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QUESTION OF CONVENING A CONFERENCE FOR THE PURPCSE OF SIGNING
A CONVENTTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR AND
THERMO-NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Report of the Secretary-General

1. By resolution 1653 (¥VI), adopted on 2k November l96l,£/ the General Assembly
requested "the Secretary-General to consult the Governments of Member States to
ascertain their views on the possibility of convening a special conference for
sigﬁing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear
weapons for war purposes and to report on the results of such consultation to the
Genersl Assembly at its seventeenth session".

2. Accordingly, in a circular note dated 2 January 1962, the Acting Secretary-
General requested Member Covernments to state thely views. As at 15 August 1962,
fifty-eight (58) replies were received.

3. In studying these replies it was noted that twenty-nine (29) Governments had
expressed favourable views concerning the possibility of convening a special |
conference for signing the proposed convention. These communications have been
reproduced as group 1 in annex II of the present report.

h, Twenty-six (26) Govermments expressed négative views or had some doubts

- concerning the proposed dourse of action at the present. These communications
have been reproduced ag group 2 in annex IT.

5. In the three (3) other replies the Governwents indicated a preference to
await the results of the Conference of the eighteen-nation Dissrmament Committee
before submitting their definitive views. These communications are reproduced as

group 3 in annex Iiy

1/ Resolution 1653 (XVI) was adopted by a roll-call vote of 55 to 20, with
26 abstentions. The text of the resolution is reproduced in amnex I to
the present report.
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6. Although varying, end even conflicting, views have heen expressed concerning
the specific procedure‘and immediate objective proposed in resolution 1653 (XVI),
the re@liés reflact the concern of the Members‘of the United Nations to conbinue
the search for acceptablé means of eliminating the possible use of nublear aﬁd
thermo-nuclear weépons. The Acting SécretaryeGeneral shares thils concern and
hopes that this important problem will be given further considerafion in the

course of the seventeenth session of the General Assembly.
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ANNEX T

Resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General issembly at its
1063rd plenary meeting on 24 November 1961

DECLARATION ON THE PROHEIBITION OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR
AND THERMO~NUCLEAR WEAPONS
The General Assembly,
Mindful of its responsibility under the Charter of the United Nations in
the maintenance of international peace and security, as well as in the

conslderation of principles governing disarmament,

Gravely concerned that, while negotietions on disarmament heve not so far

achieved satlsfactory results, the armamente race, particularly in the nuclear
and thermo-nuclear fields, has reached a dangerous stage requiring all possible
precautionary measures to protect humanity and civilization from the hazard of
nuclear and thermo-nuclear catastrophe,

Recalling that the use of weapons of mess destruction, causing unnecessary
human suffering, wes in the past prohibited, as being contrary to the laws of
huranity and to the principles of international law, by international declarations
and binding.agreements, such as the Declaration of St. Petersburg of 1868, the
Declaration of the Brussels Conference of 187k, the Conventions of The Hague
Peace Conferences of 1899 and 1907, and the Geneva Protocol of 1925, to which the
me jority of nations are still parties,

Considering that the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons would bring
about indigcriminate suffering and destruction to mankind and civilization to an
even greater extent fhan the use of those wespons declared by the aforementioned
international declarations and sgreements to be contrary to the laws of humanity
and & crime under international law,

Believing that the use of weapons of mass destruction, such as nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weepons, is a direct negation of the high ideals and objectives
which the United Nations has been established to achleve through the protecticn
of succeeding generaticns from the ascourge of war and through the preservation

and promotion of their cultures,
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1. Declares that

() The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is contrary to the
spirit, letter and aims of the United Nations end, as such, a direct violation of
the Charber of the United Nations;

(P) The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons would exceed even the
scope of war and cause indiscfiminate suffering and destruction to menkind and
civilization and, as such, is contrary to the rules of intermational lew and to
the laws of humanity;

(c) The use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is & wer directed not
against an enemy or enemies alone but also against menkind in generel, since the
peoples of the world not 1nvolved in such & wer will be subjected to all the
evils geunerated by the use of such weapons;

(g) Any State using nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons is to be considered
‘as violating the Charter of the United,Nations,‘aa,acting contrary to the laws
of humenity and as commltting a crime against menkind and clvilizatlion;

2., Requests the Secretary-General to counsult the Governments of Member
Stotes to ascertain their views on the possibility of convening a special
conference for signing & convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weapons for wer purposes and to report on the results of such

consultation to the General Assembly at its seventeenth seasion,

/...
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AFPGHANISTAN
[Original text: Englishf
) June 1962

The FPexrmenent Mission of Afghanisten o the United Netions presents its
compliments to the Seéretary-General of the United Nations and has the honour
to inform him of the views of the Govermment of Afghanistan on the question of
the possibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on
the prohihition of the uee of nuclear and\%hermonuclear wegpons for war
purposes as requested by the Secretary-General in his note PO 130 of
2 January 1962 in accordence with resolution 1653 (XVI).

| The Royal Afghan Govermment emphasizes the importance of the role and
responsibility of the United Nations in this Field.

It is the considered opinion of the Royal Afghan Government that mno
internationsl affort should be spared for the purpose of achieving the prohibition
of the use of nucleaf and thermonuclesr weapons and the limitation of nuclear
weapons with the hope that the existing weapons will be destroyed.

The Government of Afghanistan considers that the signing of a conventlon
on this matter, as en internationslly binding document, would be useful and
effective. Therefofe,rﬂis Majesty's CGovermment will glve ite support in’
principle to the ides of signing such a convention through convening a special
conference for this purpose or any other ways and means which might be

' considered eppropriate by the majority of the Members of the United Nations.

The Royel Afghan Government reserves its right %o make its point of view

lmovm on this matter when it comes before the General Assembly for its full

consideration.
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Zﬁiiginal text: Frencg7
29 June 1962

Tn your letter No. PO 130 you requested the views of the Qovermment of the
People's Republic of Albanis on the possibility of convening a speclel conference
for sisning a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-ruclear
weapons for war purposes, to which reference is mede in resolution 1653 (xVI},
adopted by the Ceneral Assembly on 24 November 1961.

