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ANNEX
[Oiginal: Arabic]

Report of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs of the Syrian Arab
Republic on Israeli practices affecting the human rights of
Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan, as subnitted
to the Special Conmttee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Pal estinian People and

QO her Arabs of the Occupied Territories

June 1997

I srael's occupation of the Syrian Golan following its aggression of
June 1967 has now |l asted for 30 years. During this tine, Israel, as an
occupyi ng Power, has pursued policies and engaged in practices by which it has
committed flagrant violations of the Charter of the United Nations and the
principles of public international |law and international humanitarian law. It
has, in particular, violated the terns of the fourth Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tine of War of 1949; the Hague
Conventions of 1899 and 1907; the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; the
I nternati onal Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights; the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; and the 1954 Hague
Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Arnmed
Conflict. 1t has openly defied all the pertinent resolutions of the United
Nations General Assenbly and the Security Council as well as resolutions adopted
by international and regional human rights agencies, including, in particular
t hose of the Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts.

Ever since the adoption of General Assenbly resolution 2443 (XXl I1) of
19 Decenber 1968, which established the Special Conmmittee to Investigate |srael
Practices Affecting the Human R ghts of the Pal estinian People and O her Arabs
of the Cccupied Territories, Israel has refused to receive the Conmttee or to
cooperate with it.

Since our last report in June 1992 (A/47/255, annex), the human rights
situation of the inhabitants of the Syrian Arab Gol an has worsened because of
increasingly intransigent, arbitrary and coercive Israeli policies and
practices. This has nore especially been the case since the new, nore racist,
nore aggressive and nore expansioni st |Israeli Governnment headed by Netanyahu
cane to power in Israel. |In open defiance, it has declared that it wll
maintain its occupation of the Syrian Golan and expand its settlenent activity
there, with all the seizures of |and and water and violations of the hunan
rights of the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian Golan that will ensue.

The Special Conmttee to Investigate Israeli Practices has thus far
submtted 28 reports informng the international comunity of the true character
of the appalling situation created for the Syrian popul ati on under |srael
occupation by the policies and practices of the Israeli occupation forces. In
the present report, we shall present docunmented instances of statenents made by
Israeli officials and published in |Israeli newspapers concerning the policies
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and practices to which our citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan are being
subj ected, policies and practices that are inconpatible with all the rel evant
norms of international |aw and that violate human rights. The information and
docunent ation presented in detail hereunder will help to convey a true picture
of Israel's persistence since its 1967 aggression in its defiance of the
international community and of its humanitarian val ues.

. ANNEXATI ON OF THE GOLAN AND ATTEMPTS TO | MPOSE
| SRAELI ClI TI ZENSHI P

Fromthe first, Israel endeavoured to secure the material, hunman
adm nistrative and political prerequisites for its eventual decision to annex

the Golan. It pursued to that end a two-part policy to sinultaneously achieve a
single goal, nanely to isolate the Golan and detach it fromthe Syrian
not herl and and then to annex it to Israel. The first part of the policy relates

to the land and the second relates to the inhabitants, and the policy was
i mpl emented in a nunber of stages.

While Israel was inplementing its occupation neasures in the Golan, it was
al so preparing the climate in Israel itself, both at the official or legal |eve
and at the civic or political level, by means of an extensive information and
pr opaganda canpai gn. The course taken by that canpaign as it unfol ded over time
is presented hereunder.

June 1979

The Gol an, Galilee and Jordan Valley Settlenents Conmittee, with the
encour agenent of the CGovernment and of political parties and novenents in
Israel, circulates a petition stating that the Golan is an integral part of
Israel. The petition is signed by 73 nmenbers of the ninth Knesset, representing
nost political parties but particularly the Likud and the Ma arakh (Ali gnnent),
who subsequently formwhat is called the "Golan Lobby". The first regiona
council in the Golan is formed at the Khisfin settlenent, enbracing 14
settlenents and controlling nost of the Golan's |and.

July 1980

The Israeli Nationality Law is anended to allow the Mnister of the
Interior to grant Israeli citizenship to inhabitants of the areas occupied in
1967.

Oct ober 1980
Two proposals are introduced in the Knesset calling for the annexation of

the Golan to Israel, one by the Tehiyah novenment and the other by 18 nenbers of
the ninth Knesset belonging to the ruling coalition
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Novenber 1980

Ofices are opened in the Arab villages of the Golan to issue Israel
identification docunments and to try to inpose Israeli citizenship on Syrian Arab
citizens.

March 1981

Ceul a Cohen, Menber of the Knesset (Tehiyah), again presents a proposa
calling for the annexation of the Golan to Israel

July 1981

Begi n announces the progranme of his second Governnent, paragraph 11 of
whi ch reads as foll ows:

"Israel will not withdraw fromthe Golan Heights, nor will it renove any
settl enent established there. It is the Governnment that will decide on the
appropriate timng for the application of Israeli law, jurisdiction and

adm nistration to the Golan Heights."
14 Decenber 1981

The Israeli CGovernment introduces a bill in the Knesset to annex the ol an.
The Knesset approves by a majority vote, and Israel officially declares the
annexation of the ol an.

After the pronul gation of the annexation decree, the Israeli M nister of
the Interior issues orders for Border Police (Mshmar ha-Gevul) and Israe
Police elenents to replace the Arny in ensuring public order and for al
ordi nances prior to the annexation decree relating to public holidays, |icenses
and permits to remain in force. The Mnister of Justice issues an order
establishing two nmagi strate's courts having jurisdiction in the Golan, one in
the Syrian Arab village of Mas adah and the other at the Katsrin settlenent in
the central Golan. He also gives instructions to extend the jurisdiction of the
district court at Nazareth to enable it to consider cases involving the Golan
and serve as a court of appeal against judgenments rendered by the two
nmagi strate's courts. The M nister of Communications opens a government office
in Mas™ adah.

14 February 1981

Israeli citizenship is inposed on Syrian Arab citizens in the occupied part
of the Col an.

In addition to the foregoing, before deciding to annex the Gol an the
Israeli authorities introduced a nunber of other administrative and
organi zati onal neasures, including:

The renoval of mayors elected by the Arab citizens;
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The forcible inposition of |ocal councils with nmenbers appointed by the
Israeli authorities;

An attenpt to have Syrian Arab citizens join dubious organizations in
I srael, such as the Israeli-Druze Scouts and the Druze-Zi oni st O ganization;

The establishnment of dubious associations in occupied Syrian Arab villages,
such as the Druze-Zionist Crcle;

The opening of Hi stadrut clubs, and requiring Syrian Arabs to join the
Hi st adr ut ;

Conpul sory participation of Syrian Arab citizens in the Kuppat Holim
nedi cal insurance and sick fund;

Requi red menbership of Arab teachers in the teacher's union in |srael;

Prohi bition of the establishnent of charitable associations by Syrian Arab
citizens to provide for their nmedical and social needs;

Repl acenent of Syrian Arab vehicle registration plates with Israeli plates;

Regi stration of new births in registers bearing the title "State of Israel:
Mnistry of the Interior"”;

| nposition of Israeli currency;

Appoi ntmrent by the Mnister of the Interior of an adviser on Druze affairs
in the Golan to the Mnisterial Conmittee on Arab Affairs;

I nposition of the Hebrew | anguage on Syrian Arab citizens;
Pressuring Syrian Arab citizens to participate in elections to the Knesset;

Li nkage of the econony of the occupied Syrian Arab villages with the
Israeli market, and an attenpt to undermi ne that econony by requiring it to
subordinate itself to the needs of Israeli conpanies.

By neans of the aforesaid neasures, |srael has been seeking to underm ne
the loyalty of Syrian Arab citizens in the occupied Golan to their country and
the wider Arab nation and to destroy their national identity in order to
facilitate the process of annexing the Golan and inposing Israeli citizenshinp.
We cite hereunder sonme of the statenments nade by Israeli officials concerning
t he annexation of the Gol an.

Statenents by Prinme Mnister Benjan n Netanyahu

"W nade it clear at Madrid that we would remain in the Golan." (Yediot
Ahar onot, 7 June 1996)
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"My Governnment opposes any abandonment of the Gol an Heights, and we shall
see to it in the negotiations that the Golan Heights will be in Israel’'s
possession.” (Yediot Aharonot, 12 Septenber 1996)

"For strategic, historical and econom c reasons, Israel wll never
relinquish its control of the Golan. |Israel needs the Golan Heights for water."
(Statement to the French newspaper Le Figaro on 18 January 1997)

"The report that Israel will withdraw fromthe Golan is untrue."
(Statement to Israel Arny Radio on 20 January 1997)

"Syria wants all of the Golan, and | do too. W are of the viewthat the
Golan is an area of the utnmost inportance to Israel's security. This view wll
not change.” (Statement to Channel 4 television, United Kingdom on
22 January 1997)

"My Governnent adheres to its basic guidelines, and they require Israel to
remain in the Golan Heights in the context of any peace settlement with Syria.
You nust not have any concern with regard to the firm positions | have taken."
(Meeting with Israeli settlenent |eaders in the Golan on 10 February 1997)

"Clearly, we regard the Gol an Heights as an area of vital inportance for
Israel's protection, and this position has not changed." (Press conference with
President dinton in Washington on 13 February 1997)

"The Gol an has great strategic inportance for Israel." (Interviewwth the
Financial Tines, London, on 25 February 1997)

"I am studying your request for the strengthening of the Gol an annexati on
law, and | express my support for doing so.” (Meeting with heads of settlenent
councils in the Golan on 4 May 1997)

Statenents of other Israeli |eaders

Statenent by Mnister for Foreign Affairs David Levy

"The Israeli Covernment will never accept Syria's position demandi ng
conplete Israeli withdrawal fromthe Golan as a condition for negotiations. W
shal | propose to the Syrians negotiations wthout preconditions.” (Ha'aretz,
12 June 1996)

Statenents by Mnister of Agriculture Rafael Eitan

"In its basic guidelines the Government has stated that the Gol an Heights
is vital for our security and that we shall not relinquish it." (Interviewwth
I srael Arnmy Radi o on 22 June 1996)

"I do not believe that Netanyahu has changed or is going to change his view
of the Golan issue. The Syrians know that we are staying on the Golan Heights."
(I'nterview during a tour of the Golan on 10 Septenber 1996)

"The entire Israeli systemis based on settlenent.” (17 February 1997)
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Statenent by Mnister of Education Zevul un Hammer

"The CGol an nmust remain under Israeli rule for security reasons. \Wen peace
cones, we do not want to rely on the world for security but only on ourselves."
(24 June 1996)

Statenent by Mnister of Comunications Yitzhak Levy

"The Golan is an integral part of Israel.” (14 January 1996)

Statenent by Mnister of Internal Security Avigdor Kahal an

"I stress Israel's resolve to continue to occupy the Golan.”

