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LETTER OF TRANSM TTAL
29 May 1997
Sir,

The Special Commttee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Ri ghts of the Pal estinian People and Ot her Arabs of the Cccupied Territories has
the honour to transmt to you herewith, in accordance with paragraphs 5, 6 and 7
of General Assenbly resolution 51/131 of 13 Decenber 1996, a periodic report
updating information contained in the periodic report adopted and presented to
you on 19 February 1997 (A/52/131). The present periodic report has been
prepared in order to bring to your attention, and to the attention of the
General Assenbly, updated information on the human rights situation in the
occupied territories.

The present periodic report covers the period from1l January to
30 April 1997. It is based on witten information gathered from various sources
among whi ch the Special Commttee has sel ected rel evant excerpts and sumari es,
which are reflected in the report.

Accept, Sir, the assurances of ny hi ghest consideration

(Signed) Herman Leonard de SILVA
Chai rman of the Special Committee to
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting
the Human Ri ghts of the Pal estinian
Peopl e and Ot her Arabs of the
Cccupi ed Territories

Hi s Excellency M. Kofi Annan
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations
New Yor k
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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. Inits resolution 51/131 of 13 Decenber 1996, the General Assenbly:

"5. Requests the Special Committee, pending conplete termnation of
the Israeli occupation, to continue to investigate Israeli policies and
practices in the occupied Palestinian territory, including Jerusalem and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, especially I|srael
| ack of conpliance with the provisions of the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Tine of War, of 12 August 1949, and
to consult, as appropriate, with the International Commttee of the Red
Cross according to its regulations in order to ensure that the welfare and
human rights of the peoples of the occupied territories are saf eguarded and
to report to the Secretary-General as soon as possibl e and whenever the
need arises thereafter;

"6. Also requests the Special Conmittee to submit regularly to the
Secretary-General periodic reports on the current situation in the occupied
Pal estinian territory, including Jerusal em

"7. FEurther requests the Special Committee to continue to investigate
the treatnent of prisoners in the occupied Palestinian territory, including
Jerusalem and other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967."

2. The Special Conmittee continued its work under the rules of procedure
contained in its first report to the Secretary-General and held the second of
its series of neetings from30 May to 9 June 1997 at Geneva, Cairo, Amman and
Damascus. M. Herman Leonard de Silva (Sri Lanka) continued to be Chairman
The neetings were al so attended by Ms. Absa O aude Diallo (Senegal) and

Dat o' Abdul Mjid Mhanmed (Ml aysia).

3. Section Il of the present report describes the situation in the Arab
territories occupied by Israel as it affects the human rights of the civilian
popul ation. The information contained in the report reflects witten

i nformation received by the Special Conmittee during the period from1l January
to 30 April 1997. The Special Committee has followed the situation in the
occupied territories on a day-to-day basis through reports appearing in the
Israeli press and in the Arab-language and Engli sh-1anguage newspapers published
in the occupied territories. It has also exam ned a nunber of comrunications
and reports from Governnents, organizations and individuals pertaining to the
period covered by the report.

4. The geographi cal names and the term nol ogy enployed in the present report
reflect the usage in the original sources and do not inply the expression of any
opi ni on what soever on the part of the Special Conmttee or the Secretariat of
the United Nations.
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I1. I NFORVATI ON RECEI VED BY THE SPECI AL COWM TTEE

A. Ceneral situation

1. GCeneral devel opnents and policy statenents

5. On 2 January 1997, the League of Arab States (LAS) called for an

i nternational mechanismto be established in order to protect the Arab civilian
popul ation in the occupi ed Pal estinian and Arab | ands against terrorist attacks
by Israeli settlers. 1In a special statement rel eased one day after a shooting
i ncident in Hebron, the League called for the disarmng of settlers in

Pal estinian |l ands and urged the United States of Anerica and the Russian
Federati on, co-sponsors of the peace process, as well as the European Uni on (EU)
to demand that Israel inplenent the agreements it signed with the Pal estine

Li berati on Organi zation (PLO. Recalling the Hebron massacre in 1994, the
League expressed its indignation over and condemation of the crimnal incident
in Hebron on 1 January in which an Israeli soldier had opened fire on Arab
civilians. This crimnal action, the statenent clained, proved the "fragility"
of security in Hebron and other Pal estinian | ands, which required an

i nternational nmechanismto protect Pal estinians against terrorist attacks by
Israeli settlers. (Ha'aretz, 3 January)

6. On 7 January, the Peace Now novenent held a vigil at Baruch Goldstein's
grave in the Kiryat Arba settlenment to protest against what it described as the
turning of the grave into a holy site, which was | eading others to follow

ol dstein's exanple. Goldstein's grave was located in the Meir Kahane Park at
the entrance to the settlenment. The grave is surrounded by a tiled floor and
prayer bookcases as well as a tap for ritual hand washi ng have al so been
installed. The tonbstone on the grave refers to Goldstein as a "martyr".

CGol dstein killed 29 Muslinms and wounded 125 in the Cave of the Patriarchs
(I'brahim Mosque) in 1994, (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 8 January)

7. On 10 January, it was reported that the Israeli Mnistry of the Interior
woul d proceed in accordance with the decision adopted by the Israeli H gh Court
and withdraw the identity cards of all Pal estinians from Jerusal emwho |ived
out si de the nunici pal boundaries or who resided in neighbouring Arab countries.
A simlar ruling applied to Palestinians |iving abroad for seven years or nore.
(The Jerusalem Ti mes, 10 January)

8. On 10 January, it was reported that the Pal estinian Authority had deci ded
to set up a fund in order to develop and defend Pal estinian |and. The fund, to
be known as the Land Fund, woul d nmake noney avail able for farners and vill agers
for the upkeep of their property and the devel opnent of their land, in
particul ar that | ocated near settlenments, or |and the Governnent of |srael
wanted to expropriate for settlenent purposes. (The Jerusal em Tines,

10 January)

9. On 10 January, the Israeli Mnister of the Interior, Eli Suissa, indicated
that a plan to confiscate the Jabal Abu Ghnei m area near Jerusal em had been
prepared. He denied reports that the Israeli Prine Mnister, Benjamn

Net anyahu, had deci ded to postpone plans to build 6,500 housing units on the
sout hern outskirts of Jerusalemand north of Bethlehem Together w th Mal eh

/...
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Adumim which lies east of Jerusalem a settlenment on Jabal Abu Ghnei m woul d
close the ring of settlenents around Jerusalem (The Jerusal em Ti nes,
10 January)

10. On 15 January, the partial redeployment of Israeli troops from Hebron
started in a fairly quiet atnmosphere. Israeli soldiers left 80 per cent of the
city and were replaced by the Palestinian police force. Additional Israel
troops took up positions in the heart of Hebron to protect the 400 Jew sh
settlers who are to remain in the city. Tension rose later in the day when

Pal estinians threw stones at Jew sh settlers. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 and

24 January)

11. On 16 January, after a 12-hour debate, the Knesset endorsed the Hebron
redepl oynment agreenent by a vote of 87 to 17 with one abstention. 1In his
concl udi ng speech, Prine M nister Benjam n Netanyahu stated that he believed the
decision was the right one in view of current realities and added that he hoped
to see future peace agreenents with the Palestinians and with Arab States. He
stressed, however, that his Governnment would preserve and consolidate the
settlenent in Hebron, which he described as being the city of the forefathers
and the rock of Jewi sh existence. He stated further that his CGovernnent's goals
were to "preserve the unity of Jerusalem to guarantee the right of Jews to
settle in their land and to offer the Pal estinians reasonable self-rule
arrangenents which excluded sovereignty". (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post,

17 January)

12. On 17 January, the town of Hebron was officially handed over to the
Pal estinian Authority. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 19 January)

13. On 18 January, the French daily newspaper Le Figaro quoted Prinme M nister
Benj ami n Net anyahu as stating that the future of Jerusal em woul d never be
negoti ated. The newspaper quoted the Prinme Mnister as stating that he could
envision a Palestinian State, provided that the term"State" was carefully
defined to protect Israeli interests and security. "W neither want to govern
the Pal estinians nor interfere with their existence", stated Netanyahu, "but we
do not desire to find ourselves in a position that threatens ours |lives and our
future". (Jerusalem Post, 19 January)

14. On 19 January, in a conciliatory speech, Palestinian Authority Chairnman
Yasser Arafat told a crowmd of sonme 50,000 Hebron residents that all the Israel
peopl e had made peace with the Pal estinians and that the Pal estinians sought no
confrontation with Hebron's Jewi sh settlers. Mking no allusion to the fact
that 20 per cent of the town was still under Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)
control, M. Arafat repeated three times that Hebron was |iberated, recalling
that there were 87 votes for peace in the Knesset, sonmething that was new in the
M ddl e East. (Jerusal em Post, 20 January)

15. On 20 January, Prine M nister Benjam n Netanyahu specified that |srae
woul d continue to build settlements in the territories, including in Hebron. At
a neeting of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and Defence Committee, the Prime

M ni ster stated that neither the Gsl o Agreenments nor the Hebron Agreement rul ed
out the continuation of construction in Judea and Sanmaria (West Bank).

(Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 21 January)
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16. On 24 January, Palestinian sources quoted a statenment attributed to Prine
M ni ster Benjam n Netanyahu stating that his Government had commtted itself to
rel easing the Pal estinian wonen prisoners, but did not give any specific date.
There were 37 Pal estinian wonen prisoners in Israeli jails, whose rel ease was
supposed to have taken place shortly after the signing of the Gslo Il Agreenent.
M. Netanyahu deni ed reports that his Governnent had agreed to rel ease the
spiritual |eader of Hamas, Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, as part of the Hebron Agreenent.
He stated, however, that Israel mght consider rel easing Yassin, depending on
his health situation. (The Jerusalem Tines, 24 January)

17. On 24 January, it was reported that Palestinians reacted angrily after the

I sraeli Commander of the Central Area, OC Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan, threatened to
send tanks into the Wadi A-Teen area near Tul karmto nmake way for Israel
projects. The Ceneral's remarks canme as a response to the firmstand taken by
villagers of the area ained at preventing Israeli quarries and stonecutters from
being set up on their land. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 24 January)

18. On 27 January, the B tselem human rights organi zati on requested the

M litary Advocate-CGeneral, Brig.-Gen. Shlono Shaham to open an investigation
agai nst the officer commanding |IDF troops in the Hebron area on suspicion that
he had prohibited his soldiers fromshooting at Jews who carried out attacks.
The head of B tselemstated that evidence suggested that instructions given to
IDF soldiers were that the life of a Jew who conmitted an attack was nore

i nportant than the lives of the people he was trying to harm (Ha' aretz,

28 January)

19. On 29 January, the Israeli Mnister of the Interior, Eli Suissa, informed

t he Knesset that 600 identity cards had been withdrawn so far fromresidents of
East Jerusalem This was the first time that the Governnent of |srael had
admtted to pursuing a policy of identity card withdrawal. 1In a related

devel opnent, it was reported that new instructi ons had been given concerning the
i ssuance of Jerusalemidentity cards. New applicants first had to apply for the
famly reunification programme at the East Jerusal em branch of the Mnistry of
the Interior before officials agreed to process the forns into application forms
for an identity card. The sane process applied to two additional categories:
persons whose identity cards were |l ost or stolen, and those who sought to
exchange their frayed identity cards for new ones. Applicants now had to
provide the sanme docunments that applicants for famly reunification were asked
to produce. (The Jerusalem Tines, 31 January)

20. On 30 January, Sheikh Yusuf Abu Sanina, the preacher of the Al Agsa Msque,
declared during the fourth Friday prayers of Ramadan that |srael had no
intention of restoring to the Pal estinian people their legal rights and was, on
the contrary, racing against time in order to turn Pal estinian |and and the

ol an Heights into settlenents, which were like a "cancer” in the heart of the

I slami c nation. Sheikh Abu Sanina further charged that the Israeli authorities
had decl ared a "psychol ogi cal war" agai nst the Pal estinian residents of
Jerusalemin order to drive themout of the City. He gave as an exanple the

i ssui ng of magnetic cards, which he clained was ai ned at preventing Pal estini ans
fromentering Jerusalemand limting their access to its holy places. He

concl uded by warning that the nmeasures taken by Israel in Jerusal emjeopardized
Arab and Muslimexistence there. (Ha'aretz, 2 February)
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21. On 31 January, the head of the Pal estinian Security Team announced that the
Israeli authorities had agreed to renove all the checkpoints set up throughout
the West Bank followi ng the Pal estinian-Israeli clashes in Septenber 1996.

(The Jerusalem Ti nes, 7 February)

22. On 14 February, it was reported that the Pal estinian Authority had | odged
an official protest with Israel over attenpts to set up a stonecutting facility
in the A-Teen Valley area near Tul karm The protest foll owed cl ashes between

i nhabitants of the A-Teen Valley and Israeli |and surveyors. The area is

adj acent to the Green Line, the border with Israel. (The Jerusal em Tines,

14 February)

23. On 14 February, it was reported that the Israeli human rights group Hanoked
had reveal ed that Israel had refused to register as pernanent residents

t eenagers whose West Bank parents had spent years living abroad. Hanoked stated
that the Government of Israel had violated a military [aw, which stipul ated that
t he Governnment mnust regi ster as permanent residents all Wst Bank Pal estini ans
who had reached the age of 16, provided that one of their parents enjoyed that
status. In another devel opnent, the nmonthly publication by the Gaza-based

Pal estinian Authority Mnistry of the Interior noted that Israel was basing
itself on a 1952 law that authorized it to withdraw the rights of pernanent
residency when it deemed necessary in order to reduce the nunber of Jerusal em
Arabs once negotiations on the final status began. The nmonthly report also
noted that the Government of I|srael was taking new nmeasures agai nst Pal estini ans
with Jordani an passports narried to women from Jerusalem The Mnistry had been
annul ling visas refusing to extend the period of residency and had forced nmen to
hand in the identity cards of their spouses. (The JerusalemTines, 14 February)

24. On 16 February, it was reported that the Mnistry of Justice had conpleted

the formulation of a bill that would prevent thousands of Pal estinians who were
wounded by I DF troops during the intifadah fromreceiving conpensation, except
in "special humanitarian cases". In addition, the proposed | egislation, known

as the Intifadah Injuries Law, woul d cancel conpensation clains already filed in
Israeli courts and would relieve the General Security Services (GSS) of
responsibility for paying damages to persons claimng to have suffered physica
or mental injuries during interrogation. Hundreds of Palestinians are said to
have clainms pending in Israeli courts of up to one billion new Israeli shekels
(NI'S). (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 16 February)

25. On 17 February, Israel and the Pal estinian Authority resuned joint mlitary
patrols in Tul karm the seventh and last city in which patrols had been renewed
since their suspension follow ng the Septenber clashes in the territories.
(Jerusal em Post, 18 February)

26. On 19 February, the Palestinian Authority Mnister wi thout portfolio,
Fai sal Husseini, stated that the construction of a settlenent at Jabal Abu
CGhnei m south of Jerusal emwas tantanount to a decl aration of war.

(The Jerusal em Ti nmes, 21 February)

27. On 20 February, the Palestinian Society for the Protection of Human Ri ghts
i ssued a two-part annual report on human rights violations by Israel and the
Pal estinian Authority in 1996. The part on Israel stressed that, froma | ega

/...
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poi nt of view, the Israeli occupation continued, as did control of the |lives of
t he Pal estinians through systematic violations of their econom c and politica
rights. It stated that there had been an upsurge in settler violence and | and
confiscation since the election in May of Prime Mnister Benjanm n Netanyahu

The report stated that the second half of the year had seen an increase in the
frequency of warnings that "illegal" Palestinian housing in area C would be
denol i shed. The report observed that the construction of "illegal" housing was
a genui ne necessity since the Israeli Construction and Pl anning Comittee had
refused to grant building permts to Palestinians for years. The report

i ndi cated that some 1,200 denolition orders were pending in Israeli courts.
Thousands of Pal estinians, 300 of whom were adninistrative detainees, continued
to be held in Israeli prisons. Sixty-three Palestinians, 11 of whom were
children, had been killed by |IDF troops during the Septenber clashes. Mre than
2,000 were injured, nostly in the upper parts of the body. The report provided
clainms that this was ained at preventing life-threatening danger to the
soldiers. The report gave a detailed account of incidents in which Pal estinians
were killed by IDF soldiers and settlers. |t charged that the one penny fine
neted out to four soldiers who were convicted of causing death by negligence did
not serve as a deterrent but rather the contrary. Cases of humliation of

Pal estinians at | DF roadbl ocks were al so docunented. The picture enmerging from
the report was that Pal estinians continued to live in constant fear for their
lives, personal safety, future, property and honour. Their hopes that the
establi shment of the Pal estinian Authority and the extension of self-rule would
enabl e themto enjoy their human rights had been dashed. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 21 February)

28. On 20 February, Brig.-CGen. Ya' acov Or was officially appointed as

Coordi nator of the Governnent's Activities in the Territories. He served, anobng
other things, as OC IDF troops in the Gaza Strip at the beginning of the
intifadah and OC IDF troops in the West Bank and had repl aced

Maj . - Gen. Oren Shahor. (Ha'aretz, 21 February)

29. On 21 February, it was reported that Israel had | odged a protest with the
Pal estinian Authority after the wonen prisoners released a week earlier were
gi ven positions within the Palestinian security apparatus. (IThe Jerusalem

Ti mes, 21 February)

30. On 23 February, it was reported that Palestinian officials continued to
warn of a deterioration in relations with Israel should the Governnent of Israe
continue to adhere to its settlenment policy in Jerusalemand the Wst Bank. A
statenment by the Pal estinian Authority Cabi net warned that |srael would bear
full responsibility for the consequences of construction in East Jerusalem In
an interview with the Voice of Palestine, the Secretary-Ceneral of the

Pal esti ni an Cabi net, Ahnmed Abed Al Rahaman, stated that Israel was mistaken if
it thought that Pal estinians would sit on the fence while their honel and were
being carved into cantons. He stated that the Israelis were not interested in
building relations of trust, which had been proven by their policy concerning
the West Bank and Jerusalem He added that Israelis wanted Pal estinians to work
as labourers in their factories, provide a market for their produce and live in
cantons. (Ha'aretz, 23 February)
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31. On 26 February, menber States of LAS called for an urgent neeting of the
Security Council in order to reverse Israel's decision to construct a new Jew sh
settlenent in the Har Homa area of East Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, 28 February)

32. On 26 February, an Israeli mnisterial conmttee decided to start work on
the Har Homa settlement, on what is known to Pal estinians as Jabal Abu Ghnei m
Israeli Prime Mnister, Benjam n Netanyahu explained that the first stage of the
settl enent plan would include the construction of 3,000 housing units for

Pal estinians living in Jerusalem to be followed by 6,000 additional units whose
construction would be finalized at the end of a |lengthy, bureaucratic procedure.
The Jerusalem Ti mes pointed out that the conmttee's decision did not nmention
the i mediate start of work on housing units for Arabs in the city but rather
preparatory work that woul d pave the way for an infrastructure for the building
of future housing units. The newspaper added that when M. Netanyahu spoke
about the 3,000 housing units for Arabs in Jerusalem he was speaking in fact of
the potential capacity of areas to absorb the given nunber of houses.

Pal esti nians woul d need to apply for construction permts in the areas covered
by the plan, a total of 10 nei ghbourhoods, and wait for the appropriate permts
to be issued. 1In a related devel opnent, the Israeli Foreign Mnistry clainmed
that 75 per cent of the land where the new settlenment was to be built bel onged
to Jews while only 25 per cent belonged to Arabs. O the 75 per cent, 136
dununs of |and apparently used to belong to an Arab Pal estinian currently living
inthe United States of Anerica who had sold it to Jew sh investors.

(The Jerusal em Ti nes, 28 February)

33. On 2 March, it was reported that OC Central Command, Mj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan,
had urged settlers in the West Bank to carry their weapons wherever they go for
fear of attacks in the region. However, he asked the settlers to avoid friction
with Palestinians. (Ha'aretz, 2 March)

34. On 3 March, a general strike was observed throughout the territories in
prot est agai nst the decision of the Governnent of Israel to build the Har Homa
Jewi sh settlenment in East Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 4 March)

35. On 4 March, Prine Mnister Benjam n Netanyahu ordered the closure of four
Pal estinian offices in Jerusalem M. Netanyahu's decision was reportedly based
on a reconmmendation by the chief of the anti-terrorismforces,

Maj . - Gen. Meir Dagan. The four offices were those of the Wl fare and

Devel opnent Committee, the National Islamc Commttee Confronting Settlenents,
the Institute for the Wunded, and the Ofice for National Institutions.

Pal estinian officials charged that the decision to close the offices was
designed to raise tensions and sabotage the peace process. Faisal Husseini, the
senior Palestinian official in Jerusalem described the closure order as a

del i berate provocation. |n another devel opnent, M. Netanyahu stated that his
Governnent had not authorized the building of any new settlenents in the
territories because there was still work to be done in existing settlenents. He

poi nted out, however, that his Governnment had placed settlenents back on the
list of national priorities and was not curbing the growth of either Jew sh or
Arab communities in Judea, Sanmaria (Wst Bank) and Gaza. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem
Post, 5 and 6 March)
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36. On 6 March, 42 famlies fromthe Jahalin Bedouin tribe petitioned the Hi gh
Court of Justice concerning their eviction fromthe Mal eh Adum m area and
transfer to a site |lacking any anenities 500 netres away fromthe Jerusal em area
gar bage dunp. The petitioners clained that the new site exposed themto life-

t hreateni ng danger owing to health hazards. They also clained that the nunerous
stray dogs that roamed the area threatened their livestock. The famlies stated
that the UNRWA tents in which they had been living had been bl own down by stornms
and asked the Court to order the Governnent to build a nei ghbourhood for themin
pl ace of what had been described as "the | atest Pal estinian refugee canp". They
al so requested that they be given caravans with running water, heating, toilets
and electricity pending the construction of the nei ghbourhood. (Ha aretz,
Jerusal em Post, 7 March)

37. On 6 March, Palestinian and Israeli sources confirmed that the second stage
of the Israeli arny redeploynent fromareas A and B of the West Bank woul d cover
8 to 10 per cent of the total area. The sources also confirnmed that the area
woul d be vacated during the ensuing days. The Governnent of Israel has al so
decided to stop, perhaps tenporarily, the denolition of Arab houses in area C
where it was in full control of daily life and security. (The Jerusal em Ti nes,
7 Mar ch)

38. On 7 March, it was reported that the head of the Mippi ng Departnent at
Oient House, Khalil Toufakji, had noted that the Israeli decision regarding new
housi ng for Pal estinian Jerusalemtes did not speak of direct or inmediate
construction of housing for Arabs. M. Toufakji added that even if construction
work on the Arab side were to start the next day, the housing would not be the
same as that built for Jews. He stated that in Israel, Israelis were allowed to
build high-rise buildings with as many as 10 floors, while on the Arab side of
the city the maxi mum nunber of floors was 4, which meant that no real housing
conpounds could be built. (The Jerusalem Tines, 7 March)

39. On 8 March, Arab countries pressed for an emergency neeting of the Cenera
Assenbly a day after the United States of Anmerica had vetoed a Security Counci
resolution calling for Israel to abandon plans for a new Jew sh nei ghbourhood of
Har Homa in East Jerusalem The vote in the Council had been 14 in favour, wth
only the United States of America voting against the resolution. The defeated
resol uti on woul d have expressed deep concern over the decision of Israel to
initiate new settlenent activities in the Jabal Abu Ghneim area in East
Jerusalem It would al so have called upon the Israeli authorities to refrain
fromall actions or neasures, including settlenent activities, which altered the
facts on the ground, pre-enpting the final status negotiations, and had negative
implications for the Mddl e East peace process. (Jerusalem Post, 9 March)

40. On 9 March, King Hussein of Jordan addressed a letter to Prime Mnister

Benj ami n Net anyahu i n which he expressed fears that M. Netanyahu was not acting
as a peace partner and that his policies, especially the building of the new
Jew sh settlenment of Har Honma in East Jerusal em would make bl oodshed virtually
i npossible to avoid. 1In the three-page letter, King Hussein wote:

"My distress is genuine and deep over the accunul ating tragic actions
whi ch you have initiated as the Head of the Government of Israel, nmaking
peace - the worthiest objective of ny life - appear nore and nore |like a

/...
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distant elusive mrage. | could remain aloof if the very lives of al
Arabs and Israelis and their future were not fast sliding towards an abyss
of bl oodshed and di saster, brought about by fear and despair ... M. Prine

Mnister, if it is your intention to manoeuvre our Pal estinian brethren
into inevitable violent resistance, then order your bulldozers into the
proposed settlenment site w thout doing much of that needed in recognition
of Pal estinian and Arab sensitivity. Then order the young Israeli nenbers
of your powerful arned forces surrounding Pal estinian tows to commt
want on nmurder and mayhem possibly resulting in creating yet a fresh exodus
of hapl ess Pal estinians fromthe honel and of their ancestors and bury the
peace process for all tinme". (Jerusalem Post, 12 March)

41. On 9 March, in a neeting with Foreign Mnister David Levi in Jerusal emthat
ended in an atnosphere of crisis, Palestinian representatives rejected a planned
9 per cent Israeli pull-back in the West Bank. Apart fromrejecting the extent
of the redeploynent, the Pal estinians argued that they should have been

consul ted before the decision was made. O her disagreenments during the neeting
concerned the planned Har Hona settlement and the closure of four Pal estinian
offices in East Jerusalem Responding to a request by the Secretary-CGeneral of
the Pal estinian Authority, Mahnoud Abbas, that I|srael reconsider the
construction of the Har Homa settlenent, M. Levi stated that |srael's position
remai ned unchanged and that there was nothing in the Gslo accords that forbade
Israeli construction anywhere during the interimperiod, |et alone in Jerusal em
Replying to M. Abbas's protest, M. Levi stated that Pal estinians shoul d | ower
their expectations. (JerusalemPost, 10 March)

42. On 10 March, the Governnent of |srael announced its decision to allow Jews
to use the Al Agsa Mbsque as a prayer site. The announcenent indicated that
Jews had never been prohibited fromprayers on the site. (The Jerusal em Tines,
14 Mar ch)

43. On 13 March, by an overwhelmng majority of 130 votes to 2, the Cenera
Assenbly passed a resolution calling upon Israel to reverse its decision to
build a Jewi sh settlenment at Har Homa. The United States, which was criticized
for blocking a simlar resolution in the Security Council on 7 March, joined
Israel in voting against the resolution which called upon Israel to refrain from
all actions or neasures, including settlenent activities, which altered the

final status negotiations and had negative inplications for the Mddl e East
peace process. The resolution referred to the Har Homa project as "new
settlenent activities in the Jabal Abu Ghneimarea in East Jerusaleni, calling
such activities illegal. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 14 March)

44. On 13 March, Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat opened a neeting
of the Pal estinian Legislative Council in Bethlehemw th an attack agai nst what
he described as a nonster known as settlenments which was eating up Pal estinian

| and and destroying the peace process. M. Arafat stated that the Har Honma
construction project and the further redeploynment of Israeli troops were only

2 of nmore than 70 issues that rermained to be resolved with Israel. He gave

M. Netanyahu no credit for things he had done, such as releasing all the wonen
prisoners, which, he stated, occurred only after 60 fights anong them Finally,
he stated that Israel was not paying its debts to the Pal estinian Authority.
(Jerusal em Post, 14 March)
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45. On 14 March, it was reported that the Governnment of I|srael had decided to
refrain fromclosing four Palestinian institutions in Jerusalemafter security
agents and | egal advisors convinced the Mnister of Internal Security,

Avi gdor Kahal ani, that the institutions did not represent Pal estinian Authority
interests. (The Jerusalem Tines, 14 March)

46. On 14 March, Israeli Prime Mnister Benjanm n Netanyahu was reported to have
decl ared at a press conference that construction would soon begin on Jabal Abu
Ghneim In a report on M. Netanyahu's housing plan for Arabs, The Jerusalem
Times pointed out that housing for Jews was based on well organi zed governnent -
funded plans while construction for Arabs depended on individual initiative and
private capital. The weekly newspaper also stated that a nunicipal report dated
1994 noted that space had been allotted in East Jerusalem for 15,210 housing
units. The Prine Mnister's plan provided for only 3,000 housing units for the
Pal estinians. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 14 March)

47. On 19 March, bulldozers and surveyors guarded by Israeli troops arrived to
start work on Jabal Abu Ghneim in spite of international condemation. G ound
| evel ling began the following day. The Israeli mlitary presence was heavy on
the site but no major showdown was reported during the first days of work. Al
Pal estinian towns and cities in the Wst Bank were declared closed mlitary
zones for Israelis. Jews were ordered to | eave Joseph's Tonmb in Nablus and
Rachel's Tomb in Bethlehem Troops were reinforced in the West Bank in
anticipation of clashes with the Pal estinians. Contacts between Pal estini an and
Israeli officials ceased after a failure to coordinate a neeting between
President Arafat and Prine Mnister Netanyahu. (The Jerusalem Tines, 21 March)

48. On 21 March, for the second time in two weeks, the United States cast its
veto in the Security Council in order to block a resolution that would have
called on Israel to halt construction at Har Homa in Jerusalem The United
States cautioned, however, that its veto should not be construed as support for
the project. The Council also issued a statenent expressing its "revul sion" at
the suicide bonbing in a Tel Aviv café. The Secretary-General of the United
Nat i ons condemmed t he bombi ng and appealed to the parties concerned not to all ow
odi ous acts of this nature to derail the peace process. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 23 March)

49. On 21 March, it was reported that the General Committee for Land Defence
had condemmed the decision of Israel to confiscate hundreds of dununms of |and
bel onging to the town of Anata in order to expand the Tal non settlement. Anata
lies just outside of Jerusalem on the north-east side of the city. Thousands
of dununs of |and had al ready been seized in February 1997 from Anata for the
benefit of the Maal eh Adumim settlenent. Additional |and was seized
subsequently for the paving of a new settler road. O the original 35,000
dununs of |and that belonged to Anata, only 1,300 dununms renai ned.

