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Report of the Secretary-Genera

. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. In its resolution 50/61 of 12 Decenber 1995, the Ceneral Assenbly requested
the Secretary-CGeneral to report to it at its fifty-second session on views

recei ved from Menber States and on actions taken by them and by the Secretari at
with respect to the reconmendati ons contained in the expert study on
verification in all its aspects, including the role of the United Nations in the
field of verification (A/50/377 and Corr.1, annex). The present report is

subm tted pursuant to that request.

1. DEVELOPMENTS
2. The subject of verification and conpliance has remai ned a paranount concern
of Menber States and it is an issue on which much has been acconplished in the
past two years, since the conpletion of the report on verification in all its

aspects, including the role of the United Nations in the field of verification
Attention has focused on two new bodi es dedicated to inplenenting the
verification provisions of two inmportant new treaties, the Convention on the
Prohi bition of the Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chem ca
Weapons and on Their Destruction and the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty.
Wth the entry into force of the Convention on the Prohibition of the

Devel opnent, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemi cal Wapons and on Their
Destruction on 29 April 1997, the Oganization for the Prohibition of Chemnca
Weapons (OPCW, established by the Treaty, becane responsible for actually

i mpl ementing the conpl ex verification mechani smprovided for in that treaty. In
its resolution 51/230 of 3 June 1997, the General Assenbly invited the

* A/ 52/150 and Corr. 1.
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Secretary-CGeneral to conclude with the Director-Ceneral of OPCWan agreenent to
regul ate the rel ati onship between their two organi zations. The Preparatory
Conmmi ssion for the future Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty Organi zation
established by the States signatories in Novenber 1996, enbarked early in 1992
on its preparations to ensure the operationalization of the verification reginme
of the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty upon its entry into force.

3. The international community is also taking steps to strengthen the
verification provisions of existing agreenents. The parties to the Biologica
Weapons Convention are presently negotiating a verification protocol to that
instrument. In May 1997, the International Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA) adopted
a protocol to its safeguards agreenments that will enhance its capability to

det ect cl andestine programes.

4. At the operational level, the United Nations Special Comm ssion has
continued its tasks of verifying the destruction of Iraq' s proscribed weapons
and capabilities and of operating a system of ongoing nmonitoring of its
conpliance with its obligation not to acquire such weapons or capabilities in
the future (see S/1997/301, annex).

5. Verification remains a very conplex issue, one on which thinking is
evolving. Sonme of the recommendations in the expert study on verification,in
particul ar those under the heading "Role of the United Nations in neutral third-
party verification", are closely related to questions pertaining to preventive
di pl omacy and peacenaki ng, sanctions, post-conflict peace-building, and
coordination - the four areas of ongoing discussion in the Informal Open-ended
Wirki ng Goup on An Agenda for Peace. Moreover, the United Nations reform
including in the area of disarmanent and arnms regul ation, is under way. It
woul d, therefore, seemappropriate to await the energency of a comon
under st andi ng of the above issues before addressing the substantive matters
contained in the expert study and their inplications for the United Nations.

6. Pursuant to resolution 50/61, two Menber States submitted their views on
the study. The texts of those subm ssions are reproduced in section |l bel ow.

[11. VIEW RECEI VED FROM MEMBER STATES
CANADA
[Oiginal: English]

1. The following refers to United Nations resolution 50/61, entitled
“"Verification in all its aspects, including the role of the United Nations in
the field of verification". This resolution seeks the views of Menber States on
the report of the Secretary-General prepared on this subject with the assistance
of a Group of Qualified Governnmental Experts (A/50/377 and Corr.1) and on
actions taken by themwi th respect to the recommendations in this report.

2. In the view of the Governnent of Canada, the 1995 verification report
continues to represent an inportant guide for the future, identifying challenges
that nust be tackled. For this reason, Canada took the step of reprinting and

l...
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distributing the report as a salute to the United Nations on the anniversary of
its first half century of distinguished service.

