt, therefore, that the situation in alone, the vast majority of them intra-State in origin.
the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo, if
unresolved, could pose a threat not only to the region, but In this regard, my delegation wishes once again to
also to international peace and security. The mediationcongratulate our brother, Secretary-General Kofi Annan,
efforts of SADC and other regional leaders therefore for his excellent report to the Security Council last April
deserve the support of the international community in orderon the causes of conflict and the promotion of durable
to forestall the threat to international peace and securitypeace and sustainable development in Africa, which is
which the crisis poses. essentially a blueprint for resolving Africa’s numerous
and complex woes by charting a course for peace and
The situation in Angola has continued to worsen, development.
despite the patience and efforts of the international
community to bring Africa’s oldest civil war to an end. In the area of peacekeeping, Africa has already put
Zambia, as a neighbouring country and as host to the peacen place the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention,
talks which finally resulted in the signing of the Lusaka Management and Resolution to resolve its own conflicts
Protocol in November 1994, is extremely concerned abouton the continent. We salute the efforts of Mr. Salim
the regression in the Angolan peace process. While theAhmed Salim, Secretary-General of the OAU, in this
anger and disappointment of the international community direction. We urge the international community and the
are understandable and justified, it would not be advisableGeneral Assembly to support the Mechanism in order for
for us, at this moment, to abandon the peace process int to function effectively and to the benefit of Africa.
Angola. We have come this far after long and painstaking
efforts and invested a great amount of resources in the The spectre of international terrorism has assumed a
Angolan peace process. We cannot afford now to abandordangerous momentum of its own. It does not discriminate
the Angolan people, who have suffered so much and whoséetween combatants and non-combatants. The brunt of it
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all is in fact borne more by innocent bystanders. The acts The external debt problem is yet another issue that
of terrorism that rocked our sister republics of Kenya, impacts negatively on the economic and social
Tanzania and South Africa, and the subsequent retaliatorydevelopment of many developing countries, Zambia
action on Sudan and Afghanistan, have struck a cord in allincluded. We can recall a number of initiatives put in
of us, without exception. At issue is the unnecessary loss ofplace to resolve this particular problem, but so far none
human life. To protect human life, the international seem to be effective, including the present Heavily
community should seriously address itself to the root causedndebted Poor Countries (HIPC) Debt Initiative, which
of terrorism. The hour has now come for the full not only has targeted too few developing countries but
implementation of the General Assembly Declaration on also has a long transition period before eligibility is
Measures to Eliminate International Terrorism contained in granted.
resolution 49/60, and the International Convention for the
Suppression of Terrorist Bombings adopted at the fifty- It would, however, be a grave oversight to fail to
second session. This Assembly must waste no time in itsacknowledge the commendable efforts of our brother, the
urgent conclusion and effective implementation of a Secretary-General, in this area. Zambia welcomes the
comprehensive international convention on combatinguniform and strong endorsement by the Development
terrorism. Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development of the Secretary-General's
We are happy to note that the United Nations proposals to liberalize and assess the Heavily Indebted
Diplomatic Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Poor Countries Debt Initiative and convert all remaining
Establishment of an International Criminal Court, which official debt owed by the poorest African countries,
was held in Rome, lItaly, this year, adopted the Court's Zambia included, into grants. We also welcome his other
Statute. This is a powerful instrument of justice that the proposals which received similar endorsement by the
international community has given to itself and generationsDevelopment Assistance Committee.
to come. My delegation is pleased that the crime of
aggression falls within the jurisdiction of the Court, Adverse weather patterns continue to bring into
although the Court shall only have jurisdiction over the sharp focus how fragile the global environment is. The
crime once a definition and the conditions under which the recent destruction of life and property by Hurricane
Court shall do its work are agreed upon. In this regard, we Georges in some countries of the Caribbean and four
look forward to a quick resolution of this matter, since States in the United States of America adds to the ravages
resolution 3314 (XXIX) contains most of the elements for of flooding in China and Bangladesh this year. This
definition of the crime of aggression. Assembly will recall that a year earlier Europe faced
similar flooding, while certain parts of Eastern and
Considering what the world has witnessed in our sister Southern Africa faced a combination of flooding and
republic of Rwanda and in the former Yugoslavia, we drought. All these are reminders to the international
welcome the inclusion, under war crimes, of cases of armedcommunity to meet the challenges caused by climate
conflict not of an international character. change and other adverse environmental factors and we
reiterate our call to the international community to
Let me now, on behalf of my delegation, turn to the promote environmental sustainability with renewed
world economy, which is becoming more integrated. commitment.
Globalization and liberalization are indeed the current
economic wave, and will continue in years to come. They Transnational deflationary forces are threatening
have, however, far-reaching implications, in particular for global economic stability. In this uncertain outlook, the
the developing countries, as reflected in the currentfortunes of many countries are under constant threat. For
international financial confusion or turmoil. The United Africa, which is just emerging from the lost decade of the
Nations faces the great challenge of coming up with 1980s, the emerging global economic turmoil will add
initiatives to manage globalization and liberalization in such new strains to the process of promoting economic growth
a manner that they benefit the entire community of nations,and development. Indeed, it is already clear that concern
without exception. Processes of globalization and about the emerging global economic turmoil neglects the
liberalization that undermine development are not in the challenges facing Africa, as if to reaffirm its
interests of the international community. marginalization in the world economy.
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In a spirit of interdependence, we in Africa call upon We welcome all the efforts of the Secretary-General,
the international community not to overlook and forget the Mr. Kofi Annan, for the benefit of the Organization and
challenges of Africa. Africa needs a conducive international its Member States, and sincerely wish him further success
environment that will contribute to resolving the continent’s on his way, which is strewn not with roses alone.
external debt crisis, growing poverty, slow export growth
and other impediments to its development. With appropriate respect and great appreciation for

