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| NTERNATI ONAL DRUG CONTROL
Rl GHT OF PEOPLES TO SELF- DETERM NATI ON
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Letter dated 23 Septenber 1997 fromthe Permanent Representative

of the Marshall Islands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

In ny capacity as Chairman of the South Pacific Forum menbers of the United
Nations | have the honour to transmt to you the communi qué of the twenty-eighth
South Pacific Forum held at Rarotonga, Cook Islands, from17 to
19 Septenber 1997 (see annex).

Qur group of countries would be nost appreciative if the present letter and
its annex could be circulated as a docunent of the General Assenbly under agenda
items 9, 14, 20 (a), 21, 24, 39 (a), (b) and (c), 41, 46, 54, 56, 58, 60, 62
64, 65 (a) and (b), 69, 71 (a), (b), (c), (d), (h), (i), (i), (m, (o) and (p),
72 (b), 81, 84, 92, 95 (a) and (b), 96 (b) and (c), 97 (a), (b), (f), (g), (h)
and (1), 98 (a), (c¢), (d), (e), (f) and (g), 99 (a) and (b), 102, 103, 104, 111,
156 and 157.

(Signed) Laurence N. EDWARDS
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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ANNEX

Communi qué of the twenty-eighth South Pacific Forum held at
Rar ot onga, Cook Islands, from17 to 19 Septenber 1997

1. The twenty-eighth South Pacific Forumwas held at Rarotonga from 17 to

19 Septenber 1997 and was attended by Heads of State and Governnent and
representatives of Australia, the Cook Islands, the Federated States of
Mcronesia, Fiji, Kiribati, Nauru, New Zeal and, N ue, Pal au, Papua New CGui nea,
the Republic of the Marshall Islands, Sanpa, Sol onon I|slands, Tonga, Tuvalu and
Vanuatu. The Forum Retreat was held on the island of Aitutaki

2. The Forum t hanked the Government and people of the Cook Islands for their
war m wel come and the generous hospitality provided to all delegations to the
Forum and for the arrangenents made for its neeting.

3. The Forum expressed its deep regret over the untinely passing of the late
Chai rman of the Forum President of the Republic of the Marshall 1slands,
President Amata Kabua, and paid tribute to his nmenory. Leaders thanked the
Republic of the Marshall Islands for its continued | eadership during the period
of its chairmanship.

Ref orm human val ues and toget her ness

4. Leaders thanked the Prine Mnister of the Cook Islands for his presentation
on the Forumthenme of reform human val ues and toget herness and di scussed how
reforns ai ned at achi eving sustai nabl e devel opnment shoul d go beyond conventi ona
econom ¢ di mensions to enbrace the essentially holistic nature of the process,
and took cogni zance of the need for Pacific cultural values and norns to be the
basi c prem se and foundation of this process and the work of regiona
institutions.

Economic Mnisters Meeting

5. The Forum appl auded t he outconmes of the first Forum Econonmic Mnisters
Meeting, which was held at Cairns, Australia, on 11 July 1997, and thanked
Australia for hosting the neeting. Leaders agreed that the inplenmentation of
the action plan would require strong commtnent by all menbers to create a
policy environment to encourage private-sector devel opment and enhance the
conpetitiveness of their economes. This should include the devel opnent of
tourism particularly in the Forumisland countries with l[imted or no
expl oi tabl e resources, noting the potential of the coming mllenniumto tourism
devel opnent in the region

6. Leaders acknow edge the inportance of public accountability to econonic
devel opnent and agreed to inplenent |egislation, supported by adm nistrative
neasures, to counteract undesirable financial activities in the region, noting
that such activities underm ned devel opnent. Leaders reaffirnmed their
comtnent to free and open trade anongst the Forumisland countries through
tariff reformand to ensuring investnent transparency. They confirnmed their
support for the creation of a free trade area anongst Pacific island nations.
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They agreed to cooperate closely, particularly at the subregional level, in

i nproving air and shipping services and i n addressing other inpedinents to
i ncreased trade and investnent.

7. The Forum directed the Forum secretariat to accord high priority to
facilitating the inplenentati on of Forum Economi ¢ M nisters Meeting outcones and
requested the next neeting to report to the Forumin 1998 on progress in the

i mpl ement ation of the action plan.

8. Leaders recogni zed the special circunstances of smaller Forumcountries in
the inplenentati on of economc reforns and noted that the action plan had al so
addressed this.