3. The 1995 report provides a uni que, conprehensive and thorough revi ew of
verification experience and related international devel opnents up to the spring
of 1995. Based on that review, it devel oped a nunber of practical |essons and
identified ideas for additional verification principles and guidelines, with
particular attention on the possible role of the United Nations in this field.
In the two years since the conclusion of the report, additional experience has
been acquired and ot her devel opments have occurred that are relevant to the
findings of the Group of Governnental Experts. Canada has undertaken a

conpr ehensi ve review of this relevant experience and other devel opnents to
assist in preparing this response. The follow ng points provide a synopsis of
the findings of this review

(a) International Atom c Energy Agency (| AEA) safeguards have been
strengt hened, including through the adoption of a Mbdel Protocol to the Agency's
existing bilateral safeguards agreenents. Through the provision of greater
i nformation by each State and greater access to locations in each country, the
Agency will be able to obtain credible assurances that there are no undecl ared
nucl ear activities and, as a result, the intensity of the Agency's safeguards
activities in a State should not continue to be based solely on the size of the
State's peaceful nuclear programe;

(b) ITAEA is currently exploring with the Russian Federation and the United
States of Anerica technical, legal and financial arrangenents for safeguarding
fissile materials released frommlitary progranmes. New verification
approaches and arrangenents may be required for this safeguards task;

(c) The Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty has been signed and a
Preparatory Comm ssion has comrenced activities. The Treaty includes a package
of verification methodologies and will rely on an international body - the
Conpr ehensi ve Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty Organization - to conduct verification
activities. Wiile the use of information from national technical neans is
permitted for verification, overhead inmagery is not an explicit nethodol ogy
incorporated into the international nonitoring system The costs associ ated
with inplenmenting the Treaty's verification provisions, both at the
international and national levels, will be significant;

(d) New African and Sout h- East Asi an nucl ear-weapon-free zone treaties
have been concluded. These treaties rely heavily on | AEA saf eguards for
verification, but also incorporate additional regional processes;

(e) There has been agreenent between the Russian Federation and the United
States of Anerica to pursue a bilateral START Il agreenent once START Il enters
into force. The progressive novenent from exclusive reliance on renote
nonitoring by national technical means towards nore cooperative and intrusive
net hods, including on-site inspections, is a noteworthy trend that is likely to
continue with START III. Moreover, the increasingly inportant role played by
general transparency in facilitating verification of these agreenents shoul d be
not ed;
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(f) The Chemi cal Wapons Convention cane into force on 29 April 1997.
VWil e the Preparatory Conm ssion had four years to address the procedures for
i npl enentation, the conplexity of this preparatory work and the considerabl e
difficulty that States parties have had in neeting the agreed declaration
deadl i nes underline the finding of the 1995 United Nations report concerning the
i nportance of providing an adequate start-up process for a nultilatera
verification regine of this nature. As is true for the Conprehensive Nucl ear
Test-Ban Treaty, the costs of verification - both at the international and
national levels - are significant. By undertaking the formal verification tasks
on behalf of the States parties, both the Organization for the Prohibition of
Chem cal Weapons and the Conprehensive Nucl ear Test-Ban Treaty O ganization
provide greater efficiency at less cost than nultiple direct State-to-State
verification arrangenents. However, careful planning is required to streanline
and allow for optimal efficiencies - such as ensuring the maxi mrum benefits from
enpl oyi ng advanced data managenent technol ogi es. Another point enphasized by
Canada' s Chem cal Wapons Convention inplenenters is the need, when devel oping a
new verification system to maxim ze the exchange of information with other
verification inplementers;