the activities of the President of the General Assembly at

In this regard, we are pleased to note that Japan willits fifty-second session, Mr. Hennadiy Udovenko of
soon be convening the Second Tokyo International Ukraine, we wish him important achievements in his
Conference on African Development. We salute Japan. Andactivities as a Member of Parliament in his native
we hope this forum will offer an opportunity to relaunch country.
the dialogue on African development.

Today, on the very threshold of the third

Zambia, like many other developing countries, has millennium, it becomes clear for the majority of Member
been implementing a very painful structural adjustment States that the time has come to take comprehensive
programme anchored on macroeconomic stabilization,measures for everyone to turn the determination of the
privatization and, of course, commercialization. The policies peoples of the United Nations, declared in its Charter,
we have undertaken have been critical to boosting andinto reality “to save succeeding generations from the
sustaining economic growth and development. Over the passcourge of war ... to practice tolerance and live together
few years Zambia has undergone a remarkablein peace with one another as good neighbours”. In fact,
transformation. We have an open economy driven by thethat was the ultimate goal behind all the diverse activities
private sector. In the second generation of economicof the United Nations in the years after its Charter came
reforms that we are embarking upon our major focus is oninto force in 1945.
the reduction of poverty by 50 per cent by the year 2004.

We invite the international community to come and play a The world goes through non-stop change. Today the
role in our economic programme. global environment in which Member States cooperate to
achieve the goals of the Charter is different from that of