The Government of the People's Republic of Albania, which follows a consistent
policy of peace end international co-cperation, believes that the grest discovery
of our age, nmuclear energy, should be placed at the service of man solely for
peaceful purposes. The peoples are rightly alarmed at the course taken by the
armaments race, particularly so far as nuclear weapons are concerned. It has become
even more important to prohibit these weapons at the present time vhen, as’
is known, the United States of America hes underteken a new series of tests of
these wegpons of mass destruction at the seme time that the Eighteen Natlons
Committee is working et Geneve for general and complete disarmement. As the General
Assembly has rightly stated in resolution 1653 (XVI), the use of these weapons is
contrary to the spirit, letter and gims of the United Nations, to the rules of
international law and to the laws of humenity.

The Albenian Government hes stated its position on several occasions, it stands
for the discontinuance of tests of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, for the
prohibition of their use and production, for the liquidation of existing stocks of
such weapons, and for general and complete dissrmement. It will likewlse in the
future spare no effort +0 schieve those ends in co-operation with the other peace~
loving States. It is time that the use of nuclear and ﬁhermo-nuclear weapons should
be outlawed, just as the use of chemical and'ﬁacteriological wegpons was outlawed in
1925 by the Geneva Protocol. There ¢an be no doubt that the signing of a convention
on ‘the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes

would ke an important step towards the complete prohibition of these weapons, as well

fons
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as towards an agreement cn genersl and complete disarmament; 1t would diminish the
threat of a nuclear war, improve the internatiocnal atmosphere end strengthen the
cause of peace and co-operation among States.

In informing you that the Govermment of the People's Republic of Albanis
declares 1tself in favour of the convening of an internetional conference for the
signing of & convention on the prohibition of the use of the weapons irn guestion,

I beg you to acecept, Sir, the assurances of my highest considermtion.

(Signed) Behar SHTYLTA
Minister for Foreign Affalrs of the
Pecople's Republic of Albanis
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BRAZTL

[Ooriginal text: English/
8 June 1962

T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note No. PO/130, dated
January 2nd, by which, pursuant to Gemersl Assembly Resolution 1653 (xv1), you
request the views of the Brazillan CGoverrnment on the possibllity of convening a
special conference for the signing of a convention on the prohibltion of the use
of nuclear and .‘bhermo—nuclear wesgpons Tor milita}ry purposes. .

2. In reply, I am pleased to inform you that my Govermment agrees to the
convening of the aforesgld conference. In 1ts opinion, the signing of a
convention prohibiting the use of nuclear and thermo~muclesr weapons Tor militbaxry
purposes would be a fundamental contribution to the reduction of Inmternational
tensions and to the strengthening of peace, which are both constant aims of
Brazil's foreign policy.

(Signed) Geraldo de CARVALHO SILOS

Deputy Fermanent Representgbive

of Brazil to the United Ngtions
Chargé d'Affeires a.i.
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BULGARTA

[Original text: ¥nglish/

5 March 1362

In reply to your letter P0O-130 of 2 January 1962 addressed to the Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic of Bulgaria asking for the views
of the Bulgarian Government on the possibility of convening a special conference
for gigning a conventicn on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weepons for war purposes according to paragraph 2 of the operative
part of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted at the 1063rd meeting of the General
Asseﬁbly on 24 November 1961, I have the honour, on instructions of my Government,
to state the following:

The Government of the People's Republic of Bulgaria continues to be a
resolute supporter of the idea of general and complete disarmament. It finds the
measures recommended in resolution 1653 (XVI) of 24 Wovember 1961 to be an
important step towards the realization of this idea. My Government suggests that
the conference asked for in paragraph 2 of the operatlve part of the

aforementioned resolution should be convened in March 1963.

(Signed) Yordan TCHOBANGV

Ambaesador, Permanent Representative

of the People's Republic of Bulgeria
to the United Naticns



E/517h

English
Annex IT
Page 10

BYELORUSSIAN SCVIET SOCTALIST REPUBRLICH*

[Original text: Russian/
10 April 1962

In answer o your letter of 2 January 1962, in which, in pursuance of
General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI), adopted on 24 November 1961, you asked
for the views of the Government of the Byelorusslan Soviet Soclalist Republic
on the possibility of convening a speclal conference for signing a convention
on ‘the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for var
purposes, I have the honour to make the following statement,

The Govermment of the Byelorussian SSR has repeatedly drawn attention, in
the Unlted Natlons and elsewhere, to the serious danger contained in the present
world situatlon, namely, that States willl use the vast étockpiles of nuclear
weapons which they already have in their arsensls. The terrible consequences of
such & catastrophe for mankind are cbvious.

The Byelorussilan SSR, which has consistently advocated general and complete
disarmament under effective international control as soon as possible, also
gupporis any other measures which would help to reduce international tension and
thus tend to create better conditions for carrying out a programme of‘genexal
and complete disarmament,

In the United Watlons Generel Assembly, the delegation of the Byelorussian SSR
has repeatedly voiced concern over the United Nations fallure to take effective
steps at the internationel level to help to reduce the denger of a sudden outbreak
of nuclear war. The Byelorussian SSR firmly supported the Soviet Union's urgent
appeals to the United States of America, the United Kingdom and other States to
enter into a solemn undertaking %o renounce the use of nuclear and other weapons
of mass destruction. At the fifteenth session of the General Assenbly, the
Byelorussian delegation appealed to all States to support the proposal for a
declaration by whlch States would denouncé the use of nuclear weapons,

The Govermment of the Byelorussian 3SR notes with satisfacfion that at the
sixteenth session of the General Assenmbly the overvhelming majority of States