(The Jerusal em Ti mes, 21 March)

50. On 23 March, Palestinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat warned in

| sl amabad that the peace process was on the verge of collapse and issued a plea
to Islamic | eaders to rescue Jerusalemfromlsrael. In a 10-m nute speech,

M. Arafat accused Israel of reneging on the terns of the peace process and
warned that time was running out. He stated that "Very serious events and
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devel opnents concerning the peace process have led us alnost to a dead end that
t hreatens the whol e peace process and coul d underm ne the achi evements and hopes
rai sed by the process". (Jerusalem Post, 24 March)

51. On 27 NMarch, the Palestinian Legislative Council ended its nmeeting with a
call to suspend talks with Israel until all settlenment expansion activities were
halted. It also issued anbiguous calls for violent resistance to Israel's
policies. (Jerusalem Post, 28 March)

52. On 28 March, it was reported that considerable unrest prevailed in the West
Bank followi ng the decision of Israel to build the new settl enent of Har Homa on
Jabal Abu Ghneimin East Jerusalem Pal estinians were al so angered by the
decision of Israel to restrict the redeploynent of its troops in the Wst Bank
to at |least 2 per cent of area C. (The Jerusalem Tines, 28 March)

53. On 30 March, the Voice of Palestine reported that 460 Pal estini ans had been
i njured during 10 days of clashes with IDF troops in the territories. The
casualties suffered miinly fromtear gas inhalation and injuries caused by
rubber bullets. (Ha'aretz, 31 March)

54, On 4 April, it was reported that nunmerous Christian famlies fromthe

Bet hl ehem area had spent Easter Sunday on Jabal Abu Ghneimvisiting the
encanprent set up by | ocal Palestinians to protest against the decision of
Israel to turn the hill into a new settlenment. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 4 April)

55. On 3 April, Prine Mnister Benjam n Netanyahu reiterated that construction
at the Har Homa settlenent in Jerusal emwoul d proceed as planned, as woul d work
in other settlenents. M. Netanyahu, who accused Yasser Arafat of giving a
green light to "terrorism, warned that should acts of "terrorism not be

hal ted, Israel m ght consider what he described as other, non-diplomatic
alternatives. 1In a coment on M. Netanyahu's remarks, M. Arafat told Reuters
in Gaza that he opposed terrorism The problem he indicated, was how to push
forward the peace process, especially how to stop the Israeli breaching of the
agreenent, including the confiscation of Palestinian |and, the building on Abu

Gineimhill (Har Homa), the Judai zation of Jerusalemand the closure. During a
neeting with President Bill dinton on 7 April, Prime M nister Netanyahu
reaf firmed that building in settlenments, including Har Hona, would continue. In

anot her statenent nade before a Christian-Jew sh group, M. Netanyahu decl ared
that Israel would not nake certain gestures to the Pal estinians, such as opening
a saf e passage between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank or air and sea ports,

whi ch he clained would sinply unleash "terrorisn. (Ha'aretz, 4 April

Jerusalem Post, 4, 8 April)

56. On 4 April, it was reported that according to Israeli archaeol ogists, a
street which had been di scovered at a depth of six netres during the |aying down
of a sewage network in the Add Cty of Jerusalem was one of the streets that
led into the Tenple area during Ronman tinmes. The street was |ocated at a

di stance of 10 netres froma historic tunnel, known as the Hashnonean Tunnel
whose opening had triggered off the dramatic clashes of Septenber 1996. The
head of the Antiquities Departnment, Ceneral Amir Drori, had asked the Governnent
of Israel for perm ssion to excavate the area and to declare the excavations as
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one of the projects marking the 50th anniversary of the establishnent of the
State of Israel. (The JerusalemTinmes, 4 April)

57. On 5 April, Palestinian and Jordani an busi nessmen | aunched a canpaign to
establish a hol ding conpany with the ai mof buying up and devel opi ng Arab
property in Jerusalem The businessnen also stated that their intention was to
prevent Arab property fromfalling into Israeli hands. (The Jerusalem Tines,

4 April)

58. On 7 April, the Islam c Jihad announced that it would carry out nore
sui ci de attacks against Jew sh settlers in response to the construction of the
Har Homa settlement in south-eastern Jerusalem |In a |leaflet signed "Kassant,
the Islamic Jihad's mlitary wing, it warned that Zionist settlers, no matter
where in Palestinian | and they found thensel ves, would not be safe fromthe

I slam ¢ Ji had' s weapons and human bonbs. (Jerusalem Post, 8 April)

59. On 11 April, it was reported that after his neeting with the President of
the United States of Anerica, Bill Cinton, the Israeli Prinme Mnister,

Benj ami n Net anyahu, reiterated his CGovernment's decision to continue settl enent
activity. M. Netanyahu stated that construction work would continue in Har
Homa, in Jerusalemand in the West Bank. Pal estinians had expressed

di sappoi ntment at the failure of the United States Adminstration to bring about
a change in the Israeli settlenent policy. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 11 April)

60. On 11 April, it was reported that scores of Israeli tanks had been
stationed at the entrances to the major West Bank cities. Senior Israel
mlitary officers insisted that the tanks were positioned for deterrence

pur poses outside the area under the control of the Palestinian Authority. The
Israeli Prinme Mnister Benjam n Netanyahu was reported to have instructed his
Chi ef of General Staff, Lt.-Gen. Amon Shahak, to pull out old contingency plans
according to which the Israeli arny was prepared to storm areas when necessary.
(The Jerusalem Tines, 11 April)

61. On 13 April, the security forces continued to arrest nunerous Pal estini ans
on suspicion of involvenent in Hamas and the Islam c Jihad. The arrests were
made in the Tsurif village area, Hebron and other parts of the Wst Bank under
Israeli security control. A senior security source stated that 75 peopl e had
been arrested at that stage. According to the same source, a plan to carry out
an attack against a settlement had been discovered during the interrogation of
suspects. (Ha'aretz, 14 April)

62. On 15 April, Israel reinposed a full closure on the West Bank only a few
days after it had begun introducing neasures to ease its effects. A spokesnan
for the Israeli Arny stated that the 1,000 Pal estinian | abourers who worked in
Israeli settlements in the West Bank woul d al so not be given access to their

pl ace of work. The spokesnman expl ai ned that the nmeasures were taken by the

M ni ster of Defence, Yitzhak Myrdechai, to avert potential arnmed attacks agai nst
Israelis. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 April)

63. On 21 April, it was reported that, as part of a renewed canpaign to
strangle the mlitary wing of Hamas, the Cvil Adm nistration had resumed
i ntensive efforts to crack down on Hamas-supported nosques, charity commttees,

/...
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schools and health institutions. |Israel reportedly considered the Hamas soci al
wel fare structure as the foundation of the Hanas military wi ng, accusing it of
not only channelling funds to "terrorists" but also of helping to recruit
supporters. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 21 April)

64. On 23 April, the OC Sout hern Conmand, Ceneral Shlonpb Yana'i, signed an
order banning the transfer of rocks to the Gaza Strip for the construction of a
sea port. The order was reportedly issued as part of Israeli attenpts to

di srupt Palestinian efforts to expand by several hundred netres the quay of the
Gaza port and to set up an anchorage point there. (Ha' aretz, 24 April)

65. On 25 April, the Ceneral Assenbly, neeting in an emergency special session
passed a resolution condeming Israel for the Har Honma project and demandi ng
that it be halted inmrediately. The Assenbly al so recommended that the permanent
status agreenment on Jerusal eminclude internationally guaranteed provisions to
ensure the freedom of religion and of conscience of its inhabitants, and

unhi ndered access to the Holy places by the faithful of all religions. Foreign
M ni ster David Levy of Israel stated in response to the General Assenbly
decision that Israel utterly rejected the resolution which he descri bed as one-
sided, |acking any procedural or practical justification and even contrary to
the principles of the peace process. (Ha'aretz, 27 April)

66. On 25 April, it was reported that Israeli mlitary sources had announced
t he I aunchi ng of a canpai gn agai nst Hamas institutions in the West Bank. The
sources indicated that the arnmy was targeting sone 50 institutions, including
nmosques and charitable societies. (The Jerusalem Tines, 25 April)

67. On 29 April, the Israeli Mnister of Defence, Yitzhak Mrdechai, announced
the decision of Israel to lift the closure of the Wst Bank and Gaza Strip as of
30 April 1997. (The Jerusalem Tines, 2 May)

2. Incidents resulting fromthe occupation

68. The followi ng abbreviations of the names of newspapers are used in the
tables below H Ha'aretz; JP: JerusalemPost; JT: The Jerusalem Tines.
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(a) Palestinians killed by troops or Israeli civilians
Pl ace of
Dat e Nane and age resi dence Remar ks and source
15 January Nane not Sur Baher Shot dead after throw ng stones at
reported, 30 vill age pol i cemen during a chase in Sur
Jerusal em Baher village. (H JP
16 January)
6 February Yasser (Abdel) Tul karm Died in Ranmal |l ah hospital of
Hanshari or (or Ramallah) wounds sustained during gun
Al rani, 21 battl es between Pal estinian Police
and | DF soldiers after the opening
of the Hashrmonean Tunnel in
Sept enber 1996. (H, JP,
9 February; JT, 14 February)
25 February Abdul Aziz Ibn H zneh Shot by sol diers of the Duvdevan
Hal awi , 55 vil |l age undercover unit during clashes in
H zmeh village. (H 26 February;
JP, 27 February)
29 March Abdul | ah or Beit Sahur Student at Bir Zeit University.
Abdal  ah Halil wvillage Shot by IDF troops during riots
Sal ah, 20 or (Bir Zeit near Ramal |l ah. Was brought to
21, or ar ea) hospital with a gapi ng chest
Saj ar di yeh wound, reportedly caused by a live
bullet. (H JP, 30 March; also
referred to in JT, 4 April)
1 April Hi tam Kalil village Plainclothes Palestinian
Manssour, 20 (Nablus area) policeman. Injured in the eye by
live bullets during violent
cl ashes between |IDF troops and
Pal estinian residents near an |DF
roadbl ock west of Nablus. (H, JP,
2 April; also referred to in JT,
4 April)
1 April Karmel el Zaru, Hebron Shot by IDF soldiers in the head
18 chest and stonach after he had
i gnored an order to stop.
According to the police and | DF
he was involved in a break-in
attenpt in the industrial zone of
the Kiryat Arba settlenent.
(H JP, 2 April)
7 April Assem Rashad Hebr on Killed by a settler

Kamel Arafh
(age not
reported)

(JT, 11 April)
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Pl ace of
Dat e Nane and age resi dence Remar ks and source
8 April Nader Sa'id, Hebr on Struck in the eye by a rubber
24 bullet fired by a soldier at close
range after rioters threw stones
and firebonbs at IDF troops in
Hebron. According to Pal estinian
sources, he was a victimof random
shooting by a settler. (H JP,
9 April; JP, 10 April; also
referred to in JT, 4 April)
8 April Yakoub Faham Hebr on Student, injured in the head by
Jul ani, 15 rubber bullets during violent
cl ashes between |IDF troops and
Pal estinian residents in Hebron.
(H JP, 9 April; also referred to
in JT, 25 April)
8 April | ssam Arafi, Hebr on Shot in the chest by one or two
24 or 30 settlers who clainmed that he had
thrown acid or tear gas at them
Pal estinians clained that the
settlers opened fire without
provocation. (H JP, 9 April)
27 or | ssam Akabneh, Haras village Hi gh school student. Shot in the
28 April 18, or Abu (Hebron area) head by IDF gunfire during rioting
Anmiriyeh in Haras village near Hebron
(H JP, 29 April; also referred to
inJT, 2 My)
30 April Nane not Not reported Shot by border policemen who

reported, 30

opened fire at the car he was
travelling in after its driver
tried to run them down at a
Jerusal em roadbl ock. Died in
hospital. (H, JP, 1 May; also
referred to in JT, 2 May)
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(b) Gher Palestinians killed as a result of the occupation
Pl ace of
Dat e Nane and age resi dence Remar ks and source
20 January Lafi Rafe's Tubas village Killed when he stepped on a mne
Dar aghmeh, 14 (Jenin area) whi |l e grazing his sheep; the m ne
was left by IDF in a practice area
near his village. (JT,
24 January; H, 27 January)
21 March Moussa Tsurif Hamas sui ci de bonber. Blew
Rani mat, 28 vill age hinmself up in a crowded café in
(or Abdul (Hebron area) Tel Aviv. (JT, 21 March; H JP
Khader) 23 March)
23 March Mouhanmred Tsurif According to Pal estinian sources
Ahmed el Arar, village died of a heart attack after the
60 vehicle rushing himto hospita
was del ayed for half an hour at an
| DF roadbl ock outside Tsurif
village. The village had been
pl aced under curfew on 21 March
after a suicide bonb attack in
Tel Aviv carried out by one of its
residents. (H 24 Mrch)
1 April Ranouar Ahned Jabal i a I sl ami ¢ Ji had suici de bonber
el Shabr awi ref ugee canp Bl ew hinsel f up near the Netzarim
(age not (Gaza Strip) settl enent m nutes before a schoo
reported) bus carrying Jew sh children was
due to pass by. (H JP, 2 and
4 April; JP, 4 April)
1 April Ranmadan Jabalia I sl am ¢ Ji had suici de bonber
el Mad' un (age refugee canp Bl ew hi nsel f up near the Kfar
not reported) (Gaza Strip) Darom settl emrent, m nutes before a
school bus carrying Jew sh
children was due to pass by.
(H JP, 2 and 4 April; JP,
4 April)
(c) Oher incidents

69. On 1 January,

seriously,

t he casbah i n Hebron.

seven Pal estini ans were wounded,
when a 19-year-ol d I srael

one or two of them

sol dier opened fire at Arab civilians in
The soldier fired some 15 to 20 bull ets before being

westled to the ground and subdued by an | srael
casualties were rushed to the city's Aliya Hospita

officer and two soldiers. The

where crowds of furious
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Pal esti ni ans began throwi ng stones and burning tyres to protest against the
shooting. The victinms at the hospital tended to view the incident as a

conspi racy between the attacker and other soldiers. Four of those wounded
stated that they were hit by several soldiers while the relatives of the man who
sust ai ned the nost serious wounds stated that he had been shot at by soldiers
stationed on a roof. According to other eyew tnesses, soldiers had fired into
the air when the attack had begun. Large nunbers of |DF troops were di spatched
to Hebron i medi ately after the shooting and arnoured personnel carriers were
pl aced at strategic points around the city. During his interrogation, the
gunnman expressed no regrets for the shooting, stating that he wanted to nurder
many Arabs and damage the peace process. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 2 January)

70. On 2 January, the Samaria and Judea (West Bank) police arrested an
18-year-old Pal estinian on suspicion of throwi ng seven firebonbs at Jew sh and
IDF targets in Hebron. Two reserve soldiers were slightly wounded in one of the
attacks. The suspect was the second nman to be arrested in connection with a
wave of firebonbing incidents in Hebron over the previous two weeks.
(Jerusal em Post, 3 January)

71. On 9 January, 13 people were injured in an apparent "terrorist” attack when
two small inprovised bombs expl oded in garbage cans in the old Tel Aviv Centra
Bus Station. One Arab worker was held for questioning but it was uncl ear

whet her he was connected with the incident. The police and security forces did
not entirely rule out crimnal notives for the explosions. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem
Post, 10 January)

72. On 10 January, Islamc Jihad and Harmas | eaders vowed to carry out new
sui ci de bombings and mlitary attacks against Israel. The |eaders issued their
statenment while addressing a rally at the Yarnmouk refugee canp near Damascus to
commenorate the first anniversary of the killing of Yihye Ayyash, the Hamas bonb
maker. Anot her anniversary denonstration was held at Nablus. Estimtes of the
nunber of persons in the crowd were high, indicating that not only Hamas
supporters took part. According to the Associated Press, some 15, 000 persons
participated in the denonstration at a Nablus sports stadium w th a huge

pi cture of Ayyash as a backdrop. On 11 January, students at Bir Zeit University
burned a replica of a No. 18 Egged conpany bus to mark the anniversary of the
killing. Ayyash, known as the Engineer, was killed in the Gaza Strip by an
explosive planted in a cellular phone. Hamas blanmed Israel for his killing.

Two No. 18 buses were bl own up in Jerusalemas part of Hamas's campai gn of
retribution for his death. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 12 January)

73. On 15 January, a 30-year-old Pal estinian man was shot dead by police during
a chase (see para. 68 above, table (a)). The incident occurred when policenen
on a routine patrol in the Arnon Hanatziv settl ement ordered a suspicious car to
stop. Its two mal e passengers ignored the order and headed for Sur Baher where
they got out of the car. One of the nmen began throwi ng stones at the police who
responded by shooting him The other man managed to escape. (Ha' aretz,
Jerusal em Post, 16 January)

74. On 17 January, scuffles between Pal estinian protesters and Israeli soldiers
were reported when Israeli forces intervened to evacuate the Jahalin Bedouin
near Jerusalem A 20-year-old Pal estinian, Sulaimn Rahil, was seriously



A/ 52/ 131/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 22

injured and taken to hospital. Three local residents were arrested. (The
Jerusal em Ti mes, 17 January)

75. On 18 January, the w ndows of six Egged conmpany buses were smashed during
several stone-throw ng incidents involving Arab youths in the dd Cty of
Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, 19 January)

76. On 19 January, a l4-year-old Palestinian girl tried to stab a policeman in
the back on the Tenple Munt. She tried to flee after mssing himbut the
policeman ran after her and caught her. He sustained a slight stab wound in the
hand when he di sarned her. (Jerusalem Post, 20 January)

77. On 22 January, |DF troops caught an Arab who attenpted to enter Israe

cl andestinely by hiding in the baggage conpartnent of a bus transporting

Pal estinian policenen fromthe Wst Bank to the Gaza Strip. The infiltrator and
the bus driver were handed over to the Israeli police for interrogation.
(Jerusal em Post, 23 January)

78. On 24 January, it was reported that a 14-year-old Pal estinian boy (see
para. 68 above, table (b)) was killed when he stepped on an Israeli mne while
grazing his sheep in Tubas village. A statenent issued by the Al -Haq human
rights organi zation stated that it had repeatedly demanded that |srael clear the
debris and weapons |eft behind after arnmy manoeuvres. (The Jerusalem Tines,

24 January)

79. On 27 January, it was reported that a 14-year-old Pal estinian boy had been
killed (see table (b) above) by an explosion of amunition left by IDF troops in
a firing range in the Wst Bank. The boy, from Tubas village in the Jenin area,
was killed while herding his goats in Wadi Al -Mal ah. According to the
residents, the explosion occurred in an unfenced area belonging to the boy's
famly. The head of the Tubas Local Council, Diab Abu Hazran, charged that

t housands of dununms of |and bel onging to Tubas and to nearby villages had been
declared a closed nmilitary zone. M. Hazran conpl ained that over the previous
years, |DF had been carrying out mlitary exercises on cultivated Pal estinian
land and in the vicinity of inhabited areas. He charged further that the arny
did not carry out its exercises on one fixed site, which would all ow residents
to stay away, and did not clear away the ammunition after exercising. According
to a statenent rel eased by the Physicians for Human Ri ghts Associ ation, the

Pal estinian boy was the 24th victimto be killed over the previous eight years
as a result of the explosion of ammunition left by IDF in practice areas in the
West Bank. The statenent cited a report by the B tsel em human rights

organi zation, according to which 88 Pal estinians had been injured in 60 separate
i nci dents by expl osi ons of abandoned anmmunition since 1988, 64 of whom were
children 16 years of age or less. (Ha'aretz, 27 January)

80. On 6 February, a border policeman shot and slightly injured an Arab youth
in Jerusalems Add Cty. The incident occurred when a border policenman arrested
an Arab youth for throwi ng stones at an Egged conpany bus near the Damascus
Gate. The youth responded by attacking the policeman who fired and injured him
inthe leg. 1In another devel opnent, a Pal estinian university student died (see
table (a) above) of wounds he had sustained during gun battles between the

Pal estinian police and IDF soldiers in Septenber 1996. H s death raised to 61

l...
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t he nunber of Palestinians killed in the confrontations that had erupted after
| srael opened an exit to the Western Wall Tunnel. Palestinians killed 15
Israelis during the clashes. (Ha'aretz, 9 February; Jerusalem Post, 7 and

9 February)

81. On 6 February, a Palestinian youth died of wounds sustai ned during cl ashes
bet ween the Pal estinians and Israelis sparked by the opening of a tunne
parallel to the Al Agsa Mosque in Jerusalemin Septenber 1996 (see para. 68
above, table (a)). The youth died in an intensive care unit where he had been
since the previous Septenber. (The Jerusalem Tines, 14 February)

82. On 7 February, an incident involving the throwi ng of stones at an |DF
roadbl ock took place near the Glo settlenent. Two suspects were arrested in
connection with the incident, which occurred when thousands of Pal estinians from
t he West Bank were being prevented fromentering Jerusalemto take part in the
prayers of the |last Friday of Ramadan on the grounds that they did not have the
necessary permts. (Ha'aretz, 9 February)

83. On 16 February, an Israeli Arab suffered serious head injuries when his
car, which had yellow license plates, was stoned on the Hal houl bypass road.
(Jerusal em Post, 17 February)

84. On 25 February, soldiers fromthe Duvdevan undercover unit killed one

Pal estinian (see para. 68 above, table (a)) and injured three others in H zmeh
village north of Jerusalem The incident occurred at a tine when tension in the
territories was running high over Israel's plan to build a Jewi sh settlenent in
Har Homa, in East Jerusalem According to initial Israeli reports, three
Duvdevan sol di ers di sguised as Arabs arrived in H zme, |ocated about a kilonetre
north of the Pisgat Ze'ev settlement, as part of a training exercise. The
soldiers, two trainees and an instructor, were supposed to scout the village
fromthe roof of a building, when the building ower noticed their presence. He
t hought that they were settlers and began shouting, attracting a crowd that
started to throw stones and other objects at the soldiers who responded with
gunfire, causing the death of a 55-year-old Palestinian, Ibn Halawi. The
villagers, however, had another version of the incident, claimng that Hal aw
was killed defending his son-in-law. They stated that he was beaten, pinned to
the ground and shot. OC Central Conmand Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan voiced his support
for the elite Duvdevan unit whose soldiers were involved in the incident. He
def ended the soldiers, stating that they were attacked in a nanner that posed
danger to their lives and had no choice but to open fire. An Israeli

i nvestigation of the incident was reportedly under way. (Ha' aretz, 26 February;
Jerusal em Post, 27 February)

85. On 26 February, hundreds of Palestinians attended the funeral of a

Pal esti ni an man who was killed on 25 February during an undercover operation by
I sraeli soldiers disguised as Arabs in Hi znmeh village. During the funeral,

| ocal youths clashed with security forces and threw stones at them Security
forces fired tear gas in response. (Jerusalem Post, 27 February)

86. On 6 March, a 51-year-old Jew sh resident of Jerusal em was noderately
wounded when he was stabbed by a Pal estinian youth while sitting on a park bench
behind the King David Hotel. Police made no arrests. They were unable to
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determ ne whether the notive was nationalistic or crimnal. |n another

incident, an Israeli taxi driver was stabbed by two Arab passengers that he had
pi cked up near Hebron. Two incidents involving shooting at |IDF patrols occurred
in the Jenin area for the fourth time during the week; no harmor injuries were
reported. A border policeman was slightly injured by a stone thrown at himin
the Hebron area. Oher incidents involving the throwing of stones at five |IDF

patrol s took place on the Ranmall ah bypass road. In the Gaza Strip, a
Pal estinian officer punched an Israeli officer during a joint Israeli-
Pal estinian patrol. The incident occurred when the patrol detected a stone-

throwi ng youth near the Kfar Darom settlenment. The youth was caught after being
chased by Pal estinian and Israeli policenmen. Wen the Israeli officer wanted to
transfer the youth for interrogation in Israel, however, the Palestinian officer
refused to allowit. The ensuing argunent between the two soon degenerated into
a violent confrontation. (Ha'aretz, 7 and 11 March; Jerusal em Post, 7 March)

87. On 6 March, several villagers from Kufr Qaddoum were wounded in
confrontations with settlers from Q@um m During the clashes, the settlers used
firearns and rubber bullets. The villagers struck back with stones. One
settler was wounded. Several Pal estinians were arrested by |IDF which took
control of the area. (The Jerusalem Tines, 14 March)

88. On 10 March, 20 Pal estinians were wounded and hospitalized when cl ashes
occurred between residents and |IDF soldiers protecting bull dozers that were
levelling land in Hebron. (The Jerusalem Tines, 14 March)

89. On 11 March, an IDF soldier was stabbed 20 tines in the head, stomach and
neck by two masked "terrorists" while guarding the entrance to the Teneh Orari m
settl enent on southern Mount Hebron. The attackers fled with the soldier's
weapon. | DF troops arrested four suspects in the nearby Dahariya vill age, but
all were released after questioning. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 12 March)

90. On 13 March, an Israeli woman was slightly wounded during a stone-throw ng
i nci dent near the Maal eh Levonah settlenment on the outskirts of Ramallah. An
Israeli man was injured during a stone-throw ng incident near the Mtzpeh
Yericho settlenent. (Ha'aretz, 14 March)

91. On 15 March, masked Pal estini ans burned an Anerican flag during
denonstrations in Nablus against plans of the Governnent of Israel to construct
a Jewi sh settlenent at Har Homa. An alliance of eight Mislimgroups, including
the Islam c Jihad and Hamas, called on Palestinians to escal ate attacks agai nst
Israel in order to block the construction. (Jerusalem Post, 16 March)

92. On 17 March, a Palestinian drove a taxi through a stop sign at the Netzarim
junction in the Gaza Strip and slanmed into an IDF jeep, injuring four soldiers.
The arny undertook an investigation to determ ne whether the crash was a sinple
traffic accident or a deliberate attack. In another incident, a border
policeman was slightly injured when Pal estinians threw stones at sol diers and
border policenen on patrol in Beit Ummar, near Hebron. (Jerusal em Post,

18 March)

93. On 20 March, violent clashes broke out between |IDF sol diers and hundreds of
Pal esti ni ans who were protesting agai nst the Har Homa housing project. The
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cl ashes occurred at Rachel's Tonb when Pal estinians started throw ng stones and
i ncendi ary bottles at |IDF soldiers who responded with water cannons, tear gas
and rubber bullets. According to Pal estinian sources, 20 denobnstrators were
injured by tear gas inhalation and 2 by rubber bullets. 1In the Beit Ummrar
village south of Bethlehem dozens of residents threw stones at soldiers and

pl aced rocks at the entrance to the village. One border policeman was injured
by a stone. Stones were also thrown at tourist buses in Bethlehem without
causing any injuries. Two border policemen were injured in another stone-
throwing incident in Hebron. In another devel opment, six Hai Vekayam activists
were arrested and taken for questioning after they had tried to force their way
onto the Tenple Munt to pray there. One of those arrested, the son of the

Hai Vekayam founder, stated that the group had recently decided to step up their
efforts to pray on the Tenple Munt. (Jerusalem Post, 21 March)

94. On 21 March, a suicide bonber detonated a three-kil ogram TNT bonb packed
with nails and pieces of netal in a crowmded café in Tel Aviv, killing hinself
(see para. 68 above, table (b)), 3 Israeli wonmen and injuring up to 61 persons.
In a tel ephone call to Israeli television channel 1, Hamas cl ai med
responsibility for the blast. GSS chief Arm Ayal on net with Pal estinian
Authority security heads and demanded that they i mediately rearrest sone 150
security prisoners who had been rel eased by the Pal estinian Authority during the
previous two weeks. Internal Security Mnister Avigdor Kahalani visited the
scene of the explosion and attacked Pal estinian Authority Chairnman Yasser Arafat
for giving a green light to "terror" organizations and failing to prevent
attacks. M. Kahalani reaffirmed, however, that the Har Honma buil di ng project
woul d continue. "We will not stop building in Jerusal em nor anywhere el se and
will certainly not surrender to terrorists and their threats. It is known that
the Pal estinians want to drive us into the sea and out of the country. W will
not be driven into the sea", he stated. Palestinian officials condemed the
attack but blaned Prinme M nister Benjam n Netanyahu for creating the conditions
conducive to it. They also dism ssed charges that M. Arafat had gi ven Hamas a
green light to act. Nunerous cl ashes between Pal estinian residents and | DF
troops were reported throughout the territories. Sonme 200 Pal estini ans were
slightly injured by tear gas inhalation and rubber bullets during clashes with
IDF troops in Hebron. The Alya Hospital in Hebron reported treating 18

Pal esti ni ans who had been injured by IDF bullets, 3 of whomwere |isted as being
in noderate to serious condition. Eight incendiary bottles were thrown at |DF
soldiers and settlers during the clashes, in which up to 12 |IDF soldiers and
border policenmen as well as an Israeli boy were slightly injured. Arnoured
personnel carriers were dispatched by IDF to Hebron. Oher clashes between