Trade office issues

9. Leaders wel coned the opening of the Pacific Islands Centre in Japan in

Cct ober 1996 and requested the Governnment of Japan to consider providing further
project funding to the Centre to allowit to develop its role after its first
formative year.

10. The Forum supported the establishnment of the proposed trade office in the
Peopl e's Republic of China and wel coned the offer by China to contribute funding
for the office. The Forumnoted that for the trade office to be worthwhile and
ef fective, substantial additional resources needed to be identified and noted
that plans to open this office could not be advanced until sufficient funding
coul d be found.

Future trade and aid relations between the European Union and the Pacific States

nenbers of the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) G oup

11. The Forum noted that the Léne Convention has been invaluable for its
Pacific ACP nmenbers (Fiji, Kiribati, Papua New Gui nea, Sanpa, Sol onon Isl ands,
Tonga, Tuval u and Vanuatu) and acknow edged its appreciation to the European
Union and its nmenber States for their substantial contribution to the

devel opnent of the region. It endorsed the outcones fromthe Pacific ACP

M ni sters Meeting, held at Suva in July 1997, including the proposed strategies
for renegotiating the Léme Convention. The Forum wel coned the deci sion by
Pacific ACP Mnisters to support the expansion of ACP to include other Pacific
i sland countries.

12. Leaders wel conmed the recent presentation by the Prine Mnister of the
Bahanas, Rt. Hon. Hubert I|ngraham and wel coned the expression of interest on
the part of the Cari bbean ACP countries to cooperate with Forumcountries in the
negoti ati on of post-Ldnme arrangenents. The Forum expressed keen interest in
working closely with Cari bbean and African ACP States in the forthcom ng
negoti ati ons.

Second Multilateral H gh Level Conference on the Conservation and Managenent of
H oghly Mgratory Fish Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific

13. Leaders wel comed the successful outcome of the Second Multilateral High
Level Conference on the Conservation and Managenent of Highly Mgratory Fish
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Stocks in the Western and Central Pacific, held at Majuro in June 1997, and the
Maj uro Decl aration that was adopted unani nously at the Conference. Leaders

t hanked the Republic of the Marshall |slands for successfully hosting the
Conf er ence.

14. The Forum endorsed the convening of the inter-sessional working groups on
fisheries nanagenent and nonitoring, control and surveillance and a Third
Mul tilateral Hi gh Level Conference before the 1998 Forum

15. The Forum cal | ed upon devel oped States to honour their obligations and
commtnents to provide financial assistance to facilitate the participation of
Pacific island countries at future inter-sessional working group neetings and
Mul tilateral Hi gh Level Conferences.

Vessel nonitoring system

16. The Forum endorsed the concept of a vessel nonitoring systemfor the Forum
Fi sheri es Agency (FFA) nenber countries, which will be progressively tested and
i npl enented, for the Distant Water Fishing Nations vessels operating in the

excl usi ve econoni ¢ zones of FFA nmenber countries, according to each menber's

wi sh. Leaders called upon the Distant Water Fishing Nations operating in the
region to support the vessel nonitoring systeminitiative of FFA menber

countri es.

International water programme

17. Leaders endorsed the strategic action progranme for International Waters of
the Pacific prepared by the South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP)
and comended the projects under the programe to the d obal Environnent
Facility (GEF) Council.

dinmate change

18. Leaders adopted a statenent on climate change which is attached as annex 1.

United Nations special session of the General Assenbly on environnent and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent

19. Leaders welcomed the results of the review undertaken by the specia

session of the General Assenbly and in particular, the outcomes relating to the
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of oceans, the major nmainstay of their countries. They
commended t he success of the collaborative efforts by nenbers, in particular the
m ssions of the South Pacific Applied Geosci ence Conm ssion in New York, SPREP
and the Forum secretariat, which drew attention to the need to recogni ze the
speci al characteristics and needs of the small island countries.

20. The Forum noted that the special session of the General Assenmbly in 1999
will focus on small island devel oping States and urged all its menbers to seek
to obtain positive results fromthe special session on selected regiona

obj ectives which are realistic and achievable. As a first step in preparation
for this, Leaders tasked the Forum secretariat to develop a draft statenent of
obj ectives and strategies for furthering these objectives, based on existing
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mandates and in consultation with SPREP, the South Pacific Applied CGeoscience
Conmmi ssion mssions in New York, other regional organizations, the Alliance of
Smal|l Island States, United Nations agencies and ot her devel opnent oriented
bodi es.