Let me conclude by stating that Zambia believes that, half a century ago. United Nations activities should reflect
as we stand on the threshold of the new millennium, we allmore adequately those sweeping changes of the second
have a collective responsibility in this community of nations half of the twentieth century, many of which shattered the
to chart a new course to strengthen our Organization. Weworld.
need a strong United Nations to meet the exacting demands

of the future. By strengthening it, we all strengthen The Government of the Republic of Belarus has
ourselves. Zambia pledges to be a positive partner in thisbeen persistent and consistent in its efforts to promote
noble endeavour. peace, friendship, good-neighbourly relations and

mutually beneficial cooperation. This policy is enshrined
| thank the Assembly for listening to me. | thank those in the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus, chapter 18
representatives — most of those present — who noddedof which, in particular, declares:
their heads in appreciation. | thank my brothers and sisters

from the Southern African Development Community “In its foreign policy the Republic of Belarus
(SADC) for being with me. proceeds from the principles of the equality of
States, non-use of force or the threat to use force,
The President (interpretation from Spanish)l call inviolability of frontiers, peaceful settlement of
next on His Excellency, The Honourable Ivan Antonovich, disputes, non-interference in internal affairs of States
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Belarus. and other universally acknowledged principles and

standards of international law.
Mr. Antonovich (Belarus): Please accept our sincere

congratulations, Sir, on the occasion of your election to “The Republic of Belarus pledges itself to
preside over the fifty-third session, as well as our wishes make its territory a neutral, nuclear-weapon-free
for success in realizing the goals and principles of the State.”

United Nations.

30



General Assembly 22nd plenary meeting
Fifty-third session 30 September 1998

Thus the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus is upon thousands, if not millions of people, have been
consistent with all our obligations under the United Nations killed. Nevertheless, hostilities continue in different
Charter and other instruments of international law to which regions of the globe. Conflicts in Africa, the Middle East
Belarus is a party. and the Balkans stay unresolved; still unsettled are
situations in Cyprus and other regions. In these
The United Nations is to define far-reaching goals and tremendously difficult circumstances the United Nations
guidelines for international cooperation into the twenty-first is continuing to fulfil its responsibility with dignity. Yet
century. Everybody wants to be better off, to have the there is ample room for further improvement.
opportunity to work and live in peace and freedom. There
is a need for the United Nations to elaborate an effective We consider that the principles of the peaceful
legislative, economic, social and political framework to give settlement of disputes and non-interference in internal
humankind an opportunity to realize these legitimate affairs should be strictly observed while bringing about
aspirations in an environment much more favourable thanreconciliation in regional and domestic conflicts. Any
the one we have had in the century that draws to its close enforcement measures should only be applied following
the adoption of a Security Council resolution.
Most global problems are persistent, hard to resolve Accordingly, the use of force by individual States or
and resist old approaches. We should seek new solutionsegional organizations at their own discretion should not
and reach agreements to do away with the problems inbe permissible. One of the objectives stipulated in the
unconventional, innovative ways. | believe that the United Nations Charter, in the preamble, is “to ensure, by
proposed reform of the United Nations will give us a good the acceptance of principles and the institution of
opportunity to achieve this. Our attitude to the reform was methods, that armed force shall not be used, save in the
defined in the letter of the President of the Republic of common interest”.
Belarus, His Excellency Mr. Alyaksandr Lukashenka, to the
Secretary-General. We must ensure that reforming the It is difficult for the Government and people of the
activities of the United Nations does not disrupt the Republic of Belarus to comprehend why in certain
attainment of its goals and the implementation of its quarters the idea of a military attack on the sovereign
principles or derogate the interests of Member States andState of Yugoslavia is being publicly discussed just