Mewbers of the United Nations were able to wvote for such a declaration. The

* flso issued as document A/5119,

fooe
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declaration on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-ﬁuclear weapons
is a steﬁ in the right direction., In declaring that the use of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weapons 1s contrary to the spirit, letter and aims of the United
Wations and, as such, a direct violation of the Charter of the United Nations,
and that it is contrary to the rules of intermational law and to the laws of
humenity, the General Assembly wes expressing the view of all peoples of the
earth, of all peace-loving forces which are striving to avert the threat of
nuclear war,

The Government of the Byelorussian SSR supports the idea of convening a
special conference to sign & convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear
and thermo-nuclear weapons, The conclusion of such a convention would be an
important step towards the prohibition and complete destruction of all stockpiles
of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, wiolch the soclalist and other peace-loving
countries have consistently advocated. The importance of conventions of this
kind 1s confirmed by past experience and in particular by the 1925 Protocol on
the pfohibition,of the use of chemical and bacteriologlcal weapons,

The conclusion of a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and
thermo-nuclear weapons - the most dangerous weapons of mass destruction in
existence - would help %o improve the world situation, to strengbhen States'
trust in each other and to realize men's age-old dream of general and complete
disarmament, and thus to ensure etermal. peace on earth.

(Signed) K. KISELEV

Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the Byelorussian SSR
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CAMBODIA

Joriginal text: Frenchy

9 February 1962

Fuarther to your letter NWo. PO/lﬁO of 2 January 1962 regarding the convening
of a specisl conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use
of nuclear and thermo-nuclear wespons for war purpeses, I have the honcur to
~inform you that the Royal Government of (ambodia is in favour of convening such

a conference.

(g8igned) NHIEK-TIQULONG
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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CEYLON

Zﬁfiginal text: Englisg7

3 April 1962

L am in recelpt of your letter PO 120 of 2 Januaery 1962, transmitting the
text of the resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly regarding the
‘prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes,
You had wished me to indicate The view of my Government op the possibility of
convening a special conference for signing a convention on the prohibitiOn of the
use of nuclesr and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes. In this connexion T
wish to inform you that the Government of Ceylon has been steadfastly of the view
that the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclesyr weapons for war purposes must be banned
and, accordingly, Ceylon co-sponsored. resolution'1655 (XVI) under reference. My
Govermment will spare no effort in its éndeavours to achieve this objective and,
therefore, I have grest pleasure in supporting the proposal to convene g special
conferénce to sign 2 convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclesr ang

thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes,

(Signed) Sirims R.D. PANDARANATKE

Prime Minigter
, and
Minister of Defence and External Affalrs
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[ﬁfiginal text: SpanisQY

o6 February 1962

The Acting Chargé d'Affaires of Chile to the United Nations presents his
compliments to the Secretary-General anf, with reference 4o the Secretary-General's
note No. PO 130 of 2 January 1962, has the honour to inform him thet the
Government of Chile has no -objection to the action contemplated in
resolﬁtion 1653 (XVI),,since it is in keeping with the‘peace-loving policy
proclaimed by our country in public statemeﬁts of both its Head of State,

His Excellency Jorge Alessandri, and its Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Mr. Carlos Martinez-Sctomayor, particularlj in bis speech to the United Netions

General Assembly st its sixteenth session.

(Signed) Humberto DIAZ~CASANUEVA
Acting Chargé d'Affaires
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COLOMBIA

[Original text: Spanish/

2 February 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter Wo. FO 130 of 2 January 1962 which
you sent to the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Colambia pursuant to resclution
1653 adopted by the General Assembly at its meeting on 24 November 1961.

On instructions received todey from the Colombian Ministry for Foreign
Affeirs, I have the honour to inform you that the Government of Colcmble considers
it possible to convene the Special Conference envisaged in resolution 1633 with
the object of signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear asnd

thermo-nuclear weapons for war DUrposes.

(Signed) Germegn ZF4
Ambassador of Colombia
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CYFRUS

[original text: English/

1 March 1962

In response to your letter of 2 January 1962, under file No. PO 1350,
transmitting to us the text of General Assembly resolution.l653 (XVI), on the
above item, and requesting us to commnicate to you the views of our Government
on the possibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on
the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war
purposes, I am to inform you -

(a) That the Government of the Republic of Cyprus agrees with the

gbove resolution of the General Assembly that a special conference

should be convened for the purpose of slgning a convention on the

prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war

purposes; and

(b) That the Government of the Republic further goes on to suggest

+hat consideration should be given to the possibility of including in

the said convention or any other additional ones, provision for the

benning of tests of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons,
and for effectlive control measures to be agreed in connexion with the said

prohibition and banning mentiomed in (a) and (b) above.

(gigned) Spyros KYPRIANCU
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA¥

/Original ‘text: English/

27 March 1962

The Deputy Permanent Representative of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic
to the United Nations présents his compliments to the Acting Secretary-General
of the United Nations and hes the honour to refer to the letter No. PO 130 dated
2 January 1962 in which the latter requests, pursuant to resolution 1653 (XVI),
that Governments of Member States be asked for thelr opinions‘regarding the
possibility of convening a separate conference at which a convention on the
prohibition of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for military purposes would be
signed, On instruction of the Government of the Czechoslovek Socialist Republic
the Deputy Permanent Represeptative has the honour to advise the following:

At the sixteenth session of the United Nations General Assembly, the
Czechoslovak delegation actively supported the draft Declaration on the Prohibition
of Nuclear and Thermo-nuclear Weapous and voted for its adoption.

