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Special information programre on the question of Pal estine

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Cormittee on the Exercise of the
I nali enabl e Rights of the Pal estinian People,!

Taking note, in particular, of the information contained in chapter VI of
that report,

Recalling its resolution 51/25 of 4 Decenber 1996,

Convi nced that the worl dw de di ssem nation of accurate and conprehensive
i nformati on and the role of non-governnental organizations and institutions
remain of vital inportance in heightening awareness of and support for the
i nalienable rights of the Pal estinian people,

Aware of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-CGovernnent
Arrangenents signed by the Government of the State of Israel and the Pal estine
Li beration O ganization in Washington, D.C., on 13 Septenber 1993,2 and of the
subsequent inplenmentation agreements, in particular the Israeli-Palestinian
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InterimAgreenent on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip signed in Washi ngton
D.C., on 28 Septenber 1995, and their positive inplications,

1. Notes with appreciation the action taken by the Ofice of
Conmmuni cati ons and Public Information of the Secretariat in conpliance with
resol ution 51/ 25;

2. Consi ders that the special information programe on the question of
Pal estine of the Ofice of Communications and Public Information is very usefu
in raising the awareness of the international community concerning the
conpl exities of the question of Palestine and the situation in the Mddl e East
in general, including the achievenents of the peace process, and that the
programe is contributing effectively to an at nosphere conducive to dial ogue and
supportive of the peace process;

3. Requests the Department of Public Information, in full cooperation and
coordination with the Cormittee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Pal estinian People, to continue, with the necessary flexibility as may be
requi red by devel opments affecting the question of Palestine, its special
i nformati on progranmme on the question of Palestine for the biennium 1998-1999,
wi th particular enphasis on public opinion in Europe and North Anerica, and, in
particul ar:

(a) To dissemnate information on all the activities of the United Nations
systemrelating to the question of Palestine, including reports on the work
carried out by the relevant United Nations organi zations;

(b) To continue to issue and update publications on the various aspects of
the question of Palestine in all fields, including materials concerning the
recent devel opnents in that regard and, in particular, the prospects for peace;

(c) To expand its collection of audiovisual material on the question of
Pal estine, and to continue the production of such materi al

(d) To organize and pronpote fact-finding news mssions for journalists to
the area, including the territories under the jurisdiction of the Pal estinian
Authority and the occupied territories;

(e) To organize international, regional and national sem nars or
encounters for journalists;

(f) To continue to provide assistance to the Pal estinian people in the

field of nedia devel opnent, in particular to strengthen the training programme
for Pal estinian broadcasters and journalists initiated in 1995.
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