regional groups. Reforms should not mean disorganizationbecause the latter decided to solve its domestic problems,
Reforms should mean the synergy of the best Unitedthough really complicated, in its own way and would not
Nations achievements in all areas of its activities, which rubber-stamp recipes enforced from outside. It is also
have been developed for more than half a century. Wetime that Yugoslavia's full membership of the United
believe in the ability of the Secretary-General and his staff Nations be resumed. The mere threat of the use of force
to lead our Organization exactly in the required direction. could seriously disrupt peace and stability in Europe,
revive old fears and animosities and generate more
On its part, the Republic of Belarus will do its utmost distrust.
to contribute in all ways possible to the enhancement of the
efficiency of the United Nations and its specialized The very serious problems that humanity faces today
agencies, and will seek generally acceptable agreements ooan be solved by reason and joint actions, rather than by
all the issues of the global agenda. Strengthening the Unitedorce. Paradoxically, despite the ever growing industrial
Nations system and reforming the Security Council on the and economic output in the world, the number of people
basis of just and balanced representation of the regionaliving below the poverty line is not diminishing. More
groups would be most instrumental in this respect. Togetherand more people are becoming refugees or displaced
with other East European States, in particular members ofpersons. Humanism, justice, fairness and respect for
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), Belarushuman rights have not become universal. Terrorism,
has been an active initial proponent of the demand toorganized crime and illegal drug trafficking have not been
allocate an additional non-permanent seat to that group overcome, and even tend to grow. We share the
in the expanded Security Council. Secretary-General’'s view that the forces of globalization
“pose extraordinary opportunities, as well as enormous
People all over the world and the international challenges”. A/53/1, para. 229 The recent financial
community as a whole can no longer tolerate the killing of crisis in many parts of the world is one of the latest and
human beings in inter-State and intra-State armed conflictsclearest manifestations of that.
During the years after the Second World War thousands
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Ecological interdependence has not yet become aTherefore, the Belarus initiative of retaining a nuclear-
matter of common awareness, as evidenced, in particularweapon-free status quo in Central and Eastern Europe is
by the attitude to efforts to mitigate the after-effects of the also stalled. The emergence of new nuclear-capable
Chernobyl disaster. Belarus, which absorbed 70 per cent otountries also affected the situation with regard to the
all the radioactive Chernobyl fallout, spends one fifth of its existing nuclear-weapon-free zones, whose members have
budget annually to eliminate the consequences of theyetto win the acknowledgement of their nuclear-weapon-
Chernobyl catastrophe. We are grateful for all international free status by the nuclear States. Moreover, there are no
assistance, particularly in the rehabilitation of children. At guarantees that other “threshold” States will not express
the same time, the United Nations has prepared the interin the future their intention to join the “nuclear club”. We
agency programme of international assistance to areasirge those Member States which have not yet done so to
affected by the Chernobyl disaster, in order to revive accede to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
international interaction for Chernobyl programmes and Weapons (NPT) and the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban
make it more purposeful and effective. Furthermore, the Treaty (CTBT). We would also welcome progress in the
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian respective activities of the Conference on Disarmament
Affairs has organized two international special donor and the United Nations Disarmament Commission.
meetings to raise funds for the implementation of this
programme, estimated at $74 million. Yet the results of In view of the above, a more constructive approach
those meetings appear modest so far and demonstrate @ the issue of disarmament and arms limitationter
disappointing deficit of international solidarity with the alia, in the nuclear field, is called for. The reduction of
affected countries in solving their problems. nuclear stockpiles currently under way in the United