21. Leaders called upon dial ogue partners to support the inplenentation of the
1997 speci al session of the General Assenbly outcones of particular inportance
to nenbers in the areas of oceans and seas, sustainable tourism natura

di saster managenent, fresh water and sustai nable forest nmanagenent, as well as
the region's preparations for the review of the Barbados Plan of Action in 1999.

Regi onal security cooperation

22. To strengthen further the region's security environnent, Leaders adopted
and issued the Aitutaki Declaration on Regional Security Cooperation (annex 2).
Leaders directed the Forum Oficials Conmttee to report progress on the

i npl enentati on of the operative provisions of the Declaration to the next Forum

23. The Forum endorsed the continued rol e of the Forum Regi onal Security
Conmittee in overseeing the effective coordi nati on of regional |aw enforcenent
anongst specialist agencies, while at the sane tine providing for a nechani sm
for urgent regional consultations. The Committee's role is to be strengthened
and broadened to include a second session at its nornmal annual neeting for
consul tations on broader security policy issues. Leaders endorsed the
Committee's oversight role in the continued devel opnent of a comon approach to
weapons control .

24. The Forumnoted the | ack of progress in the inplenentation of the Honiara
Decl aration on Law Enforcenent Cooperation, and the grave concerns expressed by
Forum Economic Mnisters over the potential for undesirable financial activities
to underm ne econom ¢ developnent. |In this context, Forum Leaders agreed to

i mpl ement their commitnents under the Honiara Declaration without further del ay,
in order to ensure that a regional legislative framework is in place by the year
2000. Leaders, however, acknow edged the limted capacity of sone nmenber States
to meet the provisions of the Honiara Declaration

New Cal edoni a

25. The Forum endorsed the recomendations of a report presented by its

M nisterial Commttee on New Cal edonia. It expressed its appreciation to the
nmenbers of the Committee, and to the Governnment of France and the authorities in
New Cal edonia for facilitating the Mnisters' visit to the territory.

26. Leaders were pleased that all parties to the Matignon Accords appeared
generally satisfied with the progress being nmade in inplenenting the provisions
of the Accords. They encouraged all parties to maintain their conmtnment to the
Mat i gnon Accords process, including the pronotion of the economc, political and
soci al rebal anci ng programme. The Forumurged all parties in New Cal edonia to
maintain their commtment to reaching a negotiated solution, as a successor
arrangenent to the 1988 Matignon Accords, that takes into account the w shes of
all the comunities, including concerns on the changi ng denographi ¢ conposition
of New Cal edoni a.



A 52/ 413
Engl i sh
Page 8

27. The Forumreaffirnmed its support for continuing contact with al

communities in New Cal edonia as a constructive contribution towards this
negoti at ed successor arrangenent and reiterated its recognition of the rights of
t he peopl e of New Cal edonia to self-determ nation. The Forum agreed that the

M nisterial Committee continue to nonitor the situation until such tine as a
durable solution is found in New Cal edoni a.

South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty

28. Leaders warmy wel coned the ratification of the Protocols to the South

Paci fic Nucl ear Free Zone Treaty (Treaty of Rarotonga) by the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland today in Rarotonga and called upon the United
States of America to ratify the Protocols to the Treaty at the earliest possible
opportunity.

Conpr ehensi ve Nucl ear-Test-Ban Treaty

29. The Forum Leaders warmy wel coned the adopti on of the Conprehensive

Nucl ear - Test-Ban Treaty by the General Assenbly on 10 Septenber 1996, and its
opening for signature. Forum Leaders congratul ated Forum menbers, which have
been anongst the first countries to ratify the Treaty, and urged all nations to
sign and ratify the Treaty as soon as possible to facilitate its earliest entry
into force

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucl ear Wapons

30. Forum Leaders reaffirned their conmtnent to the international nuclear
non-proliferation regime, the cornerstone of which is the Treaty on the

Non- Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons. They wel comed the fact that, with total
Treaty menbership having grown to 186 countries, the goal of Treaty universality
was draw ng cl oser and noted the constructive start in New York during the first
Preparatory Commttee neeting in April 1997, of the strengthened Treaty review
process.