Pal estinians and | DF troops occurred in the Aida refugee canp. An Israeli girl
was injured by glass splinters when the car she was travelling in was hit by a
stone near Ramallah. A policeman was injured by a stone in the El Arroub
refugee canp near Hebron. Another incident involving the throwi ng of stones at
a busl oad of children fromthe Jordan Valley settlenent of Naamah occurred in
Qudja; no injuries were reported. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 23 March)

95. On 21 March, a lone suicide bonmber entered a Tel Aviv coffee shop and bl ew
hinsel f up, killing 3 Israeli women and woundi ng 46 ot her persons (see para. 68
above, table (b)). (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 28 March)
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96. On 22 WMarch, violent clashes broke out between |IDF soldiers and

Pal estinians in Hebron. The Pal estinians threw stones and i ncendiary bottles at
the sol diers who responded with tear gas and live bullets. The Alya Hospital in
Hebron reported treating 92 people wounded in the clashes, including 10 in
serious condition. It was stated by IDF that soldiers had fired a nunber of
live bullets when their lives were in danger. In another incident, soldiers
shot and wounded two Pal estinians at the Gl o checkpoint south of Jerusal em
after one of themhad attenpted to enter Israel with a forged Israeli identity
card. According to the |IDF spokesman, soldiers first fired in the air but when
the man did not stop and junped into a waiting car, they fired at the vehicle,
woundi ng the nman and another man inside. A third nan who was in the car fled
towards Bethl ehem (Ha'aretz, 23 and 24 March; Jerusal em Post, 23 March)

97. On 23 March, a 60-year-old Palestinian resident of Tsurif village in the
Hebron district died of a heart attack (see para. 68 above, table (b)) after the
vehicle taking himto hospital was del ayed at an | DF roadbl ock. Five incendiary
bottles were thrown at I DF troops in Hebron, Bethlehem and Rafah without causing
any injuries. Nunerous incidents involving the throwi ng of stones at border
police and I DF troops were reported in the Hebron area. Five incidents in which
stones were thrown at Israeli vehicles and border police patrols occurred near
Beit Hadassah in Hebron where hundreds of students staged a denpbnstration in
protest against the closure and the Har Homa construction project. Dozens of
youths threw stones at |DF soldiers but were eventually di spersed by the

Pal estinian police. Two border policenen and two Israeli citizens were slightly
injured by stones during the clashes. R ots also broke out in Bethlehem wth
stone-throwi ng incidents reported at Rachel's Tonb. [In another incident, an
Israeli citizen was slightly injured by stones thrown at his vehicle in the
vicinity of the Harbata village near Ranmallah. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

24 March)

98. On 24 March, hundreds of Pal estinians clashed with |IDF soldiers at Rachel's
Tonmb in Bethl ehem during denonstrati ons agai nst the construction of the Har Homa
settlenent in East Jerusalem Sone 30 Pal estinians were injured by rubber

bull ets and tear gas inhalation. Three Israeli border policenmen were slightly
injured during the clashes. 1In Hebron, scores of Pal estinians threw rocks and
stones at Beit Hadassah. |DF troops reportedly did not intervene and waited for
the Pal estinian police to disperse the rioters. Two incendiary bottles were
thrown at IDF troops in the Rafah area in the Gaza Strip w thout causing any
injuries. In another incident, two Pal estinian residents of Rafah were wounded,
one slightly and the other noderately to seriously, by IDF gunshots. It was
stated by IDF that soldiers had opened fire at a roadbl ock near the Rafiah Yam
settlenent after the Pal estinians had ignored an order to stop. [|n another

devel opnent, a senior security source reported that GSS had recently arrested
dozens of Hamas activists, npost of whomwere residents of villages |ocated in
area B. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 25 March)

99. On 25 March, fierce clashes between Pal estinians and | DF troops broke out
i n Bet hl ehem Hebron and other parts of the West Bank. |In Bethlehem during
cl ashes between | DF troops and hundreds of Pal estinians near Rachel's Tonb, 30
Pal estinians were injured by rubber bullets while sone 100 others, including
several Palestinian policenen, suffered fromtear gas inhalation and needed
medi cal treatnent. Three of the casualties were injured in the head and were

/...
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listed as being in nmoderate condition. The renai nder sustained slight injuries.
One border policeman and an I DF soldier were slightly injured during the clashes
t hat erupted when hundreds of students from Bethl ehem University started
throwi ng stones and bottles at | DF troops posted near Rachel's Tomb. An Israel
driver was slightly injured after his car was stoned in the vicinity of Hussan
village near Bethlehem In Hebron, scores of Palestinians threw stones at |DF
troops who responded by firing rubber bullets into the crowd. Q her
confrontations between | DF troops and Pal estinian protesters occurred outside
the Beit Sahur and El Khader villages where dozens of youths threw stones at |DF
sol di ers who responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. In another incident,
an Israeli citizen was slightly injured by stones near the Hussan village. A
firebonb was thrown at | DF troops on the Hal houl bypass road w thout causing any
harmor injuries. A border police patrol arrested three Pal estinian youths who
threw stones at cars near the A-Ramjunction in northern Jerusalemfor the
second consecutive day. No injuries or danmage were reported. Jerusalem police
al so apprehended three other Pal estinian youths who threw stones near the
Western Wall. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 26 March)

100. On 26 March, dozens of Palestinian protesters were injured, nostly
slightly, during clashes with IDF troops in the Wst Bank. 1In Bethlehem
hundreds of students staged a denmpnstrati on against the Har Homa housi ng
project. Dozens of protesters threw stones at |IDF soldiers who responded with
rubber bullets. In another incident, hundreds of students fromBir Zeit
University tried to stormlsraeli checkpoints outside Ramallah. Sonme 20
denonstrators were slightly injured by tear gas while some 30 others suffered
fromtear gas inhalation. |In Beit Ummar village (Hebron area), under curfew for
t he seventh consecutive day, dozens of Pal estinian youths threw stones at |DF
sol di ers who responded by firing both live and rubber bullets. A 16-year-old
Pal estinian youth was noderately to seriously wounded in the neck by rubber and
lead bullets. A 19-year-old Pal estinian was noderately injured in the head by a
rubber bullet. A foreign tourist was wounded when stones were thrown at a
tourist bus near El-Jib, outside Ramallah. In another incident in the Ramallah
area, a fire bonb was thrown at an | DF jeep w thout causing any harm or
injuries. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 27 March)

101. On 26 March, hundreds of Pal estinian students clashed with Israeli soldiers
in the towns of Bethel ehem Hebron and Ramal | ah. Pal estinian medi cal sources
reported that nore than 250 Pal estinians were hospitalized for gunshot wounds
and gas asphyxiation during the nost recent wave of clashes in the Wst Bank
(The Jerusal em Ti mes, 28 March)

102. On 27 March, there were reports of an increase in the nunber of incidents
i nvol ving the throwi ng of stones at cars in Judea and Samaria (Wst Bank):
stones were thrown in the areas of Harbata (|l ocated near the Mtityahu and

Modi en settl enents), Ein Yabrud (near the Ora settlenment), and H znmeh (between
the Pisgat Zeev settlenent and the Ramal | ah bypass road). A settler fromEfrat
was slightly injured during one of the stone-throw ng incidents. [In another
devel opnent, several hundreds of Pal estinian students fromBir Zeit University
staged denonstrations on the southern outskirts of Ramallah that |asted severa
hours. The students, who tried to block the access road to settlements |ocated
south of the city, set tires, an old truck and garbage containers on fire and
threw stones at |DF soldiers who resorted nainly to the use of tear gas in order

/...
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to disperse them Several youths were slightly injured by tear gas inhal ation
and were rushed to hospital for treatnment. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 28 March)

103. On 28 March, violent clashes between Pal estinian protesters and |DF
soldiers erupted in Hebron. The protesters threw stones and firebonbs at the
sol di ers who responded with tear gas and rubber bullets, injuring 25

Pal esti ni ans, including menbers of the Pal estinian security personnel. A 19-
year-ol d Pal estinian was injured by rubber bullets fired at the chest and the
stomach. An Israeli border police officer was slightly injured by a stone. 1In

anot her incident, Jew sh worshi ppers were evacuated fromthe Western Wall after
stones were thrown at border policemen on the Tenple Munt. A worman settler
fromKiryat Arba was slightly injured when her front w ndscreen was smashed by
stones near the El Aroub refugee canp. 1In was reported further that severa
dozens of Hamas and |slam c Jihad activists had been arrested recently by the
security forces on suspicion of involvenent in "terrorist" activities.
(Ha'aretz, 28 and 30 March, Jerusal em Post, 30 March)

104. On 29 March, a Palestinian student was shot dead (see para. 68 above,

table (a)) and another critically wounded by IDF troops during riots at the Arak
checkpoi nt near Ramall ah. The student was the first fatality in clashes between
| DF troops and Pal estinians since the begi nning of protests against the
construction at Har Homa. The victimwas buried during a funeral attended by
some 5,000 nourners in Beit Sahur, a town popul ated nostly by Christians and

whi ch was the focus of recent protests against Har Homa which lies at its
outskirts. In Bethlehem students threw stones and firebonbs at |IDF troops and
burned an effigy of Prime Mnister Benjanm n Netanyahu. Up to 10 Pal estini ans
were slightly wounded by tear gas inhalation or rubber bullets. Twelve

incendi ary bottles were reportedly thrown at IDF troops in the Hebron area on 28
and 29 March. Two border policenen were slightly wounded by stones in the

Kal andi a refugee canp. A shock grenade was thrown at a Jew sh resident of the
French Hi Il settlenment in Jerusalem The grenade expl oded but did not cause any
injuries. An Egged conpany bus was stoned near the Shu' fat refugee canmp (West
Bank). Two wi ndows were smashed, slightly injuring two passengers. Stones were
al so thrown at anot her Egged conpany bus near the Neve Yaacov settlenent w thout
causing any injuries. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 30 March)

105. On 30 March, large nunbers of Pal estinian police prevented thousands of
protesters in Nablus and hundreds of others in Ranmall ah from approaching | DF
checkpoi nts which had closed in the towns. The Pal estinian police also
prevented denonstrators from approachi ng Joseph's Tonb where Israeli soldiers
were stationed permanently. Dozens of youths who nanaged to reach the

roadbl ocks on the outskirts of Nablus and villages in the Jenin and Nabl us areas
clashed with I DF soldiers, and threw stones and enpty bottles at them Three

| DF helicopters hovered above Nabl us and sone 40 tanks were deployed on its
outskirts, with senior arnmy officials warning that |IDF would enter the town in
the event of riots near Joseph's Tonmb. Oher clashes broke out in Hebron and
Bet hl enem fol |l owing the burial of a Palestinian student who was killed by |IDF
gunfire on 29 March. In Jenin, hundreds of Pal estinian denonstrators set out
towards an | DF checkpoint |ocated on the Jenin-Megi ddo road and threw stones at
the sol diers who responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. Twenty

Pal estinians were injured by rubber bullets, while one was seriously injured in
the head by a riot grenade. Qher violent confrontations erupted in the
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vill ages of Yamun, Araba and Silat el Harithiya (Jenin area). One casualty was
brought to Jenin Hospital in a serious condition. R ots also spread to East
Jerusalem In the Shu' fat refugee canp, youths threw stones at the security
forces. Border policenen responded with rubber bullets, slightly injuring three
persons. |n other nei ghbourhoods in East Jerusal em youths bl ocked roads wth
burning tires and garbage containers. Palestinian sources reported that 50
persons were injured by rubber bullets and tear gas. An incendiary bottle was
thrown at an IDF jeep near the Jal azone refugee canp (Ranal |l ah area), without
causing any harmor injuries. Three other incendiary bottles were thrown at |DF
vehicles in the Hebron area, also without causing injuries. An |IDF soldier was
slightly injured during a stone-throwing incident in the Nablus area. An
Israeli woman was also slightly injured when stones were thrown at the bus in
whi ch she was travelling. |n another devel opnent, several rallies and marches
took place in Gaza to nark Land Day and to protest against Israel's settlenent
policy. (Ha' aretz, 31 March)

106. On 31 March, 17 Pal estinian denonstrators were injured, one of them
noderately and the remainder slightly, by rubber bullets fired during cl ashes
with IDF soldiers in the Jenin area. The clashes began when hundreds of youths
gat hered on the Jeni n- Megi ddo road south of the G nat settlenent and threw
stones and an incendiary bottle at |IDF soldiers who then used shock grenades,
rubber bullets and gravel to disperse them The Jenin Governor stated that the
mai n reason for the clashes was the increasing presence of IDF in the area.
(Ha'aretz, 1 April)

107. On 1 April, two Pal estinian suicide bonbers wearing uniforns of the

Pal estinian police blew thensel ves up (see para. 68 above, table (b)) mnutes
apart in the Gaza Strip. The first explosion occurred at 7 a.m at the Netzarim
junction, a few hundred metres away fromthe Netzarimsettl enent where a schoo
bus carrying about 20 children was about to depart. Sone 15 minutes later, a
second suici de bonber bl ew hinself up outside the Kfar Darom settl enent, again
just before a school bus was about to pass. The bonb expl oded, apparently
prematurely, as an Arab taxi passed by. Eight Palestinians were injured in both
bormbi ngs. The Islamic Jihad took responsibility for the botched suicide

bonbi ngs and announced its intention to carry out further suicide bonbings in
Israel. 1In another incident in the Wst Bank, a Pal estinian policeman was shot
dead (see para. 68 above, table (a)) by IDF soldiers during clashes in Nablus.
The cl ashes erupted when some 1,000 Pal estinian denonstrators broke past a

Pal estini an police roadbl ock and marched towards |IDF soldiers in Israeli-
controlled territory. The denponstrators began to throw stones, petrol bonbs and
cenent bl ocks at the soldiers who responded with rubber bullets, tear gas and
stun grenades. A mlitary source reported that sone troops fired |live warning
shots in the air. One of the bullets apparently hit and killed the Pal estini an

policeman. Violent clashes erupted again in Nablus after the killing, with IDF
di spatching | arge nunbers of troops to the area and placing a nunber of tanks on
standby. In Hebron, a Palestinian was shot dead (see para. 68 above, table (a))

by IDF soldiers after he had ignored an order to stop. The victimwas all egedly
part of a group of thieves fleeing fromlsraeli police after being spotted
trying to break into a warehouse in the Kiryat Arba settlenent. (Ha' aretz, 2
and 4 April; Jerusalem Post, 2 April)
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108. On 2 April, an IDF officer and sonme 12 soldiers were noderately to slightly

injured after a firebonb shattered the wi ndshield of their vehicle which then
ran off the road and overturned near the Jal azone refugee canp in the Wst Bank
An |sraeli baby girl was slightly injured by a stone thrown at her famly's
vehi cl e near Bethlehem An Israeli woman was slightly wounded by stones thrown
at her vehicle near the Turnus Aiya village in the Ramal | ah area. A passenger
was slightly injured when stones were thrown at an Egged conpany bus in the
vicinity of the French H Il junction in Jerusalem |In Nablus, a crowm of about
1, 000 denonstrators surged towards the Israeli-controlled area south of the town
after the funeral of a Palestinian policeman who had been killed during clashes
with IDF troops the day before. A large nunber of troops, backed by tanks and
arnoured personnel carriers, were dispatched to the site to deter the rioters.
O her disturbances and stone-throwi ng incidents took place in the Hebron area.
(Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 3 April)

109. On 3 April, 30 Arab schoolchildren were arrested for throw ng stones and
causi ng damage in East Talpiot. Police stated that the children, fromthe Arab
vill age of Jebl Mikhaber opposite East Tal piot, had confessed to the acts which
had resulted in danage to the houses and cars of Jew sh residents. The parents
of the children had to pay NIS 500 bail for the release of each child. In

anot her devel opnent, the security forces arrested seven Pal estinians fromthe
Jal azone refugee canp (West Bank) on suspicion of throwing an incendiary bottle
at an IDF vehicle on 2 April. Several violent incidents were reported in the
territories, with mlitary sources stating that the incidents were rem ni scent
of those that had occurred during the intifadah. Two incendiary bottles had
been thrown at mlitary vehicles in the vicinity of El Fawar village in the
Hebron district. No harmor injuries were reported. Dozens of Pal estinians had
thrown stones at |DF troops near Rachel's Tonmb, who had used tear gas to

di sperse the stone-throwers. An Israeli citizen had been slightly injured when
his vehicle overturned after stones had been thrown at it on the Hal houl bypass
road. Three other stone-throwing incidents took place near the Erez checkpoi nt
inthe Gaza Strip and in the Kissufimarea. No harmor injuries were caused in
either incident. (Ha' aretz, JerusalemPost, 4 April)

110. On 4 April, 17 Palestinians were slightly injured by rubber bullets fired
by IDF while three Israeli border policemen were slightly injured by stones
during clashes between |IDF troops and Pal estinians in Hebron. Oher clashes
erupted on the Jeni n- Megi ddo road where dozens of youths threw stones at |DF
patrol s which responded with rubber bullets and tear gas, slightly injuring one
Pal estinian. |n another incident, scores of Palestinians cut electricity cables
and sawed and burned sone 30 electricity poles surrounding the Eli settlenent.
According to the settlers, IDF troops had arrived on the scene an hour |later and
di spersed the Pal estinians but had nade no arrests. A Pal estinian undergoing a
routine check at a roadblock in the vicinity of the Ganimsettl enent near Jenin
attacked an IDF soldier and tried to grab his weapon. He was quickly

over powered by the soldiers and was slightly wounded. A nunber of firebonbs
were thrown at Israeli vehicles in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, wthout
causing any injuries or damage. The driver of the Mnister of Industry and
Trade was slightly injured when his vehicle was stoned near Beit Ummar. The
driver apparently lost control of the vehicle, which then overturned. The

M nister was not in the vehicle at the tine. In the dd Gty of Jerusalem
several dozen youths threw stones at policenen at the end of prayers on Tenple

/...
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Mount. No injuries were reported. In another devel opnent, it was reported that
GSS had arrested nine nenbers of the |zzadi m Kassamin the Hebron area. The
nine nmen were reportedly planning a "terrorist” attack in the centre of |srael
Large anounts of explosives and ot her bonb-nmaking nmaterial were found in their
possession. (Ha' aretz, JerusalemPost, 6 April)

111. On 4 April, it was reported that five Pal estinians, two of whom were
sui ci de bonmbers fromthe Gaza Strip, had been killed during the previous week
(see para. 68 above, tables (a) and (b)). Over 500 Pal estinians were wounded in
clashes with Israeli soldiers in the West Bank. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 8 April)

112. On 5 April, stone-throwi ng incidents occurred in the Tekoa settlenment, with
IDF troops firing rubber bullets to disperse the stone-throwers. (Jerusalem
Post, 6 April)

113. On 7 April, the car of the Director-Ceneral of the Prime Mnister's Ofice,
Avi gdor Liberman, was stoned near the Arab village of Zataria in Samaria
(northern West Bank). M. Liberman and his driver were not injured but the car
was slightly damaged. |In other incidents, two passengers suffered slight
injuries when two Israeli buses were stoned near the Damascus Gate in the Ad
City of Jerusalem A driver was slightly injured by broken gl ass when his car
was stoned as he exited the tunnel road near the Glo settlenent in Jerusal em
In the Khan Younis area, Palestinian youths threw three incendiary bottles at an
| DF outpost. The bottles exploded w thout causing any harmor injuries. An
Egged conpany bus was stoned near Ranallah. Two other incidents involving the
throwi ng of stones at |IDF troops were reported in Hebron. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 8 April)

114. On 7 April, an Israeli settler shot and killed a Pal estinian youth in
Hebron. Inmedi ately afterwards, Mhanmed Abu Khorshaq, 58, was run over by a car
bel onging to a settler. 1In a separate incident, a settler fired at and

seriously wounded a Pal estinian youth for no apparent reason near the town of
Kharbatha in the central part of the West Bank. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 11 April)

115. On 8 April, 2 Palestinians were killed (see para. 68 above, table (a)), 7
others were noderately injured and nore than 100 were slightly injured by rubber
bull ets and tear gas inhalation during violent clashes with IDF troops in
Hebron. Five Israeli soldiers and border policemen were also injured during the
confrontati ons which had begun when a Pal estinian was shot and killed (see al so
para. 68, table (a)) by one or two settlers near the Cave of the Patriarchs
(I'brahim Msque). The settlers clainmed that the Pal estinian had thrown acid or
tear gas at them Pal estinian eyew tnesses clai ned, however, that the shooting
was carried out with no provocation. One eyewitness stated that the victimhad
been shoved and pushed to the ground by one of the settlers. He was then shot
froma distance of one metre by the other settler while the first settler began
firing inthe air with an UZl submachi ne gun. Thousands of Pal estini ans
attended the victims funeral, shouting pro-Hamas slogans and calling for the
expul sion of settlers fromHebron. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 9 April)

116. On 8 April, three Palestinians were killed in cold bl ood when an Israel
settler began to fire at randomat the residents of the city of Hebron (see
para. 68 above, table (a)). (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 11 April)
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117. On 9 April, 32 Palestinians were wounded by rubber bullets and tear gas

during clashes with IDF troops in Hebron. The confrontations were sparked off
by the funeral of one of the three Pal estinians who had been killed in clashes
with soldiers and settlers in the town on 8 April. Sone four border policenen
were slightly injured by stones. |In another incident in the vicinity of Beit
Ummar village, an incendiary bottle was thrown at an Israeli vehicle, setting it
on fire. The passengers nmanaged to escape unharned. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

10 April)

118. On 9 April, a settler ran down with a car a 65-year-old man fromBeit Sira
in the Ramal | ah area, causing serious injuries. (The Jerusalem Tines, 11 April)

119. On 10 April, violent clashes between |IDF and border police troops and
rioting Pal estinians continued throughout Hebron. According to the |IDF
spokesman, 15 firebonbs were hurled at the soldiers and border policenmen but no
one was injured. The Palestinians clainmed that 13 rioters were wounded, mainly
by rubber bullets. dashes also erupted briefly in Bethl ehem where scores of
Pal esti nian university students marched towards Rachel's Tonb where they stoned
sol di ers who responded with tear gas and rubber bullets, w thout causing any
injuries. In another incident, settlers fromthe Conmttee for Road Safety
caught two Pal estinians throwi ng stones on the Hal houl bypass road. The
settlers reportedly beat the two 17-year-old Pal estinians before rel easing them
One of the youths reportedly needed treatnment in a hospital. |In a further

devel opnent, |DF raided Tsurif village, arresting up to 30 suspected Hanas
activists and confiscating nani festos and weapons. A senior security source
stated that additional arrests were expected. (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post,

11 April)

120. On 10 April, 157 people were reportedly wounded in Hebron in the wake of
cl ashes between Pal estinian denonstrators and Israeli soldiers during the
previ ous week. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 11 April)

121. On 11 April, violent clashes between |IDF and border police troops and

Pal esti nians continued in Hebron. According to the |IDF spokesman, an |DF

of ficer and a border policeman were wounded. Several |DF and border police
vehi cl es were damaged. During other incidents, an Israeli citizen was slightly
injured by stones thrown at a car near Kadumim A firebonb was thrown at a
vehicle with Israeli license plates near the Yakir settlenment, without causing
any injuries. Another firebonmb was thrown at the car of a settler from
Netzarim  The firebonmb expl oded wi thout causing any harm In another

devel opnent, it was reported that |DF had broken up the Hamas cell responsible
for the kidnapping and nmurder of an Israeli soldier, the killing of sone 11
Israeli citizens and the woundi ng of 49 others over the previous two years. Two
of the "terrorists" were reportedly being held by Israel, two by the

Pal estinians, while one was still at large. A sixth menber of the cell blew
hinmself up at a Tel Aviv café in March, killing three wonen. (Jerusal em Post,
13 April)

122. On 12 April, violent clashes between |IDF and border police troops and

Pal estini ans continued in Hebron. Palestinian sources reported that five people
wer e wounded by rubber bullets. According to the Associ ated Press, another
Pal estinian was slightly injured by stones thrown by settlers. C ashes also
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broke out at the El-Fawar junction near Hebron where |IDF troops arrested one
denmonstrator. It was said that 110 incendiary bottles had been thrown at |DF
and border police troops in the West Bank during the previous week. (Jerusalem
Post, 13 April)

123. On 13 April, two Israelis and a Pal estinian were wounded when a Pal esti ni an
worman from Kal kil ya opened fire at |IDF troops and security personnel at the

Al l enby (King Hussein) Bridge border crossing. The woman, who was 26, married
and the nother of one son, was a passenger on a bus returning fromJordan. She
fired five shots at soldiers and security personnel before being overpowered by
soldiers. She later stated that she had started shooting in order to avenge the
death of her brother, an activist of the Popular Front for the Liberation of

Pal estine (PFLP), who had died during interrogation at a detention facility in

the Tul karmarea. |n another devel opment on 13 April, an IDF patrol discovered
and safely detonated a renote-controlled m ne placed near hot houses bel onging to
the Kfar Daromsettlenment in the Gaza Strip. In other incidents, an |DF

sol dier, a border policeman and three Israeli youths were injured by stones
during riots in Hebron. Palestinian sources reported that three Pal estinians
were injured by rubber bullets fired by IDF. Four firebonbs were thrown at a
busl oad of |IDF soldiers on the Hal houl road near the Karmei Tsur settlenent.
The firebonbs expl oded on the road several netres fromthe bus, causing no
damage or injuries. (JerusalemPost, 14 April 1997; Ha'aretz, 15 April)

124. On 13 April, two Israeli soldiers were slightly wounded after a Pal estini an
woman opened fire at themshortly after she had crossed the Al enby Bridge from
Jordan into the West Bank. Suna Mahnud A-Rai, 28, attacked the soldiers in
order to avenge her brother Ibrahim a PFLP nenber who had died of torture in
Ram eh prison during the intifadah. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 April)

125. On 15 April, three border policenen and five Pal estinians were injured
during clashes with Palestinian residents in Tsurif village near Hebron. The
vi ol ence broke out when IDF lifted the curfew on the village in order to all ow
residents to stock up on food. The residents staged a denonstration and threw
stones and iron bars at the border policenmen who responded with tear gas and
rubber bullets. Oher clashes between |IDF troops and Pal estinians erupted in

Hebron and the surrounding area. In Hebron, Pal estinians threw stones at
settlers, smashed wi ndows and damaged houses in the Jew sh quarter of the town.
An Israeli soldier was slightly injured by stones near Hebron. [|n another

devel opnent, it was reported that |DF had uncovered three tunnels which were
used to smuggl e weapons fromthe Egyptian section of Rafah to the part under the
Pal estinian Authority's control. Dozens of such tunnels were reportedly

di scovered in recent years. (Ha'aretz, 16 April)

126. On 16 April, several incendiary bottles were thrown at Israeli vehicles in
t he Ranmal | ah and Bet hl ehem areas, as well as near the Kal andi a refugee canmp
(West Bank). No harmor injuries were reported. (Ha' aretz, 17 April)

127. On 17 April, IDF units discovered a 10-kil ogramrenote-controlled bonb
during searches in Tsurif village, the hone of a Hamas "terrorist" whose cel
had killed sone 11 Israelis. Mlitary bonb disposal experts neutralized the
device which was said to be simlar to the one that had exploded in a Tel Aviv
café in March. During the searches, soldiers also discovered a network of
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escape tunnels, a pistol and three clips of amunition. (Ha' aretz,
Jerusal em Post, 18 April)

128. On 17 April, it was reported that nore than 50 people had suffered injuries
fromrubber bullets and tear gas during the previous week in clashes between the
residents of Sureif and Israeli soldiers. The denonstrations in the town were
underscored by reports of the attenpted rape of a 28-year-old woman by an
Israeli soldier. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 April)

129. On 18 April, clashes broke out between |IDF soldiers, border police and the
Pal estinian residents of Tsurif village. The violence erupted when residents
began throwi ng stones at |IDF and border police patrols, slightly injuring a
border police officer. Border policenmen responded by firing rubber bullets.
According to IDF, two Pal estinians were slightly injured. Palestinians reported
ot her casualties, however, including dozens of people who were injured by tear
gas inhalation. According to the residents, soldiers also fired at water tanks
on rooftops and smashed wi ndows. They conpl ai ned that they had been harassed by
soldiers for no reason on nunerous occasions. A |lawer resident in the village
stated that soldiers had provoked the residents and had fired tear gas and
rubber bullets wherever there was a gathering of people. He also stated that
soldiers had fired at water tanks indiscrimnately, perforating 300 of them and
that he had seen a soldier fire 14 bullets at a veranda, smashing all the

wi ndows al t hough there was no stone-throwing at the site. The | DF spokesnman
stated that an investigation by the security forces had concluded that the
residents' clains were false. Several incendiary bottles were thrown at an
Israeli car near Bidya village, without causing any injuries. Oher incendiary
bottles were thrown at a mlitary vehicle in Beit Umar village near Hebron. No
injuries were reported. Several stone-throwi ng incidents took place in Qush
Katif in the Gaza Strip. (Ha'aretz, 20 April)

130. On 20 April, two incendiary bottles were thrown at IDF patrols in Ramall ah.
Several stone-throwi ng incidents took place in the Jewi sh settlenment in Hebron
(Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 21 April)

131. On 21 April, four Palestinian pupils were injured by rubber bullets during
clashes with IDF troops in Tsurif village. One of the injured, a 16-year-old
yout h, was rushed to hospital after being hit in the neck by a rubber bullet.
The cl ashes had broken out when pupils had started to throw stones at |DF troops
whi ch responded with tear gas and rubber bullets. Villagers stated that
soldiers had also fired at water tanks on rooftops. A border policeman was
slightly injured by a stone in the Hebron area. Six incidents involving the
throwi ng of stones at settler houses were reported in Hebron. No harm or
injuries were reported. Three soldiers were arrested by the Jerusal em police on
suspi cion of shooting at two Arabs. The soldiers, who had been off duty when
the incident occurred, claimed that they had asked the two Arabs who | ooked
suspicious to identify thenselves. The Arabs however ignored the order and fled
inacar. The soldiers opened fire at the car, causing no injuries or danage.
The case was reportedly submtted to the mlitary police. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 23 April)