Statenent by Moshe Pel ed

"We are obliged to retain the Golan Heights for all tine and to keep it at
the top of the list of itens of concern to Israeli public opinion. W know that
the Golan Heights will remain under Israeli rule forever." (18 Decenber 1996)

St at enent by Ephrai m Sneh

"Israel shall never withdraw fromthe Golan Heights to the Lake Tiberias
and Jordan River line, as the Syrians demand, because these borders are not
def ensi bl e and because we woul d thus be giving up our sources of water. The

truth nust be told. Israel must remain commtted in the negotiations with Syria
to protecting its sources of water and to borders that can be defended, together
with security arrangenents.” (1 February 1997)

Ref erence nust here be nade to a report published in the Anerican newspaper
The New York Times on 11 May 1997 to the effect that Mshe Dayan, the fornmer
Israeli Mnister of Defence, had once told a journalist that Israel had seized
the Gol an only because the Israelis wanted the area for agricultural purposes.
The Associated Press also reported fromJerusalemon 11 May that the
correspondent Ram Tal had kept his notes of the interview secret but that they
had recently cone to light when a friend persuaded himto publish themin the
newspaper Yedi ot Aharonot. According to Dayan, it was Israel that had been
del i berately provoking the Syrians into opening fire so as to provide a pretext
for launching the attack on the Golan. This refutes all the Israeli assertions
t hat have been given increasing currency in recent tinmes by Israeli |eaders that
their continued occupation of the Golan is due to its extrene inportance in
protecting Israel's security and to strategic and historical clains.

1. ISRAELI SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY IN THE GOLAN

Israel's settlenment activity in the occupied area of the Golan reflects the
hi gher strategic designs that stemfromits notives and considerations with
regard to the area, particularly those relating to matters of geography and to
the ideol ogical and political clains connected with the Arab-Israeli conflict.
The figures used in the Israeli press indicate that there are 32 settlenents in
the Golan. However, the record of the names of settlenents that are repeatedly

/...
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menti oned, as checked against the Gol an settlenment plan up to 1994 and

i npl enent ati on under that plan, indicates that the nunber of settlements
actually in place or under construction is 40. Evidently, many of the
settlenents have full or abbreviated biblical nanmes, the nanmes of all eged

anci ent Jewi sh settlenents or names based on Hebrew di stortions of Arabic place
nanmes. This clearly reflects an attenpt to endow the area with a Hebrew
identity and the intention of nmmintaining the Israeli occupation

Sone 15,000 Israeli settlers live in the Golan, exploiting nmany aspects of
the area's economic capacity. Cultivable |and of some 9,000 hectares in area is
assigned to the settlers, and they exploit sone 30,000 hectares of pasturel and.
The Nature Conservation Authority controls some 10,000 hectares.

The occupation authorities continue to focus their attention on nmeasures to
pronote Israeli settlenment in the Golan. |In March 1992 the Israeli Governnent
approved the establishment of a new settlenment, called Berukhim in the northern
CGol an. The authorities had authorized its establishment at the end of 1991 and
had directed new settlers to it in February 1992. |t has been decided that 170
famlies will live in the new settlenent.

In May 1993 the Golan Settlement Conmittee decided to establish two new
settlenents, and it al so established a settlenment nucl eus consisting of 25
persons in a new settlenent using abandoned Syrian houses to the west of
Quneitra. The Benei Akiva settlenent novenent proceeded to establish a new
settlenent in the Nintrud area on the slopes of Mount Hernon. The Settlements
Commi ttee conducted a wi de-ranging canpaign to fill 1,000 of the 1,700
residential units conpleted in the Golan settlenments in 1992. |In August 1992
the establishnent was announced of a new settlenent called Dor ha-Golan for sone
30 settlers living in seven residential units.

A nunber of existing settlenments were expanded and new settlers were
brought in. Sone 750 residential units were built in the settlenent town of
Katsrin, and 350 subscribers were registered for new apartnments. In the Khisfin
settlenent the Mnistry of Housing built 150 new residential units, and the
M ni stry of Finance approved funding for settlenent projects in the anount of
20 mllion shekel s on 23 Decenber 1992.

It was the intention of the |eaders of the CGolan settlers, as stated at
their news conference held on 25 August 1993 at the Dor ha-Golan settlenent, to
i ncrease the nunber of settlers in the area by about 800 in 1994.

The Net anyahu Governnent is fostering and encouraging Israeli initiatives
to strengthen, intensify and expand settlenent activity and to create a clinmate
of donestic public opinion that is opposed to any future Israeli w thdrawal from
the Golan. In the light of this encouragenent, a new novenent has been forned,
called "The Heights for Israel", for the purpose of tightening Israel's hold on
the Golan. The CGolan Settlenents Conmittee is endeavouring to revive the Col an
pressure group in the Knesset with a viewto maintaining the Israeli occupation
of the area and pronoting settlenment activity there.
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Oficial statenents concerning settlenent activity

The head of the strategic planning board in Netanyahu's office stated that
t he announcenent of the building or expansion of settlements in the Gol an was
normal and in keeping with Israel's policy. (24 Novenber 1996)

M ni ster of Agriculture Raphael Eitan declared that the entire |srael
system was based on settlement. (17 Decenber 1996)

M nister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon stated that the CGovernnment was
determ ned to continue to provide support to Israeli settlenents in the Golan
(19 Decenber 1996)

M ni ster of Communications Yitzhak Levy called for the expansion and
construction of settlements in the Golan at the present tinme. (14 January 1997)

M nister of Internal Security Avigdor Kahal ani called for the further
devel opnent of the Golan settlenents. (15 April 1996)

In an intervieww th Israel Radio, Prime M nister Benjam n Netanyahu
stated: "Any proposal to freeze settlenents is absolutely unacceptable".

Settlenment-related public works

The CGol an area was included in the map of first-priority areas for
"devel opment activities" prepared by the fornmer director of the Israel Cabinet
O fice, Shinmon Shivas. Wat is nmeant in this connection is the provision of
assi stance, incentives and |oans for Jew sh settlenment and settlenent-rel ated
public works in these areas.

The assi stance provided to every Israeli wishing to settle in the Gol an
i ncl udes a grant of 50,000 shekels (16,500 United States dollars) and a nortgage
on easy and preferential terns for up to 95 per cent of the value of the
property. (Yediot Aharonot, 21 March 1996)

In August 1996 there were in the CGolan sonme 2,000 residential units in
course of conpletion, that is to say at various stages of construction.
According to the plans of the Israeli Governnment, the Katsrin settlenment is
expected to become an Israeli city and hundreds of residential units are to be
added to nearby settlenments such as Nov and Ramat Magshimm ( Yedi ot Aharonot,
13 August 1996)

The Israeli Government has approved the construction of 300 residentia
units in Katsrin, and planning will comence for the construction of a |arge
nei ghbour hood in the settlement consisting of 1,000 residential units. Some 250
lots will also be marketed by the "Build Your Owm Hone" method. The trend is
thus moving in the direction of doubling the nunber of settlers in this
settlenent. (Mariv, 18 August 1996)

M nister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon has ordered the Israel Lands
Admi ni stration to expedite the marketing of lots for the construction of 600
residential units in the CGolan over a two-year period. He is studying the
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possi bility of making |and cheaper and establishing prices that will encourage
private construction in the area. According to sources in Mnister Sharon's
office, he intends to increase the nunber of settlers in the Golan fromthe
present 15,000 to 25,000 over the next two years. (Ha'aretz, 24 Septenber 1996)

In a neeting held by Sharon with Yehudah Wl man, head of the Gol an Loca
Counci |, agreenent was reached that the 600 residential units would be built in
three locations: the first some 5.2 kilonetres fromthe Mevo Hanmah settl enent;
t he second about 1 kilonetre fromthe Maal eh Ganla settlenment; and the third
sonme 3.1 kilometres to the east of the sane settlenent. Sone 2,000 settlers
will be housed at these three locations. (Ha aretz, 26 Septenber 1996)

The Gol an Regi onal Council has drawn up a "Gol an-2000" plan, and it
presented it to Prime Mnister Netanyahu at his nmeeting with settlement |eaders
in the area. According to the plan, 2,500 residential units will be built in
the Gol an over a four-year period in order to increase the nunmber of settlers
there to 25,000. (Yediot Aharonot, 22 Novenber 1996)

On instructions fromMnister of Infrastructure Ariel Sharon and with the
approval of Prinme Mnister Netanyahu, the Israel Lands Admi nistration has begun
work on planning for the establishnent of three newvilla settlenments on the
western sl opes of the Golan Heights. According to information reported by Nahum
Barnea, 900 residential units will be built in these settlenents and the
bul | dozers are to begin work in May 1997. Because of political considerations,
the settlements will be designated as an extension of existing settlenents
al though they will be built on the slopes overlooking Lake Tiberias far fromthe
present settlenments. The report states that one of the settlements will be
built at the old Syrian Tawafiqgq site and will be described as an extension of
Ki bbutz Mevo Hammah., Simlarly, a villa settlement will be built in the
vicinity of the Ranmbt and Had-Nes settlenents. Approval has al so been given for
buil ding at the permanent site of the Berukhimsettlement near the Wasit
intersection. (Yediot Aharonot, 22 Novenber 1996)