(g) There has been progress in developing a legally binding protocol to
t he Bi ol ogi cal and Toxin Wapons Convention. The direction of these
negoti ati ons appears to be towards a package of verification nmeasures, a concept
that is preval ent throughout the 1995 United Nations report. Another feature of
t hese negoti ati ons that echoes the 1995 report's findings is the need to involve
the expert comunity early and persistently in the negotiations. The voluntary
provi sion of information (including national intelligence information and
i magery), by any State party, with regard to a non-conpliance concern is likely
to be an inportant area of consideration

(h) The work by the United Nations Special Comm ssion and | AEA in Iragq,
i ncluding the inplenentation of an ongoing nmonitoring and verification system
and an export/inport nonitoring mechani sm continues to constitute a uni que
"verification |aboratory" for the operation of technical neasures as described
in the 1995 United Nations report. This practical "hands-on" verification
experience, both in terns of inplenmenting specific nethodol ogies and in
integrating the information generated fromthese nmethodol ogies into a nmeani ngfu
picture, is a special resource for both the United Nations and for those charged
with verification in other contexts. Efforts should be made to ensure that this
expertise is shared with other verification organizations and that it is not
lost to the United Nations;

(i) There has been agreenent to adapt the Treaty on Conventional Arned
Forces in Europe to the new conditions in Europe, including enhancerment of the
Treaty's verification and information exchange provisions. The ongoing
verification experience of the Treaty continues to provide "striking evidence of
the beneficial effects of cooperation anong participating countries", as stated
in the 1995 United Nations report. It remains a quintessential exanple of the
power that such benefits have to drive the devel opnent of ad hoc cooperative
processes as identified by the 1995 report;

(j) In Novenber 1993, the predecessor to the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) adopted a docunent entitled "Stabilizing Measures

l...
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for Localized Crisis Situations”, which contained many concepts relating to
verification that were later incorporated into the Dayton Accords and its
subsi di ary agreenents of 1995-1996 and that have rel evance for other regions.

I n Decenber 1996, other documents were adopted by OSCE that outline sone
specific goals and methods for further devel opnent of arns control in the OSCE
context, including inproving existing verification provisions and devel opi ng new
ones as necessary. |In general, the information exchange and verification
procedures of the Vienna Document are operating well, although there have been
sone general difficulties of inplenentation. Not all participating States have
equal capacity to neet their obligations, nor do all assign the sanme priority to
doi ng so. Consequently, assistance in funds and in kind may be essential.

Normal verification processes, including regular conpliance consultations, help
hi ghl i ght defici encies, provide explanations of anomalies and, in so doing,
avoi d suspicions and build confidence;

(k) A significant subregional arns control undertaki ng has been
i mpl emented in the formof the Dayton Accords and its subsidiary agreenents,
whi ch draw upon the experience of the Treaty on Conventional Arnmed Forces in
Eur ope and OSCE Vi enna Docunent. OSCE, the North Atlantic Treaty Organi zation
(NATO and their menbers have provided an indi spensabl e neutral third-party
verification conponent to the inplenmentation of these agreenents, reinforcing
the inportant role that the 1995 United Nations report saw for neutral third
parties in facilitating verification, in particular when the level of hostility
among the parties is high. This case al so denonstrates how verification
experience in one context can find useful application in another

(1) Trial overflights continue under the Open Skies Treaty, including one
by the Russian Federation over Canada and the United States in August 1997, as
well as a rel ated Hungari an/ Romani an flight over Bosnia and Herzegovi na
conducted as a voluntary confidence-buil ding neasure under the Dayton Accords.
Al t hough these tests help validate the open skies concept, the Treaty itself
still requires ratification by the Russian Federation and Ukraine before it can
conme into force

(m Sino-Russian border confidence-buil ding agreenents have been
concl uded, which apparently draw upon OSCE and the Treaty on Conventional Arned
Forces in Europe experience;

(n) An anended Protocol Il to the | nhumane Wapons Convention dealing with
| andm nes was adopted in May 1996. It provides for consultation and
cooperation, bilaterally, through the United Nations Secretary-Ceneral or other
appropriate international procedures to resolve problens of interpretation and
application. There is also a provision for annual conferences that will, anong
ot her things, review the operation and status of the Protocol