The Czechoslovak Sociélist Republic, which suffered the bitter experience:
of two world wars, is vitally interested in the speediest possible reaslization
of all measures that might diminish or remove the danger of war. The most
reliable road to the definite elimination of the danger of a nuclear war and to the
consistent prevention of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for all

time is the achievement of general and complete disarmament under reliable
internationgl control which would lead to the liguida®tion of all material means

for waglng wars which individual Stetes have at their disposal., Measures which
would contribute to the lessening of tension in international relations and to
the strengthenipg of confidence among States can be of considerable importance
for the creation of suitable conditions for the achievement of an agreement on
general and complete dlsarmament,

The proposél contained in resolution 1653 (XVI) for the convocation of an
international conference at which an international convention on the prohibition

of nuclear and thermo-nuclear Weapons'would be signed, belongs no doubt among

* Also issued as document A/5110.
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such measures. - Such a convention would contribute to the aversion of the danger
of a nuclear and thermo-nuclear war and would constitute an important step on
the road towards the solution of the problem of general and complete disarmament.
The Government of the Czechoslovak Soclalist Republic considers the
proposal to convene an international conference and to slgn a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons as en importent
measure on the road 4o the eliminetion of the danger.of & nuclear war, to the

solution of the problem of general and complete dlsarmament and the safeguarding
of peace 1n the world.
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ECUADOR

[Originel text: Spanish/

3 April 1962

In reply to your letters Nos. PO-130 and PO-134 of 2 January 1962, I beg
to state the followling:

Ecuador 1s one of tﬁose countries which tske no part in the testing of
nuclear weapons, does not believe such tests are of any benefit, and ls more
likely to sustaln the harmful effects of aﬁomic rediation in ite territory.

It 1s In no position teo acquire, much less menufacture atomic weapons.
Nevertheless, 1t might be willing to enter into specific undertakings to refrain
from menufacturing or otherwise acquiring such weapons and to refuse to receive, in
in the future, nuclesr weaspons in its territory on behalf of any other country,
provided that all other nﬁtidns in the seme poslition give the seme undertakings

and provi«ied that an internetional control orgen 1ls established with power to

carry out continucus Inspections but wilthout the right to intervene in the

domestlc affaeirs of the countries concerned.

I em also to inform you that my country would lock with favour on the
possibility of convenlng a special conference for signing a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weepons for war purposes
in accordence with resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the United Nations
General Assembly at its meeting of Qh November 1961.

(Signed) Benjemin PERALTA
Under-Secretary
for the Minister for Foreign Affairs
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EL SALVADOR

fOriginal text: Spanish/
13 February 1962

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. FO 130 of
2 January 1962, in which you kindly forwarded to this Ministry the text of
resolution 1653 (XVI), adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations at
its 106%rd meeting, on 2% November 1961.

With reference to'operativé paregraph 2 of the resolubion, to which you draw
the Ministry's attention, I have the honour to inform you that my Government is in
favour of convening the conference in question.

(8igned) Ramon GONZALEZ MONTAIVO
Under-Secretary for Foreign Affairg
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HUNGARY*
fOriginal text: English/

30 March 1962

With reference to your letter PO 130 of 2 Janvary 1962 reguesting, in
pursuance of General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI), the views of the Hungarian
Government on the convoéation of a conference for signing alconvention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes, I
wlegh to communicate the following;

The Government of the Hungarian People's Republic, being a consistent
advocate of general and complete disarmament, will lend, as it did in the rast,
its support to any measures and Initiatives conducive to the realizaticon of
this objective, The prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons would contribute
towards the conclusion of an agreement on the complete prohibition of such
weapons, consequently towards easing internstional tension and establishing an
atmospﬁere of mutuel confidence, so as to create favoursble conditions for
negotiations on general and complete disarmament. Reaching such an agreement
is an obligation of the United Nations arlsing out of the principles laid down
in the Charter, and is in accordance with the requirements of international law.

. The Govermment of the Hungarian People's Republic, guided by the elementary
interests of the Hungarian pecple and of the whole of mankind, demands the
banning of nuclear weapons and regards as a step towards this objective the
resolution adopted at the sixteenth session of the General Assembly requesting
the Secretary-Genersl to ascertain the views of the Governments of Member States
on the possibility of convening s special conference for the prohibition of
nuclear weapons. In line with the foregoing, the Governmment of the Hungarian
People's Republic will continue to attach great importance to such a conference
particularly in view of the desirability of moving also ‘the other nuclear Powers
to renounce, like the Soviet Union, the use of these powerful weapons of mass
destructicn, The results of international negotiations prior to World War Two
also render proof of the possibility of reaching and even observing international
agreements on the prohibition of weapons oOf mass annihilation,

(Signed) Jdnos PHTER

Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Hungarian People's Republic

[eun

* Also issued as document A/5115.
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IHDIA

[Original text: English/

12 February 1962

T am desired to acknowledge with thanks the receipt of your letter Ko. PO 130
of 2 January 1962, addressed to the Prime Minister and Minister of External '
Affairs of India, regarding the possibility of convening & special conference
for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-
nuelear wegpons for war purposes.

The Qovermnment of Indis have always been, end continue to be, totally
opposed to the use of nuclear and thermo-nucleer weapons and are convinced that
the totel prohibition of such use 1s essentlal to the welfare and, Indeed, the
survival of humenity. Indla also voted in favour of resolution 1653 (XVI) which
provides the basis for the present correspondence,

To be effective, a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear ard
thermo=-nuclesr weapons for war purposes would require the active support of =ll
States, particularly of States possessing these Weapons. The Government of India
hope that the proposed conference on which the General Assembly has made a
decision By resolution 1653 (XVI) will have the participation of all countries
with a view to reaching agreement on a convention as suggested in
resolution 1653 (XVI).

(signed) C.S. JHA
Permanent Representative of India
to the United Natlions
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INDOHES IA

[Original text: English/

21 June 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 2 January 1962, file
number PO 130, and on instruction of the Government of the Republic of Indonesia,
to inform Your Excellency thet wy Govermment ie in favour to the "convening of a

special conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes”.