The Israeli Mnister of Defence has given instructions for a study to be
done on the possibility of transform ng an area used for exercises by I|srael
forces into a construction area for the expansion of the Katsrin settlenent.
This will make it possible to build 1,000 new residential units for the
settl enent, which has a popul ation of 6,700. Sam Bar-Lev, head of the
settlenent's Local Council, said that the decision to expand was taken a | ong
time ago, but with the Likud victory in the | ast elections the expansion plan
had been revived and facts had begun to be established on the ground. (Al-Quds
al - Ar abi )

According to an Israeli press report, accelerated building activities wll
begin in Septenber 1997 in seven other CGolan settlenments, including Neveh Ativ,
Ki dmat Zevi, Kanaf and Benei Yehudah. The report indicated that Sharon's
mnistry had allocated 10 million shekels for the enlargenent of the bridges
|l eading to the Golan. (Yediot Aharonot, 24 Novenber 1996)

This is the first time Israeli Government ministries and departments are
participating in the funding of activities of this kind (the Israeli Settlenent
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Conmittee having approved a plan to build additional units for settlenment in the
Gol an). (Yedi ot Aharonot, 20 Decenber 1996)

Israel is currently preparing to establish a tourist area in the ol an.
Costs are estimated at 5.5 mllion dollars, of which 4 millionis to come from
Government funding. The project will be jointly planned and funded by the
Mnistry of Tourism the Settlenent Departnent of the Jewi sh Agency and the
Local Council of Settlements in the Golan. Sharon, who has visited the area,
urged the settlers to pronote the plans for the establishnent of the centre,
telling them"There's |and, and there's an idea; so why not get involved?"
(Al - Quds Press Agency, early January 1997)

The published information concerning new plans for settlenment activity in
the Golan includes a report that 450 residential units are planned for the
Berukhi msettlement and will be built in two stages by the accel erated
construction nethod and the "Build Your Om Honme" nethod. Further |arge-scale

construction is planned for the Benei Yehudah settlenent that will include 220
residential units. There is also a plan to add 104 residential units to the
Had- Nes settlenment, and the first stage will include the building of 39 units.

O her building plans include 69 units for Maal eh Gama, 81 units for Kanaf,
Ki dmat Zevi and Neveh Ativ and 70 units for the Keshet, Mevo Hammah and Kef ar
Haruv settlenents. (Ha'aretz, 1 January 1997)

According to a press report by Avi Genul, the | argest plan envisages an
expansi on of settlenment activity by adding 100 residential units to the Katsrin
settlenent. In the event it is approved by the Israeli Mnistry of Defence, it
will be possible to complete construction planning in 1997 and to begin work in
1998. (Ha'aretz, 1 January 1997)

During a visit to the Katsrin settlenent, Deputy Mnister for Construction
and Housing Meir Berosh announced his decision to allow the construction of 200
new residential units in the settlement this year (1997). The construction plan
will be inmplenented in accordance with demand, and there are 96 residenti al
units for which bids have been invited and 35 units in the framework of the
"Build Your Om Home" progranme. The nunber of apartnments in various stages of
conpletion in the Katsrin settlenment as of the beginning of this year is about
500. (Ha'aretz, 7 January 1997)

Am dar, the Israeli housing conmpany, has sold 48 hones with | and attached
in secular and religious settlenents in the Golan. The grants and subsi dies
of fered to apartnment buyers have accounted for as much as 95 per cent of the
cost of homes, and the average price of a garden apartnent has been around
170, 000 shekels. The apartments sold were in the Aniam G vat Yoav, Kidmat Zevi
and Nov settlenments. (Ha' aretz, 10 January 1997)

The first stage of reconstruction in the Golan began on 20 January in the
context of a series of stages for the expansion of construction in the Gol an
settlenents. The intention is to undertake new construction in the Bene
Yehudah settlenent in the southern part of the CGolan Heights. (Yediot Aharonot,
21 January 1997)
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M ni ster of Defence Yitzhak Mrdechai has given perm ssion for work to
begin on 80 residential apartnments in the Golan Heights. (lsraeli newspapers,
28 May 1997)

Ol exploration

The Israeli Prime Mnister agreed to the request of the National Ol
Conpany (Hanal) for permission to sink an oil well in the Golan. The conpany
had i nvested about 1 million dollars in prelimnary exploration, and it hopes to
extract some 2 mllion barrels of oil for profits of up to 24 mllion dollars.

I11. SEIZURE OF LAND AND WATER

Israeli exploitation of the occupied area of the CGol an has been acconpani ed
by expropriations of |and and the seizure and exploitation of sources of water
The occupation authorities have used a nunber of methods to expropriate |and,

t he nost conspi cuous of which have been

(a) The expropriation of |and owned by displ aced persons by declaring it
to be State property on grounds of absentee ownership; and the expropriation of
nmusha' (common) | and owned by the popul ation at large, an exanple of this being
the musha” |and of the village of Ms™ adah

(b) The expropriation of |land near the ceasefire line for mne-Iaying;

(c) The expropriation of land for the construction of canps and for other
mlitary uses;

(d) The expropriation of land for the construction of roads and mlitary
installations and for mne-laying in areas far fromthe ceasefire |ine;

(e) The expropriation of land for the building of settlenents and
agricultural and industrial facilities;

(f) The enclosure of a great deal of land on the pretext of placing it
under the control of the Nature Conservation Authority (the total area of such
| and being estimated at 100, 000 hectares).

Most of the land exploited by |Israel over the past 30 years is either
arable land that was cultivated by Arab citizens before 1967 or | and whose
reclamation required little effort or expenditure. It is certain that had the
area not been occupi ed | and woul d have been reclaimed there just as it was in
other parts of Syria to the east of the occupied area.

Israeli exploitation of water in the occupied area of the Gol an has been
carried out in three ways:

(a) By the direct use of surface water in agricultural and settlenent
activities and to supply Lake Ti beri as;
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(b) By collecting and storing water in nmany cases for the aforesaid
pur poses;

(c) By the misappropriation of water in many cases for the aforesaid
pur poses.

Arab citizens have been adversely affected by these neasures, which have
caused them | osses and have dried up springs that fornmerly supplied Arab
villages with water. This has had an adverse inpact on agricultural output as a
whol e and on the livelihoods of citizens, and the villages have begun to suffer
envi ronnent al damage because of Israel's grasping msappropriation of the area's
water. The Arab villages have been prevented from pi ping water, so that the
Syrian Governnment has been obliged to provide drinking water to sonme of those
deprived of their own water for the benefit of settlers. The occupation
authorities were also negligent in naintaining the Quneitra "Khazzan" dam so
that it collapsed in the winter of 1993 causi ng substantial damage to | and
around the town of Quneitra by flooding and erosion

As part of a well-considered and deliberate Israeli policy, the occupation
authorities have devised many ways of depriving the Arabs in the Golan of water.
Fromthe first days of the occupation, the Israeli authorities have been
i mpl ementing a water policy that has the goal of idling Syrian Arab citizens and
underm ning their activities in agriculture and ani mal husbandry. Sone exanpl es
of the actions taken by the authorities are given hereunder

They have prevented Arab citizens fromusing water fromthe pool known as
Bi rkat Ram or Birkat Mas adah, which has a capacity of sone 8 mllion cubic
netres and bel ongs to the town of Mjdal Shans. Water fromthe pool is diverted
to the Israeli settlenents in the CGol an

They have hindered attenpts by the Arabs to construct cisterns, despite
their exorbitant cost, on the grounds that they are unlicensed, and have refused
to issue licenses to build dans.

They have prevented Arab citizens fromdi ggi ng new wells and have i nposed
severe restrictions on the utilization of existing wells.

The Israeli authorities have dug many wells for the use of I|srael
settlenents. For exanple, Mekorot, the |Israel Water Conpany, dug three wells
with a capacity of sone 1,200 cubic netres per hour in the autumm of 1993 near
the Al onei ha-Bashan settl enent.

The occupation authorities have seized control of water sources in general,
i ncludi ng those belonging to the five villages, nanely Mjdal Shans, Ms™ adah,
Bug ata, Ayn Qunyah and Al -Ghajar. The nost inportant water sources bel ongi ng
to these villages that have been seized by the occupation authorities are the
wel | s of Mushayrifah, Wadi Abu Sa’id and Bi'r Ya furi



A 52/ 202
Engl i sh
Page 14

V. TAXATI ON PCLI CY

The Israeli authorities have pursued a taxation policy that Arab citizens
in the Golan have not had the capacity to support because it requires incones
greater than those they have. The taxes inposed on them i ncl ude:

(a) Incone tax;

(b) The sick fund (Kuppat Holim tax (although the occupation authorities
have not established any health centres in Arab villages);

(c) A hospitals and health centres tax;
(d) Val ue-added tax;

(e) A national insurance tax;

(f) A local council tax;

(g) Property tax;

(h) A radio and tel evision tax.

These and ot her taxes constitute open robbery of the assets of Arab
citizens, inasmuch as they are not linked with the provision of services to
them Taxation thus loses its legitimacy, and the basic reason for which it is
i nposed is | acking.

V. ECONOM C | MPOVERI SHVENT OF THE LAND AND POPULATI ON

Hundreds of Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Gol an have abandoned
agricul ture because they have lost their |and, because of the shortage of water
because of their inability to conpete in the donmestic market with the output of
settlenents supported by the Israeli occupation authorities, or because they
have encountered barriers to the purchase of agricultural inputs or to the
exportation of their produce.

The Israeli occupation authorities also confiscate |ivestock, restrict
pasturel and to areas around villages and i npose a tax on aninmals. This causes
Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan to sell their livestock, which is
the source of their livelihood. The Israeli occupation authorities also
confiscate livestock at times for trivial reasons.