States and Russia is to be complemented by similar

Given the global dimensions and implications of the efforts by other holders of nuclear weapons, so as to
disaster, | would like to take this opportunity to again call jointly facilitate the complete disbanding of nuclear and
on the donor countries, international organizations and non-other means of mass destruction. It is the ultimate
governmental organizations to consider every possibility of objective. To attain it, a number of specific prerequisites
their participation in financing the implementation of the must be created.
programme.

I would like to refer in particular to the statement of

It is common knowledge that Belarus took an the NATO ministerial meeting on 10 December 1996,
unprecedented step in post-world-war history by voluntarily confirmed by the NATO heads of State or Government in
and unconditionally renouncing the nuclear arsenal in itsthe Founding Act on Mutual Relations, Cooperation and
possession. Ukraine and Kazakhstan undertook similarSecurity between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
measures, but at a later stage. These initiatives receive@nd the Russian Federation of 27 May 1997, which
unanimous high international appreciation, as confirmed bymaintains that “the NATO States have no intention, plan
relevant United Nations resolutions, and were also endorsear reason to deploy nuclear weapons on the territory of
by North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) member the new members.” We believe that that statement by
States, which explicitly welcomed the step. The latter NATO deserves approval by a General Assembly
specifically voiced, through NATO’s Secretary-General, its resolution.
support of the goal shared by Belarus to “establish a
common security system that would meet the interests of all | should also mention the 1996 Stockholm
States”. At first, it seemed that there was a will to legally Declaration of the Organization for Security and
consolidate a newly emerging international security systemCooperation in Europe (OSCE) Parliamentary Assembly,
and to promote disarmament, non-proliferation and the non-which contains a reference to the decision of the 1995
use of nuclear weapons. Those aspirations, however, havBlPT Review and Extension Conference that “the
yet to be realized. establishment of additional nuclear-weapon-free zones by

the time of the Review Conference in the year 2000

According to the United Nations Disarmament would be welcome.”NNPT/Conf.1995/32, Part |, Decision
Commission, nuclear-weapon-free zones at present covep, para. 6)
more than half of the Earth’'s surface, with an aggregate
membership of 144 countries. Yet there is still resistance to With due regard to that, we cannot accept the
the creation of new nuclear-weapon-free zones, in theargument that it is premature to discuss and implement
southern hemisphere as well as the northern hemispherghe initiative to create a nuclear-weapon-free space in
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Central and Eastern Europe at this juncture, and that it We hope for a broadening of the United Nations
might only be addressed in the distant future. Inspired byprogramme activities related to solving the problems
new partnerships, we cannot possibly let the existing defaced by the Republic of Belarus and other countries with
facto nuclear-weapon-free status of Central and Easterreconomies in transition.
Europe evaporate. We are convinced that the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free space in Europe would Our people live in a non-violent environment and
constructively contribute to the shaping of a new Europeanwork very hard to overcome current economic difficulties
security architecture aspired to by all the OSCE Memberand achieve substantial output in the State-owned and
States. private sectors. In that context, in 1997 gross domestic
product increased by 10 per cent and industrial output by
The fiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration 17 per cent, and the production of consumer goods also
of Human Rights is widely celebrated this year throughout rose. This all came about as a result of the efforts made
the world. The provisions of the Declaration and other by the Belorussian people, as well as through the
international instruments on human rights, to which Belarus promotion of subregional integration and cooperation with
is a dutiful party, are reflected in the Constitution and other other countries.
legislation of my country and are strictly implemented at
the State level, proceeding from the indivisibility and Belarus, like other CIS States, is painstakingly
interdependency of civil rights and obligations. striving to overcome the tremendous difficulties that
emerged in the country after the breakup of the Soviet
Much has been done in Belarus to highlight the United Union. Now that we are in a period of transition, my
Nations efforts to promote and protect human rights. The country would be justified in expecting encouragement,
Universal Declaration of Human Rights was reprinted and solidarity and support from the international community.
widely circulated. The National Assembly held We would appreciate such support from all countries and
parliamentary hearings devoted to human rights. It shouldfrom every people of the world.
be noted here that the hearings were broadcast live on
Belorussian radio in their entirety. Other undertakings are The Republic of Belarus is committed to the
envisaged, including preparations to introduce the institutionconscientious fulfilment of all its international obligations
of Ombudsman in Belarus. All these efforts are aimed, to under the United Nations Charter in their integrity, and
cite the United Nations Charter, at promoting “social we wish success to the family of nations in this work.
progress and better standards of life in larger freedom”. The
representatives of Belarus will give a detailed account of The President (interpretation from Spanish)We
these matters during the discussion of relevant issues on theave heard the last speaker in the debate for this meeting.
agenda.
A number of delegations have asked to speak in
At the same time, we share the position of other exercise of the right of reply. | remind members that
Member States that there is an ever pressing need tstatements in exercise of the right of reply shall be
observe the United Nations Charter and declarations basetimited to 10 minutes for the first intervention and to five
thereon concerning non-interference in the internal affairsminutes for the second, and should be made by
of States and the protection of their independence anddelegations from their seats.
sovereignty. The same is true of the principles of
international law referring to friendly relations and Mr. Larrain (Chile) (interpretation from Spanigh
cooperation between States. | am obliged to take the floor to refer to aspects of the
statement made this morning by the Minister for Foreign
I would like to pay special tribute to the positive Affairs of Bolivia. While we are convinced that these
experience Belarus has gained in cooperating with Unitedmatters are of no interest to the delegations present, as
Nations bodies. We greatly appreciate the role andneither the United Nations nor any other international
importance of the United Nations Development Programmeforum has any competency with regard to issues relating
(UNDP) in our country regarding human resources to the sovereignty of States, it is our duty to clarify some
development, strengthening the potential of State of his comments.
management, restructuring industries and creating civil
society. First, there is no contested border between Chile and
Bolivia and there are no outstanding sovereignty questions
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between Chile and Bolivia. The 1904 Treaty concerning willing. It goes against the integration process to try to
peace, friendship and trade between Chile and Bolivia,rekindle conflicts from 120 years ago or artfully to
which was freely entered into and broadly supported by theencourage the re-examination of border treaties that are
Bolivian Congress, and which is fully in force, definitively fully in line with international law. Such treaties are the
settled all the territorial and sovereignty issues between ouwvery ones that shape the borders of America and form the
two countries almost a century ago. We therefore hope thabasis of the regional stability that has stimulated the
Minister Murillo, who strangely failed to mention that legal integration process.

