UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
GENERAL

A 52/ 112

18 March 1997

ENGLI SH

ORI G NAL: RUSSI AN

Fifty-second session
I[tens 71, 84, 99, 100, 101 and 148
of the prelimnary list*
GENERAL AND COVPLETE DI SARMAMENT
EFFECTS OF ATOM C RADI ATI ON

SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT AND | NTERNATI ONAL
ECONOM C COOPERATI ON

ENVI RONVENT AND SUSTAI NABLE DEVELOPMENT
OPERATI ONAL ACTI VI TI ES FOR DEVELOPMENT
UNI TED NATI ONS DECADE OF | NTERNATI ONAL LAW
Letter dated 14 March 1997 fromthe representatives
of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkneni stan

and Uzbekistan to the United Nati ons addressed to
the Secretary-CGeneral
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We should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex
circul ated as an official docunent of the General Assenbly under itens 71, 84,
99, 100, 101 and 148 of the prelimnary list.

(Signed) A ARYSTANBEKOVA (Signed) Z. ESHVAMBETOVA
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of Kazakstan to the of Kyrgyzstan to the
Uni ted Nations Uni ted Nations

(Signed) R ALI MOV (Signed) A ATAEVA
Per manent Representative Per manent Representative
of Tajikistan to the of Turknenistan to the
Uni ted Nations Uni ted Nations

(Signed) A VOH DOV
Acting Permanent Representative
of Uzbekistan to the United Nations
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ANNEX

Almaty Declaration, adopted by the | eaders of Kazakstan
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkneni stan and Uzbeki stan, of
28 February 1997

W, the Presidents of the fraternal States of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Taj i ki stan, Turkneni stan and Uzbeki st an,

Moved by the desire to strengthen the i ndependence and sovereignty of our
countries and raise the living standards of our peoples,

Consi dering that environmental security is one of the strategic components
of national security and a vital factor in protecting the interests and
priorities of the Central Asian States,

Bearing in mnd that the problemof the environmental disaster in the Ara
Sea basin is global in nature and that its solution brooks no del ay,

Consi dering that the extrene environmental situation in the Aral region has
a negative inpact on the natural habitat and living conditions of mllions of
residents not only of the Aral Sea basin but also of other regions of our
pl anet,

Confirm ng our adherence to the provisions of the United Nations worl dw de
programe on the environnent (Agenda 21), and fully supporting the effort to
draw up and inplenment a single strategy for the sustainabl e devel opment of the
countries of central Asia,

Acknowl edgi ng that managenent of the water resources of transboundary
rivers nust follow an ecosystem approach and be conducted justly and reasonably
wi t hout causing reciprocal damage, and confirmng the obligations already
entered into with respect to full-scale cooperation on the international and
inter-State |evels,

Expressing the united view of our countries, which have signed the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Wapons, on the need to proclaimCentra
Asi a a nucl ear -weapon-free zone,

Proceeding on the basis of the steadfast aspiration to take joint action to
overcone the consequences of the environnental crisis in the Aral Sea basin,

Have decided, at a neeting held in Almaty on 28 February 1997:

To declare 1998 as Environnental Protection Year in the central Asia region
under the auspices of the United Nations;

To call on all States concerned, on the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of
the Sem pal atinsk test site, to support the idea of proclainmng central Asia a
nucl ear-free zone open to accession by other States of the region
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To note the efforts of the Central Asian States, which despite serious
econom c difficulties are maki ng considerable efforts to inprove the
environnental situation in the Aral Sea basin, the regions of the Sem pal ati nsk
test site and other areas affected by the inpact of nuclear tests;

To acknow edge the need to devel op a conprehensive programe of
environnental security including the Aral problem establish a nuclear-free zone
in central Asia and conbat the | eakage of nuclear technol ogies and raw
materi al s;

To call on the United Nations and its specialized agencies to pay the
cl osest attention to the crisis situation that has arisen in the Aral Sea basin
and to take effective neasures to protect the environment in that region, paying
particular attention to nmeasures to assist the poverty-stricken popul ation of
the Aral region;

To confirmour readiness to cooperate as necessary with internationa
organi zations and institutes in their activities in inplenentation of the
Programme of concrete actions and other regional projects;

To conplete jointly with international organizations the preparation of a
draft convention on sustainabl e devel opnment of the Aral Sea basin
For the Republic of Kazakstan

(Signed) N A NAZARBAEV

For the Kyrgyz Republic

(Signed) A A AKAYEV

For the Republic of Tajikistan

(Signed) E. S. RAKHVONOV

For Tur kneni st an

(Signed) S. A N YAZOV

For the Republic of Uzbekistan

(Signed) 1. A KAR MV



