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Letter dated 3 February 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of

the Permanent M ssion of the United Arab Enmirates addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral

On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to transmt herewith
the text of note No. OK1/7/2-50, dated 28 January 1997, fromthe Mnistry of
Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates addressed to the Enbassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in Abu Dhabi, setting forth the Mnistry's vigorous
protests against the violation of the territorial waters of the United Arab
Emrates on 19 January 1997 by a logistic landing ship flying the Iranian flag,
which was fitted out with four 40 m 60 guns, and by another Iranian vessel
carrying vehicles, cement, sand and building materials. This illegal action is
a blatant violation of the sovereignty of the United Arab Emirates, a flagrant
breach of the nornms and principles governing relati ons between States and
conduct that is contrary to the principle of good-nei ghbourliness.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circulated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under the itens entitled
"Cceans and the | aw of the sea" and "United Nati ons Decade of I|nternational
Law'.

(Signed) Khalid Khalifa AL- MJALLA
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
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ANNEX

Not e verbale dated 28 January 1997 fromthe Mnistry of Foreign
Affairs of the United Arab Emrates addressed to the Enbassy of
the Islamc Republic of Iran in Abu Dhabi

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the United Arab Emirates presents its
conpliments to the Enbassy of the Islam c Republic of Iran in Abu Dhabi and has
the honour to informit that on 19 January 1997, at 5.30 a.m, units of the
border guards, coast guard units and police aircraft acconpanying them sighted
an object at sea 3 nautical mles off Hanra island in the emrate of
Ras al -Khaimah. It was ascertained that the object was a naval vessel flying
the Iranian flag, the Hengam 511, a logistic landing ship fitted out with four
40 mm 60 guns, sailing at a speed of 14.5 knots.

On the sane day, another object was sighted in the same area. 1t, too, was
found to be an Iranian vessel carrying vehicles, cenent, sand and buil di ng
materi al s.

The captain of the vessel, w th whom contact had been made for the purpose
of ascertaining the reasons for the vessel's entering the territorial waters of
the United Arab Enmirates, stated that he had the authorization of the port
authorities of the emrates of A man and Ras al - Khai mah, an assertion that was
subsequently found to be totally unfounded.

G ven such unjustified violation of its territorial waters, the United Arab
Em rates vigorously protests against these illegal actions, which constitute a
bl atant violation of its sovereignty, a flagrant breach of the norns and
principles governing relations between States and conduct that is contrary to
the principle of good-nei ghbourliness.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs therefore expects that the Enbassy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran will pronptly convey to the conpetent authorities the
vehenent protest of the United Arab Enmirates and the latter's wi shes that such
violations of its sovereignty will not be repeated, as they can only have a
detrinental effect on relations between the two countries.

The M nistry of Foreign Affairs takes this opportunity to convey to the

Enbassy of the Islamc Republic of Iran the renewed assurances of its highest
consi derati on.



