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On behal f of the del egations of the Republic of Angola, Brazil, Chile,
Fiji, India, Italy, Janaica, Japan, Milta, Mexico, Mrocco, the Netherl ands,
Saudi Arabia, South Africa and of my own, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith an information note on the I ndependent Wrld Comm ssion on the Cceans.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as an official document of the General Assenbly, under
agenda item 39.

(Signed) Antonio MONTEI RO
Anbassador
Per manent Representative of Portugal
to the United Nations
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ANNEX
Informati on note on the |Independent Wrld
Conmi ssion on the Qceans
1. At its nineteenth special session, the General Assenbly revi ewed progress

achi eved over the five years that have passed since the United Nations

Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnent. Apart fromits debate on the broad
i ssues of gl obalization, econom c devel opnent, technol ogy and finance, the
Ceneral Assenbly centred its nmost substantive sectoral discussions on fresh
water, forests and climate change. The di scussions seem however, to have

m ssed the interconnection that exists between these three subject areas and the
ocean, which fornms the heart of the Earth's bi osphere. The Conm ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel oprment will specifically address the oceans and seas as a
sectoral thenme at its 1999 session. The present session of the Genera
Assenbly, therefore, is an opportune noment to introduce the work of the

| ndependent World Comm ssion on the Cceans. |Its report is due to be conpleted
during 1998, the International Year of the Ccean, and is tined to contribute to
the 1999 revi ew by the Conmm ssion on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent.

Backgr ound

2. A |l arge nunber of organizations, both governnental and non-governnental,
are concerned with a specific aspect of the oceans - such as |law and the

settl enent of disputes, environment, scientific research and training,

fisheries, shipping and tourism However, no one organization or body, with the
exception of the General Assenbly, has attenpted to ook in an integrated way at
the conplex, multifaceted problens of the oceans. Both policy makers and the

public at large remain either ill-inforned or indifferent to the vita
i nportance of the world' s oceans to the health of the global environnent and to
econom ¢ and social developrnent. It is fromthis perspective that

Dr. Mario Soares, then President of the Republic of Portugal, took the lead in
| aunchi ng the | ndependent World Conmi ssion on the Cceans in Tokyo in

Decenber 1995. The Conmission takes its place in a long series of independent
comm ssions concerned with econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent, environnent, peace,
equal ity and human rights. |Its purpose is above all to alert the public and
world | eaders to the role of the oceans in planetary survival, to the threats
facing the oceans and to nore peaceful and sustainable use of the oceans, as
wel | as to suggest ways of strengthening the legal and institutional framework
for ocean governance at the national, regional and gl obal |evels.

Activities

3. The Conmi ssion, in keeping with the multifaceted nature of the issues,
brings together 40 distinguished persons. It is holding plenary sessions in six
coastal cities around the world, located in: Japan, Brazil, the Netherl ands,
the United States of Anerica, South Africa and Portugal. It has al so organized
a series of nmultidisciplinary study groups with the participation of outside
experts for in-depth discussions on a nunber of key ocean issues. As with

previ ous comm ssions, the nenbers act in their personal capacities, which allows
themto take i ndependent positions. The Conm ssion has created its own web site

l.o..
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on the Internet in order to informthe Internet users about its work, to provide
alink to other public and private organi zations dealing with the oceans and to
generate feedback fromvisitors to its site.

4. The Conmi ssion considers that the peaceful uses of the oceans within the
exerci se of sovereignty of States is of growi ng inportance as an exploding world
popul ation and a grow ng seaborne econony press on a finite ocean space. It is

exam ning the practicality of new approaches to preventing or resolving disputes
over maritine boundaries and conflicting clains on ocean resources.

5. The Conmission is committed to pronoting the inplenentation of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea - the legal and institutional framework
for the oceans - and to enhancing its effectiveness, taking into account the
respective roles of the General Assenbly, the specialized agencies, the
Commi ssi on on Sustai nabl e Devel opnent, regi onal organi zati ons and nati ona
Governnents. It takes as its point of departure the need to fulfil the goals
and obj ectives set out by the Ro Earth Summit and enbodi ed in Agenda 21
especially in its chapter 17 on the oceans, and takes into account the outcone
of the nineteenth special session of the General Assenbly.

6. Wth respect to econom ¢ concerns, the Conm ssion is |ooking at how far
cont enporary economnmic theory can be applied to ocean nmanagenent in the context
of sustainabl e devel opnent, at the national, regional and global levels and is
assessing the effectiveness of alternative policy instrunents in inproving the
way humans treat the oceans.

7. In the real mof science and technol ogy, the Conm ssion will consider the
present state of the oceans, their interaction with other elenents of the gl oba
envi ronnent and the application of ocean science and its technology to the
exploration of the ocean and the protection of the nmarine environnent.

8. Differences in levels of social and econom ¢ devel opnent nean that
countries differ in their ability to benefit fromuses of the ocean and to
adjust to changes in the marine environnent. |n the spirit of greater

solidarity between all countries, so as to achieve nore equity anmong them the
Commri ssion is examning the nmerits of alternative capacity-building schenes and
ot her ways of redressing these inbal ances, including their North-South

di mensi ons.

9. Cutting across all of these issues is the Conmi ssion's overall aim of
stimulating an awareness on the part of the general public and of politicians
and decision nmakers in all sectors of civil society. Sone new approaches have
to be followed in order to ensure a greater involvenent of all actors in ocean
affairs. The possibility of devising some systematic strategy in this areas for
the next century has to be considered. This would be consonant with concrete
steps to be taken in order to ensure the peaceful and sustainable use of the
oceans in the next century.
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Qut put s

10. The outputs of the Comm ssion are expected to contribute to the

i nternational debate on the oceans taking place in various intergovernnmental and
non- governnental forums. |Its final report will be based on the concl usions and
recommendations that it will derive fromthe above study groups, as well as from
i n-depth di scussi ons anong Conmi ssion nenbers thensel ves and from externa
contributions. The Commi ssion's concluding session is being organized in Lisbon
in the franework of the International Year of the Ccean, 1998 and in conjunction
with Expo '98: "The Cceans: A Heritage for the Future”

11. The Conmission will submt the results of its work to the General Assenbly
in 1998, when it considers the International Year of the Cceans, so as to
contribute to the Assenbly's reconmendati ons concerning the future of the oceans
and to those of the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opment when it takes up the
oceans and seas as a sectoral thene in 1999.



