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Letter dated 18 April 1997 fromthe Pernmnent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

I have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent issued on
17 April 1997 by the Presidency of the European Union on Sri Lanka.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under item 82 of the
prelimnary list.

(Signed) N H BIEGVAN
Per manent Representative of the
Net herl ands to the United Nations
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent issued on 17 April 1997 by the Presidency of the
Eur opean Union on Sri lLanka

The European Uni on wel cones the exchange of letters between the President
of Sri Lanka and the | eader of the opposition on a bipartisan approach to the
ethnic conflict in that country. The European Union congratul ates the two
Sri Lankan |l eaders on their political courage and far-sighted statesnanship.

The European Uni on believes that this exchange offers a constructive
approach to the problens facing Sri Lanka and a prom se of consistency for the
future, regardl ess of changes in governnment. The European Union hopes that this
exchange will be inplenented in good faith and will contribute to a building of
confi dence between the different parties and to an ending of confrontationa
politics in Sri Lanka.

The European Uni on al so hopes that the exchange will contribute to a
nati onal agreenent to ensure peace and a lasting and fair settlenment to the
conflict, which has inpeded the country's devel opnent and taken such a heavy
toll of lives and resources anong Sri Lankans of every origin

The European Union shall assist, where possible, reconstruction and
rehabilitation efforts in the north and east, in particular Jaffna, taking into
account the prevailing conditions for successful inplenmentation of
reconstruction efforts in the peninsul a.

The Central and Eastern European countries associ ated with the European
Uni on, the associated country Cyprus and the European Free Trade Associ ation
countries, Ilceland and Norway, nenbers of the European Economic Area align
thensel ves with this statenent.