132. On 23 April, it was reported that Israeli security forces had carried out a
crackdown agai nst Hamas activists in the West Bank. Pal estinian sources
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reported dozens of arrests. 1t was confirnmed by IDF that 10 Arabs suspected of
"hostile" activity had been taken into custody. The arrests came am d a renewed
canpaign by the Gvil Administration in Judea and Samari a (Wst Bank) to uncover
Hamas fronts, including nosques, charitable organizations, health institutions
and schools. During other incidents, three people were injured when stones were
thrown at their cars near Beit Jala on the Bethl ehem bypass road. Severa
stone-throwi ng incidents were reported in Tsurif village. Five incidents in

whi ch stones were thrown at border police troops were reported in the Hebron
area. A border policeman was slightly injured in one of the incidents. Severa
ot her stone-throwi ng incidents took place on roads in the Ramal |l ah area and in
GQush Katif. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 23 April)

133. On 24 April, two Israeli women hi kers were stabbed to death at Wadi Qelt.
The Israeli police suspected that they had been killed by Pal estinian
"terrorists". In other incidents, an Egged conpany bus driver was slightly
injured in the face when an incendiary bottle was thrown at his bus north-east
of Jerusalem A policeman was slightly injured on the head by a stone when
Pal esti nian youths threw stones at the nenbers of the Tenple Munt Faithfu
moverent in the Od Gty of Jerusalem (Ha' aretz, 25 April)

134. On 25 April, two petrol bonbs were thrown at border policenen in Tsurif
village. The policenen responded by firing in the air. No injuries were
reported. (Jerusalem Post, 27 April)

135. On 25 April, it was reported that the clashes that had taken place in the
town of Sureif over the previous week had left at |east 30 peopl e wounded,

i ncluding a youth who was seriously injured when a rubber bullet struck himin
the neck. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

136. On 25 April, two Israeli women were killed in the Wadi Qelt area. The
Israeli police asked the Palestine Police to assist in the search for the
killers. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 2 My)

137. On 27 April, IDF troops shot and killed a Pal estinian (see para. 68 above,
table (a)) and slightly wounded one or two others during rioting in Haras

vill age near Hebron. According to military sources, soldiers and border

poli cemen operating in the area were attacked by Pal estinians armed with stones
and firebonmbs. According to eyew tnesses, soldiers fired rubber and live
bullets at the stone-throwers. The stone-throwers denied the army's claimthat
firebonbs had been thrown at soldiers during the confrontation. |n another

i ncident, border policenmen found a knife in the pocket of a Palestinian from
Beit Hanina at the A-Ramroadbl ock north of Jerusalem The Pal estinian stated
that he had planned to stab a policeman or a soldier and was held for
questioning. |IDF troops, acting on intelligence information, discovered three
bonbs in a house in Dir Simat village in the Hebron area. The bonbs were

di smantl ed by | DF sappers and two tenants were detained for questioning. Two
Arab residents of Silwan village were arrested in Jerusal em on suspicion of
stabbing two Israelis in the Christian quarter of the AOd Gty of Jerusal emon
26 April. The suspects reportedly confessed to the charges agai nst them

(Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post, 29 April)
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138. On 28 April, hundreds of Pal estinian students shouting "Allah u Akbar"
wal ked out fromtheir school in Haras village to a nmourning tent set up by the
famly of an 18-year-old Pal estinian who had been killed by IDF troops on

27 April. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 28 April)

139. On 28 April, a Palestinian youth was killed in the village of Haras in the
Hebron area, in the wake of an Israeli raid. The Israelis were |ooking for arns
caches and Pal estinians believed to be nmenbers of Hamas (see para. 68 above,
table (a)). (The Jerusalem Tines, 2 Muy)

140. On 29 April, IDF soldiers detained for questioning a Pal estinian youth who
had tried to seize a weapon froma soldier, caused a di sturbance and thrown
stones at the Gvil Adm nistration's Coordination and Liai son Bureau at Nabl us.
(Ha'aretz, 30 April)

141. On 30 April, a border police undercover unit shot and killed a Pal estini an
yout h (see para. 68 above, table (a)) when the driver of the car in which he was
riding tried to run them down at a Jerusal emroadbl ock. In another incident,

t he Hebron police and | DF troops raided the home of a Pal estinian man in Hebron
where they di scovered a nachine gun, a hunting rifle, a Czech rifle, a neta
detector and a box full of different amunition. The Palestinian man and his
son were taken in for questioning. |In Hebron, two firebonbs were thrown at

Beit Hadassah. The bonbs hit the wi ndow of a settler's apartnent but caused no
injuries. Another firebonmb was thrown at a mlitary jeep in the Jenin area.
(Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post, 1 May)

142. On 30 April, Israeli soldiers gunned down a Pal estinian youth near the
village of H zma in north-east Jerusalem The car in which the youth was riding
had refused to stop when waved down by a border guard patrol. The youth was

unidentified. (The Jerusalem Tines, 2 May)

B. Admnistration of justice, including the right to a fair tria

1. Palestinian population

143. On 24 January, the Israeli H gh Court decided to evict the Guzlan famly
fromits hone in the Jerusalemquarter of Silwan. According to the Court's
ruling, the famly was to evacuate the prenises within a year and hand the key
over to the Keren Kayenet |e-Yisrael organization. The Court noted that the
latter was the true owner of the land. The case had been in court since 1987
The @uzl an house, which conprises 15 roons, was built in 1922. (The Jerusal em
Ti mres, 24 January)

144. On 21 February, it was reported that a woman from Arab East Jerusal em was
told by an Israeli court that she would need to take out a noney order for

NI'S 20,000 in the name of the court if her case were to be reviewed. Attorney
Usama Hal abi, who represented the woman, stated that his client had asked for a
restraining order to prevent her expul sion fromJerusal em after she had | ost her
per manent residency status. M. Halabi rejected the judge's demand, stating
that it would set a dangerous precedent. (The Jerusalem Tines, 21 February)
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145. On 23 February, the Dotan Mlitary Court overturned the death sentence
meted out to a Hamas activist convicted of preparing the expl osive device used
by a suicide bonber to bl ow up an Egged conpany bus in Hadera in 1994, killing
five people and wounding 30. |Instead, the mlitary court of appeals handed down
alife sentence to the activist, Zayid Mohammed Badarna, who was al so given an
additional 30-year sentence and 15-year suspended sentence for his conviction on
seven counts. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 24 February)

146. On 28 February, it was reported that the Jerusal em Muni ci pal Court had
ordered that the construction of 35 buildings in East Jerusal embe halted on the
grounds that they were being built without permits. Two of the buildings to

whi ch the court orders applied were nosques. (The Jerusalem Tines, 28 February)

147. On 24 March, the High Court of Justice rejected an appeal by the Jahalin
tribe against their eviction to a new site near the Jerusalem Municipality

gar bage dunp, which they claimed was unfit for human habitation. The Court al so
reprimanded the tribe's | awer after she accused Israel of "genocide" of the
Jahalin, warning her that if she used such harsh ternms again, the Court would

i npose a personal fine on her. The |awer clained that the structures that had
been set up at the new site did not have doors or w ndows, running water or a
sewage system Furthernore, they were |located on a nountain top despite the
fact that the Bedouin are used to pitching their tents in wadis. (Ha' aretz,

25 March)

148. On 25 March, Sa'id Badarna, who was serving a life sentence plus 15 years
for a "terrorist" attack carried out at the Hadera bus station in 1995, was

sentenced by the Tel Aviv District Court to 18 years in prison for killing his
cellmate. M. Badarna was incarcerated with Naza Abu Zi na, whom he suspected of
col l aborating with the authorities. |In August 1996, M. Badarna had beaten

M. Abu Zina until he confessed. A day later, the prisoner died. M. Badarna
was charged with nurder. Since he was already serving a nmaxi num sent ence,
however, the charge was reduced to mansl aughter. (Jerusal em Post, 26 March)

2. Israelis

149. On 5 January, it was reported that the OC of the Zone of Interior,

Brig. Shmuel Arad, had extended by six nonths the restricting orders banning six
right-wing activists fromentering the Tenple Munt conmpound. (Ha' aretz,

5 January)

150. On 8 January, OC Central Command Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan issued an

adm ni strative order restricting the novenent of a 17-year-old Al on Shvut youth
to his settlement for a nonth, for security reasons. According to the |awer
representing the youth, he was the first Jewi sh juvenile to be issued with an
adm ni strative order since the days of Irgun and Lehi, two militant Jew sh
under ground nmovenents during the period of the British Mandate. In a separate
devel opnent, another adm nistrative order was issued against a settler from
Kiryat Arba, preventing himfromentering the territories for a nonth.
(Jerusal em Post, 9 January)




A/ 52/ 131/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 38

151. On 19 January, the Jerusalem Magistrate's Court acquitted five Hai Vekayam
activists of charges of illegal assenbly and assaulting a policeman who had
tried to prevent themfromentering and praying on the Tenple Mount. The judge
ruled that the prosecution had failed to prove that the defendants had attacked
the policenan and added that it was not illegal for themto gather near the
Street of Chains entrance to the Tenple Muunt. (Jerusalem Post, 20 January)

152. On 2 March, the Jerusal em Magistrate's Court acquitted an extrene right-

wi ng activist of charges of involvenent in an assault against two Pal estini ans
and damage to their property in Hebron in 1995. The judge ruled that the
activist was not clearly identified as being one of the attackers, thus giving
hi mthe benefit of the doubt. The activist was accused of being one of three
Jews who had entered a shop in Hebron, beaten its owner and his nephew, spat on
them and turned over the nerchandise. One of the attackers had al so sprayed the
Pal estinians with gas. (Ha'aretz, 3 March)

153. On 12 NMarch, the OC Central Command i ssued an admi nistrative order
restricting the movenent of the former Kach spokesman to the IDF-controlled H2

area in Hebron. |In addition, the order banned the activist fromleaving his
hone from between the hours of 9 p.m to 5 a.m for three nonths, and forbade
himto enter the Pal estinian-controlled H1 area. It did, however, allow himto

enter the area belonging to the nearby Kiryat Arba settlenent. (Ha' aretz,
13 March)

154. On 26 NMarch, the forner Kach spokesman was acquitted by the Jerusal em

Magi strate's Court of charges of endangering human life by carrying a knife.
Pol i ce Conmander Avi Cohen, who testified for the defence, stated that the

def endant needed the knife for self-defence since his |ife had been threatened
by Pal estinian extrem sts. The judge agreed, found the defendant innocent, and
ordered that the knife be returned to him (Jerusalem Post, 27 March)

155. On 9 April, two settlers who had shot and killed a Palestinian in Hebron on
8 April were released on NI'S 20,000 bail and ordered to stay out of Hebron for
three nonths. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 10 April)

156. On 11 April, a settler from Dol ev who was arrested for shooting and
seriously woundi ng a Pal estinian stone-thrower in Harbata village on 7 April was
rel eased on bail by the Jerusal em Magistrate's Court. The Court rejected a
request by the police to extend the settler's remand pendi ng the end of the

| egal proceedings against him It prohibited him however, fromleaving his
settl enent and confiscated his gun. A police spokesman stated that the police
had concluded their investigation and would recomrend pressing charges agai nst
the settler who served as an officer in a conbat unit. (Jerusalem Post,

13 April)

C. Treatnent of civilians

1. Ceneral devel opnents

(a) Harassment and physical ill-treatnent
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157. On 19 February, the Israeli police raided the offices of severa

Pal estinian institutions in Jerusalemon the grounds that they were linked to
the Pal estinian Authority. They included the Small Projects Society, the
Cartography Society, the Ofice for Social Affairs, the Umlnara School and the
Nuzha Bui | di ng whi ch housed the Prisoners' Society. Enployees were questioned
about the links between those institutions and the headquarters of the Pal estine
peace del egation, Orient House. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 21 February)

158. On 25 February, the H gh Court of Justice accepted the State's appea

agai nst the | eniency of the sentence that the Jerusal em Magi strate's Court had
nmeted out to two border policenmen who had been convicted of serious abuse of

Pal estinians fromthe territories. The Court changed their two-year prison
sentence to five years of inprisonnment. An additional one-and-a-half year's
suspended sentence renai ned valid. The State did not | odge an appeal agai nst
the Iighter sentences issued against four other border policenen and sol diers on
regul ar service who had been convicted on the sane charges, clainmng that they
had not engaged in shooting and that their actions were of a | ess pronounced
character. According to the verdict, the six posed as |IDF soldiers on duty for
two nmonths and entered Pal estinian hones in the West Bank, beating residents,

| ooting noney and jewellery and danmagi ng property. In sone cases, they tied
their victinms' hands and in one case they placed a Palestinian in the boot of a
car and drove himto a plantation where they injured himw th gunshots and | eft
himto roll in his own blood. During the hearing, the Judge described the
affair as rem niscent of the novie "A dockwrk Orange". (Ha'aretz,

26 February)

159. On 30 March, a 22-year-old Pal estinian woman from Tsurif village in the
Hebron area conpl ai ned that a border policeman had tried to rape her and abuse
her while in her home. The worman, married and a nother of three, charged that
two border policenen had entered her home for purposes of search, broken
furniture and caused damage to the house. According to the testinonies given by
her nei ghbours, one of the border policenmen had at one point cone out of the
house and waited outside, |leaving the other policeman alone with the woman. The
pol i ceman was suspected of trying to rape the wonan and then fleeing with the

ot her policeman. A resident of the village, who is a | awer and who had worked
for the Pal estinian Association for Hunman Rights and the Environnment, clained
that the two border policenen had harassed, provoked and verbal |y abused ot her
residents during the day. He alleged that, in one case, they had entered four
houses to conduct searches and had severely beaten two residents. The border
pol i ce spokesman reported that the conplaint had been submtted to the Justice
Mnistry's Police Investigation Division. Tsurif village, the home of the
sui ci de bonber responsible for the bonbing of a café in Tel Aviv, was reportedly
under |IDF curfew for 10 consecutive days. (Ha'aretz, 31 March)

160. On 7 April, border policenen stationed in Hebron took control of the

El Yakoubia girls' school when riots intensified in the centre of the town.
They snmashed doors and tables, urinated on the floor and wote an anti-Arab

i nscription on the blackboard. A border police officer later arrived at the
school to assess the damage and apol ogi zed to the school principal. The border
police reported that the incident was being investigated. (Ha aretz, 11 April)
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161. On 23 April, Border Police Commander |srael Sadan ordered an inquiry
agai nst two border police officers suspected of ill-treating a Pal estinian youth
in Tsurif village. (Ha'aretz, 24 April)

162. On 25 April, it was reported that medical sources had confirned that the
type of tear gas being used by the Israeli arny to disperse crowmds in Sureif was
on the list of internationally banned weapons. The sources, which based their
report on diagnosis of victins of tear gas inhalation, indicated that exposure
to the gas could lead to paralysis of the nervous system and damage to the
respiratory system (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

(b) Collective puni shnent

(i) Houses or roons that were denolished or seal ed

163. On 1 January, the Civil Adnministration destroyed five Pal estini an- owned
houses in southern Mount Hebron on the grounds that they had been built
illegally. (Ha'aretz, 2 January)

164. On 2 January, the H gh Court of Justice barred the Security Services from
seal i ng the Ras-al - Amud honmes of four "terrorists" who had hel ped to plan
several suicide bonmbings in 1995. The famlies of the "terrorists" appealed to
the H gh Court of Justice after a sealing order was signed by the OC Centra
Command. The famlies clained that the order violated the Basic Law under Human
Dignity and Freedom as well as international human rights nornms. The Lod
Mlitary Court had recently sentenced two of the "terrorists” to life

i mprisonnent for their role in a bonmbing. A third had been sentenced to five
years of inprisonnent, while the trial of the fourth was expected to be

concl uded soon. (Jerusal em Post, 3 January)

165. On 28 January, the Israeli occupation forces denolished four houses in the
villages of Ein Yabrud and Deir Di bwan, located in area C of the

Ranmal | ah-el Bireh governorate, on the grounds that they had been built w thout a
licence. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 31 January)

166. On 3 February, the Israeli occupation forces denolished four houses in the
vill ages of Deir Basha, Zi bdeh, Fandqum yeh and Khirbeh Wadi Dauk in the Jenin
governorate. The houses were denolished on the grounds they had been built

wi thout a building Iicence. The Palestinian head of the G vil Liaison Bureau
was beaten by soldiers when he tried to intervene. (The Jerusal em Tines,

7 February)

167. On 12 February, |DF denolished five "illegally” built homes in the Hebron
area. The G vil Admnistration spokesman stated that the homes had been built
over the previous year without the proper permts. The homes were built al ong
the recently constructed bypass roads, with the intention of diverting traffic
from areas popul ated by Pal estinians. (Jerusalem Post, 13 February)

168. On 12 February, five Pal estinian houses were denolished in the Hebron
governorate by the Israeli authorities on the grounds they had been built

wi thout |icences. Two wells were al so destroyed and hundreds of olive and fruit
trees that had been planted around the houses were uprooted. The action was
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taken wi t hout previous notification to the houseowners. (The Jerusalem Tines,
14 February)

169. On 20 February, five Palestinian | andl ords appealed to the H gh Court of
Justice to forbid IDF fromdenolishing their homes in order to permt the
construction of the Hebron bypass road. The petitioners clainmed that when they
had started to build their hones between Novenber 1995 and January 1996, the
construction was | egal since the Hebron Minicipality was authorized to grant
building permits in the area. However, in April 1996, OC IDF troops in the West
Bank issued an order revoking the Municipality's jurisdiction over construction
inthe area in order to allow for the construction of road No. 35. The
petitioner's |awer clained that |IDF had practically diverted Hebron's borders
in order to place the five houses outside of the nunicipal boundaries.

(Ha' aretz, 21 February)

170. On 28 February, it was reported that the Israeli authorities had served the
villagers of Faroush and Beit Dajan in the northern area of the Jordan Valley
with denolition notices. (The Jerusalem Tines, 28 February)

171. On 3 March, four Palestinian residents of the territories appealed to the
H gh Court of Justice against demolition orders issued against "illegal"
structures that were to serve as a nosque and a section of a school, as well as
agai nst two houses in the Nablus area. One of the petitioners, the headman of
Nasariya village, claimed that the GCvil Admnistration authorities had not

pl anned for a nosque in the village popul ated by sone 1,500 residents who were
conpelled to pray in atin structure that did not provide protection against the
wi nter weather. Another petitioner was the headman of Hawara vill age, who
claimed that 60 pupils studied in one classroomat the village school. The
villagers had therefore started to build a 150 square netre annex to the school
When t hey began the construction, they were served with an order to stop the
work, followed by a denplition order. (Ha'aretz, 4 March)

172. On 5 March, the Cvil Adm nistration denolished three Pal estini an- owned
hones in Hebron and the surrounding area on the grounds that they had been built
illegally. The famlies whose houses were denolished stated that they were
forced to build without permts because the Israeli authorities did not issue
any. On 6 March, additional denolition orders were issued against four famlies
living near Idna village. It was reported that 700 Pal estinian hones were
slated for denolition throughout the West Bank on the grounds that they had been
built illegally. (Ha'aretz, 7 March)

173. On 7 March, it was reported that Israel had denolished three houses near

t he Hebron governorate during the previous week on grounds that they were

wi thout a building Iicence. The owners stated that they had not received prior
notification. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 7 March)

174. On 21 NMarch, it was reported that |IDF had denolished a house in the old
part of Beit Hanina, in north-west Jerusalem on the grounds that it had been
built without a licence. The Israeli Defence Forces al so confiscated three
dununs of the owner's land for the construction of Route 4. (The Jerusal em
Times, 21 March)
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175. On 31 March, 1DF denolished the home in Surif village of Myussa Rani mat (or
Mohamed Abdel Khader Ghneimat), the Pal estinian "terrorist” who had bl own
hinmself up in a café in Tel Aviv on 21 March, killing three Israeli women. It
al so inposed a curfew on Tsurif village and troops cordoned off the two-storey
house where M. Ranimat used to live with his wife and four children. The
denolition, which was carried out on the orders of OC Central Comrand
Maj . - Gen. Uzi Dayan, cane after the H gh Court of Justice had rejected a
petition against the demolition by M. Ranimat's famly who clainmed that the
bui | di ng was hone to 30 persons (Jerusalem Tines, 4 April). M. Dayan stated
before the Court that the denolition of the bonber's honme would serve as a
deterrent to other suicide bonmbers. The family clained that it anobunted to
col l ective punishnent. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 23 March and 1 April)

176. On 13 April, I1DF issued orders to denolish three houses in Sureif on the
grounds that they bel onged to Pal estini ans engaged in subversive activities
against Israel. (The Jerusalem Tines, 17 April)

177. On 16 April, 1DF denolished in Tsurif village the fam |y houses of three
menbers of a Hamas "terror cell” which had been responsible for the killing of
some 11 Israelis. During the denolitions, which were carried out on the orders
of the OC Central Conmand, Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan, residents defied the curfew

i nposed on the village and stoned soldiers guarding the denolition crews. |DF
troops reportedly fired tear gas and rubber bullets in order to force the
protesters back into their homes. Palestinians stated that at |east five people
had been wounded. On 17 April, |IDF began to denolish the house of another cel
nenber. An additional house, which had been sealed earlier in the week, was
slated for denolition pending the outcone of a court hearing. (Ha' aretz, 13,
18 April; Jerusalem Post, 18 April)

178. On 16 April, 1DF denolished two houses in Sureif that belonged to Abdall ah
Ghnei mat and Abdel Rahman |smail Ghneimat, whom Israel believed to be nenbers of
the Sureif Hamas cell. It also destroyed several caves in the area which it

cl ained were being used as arnms caches. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

179. On 17 April, it was reported that |IDF had denolished the house belonging to
Ahmad Naji Abu Farah because of its tenant, Jamal Abdel Fattah Al Hor. The

| atter has been accused by Israel of belonging to the Hamas cell which was

i nvolved in the suicide bonb attack in a Tel Aviv café on 21 March. (The
Jerusalem Times, 25 April)

180. On 23 April, IDF troops denolished in Tsurif village the famly house of a
menber of a Hamas cell who, according to the security forces, was responsible
for the killing of 11 Israelis. The troops inposed a curfew on the village, and

hal f an hour later, a bulldozer destroyed the house. After the denmolition, the
curfewwas lifted and the closure was reinposed on the village. (Ha' aretz,

24 April)

(ii) lnposition of curfews, sealing off or closing of areas

181. On 1 January, |DF inposed a curfew on Hebron after an incident in which an
Israeli soldier opened fire on Arabs in the city. The curfewwas |lifted by
nightfall. (Jerusalem Post, 2 January)
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182. On 15 January, it was reported that the only road that gave access to the
Nuaman vil | age had been bl ocked by "m stake"” by IDF for 10 days. The

Pal estinian village of 250 residents, |ocated south-east of Jerusalem had been
isolated during the entire period and its inhabitants could not receive basic
servi ces such as health care, gas and water (the main water pipe had been
damaged by a tractor during the blocking operation). The village was reportedly
cut off on 2 January when | DF troops bl ocked access to the village fromBeit
Sahur. The other road leading to the village by way of Umm Tuba was bl ocked in
1995 with cenent bricks, earth and stones in order to prevent the residents from
entering Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, 15 January)

183. On 3 February, IDF partially opened a section of Hebron's Shuhada Street.
No private cars were allowed to pass through, however. Shuhada Street was
closed to Arab traffic in 1994 after the Cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahim
Mosque) massacre. Wth no cars and a heavy military presence, businesses faded
and numerous Arab residents had noved out. Shuhada Street, officially renaned
King David Street, thus becane a street where Jews predom nated over Arabs.

(Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 4 February)

184. On 25 February, a curfew was inposed on H znmeh village north of Jerusal em
after an undercover operation by Israeli soldiers in which one Pal estinian nman
was killed and three others wounded. (Ha'aretz, 26 February)

185. On 3 March, pursuant to warnings of attacks, |IDF declared the cities of the
West Bank closed mlitary zones. (Ha' aretz, 4 March)

186. On 8 March, IDF inposed a curfew on Beit Unmar village follow ng

di sturbances there. Several residents were arrested. Villagers stated that the
vi ol ence was a response to news that their village would not be included in the
first stage of the pull-out by IDF troops, and that they had wanted to express
their resentnment at being abandoned by the Pal estinian Authority. (Ha' aretz,
Jerusal em Post, 9 March)

187. On 12 Narch, 1DF opened the Netzarimroad to Palestinian traffic, with the
exception of buses and heavy trucks. The road was closed to Pal estinian
vehicles in Novenber 1994, in the wake of an attack in which three Israel
soldiers were killed. After several Palestinian denonstrations, it was
re-opened to senior Palestinian Authority officials in January 1997. (Ha' aretz,
13 March)

188. On 18 March, the cities of the West Bank were declared closed mlitary
areas for fear of disturbances by Pal estinians protesting the begi nning of
construction at Har Homa. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 19 March)

189. On 20 March, IDF declared Beit Ummar village a closed military zone
followi ng an incident in which dozens of protesting youths threw stones at |DF
soldiers. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 21 March)

190. On 21 March, a total closure was inposed on the territories in the

i medi ate aftermath of a suicide bonbing attack in Tel Aviv. Tsurif village,
t he hone of the suicide bonber responsible for the attack, was placed under
curfew. Another curfew was inposed on area H2 (the area of Hebron that is
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still under Israeli control) and Palestinians living in area H1 (the area under

Pal estinian control) were ordered to remain in their hones. The curfew i nposed
on Hebron was lifted on 23 March. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 23 and 24 March)

191. On 23 WMarch, IDF closed the section of the road between Rachel's Tonb and
the entrance to Bethlehemto all vehicles after several incidents in which
stones were thrown at Israeli cars. |In another developnent, IDF lifted for a
nunber of hours the curfew i nposed on Tsurif village - fromwhere the suicide
bormber who had committed an attack in a Tel Aviv café on 21 March originated -
in order to enable residents to stock up on food. Wen soldiers ordered the
residents of the village of 10,000 persons to return to their hones, they were
net with stones and barricades. The soldiers responded by firing tear gas and
rubber bullets and reinposed the curfew. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 24 March)

192. On 24 Narch, Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mrdechai and Chief of Ceneral Staff
Lt.-Gen. Ammon Shahak aut horized a nunmber of neasures ainmed at easing the

cl osure. Among other things, basic foodstuffs were allowed to enter the Gaza
Strip, while trucks carrying flowers and fruit for export to Europe were all owed
to leave. Senior mlitary sources underlined that all the approved nmeasures
were subjected to the necessary security arrangenents. (Ha' aretz, 25 March)

193. On 29 March, IDF inposed a curfew on the Kal andi a refugee canp near
Ramal | ah after riots erupted there. (Jerusalem Post, 30 March)

194. On 30 March, IDF inposed a curfew on Hawara village south of Nablus when
cl ashes between | DF soldiers and denonstrators had escal ated. A curfew was

i nposed al so on the Baga A-Sharqgiya village. (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post,

31 March)

195. On 31 March, IDF lifted the curfew inposed on Tsurif village on 21 March,
declaring it instead a closed mlitary zone. (Ha aretz, Jerusal em Post,

1 April)

196. On 2 April, IDF inposed a curfew on the Jal azone refugee canp (West Bank)
after an incident in which a firebonb was thrown at a bus carrying I|srael
soldiers. (Ha'aretz, JerusalemPost, 3 April)

197. On 7 April, |IDF opened Tul karmand Kalkilya to traffic after they had been
declared closed mlitary zones. (Ha'aretz, 8 April)

198. On 8 April, IDF inposed a curfew on the H2 area in Hebron (the area under
Israeli control) when violent clashes which had broken out between |IDF troops
and Pal estinian residents spread to both sections of the town. (Ha' aretz,
Jerusalem Post, 9 April)

199. On 10 April, a curfew was inposed on Sureif, northwest of Hebron, after the
Government of Israel received news that the body of a missing Israeli soldier
had been buried in the town. (The Jerusalem Tines, 17 April)

200. On 13 April, IDF inmposed a curfew on the casbah and on Shallala Street in
Hebron after rioting had broken out there. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

14 April)
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201. On 18 April, IDF lifted the curfew inposed on Tsurif village, replacing it
with an internal closure. (Ha'aretz, 20 April)
202. On 20 April, 50 Palestinians from T Tsurif village managed to | eave the

village in order to nmeet Yasser Arafat in Hebron in order to urge himto work on
the lifting of the curfew inposed on the village. (Ha'aretz, 21 April)

203. On 28 April, the IDF revoked the order declaring Tul karm and Kal kilya a
closed nmlitary zone. (Jerusalem Post, 29 April)

(iii) CGher forms of collective punishnent

204. On 17 January, |IDF closed the area of the Hebron casbah for trade and
groups of nmore than 10 persons after an incident in which a Pal estinian threw
stones and apple cores at soldiers stationed in the area. The casbah, which had
only recently been reopened, remained closed until 19 January. (Jerusal em Post,
19 January)

