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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "Miintenance of international security” was included in
t he provisional agenda of the fifty-second session of the General Assenbly in
accordance with Assenbly resolution 50/80 B of 12 Decenber 1995.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the iteminits
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C. 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober. Draft resolutions on the itens
were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see

A/ C. 1/ 52/ PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).

4, For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol |l owi ng docunents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the devel opnent of good-nei ghbourly
rel ati ons anong Bal kan States (A/52/373);

(b) Letter dated 7 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of Pakistan

to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral transmitting the texts
of the final declaration adopted by the heads of State and Governnment of the
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Organi zation of the Islamc Conference at the extraordi nary session held at
| sl amabad on 23 March 1997 (A/ 51/915-S/1997/433);

(c) Letter dated 14 March 1997 from the Pernmanent Representatives of
Bel arus and the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/52/92);

(d) Letter dated 16 April 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Azerbaijan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral (A 52/123-
S/ 1997/ 331) ;

(e) Letter dated 28 April 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Lithuania to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral (A 52/129);

(f) Letter dated 30 April 1997 from the Pernmanent Representatives of
Azerbaijan and Georgia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral,
transmtting the text of resolution 1119 (1997) on conflicts in Transcaucasia
adopted by the Parlianmentary Assenbly of the Council of Europe on 22 April 1997
(A 52/ 130- S/ 1997/ 345) ;

(g) Letter dated 15 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representatives of China
and the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General (A/52/153-S/1997/384);

(h) Letter dated 28 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of the
Russi an Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral,
transmtting the text of the followi ng Act on Mitual Relations, Cooperation and
Security between the North Atlantic Treaty Organi zation and the Russian
Federation, signed in Paris on 7 May 1997 (A/52/161-S/1997/413);

(i) Letter dated 29 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of the
Russi an Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral
(A 52/ 163);

(j) Letter dated 30 May 1997 fromthe Permanent Representatives of
Estoni a, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine to the United Nati ons addressed
to the Secretary-Ceneral, transmtting the joint conmuni qué of the Presidents of
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Ukraine, adopted at Tallinn on
27 May 1997 (A/52/171);

(k) Letter dated 6 June 1997 fromthe Permanent Representatives of the
Russi an Federation and Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General (A/52/174);

(1) Letter dated 13 June 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Per manent M ssion of Yugoslavia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-CGeneral (A/52/188);

(m Letter dated 26 June 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of G eece
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral, drawing attention to
t he Thessal oni ki Decl arati on on Good- Nei ghbourly Rel ations, Stability, Security
and Cooperation in the Bal kans, adopted at the neeting of Mnisters for Foreign

l...



A 52/ 610
Engl i sh
Page 3

Affairs of countries of South-eastern Europe, held at Thessal oni ki, Geece, on 9
and 10 June 1997 (A 52/217-S/1997/507);

(n) Letter dated 15 July 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Per manent M ssion of UWkraine to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General (A/52/230);

(o) Letter dated 16 July 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of
Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-CGeneral (A/52/253);

(p) Note verbale dated 17 July 1997 fromthe Permanent M ssion of Al bania
to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral (A 52/254-S/1997/567);

(g) Letter dated 21 July 1997 fromthe representatives of the Republic of
Mbl dova, Romania and Ukraine to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-
General (A 52/257);

(r) Letter dated 25 August 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of the
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/52/301-S/1997/668);

(s) Letter dated 5 Septenber 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of
Azerbaijan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral (A 52/322);

(t) Letter dated 9 Septenber 1997 fromthe representatives of Arnenia and
the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A 52/331);

(u) Letter dated 11 Septenber 1997 from the Permanent Representatives of
Li thuania and Poland to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General
(A 52/ 362);

(v) Letter dated 16 July 1997 fromthe Chargé d' affaires a.i. of the
Permanent M ssion of Saint Kitts and Nevis to the United Nations addressed to
the Secretary-General (A/52/368);

(w) Letter dated 26 Septenber 1997 from the Permanent Representatives of
Egypt and the Russian Federation to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Ceneral (A/52/405-S/1997/758);

(x) Letter dated 23 Septenmber 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
the Marshall Islands to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral,
transmtting the communi qué of the twenty-eighth South Pacific Forum held at
Rarotonga from 17 to 19 Septenber 1997 (A/ 52/413);