31. Leaders endorsed the general approach that the region's focus in the
Preparatory Committee neetings in the lead-up to the 2000 Revi ew Conference be
on nucl ear weapon free zones and cooperati on between nucl ear-weapon-free zones
in the southern hem sphere in particular, and the transport of radi oactive
materials through the region. The Forum agreed to work in close consultation
with other States and organi zations with a conmmon position.

Radi oacti ve waste shipnents and accident liability

32. The Forum agreed that shipnments of plutonium and radi oactive wastes through
t he regi on posed a continuing concern and agreed to adopt a consistent position
on the issue, taking into account the risks of an accident occurring and the
consequences of such an accident. It reiterated the expectation that such

shi pnments shoul d be carried out in a manner that addressed all possible
contingencies and the concerns of relevant countries. The Forum expected that
shi pments would be nade only if the cargo is of denonstrably mnimal risk, ships
are of the highest standard and shipping States agree to pronote the safety of
the material and provide conpensation for any industries harmed as a result of

l...
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changes in the market value of the region's fisheries and tourismproducts in
the event of an accident.

33. In this regard, the Forumnoted the efforts of Japan, France and the United
Ki ngdomin providing information about the recent shipnent of high-level wastes
and expressed the hope that this would be conti nued.

34. The Forum noted the adoption of the Convention on Suppl ementary
Conpensation for Nucl ear Damage, and in particular, its provisions for a

dedi cat ed transboundary fund for the victinms of transboundary danage and giving
coastal States jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear damage in their

excl usi ve econom c zones.

Contanmi nation in the Republic of the Marshall |slands

35. The Forum recogni zed the special circunstances pertaining to the continued

presence of radioactive contam nants in the Republic of the Marshall 1slands,
and reaffirmed the exi stence of a special responsibility by the United States
towards the people of the Marshall Islands who have been, and are continuing to

be, adversely affected as a direct result of nuclear weapons tests conducted by
the United States of Anerica during its admnistration of the islands under the
United Nations Trusteeship mandate.

36. The Forum again called upon the United States to live up to its ful
obligations on the provision of adequate and fair conpensation and the
commtment to its responsibility for the safe resettlenent of displaced

popul ations, including the full and final restoration to econom c productivity
of all affected areas.

Nucl ear waste storage

37. The Forumreiterated its concerns that despite the | ong-standing regi ona
opposition to the use of the Pacific as a dunping ground for others wastes, and
t he adoption of the Wigani Convention, the proposals for creating storage sites
for nucl ear waste on Pal nyra and Wake |Islands are still being discussed by
private concerns. The Forum however, was encouraged by the reaffirned
opposition to the proposal by the United States adm nistration

Johnston Atoll Chem cal Agent Disposal System

38. The Forumdrew attention to the region's continuing concerns about the
Johnston Atoll Chem cal Agent Disposal System reiterating that the facility
shoul d be permanently cl osed when the current programe of chem cal weapons and
agent destruction was conpl et ed.

Bougainville

39. The Forumnoted with appreciation the valuable briefing provided by the
Prime Mnister of Papua New Guinea on the progress made in restoring peace to
Bougainville. It also noted the appreciation of the Government of Papua New
Qui nea for assistance provided by nei ghbouring countries towards the peace
process, including Australia and, in particular, New Zeal and, whi ch had
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facilitated the Burnhamtal ks and was preparing for the second round of
official-level talks to be held in Cctober 1997, followed by a neeting of
Leaders later in the year

40. The Forumwarmy endorsed the recent efforts nade by the Governnent of
Papua New Guinea in restoring peace to the island and expressed its readiness to
assi st Papua New Gui nea wherever possible in its efforts to bring about a

| asting and durabl e peace to Bougainville Province.

Anti - personnel | andm nes

41. Recalling the region's long-standing interest in disarmanent matters,
Leaders wel coned the recent international devel opnents in the campaign to ban
anti-personnel |andm nes. They endorsed the Otawa process and noted the

concl usion of the negotiations in Gslo of the text of a treaty banning
anti-personnel |andmnes in preparation for the signing of such a treaty in
Otawa in Decenmber 1997. They urged all nations to work strenuously towards the
promoti on of an effective gl obal ban on anti-personnel |andmnes in all rel evant
forums, including, inter alia, the United Nations, the Conference on

Di sarmanent, regi onal organizations and groupi ngs, the review conferences of the
Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventiona
Weapons VWi ch May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have

I ndiscrimnate Effects.

