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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. Inits resolution 51/45 L of 10 Decenber 1996, the General Assenbly
requested the Secretary-General to continue to exam ne the issue of assistance
to States for curbing the illicit traffic in small arnms and collecting them

encouraged himto continue his efforts, in the context of the inplenentation of
resolution 49/75 G of 15 Decenber 1994 and of the reconmmendations of the United
Nati ons advi sory mssions, to curb the illicit circulation of small arms and to
collect such arns in the affected States that so request, with the support of
the United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Di sarmanment in Africa and in
cl ose cooperation with the Organi zation of African Unity; and requested himto
report to the Assenbly at its fifty-second session. The present report is

subm tted pursuant to that request.

Il. FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS
2. The Secretary-General welconmes the attention the General Assenbly has been

devoting to this inmportant subject, which affects the stability of many
countri es.

3. The recent experience of Mali illustrates the possibilities for progress
that are avail able once Governnents denonstrate the necessary political will to
tackl e the conpl ex issues involved. |In March 1997, the Secretary-Ceneral sent a

senior official to Bamako to represent himat official cerenbnies comrenorating
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the first anniversary of the "Flame of Peace" organized in Tinmbuktu, Mli, on

27 March 1996, at which thousands of small arnms handed over by ex-conbatants of
t he arned novenents of northern Mali were publicly destroyed. The Secretary-
General expresses his hope that the process started by Mali will contribute
towards effective measures to control and elimnate the illicit circulation of
weapons t hroughout the region.

4. The Secretary-General |ooks forward to the inplenmentation by interested
African States of a noratoriumon inport, export and nmanufacture of |ight
weapons. The proposal was adopted first in Novenmber 1996 at an internationa
conference on Conflict Prevention, D sarmanment and Devel opment in West Africa.
The Conference, held in Bamako, was organi zed by the United Nations Institute
for D sarmanment Research (UNIDIR), the Departnment for Political Affairs of the
Secretariat and the United Nations Devel opnment Progranme (UNDP) in cooperation

with the Government of Mali. In March 1997, ministerial-level consultations
were held in Bamako anong Al geria, Burkina Faso, Quinea, Liberia, Mli,
Mauritania and Senegal. The consultations were observed by representatives of

the Departnent of Political Affairs/Centre for Disarmanent Affairs of the
Secretariat, the Organization of African Unity, the Accord de Non-Agression et
d' Assi stance en Mati ére de Défense, the Chairman of the Wassenaar G oup, the
United States Arns Control and D sarmanment Agency, the Norwegian Institute of
International Affairs and the Canadi an | nternational Devel opment Agency. These
consultations resulted in the adoption of a docunent for the declaration of a
noratorium including the establishment of a nechanismcalled the Programe for
Coordi nati on and Assi stance on Di sarmanment and Security.

5. Since the adoption of CGeneral Assenbly resolution 51/45 L, the Secretary-
General has not received any specific request for United Nations assistance to
curb the illicit circulation of small arns and to collect such arns in the
affected States. Should such requests be received in the future, he would
consi der themcarefully, in cooperation with the States and regi ona

organi zati ons concer ned.



