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Letter dated 2 February 1998 fromthe Pernmanent
Representative of Japan to the United Nations
addressed to the Secretary-General

| have the honour to transnmit the report of the Tokyo I|nternational
Conference on Preventive Strategy, which was adopted on 15 January 1998 in
Tokyo.

| should be grateful if you would have the report issued as a docunent of
the General Assenbly under the items entitled "Cooperation between the United
Nati ons and the Organi zation of African Unity", "Review and inplenentation of
t he Concl udi ng Docunent of the Twel fth Special Session of the General Assenbly:
Regi onal confidence-building neasures: Activities of the United Nations
St andi ng Advi sory Committee on Security Questions in Central Africa", "The
mai nt enance of international security - prevention of the violent disintegration
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of States", "Sustainable devel opnment and international econom c cooperation" and
"Soci al devel opnent, including questions relating to the world social situation

and to youth, ageing, disabled persons and the famly", and of the Security
Counci | .

(Signed) H sashi OMDA
Per manent Representative

of Japan to the

Uni ted Nations



A/ 53/ 63
S/ 1998/ 100
Engl i sh
Page 3

Annex

Report of the Tokyo International Conference on Preventive
Strategy held at Tokyo from 13 to 15 January 1998

1. The International Conference on Preventive Strategy net at Tokyo from 13 to
15 January 1998 to discuss the problemof how to strengthen the preventive
capacities of the United Nations systemfor the prevention of conflicts in
cooperation with regional organizations, non-governnental organizations and
other interested parties. The Conference took as its starting point the concept
that prevention is better than cure. The need for such an effective preventive
strategy is keenly felt at the present juncture, where the proliferation of

regi onal conflicts, and especially conflicts of an intra-state character, are
becom ng ranpant, destroying the basic fabric of society and jeopardizing the
very foundation for governance.

2. Recogni zing that this Tokyo Conference is but a first step in the conpl ex
but necessary process of forrmulating an integrated strategy for conflict
prevention, the participants welcomed the initiative of the Government of Japan
to engage the international conmunity in a joint action for the formulation of
such a preventive strategy by the United Nations.

3. There was general agreement that: (a) the political will of the nenbers of
the international community for preventive action is essential for the
successful conduct of United Nations preventive activities; (b) the probl em of
reconciling the legitimte concern of the international conunity and the
respect for the principle of sovereignty should be carefully addressed; and

(c) the question of providing the United Nations and regional organizations with
financial resources for enhancing their preventive capabilities nmust be
addressed seriously in order to establish a viable systemof preventive

strat egy.

4, Particular focus is placed on the situation in Africa, where the

i npl ement ation of such a strategy for conflict prevention is nost urgently
needed. The result of discussions held at this Conference can al so have a
practical application in various other regions, including Latin Anerica, Asia
and Europe, with necessary adjustnments nade to address the specific needs of
t hose regions.

5. Based on this recognition, it is believed that the followi ng policy
recomrendati ons, which have energed fromthe discussions at the Conference, are
anong the nost inportant elements to be pursued and el aborated in order to
fornulate and i npl enent a new preventive strategy by the United Nations in
cooperation with regional organizations:

(a) A conceptual framework for an integrated preventive strategy, based on
t he conprehensi ve and regi onal approaches, should be el aborated enconpassi ng the
whol e United Nations system regional organizations, countries in the conflict
areas, donor countries and civil society. |In this context, the role of wonen in
conflict prevention should be enphasized. Such a framework should conprise, in
particular, efforts to enhance the preventive capabilities of organizations to
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respond to every phase in the evolution of conflicts, addressing (i) the
fundanental root causes of conflict, (ii) factors that |lead to the escal ati on of
tension, (iii) factors that lead to the eruption of violence and (iv) factors
that contribute to post-conflict peace-building;

(b) The promotion of economic and social progress, as well as the
devel opnent of States and the well-being of people, is a prerequisite for
conflict prevention. Wth this recognition, inportance should be placed,
inter alia, on efforts in such areas as (i) nmanagenment of social diversity,
(ii) alleviation of extrene poverty, (iii) construction of a functioning
denocratic comunity with full respect for human rights and the rule of [aw and
(iv) pronotion and consolidation of a conmunity of val ues, such as tol erance;

(c) dose and organi c cooperation should be pursued anong all the actors
i nvol ved at every phase of the preventive strategy, in particular, with respect
to information collection and analysis and related policy decision capabilities
of the United Nations and the regional organizations;

(d) Regional initiatives for conflict prevention should be pronoted,
wherever feasible, by regional organizations in full cooperation with the
international comunity, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations;

(e) For preventive action to be effective, the tine between the collection
and anal ysis of data, the decision to take action, and the inplenentation of
such a decision should be minimzed through a series of schenes and neasures,

i ncl uding rapi d depl oyment arrangenents and rapi dly depl oyabl e headquarters;

(f) Institutional devel opnent for enhancing the operational capabilities
of preventive strategy, including the early warning capabilities, of the United
Nati ons and regional, as well as subregional organizations, should be pronoted;

(g9) The question of training personnel engaging in preventive strategy and
of building institutional capability for such a strategy should be addressed in
a conprehensive manner. For this purpose, a viable programme for training
personnel at the United Nations and regi onal organizations shoul d be pursued.

6. While a series of recommendati ons, as enunerated in 5 above, should be
pursued as a systemfor preventive strategy, in the nmeantine, the follow ng
concrete neasures could be considered for inplenentation on a case-hby-case
basis, as they neet with general acceptance within the organi zation concerned,
since action is urgently needed in response to conflicts in various parts of the
world, and particularly in Africa.

(a) Increased interaction and col | aboration anong the United Nations and
regi onal, as well as subregional organizations, on the one hand, and with civil
soci ety, including non-governnental organizations, on the other

(b) d ose cooperation between the donor conmunity, the United Nations
system and regional organizations for putting concrete measures into operation
such as the enhancenent of African capacity for conflict prevention, rapid
depl oynent and ot her projects;
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(c) Oganic coordination within the preventive strategy anong rel evant
Uni ted Nations bodies operating in the field in carrying out specific
operations;

(d) Effective nmonitoring of the accunulation and transfer of small arnms in
potential conflict areas;

(e) Inplenentation of joint training programes of the staff by the United
Nati ons and rel evant regional organi zations, with a view to enhancing the
preventive operational capability, in particular, in the areas of early warning
and rapi d depl oynent;

(f) Enhancement of the analytical capability of the United Nations and
regi onal organizations to inprove their early warning systens, in particular
t hrough cl oser cooperation with external resources;

(g9) Maintenance of regular contacts between the personnel engaging in
preventive operations and external experts.

7. The participants wel conmed the intention of the Governnent of Japan to do

its best for the followup of this inportant report of the Tokyo Internationa
Conference on Preventive Strategy.



