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of the Permanent M ssion of the Islamc Republic of Iran to
the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-CGeneral

Upon instructions fromny Government, | have the honour to draw your
attention to the encl osed docunent which reflects the position of the Islamc
Republic of Iran concerning the I egal regime of the Caspian Sea (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of the present letter and
its annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under itens 39, 99,
100 and 101 of the provisional agenda.

(Signed) Majid TAKHT- RAVANCHI
Anmbassador
Chargé d' affaires a.i.

* A/ 52/150 and Corr. 1.
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ANNEX

Position of the Islamc Republic of Iran concerning the
legal reginme of the Caspian Sea

The Caspian Sea is a body of water with a unique character that is of vita
i mportance to its coastal States. Those States bear a common responsibility
regarding its proper utilization, the developnment of its natural resources and
the preservation of the environment.

The | egal regine governing the Caspian Sea has been provided for in the
Treaty of Amty concluded between Iran and Russia on 26 February 1921, as well
as the Commerce and Navi gation Agreenent concluded between Iran and the Uni on of

Sovi et Socialist Republics on 25 March 1940 and the letters annexed thereto. In
those instrunents, the Caspian Sea, except for the 10-nile exclusive fishery
zone, was described as an Iran-Soviet sea. |In accordance with the rules and

principles of international |aw, those agreenents are binding on all successor
States of the former Soviet Union

It should be recalled that the successor States of the former USSR, in
accordance with the Alma Ata Declaration of 21 Decenber 1991 (A 47/60-S/ 23329,
annex |1), have guaranteed "the discharge of the international obligations
deriving fromtreaties and agreenents concl uded by the fornmer Union of Soviet
Soci al i st Republics". Therefore, the above-nentioned agreenents continue to be
bi nding on the Islamc Republic of Iran and on the Russian Federation, as they
are binding on the other republics of the Conmonweal th of | ndependent States
whi ch are the coastal States of the Caspian Sea.

As clearly stated in the communi qué i ssued at Ashgabat by the Mnisters for
Foreign Affairs of the five coastal States on 12 Novenber 1996, the
conpl enentation of the legal regine of the Caspian Sea, follow ng the
di snenberment of the USSR, can occur only through the unani nous decision of the
five coastal States.

On the basis of the foregoing, as long as the |egal regine of the Caspian
Sea has not been conpl enented, any neasure adopted by the coastal States in
contravention of the existing legal regine or any action taken without the
agreenment of all coastal States shall not be acceptable to the Islam c Republic
of Iran. Not only do such neasures and actions not establish a basis for any
right or any claim but the full responsibility for the consequences of such
illegal neasures and actions, including damages caused to other coastal States,
the natural resources and the environment of the Caspian Sea, rests with States
violating its |egal regine.

In view of the vital inportance of the Caspian Sea to its coastal States
and considering the vulnerability of the environnent of that body of water with
its unique character, the Islamc Republic of Iran, follow ng the dissolution of
the USSR, has nade consistent efforts to expedite the updating process of the
| egal reginme of the Caspian Sea and has persistently invited the cooperation and
under standi ng of the other coastal States to that end.