Japan- Forum | eaders summ t

42. The Forumwarmy wel coned the invitation by the Government of Japan to the
summ t meeting between | eaders of the region and Japan to be held in Tokyo next
nmont h, and endorsed the form and broad content of the draft agenda and

Decl aration, for further discussion with the Government of Japan. Leaders noted
that details of the agenda, including issues to be addressed in individua
presentations, would be settled in discussions between nenbers, the Forum
secretariat and the Government of Japan

43. The Forumreaffirmed the value that the region places on its relations with
Japan and urged all Forumcountries to be represented at the highest |evel

United Nations

44. The Forum recogni zed the inportance of the United Nations to the regi on and
the value it places on the observer seat at the United Nations. It tasked the
Forum Secretary General to identify ways of strengthening the |inkages between
the Forum and the United Nations.

45. Leaders particularly valued the inportant contribution to the region of the
work of the United Nations in the areas of devel opnent and the environment, and
consequently enphasi zed the need for a strengthened United Nations O ganization
responsi ve to needs of the smaller countries. In this regard, the Forum
expressed support for the recent package of reforns presented to the Genera
Assenbly by the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral. Leaders stated their strong
hope that the United Nations menbershi p woul d support the package as a whole, to
ensure the continuation of a process of reformat the United Nations.
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Readm ssion of Fiji to the Commbnweal t h

46. The Forum wel comed constitutional developments in Fiji and agreed to fully
support the readm ssion of Fiji to the Conmonweal t h.

Mexi co post - Forum di al ogue application

47. Forum Leaders noted with appreciation an indication of interest by the
Government of Mexico in participating in the post-Forum di al ogue process as a
di al ogue partner. They reaffirmed the Forumis wish to strengthen rel ations

bet ween t he Forum and ot her regions, including Latin Arerica and the Cari bbean
The Forumdirected the Forum Oficials Committee to examne the inplications of
expandi ng the dial ogue further at this tine, particularly taking into account

t he experience of this year's post-Forum di al ogue.

Canada's Security Council candidature

48. The Forum commended to nenbers for their favourable consideration Canada's
Security Council candi dature.

Smal ler island States menbership

49. The Forum approved the inclusion of the Republic of the Marshall Islands in
the smaller island States sub-group of the Forum

Sport and devel opnent

50. Forum Leaders warmy wel comed Australia's support for sport in the region
and its offer to underwite the cost of sending the A ynpic Torch Relay through
the South Pacific O ynpic nmenber countries on its way to the Sydney 2000 A ynpic
Ganes. They recogni zed the inportance of sport in the overall devel opnent of
Forum countries and agreed to the statenent and resol ution contained in annex 3.

51. In this regard Leaders also noted with interest the presentation by Nauru
on regional Sports Pacific Network.

Pacific |Islands Asia-Pacific Econom c Cooperation Centre

52. The Forum endorsed the establishnment of the Pacific Island Asia-Pacific
Econom ¢ Cooperation (APEC) Centre in Port Mresby, noted the progress nade to
date, and | ooked forward to the Centre conpl enenting the regional role played by
the Forum secretariat on APEC natters.

South Pacific Regional Environnent Progranme headquarters

53. The Forum recogni zed the inmportance of the work of SPREP in the area of
environnent, for the region. Leaders agreed to nmake every effort to construct a
per manent headquarters for SPREP and in this connection, wel comed the generous
of fers by Australia and New Zeal and to provide funding. The Forum agreed to

rai se the issue with the Governnent of Japan in the post-Forum di al ogue

Leaders undertook to have in place full funding arrangenents for the project



A 52/ 413
Engl i sh
Page 12

within a year, including conmtnent by nmenbers to contribute funding if
necessary.

Appoi nt mrent of the Secretary General

54. The Leaders agreed to appoint M. Noel Levi of Papua New Guinea as the
Secretary General of the South Pacific Forumsecretariat for a three-year term
commenci ng in January 1998. In doing so, Forum Leaders expressed their deep
appreciation to the outgoing Secretary General, Hon. leremia T. Tabai, for his
great contribution to the devel opnent of the region during his six years in
of fice.