(Signed) Sukardjo WIRJOFRANCTO
Perngnent Representative of Indonesis
to the United Nations
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LEBANCN

Joriginal text: French/

| 17 February 1962

With reference to your letter No. PO 130 of 2 January 1962, in which you
drew my attention to paragraph 2 of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General
Assembly on 24 November 1961 at its 1063rd meeting, I have the honour to inform
you thet the Lebanese Government is wiliing to support any move to.convene.a
speclal conference for signing = cbnvention on the prohibition of the use of

nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes.,

(Signed) Philippe TAKLA
Minister of Forelgn Affairs
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MONGOLTA

/Original text: Mongolian/

25 April 1962

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your letter dated
2 Janvary 1962 and state the following:

The Declaration of the slxteenth session of the United Wations General
Assembly on the prohibifion of fhe use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for
war purposes is acquiring more and more urgent significance vhen some western
Povwers, disregarding the public opinion, are preparing for renewal of nuclear
tests and putiing various obstacles on the way to an agreement on general and
complete disarmament.

The United Natlions have declared that the use of nuclesr and thermo=nuclear
weapcons would cause indiscriminate sufffering and destruction to menkind and, as such,
is contrary tb the rules of international law and the laws of humanity, and any
State, using nuclesr and thermo-nuclear weapons 1s to he considered as violating
the Charter of the United Nations, as acting contrary'to the laws of humanity
and as committing s crime against mankind and civilization.

It 1s quite nmatural that these noble ideas of the Declaration have met with
warm support of the Mongolian people, as well as other peace~loving nations the
world over,

The Govermnment of the Mongolian People's Republic 1s of the opinilon that
these 1deas could be put into life only when the nuclear Powers would bind
ﬁhemselves with obligaetion to refrain from menifacturing, handing over and using
the nuclear weapons and Sﬁates, not possessing such weapons -~ to refrain from
acquiring them in the future.

Hence, the Govermment of the Mongolian People's Republic is giving its full
support to the proposal, contalned in the Declaration, of convenlng a apecial
international conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of

nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes and considers that such a
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conference would undoubtedly promote positive solution of the problem of the
general and complete dlsarmament and make valugble contribution to the cause of

preserving and consolidating peace and security among nations.

(8igned) P. SHAGDARSUREN
Minister for Foreign Affairs
Mongolian People's Republic

Ulan Betor
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REPAL
[Original text: English/

29 June 1962

I heve the honour to refer to your letter of 2 January 1962, number
FO 130, referring to resolution 1655 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly on

24 Nevember 1861, concerning the convening of a conference for the preparation
and signing of a convention on the prohibition of the use of muclear and thermo-
nuclear weaponé for war purposes.

His Majesty's Government of Nepal firmly endorses the principles embodied
in resolution 1653 (XVI) and believes that the use of nuclear weapons would be
a flegrant viclation of the Charter of the United Nations and conmtrary to the
rules of international law and to the laws of humanity. His Majesty's
Goverrment of Nepal does not possess any nuclear weapons and does not intend
to acquire them in the future in behalf of any other country. In the view of
His Majesty's Govermment of Nepal, the preparation and signing of a convention
which would prohibit the use of such weapons for purposes of war should be
wholeheartedly welecmed by all peéce loving nations.

(8igned) Matriks Prasad KOIRATA
‘ fmbassador
Permenent Representative
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POLAND

[Originel text: English/

19 January 1962

I have the honour to refer to’ your communicetion of 2 Janusery 1962
(No. PO 130) eddressed to the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Poland. I am
instructed by my Government to convey to you, Sir, the following reply to thet
commnications

The Government of the Polish People's Republlc meintains thet a speclal
conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear
and thermo-nuclear weapons for wer purposes should be convened without undue
delay.’ |

The Polish Governmment has been drawlng attention to the necessity of such a
prohibition for a number of yeasrs. It helieves moreover that the conclusion of
an agreement on general and complete disarmament would be most effective 1n this
resPQOt. It is prepared, however, to sign a convention on the prohibltion of the
uge of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapong even before that agreement ls reached,
for it is coanvinced that a partisl soluticn of this pature would contribute to an
improvement of international atmosphere so essential for achieving general and
complete disarmement., '

(Signed) Bohdan LEWANDOWSKI
Ambagsador
Permanent Representetive of Poland
to the United Watlocns
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ROMANTIA*

[Original languege: French/

29 March 1962

I acknowledge receipt of your letter PO 130 dated 2 January 1962 concerning
the convening, in conformity with resolution 1653 (%VI), of an international
conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons and on behalf of the Romsnian Government I have the honour to state the
folioWing.

The adoption by the General Assembly of resolution 1653 (XVI), in favour of
which the delegation of the Romenian People's Republic voted, vrepresents a
pogitive step towards the settlement of a question that is vital to mankind and
it responds to the desire of the peoples to remove for all times the danger of
a devastating nuclear war. The use of wespons of mass destruction, such as
nuclear and ﬁhermo-nuclear weapong, would clearly constitubte a violation of the
gpirit, letter and aims of thg,Uhited Netions Charter and of the rules of
international law, and would émount to a war against manlind.

Thae prohibition of the use of atomic weapons by all States would correspond
to the highest degree to the basic interests of peoples and would help to
resolve the qpesticn of general end complebe disarmement.

In accordence with these principles, the Romanian Government particularly
welcomed resolution 1653 (XVI), which spoke out against the use of nuclear and
thermo~nuclear weapons.

The Romenien Government considers it possible and necessary to convene a
special confefence for signing & convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclesr and thermo-nuclear wespons for war purposes, as referred to in
resolution 1653 (XVI).

(Signed) Cornellu MANESCU
T Minister for Foreign Affairs

% Also issued as document A/5113,
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SAUDI ARABTIA

[Original text: English/
26 March 1962

I. have the honour to transmit to Your Excellency the cable reply sent by
my Government with reference to your letter dated 2 January 1962, reference
PO 130, addressed to the Minister for Foreign Affairs in Jeddah, in which you
stated that you would appreciate recelving a statement of the views of my
Government on the possibility Of_ ‘convening-a specia.l conference for signing a
convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear wespons
for war purposes.

The cable reply of my Govermment is to the effect thet 1t has no objection

to the conveniﬁg of such a conference, hoping that the .other Menber States agree
to holding it.