205. On 24 April, it was reported that studies in Tsurif village had been

di srupted as a result of the curfew and cl osure inposed on the village since

21 March, the day of the attack on a Tel Aviv café. The village girls' schoo

of 1,400 pupils was closed for nore than a nonth, since only three of its
teachers lived in the village. The other teachers, who lived in other
localities, could not reach the school because of the closure. Residents also
conpl ai ned about the shortage of food and nedicines. A lawer resident reported
that several residents found outside the village had been arrested at an |DF
roadbl ock at the entrance to Bethl ehem on charges of violating the closure. It
was al so reported that several other residents who were staying outside the
village in the West Bank were afraid to return to their homes for fear that they
woul d be arrested upon arrival. (Ha'aretz, 24 April)

206. On 27 April, residents of Tsurif village clainmed that soldiers had broken
wi ndows on at |east 60 houses and shot at at |east 100 sol ar heaters. The
villagers said they were being punished for crimes that they had not comitted
and noted that they were under the |ongest curfew since the Gsl o accords had
been signed in Septenber 1993. They stated that three villagers had died after
bei ng del ayed at checkpoints for nore than an hour on their way to hospital,
whil e others were beaten for staying outdoors | ate when the curfew was rei nposed
after brief relaxations. |In one case, a 22-year-old resident who was accused of
stone-throwing testified to a human rights activist that he had been hit on the
back with a hel net by one border policeman while another had held his head
between his legs. In another case, a 70-year-old man with a serious heart

condi tion and gangrene who was being rushed to hospital was not allowed through
a checkpoint for alnpbst two hours. Ali Abu Reish, a Tsurif resident and

physi cian and a nenber of the Pal estinian Legislative Council who was present at
t he checkpoint, stated that soldiers fired rubber bullets at the engine of his
car, presunmably in order to deter himfromtrying to |l eave the village. A

| awyer resident stated that soldiers had fired 15 rubber bullets at his house.
He al so clained that hundreds of water heaters had been shot at, causing water
to |l eak out and provoking water shortages. (Jerusalem Post, 27 April)
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(c) Expulsions

207. On 15 January, the officer in charge of social services at Orient House,
Azmi Abu Sa'ud, stated that the Pal estinian Authority was in possession of a
list of 233 Pal estinian residents of Jerusal em whose residency papers had been
confiscated over the previous two weeks. The residents had been issued with
expul sion orders granting them 15 days to leave the city. M. Sa'ud clai ned
that the purpose of the orders was to limt Arab presence in Jerusalem He
stated that the Israeli authorities had been resorting to such nmeasures for a
long tine, but that they had intensified since the beginning of the year

M. Sa'ud clainmed that the nmeasures anmounted to a kind of "ethnic cleansing”

He indicated that half of the cases concerned women married to Jordani an
citizens who had lived outside Jerusalemfor nore than seven years. Qher cases
concerned Pal estini ans who had noved to nei ghbourhoods | ocated outside the

adm ni strative boundaries of Jerusalem He clained that the Israeli authorities
used health insurance certificates to trace Arab residents of Jerusal em who
lived outside the city. Finally, he warned that some 120,000 Pal esti ni ans,
nostly students and | abourers who worked outside the city, risked having their
residency permts confiscated. It was estimated that 150,000 Pal estinians were
living in East Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, 15 January)

(d) Economic and social situation

208. On 14 January, the Director of the Centre for Social and Cvil Rights at
Oient House, Azm Abu Salud, reported that the Israeli Mnistry of the Interior
had seized 233 identity cards from Jerusal em Pal estinians during the first two
weeks of 1997. The 233 Pal estinians were ordered to | eave the city within 15
days. M. Abu Sal ud added that the files of 60,000 Jerusal em Pal estini ans who
lived outside the city limts had been transferred fromthe Israeli Nationa
Insurance Institute to the Israeli Mnistry of the Interior. M. Abu Salud
indicated that all the rights of the residents concerned had been cancell ed, as
was their health insurance. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 January)

209. On 27 January, Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan, Conmander of the Central District and
of the 20 per cent of Hebron which remai ned under Israeli control, issued two
orders restricting Pal estinian construction work, under the pretext of providing
security for the 400 Jew sh settlers living in the city. The Israeli order
affected at | east 28 apartments in 20 different buildi ngs whose owners had | eft
due to increasing settler harassnment during the 1970s, and who had decided to
return to the city centre in order to restore their honmes in the wake of the

| at est agreenent between the Pal estinian Authority and the Governnent of |srael
(The Jerusal em Ti mes, 24 January)

210. On 31 January, it was reported that, for the previous three weeks,

resi dents of Hebron and the surrounding area had been unable to obtain pernits
to work in Israel since the Cvil Adm nistration did not provide the Pal estinian
Authority with the stanmps needed for issuing such permts. The stanps were said
to be necessary also for issuing passports, requests for famly reunification
and other types of permits. 1In a letter addressed to Defence M nister Yitzhak
Mor dechai, the Gush Shal om (Peace Bl ock) novenent stated that the case
illustrated once again that the occupation was continuing. (Ha' aretz,

31 January)
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211. On 12 February, a retail market located in front of the Avraham Avi nu
conmpound in Hebron was being prepared for reopening as Pal estinian and |srael
representatives unl ocked and entered sone of the shops to assess what repairs
wer e needed. Under the Hebron redepl oynent agreenent, the market, which had
been a whol esal e market before being closed in the wake of the Cave of the
Patriarchs (Ibrahim Msque) massacre, would open only as a retail market
because of security considerations. An IDF officer stated that the reason for
t he change was obvious: to keep large trucks fromloadi ng and unl oading at the
site sonmething that woul d pose a security threat to the nearby Jew sh
settlenent. Settlenment |eaders fought a long battle to have the market npved
fromthe site, stating that it would literally bring thousands of Pal estinians
to the doorstep of their settlement. (Jerusalem Post, 13 February)

212. On 12 February, nine shops were reopened in the whol esal e market of Hebron
The area, which was adjacent to the Jewish settlements in the Od Cty, had been
closed in the wake of the Hebron nassacre at the Ibrahim Msque in

February 1994. The area was to be rebuilt and converted froma whol esale into a
retail market. 1In a separate devel opnment, |DF closed Shuhada Street to

Pal estinian traffic and refused to allow the nunicipal fire engine to pass.

(The Jerusal em Ti nes, 14 February)

213. On 22 February, the A-Rai' Organization fromJenin called on internationa
heal th organi zations to pressure Israel to abandon its policy of forcing
patients to obtain permts before they could be treated in hospitals in
Jerusalemand inside Israel. A-Rai indicated that 72 patients had not been
allowed into Jerusalem for treatnent over the previous two nonths, although
their nedical reports confirmed their need for immediate attention. (The
Jerusal em Ti nes, 28 February)

214. On 21 March, it was reported that the Mayor of West Jerusal em had agreed to
provi de services to the Arab quarter of Bir Oneh in the southern part of the
city near the settlenent of Glo. Although their quarter was included in the
muni ci pal boundaries in the wake of the June 1967 War, the 50 famlies living in
Bir Oneh were deprived of nunicipal services and treated as though they were
residents of the West Bank. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 21 March)

215. On 28 March, it was reported that Israeli health organizati ons had opened
25 health clinics and pharmacies in the heart of the Ad City of Jerusal em and
the surrounding villages in an attenpt to control health institutions in
Jerusalem (The Jerusalem Ti nmes, 28 March)

216. On 28 March, it was reported that Israel was w thholding fromthe

Pal estinian Authority about one billion dollars of custonms and other taxes that
it had collected from Pal estinian nerchants and workers since the begi nning of
the Pal estinian Authority's rule. In a separate devel opnent, it was reported by

Pal estinian officials that | osses fromthe renewed |sraeli closure of
Pal estinian self-rule areas were estimated at about one mllion dollars per day
in the formof |ost export revenues. (The Jerusalem Tines, 28 March)

217. On 4 April, it was reported that the Jerusalem Municipality had refused to
i ssue building licences to West Bank residents who owned | and in Jerusal em
There were sone 20,000 Pal estinians who owned real estate in Jerusalemand in

/...



A/ 52/ 131/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 48

the i medi ate area surrounding it but who did not carry a Jerusalemidentity
card. 1In a separate developnent, it was reported that since January 1997, wonen
from Jerusal emwho were giving birth would first have to prove that they were
living within the city limts before having the costs of the delivery paid by
Israel's National Insurance institute. According to recent hospital statistics,
the new regul ati ons had affected the health insurance policies of 40 per cent of
Jerusal em wonen. (The Jerusalem Tines, 4 April)

218. On 5 April, the Palestinian Centre for Public Opinion based in Beit Sahur
publ i shed a poll according to which support for the peace process anong

Pal estinians in Jerusalem Hebron and Bethl ehemwas at an all-tine |low, while
support for suicide bonbings had reached its highest ever level. The poll

whi ch was conducted anong 470 adults and had a 3.5 per cent margin of error,
showed that 30 per cent favoured continued negotiations, that 37 per cent wanted
to abandon the peace process and that 19 per cent wanted to continue it with new
del egates. The poll also indicated growi ng support for Hamas, with 18 per cent
of the persons questioned stating that they woul d support the nmovenent in |oca
el ections and 13 per cent nore supporting i ndependent |slamc candi dates.

Support for Fatah was 26.6 per cent. Al nbst 49 per cent supported the suicide
bormbing in Tel Aviv on 21 March, in which three wonen had been killed and dozens
of peopl e wounded. The percentage was descri bed as being extrenely high,
especially since it concerned a specific attack and not a theoretical one.
(Jerusal em Post, 6 April)

219. On 10 April, it was reported that, according to a public opinion pol
conducted by the Jerusal embased Pal estinian Centre for Media and Conmmuni cati on
63 per cent of Pal estinian residents of the West Bank, East Jerusal em and the
Gaza Strip were in favour of extended protests and denonstrations agai nst
Israel. Forty per cent of the 1,200 people questioned in the poll stated that
they were in favour of attacks against Israeli targets, while 48 per cent
opposed them Thirty-three per cent expressed their support for suicide

bormbi ngs. (Ha'aretz, 10 April)

220. On 13 April, a Palestinian official was quoted as saying in the Arabic
daily Al_Ayam that even though Israel had prom sed that it would allow 20, 000
Pal esti ni an workers who possessed work pernmits to return to their jobs in Israe
after the closure on 21 March, only 5,000 workers fromthe Gaza Strip were
actually allowed to cross into Israel. (The Jerusalem Tines, 17 April)

221. On 17 April, it was reported that a Palestinian official fromthe Mnistry
of Trade and Econony of the Pal estinian Authority stated that while daily | osses
fromthe recent Israeli closure were estimated at US$ 9 mllion, the overal

| osses owing to the closure had reached US$ 6.5 billion and had led to record
unenpl oyment rates of between 60 per cent to 70 per cent. (The Jerusal em Tines,

17 April)

222. On 21 April, citing security reasons, the Israeli authorities began
gradual 'y withdrawi ng the work permts they had issued to Gazan workers to work
inside Israel. 1In a separate devel opnent, the Pal estinian Authority's Mnistry

of Agriculture accused Israel of obstructing the export of citrus products. The
Mnistry stated that Israel had prevented 45 trucks carrying citrus fruit from
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| eavi ng Gaza for Jericho for 10 days and had finally allowed only 10 trucks to
pass. (The Jerusalem Tines, 25 April)

223. On 30 April, the Government of Israel allowed 56,000 Pal estinians fromthe
West Bank and Gaza Strip to enter Israel. However, a little nore than half that
nunber actually cane to work. Kav La' oved, the workers' hotline, estimated that
no nmore than two thirds would find work in |Israel because of foreign workers who
were reportedly paid nuch | ess than the enpl oyers woul d have to pay legally

enpl oyed Pal estinians. The Director of Kav La'oved, Hanna Zohar, stated that

Pal esti nians had no possibilities of getting jobs in agriculture, where workers
from Thai |l and were enployed. Jobs in the building sector were difficult to find
because of a slowdown in construction. According to estinmates by the

I nternational Mnetary Fund, 60,000 Pal estinians would have to work in Israel in
order to prevent a further decline of the Pal estinian econony. (Jerusal em Post,
1 May)

(e) Oher devel opnents

224. On 10 January, it was reported that, as part of their canpai gn agai nst
Bedouin famlies, the Israeli authorities had prevented Jahalin workers from
going to their workplaces. The Jahalin were ordered to | eave their hones,

bet ween Al Ezarieh and the Maal eh Adumi n settlenent, pursuant to a decision by
the Israel H gh Court in May 1996. (The Jerusalem Tines, 10 January)

225. On 17 January, it was reported that earlier in the week, several units of
Israeli soldiers and police had taken the first steps to force the Jahalin
Bedouin to | eave their homes and go to a nearby garbage dunp. Wile a group of
sol di ers denolished their shacks, others used |arge trucks to renove persona
items belonging to the Bedouin. The entire district was declared a cl osed
mlitary area. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 January)

226. On 27 January, confrontations broke out as six additional Jahalin Bedouin
famlies were evicted fromtheir hones by Israeli police, border guards and
soldiers. Eight people were injured while four were arrested. (The Jerusal em
Timres, 31 January)

227. On 27 January, lsraeli bull dozers destroyed the tin dwellings of the

Jahal in Bedouin. The 30 evicted Bedouin were resettled in three metal shipping
containers in Abu Dis, joining the two fam |ies which had been evicted before.
The new site had no running water or electricity and constituted i nappropriate
grazing ground for the Jahalin's livestock. The Jahalin requested that they
return to their land in Tel Arad, in the Negev, fromwhich they were expelled in
1950. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 31 January)

228. On 29 January, hundreds of Hamas supporters crowded the streets of Gaza to
give a heroes' welcone to the bodies of two Hamas "terrorists" (Hassan Abbas and
Mohamed Jadal | ah) that had been returned in exchange for the Pal estinian
Authority's help in locating the remains of IDF soldier Ilan Sa'adon who was

ki dnapped and nmurdered in 1990. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 30 January)

229. On 30 January, it was reported that Israel had ordered the Pal estinian
Authority to withdraw the appoi ntment of seven Pal estinian diplomats it had
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accredited to the Netherlands, Norway, Turkey, Canada, Cyprus, Portugal and
Yenen. The Coordinator of the Government's Activities in the Territories,
Maj . - Gen. Oren Shahor, stated that the appointnments were a breach of the Gslo
accords since the Palestinian Authority was not entitled to conduct foreign
relati ons, except in trade. (Jerusalem Post, 30 January)

230. On 11 February, an Israeli border police unit evacuated by force 28 Jahalin
famlies fromtheir encanpment on the eastern ridges of Jerusalem Their shacks
were subsequently levelled by bulldozers. A nunber of youths were injured when

they resisted the border guards. Another 50 were arrested for a few hours.

(The Jerusal em Ti nmes, 14 February)

231. On 14 February, according to an account published that week by the

Pal esti ne Human Rights Information Centre, |Israel had denolished 210 houses in
the Jerusal em area between 1988 and 1995. Researcher Yunis Ampuri stated that
32 houses had been denolished in 1996. He added that 21,000 famlies were
urgently in need of housing in the Jerusalemarea. (The Jerusal em Tines,

14 February)

232. On 19 February, 17 Jahalin Bedouin famlies were forced fromtheir
encanpnments on the eastern outskirts of Jerusalem They were the |ast of 55
famlies who had been forcibly evicted by the Israeli authorities to make room
for the expansion of the Maal eh Adum m settlenment. (The Jerusalem Tines,

21 February)

233. On 21 February, it was reported that some 500 Pal estinians were told to

| eave Jerusalemwi thin 15 days fromthe date of notification. The cases
concerned married persons with Jordani an nationality who al so had per manent
residency rights in Jerusalem Al had applied for the famly reuni on programe
and had filled in their application fornms in accordance with the prevailing
rules and regulations. Earlier in the week, a Palestinian |awer, Ahmad

Ruwei di, stated that sonme 50,000 Jerusal em Pal estini ans were in danger of |osing
their identity cards because the Governnent of Israel had forced themto live
outside the city limts. M. Ruweidi indicated that |Israel had recently started
carrying out night raids on the residences of the Palestinians in order to
confiscate their Jerusalemidentity cards. Many were instructed to address
thenselves to the Gvil Admnistration and to ask for Wst Bank identity cards.
M. Ruweidi added that the Israeli Mnistry of the Interior had refused to renew
the identity cards of Palestinians who |ived outside the country, although they
were allowed to return in accordance with Israeli |egal procedures. (The
Jerusal em Ti nes, 21 February)

234. On 25 February, the third anniversary of the Cave of the Patriarchs
(I'brahim Msque) nassacre, police prevented 10 Peace Now activists from hol ding
a protest vigil at Baruch CGoldstein's grave in the Kiryat Arba settlenment on the
grounds that they had no permt to denonstrate there. The activists wished to
protest against the very existence of the nonunental grave in the Meir Kahane
Park, demanding that it be transferred to a cenetery. Hundreds of Hebron
residents, including the victins' famlies, took part in a nmourning cerenpony at
the Hebron Town Hall to commenorate the nmassacre. The speakers at the cerenony
war ned that the nenace of massacre would continue to | oomover Hebron as |ong as
settlers remained there. (Ha'aretz, 26 February)
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235. On 28 February, it was reported that Israeli officials had stepped up their
raids on the hones of Jerusalem Palestinians within the walls of the Od Gty.
Oficials fromthe Mnistry of the Interior and the Israeli National |nsurance
institute raided houses in the Igbat A-Saraya and Khal di yeh quarters and
demanded that residents provide proof of their right to live in Jerusalem (The
Jerusal em Ti nes, 28 February)

236. On 14 March, it was reported that the Israeli Mnistry of the Interior had
i ssued new i nstructions concerning the famly reunion programe in Jerusal em
According to the new guidelines, applications were in the first phase to be

submitted only after all the proper docunents had been collected. |If and when
accepted, the applicant would then have to live for five-and-a-half years in
Jerusal em on provisional docunments. |In the third phase, the Mnistry would

deci de whether to grant the applicant the status of permanent resident. (The
Jerusal em Ti mes, 14 March)

237. On 28 March, it was reported that, despite the permts they had obtained,
Israeli authorities had prevented patients fromthe Gaza Strip fromreceiving
treat ment throughout the week in hospitals inside Israel and in Jerusalem (The
Jerusal em Ti mes, 28 March)

238. On 28 March, it was reported that the Alternative Information Centre in
Jerusal em which was concerned with the withdrawal of identity cards of

Pal estinians living outside the municipal borders of the city, had stated that
the Mnistry of the Interior in East Jerusal em had distributed hundreds of
letters to Palestinian famlies who were forced to change their place of

resi dence because of the housing crisis and the Israeli practices against them
According to the Centre, the letters instructed the famlies to hand in their
identity cards and travel docunents to the Israeli Population Registrar's office
in Jerusalem and to | eave Israel on the grounds that their residency pernits
had expired. A total of 200 identity cards had been w thdrawn since the

begi nni ng of February 1997. (The Jerusal em Ti nes, 28 March)

239. On 11 April, it was reported that the Israeli H gh Court had ruled in
favour of measures taken by the Mnistry of the Interior whereby Pal estinians
from Jerusal em who could not prove that their lives centred around activities in
the City may lose their identity cards. The recent ruling threatened 100, 000
Pal esti ni ans, some 60, 000 of whomlived just beyond the city limts while

anot her 40, 000 were working or studying abroad. The Director of the Centre for
Cvil and Social Rights at Orient House stated that the case would be taken to
the International Court of Justice at The Hague in order to ask for

international protection. (The Jerusalem Tines, 11 April)

240. On 15 April, IDF set up a fence across Shehada street in Hebron. The

sol diers were hel ped by the settlers. The 12-netre-high fence, topped with
barbed wire, cut off the eastern sector of the city fromthe western. According
to the Mayor of Hebron, Mistafa Natsche, the neasure negatively affected the
busi ness of nore than 100 shopkeepers. (The Jerusalem Tines, 17 April)

241. On 10 April, IDF noved into the town of Sureif in order to search for the
body of Sharon Edri, an Israeli soldier mssing since Septenber 1996. The
m ssing soldier's body was subsequently found. The Israeli authorities arrested

/...
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a six-man Hamas cell on the grounds that it was responsible for the ki dnapping
of M. Edri, as well as the killing of 11 Israelis and woundi ng of 49 since it
began its operations in 1995. Sonme 36 persons believed to be nenbers of Hamas
and of the Islamc¢ Jihad were also arrested by IDF. (The Jerusal em Ti nes,

17 April)

242. On 17 April, it was reported that four elderly persons and a baby died in
Surei f, because they were unable to receive urgent nmedical care owing to a
conti nuous curfew that had been inposed on the town a week earlier. (The
Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 April)

243. On 25 April, Israeli bulldozers destroyed Sureif's water network and cl osed
of f several streets by heaping up rocks and dirt. The town, which remained
under curfew, continued to suffer froma shortage of nedical and food supplies,
including mlk powder for children. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

2. Measures affecting certain fundanental freedons

(a) Freedom of novenent

244. On 10 January, it was reported that Palestinians living within the G een
Line were no longer required to obtain a permt fromthe Governnent of Israel to
visit the Palestinian self-rule areas, as had been the case before. (The
Jerusal em Ti nes, 10 January)

245. On 23 January, the Centre for the Defence of the Individual (CD) informed
the mlitary Advocate-General of its intention to appeal to the H gh Court of
Justice unl ess | DF abandoned its policy of preventing Wst Bank residents from
crossing into Egypt through the Gaza Strip. The Centre stated that the ban was
a blatant violation of the interimaccords signed with the Pal estini ans, was
unacceptable and had to be lifted i mediately. The Gvil Adm nistration officer
in charge of international organizations, Lt.-Col. Alice Shazar, argued in
response that the arny's policy stemmed fromsecurity constraints and indicated
that there was nothing preventing Wst Bank residents fromtravelling to Egypt
by way of Jordan. The Centre replied that the journey to Rafah and, fromthere,
to Egypt was nmuch shorter and cheaper. |t observed that in practice the ban
prevented residents with scarce financial neans fromvisiting their famlies in
Egypt. (Ha'aretz, 24 January)

246. On 13 February, Israel closed the Rafah crossing between the Gaza Strip and
Egypt. The closure canme after an incident in which a visitor from Egypt stabbed
and slightly wounded an Israeli security guard at the border crossing. |Israe
announced that the crossing would be closed until an investigation of the attack
had been compl eted. (Jerusalem Post, 14 February)

247. On 18 February, four senior econonmic affairs officials of the Pal estinian
Authority who were on their way to the Knesset to attend a neeting of the
subcomm ttee on banking affairs were prevented by IDF from crossing a roadbl ock
on the southern outskirts of Ramallah and were hence unable to attend the
meeting. (Ha'aretz, 19 February)
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248. On 6 March, nilitary sources reported that married Pal estinian | abourers
fromthe West Bank aged 25 and over would henceforth be allowed to enter Israe
after security checks. The sources also reported that 150 enpl oyees of the

Pal estinian Authority would be allowed to cross fromthe Wst Bank to the Gaza
Strip, in addition to the 400 enpl oyees allowed so far. Fifty additiona

Pal estinian Authority enpl oyees would be allowed to cross fromthe Gaza Strip to
the West Bank, thereby bringing to 250 the nunber of enpl oyees allowed to cross
into the West Bank. Mire than 30,000 Pal estinians reportedly worked in |srael
(Ha' aretz, 7 March)

249. On 7 March, it was reported that Israel had turned down a Pal estinian
demand to all ow President Yasser Arafat's plane to |land at Gaza Airport. (The
Jerusal em Ti nes, 7 March)

250. On 18 March, the Head of the Gvil Aviation Authority, Brig.-GCen.
Fayez Zei dan, announced that an agreenent had been reached about President
Arafat's use of the Gaza International Airport. (The Jerusalem Tines, 21 March)

251. On 26 March, representatives of the Pal estinian Authority Mnistries of
Heal th and Agriculture denied that there had been a change in the Israeli policy
of total closure of the territories. The A -Quds newspaper published the nanes
of eight patients who had been prevented fromleaving the Gaza Strip for
treatment in Israel, although they were in possession of the necessary permts.
According to Dr. Mouhamred Sal aneh, the Director of the Anmbul ance Service, the
patients were in very serious condition. Ata Abu Karesh, Director at the

Pal estinian Authority Mnistry of Agriculture, stated that despite officia
Israeli declarations, restrictions on the export of agricultural produce from
Gaza had not been eased. According to M. Karesh, the agricultural sector in
Gaza incurred a daily loss of US$ 500,000 because of the export ban. |n another
devel opnent, it was reported that Palestinian witers fromthe Gaza Strip had
been prevented fromparticipating in a neeting of witers at Bir Zeit
University. On 25 March, nenbers of the Pal estinian Legislative Council were
prevented fromleaving Gaza in order to participate in neetings of the
Legi sl ative Council's various comrittees. A Palestinian source stated that the
i ssuing of permts was guaranteed for the following two days only after an
intervention by the United States Enbassy. (Ha'aretz, 27 March)

252. On 6 April, IDF allowed West Bank residents who were staying in the Gaza
Strip to travel back home. Gaza Strip residents who were staying in the West
Bank were also permtted to return to their honmes. It also allowed Pal estini ans
married to Jerusalemresidents with Israeli identity cards to enter the city.

It further allowed 22 Pal estinian anbul ances to enter Israel on an energency
basis, bringing to 36 the nunber of anbul ances allowed to cross into Israel from
the territories. One hundred Arab | abourers with jobs in the tourist industry
were also allowed into Israel. It was stressed by |IDF, however, that all
entrance permts were subjected to strict security clearances. (Ha' aretz,
Jerusalem Post, 6 April)

253. On 11 April, IDF prevented Pal estinian Council menbers fromentering |srae
in order to participate in a conference in Jerusalem The conference, entitled
"The | ast chance to save the peace process”, was to be held with nenbers of the
Labour and Meretz parties. The spokesman for the Coordinator of the
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Government's Activities in the Territories stated that the entry applications
had arrived on the evening of 10 April and required a thorough exam nation
whi ch had taken tinme. He stated that once their exam nation was conpl eted at

noon on 11 April, permts were issued to 30 of the 37 applicants. (Ha'aretz,
13 April)

254. On 13 April, it was reported that 20,000 Pal estinian | abourers fromthe
Gaza Strip and the West Bank would be allowed into Israel. The nove was

approved by Defence M nister Yitzhak Morrdechai and the Chief of CGeneral Staff,
Lt.-CGen. Amon Lipkin Shahak. The workers receiving pernits had to be at |east
35 years old, married, and would need to pass a security check. In addition, 50
Pal estinian trucks would be allowed to transport goods daily from Ashdod Port
into Pal estinian-controlled areas. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 13 April)

255. On 15 April, as of mdnight, Israel inposed an indefinite closure of the
West Bank, preventing all Palestinians there fromentering Israel, Jew sh
settlenents and industrial zones. The decision was nmade by Defence Mnister
Yi t zhak Mordechai, the Chief of CGeneral Staff Lt.-Gen. Amon Lipkin Shahak and
top security officials in the light of warnings of a "terrorist" attack. The
closure did not include the Gaza Strip, and Pal estinian | abourers fromthat

regi on continued to be allowed into Israel. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,
16 April)
256. On 17 April, the security authorities eased the closure of the territories

in several areas: Palestinian policenmen were allowed to nove back and forth

bet ween the West Bank and the Gaza Strip with Israeli escort and 240 medi ca
personnel fromthe West Bank were permitted to enter East Jerusalem (Ha' aretz,
Jerusal em Post, 16 April)

257. On 25 April, it was reported that the Israeli security authorities had
prevented two Pal estinian Legislative Council nenbers from | eaving Gaza, thereby
preventing them fromparticipating in a Council meeting. Palestinian sources
bel i eved that the ban was due to the nmen bei ng nenbers of the Popular Front for
the Liberation of Palestine. The sources also reported that 200 Pal esti ni an

| abourers, most of whom were previously linked to the Popular Front, had their
magneti c cards confiscated and had thereby |l ost their jobs in Israel.

(Ha'aretz, 25 April)

258. On 25 April, it was reported that the Israeli authorities had taken new
nmeasures at the Karaneh crossing point, making the passage of travellers from
Jordan into the West Bank nore difficult. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

259. As of 29 April, nore than 5,000 Pal estinian married traders and hote

wor kers aged over 30 could enter Israel fromthe West Bank and Gaza Strip. In
addi ti on, Pal estinian nedical personnel, teachers and journalists, as well as
enpl oyees of international organizations and religious institutions, were
allowed to travel to Jerusalemfromthe Wst Bank. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

29 April)
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(b) Freedom of education

260. On 14 February, it was reported that Emmanuel Zi ssman, the Chairman of the
Knesset Education Committee, had filed a police conplaint against the Al -Quds
University in East Jerusalemstating that the University was advertising itself
as a degree-granting institution in spite of the fact that it was not accredited
to grant degrees by the Council for H gher Education, as required by Israel

law. (Jerusal em Post, 14 February)

261. On 3 March, Pal estinian students delivered a petition to the Prime M nister
of Israel, calling upon the Netanyahu Governnent to reverse its policy of
collective restrictions inposed on Pal estinian education. The current travel
restrictions that affected 1,300 Gazan students, academ cs and staff had been

i nposed when Israel closed the occupied Palestinian territories after the bus
bonbi ngs of 1996. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 7 March)

262. On 7 April, IDF arrested five pupils fromthe Ta' anreh Secondary Boys
School as they were going to school. Three of the students were still under
arrest two days later. (The Jerusalem Tines, 25 April)

263. On 9 April, nmenbers of the Islamc Coalition of Students at the Al -Quds
University in East Jerusalemreported that some 20 students of the University
were arrested on 8 April, on suspicion of belonging to Hamas. The Israel
Def ence Forces refused to either confirmor deny the report. (Ha' aretz,

10 April)

264. On 25 April, it was reported that four Israeli officers had raided the

Al Khader Secondary School earlier in the nonth, threatening to cl ose down the
school and open fire at the pupils. A student fromthe Al Hajaj eh Secondary
Boys' School was injured by a rubber bullet when Israeli soldiers opened fire at
the pupils as they were | eaving the school. The Al Ya coubieh Primary Grls’
School, located in the Israeli controlled-area of Hebron, was exposed to daily
provocations by Israeli soldiers who had injured a nunber of pupils. The

sol diers al so caused the death of Yacoub Fahm Julani fromthe Al Hussein |bn
Al'i Secondary Boys' School (see para. 68 above, table (a)). (The Jerusal em
Tinmes, 25 April)

(c) Freedomof religion

265. On 10 January, 80,000 Muslinms took part in the Friday prayers of the
Ramadan on the Tenple Munt. Three thousand police and border police were
deployed in the Ad Gty and throughout East Jerusalemfor fear of riots.

