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We have the honour to transmit the text of the Treaty between the Russian
Federati on and the Azerbaijani Republic on Friendship, Cooperation and Mitua
Security, signed in Mboscow on 3 July 1997 by the President of the Russian
Federation, M. Boris N Yeltsin, and the President of the Azerbaijani Republic,
M. Heydar A. Aliyev (see annex).

We should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under itens 38 and 81 of
the prelimnary list.

(Signed) S. LAVROV (Signed) E. KOULIEV
Anbassador Anbassador
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of the Russian Federation to of the Azerbaijani Republic
to the United Nations to the United Nations
* A/ 52/ 50.
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ANNEX

Treaty between the Azerbaijani Republic and the Russian
Federation on Friendshi p, Cooperation and Mitual Security,
signed in Mbscow on 3 July 1997

The Azerbaijani Republic and the Russian Federation, hereinafter referred
to as the "H gh Contracting Parties"”,

Quided by the historical ties, friendly relations and traditions of
goodwi I | between their peoples,

Consi dering that the further devel opnent of relations of friendship, good-
nei ghbourliness and nmutual | y advant ageous cooperation between themis in keeping
with the basic interests of the peoples of the two States and serves the cause
of peace and security,

Determined to build in their territories denocratic States based on the
rul e of |aw,

Reaf firming their commtnent to the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations and to the Helsinki Final Act and other instruments of the
Organi zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe,

Reaf firming their commtnent to observe the universally recogni zed
international standards in the field of human rights,

Consolidating the contractual basis for their bilateral relations,

Desiring to upgrade their bilateral relations to a qualitatively new | evel

Have agreed as foll ows:

Article 1

The Hi gh Contracting Parties, as friendly, equal and sovereign States,
shal | base their relations on confidence, strategic partnership and all-round
cooperation. They shall abide strictly by the principles of mutual respect for
their State sovereignty and i ndependence, equality and non-interference in each
other's internal affairs, non-use of force or threat of force, including
econom ¢ and ot her nmeans of exerting pressure, territorial integrity,
inviolability of borders, peaceful settlenent of disputes, respect for hunman
rights and fundamental freedons, conscientious fulfilnment of their obligations,
and ot her universally recogni zed norns of international |aw

Article 2

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall cooperate with a view to strengthening
peace and inproving stability and security at the gl obal and regional |evels.
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They shall pronote the continuation of the di sarmanment process, the creation and
strengt hening of international collective security systens and the devel opnent
of structures and institutions that strengthen the peacekeeping role of the
United Nations and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and

i nprove the effectiveness of regional nmechanisns. They shall al so endeavour to
pronote the settlenment of regional conflicts on the basis of the universally
recogni zed norns of international |law and, first and forenost, the observance
and saf eguarding of the principles of sovereignty, territorial integrity and
inviolability of State borders.

To this end, the Hi gh Contracting Parties shall hold regular consultations
on a regular basis on issues of comon interest.

Article 3

The Hi gh Contracting Parties, affirmng the inadm ssibility of the use of
force or threat of force in relations between States, do not recognize the
forcible alteration of internationally recognized State borders.

They shall cooperate and support nutual efforts to safeguard their
territorial integrity and the inviolability of their borders.

Article 4

If a situation arises which, in the opinion of one of the Hi gh Contracting
Parties, poses a threat to peace, violates the peace or affects its vita
security interests, either Party may propose to the other Party that
consul tations on the subject be held without delay. The H gh Contracting
Parties shall exchange rel evant informati on and endeavour to cone to an
agreement on appropriate neasures to overcone the situation

Article 5

The Hi gh Contracting Parties condemm separatismin all its manifestations
and undertake not to support separatist novenents, and they shall al so prohibit
and suppress the establishnment and operation in their territories of
organi zati ons and groups, or activities of individuals, directed against the
State sovereignty, independence or territorial integrity of the other H gh
Contracting Party.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall cooperate in safeguarding their State
borders on the basis of separate agreenents.
Article 6
Each Hi gh Contracting Party undertakes not to participate in any actions or

measures of a mlitary, economc or financial nature, including through third
countries, which are directed against the other H gh Contracting Party, and
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shall not allowits territory to be used for the purposes of aggression or other
forcible actions against the other H gh Contracting Party.

Article 7

Each Hi gh Contracting Party shall recognize and respect the right of the
other Party independently to determ ne and carry out a set of neasures to
protect its sovereignty, territorial integrity, inviolability of borders and
defence capability.

Article 8

The Hi gh Contracting Parties, independently deciding on matters of nationa
security and defence, shall to this end engage in cl ose cooperation and
practical interaction. The forns and procedure for interaction in this area
shall be stipulated by a separate agreenent.