(Signed) Jemil M, BAROODY
Deputy Permpnent Representative
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SIERRA LECNE

[original text: English]

6 March 1962

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter PO 130 of
2 January and to inform you that the Govermment of Sierrs I.cone supports the
proposal to convene a special conference for the purpose of signing a convention
on the prohibition of the use of nuclear war devices.

(Signed) John KAREFA-SMART
Minister of Externsl Affairs
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TANGANYTKA

[Briginel text: Englishf -
10 Pebruary 1962

I have the honour to acknowledge recelpt of your letter No. 56 1% of
2 Jenuary 1962, forwarding the text of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the
General Assembly at 1ts 1063rd meeting on 24 November l961.

The attention of the Tanganyike Govermment has been drevn to parsgraph 2 of
the operative part of this resolution as quoted in your letter, and I am to
inform you that the Government of Tengenylka welcomes the proposel. for a speclal
conference for signlng & convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear snd

thermo-nuclesr weapons for war purposes.

(Signed) N.A.I. FRENCH
" For Permenent Secretary
External Affairs and Defence
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TUNISTIA

[foriginal text: French/
3 February 1962

The Secretariat of State for Foreign Affeirs presents its compliments to the
Secretary-General of the United Wations and, in reply to his letter No. FO 130
of 2 Jenuary 1962, has the honour to inform him that the Tunisian Government has
no objection to the possible convening of a special conference for the signing of

a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclesr weapons

for war purpcoses.
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. UKRAINIAN SOVIET SCCIALIST REPUBLIC
[Origiral text: Russian/
Cable
Po: U Thant, Acting Secretary-General, United Netions '

From: Mr. L. Palamsrchuk, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR
Date: 15 March 1962

SIR,

- IN REPLY TO YOUR LETTER OF 2 JANUARY 1962, IN WHICH, IN PURSUANCE OF
RESOLUTTON 1653 (XVI), YOU ASKED FOR THE VIEWS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UKRAINIAN SSR ON THE POSSIBILITY OF CONVENING A SPECIAL CONFERENCE FOR SIGNING
A CCXVERTICN ON THE PRORTBITION OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR AND THEERMO-NUCLEAR
WEAPONS FOR WAR PURPOSES, I HAVE THE HONOUR TO STATE THE FOLLOWING.

THE UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC HAS CONSISTENTLY SUPPORTED THE
USSR GOVERNMENT'S MANY PROPOSALS CALLING UPON THE LEADING COUNTRIES OF THE WEST
AND OTHER STATES TO RENOUNCE UNCONDITIONALLY THE USE OF NUCLEAR AND THERMO-
NUCLEAR WEAPONS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UKRAINE ACCORDINGLY WELCOMED THE ADOETION,
AT THE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY, OF THE
DECLARATION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR AND THERMO-NUCLEAR WEAPONS
FOR WAR PURPOSES, WHICH GAINED THE SUPPORT OF THE MAJORTTY OF STATES MEMBERS OF
THE UNITED NATIONS; DESPITE THE WEGATIVE POSITION ADOPTED BY THE DELEGATIONS OF
THE UNITED STATES, THE UNITED KTNGDOM, FRANCE AND CERTAIN OTHER COUNTRIES
BELONGING TO WESTERN MILITARY BLOCS. BY TAKING THIS ACTION, THE UNITED NATIONS
MADE A USEFUL CONTRIBUTION TO THE NOBLE CAUSE OF ELIMINATING THE THREAT OF
NUCLEAR AND THERMO-FUCLEAR WAR, FOR WHICH ALL PEACE-LOVING STATES, INCLUDING THE
UKRAINIAN SSR, PERSISTENTLY STRIVE. THE DECLARATION STRESSES THAT THE USE OF
SUCH WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION IS A NEGATION OF THE HIGH IDEALS AND OBJECTIVES
OF THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER, AND PROCLAIMS THAT THE USE OF THESE WEAPONS IN
WAR IS CONTRARY TO THE RULES OF IWFERNATIONAL LAW AND IS A CRIME AGATNST MANKIND.
THERE IS NO DOUBT TEAT THIS SOLEMN DECLARATION MEETS THE WISHES AND HOPES OF ALL
PEOPLES, SINCE IT BELIEVES THAT THE REACHING OF AN INTERNATIONAT AGREEMENT ON

[oon
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THE PRCHIBITION OF THE USE OF NUCLEAR AND THERMO~-NUCLEAR WEAPONS WOULD HELP TO
SETTLE THE QUES'IE[ON OF THE COMPLETE PROHIBITION AND DESTRUCTION OF SUCH WEAPONS,
AND ATSO THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTICN OF OUR TIME, NAMELY GENERAL AND COMPLETE
DISARMAMENT, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UKRAIWIAN SSR APPROVES THE PROPOSAL, IN
OPERATIVE ‘PABAGBAPH 2 OF THE DECLARATION, ON THE CONVENING OF AN INTERNATIOWNAL
CONFERENCE FOR THE SIGNING OF A CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF
NUCLEAR WEAPCONS FOR WAR PURPOSES.

(signed) I. PALAMARCHUK
MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE UKRAINIAN SSR

/...
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UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS¥

/Original text: Russian/
10 Merch 1962

In reply to your letter requesting the Soviet Government's views concerning
the convening of an dnternational conference for signing a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons, as provided for in General Assembly
resolution 1653 (XVI) of 24 November 1961, I would communicate the following.

The United Nations General Assembly laid a sound and encouraging foundation .
at its eixteenth session by adopting a declaration to prohibit the use of nuclear
weapons for war purposes. The peoples, for winom the removal of the threat of a
devasteting war is & cherished dream, cannot but endorse the words of the
declaration to the effect that the use of stomic and hydrogen weapons would be
contrary to the spirit, letter and aims of the United Nations and to the rules
of international law and would be a war directed mgainst menkind in general.'