The Israeli occupation authorities provide the fundi ng needed by industria
enterprises only to settlers. Trade needs capital, government subsidies,
freedom of nmovement and outside contacts, and none of these are available to
Syrian citizens. This is over and above the inposition of exorbitant taxes and
arbitrariness in their assessnent, and there are nunicipal taxes and property
and i nsurance taxes that alone are enough to consunme nore than half the incones
of craftsmen and merchants. Then there are incone taxes and national insurance
taxes and the conpul sory | oan and ot her personal and conpul sory | evies inposed

l...
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on property owners. The intended and inevitable result of the versatility of
the Israeli occupation authorities in inventing taxes is to limt the
possibilities for industrial and commercial devel opnment. The objective of this
entire policy is to weaken the econony of the Golan and render it subservient to
the Israeli econony, to depress the standard of living and to induce the

i nhabitants of the occupied Syrian Golan to | eave their |and.

Syrian citizens are not given the opportunity for enploynent in governnent
jobs or in public institutions. Such institutions were planned fromthe outset
as a preserve for settlers, and the Israeli occupation authorities have nade
i gnorance of Hebrew by nmpbst Syrian citizens and security considerations into
pretexts not to enploy themin governnental or public institutions. The nunber
of those enployed in governnent positions is thus very limted and consists of
teachers in Arab schools and officials in institutions that are of relevance to
Syrian citizens. The Israeli CGeneral Security Services also constantly withhold
work permits from Syrian citizens who refuse to cooperate with the |srael
occupation authorities.

In this connection, Yossi Beilin, forner Israeli Deputy Mnister for
Foreign Affairs, has said that it is very difficult to include Arabs in
governnent enploynment. For his part, |srael Shahak, |eader of the I|srael
League for Human and G vil Rights, states in his recent book Jew sh H story and
the Jewi sh Religion that raci smagainst non-Jews in Israel is exenplified in
three areas: the right to residency; the right to work; and the right to
equality before the | aw

These practices have no doubt worsened the critical econonmc situation
prevailing in the occupied Syrian Golan owing to the occupation, particularly
when the standard of living of Syrian citizens under occupation is already
regarded as being bel ow the poverty line. The occupied Syrian Gol an has been
transformed into a source of |ow cost |abour and taxes for the Israeli Treasury
and into an open nmarket for Israeli exports.

VI. THE SI TUATI ON OF WORKERS

The single area of enploynment for Syrian Arab workers in the occupi ed CGol an
and for workers in the Wst Bank and the Gaza Strip is what is referred to as
"black work". This involves tasks that require great exertion, margina
activities such as cleaning, and building and various services. Those who work
for Israeli enployers have no job security and are subject to dism ssal wthout
recourse and w thout conpensation. Many workers are not given their wages
despite repeated requests. The wages of Syrian Arab workers differ fromthose
of Israeli workers in general and are |less than half those of Israeli workers
doing the same job. They are al so subject to search and arrest on their way to
and fromwork, particularly at the inspection point at Banias. Sonme exanples of
the practices in which Israel engages to the detrinent of workers are given
her eunder .

The Syrian Arab worker Nabih Ali al -Hal abi of M adal Shans and a nunber of
ot her Arab workers were enployed by an Israeli conpany throughout 1996 and the
conpany wi thheld a full nmonth's wages fromeach of themw thout just cause.
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Sonme Israeli conpanies that enploy Syrian and Pal estinian workers fromthe
occupied territories resort to declaring thensel ves bankrupt and thus viol ate
the rights of the workers by not paying themtheir wages and entitlements. The
conpany in question then changes its nane and place of business and continues to
operate as usual .

The Israeli courts that hear actions brought by Syrian Arab workers
procrastinate and postpone the settlement of their cases by deferring trials
fromyear to year so that rights are violated and so as to avoid requiring
enpl oyers to pay workers their wages and entitlenents. Such a case involved 40
Syrian Arab workers fromthe occupi ed Gol an who worked for an |sraeli enployer
cal | ed Mbshe Zaydah in the Hulah area for three nonths in 1986. The enpl oyer
fled to Tel Aviv, and the workers brought an action against him The court
concerned, however, postponed consideration of the case and, as of the end of
1996, the action was still pending. The workers have incurred great expense in
attendi ng sessions of the court, and their |ost earnings amount to sone tens of
t housands of dollars.

Syrian Arab workers are not provided with health insurance and they have no
entitlenent to sick | eave, so that absence fromwork for health reasons is
unpai d.

Wages are not the sanme as those of Israeli workers doing work of the same
ki nd.

As stated in previous reports, Syrian Arab workers have no social security
benefits.

The Israeli occupation authorities sonetinmes force Syrian Arab workers to
perform arduous tasks as unpaid forced | abour

In 1996 the Israeli occupation authorities took the extraordi nary step of
engagi ng Syrian Arab enpl oyees who had obtai ned hi gh-1evel university dipl onas
from Damascus University, in their nmother country, in agriculture, veterinary
nedi ci ne and el ectrical and nechani cal engineering and cl assifying them as
technicians and not in accordance with their qualifications. This was despite
the fact that the mnistries concerned in Israel had accepted their diplomas and
recogni zed their equivalency. The intention was to put pressure on them
depress their wages and restrict the enploynent opportunities open to them
Thi s happened to N dal Husayn Zahwah of Buq ata and to Ghassan Farhan al-Sha'ir
and Sultan |brahi mof Mjdal Shams, who were all veterinarians but were enpl oyed
as stockyard workers. Majid Husayn al - Sabbagh of Majdal Shanms and
Atif Jam | al-Safadi of Buq ata, both electrical engineers, were enployed
i nstead as electricians, and there are many nore exanpl es.

Finally, the situation of the Syrian Arab citizens in the Golan under the
yoke of Israeli occupation involves constant, daily suffering owing to i nhumane
Israeli practices that violate the nost elenmentary principles of law, justice
and human rights.
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VIl. THE POLICY OF SYSTEMATI C STULTI FI CATI ON AND HI STORI CAL
AND CULTURAL DI STORTI ON

Israel's policy in the educational and cultural field is a key el enent of
its general policy towards the Arabs, and those under its occupation in
particul ar, and of the attenpt nmade under that policy to invalidate and contro
ot hers.

The main outlines of Israel's educational and cultural policy for Arab
students, including the students of the occupied Gol an, focus on a nunber of
obj ectives, the nost inportant being:

(a) An attenpt to efface and nullify the Arab national character;

(b) Fragnentation and di smenbernent at the national, social, religious and
ot her levels;

(c) "Systematic stultification", this being the correct nanme for the
I sraeli educational policy;

(d) An attenpt to create a younger generation of Arab students with a
shal low culture alienated fromits history, heritage, honmel and and nati on;

(e) Displaying the best possible inmage of Israel and the Jews while
belittling the Arabs and their civilization.

The situation of education and culture in the occupied Golan reflects a
concrete application of the general principles of Israeli policy in this domain.
The focus here will be on the enduring situation of education in the CGolan and
on the latest devel opnents in the field.

A.  The curriculum

The first blow delivered to education in the Golan directly follow ng the
1967 occupation was a devastating one, nanely the conplete abolition of the
Syrian curriculumin the village schools of the occupied Golan (in Mjdal Shans,
Mas™ adah, Buqg ata, Ayn Qunyah and Al -Ghajar) and its replacenent with an Israeli
curriculumfor the Arabs of Palestine in 1948, or what Israel calls "the Arabs
of Israel”. The abolition of the Syrian curriculumwas a direct indication of
Israel"s intention to inplenent a de facto annexation of the Golan prior to the
of ficial annexation on 14 Decenber 1981

The school curriculumin the Golan is in keeping with the Israel
obj ectives indicated above, and it also focuses on separating Syrian citizens in
the Golan fromtheir Syrian notherland and their Arab nation.

1. Exanpl es of this include the pronotion of the Hebrew | anguage at the
expense of Arabic, the national nother tongue of the Syrian citizens in the

Gol an. Hebrew takes up six hours a week on average, is a basic required subject
and i s taught vigorously and intensively and in seductive and effective ways
(unli ke the Arabic |anguage, which is neglected). Lessons are given on poetry,

l...
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grammar, syntax, norphology and spelling, there are texts on the lives of Jew sh
poets and witers, and Hebrew songs with appealing tunes are played to students
in the classroomwith a view to teaching proper pronunciation and inparting a

hi gh proficiency in the Hebrew | anguage and pronoting its acquisition. It is
the | anguage of instruction in all scientific subjects, and this creates a

conpr ehensi on problem for Syrian students in the occupied Col an

In general, the curriculum ai ns:

(a) To weaken the national sense of belonging of the Arab inhabitants by
attenpting to create a "Druze nationalisnl separate from Arab nationalism and
to strengthen religious sectarianismwith a viewto di snmenbering the body of the
Arab nation and driving a sectarian wedge, particularly in Syria and Lebanon

(b) To distort the historical and geographical facts concerning the
occupi ed Gol an by changing the nanes of places and giving them Hebrew nanes in
order to instill in young minds the spurious fact that the Golan is part of
I srael, by inposing Hebrew history and by mnimzing the inportance of Arab
hi story, which is also not safe fromdistortion

2. The Arabic | anguage

The Arabic | anguage is undernmined in a nunber of ways. For example, fewer
hours are devoted to Arabic than to Hebrew and there are no conpetent teachers
qualified to teach it in the schools of the Golan. The Arabic-|anguage topics
sel ected highlight negative aspects of the Arabs, for exanple the poens of
internecine tribal and clan warfare. They place great enphasis on the
col l ection of polenical poens known as Naga'id Jarir wa-al - Farazdaq, for
exanpl e, and make much of the poetry of erotic |ove and vengeance and texts that
exaggerate the spirit of individualismwhile avoiding entirely Arab nationali st
literature or belletristic witings. The giants of Arab literature and thought
are omtted, and there are other well-considered and focused attenpts at
di stortion.