(o) A significant research project by the United Nations Institute for
Di sar manment Research (UNIDIR) has been conpl eted, whose findings underline the
i nportance of the di sarmanment di nension for establishing viable security in the
context of intra-state conflict resolution. |In addition, the need for a sound
i nformation gathering, assessment and distribution systemin order for peace
operations to successfully nmanage di sarmanent during peace operations is also
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enphasi zed!, echoing the 1995 United Nations verification report's suggestions
for inprovenents in the ability of peace operations to verify di sarmanent
obligations of the parties;

(p) One devel opnent that is receiving increasing attention is the possible
depl oyment of weapons for use in outer space. Any new arns control undertakings
to address such concerns about the weaponi zation of outer space may al so require
consi deration of verification neasures, possibly including ground-based and
space- based renote sensing, as well as sonme provision for |aunch payl oad and
| aunch site inspections.

4. Experi ence gai ned and ot her devel opnents since the subm ssion of the 1995
report underscores the fact that effective verification remains an essentia
prerequi site for successful inplenentation of non-proliferation, arnms contro
and di sarmanent obligations. This experience reinforces our belief that the
concl usi ons and recomendati ons of the 1995 report continue to be highly

rel evant and useful both to practitioners generally and to the United Nations
specifically. It also reveals several salient issues that are likely to remain
inmportant in the future for verification in all its aspects and, in particular
the role of the United Nations therein. Anong these observations are the
fol | owi ng:

(a) It is evident that the costs of effective verification for arns
control agreenments are substantial. However, verification should be seen as an
i nvestment that repays itself in greater confidence and enhanced security. Arns
control measures continue to provide a valuable tool in a broader security
strategy, provided that conpliance can be seen to be occurring.

In this environment, the search for nore cost-effective approaches to
verification will become increasingly inportant. W are receptive to the view
that verification costs can be substantially reduced by pooling resources and
devel oping an international -1 evel agency to undertake a nunber of verification-
rel ated tasks, as pointed out in the 1995 report. Further nmovenent in this
direction mght entail significant savings with little if any decline in
ef fectiveness, and this question deserves continued attention

To achi eve nore savings, consideration mght be given to less reliance on
| abour-intensive verification through: (i) a "progressive tiered approach" to
verification; and (ii) the use of advanced technol ogy. The former idea
devel oped by sone anal ysts involves all States parties being subject initially
to the same level of verification; after tinme, however, as the internationa
verification organi zati on becomes confident in its know edge of the rel evant
facilities and activities within a State party, it mght be possible to reduce
t he nunber of regular inspections and begin relying on nore infrequent but nore
intrusive inspections, provided the host State party accepted. Underlying this
approach is increased use by the international verification agency of a greater
range of information on relevant State party activities.

! Managing Arnms in Peace Processes: The Issues, UNIDI R/ 96/4, p. 214.
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Greater reliance on advanced technol ogy by international verification
organi zati ons may al so provide significant cost savings as well as inprove
ef fecti veness in sonme cases. Anong the nost prom sing avenues is the use of
comercial satellite imagery. A nunber of enhanced systens will soon be in
operation. They have the advantage, unlike national technical neans, of being
available to any State party and to international verification agencies alike.