instrument, did not give the false and misleading impression

that there may still be an unsettled and outstanding conflict The Government of Chile reaffirms its readiness to

between Chile and Bolivia. continue a constructive bilateral dialogue, without the
need for guidance or supervision. We should like to make
Secondly, | should like to reaffirm that the it clear that if there has been no dialogue over the past

Government of Bolivia can be sure that Chile will continue year it is not for lack of willingness on our part, but is
to guarantee Bolivia access to the Chilean coast inthe result of an aggressive foreign policy directed by
accordance with valid international treaties, providing Bolivia against Chile.
facilities that are greater than those granted to any other
landlocked country in the world. However, it must be made Ms. Raguz (Croatia): | am grateful for this
absolutely clear that Chile is not prepared to discuss matter®pportunity to exercise the right of reply. What | wish to
relating to its national sovereignty. say concerns Mr. Antonovich’s comment with regard to
the resumption by the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia of
Thirdly, if there are no diplomatic relations between full membership of the United Nations. The Security
Chile and Bolivia today it is because they were unilaterally Council and the General Assembly have clearly declared
broken off more than two decades ago by Bolivia. their opinion on the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia as an
However, Chile would have no difficulty in resuming such equal legitimate successor State after the dissolution of
diplomatic relations, on an unconditional basis and whenthe Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. Therefore,
Bolivia is ready. before the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia assumes full
membership of the Organization, it should follow the
Fourthly, Chile has always been ready to cooperatesame procedure as any other new State seeking
with Bolivia on the path of integration and development. membership, as has been done by the other successor
Since 1990, with the advent of democracy in Chile, both States of the former Socialist Federal Republic of
countries have been able to progress in a constructiveYugoslavia.
dialogue that has led to many initiatives about which | need
not go into great detail. Mr. Murillo de la Rocha (Bolivia) (interpretation
from Spanish It is truly imperative for me to comment
The Foreign Minister of Bolivia referred to a on the statement just made by the delegation of Chile,
resolution of the Organization of American States (OAS) because we believe that all matters brought before and
adopted two decades ago at a conference held in the capitalebated in the Assembly should be subject to great
of his country, as well as to a Non-Aligned Movement historical accuracy.
statement. However, he failed to say that for exactly two
decades there has been no support for Bolivia’s approach at  First, the representatives of Chile, at these kinds of
the hemisphere level, and that when members of the Non-meetings, invariably say that there are no outstanding
Aligned Movement expressed their views on the issue Chileproblems with Bolivia, because they were all settled by
was suspended from the Movement because of its internathe 1904 treaty. But that treaty did not resolve the
institutional difficulties. Neither did he mention the many landlocked nature of our country; on the contrary, it
occasions when, in the bodies to which | have referred andsealed it off unfairly. | must emphasize the fact that
in others, there was absolutely no attempt to consider theBolivia agreed to sign that Treaty only after more than 20
unjustified Bolivian allegation, let alone support it. years, which shows the great reluctance of the
Governments and citizens of that era to agree to the loss
We agree with the Foreign Minister of Bolivia that the of our coast. Chile imposed clauses that were eventually
course that both nations should take is the one that leads tincluded in that instrument. The treaty was signed, and
integration. That is the spirit that has inspired Chile. But for Chile began military occupation of the coast and took
that process to move forward the other party must showcontrol of customs. Chile’s Public Treasury received those
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profits. For that reason it is very difficult to state officially alliances or shady manoeuvres. It is asking in a