(y) Letter dated 1 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Col ombia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral, transmtting
t he conmuni qué of the Meeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Del egation of the Movement of the Non-Aligned Countries to the fifty-second
session of the General Assenbly, held in New York on 25 Septenber 1997
(A 52/ 447- S/ 1997/ 775) ;
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(z) VLetter dated 24 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Azerbaijan to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral (A 52/564-
S/ 1997/ 847) ;

(aa) Letter dated 4 Novenber 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of the
Russi an Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral
(A 52/ 565);

(bb) Letter dated 5 Novenber 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of the
Russi an Federation to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-Ceneral
(A 52/ 570- S/ 1997/ 854) ;

(cc) Letter dated 11 Novenmber 1997 from the Permanent Representatives of
China and the United States of America to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-CGeneral (A/52/589-S/1997/871);

(dd) Letter dated 10 October 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of
Bulgaria to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, transmtting
the text of the joint statement adopted at the nmeeting of the Mnisters of
Def ence of South-eastern European Partnership for Peace participating States,
regional North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO nenbers Greece and Turkey,
NATO nmenbers Italy and the United States of Anerica, held at Sofia on
3 Cctober 1997 (A/C. 1/52/4).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/ C.1/52/L.34 and Rev.1

5. At the 17th neeting, on 7 Novenber, the representative of the fornmer

Yugosl av Republic of Macedonia, on behalf of Austria, Andorra, Belgium Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland,

France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, lceland, lreland, Italy, lLuxenbourg, the

Net her | ands, Norway, Pol and, Portugal, the Republic of Mdl dova, Romani a, Spain,
Sweden, the forner Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Turkey and the United Ki ngdom
of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Devel opment of good-nei ghbourly relations anong Bal kan States"” (A/C 1/52/L. 34).
Subsequently, Cyprus, Mnaco, San Marino, Sierra Leone, Slovakia and the United
States of America joined in sponsoring the draft resol ution.

6. At its 21st neeting, on 12 Novenber, the Committee had before it a revised
draft resolution (A/C 1/52/L.34/Rev.1), submitted by the sponsors of

A/ C. 1/52/ L. 34, subsequently jointed by Canada, Al bania and Ukraine which

contai ned the follow ng revisions:

(a) A new preanbul ar paragraph was inserted after the fifth preanbul ar
par agr aph, reading:

"Enphasi zi ng the inmportance of the results of the summit neeting of
the Heads of State and CGovernnment of countries of South-East Europe, held
on Crete, G eece, on 3 and 4 Novenber 1997, for the peace, good-
nei ghbourliness, stability and prosperity of the region";
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(b) In operative paragraph 4, the words "first results" were replaced by
the words "early results"”.

7. At the sane neeting, the Committee adopted revised draft resolution
A/ C 1/52/L.34/Rev.1 without a vote (see para. 8).
[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE

8. The First Committee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the
followi ng draft resolution

Devel opnent of good-nei ghbourly relations anong Bal kan St at es

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolution 2625 (XXV) of 24 Cctober 1970, the annex to which
contains the Declaration of Principles of International Law concerning Friendly
Rel ati ons and Cooperation anmong States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, and its resolutions 46/ 62 of 9 Decenber 1991, 48/84 B of
16 Decenber 1993 and 50/80 B of 12 Decenber 1995,

M ndful of the inportance of the activities ainmed at the creation of peace,
stability, security, cooperation and sustai nable econonic devel opment in the
Bal kan regi on,

Affirmng its determ nation that all nations should live together in peace
wi th one anot her as good nei ghbours,

Enphasi zi ng the urgency of the consolidation of the Bal kans as a regi on of
peace, security, stability and good-nei ghbourliness, thus contributing to the
mai nt enance of international peace and security and so enhanci ng the prospects
for sustained devel opment and prosperity for all peoples in the region,

Noting the desire of the Balkan States to devel op good- nei ghbourly
rel ati ons anmong thensel ves and friendly relations with all nations in accordance
with the Charter of the United Nations and the principles of international |aw,

