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Letter dated 23 May 1997 fromthe Pernmanent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

| have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent by the Presidency
of the European Union on the Turkish incursion into Iraqg, issued on 16 May 1997
(see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly under item 82 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations

* A/ 52/50.
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ANNEX

[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent on the Turkish incursion into Irag, issued on
16 May 1997 by the Presidency of the European Uni on

The Presidency of the European Union notes with concern the fact that the
Turki sh armed forces have once again entered northern Irag. Notwithstanding its
under st andi ng of the Turkish wish to end terrorist actions, the Presidency of
t he European Union stresses that a solution to the Kurdi sh problemcan only be
achieved politically, not mlitarily. It calls on Turkey to exercise the utnobst
restraint, to respect human rights, not to endanger the lives of innocent

civilians and to withdraw its mlitary forces fromlraqi territory as soon as
possi bl e.



