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Representati ve of Kazakhstan to the United Nations
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I have the honour to transmt herewith the text of a statenent by the
M nistry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan concerning the decision adopted by the
Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan on 6 August 1997 banning the export of
anti-personnel mnes, including the re-export and transit thereof (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under item 71 of the
provi si onal agenda.

(Signed) Akmaral Kh. ARYSTYANBEKOVA
Anbassador
Per manent Representative of Kazakhstan
to the United Nations

* A/ 52/150 and Corr. 1.
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ANNEX

Statenent issued by the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs
of Kazakhstan on 11 August 1997

The Mnistry of Foreign Affairs is authorized to state that the Governnent
of the Republic of Kazakhstan adopted a decision on 6 August 1997 proclaimng a
ban on the export of anti-personnel mnes, including the re-export and transit
t her eof .

Kazakhst an shares the international comunity's grow ng concern at the vast
nunbers of victins caused throughout the world by the use of anti-personne
m nes. At present sone 110 million mnes in nore than 70 countries continue to
maimand kill civilians every day. It is for this reason that anti-personne
m nes have been call ed "del ayed-acti on weapons of mass destruction".

This serious problem of global significance can only be sol ved through
joint international action to limt the use of, and access to, anti-personne
mnes and, ultimately, to ban their use altogether.

This unilateral noratoriumby Kazakhstan supports the rel evant resol utions

of the United Nations CGeneral Assenbly and constitutes an expression of
Kazakhstan's comm tnment to strengthening international peace and security.



