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Malta partnership. They also welcomed the fact that the “European
Parliament has taken the initiatives with other parliaments to
begin the Euro-Mediterranean parliamentary dialogue”. The
upcoming discussions initiated by the European Parliament

1.  Guido de Marco, Deputy Prime Minister and Ministefegarding the setting up of a Euro-Mediterranean
for Foreign Affairs of Malta while addressing the Generaparliamentary dialogue will be crucial to that achievement.
Assembly at its current session, stated that, “Like all othdhe preparatory meeting held in Malta at the end of May 1998
Mediterranean States, Malta views the problems of this regi®@s aimed at exploring further ideas to activate, consolidate
with particular concern. At the crossroads of cultures ar@nd develop the Barcelona process and to promote a
civilizations, the Mediterranean is disproportionatelparliamentary contribution to the process, and to the
burdened with turmoil, tension and conflict”. He furthefEuropean Parliament as it embarks on that process. The Malta
underlined that meeting took a number of decisions in the hope that the first
Euro-Mediterranean Parliamentary Forum could lead to more

Resolution Qf eac_h Crisis demanc_is positive action b ubstantive decisions concerning the future of the Forum.
the protagonists directly responsible. Yet, the worl

community can contribute through its efforts and goo@- It was during the Malta Euro-Mediterranean Conference
offices to construct an environment conducive t&hatthe Government of Malta proposed the establishment of
negotiated settlement. The bitter heritage of the pa&t Euro-Mediterranean parliamentary partnership. In
sometimes impedes that contact, which is an essent#pmoting the idea of a parliamentary partnership — a council
first step to the setting up of negotiating structures. [fer the Mediterranean — Malta has once again demonstrated
this effort to overcome obstacles, the internationds commitment to the principles of cooperation and dialogue.
community and individual statesmen have given their falfis Malta's conviction that the consolidation of a permanent
share”. forum at the parliamentary level should help develop and

. . . . . . reinforce political cooperation between peoples with so man
This is the manner in which Malta perceives the situation E\ P P peop y

. . ifferent languages, cultures, religions and ideologies. In that
the Mediterranean, as one where events continue to unfold %text Malta has offered its facilities to host such a Euro-
also as a region in which parallel initiatives continue to b '

promoted and take root fediterranean parliame.r)tary partnership in the bglief that

' Malta’s geo-strategic position could serve as a meeting place
2. Ofmajor significance to the region has been the Eurépr the active involvement of parliaments in that partnership
Mediterranean partnership, which was and continues to peocess, which would assist in bringing discussions closer to
a significant step in bringing together European anthie Mediterranean peoples themselves. Itis Malta’s hope that
Mediterranean countries to comprehensively address thech a proposal will meet the general acceptance of the
issues that still beleaguer the region. partners in the Euro-Mediterranean dialogue.

[Original: English]
[20 October 1998]

3. One major development which is crucial to th&. Parallel to that development has been the initiative by
strengthening of security and cooperation in th®lalta, atthe Second Inter-Parliamentary Union Conference
Mediterranean is the incorporation of a parliamentaryn Security and Cooperation in the Mediterranean, held in
dimension. Malta continues to view the parliamentary procesfalta from 1 to 4 November 1995, to set up an association
as a means of bringing the Euro-Mediterranean partnershifMediterranean States, open to all the Mediterranean coastal
closer to its people, thus enhancing understanding agduntries and to thoseoantries whose destiny is directly
tolerance in the region. Already in 1990, in Algiers during thiéinked to that Sea, according to modalities to be defined.
M|n|ste_r|al Conference of the Mediterranean Non-Allgnec}. This idea was consequently followed up at the twelfth
Countries, Mr. de Marco had proposed the creation of

) ) . . Ifter-Parliamentary Union Conference on Security and
council of the Mediterranean, which would bring together th&ooperation in the I\)//Iediterranean (CSCM), held in V\ﬁngjlhoek
parliamentarians of the political entities of the region '

. . . . - n 8 April 1998, wherein a number of recommendations were
attending regular sessions, with a committee of ministers

. . . > \i¥ade. One such recommendation involves action by national
monitor and direct the political, cultural and economic
development of the Mediterranean.

parliaments and Governments with regard to necessary
follow-up on agreed measures emanating from final

4. At the Second Ministerial Conference of the Eurodocuments and reports of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
Mediterranean Partnership, held in Malta in April 1997(IPU), and the endorsement by parliaments of the conclusions
ministers reaffirmed the importance they attached to the actizsad recommendations on the CSCM process. Another
involvement of parliaments in the Euro-Mediterranearecommendation relates to the strengthening of cooperation
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between the United Nations and IPU on matters relatingto Mediterranean is an important element for stability in the
the CSCM process and by which Governments would make OSCE region. Consistent engagement by successive Maltese
written contributions to the consideration of the agenda item Governments have contributed towards the greater
of the General Assembly concerning the strengthening of involvement of the Mediterranean Partners for Cooperation
cooperation and security in the Mediterranean. It is Malta’'s in the work of the OSCE. Malta will continue to work to
hope that Governments will further exploit that further that relationship.

gcomn:e:datlonbldurlng coq3|derat|on of- theb|tem in thg% For the third time, Malta was host to the OSCE
eneral Assembly concerning cooperation between t editerranean Seminar, held from 19 to 20 October 1998.