The Soviet Union has for several years called insistently upon the United
States of America, the United Kingdom end other States to assume a solemn and
unconditional undertaking to remounce the use of nuclear weapons and other types
of weapons of mass destruction, Tt is therefore particulérly gratifying to the
Soviet Govermment that the United Nations has now expressed itself in favour of
the assumption by States of such an underteking.

The Soviet Government attaches grest importence to the proposal made in the
declaration for the convening of a special conference for signing a convention
on the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons. The conclusion of such &
convention should prove an importent step towards the complete prohibition of
nuclear weapons, their elimination from the armaments of States and the
liquidation of all accumulated stocks of such weapons. The significance of
agreements of thisg nature is confirmed by hilstorical experience and has stood the
test of time. It ie known, for example, that the 1925 Protocol for the
prohibition of the use of chemieal and bacteriological weapons had e great
restraining effect and prevented the use of these types of weapons durlng the

* Also issued as document A/5102.
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Second World War. If States succeeded then in barring the use of bacteriological
and chemical weapons, it is all the more necgssary to prevent the use of nuclear
weapons, which would doom hundreds of millioﬁa of people to deatructioq.

The conclusion of a convention would help to relieve internstional tension,
to strengthen confidence among States and, wﬁat is particularly important, to
solve the problem of general and complete-di%armament. It would thus ccnstitute
an ilmportant contribution to the cause of re%lizing the most cherighed aspirations
of all peoples - the elimination of the'thre%t of nuclear-rocket war,

- (Signed) A. GROMYKO
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the USSR
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UPPER VOLTA

Zﬁfiginal text: Frenq§7
17 January 1962

The Minister for Foreign Affeirs of the Upper Volta presents his compliments
$0 Your Excellency and, in reply to your note No. FO 130 of 2 Jenuary 1962, has
the honour to inform you that the Government of the Upper Volta would take a very
favourable view of the convening of & special conference for signing a conveniion
on the prohibitidn of the-use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war
purposes . A |

The Minister for ﬁoreign AfPPeirs of the Upper Volia deems it necessary bto
meke ‘known to Your Excellency the desire of the Government of the Upper Volta
that all the States Members of the Unlted Nations should be invited to such a
conference, vhich might be hela in the cepital of a neutral State in order thet
the discussion -should teke place in the celmest possible atmosphere.

(Signed) Lompolo KONE
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YUGOSLAVIA

[Originel text: English/

18 June 1962

With reference to your letter PO 1%0 of 2 Janvary 1962, I have the honour to
transmit the reply of the Govermment of the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia
relating to resolutlon 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations on 2h November 1961, concerning the convening of a conference for the
- preparation and signing of a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclesr
and thermo-nuclear weapons for war Turposes,

"Nuclear and thermo-nuclear ﬁeapona tests and varlous other forms of the
arws race, and more particularly in the field of muclear armaments, were qulte
naturally the object of speclal and sericus asttention at the sixteenth session of
the General Assembly. In expressing the sentiments of the peoples of the world
and their firm demand that an end be put to present developments in this field of
‘international relatione, the General Assembly adopted a number of resolutions
relating to nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, denuclearized zones and the
prevention of the dissemination of nuclear weapons. Among these,
resolution 1653 (XVI) of 2L November 1961, entitled 'Declarstion on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclesr weapons', is of particular
significance.

"In accordance with the general attitude of the Government of the Federal
People's Republic of Yugoslavia in'regard to the necessity to undertake initisl
and rartial measures primarily in the field of nuclear armaxents, whose adopiion
would contribute to the elimination of the immediate threat to peace and to the
initiation of @ process of gemeral and complete disarmament, the Yugoslav
delegation gave its support, at the sixteenth session of the General Assembly,
to resolution 1653 (XVI) of 24 November 1961 concerning the prohibition of the
use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weépons. On that occasion, the Yugoslav
delegation pointed out that the speclal attention given to the prohiﬁition of the
use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war purposes did not, maturelly,
mean an acceptance of other forms of war, which is prokibited s a means of

[eao
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national polley by the Charter, but that, on the contrary, it was an expression
of the desire of monkind %o rid itself, as soon as possible, of the fear of the
use of weapons whose deadly power would jeopardize life on earth, and 1o
contribute, in this way also, towards the creation of copditions propltious for an
easler and more rapid reelizetion of gemeral and ccmplete disarmament.

"Tt is in this light end in the belief that the adoption of such a messure
ould comtribute to the elimination of the danger of war and would constitute an -
important step towards the realization of gemeral end complete disarmament under
strict international control that the Government of the Federal People‘s Republie
of Yugoslavie expresses its readiness to take part in a conference for the
preparation and signing of a convention on the prohilbition of the use of nuclear
'and thermo-nuclear weapons which, 1t 1s hoped, will be convened as soon as
possible.”

{signed) Koca FOROVIC
Secretary of State for
Forelgn Affaire
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AUSTRALIL

: /Original text: English/
30 March 1962

T have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 2 Januery 1962,
with its enclosure, concerning the second operative paragraph of
resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly at its 1C63rd meeting on
ol November 1861,

The Austrelian delegation to the sixteenth General Assembly of the:Uhited
Nations voted against the adoption of resclution 1653 (XVI) in ite draft form
both in the First Committee and in plenary. The Austrellian Government's view
was given by the leader of the Australian delegation in his statement to the
First Committee on 10 November 1961 (A/C.1/PV,1191). As he then explained,
Australis sees three principal drawbacks to the proposal.

First, the condemnation of nuclear weapons, which are only one of the
instruments of war, will not eliminate war itself, end it is to this end thaet our
efforts should be directed. The use of all arms for aggressive purposes is
contrary to fhéACharter and the use of nuclesr and thermo-nuclear weepons to
further aggression is particulasrly abhorreut. But thelright of self-defence 1s
expressly recognized and sefeguarded in Artiele 51, Any proposal therefore which
would have the effect of impairing the exercise of the right of self-defence
and thereby of encouraging aggression would iﬁself e conbrery to the spirit of
the Charter and the intentions of those who fremed 1T,

Secondly, recent events heve shown the worthlessness of declaratory
undertakiﬁgs and the danger of plecing reliance on them. Indeed, the signing of
a declaratory convention such as that conteined in resclution 1653 (XVI) might
well work against the achievement of agreements on & nuclear weepon test ben
and on general and complete disarmament.