Dat e and venue of the next neeting

55. The Forumreaffirned its appreciation and acceptance of the kind offer of
the Federated States of Mcronesia to host the twenty-ninth South Pacific Forum
The date for the Forumw Il be finalized by the Federated States of M cronesia
in consultation with the secretariat.
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ANNEX 1
Forum Leaders retreat statenment on clinate change,
19 Septenber 1997
1. The Forum recogni zed and endorsed the deep concerns regardi ng the inpact of

greenhouse gas emi ssions on rising sea |l evel s and changi ng weat her patterns on
all Forum menbers, especially lowlying island nations, as recorded in the
Statement on Cinmate Change and Sea Level Rise issued by the seventh Economic
Sunmit of Smaller Island States Leaders held in Rarotonga on 12 and

13 Septenber 1997. They urged all countries to make additional efforts in
meeting conmtments under the United Nations Framework Convention on Cimate
Change, and expressed concern at the insufficient progress made so far

2. Leaders recogni zed that to respond effectively to those concerns woul d
require the active cooperation of all countries with significant greenhouse gas
em ssi ons.

3. The Forumurged all Parties to the Framework Convention on dimate Change
to consider fully the Alliance of Small Island States draft protocol during the
ongoi ng negotiations. Leaders urged all participants at the forthcom ng Kyoto
Conference to pursue vigorously an outcone whi ch woul d produce the highest |eve
of net reduction in global greenhouse gas em ssions, by neans of a legally

bi ndi ng protocol or other |egal instrunent.

4. Leaders recogni zed that participants at the Kyoto Conference can be
expected to adopt different approaches but all Forum menbers are unified in
their support of the principles set out in this statenent.

5. Leaders recogni zed the inportance of retaining or replanting forests to
mtigate the effects of em ssions.

6. The Forum al so called for the outcome of the third session of the
Conference of the Parties to provide for procedures and future tinme-franes under
whi ch significant devel oping country emtters would limt and ultimtely reduce
their greenhouse gas em ssions as part of global efforts towards attai nnent of
the long-termgoal of the Framework Convention on dimate Change.

7. Leaders agreed that these positions should be concertedly advocated by
nenbers and the Secretary General by neans of organized representations, in the
| ead-up to the third session of the Conference of the Parti es.
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ANNEX 2
Aitutaki Declaration on Regional Security Cooperation
adopted on 18 Septenber 1997
1. Forum Leaders recall ed the 1992 Decl arati on on Law Enforcenent Cooperation

(the Honi ara Decl aration), which recognized that an adverse | aw enforcenent
environnent could threaten the sovereignty, security and economc integrity of
Forum menbers and j eopardi ze econonm ¢ and soci al devel oprent.

2. The Forum recogni zed the region's vulnerability to natural disasters,

envi ronnent al damage and unl awful challenges to national integrity and

i ndependence and reaffirmed its conmtnent to take a conprehensive, integrated
and col | aborative approach to maintaining and strengthening current nmechani sns
for cooperation among nenbers in dealing with threats to the security, broadly
defined, of States in the region and of the region as a whol e.

3. Forum Leaders, recalling their commtnment to existing regional and

i nternational cooperative security arrangenents, accepted the need for the
region to take on a nore conprehensive approach to regi onal security consistent
with the relevant principles of the United Nations "An Agenda for Peace".

4. The Forum noted that the nost immediate risks to security in the region
hi nge on regional and donestic devel opnents, including natural disasters,
transnational crinme including drug trafficking, and econom c, social and
envi ronnental policies.

5. The Forum expressed concern about the vulnerability of nenber countries to
external threats to their sovereignty.

6. Forum Leaders al so acknowl edged that security challenges could arise with
little warning, and the region needs to be able to respond quickly to them

7. The Forum recogni zed that coordi nati on mechani snms enabling the region to
respond to specific types of security threats are already well devel oped in the
regi on through the South Pacific Forum other regional organizations, and

sub- groupi ngs, and that unnecessary duplication, overlap and waste shoul d be
avoi ded.

8. Forum Leaders acknow edged that existing arrangenents have not provided
explicit mechanisns to facilitate consultations that woul d enabl e nmenbers to
respond pronptly and effectively to requests for assistance.