Forces were al so strengthened at roadbl ocks between Jerusal em and t he Wst Bank
and tenporary roadbl ocks were set up at various points to prevent Pal estinian
residents without permits fromentering Jerusalem Hundreds of Bethl ehem
residents gathered at the G1lo roadbl ock at the south-eastern entrance to
Jerusalemin order to protest against the Israeli authorities who prevented them
fromreaching Jerusalemto pray during the nonth of Ramadan. They conpl ai ned of
bei ng deprived of the freedom of novenent and religion and said their prayers in
the open. (Ha'aretz, 12 January)
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266. On 27 January, CGovernnent officials denied charges by the Islanm c wagf that
| srael was conducting excavations under the Al -Agsa Msque after clains that new
pl aster work had been discovered in a nearby tunnel. Amr Drori, the Director-
General of the Antiquities Authority, stated that there was no tunnel work under
the Tenple Mount but that workers had plastered walls to strengthen a tunnel for
the use of tourists outside the Od Cty's walls. Tourism M nister Mshe Katsav
al so dism ssed the charges as basel ess. During a press conference held in
Jerusal em on 28 January 1997, however, Shei kh Raed Sal ah, the Mayor of

Umm el Fahm di spl ayed phot ographs showi ng recent plaster work which he clained
showed that |srael was conducting works directly under the Al -Agsa Misque which
were affecting its foundations. He clainmed further that the cemetery of the
Haram had al so been damaged as a result of the excavations. Najah Dkeirat, head
of the Islamc Heritage Association, warned that the digging could cause an
explosion in the Muslimworld. Mhamed Nussei beh, the waqf spokesman, stated
that the whole situation was unclear but indicated that people had becone very
suspi cious of any Israeli excavations under or near the Al -Agsa Mdsque. He
stated, however, that he had personally not seen any damage that he could
attribute to recent Israeli excavations but indicated that the work on the
tunnel opened in Cctober had definitely affected the buil ding above. (Ha' aretz,
27 and 29 January; Jerusal em Post, 28 and 29 January)

267. On 28 January, the President of the Al -Agsa Charitable Society,

Shei kh Ra' ed Sal eh, produced a videotape to prove that fresh excavations were
taki ng place in the south-eastern corner of the holy conmpound. He al so noted
that the southern wall was now used by Jew sh worshi ppers as a place of prayer
inasimlar way as to the Western Vll. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 31 January)

268. On 31 January, sone 3,500 policenen were deployed in the vicinity of the
Al - Agsa Mbsque and nunerous roadbl ocks were set up at the entrances to the Ad
City as 200,000 Muslim worshippers took part in the fourth Friday of Ramadan
prayers. Jerusal em Police sources indicated that 260,000 worshippers had
attended the prayers the week before and explained that the decline in the
nunber of worshippers resulted fromtheir fear of being caught in violent

cl ashes. (Ha'aretz, 2 February)

269. On 7 February, the last Friday of Ramadan, sone 2,500 police and border
police were deployed in East Jerusal emand the Tenple Mount area while the
police presence was stepped up at roadbl ocks | ocated between Jerusal em and t he
West Bank in order to prevent Pal estinians fromthe Wst Bank who did not have
the necessary pernits fromentering the city. Thousands of residents who had
arrived at the roadbl ocks wi thout permts were sent back to the West Bank. 1In a
rel ated devel opnent, |arge nunbers of police and |IDF soldiers were depl oyed
around the Ibrahim Msque in Hebron, preventing worshi ppers fromusing the road
| eading to the town's whol esal e market | ocated near the Avraham Avi nu settler
conpound. No confrontations were reported. (Ha'aretz, 9 February)

270. On 3 March, IDF declared the cities of Jenin, Tulkarm Ramallah, Kalkilya
and Bethl ehem closed mlitary zones for Mislimworshi ppers for fear of

di sturbances in protest against the decision by the Government of Israel to
build a new Jewi sh settlenment in Jabal Abu Ghnei m (Har Homa) in East Jerusal em
(Ha' aretz, 4 March)
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271. On 22 March, the Ibrahim Msque was open for prayers but owing to the
curfew i nposed on the Pal estinian sector of Hebron, only waqf |eaders were
allowed to pray there. (Jerusalem Post, 23 March)

272. On 28 March, it was reported that hundreds of Pal estinian Christians from
Bet hl ehem and Ramal | ah were turned back by Israeli soldiers at roadbl ocks when
they tried to join worshippers in the Ad Cty of Jerusalemfor the Good Friday
cerenonies. They were told that they had no permits to enter Jerusalem (The
Jerusalem Tines, 4 April)

273. On 17 April, the Chief of General Staff, Lt.-Gen. Amon Shahak, all owed 600
Christian famlies and 200 religious |leaders fromthe territories to enter
Jerusalem for the Orthodox Easter celebrations. (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post,

18 April)

(d) Freedom of expression

274. On 20 January, the Muslim Youth Association and the Islamc Charity

Organi zation in Hebron were reopened after being closed for ten nmonths upon the
order of OC Central Command on suspicion of links with Hanas. The authorization
to unseal the welded doors of the offices, located in area H 1 which had been
turned over to the Palestinian Authority the day before, was given by the head
of the Pal estinian preventive security service, Jibril Rajoub. (Ha' aretz,

21 January)

275. On 10 March, |IDF soldiers prevented journalists and tel evision crews from
covering a clash between I DF soldiers and Pal estinians who were denonstrating in
Hebron agai nst the confiscation of their land for the construction of a new
security road near the Kiryat Arba settlenment. When the journalists and
reporters ignored an order to leave the site, soldiers forcibly pushed them
away. Journalists who witnessed the incident stated that several soldiers
attacked a ferale reporter, beat her and threw her to the ground. The woman
fainted and needed nmedical treatnent. Commenting on the incident, the spokesman
of the IDF Central Command stated that the journalist was the one who had caused
the disturbance and indicated that, after nedical treatnent, she woul d be taken
in for questioning on charges of attacking a policeman. On 11 March, |DF troops
continued to prevent journalists from approaching the site where bulldozers were
carrying out ground-levelling work for the paving of the security road.

Pal estini ans whose | and had been confiscated at the order of the OC Centra
Comand were al so prevented fromentering their land by the security forces and
roadbl ocks. (Ha'aretz, 11 March)

276. On 31 March, IDF barred journalists fromentering Tsurif village to watch
the denolition of the home belonging to the Pal estinian suicide bonber who had
bl own hinself up in a Tel Aviv café on 21 March. (JerusalemPost, 1 April)
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3. Information on the activities of settlers affecting the
civilian popul ation

277. On 9 January, it was reported that the Council of Jewi sh Communities in
Judea, Sanmaria (West Bank) and Gaza had recently | aunched a canpaign in order to
draw attention to what it clained were scores of illegal buildings that

Pal esti nians were constructing throughout the territories in an attenpt to
ensure that they came under Pal estinian jurisdiction after the next redepl oynent
stage. (Jerusalem Post, 9 January)

278. On 14 January, a Palestinian living near the Kiryat Arba settlenent
conpl ai ned that he had to nove an old wire fence off his land after settlers had
discarded it there to make way for a new security fence. (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 15 January)

279. On 18 January, an Arab press photographer |odged a conplaint with the
Israeli police after a settler had hit himwith the butt of a rifle and broken
his finger. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 19 January)

280. On 19 January, the Judea and Samaria (West Bank) district police filed a
charge sheet agai nst the spokesman for the Hebron settlers. The settler
spokesman was arrested at the begi nning of Decenmber on charges of pulling down
t he divides separating the prayer halls for Jews and Muslins in the Cave of the
Patriarchs (Ibrahim Msque) and assaulting a policeman who had tried to arrest
him He denied the charges. (Ha'aretz, 20 January)

281. On 22 January, |IDF and the police made a conmmitnment before the H gh Court
of Justice to protect a Pal estinian house near the Kiryat Arba settlenent

agai nst attacks by settlers. The petitioner, Shakar Da'ana, clained that
settlers had been harassing himand his famly for the past 20 years.

M. Da'ana stated that the settlers had caused his fam |y physical and nental
damage, had encroached on their land, thrown stones and bottles on their hone
and repeatedly threatened to kill or expel them (Ha'aretz, 23 January)

282. On 22 January, settlers fromthe Kiryat Arba settlenent and the Kharsinah
Quarter used bulldozers to level vast tracts of agricultural land in the Baqga
area on the north-eastern side of Hebron. The settlers were backed by the arny,
police and officers of the Israeli Cvil Adm nistration. Landowner

Sharif Abdel Rahman estimated that some 15 dununms of |and, including vineyards
and olive groves, had been levelled. (The Jerusalem Tines, 24 January)

283. On 24 January, it was reported that Jewi sh settlers had denolished an ol d
house owned by the Hanpbuz family in the so-called Jewi sh enclave in Hebron
Settlers sources clainmed that the house was denolished in order to nake room for
t he expansi on of the Jewi sh quarter in the city. (The Jerusal em Tines,

24 January)

284. On 30 January, settlers fromHebron laid the foundations for the expansion
of their settlenent in the towmn's Ad Gty. In addition, they cleared the ruins
of an adjacent Arab building that Pal estinians intended to restore. Palestinian
sources suggested that the settlers wanted to take control of the buil ding.
(Ha'aretz, 31 January)
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285. On 13 February, settlers and Pal estinian residents clashed in Hebron when
settlers tried to prevent Pal estinian shopkeepers from opening their businesses
in the town's whol esal e market opposite the Avraham Avi nu settler conpound.
Sone 20 Israeli soldiers arrived at the scene of the confrontation and pushed
back the crowd of sone 100 Pal estinians. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

14 February)

286. On 23 February, a Palestinian female journalist filed a conplaint with the
Jerusalemdistrict police against settlers from Hebron whom she accused of

hum liating her and threatening to rape her in the presence of |IDF soldiers and
border policenen. The police stated that her conplaint would be exam ned.

(Ha' aretz, 24 February)

287. On 2 March, a settler fromthe Itamar settlenment near Nablus disrupted the
work of a first-aid teamgiving resuscitation treatnent to a 45-year-old

Pal estinian man fromthe nearby Marda village who suffered from brai n damage

The inci dent began when the settler arrived on the scene and asked about the
nationality of the patient. Wen he |earned that he was Pal estinian, he shouted

at the paranedics: "Wy are you treating a nurderer?" and "you are nurderers”.
According to the paranedics, the settler approached themand started cursing and
spitting. |In addition, he attacked a policewonan who asked himto | eave the

site. Police reinforcements were dispatched to the scene and three policenen
wer e wounded while trying to overpower the settler. Half an hour later, the

Pal estinian was pronounced dead. A paranedic stated that it was inpossible to
deternm ne whether the results of the resuscitation treatnent would have been
different had the disturbance not occurred. He indicated, however, that

di sturbances and the gathering of a | arge nunber of people had a negative inpact
on the outcome of the resuscitation treatnment. (Ha'aretz, 4 March)

288. On 6 March, settlers fromthe Qdum m settl enent began uprooting the olive
groves in the village of Kufr Qaddoumw th the aimof paving a new road. The
seven-kilonetre road was to connect the settlenent with a historical site

| ocated north of the Pal estinian village, which the settlers claimis of Jew sh
origin. After serious clashes, an agreenent was reached to halt |evelling work.
(The Jerusalem Ti mes, 14 March)

289. On 20 March, five Jewish famlies noved into houses in the East Jerusal em
quarter of Silwan. Silwan is the quarter clained by the settlers to be the
historical site of the Gty of David. The takeover brings to 10 the nunber of
houses in the area seized by extrem st Jew sh groups. According to Pal estinian
statistics, the settlers have succeeded in purchasing 53 houses in Arab
Jerusal em Concerned over the nunber of Arab houses that had fallen into the
hands of extrem st Jewi sh groups, the Miufti of Jerusalemrecently issued a fatwa
prohibiting the sale of real estate to Jews. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 28 March)

290. On 25 March, it was reported that settler children in Hebron were attacking
Arabs with tear-gas canisters given to themby their parents. One Pal estinian
recounted an incident he had witnessed the week before when two 10-year-old
settler children cane across two Arab youths near an |IDF outpost. Wthout any
provocation on the part of the Arabs, they took out their gas canisters and
sprayed the faces of the youths, after which they ran towards the soldiers.

VWhen one of the Arabs fell to the ground, they returned and kicked him The



A/ 52/ 131/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 60

other Arab tried to catch the children but was pushed away by the sol diers.
According to the Hebron settl ement spokesman Noam Arnon, there had been cases of
Arab harassnent of Jew sh boys and girls, including spitting, verbal abuse and
sexual harassment. The spokesman clained that the nunber of cases was on the

ri se and he assuned that parents provided their children with tear-gas canisters
for defence. (Ha'aretz, 25 March)

291. On 7 April, a settler fromDolev (north of Ramallah) shot and wounded two
Pal estinians in Harbata village after his car was hit by stones. One

Pal estinian was injured in the chest and was in serious condition at Ramall ah
Hospital. The other Palestinian was injured in the |eg, although according to
the police, he did not suffer gun wounds but fell when he ran to help the other
Pal estinian. Residents of Harbata clained that the two Pal estinians had not hi ng
to do with the stone-throwing. One resident stated that the incident had
occurred when school children began to throw stones at the settler who then got
out of his car, knelt on one knee and opened fire above their heads. The
settler reportedly returned to his car and drove on. Wen his car was stoned
again several nmetres further on, he opened fire through the front passenger

wi ndow, again got out of the car and opened fire fromb50 netres, this tine
hitting the two Palestinians. Qher residents stated that the settler
frequently drove through their village instead of taking the bypass road. They
claimed that he used to drive through the centre of the village in a provocative
manner, putting pedestrians at risk. |n another incident, the police detained a
settler in Hebron after he had fired warning shots in the air when he was stoned
by a | arge group of Pal estinians near the Cave of the Patriarchs (Ibrahim
Mosque). No injuries were reported. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 8 April)

292. On 8 April, a Palestinian photographer who had w tnessed vi ol ent cl ashes
bet ween Pal estinians and IDF troops in Hebron clained that he saw a settler fire
about 30 bullets fromthe vicinity of Beit Hadasssah towards Shallala Street

bef ore bei ng overpowered by a soldier. (Ha aretz, JerusalemPost, 9 April)

293. On 9 April, the police detained a settler near Ramallah after he had fired
shots in the air. The settler told the police that he had been run off the road
and stoned by a nob of Pal estinians before being rescued by Israeli soldiers.

Pal esti ni an eyew tnesses cl ai mred, however, that the shooting was unprovoked.
Dozens of settlers reportedly protested outside the police station where the
settler was being questioned. (Jerusalem Post, 10 April)

D. Treatnent of detai nees

1. Measures concerning the rel ease of detainees

294. On 9 February, Justice Mnister Tzahi Hanegbi announced his refusal to
recommend pardon for three Pal estinian fermale prisoners whomthe Prine
Mnister's office wanted rel eased. The three wonen were: Su'ad Darw sh,
convicted of the nurder of an Israeli in 1990, \Wafa Misabah, who tried to kill a
border policeman near Jerusalemin 1995; and Nafa G mar, who tried to kill a
prison warden in 1989. (Jerusalem Post, 10 February)
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295. On 11 February, Israel released between 23 and 30 femal e prisoners who had
been arrested before the signing of the 1995 Interim Accord between |Israel and
the Pal estinian Authority. Hundreds of friends and rel atives, including

Pal estinian Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat and other Pal estinian notabl es,

wel coned the freed Pal estinian wonen prisoners as they arrived in Ramallah on
12 February. (Ha'aretz, 11 February; Jerusalem Post, 13 and 14 February)

296. On 11 February, 30 Pal estinian wonmen prisoners were released fromlsrael
prisons and driven in buses to Ramallah. Prisoner Lanmia M rouf was taken

i mediately to Lydda Airport and deported to Brazil where she was reunited with
her daughter. Her husband is serving a life sentence in Israel. The one

remai ning femal e prisoner, who is only 15 years old, continues in detention
after allegedly trying to stab an Israeli policeman. (The Jerusal em Ti nes,

14 February)

297. On 20 April, a founding nmenber of Hamas, Abdel Aziz Rantisi, was rel eased
from Beersheba Prison after serving three-and-a-half years of his seven-year
sentence. M. Rantisi was the spokesman for the 415 Pal estinians from vari ous

I sl ami ¢ novenents who were exiled to Lebanon in Decenber 1992. He was sentenced
by an Israeli court on charges of incitement. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

2. Oher information concerning detainees

298. On 1 January, the H gh Court of Justice criticized IDF for hol ding hearings
on the extension of detention of Pal estinians inside detention facilities. The
Court's criticismcane in response to a petition filed by the Association for
Cvil Rights in Israel demanding that IDF officers in the territories be ordered
to transfer such hearings fromthe detention facilities to mlitary courts. The
| awyer representing the Association clainmed that the hol ding of the hearings
within the detention facilities and the concom tant |ack of openness failed to
show that justice was done. He charged further that IDF did not always arrange
for hearings to be held in the presence of judges or for detainees to benefit
fromthe assistance of |awers. (Ha'aretz, 2 January)

299. On 5 January, a nmenber of the Knesset (Meretz party), Dedi Zuker, called
for an overall revision of adm nistrative detentions and their progressive
abolition, with the exception of extrene cases. M. Zuker, who made his
statenment during a visit to Megiddo Prison where 259 admi nistrative detai nees
were held, revealed that nore than one half of the administrative detainees had
been incarcerated for nore than a year. Anong them 40 had been jailed for nore
than two years while 20 had been detained for three years. M. Zuker observed
that those facts proved that adm nistrative detention had becone a puni shnent
without trial. (Ha'aretz, 6 January)

300. On 8 January, the wife of the former spokesman for the Kach nmovenent

def ended a decision of the Prisons Service to allow her and her children to
spend the Shabbat with her husband in Eyal prison tw ce during the previous two
mont hs. The wonan stated that the decision was backed by the H gh Court of
Justice. By contrast, none of the 35 Arab adm nistrative detai nees detained in
the sane prison received a visit fromtheir famlies. (Jerusal em Post,

9 January)
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301. On 8 January, a date that coincided with Martyrs' Day, the Pal estinian
Prisoners' Society stated that 100 Pal estinian prisoners had died in Israel
prisons since June 1967. The Society indicated that the prisoners had died as a
result of torture, unhealthy conditions in detention, and avoi dabl e di seases.
(The Jerusal em Times, 10 January)

302. On 10 January, it was reported that Amesty International stated in a
docunent that the Governnment of |srael had been condoning the nental and
physical torture of Palestinian prisoners since 1987, using those nethods to
preenpt the activities of arnmed Pal estinian groups. The report disclosed that
hospitalized prisoners were being chained to their beds. (IThe Jerusalem Tines,
10 January)

303. On 12 January, a Palestinian prisoner, R yad Mahnmoud Adwan, died in
Beersheba prison, an isolation prison which is notorious for its bad conditions
of detention. M. Adwan, who suffered fromrespiratory problens, had an attack
which resulted in suffocation. He was not taken inmmediately to the hospital,
since a transfer requires admnistrative arrangenents. (The Jerusal em Ti nes,
17 January)

304. On 2 February, the Gaza-based A-Damir human rights organi zati on stated that
nore than 3,000 Pal estinians continued to be detained in prisons in Israel.
According to the organi zation, the Pal estinians were held in some 12 prisons and
detention facilities inside Israel: 291 were detained without trial; 357 were
under the age of 18; 480 were either ill or old. The list also included 69

I sraeli Arabs who had been arrested for political reasons. (Ha'aretz,

3 February)

305. On 6 February, a senior Palestinian official in charge of prisoners
affairs and the head of the Pal estinian Prisoners' Cub, Issa Karaki, charged
that the Israeli authorities had prevented himfromneeting prisoners in
Ashkel on Prison. According to M. Karaki, the ban boded ill for the upcom ng
tal ks on prisoner release. (Ha'aretz, 7 February)

306. On 9 February, four Pal estinian youths held in Sharon Prison for security-
rel ated offences petitioned the Tel Aviv District Court to order the Prisons
Service to allow themto pursue regular studies in the prison, as was the case
with Israeli youths who were detained for crimnal offences. Their |awer, who
was fromthe International Association for the Rights of the Child, claimed that
the Prisons Service was not fulfilling its duty by enabling Pal estinian youths
detained in Israel to pursue formal and regular studies. According to the

| awyer, the Prisons Service did not have a progranme of studies for security
detai nees or adults, which amounted to discrimnation in conparison with |srael
prisoners. (Ha'aretz, 10 February)

307. On 10 February, it was reported that the High Court of Justice had deci ded
to delay by one week an appeal by a Pal estinian security detainee to allow him
to neet with a lawer and to prohibit GSS fromtorturing him Lawer Lea
Tsenel, who submitted the appeal on behal f of the detainee and the Public
Conmittee Against Torture in Israel, charged that the Court's decision had

voi ded the appeal of any content, practically giving GSS a free hand to torture
t he detainee. The detainee had reportedly been arrested two nonths earlier and

/...
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had been hel d at the Russian Conpound interrogati on wi ng since then on charges
of involvenment with Hamas and of illegal possession of arns. According to the

| awyer, the charges were not sufficiently serious to justify the decision not to
allow the detainee to neet with a lawer. In addition, the detainee's famly
expressed fear that the ban was ainmed at concealing fromthe public the fact
that the detainee was being subjected to torture. 1In a related devel opnent, the
| awyer sent an affidavit to the Justice Mnistry's police investigation division
concer ni ng anot her det ai nee who had been arrested two nonths earlier on the sane
charges. In the affidavit, the detai nee described the torture he had been

subj ected to during GSS interrogation. He stated that during his 30 days of
interrogation, he had been held in the "shabah" position (i.e., seated on a | ow
stool with his hands tied behind his back, his legs tied and a sack over his
head). One night, he had been tied with his hands behind his back to what he
described as the "confession pipe". The pipe was |ocated in an open courtyard
and the detainee had been tied to it and left outside all night to freeze to
death. He stated that on several occasions he had been pinned to the ground
with his hands tied behind his back and his head lifted while interrogators
tranpled on his stomach and chest. He alleged that he had been forced to
performrepeated kneeling exercises and had to count out loud fromone to 200
and backwards, all under the watchful eyes of the interrogators. He added that
the exercises and the interrogati ons were acconpani ed by slaps on the face.

Once, an interrogator named Martin had shaken himviolently on two occasions and
had threatened to hurl the heavy | eg shackles at his head. The detainee stated
that he had broken down and had nmade a confession when his interrogators told
himthat his wife had been arrested, showi ng himher shawl, head scarf and

phot ograph. (Ha'aretz, 10 February)

308. On 14 February, it was reported that 5,000 Pal estinian male prisoners were
still held in Israeli jails, of whoman estimted 600 were detai ned w thout
trial under adm nistrative detention. (The Jerusalem Tines, 14 February)

309. On 16 February, it was reported that a Pal estinian detainee inprisoned in
the Megiddo mlitary detention facility had appealed to the H gh Court of
Justice to oblige Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mordechai to provide all detainees
held in tents with heating equi prment. The petitioner, who had been arrested
three nonths earlier on charges of involvenent with the Popular Front for the

Li berati on of Pal estine, clainmed through a |awer fromthe Pal estinian

Associ ation for Human Rights and the Environment that he and 600 ot her detai nees
were kept in tents that were pitched in open fields and did not provi de any
shelter fromthe wind, cold or rain. (Ha' aretz, 16 February)

310. On 20 February, 1,200 Pal estinian detainees in the Megiddo and Ashkel on
prisons staged a one-day hunger strike to remind the world that |srael continued
to incarcerate 300 admi ni strative detainees without charge or trial. According
to an Israeli mlitary source, a nunber of detainees in other prisons also
joined the strike. Some 600 Pal estinians, nost of whom had been committed for
trial while others were under adm nistrative detention, were being held in
Ashkel on prison. Approximately 600 Pal estinians, half of whom were under

adm nistrative detention, were being detained at the Megiddo mlitary prison

In 1996, 140 detainees had their detention period extended, sone of themfor the
eighth time. (Ha'aretz, 21 February)
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311. On 20 February, the Association of Physicians for Human Ri ghts condemed
the decision by the Mnisterial Cormmttee on GSS to extend by two nonths the
perm ssion given to GSS to use special interrogation nethods agai nst Pal estinian
suspects. The Association charged that it not only legitimzed torture but that
the "ticking bomb" argument did not nmake sense. According to that argunent,
noder at e physi cal pressure was pernitted on detai nees suspected of hol ding
information that would pronptly thwart a nmass attack or prevent great danger

In order to counter the "ticking bonb" argunment, the Association conpiled a
detail ed account of 50 cases of Pal estinians who had appeal ed to the H gh Court
of Justice in 1996 against their torture by GSS. The Association stated that a
| arge nunber of cases had been covered in the daily press and that the period
that had el apsed fromthe arrest of the suspects and the begi nning of torture
until their appeal varied from 10 days to three nonths. According to the

Associ ation, the explanation given by senior GSS officials that the special
interrogati on nmethods were used only in "ticking bomb" cases was fal se or at
best problematic. The Association noted further that in all but three cases of
appeal to the H gh Court of Justice, the Court had issued orders instructing GSS
to stop using special interrogation nethods, which included such procedures as
shaki ng, hangi ng detai nees on a hook attached to a door, tying themup in

pai nful positions, placing nal odorous sacks over their heads, playing |loud nusic
incessantly and subjecting themto sleep deprivation. The Association was of
the opinion that the fact that torture was halted after the appeals proved that
ot her neans existed, apart fromtorture, to guarantee security. Finally, the
Associ ation pointed out that sonme of the petitioners had been rel eased while

ot hers had been placed under administrative detention. 1t concluded that, even
after the torture, GSS could not cone up with reasons to put themon trial
(Ha'aretz, 21 February)

312. On 28 February, a report prepared by the PA Mnistry of Information and the
Prisoners' Society revealed that 83 Palestinians had died in Israeli jails over
the previous 30 years. The report added that 31 Pal estinians had died during
interrogation as a result of physical torture while 15 had been deliberately
killed during protests in prison. Another 6 had died during hunger strikes in
the early 1990s while 21 had died owing to | ack of nedical care. (The Jerusalem
Ti res, 28 February)

313. On 3 March, a report by Defence for Children International (DCl) charged
that 21 Arab boys under 17 were being held at the Abu Kabir police lock-up in a
state of vegetation. The report stated that the minors had absol utely not hing
constructive, educational or positive to do, spent all day in bed and had nobody
to talk to. In addition, their cells were not heated and they were not all owed
visits. In answering the charges, the Tel Aviv police spokesworman stated that
the Abu Kabir | ock-up was not of a design that woul d acconmodate the rights of

t he detai nees and suggested that they should be placed under the care of the
Prisons Service. The Director of DCI, Dr. Philip Veernman, argued in response
that the situation was not much better in the Prisons Service facilities. He
stated that the fact that mnors were being held in cells for 23 hours a day,
was i nhuman and degradi ng puni shment, and that maintaining a facility for
juvenil es which provided absol utely nothing except food and nedi cal care was
shameful . (Jerusal em Post, 3 March)




A/ 52/ 131/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 65

314. On 3 March, the Centre for the Defence of the Individual (CD) wthdrew an
appeal it had filed with the H gh Court of Justice on the previous day
requesting that it order GSS to allow a Pal estinian security detai nee to neet
with a lawer. In the appeal, |awer André Rosenthal clained that banning
det ai nees fromnneeting a |l awer had becone an integral part of GSS interrogation
net hods and infringed on the detainees' rights. The petition was w t hdrawn by
CDI after GSS had agreed to allow the detainee to neet a | awer. The detai nee,
fromthe Shati refugee canp (Gaza Strip), was said to have been interrogated for
a nonth in Shiknma Prison. The CDI representative expressed fears that GSS was
enploying illegal interrogation nmethods agai nst the detainee who had three tines
been i ssued with orders prohibiting himfromnmeeting a | awer. (Ha' aretz,

4 Mar ch)

315. On 14 March, it was reported that, according to the Internationa

Associ ation for the Rights of the Child, detention conditions at the Russian
Compound | ock-up were even worse than those at the Abu Kabir detention facility.
According to the Association, mnors held in the Russian Conpound had nothing to
do and were bored. The report noted that the |ack of occupation |ed the youths
to commt violent acts and that mnors who were under interrogation by GSS were
not permitted to receive famly visits or neet a probation officer. 1t added
that minors conplained that they were given little tinme to play, watch
television or stay in the courtyard. Oher conplaints concerned the |ack of hot
water, lack of heating in the cells and extrenely bad food. The report observed
that the inadequate detention conditions of mnors at the facility constituted a
violation of the international Convention on the Rights of the Child, which

I srael had signed. (Ha'aretz, 14 March)

316. On 14 March, it was reported that Israel's policy of adm nistrative
detention had gai ned new i npetus. A detailed report by the Bethl ehem based
human rights organi zation, the Society of St. Yves, stated that there were at
present 250 administrative detainees, 230 of whomwere in Megiddo Prison while
20 were in the Ashkelon Prison. Many suffered fromvarious illnesses. The
report noted that the detention of 90 Pal estinians had been renewed at | east
three times and that 20 detai nees had been under arrest for over three years,
while four had spent five years in prison and are still not free. According to
the report, Israel had renewed the administrative detention of 37 Pal estinians
who had been slated for rel ease during the nonth of February. O 48 detainees,
only 11 had been released. The renmi nder had had their detention renewed for
the seventh consecutive tine. The report added that while 11 detai nees had been
rel eased, 12 had been pl aced under administrative detention in February. (The
Jerusal em Ti mes, 14 March)

317. On 15 March, the Palestinian Authority's Mnistry of Information appeal ed
to international |egal organizations and the United Nations Children's Fund for
the i medi ate rel ease of 250 minors held in Israeli prisons. (The Jerusalem
Times, 21 March)

318. On 19 March, four soldiers and nine Pal estinian security prisoners suffered
from snoke inhalation during violent riots at the Megiddo Prison. There were

al so di sturbances by hundreds of security prisoners at Nafa Prison near
Beersheva but no injuries were reported. The riots apparently erupted in

prot est agai nst the extension of adm nistrative detention orders of some of the

/...
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prisoners. The disturbances at both prisons were brought under control by the
guards. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 20 March)

319. On 19 March, it was reported that the Al Haq human rights organization had
called for the investigation of an incident in which excessive force was used
agai nst prisoners in Megiddo Prison. The incident occurred after a group of
det ai nees burned a wooden prison cot to protest against a decision to renew the
detention of four persons one day before they were due to be rel eased. Tear

gas, sound bomnbs, rubber bullets and hot water were used agai nst the detainees.
The cl ashes lasted for al nbst seven hours. The Al Hagq statement noted that the
injured, who were transferred to the prison clinic, were verbally abused and
severely beaten by both the soldiers and nedi cal personnel who sent them back to
their cells with additional injuries. (The Jerusalem Tines, 28 March)

320. On 24 March, it was reported that, according to the Association of

Physi cians for Human Rights, the detention conditions at Sharon Prison were
shaneful , endangered the detainees' health and did not neet mninmal United

Nati ons standards for the treatnent of detainees. 1In a recently published
report, the Association clainmed that nmedical treatnent at the prison was | acking
and that overcrowdi ng increased the risk of propagation of infectious di seases.
The Association found that only one doctor visited the three detention
facilities in the Sharon district. As a result, detainees were not exam ned
before their inprisonment unless they were interrogated by GSS. Overcrowding in
the cells constituted a fertile ground for infectious diseases such as vira
jaundi ce, acquired i mmunodefici ency syndrone (AIDS) and tubercul osis. The
report charged that there was no psychiatrist to treat detainees threatening to
commt suicide. Finally, the report stated that detai nees conpl ai ned of bad
food, loss of weight and rejection of their requests for nedical treatnent.