The human el enent, in particular on-site inspections and human anal ysis of
data, can never be entirely elimnated fromthe verification process. New
approaches and technol ogi es may be able to nake the verification process nore
efficient and on-site inspectors nore effective, but on-site inspections wll
continue to be an essential conponent of verification for the foreseeable
future;

(b) Certain contexts, particularly in post-conflict arns contro
situations where hostility anpong parties remains high, clearly favour a
significant role in verification by trusted third parties. Such neutral third-
party verification is not necessarily an alternative to direct verification by
the parties thensel ves; rather, both approaches shoul d be seen as conpl enentary.
Their productive interface is an area that may well increase in inportance as an
important tool for the international comunity in addressing post-conflict
si tuations;

(c) In the post-cold war environnent, increasing attention is being paid
to the serious consequences of internal (civil) conflicts for human security, as
well as a growi ng recognition of the risks such conflicts create for
i nternational peace and security. An exanple of an arns control neasure
concerned primarily with human security is the effort to develop a treaty to ban
conpr ehensi vely the use, production, transfer and stockpiling of anti-personne
| andmi nes. Sone anal ysts are already pondering the rel evance of this exanple
for dealing with other weapons, such as small arns and |ight weapons, that may
have particul ar relevance in post-conflict arms control contexts, in which the
United Nations may be particularly involved. New approaches, standards and
net hods for verification may be required in the context of these human security-
oriented arms control neasures;

(d) One particularly innovative aspect of the 1995 United Nations
verification report was its consideration of enmbargoes on arnms shipnments as a
formof arns control nmeasure and its call for the devel opnment of nore
systemati zed procedures for nonitoring and enforcenent of such enmbargoes. In a
recent report (A/51/950), the Secretary-Ceneral reiterates the need to consider
how t o make econom ¢ sanctions a nore effective tool in achieving the goal of
nodi fyi ng the behavi our of those targeted, while limting the collatera
damages. Simlarly, to the extent that the international conmunity can inprove
the ef fectiveness of arms enbargoes, the nore capable it will be of constraining
egregi ous behavi our short of the use of armed force;

(e) The United Nations has devel oped a wealth of operational verification
expertise primarily on an ad hoc basis, in particular that relating to a variety
of types of peace operations, including the United Nations Special Conm ssion,
but also relating to fact-finding mssions. It is likely that the O ganization
will be called upon in the future to undertake sinmilar verification operations.

/...
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As suggested in the 1995 report, this capability should be nmade nore pernmanent
and better coordinated, a requirenent that should be considered during any
restructuring of the Secretariat's di sarmanent organi zation

(f) 1In the past, the United Nations has played an inportant role in
hel pi ng to devel op international norns concerning verification through its
various Ceneral Assenbly resolutions and the Di sarnmanment Comm ssion 16
Verification Principles. It should continue to remain engaged on these matters,
as circunstances warrant;

(g) The 1995 report suggested that the United Nations can al so provide
comon services and play a facilitative/coordinating role. Gven its universa
nenbership, the United Nations can work generically at these tasks across treaty
regi nes. Anmpong the functions suggested are support for verification research
trai ning, and the exchange of views/comrunication between treaty regi nes and
bet ween Menmber St ates.

As a npdest contribution to assist the United Nations in the area of
verification common services, Canada has for the past six years nmade available a
survey of recent verification literature with the aimof facilitating policy
rel evant research and negotiations. Canada is actively investigating the
possibility of establishing an on-line verification literature database that
could provide a comon resource for the United Nations and its Menber States
along the lines recommended by the 1995 report.

Anot her recomendati on of the 1995 report was the initiation of an annua
series of synposia with the aimof pronoting the exchange of verification
know edge and experience. As a step towards inplenmenting the report's
recomrendati on, Canada intends in the future to invite officials of the United
Nations and other verification organizations to participate in its series of
Otawa verification synposia - as they have been invited to do and have done on
occasions in the past;

(h) Wth the aimof strengthening the United Nations ability to nmonitor
i nternational peace and security and, ultimately, to act nore expeditiously,
t here have been suggestions for inproving the capacity of the United Nations to
col l ect and anal yse information, including verification-relevant data. The use
of overhead inmagery mght form one dinmension of such a capability. Canada's
proposals submtted to the United Nations in 1995 regarding a rapid reaction
capability also incorporate simlar notions. Canada supports such strengthening
of the United Nations ability to collect and analyse, in a tinmely fashion
information relevant to its peace and security functions. Such a capability
coul d, anmong other things, be used to address arns control verification
guesti ons.
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5. In April 1986, Canada submitted a report to the United Nations in response
to the first General Assenbly resolution on the subject of verification.? Wile
witten in a very different international clinmate, many of the ideas in that
report of 12 years ago have stood the test of tinme well and continue to
represent Canada's approach to verification. One of the key themes contained in
that response was the need to pool resources when undertaking verification,

i ncluding a possible role for the United Nations, in order to maxim ze

effecti veness and save costs.

