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I have the honour to transmt herewith the text of a statenment issued on
15 Septenber 1997 by the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Republic of Tajikistan, Turknenistan and
the Republic of Uzbekistan at the International Conference on Central Asia as a
Nucl ear - Weapon- Free Zone, held at Tashkent on 15 and 16 Septenber 1997 (see
annex) .

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its

annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under agenda item 71

(Signed) Alisher VOH DOV
Per manent Representative of
Uzbeki stan to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Russian]
Statenent i ssued at Tashkent on 15 Septenber 1997 by the

Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Taji ki stan, Tur kneni stan and Uzbeki st an

The proliferation of nucl ear weapons throughout the world is the main
threat to the survival of mankind. Nuclear weapons are capable of destroying
not only everything that man has created over the centuries but also life on
earth itself.

In the age of nucl ear weapons it is necessary to develop a new i dea of
peace based on the principles of rejection of the use of force or the threat
t hereof, respect for the right of every people to make its own social, politica
and i deol ogi cal choices rejecting policies that pronote the dom nation of sone
by ot hers.

The Tashkent International Conference on Central Asia as a Nucl ear-Wapon-
Free Zone, held on 15 and 16 Septenber 1997, recognizing the inseparability of
regi onal and gl obal security, reaffirmed the need for a collective contribution
to the progressive devel opnent of the international comunity.

Kazakhst an, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turknenistan and Uzbeki stan, aware of
their comon responsibility, proceeding fromtheir unwavering desire to work
t oget her, expressing the united view of their peoples, and having signed the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons and the Almaty Decl aration

- Hereby affirmthat the need to declare Central Asia as a nuclear-
weapon-free zone is the nost inportant consideration in strengthening
regi onal security;

- Wl cone the objective and principles set out in the docunents of the
1995 Revi ew and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons;

- Wl cone the adoption of the Conprehensive Test-Ban Treaty, which was
opened for signature on 24 Septenmber 1996, and urge all States that
have not yet done so to sign the Treaty;

- Express their satisfaction that States that have voluntarily assuned
obl i gations under treaties on nucl ear-weapon-free zones constitute a
significant portion of the world and are creating a new culture of
nucl ear security;

- Consi der that the establishnent of a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in
Central Asia is consistent with national, regional and global security
interests;
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Call upon the permanent nenbers of the United Nations Security Counci
and all States to support the initiative for the establishment of a
nucl ear - weapon-free zone in Central Asia and provide all possible
assi stance for its establishnent;

Call upon other States to provide assistance in rehabilitating areas,
i ncl udi ng areas contam nated by radi oactive waste, considering it
necessary to ensure environnental security in their region

Confirmtheir readiness to broaden and strengthen cooperation in the
peaceful uses of nucl ear energy;

Appeal to the United Nations specialized agencies to establish a group
of United Nations experts with the participation of a regional group
of experts to consider ways and nmeans of preparing and inplenenting a
treaty establishing a nucl ear-weapon-free zone in Central Asia as well
as the elenents of such a treaty.