3. Soci al studies

Arab history is greatly distorted, and enphasis is placed on periods of
weakness in Arab history while periods of strength are ignored. The Jews are
i ntroduced into many events in a fictitious manner. For exanple, the reason for
the victory of the Abbasid Caliph al-Mitasi mover the Byzantines at the
celebrated battle of Amuriyah (Anmorium) in 838 is said to have been that a Jew
hel ped the Arabs by opening a breach in the fortress under siege. This is a
fabrication, and they refuse to acknow edge the true reason for the victory,
nanely the strength and val our of the Arab arny. There are other falsifications
that follow the sanme pattern.

In the teaching of geography, the names of places in the occupied areas and
in Pal estine and geographical Syria are altered and repl aced by Hebrew nanes.
One of the nost recent exanples of this was the nane of Jabal Abu Ghneimin
Jerusal em which they changed to Har Homa. The nane of Tall Abu al-Nada in the
Golan was simlarly altered to Har Avital, and so forth. The term"the Arab
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worl d" is not mentioned, and the region is studied as a nunber of separate units
under the nane "the Mddle East and North Africa"

As part of the policy of segregation and racial discrimnation, they have
devel oped special curricula for Druze, Bedouin and G rcassian Arabs and have
introduced in the CGolan that devised for Druze. They have invented a subject
called "the Druze heritage" and another called "the history of the Druze" in an
attenpt to divide this group fromthe Arab nation and separate it fromits Arab-
Islamic national affiliation. The special heritage and special history exist
only in the mnds of those who nade up these noxious subjects. Students in the
Gol an have greeted this curriculumw th outright rejection, but the occupation
authorities are continuing to use it.

At the sane time, a distinctive history is being invented for the Jews, and
this is being inflated and made the centre of attention while Arab history is
taught in a distorted and nuch abbrevi ated form

The situation with respect to other subjects is no | ess cal am tous, and
there is segregation and discrimnation even in scientific subjects, where these
exist at all. Textbooks of "mathematics for Druze" are inposed that are of a
| ow and debased standard, and there are simlar textbooks for Bedouin
Crcassians and so forth. There is another subject, called "Medinat Yisrael"
(the State of Israel), that endeavours to enhance the image of Israel in the
m nds of students.

4. School textbooks are constantly being altered in order to trick people into
purchasi ng exorbitantly priced books because they are said to be different.
Sonetines only a sinple and trivial change is made, and one gl aring exanpl e was
a case where they changed only the col our of the cover and forced the students
to buy the books again. The minimum cost of one school textbook is the

equi val ent of between 10 and 20 United States dollars, and sonme cost nore than
30 dollars. The books for the first and second el enentary classes are
constantly bei ng changed.

There are serious shortcomngs in the teaching of some subjects. The
Maj dal Shanms secondary school, for exanple, has had no chem stry teacher since
1991 despite the renpnstrations of famlies and students over the intervening
six years. Deficiencies in the teaching of many subjects are due, on the one
hand, to the curriculumand, on the other, to the teaching staff.

The attenpts nmade to divert the attention of students and distract them
fromstudy include the introduction of the subject of "Driver Education
(Theoretical Studies)" for two hours a week in the eleventh and twel fth grades.
The students, of course, have no use for this.

As part of a purely formal approach to the nonitoring and assessnent of
instruction, inspectors notify teachers or headnmasters of the day and date they
will conme to attend classes. The teacher then prepares a good | esson for the
i nspector's benefit that pupils know to be fabricated and quite unlike nornal
practice.
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B. The educational system

The occupation authorities have devised an instructional and adm nistrative
apparatus for the schools of the Golan that serves their objectives and foll ows
their instructions. For example in Majdal Shanms, the [ argest of the Gol an
villages with a popul ation of sone 10,000 or about half the approxi mately 22,000
Syrian citizens presently in the occupi ed Gol an, the occupation authorities have
appoi nted an outsi de headnaster at the secondary school who cones fromthe
Galilee area. This is Adnan Buhusas, who is known to be an officer in Israel
intelligence. He does his very best to persuade students to cooperate with him
and, of course, they and their famlies absolutely refuse to do so.

School admi ni strators organi ze exchange visits to Jew sh schools for the
pur pose of becom ng better acquainted and subsequently preparing for
assimlation. Simlarly, conpetitions and nmatches are also held with Jew sh
school s.

The teaching staff suffers froma great nunerical deficiency on the one
hand and a deficiency in acadenic and educational training on the other. Sone
70 per cent of staff are unqualified. The occupation authorities try to
bl ackmai | the teaching staff with threats of dism ssal for participation in
patriotic occasions and events, and many, such as Salih Anmashah, Nazim Khatir,
Hasan Fakhr al-Din, Mjid Mahnmud and others, have been di sm ssed for such
reasons. Teachers are engaged on annual contracts of enploynent that expire
each school year in order to place themat the nercy of the occupation
authorities with respect to renewal or non-renewal .

Teachers are al so prevented fromteaching the subjects in which they have
speci alized as part of the policy of sabotage and stultification. The
mat hemati cs teacher Sul ayman Abu Awnad, for exanple, was assigned to teach
geography. There have |ikew se been teachers and instructors who are anply
qualified to teach but who were not accepted for enploynent in education at all
and these include Fawzat Wahbi, Siham Mufarrij, Ibtisam Nasr, Wajdi al-Halab
and others. Sone of themare obliged to go to parts of Galilee far fromthe
Gol an to seek positions in private Arab school s there.

On 2 June the newspaper Yediot Aharonot revealed that the Israeli Mnistry
of Education had adopted a new plan for education in the schools of the occupied
Gol an under whi ch dozens of teachers fromthe Col an would be dism ssed and | et
go fromtheir jobs because the Israeli security services had accused them of
i ncitement against |Israel and of engaging in activities involving resistance to
the Israeli occupation.

C. The schools

In the five remaining Syrian villages in the occupied Golan there are 12
schools: six elenentary schools; three preparatory schools; two secondary
school s; and one branch of a preparatory institute in Mas adah. They suffer
from overcrowdi ng, and sonme of the classroons are in rented acconmpdati on
out side the schools. Garages and roons in ordinary hones are used as schoo
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classroonms in conditions that are unsuitable for education and unhealthy (cold,
dark, etc.).

The Israeli authorities do not provide any services worth nentioning in
this area despite the exorbitant fees paid by pupils. These are nore than 100
United States dollars a year for each secondary school pupil and 40 dollars a
year for pupils at the elementary and preparatory |levels. School admnistrators
al so denmand contributions fromfamlies in order to equip |aboratories, and, in
1990/91, for exanple, famlies in Majdal Shans established a conputer room at
t he secondary school at their own expense.

The Maj dal Shans secondary school was established in the |ate 1980s despite
the lack of a sufficient nunmber of qualified teachers and despite inadequate
cl assroons, a situation that has had an adverse inpact on the acadenic
achi evenent of pupils.

There is no specific authority designated to undertake official expenditure
on preparatory and secondary schools in the occupied Golan, and their situation
depends on the Mnistry of Education, the local councils and voluntary
contributions. This situation is intentional, and because responsibility for
expenditure is not officially assigned to anyone opportunities for devel oprment
are | ost.

D. University education

Uni versity education in the occupied Golan suffers fromthe limted
prospects for its developnment. 1In response to this situation, the Syrian
not herl and i ntervened and gave grants to students fromthe CGolan to study at
universities in the forner Soviet Union at Syria' s expense, and they were al so
gi ven the opportunity to enrol in Syrian universities.

It is virtually inmpossible for students fromthe Golan to enrol in Israel
uni versities because they charge high fees - not less than 7,000 to 8,000 United
States dollars a year per student. Qher obstacles to the adm ssion of students
fromthe Golan to Israeli universities include the elimnatory character of
entrance exam nations. Those who are able to gain adm ssion, and they are a
rare few, then suffer fromthe general persecution to which Arab students are
subj ect ed whether with regard to the treatnent they receive, university
accommodation, the requirenments for success or other factors.

There are al so coll eges to which students fromthe Golan are not all owed
admi ssion, such as coll eges of pharnacol ogy, dentistry and veterinary nedici ne,
because entrants must have Israeli citizenship and this is absolutely rejected
by the citizens of the Col an.

The occupation authorities create obstacles for students fromthe Col an
seeking to study at universities in the Syrian notherland on a nunber of grounds
and in a nunber of forms. They include the threat to open a security file, and
this is what happened in the case of the student Maynun al - Magat. They rejected
his application to be allowed to go to the University of Damascus, and he was
not allowed to seek admi ssion to Israeli universities either. They also create

l...
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obstacles to the acceptance of the university diplomas of graduates fromthe
occupi ed Golan, are dilatory in recognizing the equival ence of qualifications
and try to blackmail people in that connection. Exanples include the cases of
t he physici ans Bassam Rabbah, Faris Abu Awwad, Samir Sha'lan, Ahmad al - Saf ad
and ot hers.

E. Attenpts at absorption and assimlation through education

The occupation authorities are trying hard to integrate the Arabs with the
Jews. Such attenpts are made, for exanple, by arrangi ng exchange visits between
Arab schools in the occupi ed Gol an and Jewi sh schools in order, so they claim
to create a kind of nutual conradeshi p.

Mani f est ati ons of absorption and assinilation include requiring Syrian Arab
students in the occupied Golan to have days off from school on Jew sh holi days,
for example at Succoth (the Feast of Tabernacles) for five days, at Passover and
on so-call ed I ndependence Day. They ask students such questions as "Wat do you
do for Succoth?" or "Wat do you do for Passover?"

The occupation authorities are inventing holidays for the Druze on which
school s al so have days off, such as the Feast of Nabi Shu ayb (a four-day
hol i day), the Feast of Al -Khidr and the Feast of Al-Ya furi. The |ast naned
refers to the shrine of the revered Conpani on of the Prophet Abu Dharr
al -Ghifari near Mjdal Shans, which people visit in a customary way. The
occupation authorities have proceeded to transformthis visit into a religious
feast for the purpose of creating sonething distinctive to separate the nenbers
of this group, an integral part of the Syrian Arab people, fromthe rest of
their brothers. At the sane time, it should be noted that Mdthers' Day,
Teachers' Day and Winen's Day are not celebrated at all

The occupation authorities established Saturday as the day schools woul d be
cl osed each week, but famlies and pupils protested and they decided to have a
two- day weekly closure instead, nanely Friday and Saturday. |In the five days
that remain pupils have had to have nore cl asses, and the normal school day now
i ncl udes seven or eight classes and lasts until 4 ppm This is tiring for the
pupi Il s and reduces learning effectiveness. In the neantine, Jew sh schools are
cl osed only on Saturdays.

