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Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. On 10 Decenber 1996, the General Assenbly adopted resolution 51/45 C
entitled "Convening of the fourth special session of the General Assenbly
devoted to disarmanment”, paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 of which read:

"1. Decides, subject to the energence of a consensus on its
obj ectives and agenda, to convene its fourth special session devoted to
di sarmanent in 1999

"2. Notes the view of the Secretary-CGeneral that preparations for the
speci al session could begin in 1997;

"3. Decides, subject to the outcome of deliberations concerning the
fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmanment at
the 1997 substantive session of the D sarmanent Conm ssion, to convene a
meeting of the Preparatory Conmittee for the Fourth Special Session of the
Ceneral Assenbly Devoted to D sarmanment before the end of the fifty-first
session of the Assenbly in order to set an exact date and to deci de on
organi zational matters relating to the convening of the special session,
and requests the Preparatory Conmittee to submt its progress report to the
Assenbly at its fifty-second session".

2. The Di sarmanment Commi ssion held its 1997 substantive session from 21 Apri
to 13 May 1997. The Commi ssion decided to include in its agenda the item
entitled "Fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to

di sarmanent", which was considered in Wrking Goup Il
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3. At its 12th nmeeting, on 9 May, the Working G oup concluded that, after

i ntensive consultations, it was generally agreed that a fourth special session
devoted to di sarmanment woul d be convened, subject to the emergence of a
consensus on its objectives and agenda. Al though no consensus on objectives and
agenda was reached, sone progress was made. |t was al so generally agreed that
t he deci sion on convening a fourth special session should follow the procedure
set for previous special sessions of the General Assenbly devoted to

di sarmanent. At the sane neeting, the Wrking Goup decided to reconmend t hat
the itementitled "Fourth special session of the General Assenbly devoted to
di sarmanent" shoul d be included in the agenda of the D sarmanent Conm ssion at
its 1998 session.?

4. In view of the fact that no consensus was reached at the 1997 substantive
session of the D sarmanent Commission with regard to the convening of the fourth
speci al session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarmanment, including its
obj ectives and agenda, the Preparatory Conmittee for the Fourth Special Session
of the General Assenbly Devoted to Disarmanment will not hold any neeting during
1997 and, therefore, no progress report has been prepared for the Genera
Assenbly as requested in paragraph 3 of resolution 51/45 C.

1 See Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fifty-second Session
Suppl ement No. 42 (A/52/42).