that these were international negotiations, free from any spirit of fair play.”

pressure, that took away Bolivia's sovereign access to the

Pacific Ocean and to the facilities and advantages of a Mr. Reznikov (Belarus) (nterpretation from

coastal country. Russiai: | was a bit surprised at the statement by the

representative of Croatia, because the Minister for Foreign

As | stated this morning, on many occasions Affairs of the Republic of Belarus in his statement did not

agreements were reached in which Chile agreed to cede téouch upon the question of the procedure of membership

Bolivia a sovereign piece of land providing access to the of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia.

coast. We have ongoing problems as far as free transit is

concerned, mainly in the export of mineral ores. We hope Mr. Larrain (Chile) (interpretation from Spanigh

that at no time soon will we again, here or in another The Minister for Foreign Affairs of Bolivia has once

forum, have to appeal for international solidarity because ofagain tried to distort the facts. Out of respect for the

the grave obstacles impeding the free flow of minerals patience of representatives and the lateness of the hour, |

through the port of Antofagasta. shall not reiterate my country’s position, which is

perfectly clear and well known by the international

With respect to resolutions of the Organization of community, though Bolivia once again pretends to be

American States (OAS), the evidence does not bear out theinaware of it.

contention that Bolivia would have received support only at

the ninth meeting of the OAS in 1979. Let me remind the If the Government of Bolivia truly wishes to opt for

representative of Chile that since 1979 11 consecutivethe course of integration, they will find that Chile always

resolutions have stipulated that the settlement of Bolivia's stands ready for dialogue. Today once again Bolivia's

problem was of interest to the entire hemisphere. strategy has failed.

Furthermore, in the last of those resolutions the issue was

made a standing item on the agenda of the OAS. The meeting rose at 7.05 p.m.

Finally, | think a Chilean should answer a Chilean, so
let me briefly read out what Mr. Vicente Huidobro has said
about this topic:

“Bolivia has asked for a port. What could be
more logical? Any large country in the same situation
would do the same. We Chileans, if we were in the
Bolivians’ shoes, would we not wish access to the
sea? One cannot condemn a country to be perpetually
landlocked. History teaches us that these kinds of
mistakes must be paid for sooner or later. And why
make enemies of people who could be our friends?

“l believe, as a Chilean and as a human being,
that we must sit down and talk with Bolivia, and that
both countries should and must settle in a spirit of
generosity and friendship this serious problem of
Bolivia’'s access to the sea. Let no one think that |
mean that even a little piece of our national territory
should be lost. What | mean is that this problem must
be addressed as soon as possible and resolved in a
way that is mutually beneficial to both countries.
Bolivia's access to the sea is in the hands of Chile,
and it would be sad were Chile to turn a deaf ear to
the voice of its neighbour. Bolivia has a vital need for
a port. It is asking without resorting to threats, secret
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