Parents and pupils in the Golan reject Israeli policy in the field of
education and culture as part of their resistance to occupation and conplete
rejection of its policies. Famlies conpensate for this adverse educationa
situation by teaching their children at hone as best they can given their nodest
academ c capacities, and they are helped in this by the teachers who have been
di sm ssed. An exanple of the forns taken by protest and rejection is the
neeting held in the 1995/96 school year by famlies in Majdal Shans to discuss
the deteriorating educational situation. At the neeting, they protested agai nst
t he poor standard of teaching and the adverse conditions prevailing in the
school s, both of which depress acadeni c achi evenent, and agai nst the open
interference of the occupation authorities with a view to ruining young m nds.
They circul ated a panphl et concerning public opinion on the matter.



A 52/ 202
Engl i sh
Page 23

The Syrian notherland helps to mtigate the adverse educational situation
by broadcasti ng educational progranmes for the Golan on Syrian radio and
tel evision, and these programes are watched and heard and are well received by
the people of the Golan and by the Arabs of Pal estine in general

F. The cultural situation

A policy of enbargo and strangulation is also being maintained in the
cultural field, and the Israeli authorities prohibit the publication of any
magazi nes or newspapers in the Golan. Nawwaf al-Butayhish, for exanple, a
di sm ssed school teacher, was arrested in Mas adah for this reason
Instructional and patriotic books are subject to strict control, as are
political books. Exorbitant fines are inposed on those found with recordi ngs of
patriotic songs, and an exanple of this is the case of the engi neer
Maj i d Husayn al - Safadi. Even the Arabic press published in Israel is not
allowed to reach the CGolan, and those who violate this restriction are subject
to heavy penalties.

Syrian Arab citizens are prohibited fromestablishing institutions to
foster cultural activities. There is harassnent of those educated el enents
capabl e of serving the community and pronoting its awareness of national goals
and national aspirations and the preservation of the Syrian and Arab heritage.
Cultural clubs are raided, and books and other itens found there are confiscated
on various pretexts.

VIII. THE HEALTH SI TUATI ON OF ARAB CI TI ZENS | N THE GOLAN
The Arabs in the occupied area of the Golan are |iving under harsh
condi tions because of Israel's indifference to the health situation there and
its creation of obstacles to local initiatives for the inprovenment of this
situation. Pressure is brought to bear on Arabs for the purpose of inducing
themto deal with Israeli institutions in this field and perpetuating the fait
acconpli created by annexation

The health situation and its problens and requirenments can be characterized
as follows:

(a) There are shortcomngs in all types of primary health care;
(b) There is a shortage of nedical specialists;
(c) An analytical |aboratory needs to be established;

(d) There is a pressing need for a gynaecological clinic and a maternity
clinic;

(e) There is a need for nedical treatment for the poor that is at |east
i nexpensive if not free of charge

(f) No acceptable and effective health-care system exists;
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(g) There is no radiology centre;
(h) There is a shortage of health-related information

(i) There is a need to establish health centres and specialist centres in
the existing Arab vill ages.

| X. DESTRUCTI ON OF THE NATURAL ENVI RONMVENT

The occupation authorities, and their mlitary forces in particular, have
been responsi bl e for nunerous actions that have caused danage to the natura
environnent in the occupied area of the Golan. Such actions include:

1. The hol di ng of exercises and manoeuvres in or close to natural sanctuari es,
thus setting fire to vegetation and causing the outbreak and spread of fire to
protected areas and reducing themto ashes. Because of such exercises, for
exanple, three fires broke out in June 1992 and destroyed sone 2,000 dununs of
natural woodl and, nost of it in the Fig area in the southern part of the Gol an

2. Damage to archaeol ogical sites as a result of tank novenments and the inpact
of arnour-piercing shells and other expl osive devices of various kinds. Damage
has been caused to sites and to the stones (dol mens) that have been in the area
virtual ly unchanged for thousands of years.

3. Di sposal of waste in areas not designated for that purpose
4. Random shooting at tel egraph pol es and signposts.
5. Bui l ding of roads for mlitary purposes w thout supervision or care,

t her eby danmagi ng natural areas and the superstructure of many localities w thout
regard for proper nethods of road buil ding.

6. Layi ng of |andm nes on pasturel and used by Arab citizens and around I|sraeli
settlenments.

7. Renmoval of stone from archaeol ogical sites, such as the marble adorning the
wal | s at sonme sites, and precious statues fromthe Golan Church dating fromthe
fourth century.

8. Excavation of graves in search of gold artifacts.

Practices causing environnmental degradation

In their report, the Wrld Bank and the Dani sh conpany KeyControl state
that |Israel has buried 52 tons of nuclear and chenical waste in the occupied
Arab territories near the borders with the Arab countries. The report points
out that this practice carries with it the danger of an ecol ogi cal catastrophe
for the Mddl e East as a whol e.



A 52/ 202
Engl i sh
Page 25

X. DESTRUCTI ON OF | NHABI TED LOCALI TI ES AND LOOTI NG OF PROPERTY

The occupation authorities destroyed some 241 inhabited localities in the
Gol an follow ng the occupation of the area in 1967 and expelled their
i nhabi tants, and houses of worship, schools and health centres were not safe
fromthis destruction. The intention of the occupation authorities in doing
this was to elimnate Arab sites and obliterate the Arab identity of the area.
The visitor to the Golan today would be unable to identify the sites of Arab
villages were it not for a fewruins. Many villages were transforned into
cultivated land and agricultural enterprises or were surrounded with trees in
order to conceal their outlines. The occupation authorities used stone fromthe
houses to build mlitary positions and fortifications after the deliberate
destruction of the houses by Israeli forces. The value of the houses at the
prices prevailing in the year of the occupation is estimted at about one
billion dollars. There are also the | osses arising out of the destruction of
the city of Quneitra and the |looting of property (crops, livestock, enterprises,
furni shings, appliances, machines, and so forth). For exanple, |srael plundered
the goods that were in the shops in Quneitra and the villages of the CGol an and
sei zed herds of cattle, sheep and goats and other l|ivestock (and there were half
a mllion head of livestock in the area) as well as seizing some hundreds of
t housands of tons of crops.

Xl.  EXPLORATI ON FCR AND LOOTI NG OF ANTI QUI TI ES

The Golan is an area rich in antiquities and historical treasures from
various epochs and, indeed, one of the richest. It has sone 210 archaeol ogi ca
sites or one for every five square kilonmetres

Israel carried out an archaeol ogi cal survey of the area and then proceeded
to explore for antiquities and to plunder them It has also attenpted to
m srepresent the historical facts with a viewto creating historica
justifications for its expansionist anbitions. Reports in |Israeli newspapers
have spoken of thefts of antiquities fromthe Golan, and the same newspapers
reported that General Mshe Dayan, the former M nister of Defence and M nister
for Foreign Affairs, stole antiquities fromthe village of Fakhurah in the
central Golan, including the capital of a large basalt colum. Many
archaeol ogi cal sites are also in danger of destruction in the mlitary exercises
carried out by Israeli Arny forces in the Golan. Arnour-piercing shells and
ot her expl osive devices of all kinds and tank novenents have caused naj or danage
to the stone tables and dressed stones that have been in the area for thousands
of years.

The pl aces where Israel has carried out exploratory work include the
foll owi ng, anong dozens of other places: Khanfin, Fiqgq, Kanaf, Wadi al-Hariri,
Rujmal -Hiri, Tall al-Bazuk, Dayr Qaruh, Khirbat al-Rafid, Dakkah, Kursi,

Bani as, Adnani yah (Darman) and Fakhur ah.

The cultural heritage of a country is an integral part of its life and
expresses its national and historical identity. For this reason, the fact that
the Israeli occupation authorities are searching for antiquities in the occupied
Syrian Gol an and stealing those discovered harnms not only Syria but also world

/...
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culture and human civilization. It harnms the reading, study and integrity of
history and can lead to its deliberate falsification, inasnmuch as |Israe
proceeds to msrepresent the antiquities that it steals for the purpose of
creating historical justifications for its expansionist anbitions. It is
therefore essential that the archaeol ogical and artistic itens stolen by the
Israeli occupation authorities should be returned to the historical sites from
whi ch they were taken in the area of the occupied Syrian Golan so that

hi storical authenticity may be restored.

In this connection, we should like to place on record that Syria reserves
its right to the return of the cultural property seized by the Israel
occupation authorities, some of which it has entered in its own archaeol ogi ca
records in violation of international |aw and of the Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 14 May 1954.

X1, THE POLI CY OF REPRESSI ON AND BLOCKADE AGAI NST THE POPULATI ON

Torture and repression

Dozens of Syrian citizens remain in Israeli prisons and detention centres.
The nanes of those sentenced to long ternms in prison on charges of resistance to
t he occupation, together with the sentence being served, are as foll ows:
Sidgi Sul ayman al - Magat (27 years); Hayil Husayn Abu Zayda (27 years);
Bashir Sul ayman al - Magat (17 years); Saytan Ninr al-Wali (27 years);
Asi m Mahnud al -Wali (27 years); Ziyad Arif Abu Jabal (12 years);
Faris Hayil al-Sha'ir (8 years); and Bassam Sul aynan Khatir (8 years).