Article 9

Each H gh Contracting Party shall grant nationals of the other Party
residing inits territory property and personal non-property rights, the right
to rest, health protection, social security, housing, education, use of cultura
achi evenents, and participation in social organizations, as well as persona
rights and freedons on the sane basis and to the same extent as their own
nationals. Nationals of the other Party shall enjoy in the territory of each
H gh Contracting Party the same rights and shall have the sane obligations in
| abour relations as its own nationals; they shall not, however, be appointed to
such posts or engage in such activities for which citizenship of that Party is
required.

Nationals of the other Party in the territory of each H gh Contracting
Party shall have the right to appeal to the courts or other State bodies in
order to defend their rights, and shall enjoy the same procedural rights as
nationals of that Party.

Each Hi gh Contracting Party shall defend the rights of its nationals
residing in the territory of the other Party, and shall protect and support them
in accordance with the universally recognized norns of international |aw.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall conclude the necessary separate
agreenments to protect the rights of their nationals residing in the territory of
the other H gh Contracting Party.

Article 10

The Hi gh Contracting Parties affirmthat respect for the rights of persons
bel onging to ethnic mnorities, which is a universally recogni zed human ri ght,



A 52/ 253
Engl i sh
Page 5

is essential for peace, justice, stability and denocracy in the Azerbaijan
Republ i ¢ and the Russi an Federation

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall guarantee the right of persons bel ongi ng
to ethnic mnorities to exercise fully and effectively their human rights and
fundanental freedons and to enjoy themw thout any discrimnation and in ful
equal ity before the | aw

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall guarantee the right of persons bel ongi ng
to ethnic mnorities, individually or together with other persons bel onging to
ethnic mnorities, freely to express, preserve and devel op their ethnic,
cultural, linguistic or religious diversity and pronote and devel op their
culture in all its aspects wi thout being subjected to any attenpts to assinmlate
them against their wll.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall protect the ethnic, cultural, linguistic
and religious diversity of ethnic minorities in their territory and shall create
condi tions that encourage such diversity.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall take effective neasures, including the
adoption of appropriate legislative acts, to prevent and suppress any activities
that constitute incitenent to viol ence against individuals or groups, based on
national, racial, ethnic or religious discrimnation, hostility or hate.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall take effective neasures to protect
i ndi vi dual s or groups who are being subjected, or who may be subjected, to
threats or acts of violence, discrimnation or hostility on the grounds of their
ethnic, linguistic, cultural or religious diversity, and to protect their

property.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall conclude an agreenment on cooperation
with a view to guaranteeing the rights of persons belonging to ethnic,
linguistic, cultural or religious mnorities.

Article 11

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall guarantee to persons residing in their
territory of their own free will the right to maintain the citizenship of the
State of residence or to acquire the citizenship of the other Party in
accordance with the |l egislation of the Parties concerning citizenship.

The problenms that may arise in the case of a conflict of legislation on
matters of citizenship of the Hi gh Contracting Parties shall be settled on the
basis of a separate agreenent.

Article 12

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall devel op equal and mutual | y advant ageous
cooperation in the fields of politics, econony, culture, health protection
ener gy, ecology, science, technology and trade, and in the humanitarian and
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ot her areas, and shall prompote a broad exchange of information. Priority areas
of cooperation shall include, in particular, coordination of actions, including
the inplenentati on of coordinated initiatives, in diverse internationa

organi zati ons; safeguardi ng human rights in accordance with the basic
international instrunents in force in that area; coordination of nmanagenent of
the energy, transport and conmuni cati ons systens; cooperation in the field of
environnental protection; and cooperation to conbat organi zed crime, terrorism
and drug-trafficking.

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall conclude separate cooperation agreenents
on these and ot her questions of mutual interest.

Article 13

The I egal regine of State property and property of juridical persons and
nati onal s of one Hi gh Contracting Party situated in the territory of the other
H gh Contracting Party shall be regulated by the |legislation of the Party in
whi ch such property is situated, unless otherw se agreed between the Parti es.

If one High Contracting Parties clains ownership to property situated in
the territory of the other H gh Contracting Party, which is also clained by
third parties or States, the other Party shall take all the necessary neasures
to protect and preserve such property until the question of its ownership is
finally settled, and it shall not have the right to transfer it to anyone el se
without the explicit consent of the first Party.

Al other matters of property relations that affect the interests of the
H gh Contracting Parties shall be settled in separate agreenents.
Article 14

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall ensure the devel opment of economic,
trade and scientific and technical relations at the |evels of:

government and adm ni strative bodi es;

- banks and the financial system

territorial and local (municipal) self-governing bodies;

enterprises, associations, organizations and institutions;

- joint enterprises and organi zati ons;

- individual entrepreneurs.

