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Letter dated 18 April 1997 fromthe Pernmnent Representative
of the Netherlands to the United Nations addressed to the
Secretary-Genera

| have the honour to draw your attention to the statenent on Zaire nade on
10 April 1997 by the Presidency of the European Union (see annex).

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annex circul ated as a docunment of the General Assenbly, under item 82 of the
prelimnary list, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) N H BIEGWN
Per manent Representative
of the Netherlands to
the United Nations

* A/ 52/50.
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ANNEX
[Oiginal: English and French]

Statenent on Zaire nmade on 10 April 1997 by the Presidency
of the European Union

The European Union has |l earned with great concern of the latest politica
devel opnents in Zaire. It calls upon all parties concerned in Kinshasa to show
the necessary restraint and to respect the basic ternms of the denocratic
transition process. The Union hopes that order in the capital will be
mai nt ai ned i n a peaceful manner

The Union calls upon all the parties to the conflict in Zaire to engage
fully in the search for a speedy political solution and to refrain imredi ately
fromfurther violence. In this regard, the Union repeats its support for the
peace plan of the joint United Nations/Organization of African Unity Specia
Representative for the Great Lakes regi on, Anbassador Mbdhamed Sahnoun. The
present devel opnents underscore the inportance of a political solution to the
conflict. The Union reiterates its support for the process of denobcratic
transition, |leading towards elections, as the only road towards a peaceful and
stabl e situation.

As fighting proceeds in different parts of the country, the Union appeals
to all parties to respect the rights of the civilian population, to ensure the
safety of foreign citizens and, if necessary, to facilitate their evacuation

The European Uni on stresses the nost urgent need for humanitarian
assi stance to reach refugees and di spl aced persons.