These det ai nees endure the nost inhuman conditions in the prisons and
suffer fromthe nost abom nabl e and barbaric treatment and nmethods of coercion
Their famlies have | odged many conplaints with the International Conmttee of
the Red Cross concerning their deplorable situation, but to no avail

Repressi ve practices become nore severe on the national holidays cel ebrated
by the Syrian citizens in the Golan, particularly shortly before and during the
comenor ati on of Evacuation Day (17 April), the anniversary of the great
national strike (14 February), the anniversary of the annexation of the Col an
(14 Decenber) and Martyrs' Day (6 May). They are a fundanental and unchangi ng
aspect of Israeli practices against the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian
Gol an, have represented a fixed pattern since the occupation first began and
take a variety of fornms such as arrests, torture, raids on hormes and the
i nposi tion of conpul sory residence and of bl ockades. These practices are
acconpani ed by | and sei zures and an escal ation of settlenent activities.

For their part, the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian CGolan continue their
uprising (intifadah), expressing on various occasions and by various neans their
rejection of the occupation and its neasures and their commtment to their
not her | and.
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Arrests

On 23 Cctober 1996 the Israeli occupation authorities arrested four young
men on charges of resisting the occupation and setting fire to an incone tax
office and a police station. They were: Walid Nassar al-A am;

Jabir Nassar al-Ajam; Fadi Munir Ibrahim and Wadi® Sa'id al - Hal abi .

On 30 Cctober 1996 ot her young nmen were arrested on the same charges and
brought to trial. They were: Ra' fat Nayif Awmvad; Amal Hamad al - Unaydat ;
Yam n As ad Abu Jabal; and H sham Husayn Abu Jabal

On 10 Decenber 1996 Israeli occupation forces encircled the town of Mjda
Shans and bl ocked all exits. They arrested nmany Syrian citizens and confiscated
dozens of vehicles after their owners had refused to pay i ncome taxes and val ue-
added t ax.

On 20 Decenber 1996 occupation forces raided hones in Mjdal Shans and
arrested a nunber of young nen follow ng confrontations between occupation
troops and the inhabitants after a bottle filled with inflanmable |iquid was
thrown at an Israeli patrol

On 10 January 1997 occupation forces arrested a group of young nen in
Maj dal Shans. They invaded the town, sounded car horns in an al arm ng manner,
fired shots and directed insults and abuse at the inhabitants through
| oudspeakers.

On 22 January 1997 there was a clash between citizens in Mas adah and
nenbers of the occupation forces who had cone to expropriate | and belonging to
the town and situated to the south. The youth Nazih Mas ' ud was the first to see
them and he informed the inhabitants. The forces were halted after a violent
cl ash.

On 23 March 1997 the youth Salim Sarah was arrested in Mjdal Shans on a
charge of throwing a bottle filled with inflammable liquid at a mlitary
vehi cl e.

On 6 May 1997 the inhabitants of the Syrian Golan celebrated the patriotic
occasion of Martyrs' Day, affirming that they woul d continue to struggl e agai nst
the occupation until such time as the entire and undi m ni shed Gol an was
liberated. During that tinme the follow ng were arrested: Nazi m Yusuf
al - Sabbagh; Salih Mahnud Abu Sal i h; Adham Salih al -Shufi; and Munjid Hani Awwad.

The occupation authorities also nmake arrests anong students just before
their final exam nations, particularly anong those in the graduating secondary
certificate class. One exanple of that was the case of the student
Sal i m Husayn Zahwah fromthe village of Buqg ata.

Conpul sory residence can be inposed for periods of six nonths or a year,
and there is al so bani shment and expul sion fromthe Golan. Large fines are
i nposed as a kind of security deterrent, and they vary from1,000 to 10, 000
dol lars. Such fines were inposed on the youths |hsan Muhammad Fakhr al-Din and
lyad Alam al -Di n Maddah from Maj dal Shans. Alternatively, detainees are
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sentenced to performforced | abour for the local councils, and this happens
after every patriotic denonstration

Control of citizens' contacts with their notherl and

The situation in which famlies are split between the occupied part of the
ol an and their Syrian honeland is exploited in a heinous manner. Approval for
famly visits is withheld despite repeated requests, and they limt themto one
visit a year for men of religion with the goal of instilling a sectarian
outlook. It is rare that they approve applications for the reunification of
divided famlies. This tragic and i nhuman situation can be w tnessed at the
ceasefire line, where divided fanmlies call to each other across the barbed wire
and m nefi el ds using | oudspeakers. There are many cases where people faint or
even di e under the inpact of the enptions aroused when fam |lies comunicate with
each other across the line from afar

A joint application submtted by doctors fromthe Golan for permssion to
go the Damascus to attend a nmeeting at the invitation of the Association of
Physicians in Syria was rejected on 19 February 1997. The occupation
authorities required each of themto subnit a separate application as a neans of
extorting the exorbitant fees payable with each application. Forty-eight
doctors subm tted applications, and the occupation authorities approved 23 of
them but actually gave perm ssion to only 11 doctors to go. One of these was
unable to do so, and so only 10 left for a 10-day visit on 20 February. The
remai ni ng 37 doctors held a press conference at which they criticized repression
by the occupation authorities. They brought an action in the "H gh Court", but
it rejected their application for "security reasons".

X1, THE UPRI SI NG (| NTI FADAH)

The struggle of the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian Gol an agai nst the
Israeli occupation has continued without interruption. This fact enmerges on the
nmany occasi ons when they express their rejection of the occupation and their
identification with their Syrian notherland. The struggle has intensified in
t he past year, and this was acknow edged by the occupation authorities
t hensel ves when they announced a 50-per-cent increase during 1996 in patriotic
activities by the Syrian citizens of the occupi ed CGol an over the previous year

On the occasion of the fifteenth anniversary of the Israeli decision to
annex the Golan on 14 Decenber 1981, the people of the Golan adopted a statenent
saying that they regarded the decision as null and void; that they rejected it;
that they found it inpossible to accept; that it was inconpatible with
international law, and that it ignored the fact that the nanifest truth could
not be msrepresented. They stated that the Golan was Syrian Arab territory and
that Israel nust withdraw fully fromit; that Syria under the |eadership of
Presi dent Hafez al - Asad woul d not abandon an inch of Golan soil and that its
will was stronger and nore resolute than any intransi gence; and that the people
of the Golan would continue to stand as one man in order to overturn the
annexation deci si on.
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On 14 Decenber the occupation forces established reinforced barriers at the
entrances to the towns of the Golan in order to cope with any activities by the
i nhabi tants.

In commenoration of the fifteenth anniversary of the uprising on
14 February, the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian Gol an began a general strike
against the Israeli decision to annex the Golan and inpose on it Israeli |aw
that lasted for many days. They flew Syrian flags on schools and public
bui | di ngs and fromrooftops, sang patriotic and nationalist songs and burnt the
Israeli flag as an expression of their disapproval and condemation of the
occupati on.

On the anniversary of the 8 March Revol ution, the Wonen's Union in the
Gol an adopted a statenent criticizing the Israeli occupation and stating that
the Golan was Syrian Arab territory that would be restored to Syrian
sovereignty; that Arab wormen woul d continue their resistance to the occupation
until such time as the entire Golan had been |iberated; and that the people
rejected the application of any sovereignty other than that of the notherl and
to any part of the honel and.

On Evacuation Day (17 April), the anniversary of the w thdrawal of foreign
forces, the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian Golan celebrated this patriotic
occasion by affirmng their commtment to their national identity and to their
Syrian notherland and their rejection of all attenpts at annexation
assimlation and the inposition of Israeli identity.

The inhabitants of the Golan convened a neeting at the Ya fuli shrine near
Mas® adah on 3 May. It was attended by hundreds of people from Majdal Shans,
Bug  ata, Mas adah and Ayn Qunyah, including spiritual |eaders, a group of Golan
not abl es and national and social activists. They cane together to discuss and
exchange views on the issue of persons who had obtained Israeli citizenship
since 1981 and had been ostracized as puni shnment for deviating fromthe nationa
l'ine.

On 13 May citizens in Majdal Shanms defied the Israeli occupation forces and
flew Syrian flags over the secondary school in affirmation of their sense of
bel onging and of loyalty to their Syrian notherland. An Israeli mlitary force
rai ded homes in the town seeking those who had raised the flags and arrested
many citizens for questioning.

The nmeeting renewed and confirned the decision to place the persons
concerned under a religious and social ban and decided to keep the full boycott
in place until such tinme as they made amends for their error and relinqui shed
Israeli citizenship.

The neeting deci ded that the ban and the boycott should continue to apply
to themand their adult children for as long as they refused to relinquish
Israeli citizenship.

On a previous occasion, the notables of the Golan had adopted a statute for
patriotic action that they had called "the National Charter". It stipulates:
that the Golan is an integral part of the Syrian Arab Republic; that Syrian Arab
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citizenship is an attribute that is intrinsic to us, is inalienable and is
passed on fromparents to children; that every Golan citizen who is seduced into
accepting Israeli citizenship offends against our common dignity, our nationa
honour, our ethnic affiliation, our religion and our traditions and is to be
regarded as a traitor to his country; and that those who violate the

provisions of this Charter are to regarded as traitors and are to be ostraci zed,
so that relations with them sharing with themin their joy and their grief and
intermarriage with themare forbidden until such tinme as they acknow edge their
of fence, repent their error, seek the forgiveness of their community, regain
their honour and restore their true citizenship.