United Nations and IPU and during consideration of the itelcﬂ1e theme of the Seminar, “The human dimension of security
on .strengthenmg. S?C“”‘y .and coqperatlon in 1 romoting democracy and the rule of law”, involved the broad
Mediterranean region, in the First Committee. Of relevan earticipation of the OSCE community and a number of
to the Organization is the third recommendation for th
appointment and funding on a full-time basis of one st

IPpternational organizations. In the words of Mr. de Marco at
member in the IPU secretariat to provide the necess

e opening of the Seminar, members present discussed “the
. . . saic that coagulates the rights of the individual and the
administrative support to the political process of the CSCNs

ponsibilities of the State, the rule of law as the golden

8.  Within the United Nations, Malta has proposed the thread which binds democracy to justice”. Such principles are
establishment of a Mediterranean desk in the Department of as much the domain of security, stability and confidence-
Political Affairs of the Secretariat, which would, in Malta’s  building as are more often discussed issues related to military

view, facilitate contacts and assume a more direct role inthe considerations.

Implementation of the provisions of resolutions adopted by; ¢ ¢onsolidation of security and cooperation in the

the General Assembly and decisions taken in OthWediterranean rests also on initiatives where contacts

international and regional, if not subregional forums, Wherl?etween countries in the region may be fostered in diverse

the I_\(/:Iledlt(_arran$zn ?lmens?n 'Sh thedfockal rl1ssulg gndﬁélds of activity. Malta was host in May 1998 to the regional
;\:Aonj.' eration. 3 ocus OI _such a des shou q € QWBminar on textiles and clothing for Mediterranean States of
editerranean and regional initiatives as such and not g, \yr1g Trade Organization. Other initiatives include the

particular geographical considerations of the countri%sﬁer made by Malta to host, in February 1999, an OSCE

concerned. regional environmental seminar as a means of further

9. The Government of Malta has always held that the promoting security and cooperation in the Mediterranean
undertaking of iitiatives and the attainment of peace and region in all areas that can pose threats to security in the
stability in the Mediterranearhsuld be dependent primarily region, including marine environmental hazards and
on all the States of the region. At the same time, the United degradation. In October 1999, Malta will also be hosting, in
Nations should play a complementary role in the coordination collaboration with the Coordinating Unit for the
of action, including the collating of information regarding Mediterranean Action Plan and the United Nations
developments in the region. Environment Programme, the eleventh ordinary meeting of

10. The flexible structure provided by the Mediterraneatrl?e Contrapting Parties to the_ Conventipn for th-e Protection
Forum is yet another example of how different structures cz9|f1the Med|terr.anean Sga against PQIIutlon anq Its protoqols.
contribute to the building of confidence and trust. During thgn an ongoing basis, the Regional Marme Pollution
Ministerial meeting held in Palma de Mallorca, Spain, illf.mergency Response Centre for the Medlterrapean Sea,
April 1998, Malta assumed the Presidency of the Forum, ahcbcated in and hosted by Malta, organizes seminars and

will be hosting the Mediterranean Forum Ministerial Meetin%?ursesf for C(()juntrlesllp the reg:con on matter;dof pollution
in 1999, as well as the preparatory meetings at the sen gvention and control in case of a marine accident.
officials level. 14. Within the context of disarmament, the elimination of

11. Within the context of the Organization for Security anaII weapons of_m_ass destruction and the |mplementat|on of
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), Malta is committed to furthé:ronf_'dence'bu'ld'r_‘g measures among countries (_)f the
enhancing the Mediterranean dimension. Ever since Dip editerranean region can significantly increase security and

Malta has contributed to the OSCE process. It promoted tﬁ@bi“ty in the region. The Government of Malta will be

Mediterranean dimension of this process. Mediterranean anluQiSt'ng in 1999 a Mediterranean regional seminar on the

European security remain intimately and reciprocallyIinkeé‘V.m)IerT"em_atlon c_)f the Chemlcal_ Weapons anventlon In
Strengthening of security and cooperation in thtéollaboratlon with the Technical Secretariat of the

Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons.
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15. The above are a number of initiatives which are under
way in the Mediterranean region. As stated by Mr. de Marco,
“Stability in the Mediterranean must rest on multiple
initiatives that nurture cooperation through gradual
confidence and security-building measures.” It is in that
context that he proposed to the General Assembly the need
for the establishment of a stability pact for the region. It is one
of the avenues which will require further follow-up and action
as part of the international community’s commitment to
contributing to the strengthening of security and cooperation
in the Mediterranean region.

16. Malta intends to continue to pursue and give priority
attention to issues relating to the Mediterranean and
strengthen its participation in all those processes that involve
dialogue amongauntries of the region, and that promote
activities and initiatives in those sectors and areas with the
scope to strengthen peace, cooperationpdia¢ and security

in the region. The support and encouragement of the
international community, in particular that of the States
Members of the United Nations, is primordial in achieving
those objectives.