O her conpl aints concerned threats, beating and sexual abuse by other detainees.
(Ha' aretz, 24 March)

321. On 26 March, it was reported that a resident of the Gaza Strip detained by
GSS on suspicion of involvenment in "terrorist” activities by the Islamc Jihad
was staging a hunger strike to protest against his interrogation by

col l aborators. The detainee clained that he had been placed in a cell with two
col | aborators who had interrogated himfor tw days. In an appeal filed with
the H gh Court of Justice on behalf of the detainee, the Centre for the Defence
of the Individual requested that GSS be prohibited from conducting such

interrogations. |t also requested the Court to issue an interiminjunction
pending a final deliberation on the appeal, ordering GSS to i nmediately transfer
the detainee to another cell in which there were collaborators. Finally, the

Court was requested to urgently set a date for the hearing of the detainee.
(Ha'aretz, 26 March)

322. On 30 March, five Palestinian residents of the territories appealed to the
H gh Court of Justice, through the Association for Cvil R ghts in Israel, to
order the authorities to allow themto enter Israel in order to visit their
detained relatives. Their |lawers clainmed that the sweeping policy adopted by
Israel in 1996, under which every Palestinian wishing to visit detainees in

| srael needed a special pernmit issued according to strict criteria for each
visit, unjustifiably harned the fam lies of detainees. One of the petitioners,
a nurse froma village in the Ramal | ah area whose husband had been jailed for

l.o..
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six months pending his sentence, stated that her request for herself and her
three children to enter Israel had been rejected on security grounds. According
to the woman, the long separation fromtheir father was a source of great pain
to her children. Two other fenale petitioners also conplained about the effect
that the policy had had on their children. One wonan, whose husband had been
jailed for five years, told in the affidavit to the Hi gh Court of Justice how
her daughter had to travel alone to Israel since she herself was not allowed to
enter the country. Another petitioner, a 64-year-old paediatrician who had
worked for UNRWA in the West Bank for many years and whose son had been under
adm nistrative detention for one-and-a-half years, had had all but one of his
applications rejected, also on security grounds. The fifth petitioner was a
65-year-ol d woman from Bet hl ehem who had been prevented fromvisiting her son in
Megi ddo Prison for the previous six nonths. (Ha' aretz, 30 March)

323. On 6 April, the Public Conmittee Against Torture petitioned the H gh Court
of Justice to issue an interiminjunction ordering a halt to the interrogation
of a 24-year-old suspected Islamc Jihad activist who had tried to comm t
suicide while in solitary confinenent at the Russian Compound in Jerusalem The
Pal esti ni an, who had attenpted suicide after being interrogated by GSS for some
si x weeks, had been arrested on 18 August 1996 and held in the Megi ddo detention
facility. H s arrest was to end on 17 February but he was instead transferred
to the Russian Conpound for a GSS interrogation. In an affidavit submtted to
the Court, the detainee stated that during the first phase of his interrogation
he had been placed on a small chair with his hands tied behind his back while
his interrogators had played loud nusic. At that stage, he had confessed to
providing services to the Islamc Jihad, including transferring noney to the
fam lies of detainees and sending an envoy to Amman to nmake contact with the
Islami ¢ Jihad. The detainee stated that, after his confession, he was placed in
solitary confinenment and asked to confess to other charges. Wen he told the
interrogators that he did not have any other information, they started to ill-
treat him kicking himand forcing himto perform pai nful exercises. The

detai nee told a hospital psychiatrist that he was under nental pressure because
the interrogators had tried to force himto confess to things he had not done.
(Ha'aretz, 7 April)

324. On 9 April, a 16-year-old Arab youth suffering from serious behavioura

di sorders appealed to the H gh Court of Justice against his detention at the
Ki shon detention facility. The appeal, which was filed through the
International Organization for the Rights of the Child, clainmed that the youth
needed treatnment and that his detention, which had been going on for nine

nmont hs, could harmhim The appeal also clainmed that the youth was detai ned
wi t hout the appropriate orders. (Ha'aretz, 10 April)

325. On 16 April, the H gh Court of Justice rejected a petition by a detained
Hamas "terrorist" against the use by the General Security Service of shaking and
force to elicit his confession during interrogation. The Court accepted the
State's petition that GSS interrogators were entitled to enpl oy special methods
if state security and human lives were at stake. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,

17 April)

326. On 17 April, fierce clashes broke out in Nafha Prison in the Negev after
140 prisoners had been poi soned by the food they were served on the eve of the

/...
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Id al -Adha holiday. The prison authorities had called in the prison police who
i nvaded the cells, using tear gas. Ten prisoners suffered fromtear gas
i nhal ation. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 25 April)

327. On 27 April, it was reported that two residents of Tsurif village had
appeal ed to the H gh Court of Justice to prohibit GSS fromtorturing them They
al so asked the Court to issue an interimorder banning the use of violent

nmet hods of interrogation, pending a deliberation on their appeals. The
det ai nees, who had been arrested on 10 April, claimed through their |awer,
André Rosenthal fromthe Centre for the Protection of the Individual, that they
were placed in painful positions called "shabah" (i.e., seated on a small stoo
with their arns tied behind their backs, their legs tied and a sack over their
heads whil e | oud nmusic was played incessantly). 1In addition, they were placed
against the wall with their hands tied behind their backs and subjected to sleep
deprivation for entire days and nights. Dr. Al -Kadi, the head of the Ahl
Hospital in Hebron and one of the detainees clained that his interrogators had
threatened to break his teeth and castrate him |In addition, he was given only
five mnutes to eat and go to the toilet and was prevented from praying. He
also clainmed that his hands and | egs were swollen as a result of the excessively
tight shackles. The other detainee charged in his appeal that he had been
arrested after rejecting a demand by a GSS interrogator that he collaborate with
the authorities. According to the detainee, he had been already interrogated
for the sane reasons the previous sunmer and had subsequently been rel eased.
(Ha'aretz, 27 April)

E. Annexation and settl| enent

328. On 1 January, the Cvil Admnistration in the Wst Bank bl ocked a
two- kil ometre road which was paved "illegally" by the Kalkilya Minicipality in
order to link the town to the Habla junction. The Gvil Adm nistration
spokesman warned that any violation of construction | aws woul d be dealt with
harshly. (Ha'aretz, 3 January)

329. On 2 January, four residents of the Beit Surik village (Ramallah area) were
arrested by IDF troops after they had tried to physically prevent bull dozers
fromcarrying out ground-levelling work for the expansion of the Har Adar
settlenent. The four residents clainmed that they were the | egal owners of the
land. After their arrest, bulldozers continued the ground-Ievelling work,

i ncluding the uprooting of olive trees under the protection of IDF. According
to the Pal estinian residents, the expansion of the Har Adar settlenment was
carried out on hundreds of dununs of |and belonging to the residents of the
Katana, Beit Surik and Biddu villages. G vil Admnistration sources argued in
response that the work was carried out on state-owned |and. (Ha' aretz,

3 January)

330. On 5 January, the residents of the Beit El settlenent renoved seven nobile
hones they had placed on Har Atris on 3 January 1997, in exchange for a mneeting
wi th Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mordechai to discuss their demands to expand their
settlenent. After the meeting, M. Mrdechai told the press that the needs of

the settlers would be discussed seriously and that answers woul d be forthconi ng.
Settlenment | eaders disclosed that M. Mrdechai verbally prom sed to expand the
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settlenent on land currently being occupied by the adjacent |IDF base and to
establish a permanent |DF presence on Har Atris. (Ha'aretz, 5 and 6 January;
Jerusal em Post, 6 January)

331. On 7 January, dozens of Bedouin fromthe Jahalin tribe, fromsome 45
famlies, protested against a court order for their eviction fromtheir tent
canps near the Maal eh Adumi m settlenment. The 50 denonstrators, including about
a dozen children, stood along the Jerusal em Jericho hi ghway carrying signs
readi ng "The worl d should see the plight of the Jahalin" and "The court decision
is racist". 1In August, the Hi gh Court of Justice ruled that the Jahalin had to
| eave the area where they had been living for several decades. The Court stated
that each famly would be offered a plot near Abu Dis, on the outskirts of
Jerusalem The Jahalin tribe rejected the offer, stating that the I and they

were being offered was | ocated near a garbage dunp. |Israeli Arab Tal eb a- Sanaa,
a nenber of the Knesset, whose ancestors were Bedouin and who joined the
protest, stated that Israel had no right to uproot the Jahalin. "They cannot

bury people alive", he said. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 8 January)

332. On 8 January, a dispute between the Beqaot and Roi settlenents and

Pal esti ni an residents broke out when a nunber of settlers began tilling a 2, 000-
dunum plot of land in the Jordan Valley, which Pal estinians claimed was theirs.
The police intervened and the settlers agreed to stop work until 12 January in
order to give the Pal estinians a chance to prove their ownership clainms. This
was the second | and dispute in the Jordan Valley in a nonth, the other being the
so-cal | ed Yugosl av Experinental Farm near noshav Masua. Israel claimed that the
400- dunum pl ot bel onged to the nmoshav, while the Pal estinians nai ntai ned that
the |l and bel onged to themunder the ternms of the Oslo accords. (Jerusal em Post,
9 January)

333. On 9 January, settlers from Hebron |laid the foundations for a new
residential building in the settlenent's Avraham Avinu quarter. The settl enent
spokesman stated that the construction was neant to show that the settlers were
pl anning to stay in Hebron, devel op their community and bring in nore people.
He stated that the settlenment had all the pernits needed to begin the
construction of the building, which was to conprise 10 apartnents. In another
devel opnent, yeshiva students nmoved into a building in Jerusalems Christian
Quarter that a European Jew had bought sonme six nonths earlier froma Christian
Arab living abroad. (Jerusalem Post, 9 and 10 January)

334. On 10 January, it was reported that a group of 200 Jewi sh fanatics had set
up seven nobile hones on land known as Tel Igritis, in the Ramallah area. The
nmove was a prelude to the intended expansion of the Beit El settlenment, which
settlers had vowed to expand after the killing of two settlers in Novenber 1996
Israeli mlitary intervention forced the settlers to renove the nobile homes and
| eave the hill. Reports, however, indicated that the settlers had agreed to

| eave only after the Mnister of Defence, Yitzhak Mrdechai, had prom sed to
consi der their demands for the expansion of Beit El. After the killing of the
Beit El settlers, Israel decided to grant to the settlenents in the Wst Bank
and Gaza "speci al devel opnent area grade A status", which neant that they would
be eligible for grants and other Government aid to assist in their devel opnment.
(The Jerusal em Ti mes, 10 January)
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335. On 14 January, several dozen Pal estinian residents fromthe Tul karm area
staged a denonstration near the A-Ras village in order to prevent Israeli |and
surveyors fromcarrying out work in an area designated by the G vi

Adm nistration for quarries. The denonstrators, headed by the Tul karm Gover nor
Az A-Din A-Sharif and Pal estinian Legislative Council nenber Dr. Hasan Hari sha,
vowed to protect their land at the cost of their lives. The Israeli Defence
Forces prevented other denmonstrators fromjoining the protest which followed an
i ncident on 12 January in which an Israeli bulldozer had denolished a stone
fence protecting a plot of |and owned by a resident of Tul karm and destroyed
several dununms of land planted with olives, apples and beans. Answering the
accusations of the residents, the Civil Administration stated that the land in
question was state-owned. The Tul karm Governor clai med, however, that of the
10, 000 dununms in the area designated for quarries, only some 150 dununs were
state-owned. The rest was private | and owned by Palestinian famlies or
villages in the area. Palestinian Authority representatives stated that the
concentration of quarries in the area would seriously affect the environnent,
deprive Tulkarmof its last remaining land in the south-east, and harm
agriculture, the villagers' principal source of livelihood. (Ha'aretz,

15 January)

336. On 14 January, the Gvil Adm nistration, aided by hundreds of policenen,
evacuated a Bedouin famly fromthe Jahalin tribe in order to allow for the
expansi on of the Maal eh Adumi m settlenent. The operation was tinmed to be
carried out when only one woman and three children were at the encanprment. The
famly's bel ongi ngs, including their sheep and goats, were | oaded onto trucks,
after which G vil Adm nistration bulldozers destroyed their tin shacks and the
two pens for the aninmals. Later in the day, several dozen Bedouin froma nearby
encanpnent who were not present at the site during the eviction arrived at the
scene to protest. They were pushed away by the police who declared the area a
closed mlitary zone. Sone Bedouin lay on the ground and refused to nove but
wer e dragged away by the police. The evicted famly was given a permanent pl ot
of land sone 500 netres away fromthe Abu D s garbage dunp and was given a

shi pping container to live in. The famly stated that it could not live in a
contai ner without windows and pitched its tent down the hill. The | awer
representing the famly stated that the alternative site was rocky, w ndy and
unfit for human habitation. @Qush Shal omissued a declaration stating that the
Jahalin tribe, which had lived on the site for decades before the establishment
of the Maal eh Adumi m settlenment, had fallen victimto what it described as the
unbridled lust for settlements which destroyed any chance for peace and

di sinherited the poor. (Ha'aretz, 15 January)

337. On 14 January, the National and Islamc Anti-Settlenent Committee organi zed
a protest against an Israeli plan to confiscate the Wadi A-Teen Valley. Tens of
t housands of dununs of |and were targeted for seizure, affecting the incone of
six villages. Two days previously, Israeli bulldozers uprooted some 500 olive
trees in the area |lying between Khirbet Jabara and the village of Ras, |ocated
of f Tul karm (The Jerusalem Tines, 17 January)

338. On 18 January, the Israeli authorities stopped Pal estinian farners, who
were backed by Israeli peace activists, fromplanting olive tree saplings on the
| and bel onging to the villages of Deir Q ddis and Kharbatha in the Ramall ah
area. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 24 January)
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339. On 20 January, the Mal eh Ephrai msettlenent received the final perm ssion
to build sone 60 new housing units, its first approval of construction in six
years. The 60 housing units were reportedly part of a project to built 470
units in the 1700-strong settlenent in the Jordan Valley. The head of the
Maal eh Ephrai m Local Council wel coned the decision, stating that it proved that
the Governnent was not all talk, but action as well. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post,
21 January)

340. On 22 January, an advertisenent sponsored by the Housing Mnistry appeared
in a nunber of newspapers offering some 1,500 housing units in the territories,
the sal e of which had been frozen under the previous Governnent. Al npost 1,500
out of the 3,000 housing units had been sold since Prine M nister

Benj am n Net anyahu had assuned office. Settlenment |eaders stated that the
remai nder had not been sol d because potential buyers were waiting for the

i mpl ement ation of the Governnent's decision to give settlenments "devel opnent
area A" status. The |eaders believed that the Housing Mnistry's decision to
nmar ket the remai ni ng homes heral ded the i nm nent granting of the "devel opnent
area A" status. (Jerusalem Post, 23 January)

341. On 23 January, border policenen detained for interrogation severa
Pal esti ni an | abourers who had been restoring Arab-owned honmes in an area of
Hebron under Israeli control. (Ha' aretz, 24 January)

342. On 24 January, it was reported that Pal estinian sources were concerned
about growi ng settlenent activity around the city of Nablus, the Jordan Valley
in the east, Wadi A-Teen near Tulkarmin the west, and Kharbatha in the centre
sout h-west of Ramallah. A researcher for the group Solidarity International for
Human Ri ghts expl ained that the npbst recent settlenent activity was a
consequence of the US$ 1 billion which the Netanyahu Governnent had al | ocated
for the revival of the settlenent novenent. (The Jerusalem Tines, 24 January)

343. On 26 January, the Gvil Admnistration in the West Bank and | DF uprooted
bet ween 600 and 800 olive saplings in tw villages in the Jenin area. During

t he operation, clashes broke out between the residents and soldiers, and four
residents were arrested. The saplings reportedly had been planted in the
villages a short tine before as part of a canpaign by the Palestinian Authority
and the Land Protection Comrittees ainmed at strengthening the Pal estinian rura
areas, especially those threatened by settlenents. Reports of simlar uprooting
operations were published every week in the Pal estinian media. The G vi

Adm nistration stated that the uprooting was carried out on state-owned | and
only. (Ha'aretz, 27 January)

344. On 26 January, the Intermnisterial Conmttee on Jerusalem Affairs
earmarked an additional NIS 130 mllion for the budget of the Jerusal em

Muni cipality as part of a plan to strengthen Israel's sovereignty in the eastern
part of the city. The funds would be used to inprove the road infrastructure,
the water system set up a new police station and depl oy an additional 400
policemen in East Jerusalem The Conmittee's decision was reportedly the first
to be taken since the change of Governnent. (Ha'aretz, 27 January)

345. On 27 January, sone 200 police and border police evacuated five Bedouin
famlies, nunbering sone 30 persons, fromthe vicinity of the Maal eh Adum m
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settlenent in the second stage of the evacuation of the Jahalin tribe fromthe
area. A nunber of Bedouin from nearby encanpnments joined the famlies at the
site and the nmen put up nostly passive resistance. At |east one man was

forcibly dragged down a hill and five people were reportedly injured. Lawer
Lynda Brayer, who waged what turned out to be a fruitless court battle on behalf
of the Jahalin, stood to the side and said "I tell the famlies not to be

depressed, that the only way the Israelis can do this is through brute force.
They don't have justice or right on their side". Uzi Zerahiya, the head of the
Bet hl enem regi onal office of the Coordinator of the Government's Activities in
the Territories stated that the Bedouin were being renmoved in stages in the hope
that they would see that the Gvil Administration was intent on carrying out the
H gh Court's decision to nove the tribe and would therefore choose to | eave on
their owmn. The new site allotted to the Jahalin was reportedly | ocated

500 nmetres away from Jerusal emis | argest garbage dunp and therefore unfit for
human habi tation, according to environmental studies. Sarah Kam nker, a former
Jerusal em nuni ci pal town planner who identified with the Meretz party, observed
that the Environment Mnistry itself had rules stating that "no human settl enment
shoul d be put up closer than two kilonmetres froma garbage dunmp". She continued
to state that even if the site were environnentally safe, it had to be terraced
so that the Bedouin could put up their tents on a flat surface. Ms. Kam nker
concl uded by stating that half a dunum of |and was not enough for one famly.
(Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post, 28 January)

346. On 27 January, the Hebron Minicipal Council condemmed the decision of |IDF
forbidding Arab construction in the casbah area and called for an energency
meeting to confront what it described as a serious violation of the Hebron
agreement. In a lengthy order witten in Hebrew to which several maps were
attached, the OC Central Command Maj.-Gen. Uzi Dayan prohibited Pal estinians
fromcarrying out construction or renovation work in the areas indicated on the
maps. The purpose of the ban was to prevent any building that m ght pose a
threat to the town's Jewi sh settlenent. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 28 January)

347. On 29 January, the Palestinian Legislative Council, neeting for the first
time, in Hebron, told the Hebron Municipality to ignore the order by |IDF which
prohi bited construction in the casbah area. Hebron Mayor Mistafa Natshe charged
that the ban was a plot against the people of the Ad City. He stated that 122
bui | di ngs, sone of which had been denvolished by arny bull dozers, were affected
by the ban, while Israelis were renovating the yeshiva school near Beit Romano.
The Pal estinian Legislative Council also expressed its concern over |srael

plans to |link the Maal eh Adumi m settlenent |ocated east of Jerusalem to the
Neve Yaacov settlenment. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 30 January)

348. On 29 January, it was reported that the Intermnisterial Conmttee on
Settlements had included an additional 84 settlenents, including the settlenent
in Hebron, in the list of settlements classified as being of national priorities
A and B. The settlenments woul d enjoy advant ageous conditions in the fields of
housi ng, education, enploynent, taxation and welfare. Anong the settlenents
added to the top national priority list were: Emmanuel, Kiryat Arba and
nunerous settlenents located in the areas under the jurisdiction of the |oca
councils of Har Hebron, Mate Binyam n, Samaria and GQush Etzion. The settlenents
included in the national priority B list (which neant that they woul d benefit
fromless financial aid) were Efrat, Ariel, Barkan, Mtzpeh Yericho, Ora and
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Alon Shvut. A total of 123 settlenents beyond the Geen Line currently figured
on the new national priority map, as opposed to the current 39. The CGovernnent
was expected to approve the Committee's decision during the ensuing days.
(Ha'aretz, 29 January)

349. On 6 February, it was reported that the 1997 buil di ng programe of the
Construction and Housing Mnistry included the sale of land for 4,553 housing
units in settlenents in Judea and Samaria (West Bank). Anmong the proposals was
the sale of land for 300 units in Emmanuel (as part of a longer-term schenme to
construct 1,159 homes in that religious settlenent), 200 units in the G vat
Zayit area of Efrat (as part of a broader plan to build 1,122 housing units in
the settlement), 779 units in Ariel, 500 in Al fei Menasheh, 462 in Ofarimand
381 at two sites in Karnei Shonmron. Al though the progranme was said to still be
inits initial stages, Mnistry officials expressed the hope that Construction
and Housing Mnister Meir Porush would soon give his fornmal approval.
(Jerusal em Post, 6 February)

350. On 9 February, a Peace Now foll ow up panel on settlenments charged that
villas in settlenents in the territories were being sold at extrenely | ow
prices, starting fromN S 35,000, with purchasers receiving bonuses totalling up
to 95 per cent of their value. In sonme settlenents such as Harmes, plots were
given to every applicant free of charge as part of "buil d-your-hone" schenes
Peace Now al so indicated that construction was continuing in several settlements
wi t hout appropriate permts. Referring to the panel's report, the Council of
Jewi sh Communities in Judea, Samaria (Wst Bank) and Gaza expl ai ned that the
current Governnent, unlike the fornmer one, had decided on a certain agenda,

whi ch was different fromthat of the former Governnent, and was trying to
mnimze the amount of |and that woul d be handed over to the Pal estinian
Authority. One of the ways to achieve that objective, the Council noted, was to
build settlenents in Judea and Samaria (Wst Bank). (Ha'aretz, 10 February)

351. On 11 February, it was reported that Knesset nmenbers fromthe Third Way and
the National Religious Party had threatened to disrupt the work of the
Government or even topple it, unless Prinme Mnister Benjanm n Netanyahu acted on
various construction projects in Jerusalem Emanuel Zissman (Third Way), one of
t he nobst out spoken nenbers on the issue, stated that the strengthening of
Jerusal em was an essential part of his party's platform The Third Wy
reportedly called for 1,500 housing units and 3,000 hotel roonms to be built in
the area between the Mal eh Adumi m settlement and Jerusalem in addition to
roads and the start of the Har Homa project. (Jerusalem Post, 11 February)

352. On 11 February, 10 Palestinians were slightly injured during clashes with
IDF troops in the Tul karm area. The clashes occurred when dozens of residents
of villages in the area tried to prevent Civil Administration |and surveyors
fromcarrying out surveys near the A-Ras village. The clashes broke out a day
after the Cvil Admnistration had notified the Tul karm Governor of a plan to
turn the A-Ras area into a quarry site. The Palestinians clainmed that quarries
woul d have a negative inpact on the environnment and on their |ivelihood.
(Ha'aretz, 12 February)

353. On 11 February, the Cvil Administration evicted nost of the Jahalin tribe
fromthe Maal eh Adum m area where they had |ived since the 1950s and transferred
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themto a new site near the Abu-Di s garbage dunp. The police resorted to force
when several Bedouin offered passive resistance. Five Bedouin were arrested
while nine were slightly injured and needed nedical treatnment. The eviction
operation was the |argest one to date. Three snall encanpnents were |left at the
site but were expected to be cleared as well. Sone eight famlies lived in the
area, which was in the first stage cleared to allow for the ongoing construction
of a nei ghbourhood of villas. Hundreds of police surrounded the tribe's
encanpnents, declaring the area a closed mlitary zone and giving the Bedouin
two minutes to vacate it. Several dozen nmen lay on the ground hol di ng hands but
wer e dragged away by the police while mlitary policewonen entered tents and tin
shacks and forced out the wonen and children. Several minutes later, foreign
wor kers | oaded the residents' possessions onto trucks, after which three
bul | dozers entered the site and tore down the tribe's tents and shacks. The

| ast Bedouin to be evicted was a 95-year-old nan who was carried out on a
stretcher as his wife was crying out in despair at the policenmen. Later in the
day, 16 other famlies were evicted fromanother site at the entrance to the
Maal eh Adumi m settlenent. Some 160 Bedouin, including 10 |eft-wing activists,
lay on the ground refusing to be evicted but were dragged away by the police and
forcibly put on a bus. Several Bedouin were injured during the confrontation
After the eviction, bulldozers entered the site and tore down the tribe's tin
shacks to a chorus of cheers by school children fromthe Maal eh Adum m
settlenent. (Ha'aretz, 12 February)

354. On 12 February, it was reported that a week before, the G vi

Admi ni stration had evicted two Bedouin famlies fromthe Jordan Valley to
southern Har Hebron. The Civil Adm nistration spokesman stated that the
eviction fromthe Jordan Vall ey had been carried out as part of the G vi
Admi ni stration's ongoing eviction of residents fromfire practice areas.
(Ha'aretz, 12 February)

355. On 13 February, Deputy Education M nister Mdshe Pel ed declared that his
Tsonet party would | eave the Coalition unless the Governnent went ahead with
plans to build Jewi sh homes in East Jerusalem (Jerusal em Post, 14 February)

356. On 13 February, hundreds of residents fromthe Tul karm area cl ashed for the
third consecutive day with I DF soldiers who had been deployed in the region to
enabl e Israeli land surveyors to carry out their work. The residents protested
against a plan to dig six quarries in the area. |DF soldiers responded by
beating the protesters with the butts of their guns and separated them fromthe
surveyors who continued with their work. Two protestors were injured and needed
medi cal treatnent, while two soldiers were slightly injured during the
confrontation. It was reported that an anbul ance coul d not reach the scene of

t he cl ashes because of |DF roadbl ocks. |n another devel opnent, bull dozers
started ground-levelling work for the construction of a new road to the El kanah
settlenent. (Ha'aretz, 14 February)

357. On 14 February, some two hundred persons, including three nmenbers of the
Pal estini an Legislative Council, the Governor of Tul karm and a Peace Now

del egation, staged a denonstration against the building of quarries by Israel
conpanies in the Wadi A-Tin, south-east of Tulkarm Dr. Harishe, a menber of
the Legislative Council, stated that the quarries proved the racist policy of
I srael which did not hesitate to damage the health of Palestinians. "W wll
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not allow the creation of quarries that will affect the future of the villages,
their residents and the health of our children", he warned. The Tul karm
Governor, M. A-Sharif, underlined in his speech that the quarries would affect
t he devel opment possibilities of Tul karmwhose only reserves of free land lay in
the south-east. (Ha'aretz, 16 February)

358. On 18 February, the Mnisterial Commttee on Jerusal em deci ded to proceed
with the construction of two roads in East Jerusal em and the surroundi ng area.
The Conmittee voted to advance the construction of H ghway 45 and H ghway 4

H ghway 45 already extended fromthe Modi'in area eastward, along Beit Horon
and towards the Gvat Ze'ev settlenment. It would now be extended to the

Neve Yaacov settlenent before turning south-east towards the Maal eh Adum m
settlenent. The Conmittee also voted to accelerate plans for the construction
of the Eastern Ring Road in Jerusalem including the Munt Scopus road.
Finally, the Commttee pledged to advance the planning of H ghway 80, with top
priority being given to the stretch fromTel Arad to the M shor Adum m
settlenent. In another devel opnment, Peace Now sent a letter to Prine Mnister
Benj am n Netanyahu protesting plans to extend the Bethl ehem bypass road whi ch
had been opened in Septenber. The novenent stated that w dening the road would
only worsen the strained relations between Israelis and Pal estinians and hanper
the peace tal ks. (Jerusalem Post, 20 February)

359. On 19 February, the Cvil Administration conpleted the eviction of the 300
menbers of the Jahalin tribe fromthe Maal eh Adumi marea to a permanent site on
a hill next to the Abu Dis garbage dunp. Sone 12 fanilies, nunbering sonme 100
Bedoui n, were evicted during the operation. Hundreds of police from Judea and
Samari a (West Bank) evicted the Bedouin who put up passive resistance. Foreign
wor kers cleared the residents' possessions and bul |l dozers tore down their tents
and tin shacks. (Ha'aretz, 20 February)

360. On 19 February, the Defence Mnistry rejected clains that new settlements
were being built in Judea and Samaria (West Bank). The Mnistry's statenent
canme in response to a report which appeared in the Ma' ariv daily newspaper
whereby Kfar Oranim near the Lapid settlenent, was the first new settlenent to
be built in Judea and Samaria (Wst Bank) since 1992. The article described
Kfar Oranim situated on a hilltop west of Lapid, as a new settlenment with 50
villas waiting to be inhabited. The report also |listed sone 60 other

settl enents where houses and apartnents were being built, suggesting that a
bui | di ng boom was under way in Judea and Samaria (West Bank). (Jerusal em Post,
20 February)

361. On 25 February, hundreds of Pal estinians protested at Har Homa agai nst the
Governnment's plans to build a Jewi sh settlenent on the site | ocated between two
Arab villages in south-eastern Jerusalem Sone protesters waved signs reading
"Jabal Abu Ghneimw ||l not become Har Homa". The aninosity towards the project
was aggravated further by the Pal estinian perception that Israel was seeking to
reduce the Arab popul ation of the city by confiscating the Jerusalemidentity
cards of any Pal estinian who had acquired foreign citizenship or noved outside
Jerusal em nuni ci pal boundaries. Feisal Husseini, the Palestinian Authority's
official in charge of Jerusalem Affairs, accused the Governnent of attenpting to
cut off East Jerusalemfromthe Wst Bank and separate its residents fromtheir
institutions in order to Judaize the city. He added that the CGovernnent worked
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on the expul sion of residents of East Jerusal em by creating housing shortages
and then confiscating the residents' identity cards on the grounds that they did
not live in the city any nore. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 26 February)

362. On 26 February, the Mnisterial Commttee on Jerusal em headed by Prime

M ni st er Benj am n Netanyahu unani mously approved the construction of sone 2,500
housing units for Jews in the Har Homa area of south-eastern Jerusal em despite
sweepi ng opposition by Palestinians and the Arab world. The project was
expected to increase Jerusalem s settler popul ation by sone 25,000 persons.