6. In addition, the following words of the covering letter to the 1986
Canadi an report continue to ring true today:?

"[Verification] should help neet the need to institutionalize in the
context of relations anong States the kind of accepted rules, procedures
and expectations as those that govern the conduct of relations anong
individuals in all civilized societies. Such rules and procedures do not
presune bad faith or mal evolent intent on the part of others, but they

all ow for such a possibility and provide a franmework in which unjustified
accusations could be authoritatively rebutted, m sunderstandings clarified
and resol ved, and non-conpliance objectively established.

“I'n this connection, it should be enphasi zed that the verification process
does not in itself address the issue of what can or should be done in the
event of misconduct. No judicial function is involved. The politica
managenent of the consequences of denobnstrated non-conpliance i s perhaps
the ultimate, and nost difficult and sensitive, problemin the whole arns
control and di sarmanent process. The role of verification in this context
islimted to providing, in the nost conprehensive and objective way, data
rel evant to such behaviour. It thus can be valuable in limting the scope
for unjustified allegations and in providing a basis for reasoned and
factual |y based decisions by the international comunity in instances where
non- conpl i ance is denobnstrated."

Verification is therefore a key ingredient, in Canada's view, in broader efforts
by the international comunity to institutionalize an international systemthat
is nore strongly based on the rule of law rather than the rule of force.

7. Specul ati ons about the end of arms control after the cold war are
premature, as are simlar views regarding a decline in the need to verify arnms
control undertakings. Aspects of the arns control agenda have certainly
changed, however, with issues such as "m cro-di sarmanent" that were overshadowed
during the cold war years taking on a greater salience. Arns control neasures
continue to be an inportant tool available to the international community in

2"Verification in all its aspects: a conprehensive report on arms contro
and di sarmanment verification pursuant to UNGA resolution 40/152 O, Qtawa,
Department of Foreign Affairs, April 1986. See al so the covering letter, which
summari zes the report, in the report of the Secretary-General of 11 July 1986
(A 41/ 422) .

5 1bid., sect. Il, paras. 6 and 7 of the Canadi an subni ssi on
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mai nt ai ni ng i nternational peace and security. Such neasures can only be
effective to the extent that we are confident that they are observed; it is in
this regard that verification plays its vital role.

8. Canada continues to believe that the United Nations is a key player on

i nternational peace and security issues and that, as such, the Organization
could assune a nore inportant role in certain carefully defined di nensi ons of
the field of arms control verification. The innovative 1995 United Nations
report on verification points the way for strengthening this role and Canada
remains committed to its findings and reconmendati ons.

ECUADOR
[Original: Spanish]
[30 May 1997]
1. Ecuador wel comes the work of the Group of Governnental Experts on

Verification and agrees with all the observations and suggestions contained in
its report (A/50/377 and Corr.1, annex).

2. It should be noted, in that regard, that the political will of States is
vital to the success of any verification process, especially the verification of
di sarmanent agreenents. Moreover, it is inportant to highlight the need to
elimnate the threats to the maintenance of world peace and security through the
net hods for the peaceful settlement of disputes provided for in the Charter of
the United Nations, including confidence-building neasures at the bilateral (in
the case of existing conflicts between States), regional and gl obal |evels.