XIV. THE PCSI TI ON OF THE | NTERNATI ONAL COVWMUNI TY

The international community, in its conmmtnent to defend human rights and
condemm human rights violations, has expressed concern at the situation
prevailing in the occupied Palestinian territories as a result of Israel's
occupation and its policy of repression and of disregard for internationa
covenants and international law. It has called upon Israel to end that policy
and to abide by the relevant international covenants and agreenments, and it has
adopted many resolutions in this regard. They include the follow ng:

General Assenbly resolution 51/131, on the work of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories, in which the Assenbly
depl ores those policies and practices of Israel which violate the hunman
rights of the Pal estinian people and other Arabs of the occupied
territories;

General Assenbly resolution 51/135, on the occupied Syrian Golan, in which
the Assenbly: calls upon Israel to conply with Security Council resolution
497 (1981) in which the Council decided that the Israeli decision to inpose
its laws, jurisdiction and adm nistration on the occupied Syrian Golan are
null and void and without international |egal effect; also calls upon
Israel to desist fromchanging the physical character, denographic
conposition, institutional structure and |legal status of the occupied
Syrian Golan and in particular to desist fromthe establishnent of
settlements; determines that all measures and actions taken or to be taken
by Israel are null and void and constitute a flagrant violation of
international |law and of the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949; calls upon
Israel to desist frominposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity
cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan and to desi st
fromits repressive neasures agai nst them and deplores the violations by

I srael of the fourth Geneva Convention

General Assenbly resolution 51/133, on the Israeli settlenments in the
occupi ed Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem and the occupied
Syrian Golan, in which the Assenbly: reaffirns that the |srael

settlenents are illegal and an obstacle to peace and econom c and soci a
devel opnent; calls upon Israel to accept the applicability of the 1949
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Gvilian Persons in Tinme of
War to the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem and to the
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occupi ed Syrian CGolan and to abide scrupulously by its provisions; and
demands compl ete cessation of all illegal Israeli settlenent activities;

General Assenbly resolution 51/190, on the permanent sovereignty of the
Pal estini an people in the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusal em and of the Arab population in the occupied Syrian Gol an over
their natural resources, in which the Assenbly: reaffirns the inalienable
ri ght of the Pal estinian people and the popul ation of the occupied Syrian
Gol an over their natural resources, including |and and water; and calls
upon Israel not to exploit, to cause | oss and depletion of or to endanger
the natural resources in the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusalem and in the occupied Syrian Gol an

Commi ssion on Human rights resolution 1997/2, on human rights in the
occupi ed Syrian Golan, in which the Comm ssion: deeply concerned at the
suffering of the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian Golan owing to
Israel's violation of their basic human rights, calls upon Israel to conply
with the relevant resolutions of the General Assenbly and the Security
Council; also calls upon it to desist from changing the physical character,
denogr aphi c conposition, institutional structure and | egal status of the
occupi ed Syrian Gol an and enphasi zes that di splaced persons nust be all owed
to return to their hones and to recover their property; and further calls
upon it to desist frominposing Israeli citizenship and Israeli identity
cards on Syrian citizens and fromits repressive neasures agai nst them

The special declaration adopted by the extraordinary session of the Islamc
Summit, held in Islamabad on 23 March 1997, in which the Heads of State and
Governnent strongly condemn Israel's persistence in its expansioni st
settlenent policies in the occupied Arab territories and consider these
policies to be inconsistent with all international treaties, conventions
and resolutions, particularly the relevant Security Council resolutions and
the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949;

The conmuni qué i ssued by the Al -Quds Conmittee of the Organization of the
Islam c Conference at its sixteenth session, held in Rabat on

27 March 1997, in which the Commttee strongly condemms Israel for its
expansi oni st settlenent policy in the occupied Arab territories;

The final document of the Twelfth Mnisterial Conference of the Mvenent of
Non- Al i gned Countries, held in New Del hi on 7 and 8 April 1997, in which
the Mnisters: affirmthat all neasures taken or to be taken by Israel

t he occupyi ng Power, such as its decision of 14 Decenmber 1981, that purport
to alter the legal, physical and denobgraphic situation of the occupied
Syrian Golan are null and void, constitute a flagrant violation of the
principles of international |aw, the fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 and
the resolutions of the United Nations and have no | egal effect; call upon
Israel to conply with Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and to

wi t hdraw conpl etely fromthe occupied Syrian Golan to the |ine of

4 June 1967 in inplenmentation of Security Council resolutions 242 (1967)
and 338 (1973); and consider Israel's persistence in its settlenent
policies in the occupied Arab territories to be inconpatible with

i nternational covenants, treaties and resolutions, particularly the fourth
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CGeneva Convention of 1949, and to constitute a dangerous threat to the
peace process;

Resol ution 5633, adopted by the Council of the League of Arab States at its
one hundred and seventh regul ar session on 31 March 1997, in which the
Council: reaffirms its rejection of all neasures taken or to be taken by
the Israeli occupation authorities that purport to alter the |egal

physi cal and denographic situation in the occupied Syrian Arab Gol an as
constituting a violation of international agreenents, the Charter of the
United Nations and United Nations resolutions; expresses support for the

st eadf ast ness of the Syrian Arab citizens in their resistance to the
Israeli occupation and its repressive practices and in their commtnment to
their land and their Syrian Arab identity; expresses conmtnent to the

rel evant resol utions requiring non-recognition and non-acceptance of any
situation resulting fromlsraeli settlenent activity as unlawful and as
creating no rights or obligations; considers that the establishnent of
settlements and the introduction of settlers constitutes a violation of the
Geneva Conventions and the Madrid framework and an i npedi ment to the peace
process; and expresses great concern at Israel's continued attenpts to defy
the will of the international commnity and its continued affirmation of
annexation deci sions considered null and void by the internationa
comunity, particularly the decision taken by the Knesset on 13 March 1996
to approve, in first reading, a bill confirm ng the annexation of the

Gol an

The statenent adopted by the Arab Inter-Parlianentary Conference held in
Cairo on 14 May [1997], in which the participants: stress their rejection
of neasures taken or to be taken by the Israeli occupation authorities with
a view to changing the | egal, denbgraphic or physical situation in the
occupi ed Syrian Gol an; consider the Israeli measures as unlawful and nul
and void and as constituting a violation of international agreenments, of
the Charter of the United Nations and of United Nations resolutions
affirmng that the annexation of the Golan is null and void; and comend

t he steadfastness of the Syrian Arab citizens, their resistance to the
Israeli occupation and its repressive practices and their commtment to
their land and their Syrian identity.

XV.  CONCLUSI ON

The present conprehensive review of Israeli policies and practices reveals
a fixed and constant pattern. There has neverthel ess been a sharp escal ation
over the past year in the inplenentation of the policies and practices being
pursued by the present Israeli Governnent with regard to the | and and popul ation
of the occupied Syrian Golan, including neasures designed to perpetuate the
occupation, the expansion of settlenent activity, the seizure of |and and water,
the undermining of infrastructure, and the repression and persecution of the
i nhabi t ant s.

This confirms the conclusions reached by of the Special Conmittee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and O her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories in its previous reports. The
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human rights situation in the occupied territories has greatly deteriorated.
One of the nost serious causes of the strong and constant tension is the
presence and unrel enting expansion of Israeli settlenents. The expression of
patriotic sentinments by the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian CGol an continues
to be net with severe punishnents, and their freedom of novenment renains
restricted. The expropriation of |land and sources of water continues;
educational and health facilities are inadequate; the inhabitants encounter
maj or econonmic difficulties; environnental degradation is being caused by the
burial of toxic wastes in the Golan; prisoners in Israeli jails are being held
in extrenely cruel conditions; and Syrian citizens are subjected to provocation
by arnmed Israeli settlers.

There nust be an end to the tragic situation of the inhabitants of the
occupi ed Syrian Golan and to the plight of the hundreds of thousands of
residents forcibly displaced fromthe Golan and hoping to return to their |and
and property after an absence of 30 years. This is required by respect for the
rel evant international covenants, for international legitinmcy and for the
freedomand dignity of man, and it can only be brought about by ending the
Israeli occupation in inplenmentation of the relevant United Nations resol utions
and in conpliance with international humanitarian | aw

The continued pursuit by Israel of these policies and practices is totally
inconpatible with the efforts being nade to establish a just and conprehensive
peace in the Mddl e East in accordance with the principles on the basis of which
the peace process was initiated at the Madrid conference on peace in the Mddle
East, including the principle of Iand for peace.

We should Ilike to affirmin this connection that resistance to occupation
is alegitimte practice in which all peoples of the world have engaged
t hroughout history. Qpposition to occupation, insistence on retaining
possession of the land and the assertion of rights are all legitimate. The
uprising (intifadah) of the inhabitants of the occupied Syrian CGol an provides a
nodel of the will to stand fast and defy occupation that is to be emul ated and
is a shining exanple of national unity and loyalty to | and and nati on.
Regardl ess of the passage of tine, occupation cannot annul Syrian Arab
sovereignty over the Colan, which has been Syrian territory fromtine
i Mmenorial, and it must inevitably be restored to its true owners. It is this
that is required by the relevant United Nations resolutions and the Madrid
Conf erence formul a.

We should also like to affirmthe commtnent of the Syrian Arab Republic to
t he achi evement of a just and conprehensive peace in the Mddl e East region
This will require Israel to withdraw fromthe occupied Syrian Golan to the line
of 4 June 1967 and will also require the negotiations to be resuned fromthe
poi nt at which they were suspended.

At the present tine, the international community nust condemn | srael
policies and practices in the occupied Syrian Golan, nust refuse recognition of
any nmeasures taken there by the Israeli occupation authorities, nust w thhold
cooperation and assistance in any form whatever in connection with such neasures
and nmust take appropriate steps to end them This will represent an extrenely
i mportant contribution to ensuring Israel's conpliance with human rights
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standards and will be a source of support and assistance to Syria in asserting
its just right to the restoration of the occupied Golan in its entirety.

In closing, the Government of the Syrian Arab Republic would |like to convey
its satisfaction with ongoing cooperation with the Special Conmmttee to
Investigate Israeli Practices, to affirmits desire for such cooperation to
continue and to state its readiness to continue providing the facilities
necessary to enable the Special Conmittee to discharge its mandate to
i nvestigate the human rights situation in the occupied Syrian Golan and the
ot her occupied Arab territories. The efforts of the Special Commttee wll
enabl e international public opinion to acquaint itself with the true nature of
Israeli policies and practices in the occupied Arab territories, which affect
both | and and peopl e.

It is of great inportance, particularly at the present crucial stage, that

the Special Commttee should continue its work until such time as the occupation
is conpletely elimnated.