9. The Forum consi dered that the enhancenent of existing nechani sns woul d hel p
build confidence within the region in relation to political and security issues
and agreed that dialogue on political and security issues should be broadened.
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10. Forum Leaders expressed support for the follow ng guiding principles
governi ng security cooperation in the region

e« The Forumis commtted to pronoting a conprehensive, integrated and
col | aborative approach to security in aid of the region

e (Good governance, sustainable devel opnment and international cooperation,
i ncl udi ng preventive diplonacy, are anong the nost effective ways of overcom ng
the vulnerability, building nmutual confidence and strengthening the overal
security of states in the region

e Recognizing that it is best to avert the causes of conflict, the Forum
is conmitted to reducing, containing and resolving all conflicts by peacefu
means, including by customary practices;

e Forum nenbers will give effect to their shared comm tnent to peace and
security by engaging in practical fornms of cooperation in accordance with this
Decl aration and international |aw.

11. In line with these principles, the Forumagreed to devel op further
mechani sns for preventive diplonmacy, including use of the Forum Regi ona
Security Commttee, the good offices of the Forum Secretary General, em nent
persons, fact-finding mssions and third-party nediation

12. Forum Leaders al so agreed that the Forum Regi onal Security Comittee
Meeting be strengthened through the addition of a second session for
consul tations on broader security issues.

13. The Forum agreed that the Forum Regi onal Security Conmttee shoul d give
early consideration to the circunstances whereby the Commttee woul d be convened
in response to energency situations.

14. Forum Leaders agreed that procedures should be devel oped and put in place
whi ch woul d better facilitate responses by the region's disciplined forces,
including early consideration of status of forces agreenents for this purpose.
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ANNEX 3

Forum statenent and resolution on sport and devel opnent

W, the Leaders who have participated in the twenty-eighth Meeting of the
South Pacific Forum held at Rarotonga, Cook Islands, in 1997, recognize the
i nportance of sport in the overall devel opnent of our nations. W value the
benefits that lifelong sporting participation can bring, particularly to health,
communi ty cohesion and social interaction. W equally value the benefits of
conpetitive sport, especially its role in devel opi ng national pride and
providing role nodels for the young.

Recal ling our Vision Statenent issued at the twenty-sixth Meeting of the
Sout h Pacific Forum held at Madang, Papua New Qui nea, in 1995, for enhancing
regi onal cooperation for the next twenty-five years in which indigenous and
ot her val ues, traditions and custons of the region are respected and pronoted
t hrough sporting exchanges, we see sport as one of the unifying forces for Forum
countries and our region, encouraging friendly conpetition through the South
Paci fi c Ganmes and, for those States which are eligible, the Cceania Ganes, the
Comonweal th Ganes and the d ynpic and Paral ynpi c Ganes.

W recogni ze the enornous regional opportunity presented by the Sydney 2000
A ynpics and Paral ynpics to showcase the region through our athletes. W
appreci ate the generous assi stance being provided by the Government of Australia
under the Australia South Pacific 2000 progranmme to naxi m ze regi ona
participation in the Sydney O ynpics and Paral ynpics, including through the
regional Aynpic Torch Relay, and to devel op the physical education and sports
adm nistration of the region so that the Ganes are a springboard to the future
devel opnent of sport in the region. |In this context, we recognize the
i nportance of a successful regional bid for the 2006 Cormonweal th Ganes, which
woul d give those eligible Forumnmenbers a further opportunity for their athletes
to conpete and strive for sporting international success within their own
regi onal environnent.

Accordingly, we as Forum | eaders resolve to support the devel opment of
sport in the region, within our avail able resources, by:

¢ Devel oping a strong, vibrant comm tnent to physical and sports education
wi t hi n our school systerns;

e Wirking closely with our National Aynpic Commttees and ot her rel evant
bodi es, both governmental and non-governmental, to encourage broad participation
in sports;

e The devel opnent of skills in sports adm nistration, coaching and
of ficiating; and the pronotion of arrangenents for recreational and conpetitive
sport at all levels and for all ages;

e Encouragi ng regional sporting conpetitions and the sharing of
i nformati on and experti se;
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e Supporting the Aynpic Torch Relay through every National d ynpic
Committee within Cceania and to work with each National Aynmpic Comrmittee, the
Cceania National Aynpic Commttee and the Sydney Organizing Conmittee for the
Aynmpic Ganes in nmaking this a truly unique reality for our region;

e Advocating and pronoting a greater global enphasis on sport in the
regi on through the 2000 A ynpi cs and Paral ynpi cs, the 2006 Commonweal t h Ganes
and various sports competitions, and by urging appropriate international
(support), including the Commonwealth, to give greater attention to the gl obal
benefits of sport in the context of devel opnment.