3. In this regard, Ecuador believes that transparency is a vital el enent,
inasmuch as it facilitates the collection of the information that is essential
to the verification process. Furthernore, information can be cross-checked in
order to determine the truthfulness of a State's reports on its acquisition of
armanments, its level of mlitary forces and its conpliance with any

i nternational disarmanment agreenments it may have concluded. For that reason
Ecuador considers it fundanmental that transparency in the di sarmanent process be
pronoted through operational reports submtted not only by those who purchase
and use arns, but also by arnms producers and exporters.

4. Ecuador agrees with the suggestion contained in the report that information
shoul d be provided not only by States but also by other agents of civil society
who may be involved in the sale of arns. One exanple where civil society
actively participates in the provision and processing of information for
verification is the process established under the Chem cal Wapons Convention

an arrangenent that shoul d be consi dered when establishing disarmanment
verification mechani sns.

5. As far as international bilateral, regional and/or global disarnmnent
treaties are concerned, Ecuador deens it inportant to stress that such treaties
nmust necessarily provide for verification nmechani snms, otherwise they will remain
a dead letter.
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6. The possibility of establishing conplaints nechani sns shoul d be consi dered.
However, since such mechani snms could | ead to abuses, provision should be rmade
for holding the plaintiffs |iable where the conplaints are determ ned to be

unf ounded.

7. Concerning the possibility of establishing an international verification
system Ecuador deens it feasible to initiate, in the current internationa
political environment, a process of negotiations, perhaps within the franework
of the Conference on Disarmanment, on a nultilateral agreenment that incorporates
the verification guidelines and principles adopted in 1978 and 1988, and to
devel op themfurther in line with current realities in order to provide Menber
States with an international treaty conplenentary to the di sarmanent agreenents,
whi ch do not provide for verification mechanisnms. The body responsible for

i mpl ementi ng such verification mechani sms woul d be the United Nations, through
the Centre for D sarmanent Affairs, which could keep a roster of experts in the
various related fields and al so be responsible for conpiling and processing

dat a.

8. Ecuador deens it inportant to strengthen the United Nations Register of
Conventional Arns and the instrument for standardi zed international reporting of
mlitary expenditures, since they are appropriate nmechani sns for arns
[imtation, reduction and elimnation and for making cutbacks in mlitary
forces. One way of enhancing the reliability of such information is precisely
by cross-checking it to verify the accuracy of the reports.

9. Ecuador believes that the United Nations work in peacekeepi ng and
preventive diplonmacy, including early warning activities, is crucial. Al though
during the | ast several years the fact-finding m ssions undertaken by the
Secretary-Ceneral have i medi ately preceded peace operations after a conflict
has been resolved as part of efforts towards reconstruction and the
consol i dation of peaceful conditions, the Organization has not yet intervened
before the outbreak of conflicts. For that reason, Ecuador believes it is
important for the Security Council and the Secretary-General to devel op
nechani sns that woul d make early warning nore effective through verification
nechani sns desi gned to detect potentially dangerous situations and pronote

i nmedi ate action.

10. Moreover, Ecuador is of the opinion that the United Nations could play a
key role in nonitoring conpliance with confidence-building neasures. 1In that

regard, it is also inportant to nake use of any support that m ght be provided
in such processes by regional bodies, with which the United Nations shoul d

cl osely cooperate.

11. In this regard, note should be taken of the progress achi eved by the

Organi zation of American States through the establishnment of the Commttee on
Hem spheric Security, which makes use of the United Nations Register of
Conventional Arns and its instrument for standardi zed international reporting of
mlitary expenditures.

12. Finally, Ecuador deens it inportant for the United Nations to pronote
seminars, not only at its different headquarters but also in the different
geogr aphi cal regi ons corresponding to the regi onal groups recognized by the
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United Nations, with the aimof drawing attention to the inportance of

di sarmanent and the inplenentation of verification nmeasures, an action that
woul d be of great benefit to the national political and technical groups
involved in this field.