Enphasi zi ng the inmportance of the results of the summt neeting of the
Heads of State and CGovernnent of countries of South-East Europe, held on Crete,
Greece, on 3 and 4 Novenber 1997, for the peace, good-nei ghbourliness, stability
and prosperity of the region

Expressing its support for the international efforts ained at the
i mpl enent ati on of the General Framework Agreenent for Peace in Bosnia and
Her zegovina, initialled at Dayton, Chio, on 21 Novenber 1995 and signed in Paris
on 14 Decenber 1995,°

1 See A/50/790-S/1995/999 and Oficial Records of the Security Council,
Fiftieth Year, Supplenent for October, Novenber and Decenber 1995, document
S/ 1995/ 999.
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Expressing also its support for the Pact of Stability in Europe, adopted in
Paris on 21 March 1995, the Process of Stability and Good- Nei ghbourliness in
Sout h- East Eur ope (Royaunont Initiative), the South-East European Cooperative
Initiative, the activities of the Central European Initiative, as well as for
the inter-Bal kan process initiated by the Sofia Declaration of 7 July 1996 and
further enhanced by the Thessal oni ki Decl arati on on Good- Nei ghbourly Rel ati ons,
Stability, Security and Cooperation in the Bal kans, 2

Stressing the inportance of good-nei ghbourliness and the devel opnent of
friendly relations anong States for the pronotion of international cooperation
and for the solution of problens anmong States in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations,

Taking into account the inportance of the ongoi ng cooperation between the
United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Havi ng considered the report of the Secretary-CGeneral on the devel opnent of
good- nei ghbourly rel ations anong Bal kan States, 3

Taking note of its deliberations on the subject at the present session

M ndful of the obligations of all States under the Charter of the United
Nat i ons,

1. Notes with interest the views of sonme States on the devel opnent of
good- nei ghbourly rel ati ons anong the Bal kan States, contained in the report of
the Secretary-CGeneral;

2. Enphasi zes the inportance for all Balkan States to pronote mnutua
cooperation in all fields and, inter alia, in trade and other fornms of economc
cooperation, transport and tel econmuni cations, protection of the environnent,
advancenent of denocratic processes, pronotion of human rights and devel opnent
of cultural and sport relations;

3. Calls upon all Balkan States to endeavour to pronote good-nei ghbourly
rel ations and continually to undertake unilateral and joint activities,
i ncl udi ng confidence-buil ding nmeasures as appropriate, in particular within the
framework of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe;

4. Al so calls upon all Balkan States and interested States outside the
region to participate actively in and support the negotiations foreseen in
annex 1 B, article V, of the General Franmework Agreenent for Peace in Bosnia and
Her zegovina,® with a view to reaching early results;

5. Calls upon the relevant international organizations and conpetent
bodi es and organi zations of the United Nations systemto continue to support and
assi st the ongoi ng process of devel opment of good-nei ghbourly relations anong

2 A 52/217-S/ 1997/ 507, annex |

8 A/ 52/373.



A 52/ 610
Engl i sh
Page 7

the Bal kan States and invites themto informthe Secretary-General of their
activities and of their views on the subject;

6. Stresses that the closer engagenent of Bal kan States in cooperation
agreements on the European continent will favourably influence the political and
econom c situation in the region, as well as the good-nei ghbourly rel ations
anong all Bal kan St ates;

7. Urges normalization of the relations anong all States of the Bal kan
regi on;
8. Affirms the need for strict conpliance with the principles of

sovereign equality, territorial integrity or political independence, the
inviolability of international borders and non-intervention in nmatters that are
essentially within the donestic jurisdiction of any State;

9. Stresses the urgency of the realization of the aimof the Bal kans to
beconme a region of peace, stability, security, cooperation and sustai ned
econom ¢ devel opnent ;

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to seek the views of Menber
States, particularly those fromthe Bal kan regi on, and of the rel evant
i nternational organi zati ons and conpetent bodi es and organi zations of the United
Nati ons system on the devel opment of good-nei ghbourly relations in the region
and on neasures ainmed at the creation of peace, stability, security, cooperation
and sustai ned econom c devel opnent in the Bal kan region, and to submt a report
to the General Assenbly at its fifty-fifth session, taking into account,
inter alia, the views expressed by Menber States on the subject;

11. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary-General on the subject
at its fifty-fifth session.