The Parties shall pronote the creation in their territory of economc,

financial and | egal conditions conducive to entrepreneurial and other econonic
activity, including the encouragenent and reciprocal protection of investnents.
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The Parties shall cooperate in diverse international economc, financia
and ot her organizations and institutions, and shall support each other's
participation in, or efforts to gain adm ssion to, such internationa
organi zati ons of which one Party is a nenber.

The Parties shall notify each other in good tine of econonm c decisions that
may affect the rights and legitinmate interests of the other Party.

Article 15

The Parties shall continue to cooperate within the framework of the
Commonweal t h of | ndependent States with a view to enhancing its effectiveness,
whi ch is necessary for the efficacious use of opportunities for economc
cooperation in conditions of a market econony and entry into the world market.

Article 16

At tachi ng due inportance to participation in regional cooperation, the
Parties shall coordinate activities to pronote their possible joint or
unilateral initiatives within the framework of the Bl ack Sea Econonic
Cooper at i on.

Article 17

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall safeguard the carriage of goods and
passengers through their sea, river and air ports and by rail and road networks,
and pi pelines, and shall conclude separate agreenents on the regulation, on a
nost - f avour ed-nati on basis, of matters relating to the transit of goods and
passengers through their territory.

Article 18

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall preserve and devel op cooperation in the
processi ng, use and export of oil and natural gas, agriculture and food, and
also in the field of seisnology.

Article 19

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall devel op cooperation in the field of
sci ence and technol ogy, encouraging direct ties between research centres and the
realization of joint programmes and products, in particular, in the area of
advanced technol ogies. The Parties shall cooperate in the training of personne
and shall encourage the exchanges of scholars, trai nees and students engaged in
practical work, and shall conclude an agreenment on the recognition of diplomas
and schol arly degrees.
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Article 20
The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall in every way pronote the devel opnent of

econom c, cultural, ethnic and humanitarian ties, devel op exchanges in the
fields of education and tourismand pronote the free exchange of information
The Parties shall conclude separate agreenents on these questions.

They shall encourage the study and di ssem nation of the Russian | anguage in
Azer bai jan and of the Azerbaijani |anguage in the Russian Federation.

They shal |l encourage cooperation in these fields, including between
Governnents and non-governmental organi zations and institutions, private
organi zations and persons in the inplenmentation of joint projects and in the
activities of cultural, scientific and other funds and associations. The
Parties shall conclude an agreenment on the opening of cultural centres of the
two countries in each other's territory.

Article 21

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall devote particular attention to the
devel opnent of cooperation in the field of managenent of energy, transport,
i nformati cs and conmuni cations systens, including satellite |inks and
t el econmuni cati ons, pronoting the preservation and devel opment of structures and
unified systens in these fields.

Article 22

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall devel op cooperation in the field of
environnental protection, pronmoting coordinated actions in this field at the
regi onal and gl obal levels, and seeking to create a conprehensive internationa
system of environnental security and cooperation, in particular, in the
protection and rehabilitation of the ecol ogi cal system of the Caspian Sea.

Article 23

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall actively cooperate in neasures to conbat
organi zed and international crime, illegal drug-trafficking, terrorism and
illegal acts directed against the safety of maritine navigation and civi
aviation, and the illegal export of cultural values. The H gh Contracting
Parties shall conclude separate agreenents on cooperation in these and other
guestions of mutual interest.

Article 24

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall devote particular attention to the
devel opnent of contacts and cooperation between the parlianments and
parliamentarians of the two States.
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Article 25

This Treaty shall not affect the rights and obligations of the High
Contracting Parties arising fromother international treaties to which they are
parties.

Article 26

The Hi gh Contracting Parties shall refer matters relating to the
coordi nation of the fulfilment of their obligations under articles 9, 10 and 11
of this Treaty to the Intergovernnental Comm ssion on Econom c Cooperation
bet ween the Azerbaijani Republic and the Russian Federation

Article 27

Di sputes concerning the interpretation or application of this Treaty shall
be settled through consultations and negoti ati ons between the H gh Contracting
Parties.

Article 28

This Treaty is subject to ratification and shall enter into force on the
date of the exchange of the instruments of ratification

Article 29

This Treaty is concluded for a period of 10 years. It shall subsequently
be extended automatically for further five-year periods unless one of the High
Contracting Parties notifies the other High Contracting Party in witing of its
desire to termnate it at |east six nonths before the expiry of the current
period of validity.

The provisions of this Treaty may be suppl enented or anended by nutua

consent between the High Contracting Parties.

DONE at Moscow on 3 July 1997 in duplicate in the Azerbaijani and Russi an
| anguages, both texts being equally authentic.

For the Azerbaijani Republic: For the Russian Federation
(Signed) Heydar ALIYEV (Signed) Boris YELTSIN
Presi dent of the Azerbaij ani Presi dent of the Russian

Republ i c Federation