Foll owi ng the decision, Prime Mnister Benjam n Netanyahu stated that the

Pal esti ni ans and the whole world had to understand that since the change of
Governnent, there had been a change in Israel's approach regardi ng Jerusal em and
that Israel would refuse to return to the 1967 borders or agree to the creation
of a Palestinian state. Finally, M. Netanyahu warned that should viol ence
break out again, Israel would not continue with the peace process. (Ha' aretz,
26 and 27 February; Jerusal em Post, 26 February)

363. On 26 February, it was reported that yeshiva students fromthe mlitary
preparatory college at the Eli settlenent had taken over a hilltop in Samaria as
a first step towards turning it into a settlenment. The nove was reportedly part
of a Defence Mnistry plan for national endeavours aimed at instilling
nmotivation in the Israeli youth. According to the Defence Mnistry, the
nationalistic plan was ai med at encouragi ng youth to take part in national and
security mssions and strengthening their appreciation of settlenent.
(Jerusal em Post, 26 February)

364. On 26 February, some 1,000 Pal estinians fromthe Tul karm area responded to
a call by the Palestinian Land Protection Conmttees and took part in
denonstrati ons agai nst the digging of quarries south-east of Tul karm The
Israeli Defence Force did not prevent the protestors fromreaching the area
since it was not declared a closed nmlitary zone, as had been the case on

previ ous occasions. The Palestinians clained that the quarries would cause
consi der abl e environnental damage, harmthe econony of the nearby villages and
bl ock the devel opment of Tulkarm The G vil Administration and the arnmy argued
in response that Israel had the right to turn area Cinto a quarry. In
addition, Israel clainmed that quarries conplied with the criteria of mninma
envi ronnental damage. (Ha'aretz, 27 February)

365. On 27 February, some 1,500 denonstrators took part in a protest march

agai nst the construction of the Har Homa settlenment in East Jerusalem The
denonstrators set out fromthe Beit Sahur Town Hall to Jabal Abu Ghneim where
the settlement was to be built. Anong the participants were Pal estini ans whose
| and had been confiscated to allow for the planned construction, nenbers of the
Pal estinian Legi slative Council fromthe Bethl ehem area and Fatah activists, as
wel | as nenbers of various organizations from Bet hl ehem and Beit Sahur. 1In a
rel at ed devel opnent, Hamas issued a statenment warning |srael that construction
in Har Homa would |l ead to an outbreak of violence and the end of nmany nonths of
calm (Ha'aretz, 28 February)

366. On 28 February, IDF soldiers and police forced sone 150 Pal estinians to
| eave the area of the so-called Yugoslav Experinental Farmin the Jordan Vall ey.
The area had been the scene of several clashes in the past. Shortly before the
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Hebron redepl oynent, |IDF declared the farma closed mlitary zone. Palestinians
clained that the | and bel onged to them under the Gsl o accords which stipul ated
that all experimental farnms in the territories would be handed over to the

Pal estinians. Israel nmmintained, however, that the area had ceased to be an
experinental farmin 1988, when it was turned over to the World Zioni st
Organi zation's settlenment division. |n 1994, the farm becane part of noshav

Masua. (Jerusal em Post, 2 March)

367. On 3 March, it was reported that Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mrdechai had
recently allowed the drawing up of a master plan concerning 10,000 dununs of

l and, the aimof which was to |link the Maal eh Adumim settlenent to Jerusal em
and which was to be submtted to the Judea and Samaria (West Bank) H gher

Pl anning Committee. The plan envisaged the construction of 1,500 housing units
and 3,000 hotel roonms between the settlenent and Jerusalem (Ha'aretz, 3 March)

368. On 4 March, it was reported that the Jordan Valley Regional Council was in
the m dst of a canpaign to encourage the Israeli population to settle in the
regi on. Launched under the slogan "The Jordan Valley - a strip of
opportunities”, the canpai gn proposed that 259 new houses be built in six to

ei ght settlenents during 1997, in addition to the 50 houses that had al ready
been built and were ready for rental or sale. An additional 359 houses were
said to still be in the planning stages, pending approval. Future residents
were expected to receive grants and | oans to cover nost of the cost, predicted
to be around NI'S 207,000 for a 130-square-netre house on a hal f-dunum pl ot of
land. In addition, the canpaign included plans for the building of a
2,000-dunumindustrial site, in cooperation with the Maal eh Ephrai msettl ement.
The canpai gn announced further that the Judea and Sanmaria College in the Ariel
settl enent would open a local branch in Maal eh Ephraimin Cctober. O her
approved pl ans concerned the devel opnment of a beach north of the Dead Sea and
the construction of five hotels. The head of the Jordan Valley Regi onal Counci
stated that the Governnent had already approved an additional NIS 168 mllion
for the region for 1997. (Jerusalem Post, 4 March)

369. On 4 March, it was reported that the budget of religious colleges, nost of
which were located in the territories, would be increased 14 times, reaching a
total of NNS 6 mllion. (Ha'aretz, 4 March)

370. On 7 March, sone 2,000 protesters marched towards Har Homa. The marchers,
who had started out froma school in Beit Sahur, shouted slogans including
"Shane on Netanyahu" but were stopped by a line of soldiers and policenen on a
hilltop opposite Har Homa. Marwan Barghouti, the head of the Fatah in the West
Bank and a menber of the Pal estinian Legislative Council, stated that the
turnout was relatively | ow because 23 buses had been stopped at roadbl ocks north
of Jerusalem Faisal Husseini, who called on the protesters not to clash with
the soldiers, expressed the hope that Israel would reverse its decision to build
at Jabal Abu Ghneim stop confiscating identity cards in East Jerusalem stop
denol i shing Pal estinian homes and stop isolating the West Bank fromthe Gaza
Strip. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 9 March)

371. On 9 March, Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mrdechai visited the Karm Tzur
settlenent and assured its residents that the 1.5-kilonetre road | eading to the
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settlenent would remain in area C, which was under exclusive |Israeli control
(Jerusal em Post, 11 March)

372. On 9 March, a neeting of all Palestinian political groups in Gaza
established a joint PLO Islanmic committee to resist Israel's policy of
settlenent and | and expropriation. The neeting was arranged by the Islamc
Conmittee Against Settlenments, one of the four offices ordered closed in
Jerusalem as well as the Palestinian Authority. (Jerusalem Post, 10 March)

373. On 10 March, about 100 Pal estinians clashed with 150 soldiers in Hebron
during an incident in which the Palestinians tried to stop bulldozers from
clearing the way for a new road that would connect the Kiryat Arba settlenent to
the Israeli-controlled part of Hebron. The soldiers used force against nen,
worren and children, injuring 12 people with clubs and rifle butts. At |east
five Pal estinians were detained. Palestinians stated that the clashes erupted
when Israeli bull dozers began pl oughing through their vineyards and al nrond and
olive groves. The Israeli Defence Forces declared the area a closed mlitary
zone. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 11 March)

374. On 10 March, five Bedouin famlies were ordered to | eave the Hima area in
the northern Jordan Valley. The famlies refused to conmply with the order of
the CGvil Adm nistrator who did not hand thema witten eviction notice but only
notified themorally. The famlies live a few hundred netres away from Mehol a,
the first settlenment built by Israel after the June 1967 War. (The Jerusal em

Ti mres, 14 March)

375. On 11 March, a group of Pal estinians nmanaged to halt excavation on G vat
Hazayit on the outskirts of the Efrat settlenent. The incident reportedly
occurred when 10 Pal estinians arrived at the site and tried to stop two

bul | dozers, threatening to kill one of the workers. Police and |IDF troops
arrived on the scene, forced the Pal estinians to | eave the site and denmanded
that all work be stopped until they saw a copy of a court order authorizing the
construction. According to one settler, 400 houses were slated for construction
on the site and the project had received all the necessary authorizations and
permits. He stated further that, in the past, Palestinians fromthe surrounding
villages had petitioned the H gh Court claimng that settlers fromEfrat were
buil ding on Palestinian land. Al of their clains had, however, been rejected
by the Court as false. In another devel opnent, bulldozers continued work on a
security road in the western sector of the Kiryat Arba settlenment. The

Pal estinian Authority clainmed that the bull dozers were tearing down vineyards,
and al nond and olive groves. The area was declared a closed mlitary zone on

10 March after 150 Pal estinians rioted there and clashed with |IDF soldiers in an
attenpt to stop bulldozers fromclearing the way for the security road.
(Jerusal em Post, 12 March)

376. On 14 March, it was reported that, for the third consecutive day, |srael

bul | dozers were levelling | and east of Hebron in preparation for the buil ding of
a road that would Iink the Kiryat Arba settlement with the Ad Cty of Hebron
Pal esti nians who |ived between Kiryat Arba and the old part of Hebron expressed
fear that the new settler road would create circunstances that would force them
to |l eave their hones. 1In the neantinme, |andowners had reported extensive damage
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to their land which was mainly used for agricultural purposes. (The Jerusal em
Ti mres, 14 March)

377. On 14 NMarch, it was reported that Pal estinian |ivestock owners who lived in
the Jordan Valley, in the perineter covering the hilly areas near Tubas, Tanous
and Nassiryeh east of Nablus and down to Jericho in the south, had been handed
eviction notices. The neasure was perceived as part of an Israeli campaign to
clear the area of its sparse Arab popul ation and take control of water sources
and of the plains for the purpose of settlenent expansion. (The Jerusalem
Times, 14 March)

378. On 17 March, at a press conference in Jerusalem the Peace Now novenent
presented a periodic report covering changes in settlenent trends since the

Net anyahu Government cane to office. According to the report, Defence Mnister
Yi t zhak Mordechai had i ssued construction permits for nore than 4,000 housing
units in Kiryat Sefer, Maleh Adumim the Jordan Valley and Emmanuel. In
addition, 3,000 apartments, the sale of which had been frozen by the Rabin
CGovernment, had been placed on the market. The report also indicated that the
nunber of settlers had increased from 137,000 at the beginning of 1996 to sone
150,000 at the end of that year, representing a 9.4 per cent increase. The
nunber of births in settlenents over the sanme period was 4,661, which neant that
t he popul ati on increase of some 9,000 resulted fromthe arrival of new settlers.
According to "Peace Now', however, the nost significant change had been the
large increase in the budgets allocated for settlenents. (Ha'aretz, 18 March)

379. On 18 March, it was reported that since md-February the Interior Mnistry
had been sending letters to hundreds of Pal estinian holders of Israeli identity
cards who lived outside the nunicipal borders of Jerusalem notifying themthat
their right to reside in Jerusal em had been abolished. According to estimates
of human rights organi zations, the policy of confiscation of identity cards
affected sone 50, 000 Pal estinian Jerusal emtes, nost of whomlived in the Wst
Bank. For Pal estinians, the loss of the blue Israeli identity card neant the
loss of their right to nove freely within the Green Line, including East
Jerusalem the loss of their right to work and live in the Gty or to visit it,
as well as their right to register their children as its residents. 1In a
coment on the neasure, Ingrid Jaradat, Director of the Residency Project at the
Alternative Information Centre, stated that the Interior Mnister had never

decl ared that the Wst Bank was not part of the State of Israel and that

Pal esti ni ans who noved there risked losing their identity cards. "lsrael", she
said, "wants to deci de about the denobgraphic situation in Jerusal emand reduce
its Pal estinian population before the final status negotiations". (Ha'aretz,
17 March)

380. On 18 March, am d a chorus of condemmation fromthe internationa
community, construction finally began on Har Homa. A Housing Mnistry
spokesman, Mshe Eil at, announced that the first hones could be ready for
habitation as early as 1999. The first stage included the construction of some

2,400 homes, with another 4,000 to be built in the next stage. In a statenent
to Pal estine Radi o, Yasser Arafat called on Pal estinians not to commt violent
acts and not to be dragged into themby Israel. Nevertheless, about 50

Pal esti ni an youths hurl ed stones from Umm Tuba, at the edge of the construction
site. They also burned tyres and bl ocked a road. A handful of youths also
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scuffled with troops at another nearby site. Massive security forces, including
arnmy helicopters circling overhead, were deployed throughout the area in case of
di sturbances by protesting Palestinians. (Ha' aretz, Jerusalem Post, 19 March)

381. On 19 March, the Hi gh Court of Justice rejected two petitions for a halt to
construction at Har Homa as earth-noving machi nery conti nued excavati ons on the
Jerusalemhilltop site. After hearing argunents that city planners had only
consi dered the needs of the city's Jew sh residents, however, the justices asked
the Governnment to submit within 60 days an explanation of its planning decision
The petitions were filed on 4 March by 29 Pal estinians fromthe Urm Tuba and
Beit Sahur villages whose | and had been confiscated in 1991 to allow for the
construction of the Har Homa nei ghbourhood, as well as the by the Ir Shal em
associ ation. The petitioners clainmed that about one third of the land in East
Jerusal em - nore than 23,000 dununms of some 70,000 - had been confiscated since
1967. Al of the expropriations had been carried out in areas popul ated by
Arabs and the vast mgjority of |land was Arab-owned. More than 40,000 housing
units had been constructed on the confiscated |and, for the Jew sh popul ation
only. Not one housing unit for the Arab population was built on the land. The
petitioners also claimed that, of the total |and of East Jerusal em (sonme

70.5 square kilometres), only some six square kilonmetres were subject to

construction. In those areas, there were so many | egal, econom c and pl anning
obstacles that in nost cases the possibility of receiving a construction permt
becane purely theoretical. (Ha'aretz, Jerusal em Post, 20 March)

382. On 19 March, five Jewish famlies noved into the Gty of David area in
Jerusal em s Arab nei ghbourhood of Silwan. The famlies noved in acconpani ed by
Knesset nenber Hanan Porat and a contingent of 10 private guards. According to
the police, the nove was | egal and no action was expected to be taken agai nst
the famlies. The houses had been purchased froma private owner six nonths
earlier by the Elad organization. According to the organization' s spokesnan,
the nmove was part of the ongoing effort by Elad to settle the entire area where
King David had once had his hone at the tinme of the construction of the First
Tenpl e. The spokesman al so indicated that the group woul d enter another house
in the next three to four nonths. There were reportedly about 30 Jew sh
famlies, consisting of 70 people, who lived in the Cty of David, in addition
to 30 yeshiva students who studied there during the day. (Ha' aretz, Jerusal em
Post, 21 March)

383. On 3 April, the Housing Mnistry announced the rel aunching of a canpaign

ai mred at hel ping the buyers of new apartnments in 110 settlenents. As part of

t he canpai gn, the buyers entitled to the benefits would receive an additiona
nortgage, varying fromN S 10,000 to 50,000 per famly. 1In a related

devel opnent, an additional 84 settlenents were officially defined as devel opnent
areas A and B. (Ha'aretz, 4 April)

384. On 4 April, it was reported that Defence M nister Yitzhak Mrdechai had
approved construction plans for the settlements of Gani m and Shaarei Ti kvah
The pl ans envi saged the construction of 310 housing units in Ganim (Jenin area)
and 48 housing units in Shaarei Tikvah (located in the western part of the West
Bank). (Ha'aretz, 4 April)
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385. On 9 April, the B tselemhuman rights organi zation, together with the
Centre for the Defence of the Individual, issued a report accusing the

Governnment of Israel of carrying out a quiet deportation of Pal estinian
residents of East Jerusalem "By neans of |aws, regul ations, verdicts and

adm nistrative stratageni, the report charged, "thousands of Pal estinians are
expelled fromtheir homes. They are obliged to give up their social rights,
abandon their famlies and start their lives el sewhere". The 43-page report,
entitled "The qui et deportation", charged that the Interior Mnistry was

i mpl ementing its new policy of taking away the right of Palestinians to live in
Jerusal em by enforcing the Law of Entry into Israel which considered Pal estinian
residents of the city as immgrants. The report remarked that considering East
Jerusal emresidents as foreigners who entered Israel was perplexing, since it
was |srael which had entered East Jerusalemin 1967. The report stated that,
since 1967, the Interior Mnistry had recogni zed de facto the residency right of
Pal estinian residents of East Jerusal emwho had noved to the territories or
stayed abroad for long periods, as long as they returned to Jerusalemto renew
their permits on time. Nowadays, however, the Mnistry was taking away their
right to live in Jerusalemand was retroactively applying its new policy to
persons who had innocently planned their |ives according to the previous policy.
The report's authors protested that the Interior Mnistry had never warned East
Jerusal em hol ders of Israeli blue identity cards that they risked |losing their
identity cards when noving to the territories (including the suburbs around

Jerusalem). "Because of lack of clarity of the new policy", the report charged,
"tens of thousands of Palestinians live in uncertainty as to their status and
future in the city". The report's authors also protested against the

di scrimnation between Pal estinian permanent residents of East Jerusal em and
ot her permanent residents who had noved to live in settlenments in the
territories without losing their rights. The report observed that the reason
why thousands of Jerusal em Arabs had chosen to live outside the city's borders
was not voluntary but the result of Israeli building policies. The report
stated that in conparison with the massive construction for the Jew sh

popul ation, few buildings were constructed for Pal estinians, and nostly by
private construction. The report stated that as a result of that policy, the
housi ng shortage anong the Pal estinian popul ati on of Jerusalemcurrently
exceeded 20,000 housing units, raising rental prices in the Arab areas.

B'tsel emestimated that 70,000 Palestinians with Israeli identity cards were
living outside Jerusal emand could therefore | ose their residency rights. The
Interior Mnistry countered the charges contained in the report, noting that
Jerusalemresidents had the right to apply for Israeli citizenship and those who
had not taken it fell under the regulations concerning all other permanent
residents who lived in the State of Israel. The Mnistry estimted that 600
Pal estinians had |l ost their identity cards by living outside Jerusal emor by
taking foreign citizenship. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 8 April)

386. On 10 April, it was reported that the devel opment departnment of the
Mnistry of Industry and Trade had begun works ai ned at expandi ng the Barkan

i ndustrial zone by 520 dunums. The Barkan industrial zone, |ocated near the
Ariel settlenment, was believed to be the largest Israeli industrial zone in the
West Bank. (Ha'aretz, 10 April)

387. On 11 April, it was reported that half of the |land owned by the villages of
Um Tuba and Sur Baher on the southern outskirts of Jerusal em had been mar ked off

/...
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as green areas under the nmaster plan of Jerusalem Miunicipality. The |and was
adj acent to Jabal Abu Ghneim where Israel has begun to establish the building
of a new settlenent, Har Horma. (The Jerusalem Tines, 11 April)

388. On 17 April, it was reported that the peaceful protesters atop Jabal Deek
had reached the end of their first nonth. The Pal estinian canp was set up on
Jabal Deek as collective peaceful protest in response to Israel's settlenent
policy which planned to turn the nei ghbouring Jabal Abu Ghneimhill into a
Jewi sh settlenment. (The Jerusalem Tinmes, 17 April)

389. On 24 April, clashes broke out between |IDF soldiers and Pal estinian
denonstrators who tried to prevent Gush Katif settlers from expanding their
settl enent on Pal estinian |and near Khan Younis. Soldiers reportedly opened
fire at the denonstrators and nade several arrests. (Ha'aretz, 25 April)

390. On 25 April, it was reported that Israel was going ahead with plans to

cl ear several Palestinian areas of their Bedouin population. The areas affected
were the Jordan Valley and the terrain around Khan Al Ahmar, on the eastern
outskirts of Jerusalem Sone 122 Bedouin famlies had been served with notices
over the previous two weeks. In the Jerusalem area, the Sawahrah Arabs had been
instructed to |l eave the grazing fields they used in the Khan Al Ahmar area on
the Jerusal em Jericho road which was adjacent to the Maal eh Adum m settl| enent.

I srael al so nmade noves to evict the Bedouin popul ati on of Ta'anreh and Rashai deh
in the area south-east of Bethlehem |In the Jordan Valley, |IDF served eviction
notices to 20 famlies living in makeshift shelters in the area of Tanobun. The
soldiers then tore down their shelters. The shepherds were al so ordered to hand
intheir identity cards. (The Jerusalem Tines, 25 April)

391. On 28 April, Palestinians in the Gaza Strip held denonstrations near the
Kfar Yam settlenent in order to protest against the confiscation of Palestinian-
owned land in order to allow for the construction of ranparts around the Gush
Katif settlenments. The ranparts were to protect the settlements in the event of
attacks by Palestinians. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 29 April)

392. On 30 April, it was reported that the GCvil Admnistration had advertised a
project ained at expanding the Efrat settlement by sonme 220 dunums. A woman, a
menber of the Efrat Council, stated that in 1991 the settlenent had received

5,000 dununms of state-owned |and fromthe Government. She indicated that only
1, 000 had been devel oped so far, apart from some 500 dununs whi ch were being
devel oped on Har Hazayit. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 1 My)

393. On 30 April, it was reported that the Defence Mnistry had prepared a pl an
amounting to nore than US$ 1 billion for the construction of new bypass roads in
t he aut ononobus areas and the West Bank. Further confiscation of Palestinian

l and was to be expected in case the plan was approved. Avi Benayahu, nedia
coordi nator for Defence Mnister Yitzhak Mrdechai, refused to commrent on the
report, stating only that since the Madrid Conference and Gsl o tal ks, a network
of bypass roads had been planned in order to solve security problenms and prevent
friction between Israelis and Palestinians. (Ha'aretz, 30 April; Jerusal em
Post, 1 May)
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394. On 30 April, the Governnent of Israel gave the green light to settlers in
t he Bet hl ehem area to expand the Efrat settlenent at the expense of the villages
of Al Kadr and Artas. |Israel also began expanding the Adam settl ement on the
nort h-eastern outskirts of Jerusalemat the expense of the villages of H zma and
Anata. In a separate devel opnent, it was reported that |srael had agreed to

halt plans to expand the Kfar Yam settlenent and to renmpbve the dirt mounds it
had piled up at the Tuffah checkpoi nt which separates the town of Khan Yunis
fromthe Mawasi enclave. The enclave leads into the Israeli-controlled
settlenent area of Gush Katif. (The Jerusalem Tines, 2 Muy)

F. Information concerning the occupied Syrian Arab Gol an

395. On 6 January, deputy Housing M nister Meir Porush announced a decision to
all ow the construction of an additional 200 housing units in the Katzrin
settlenent in 1997. The planned housing project was in addition to both the

96 housing units that had been put out to tender a week before and to the plans
for the construction of 35 housing units as part of the buil d-your-hone project.
The head of the Katzrin Local Council expressed confidence that the planned
housi ng units would be in high demand. Benefits for settlers in the Gol an

Hei ght s i ncl uded bonuses anobunting to NI'S 50,000, as well as advant ageous

nort gages of up to 95 per cent of the asset value. There were reportedly sone
500 housing units in the planning and construction stages in the Katzrin
settlenent. (Ha'aretz, 7 January)

396. On 18 January, the French daily newspaper Le Figaro quoted Prine Mnister
Benj ami n Net anyahu as stating that the future of the Golan was not negoti abl e.
In an interview with the newspaper, M. Netanyahu stated that the Golan Hei ghts
had to remain under Israeli control because of its strategic, historical and
econom c i nportance. (Jerusalem Post, 19 January)

397. On 23 January, it was reported that the police and the General Security
Service had arrested five Druze fromthe Gol an Heights on suspicion of being
behi nd a recent wave of arson attacks in the region, including two incidents in
whi ch petrol bonmbs had been thrown at |IDF patrols. The suspects, who were from
the Maj dal Shans vill age, had been arrested two weeks before, but the Acre

Magi strate's Court had inposed a publicity ban on the case. The ban was lifted
on 22 January when police affirmed that the five suspects, two of whom were
juveniles, had confessed to involvenent in the nationalistic attacks.
(Jerusal em Post, 23 January)

398. On 13 February, Syrian flags were rai sed over schools and houses in the

ol an Heights vill ages of Mjdal Shans, Bukata and Mas' ada as residents prepared
to mark the anniversary of their 1982 general strike against Israel's annexation
of the Golan and their being issued with Israeli identity cards. Schools in the
vill ages were closed as dozens of pupils took part in a parade in the main
square of Majdal Shanms. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 14 February)

399. On 14 February, Colan Heights Druze nmarked the 15th anniversary of their
general strike against the extension of Israeli lawto the region. Shops,
school s and businesses in the villages were closed and nost of the residents did
not go to work. Police were on duty in Majdal Shanms and other villages in case

/...
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of disturbances, but the day passed quietly. On the Syrian side of the border
opposi te Majdal Shans, a stage was erected and Druze and Syrian officials
shout ed nmessages of support and encouragenent to the residents of the Gol an
Heights village. (Ha'aretz, Jerusalem Post, 16 February)

400. On 2 March, it was reported that Prime M nister Benjam n Netanyahu had
agreed to President Bill dinton's personal request made during their Wite
House neeting in February to recogni ze Security Council resolution 242 (1967) of
22 Novenber 1967 as being applicable to the Gol an Heights. According to
political sources, however, M. Netanyahu added a proviso to his concession

that Israel retain its traditional interpretation of the resolution, that is,
that it nmeant to relinquish sone but not necessarily all of the territory. By
contrast, Yitzhak Rabin had infornmed President dinton a few years before that
he woul d cede the entire Golan up to the 4 June 1967 border |ines under adequate
security arrangenents. Syrian officials insisted that such a conmtnment had
been conveyed to themby Israeli interlocutors and therefore constituted an
agreenent. M. Netanyahu, however, has firmy rejected any return to those
borders. (Jerusalem Post, 2 March)

401. On 23 March, a resident of Mjdal Shans village was arrested on suspicion
of throwing a firebonb a day earlier at an IDF jeep near what is known as the
Shouting HIl, on the outskirts of that CGolan Heights village. The suspect was
i nterrogated by security personnel and admitted to throwi ng the firebonb.

(Ha' aretz, Jerusal em Post, 24 March)




