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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel oprent,
Producti on and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxi n Weapons and
on Their Destruction” was included in the provisional agenda of the fifty-second
session of the General Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly resolution 51/54 of
10 Decenber 1996.

2. At its 4th plenary neeting, on 19 Septenber 1997, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the itemin its
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 9 Cctober 1997, the First Conmittee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 62 to 82, which was held at the 3rd to 12th neetings, from
13 to 17 and from 20 to 24 Cctober (see A/C 1/52/PV.3-12). Structured

di scussions of specific subjects on the adopted thematic approach were hel d at
six informal neetings, from27 to 31 Cctober. Draft resolutions on the itens
were considered at the 15th to 17th neetings, from5 to 7 Novenber (see

A/ C. 1/52/PV. 15-17); action was taken on themat the 18th to 24th neetings, from
10 to 14 and on 17 Novenber (see A/ C. 1/52/PV. 18-24).

4, For its consideration of the item the Commttee had before it the
fol |l owi ng docunents:

(a) Note verbale dated 28 April 1997 fromthe Permanent M ssion of Cuba to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/52/128);
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(b) Letter dated 26 June 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative of Cuba to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General (A/52/213);

(c) Letter dated 1 Cctober 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative of
Col ombia to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral, transmtting
t he conmuni qué of the Meeting of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs and Heads of
Del egation of the Movenent of Non-Aligned Countries to the fifty-second session
of the General Assenbly, held in New York on 25 Septenber 1997 (A/52/447-
S/ 1997/ 775) .

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTI ON A/ C. 1/52/L. 24

5. At an informal neeting, on 30 COctober, the representative of Hungary, on
behal f of Argentina, Arnmenia, Australia, Austria, Bangl adesh, Belgium Brazil,
Bul garia, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, G eece, Hungary, lceland, India,
lreland, Italy, Japan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Luxenbourg, ©Mngolia, the Netherlands,

New Zeal and, the Niger, N geria, Norway, Peru, Poland, Portugal, the Republic of

Korea, the Republic of Ml dova, Ronmnia, the Russian Federation, Singapore,
Sl ovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain. Sweden, the former Yugoslav Republic of

Macedoni a, Turkey, Ukraine, the United Kingdomof Geat Britain and Northern
Ireland and the United States of Anerica, introduced a draft resolution entitled
"Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production and Stockpiling of
Bact eri ol ogi cal (Biological) and Toxi n Weapons and on Their Destruction”

(A C. 1/52/L.24). Subsequently, Belarus, Colonbia, Ecuador, El Sal vador, the
Islamic Republic of Iran, Mwnaco and San MNarino joined in sponsoring the draft
resol ution.

6. At its 18th neeting, on 10 Novenber, the Committee adopted draft resolution
A C. 1/52/L.24 without a vote.

[11. RECOWENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE
7. The First Committee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

followi ng draft resolution:

Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent., Production
and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the conplete and effective
prohi biti on of bacteriol ogical (biological) and toxin weapons and to their
destructi on,

Noting with satisfaction that there are one hundred and forty States
parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opment, Production and
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St ockpi i ng of Bacteriol ogical (Biological) and Toxi n Wapons and on Their
Destruction,! including all the permanent nenbers of the Security Council

Bearing in mnd its call upon all States parties to the Convention to
participate in the inplementation of the recommendati ons of the Review
Conf erences, including the exchange of information and data agreed to in the
Fi nal Declaration of the Third Revi ew Conference of the Parties to the
Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent, Production and Stockpiling of
Bact eri ol ogi cal (Biological) and Toxi n Weapons and on Their Destruction,? and to
provi de such information and data in conformty with standardi zed procedure to
the Secretary-CGeneral on an annual basis and no later than 15 April

Recalling its resolution 46/ 35 A, adopted w thout a vote on
6 Decenber 1991, in which it welcomed, inter alia, the establishnent, proceeding
fromthe recoomendati ons of the Third Revi ew Conference,® of an ad hoc group of
governmental experts open to all States parties to identify and exam ne
potential verification neasures froma scientific and technical standpoint,

Recalling also its resolution 48/ 65, adopted w thout a vote on
16 Decenber 1993, in which it comended the final report of the Ad Hoc G oup of
Governmental Experts to ldentify and Examine Potential Verification Measures
froma Scientific and Techni cal Standpoint,* agreed to by consensus at the | ast
meeting of the Ad Hoc Group at Geneva on 24 Septenber 1993

Recalling further its resolution 49/86, adopted wi thout a vote on
15 Decenber 1994, in which it wel comed the final report of the Specia
Conference of the States Parties to the Convention,® adopted by consensus on
30 Septenber 1994, in which the States parties agreed to establish an ad hoc
group, open to all States parties, whose objective should be to consider
appropriate neasures, including possible verification neasures, and draft
proposal s to strengthen the Convention, to be included, as appropriate, in a
legally binding instrument to be submitted for the consideration of the States
parties,

Recal ling the provisions of the Convention related to scientific and
t echnol ogi cal cooperation and the related provisions of the final report of the
Ad Hoc Group of Governmental Experts, the final report of the Special Conference
of the States Parties to the Convention, held from19 to 30 Septenber 1994, and
the final docunents of the Review Conferences

! Resol ution 2826 (XXVI), annex.

2 BWO/CONF. I11/23, part I1I.

3 See BWCO/ CONF. 111/ 23.

4 BWC/ CONF. | | | / VEREX/ 9 and Corr. 1.

5 BWC/ SPCONF/ 1.
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1. Wl cones the informati on and data provided to date, and reiterates its

call upon all States parties to the Convention on the Prohibition of the
Devel opnent, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriol ogical (Biological) and
Toxi n Weapons and on Their Destruction to participate in the exchange of

i nformati on and data agreed to in the Final Declaration of the Third Revi ew
Conference of the Parties to the Convention;?

2. Al so wel conmes the progress made by the Ad Hoc Group towards fulfilling
t he mandat e established by the Special Conference of the States Parties to the
Convention on 30 Septenber 1994, and urges the Ad Hoc Group to intensify its
work with a viewto completing it as soon as possible before the commencenent of
the Fifth Review Conference and to subnmit its report, which shall be adopted by
consensus, to the States parties to be considered at a special conference;

3. Further welcones in this context the steps taken by the Ad Hoc G oup
as encouraged by the Fourth Review Conference, to reviewits methods of work
and, in particular, the start of negotiations on a rolling text of a protocol to
t he Conventi on;

4. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to continue to render the necessary
assistance to the depositary Governments of the Convention and to provide such
services as may be required for the inplenentation of the decisions and
reconmendati ons of the Review Conferences, as well as the decisions contained in
the final report of the Special Conference, including all necessary assistance
to the Ad Hoc G oup;

5. Calls upon all signatory States that have not yet ratified the
Convention to do so without delay, and also calls upon those States that have
not signed the Convention to becone parties thereto at an early date, thus
contributing to the achi evenrent of universal adherence to the Convention;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-third
session the itementitled "Convention on the Prohibition of the Devel opnent,
Producti on and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxi n Weapons and
on Their Destruction”



