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Letter dated 14 February 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
4 February 1997 by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the Central
African Republic.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under the itementitled
"Revi ew of the inplenentation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security", and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent i ssued on 4 February 1997 by the Presidency
of the European Union on the Central African Republic

The European Uni on wel conmes the signing in Bangui on 25 January of the
sol emn decl arati on ending the rebellion, and the success obtained by the African
medi ati on supported by the European Union in its statenment of 10 January 1997

The European Uni on hopes that the fact that African medi ation, undertaken
at the instigation of the heads of State at their sunmit neeting at Quagadougou
i n Decenber 1996, has proved successful in settling a conflict in the Centra
African region will serve as an incentive for ongoing mediation in other
conflict situations, particularly in the same region, and for the invol venent of
African nediation in crisis situations throughout the continent of Africa.

The European Union al so congratul ates the parties which signed the mlitary
and political agreenents acconpanying the declaration and expresses the hope
that they will scrupul ously honour the undertakings given and inplenent the
provi sions adopted, in order to achieve the lasting stabilization of the country
and the national reconciliation essential if energies are to be channelled into
resum ng the country's devel opnent.

The European Union is proposing to consider a resunption of aid as soon as
the long-termnormalization of the country's political and security situation is
confirmed by application of the various nmeasures planned.

The Central and Eastern European countries associ ated with the European
Uni on, the associated country Cyprus and the European Free Trade Associ ation
countries nenbers of the European Economic Area align thenselves with this
st at enent .