Finally, it cannot be expected that, upon the signing of & conventlon, such
ag that proposed in resolution 1653 (XVI) those Powers which have a nuclear
capability would cease to base thelr defense policles on it. This point emerged
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glearly in the in'berﬂew which Mr. Khrushechev had with the American Journalist
Sulzberger on 5 September 1961, Mr. Khrushchev then said:
"It would be untimely at- present to say that in the event ol war
atonic weapons would not be employed. Anyone who made such & stetement
- could turn out to be unbruthful even though when making such a pledge he

was sincere and not meaning o tell s lie., Let us assume both sides were

to promise not to exploy nuclear weapons while retalning stockpiles of

them, What would happen if the imperialists unleashed war? If elther

side in such a war, should feel 1t was losing, would 1t not use nuclea.r

weaspons to avold defeat? It would undoubtedly use its nuclear bombs,”

In this statement therefore Mr. Ehrushchev shows how little reliance can be placed
on undertakings of the sort envisaged in resclution 1653 (XVI).

Tt should not, however, be assumed from this that Australis does not
sympathize with the basic purpose underlying resolution 16535 (XVI). The Australian
Governinent's policy is and has always been to work whole-heartedly for the
reduction of international tension and for the achievement of general and complete
disarmement under adequate control arrengements and in conditions of mutusl
sincerity. To this end, it has given its full support to the United States of
Americe's Declaration on Disarmement as being the most comprehensive plan yet
advenced for the achlevement of this objective. '

-Finally, I should add that the Austrelien Government welcomes the progress
marked by the publicetion of the United States-Soviet J oint‘Deelaration of
Agreed Principles on Disarmsment, and that it looks forward Iwith hope to the
achievement of progress at the meeting in Geneva of the Righteen Nation
Disarmament Committee, The Australian Government considers that nothing should
be dene to detract from or eub across efforts towards an international agrecment
on generel and complete dlsarmament.

The Australian Govermment therefore, teking into account all these factors,
finds itself unable to support the proposal to convene & specilal conference for
signing a convention on the prohibltlon of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear

wegpons for war purposes.

(Signed) Garfield BARWICK
Minister for External Affairs
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BELGIUM

JfOriginal text: French/

S5 July 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter No. PO,130, of 2 January 1962,
in which you requested a statement of the views of the Belgian Government on
the.. ~ibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on
the préﬁfﬁitx‘nhof the use of nuclear and thermc-nuclear wespons for war purposes,
since Genersl Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI) had requested you to consult the
Gtates Members of the United Nations on this subject.

The Belgian Government perfectly understands the concern of the Powers which
brought the draft resolution in questioﬁ before the Genersl Assembly. It has
itself always showm a lively interest in the problems of disarmement end, as L
have had the honour to inform you on previous occasions, it hopes for the
implementation of & plan of general and complete disarmament (nuclear and non-
nuclear) which shall be gradual, belanced and accompanied by adeguete internatlona
control, ,

The Belgian Government wonders whether the Conference of the Eighteen Nation
Committee meeting at Geneva is not the most approprilate body for the discussion of
the various - and very complex - aspects of the problems affecting disarmament
end the regulstion of armements. It would therefore, in its opinion, be
adviseble to postpone for the time being the convening of a special conference

on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons.

(S1gned) P.H. SPAAK
Minlster for Foreign Affalrs

e
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CANATA

/Original text: Fnglish/
26 June 1962

I have the honour to transmit below the views of my Government with respect
to Resolution No. 1653 (XVI) of the Generasl Assembly concerping "the possibility of
convening & special conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the
use of puclear and thermo-nuclear wespons for war purposes.

The Canadlan Government has consilstently sought'to bring sbout far-reeching
measures of nuclear disarmement, and to have all aspécts of this importanmt problem
carefully studled in international disarmament negotiations. Caneda considers,
however, that the convening of a specisl conference on the question of the
prohibition of the use of nuclesr ﬁeapons could have an adverse effect on
international disermement negotiations already in progress. In the opinion of the
Capadian Government, the only effective way to ensure that nuclear weapons will
never be used is through agreement on é. comprehensive and carefully verified
system of disarmement which would desl with all aspects of the problem of nuclesr
weapons. The Eighteen-Netion Committee 1s comtinuing to give full consideration to
the question of nuclear disarmaﬁent, as well as related measures deeling with ermed
forces and conventional armements, end it is to be hoped that asgreement will be
reached on a comprehensive programme.

On the basis of the sbove considerstions, the Cepadien Government has
concluded that it would not be desirsble to convene & speclal conference o

consider the signing of a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear
Weapons.

(Signed) V. H. BARTON,
Charge d'Affaires a.i.
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CHIWA

[Originel text: Englishf
28 June 1962

With reference to your Note PO 130 of 2 January 1962 trensmitting the text
of General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI) and requesting my Govermment to give
its views on the possibility of convening & special conference for signing a
convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear Weapons
for war purposes, T have the honour, upon instructions, to transmit to you the
following reply:-

"The Chinese Government is gravely concerned over the threats presented
by weapons of mass destruction to the eivilizetion and existence of mankind,
and is most anxious to see such threats removed in toto and forever. In the
opinion of the Chinese Government, the only effective way to achieve such
removal lies, not in mere prohibition of the use of such weapons, but in
their ebsolute elimination from the world, to be effected in conformity with
the Cherter of the United Nations, under orderly end effective international
supervision, inspection and verification, and in the context and as a part
of general disarmament. To prohibit the use of such weapons without at the
pame time eliminating all possibilities of their manufecture and stockpiling,
‘will not prevent the possessors of such weapons from using them, just as the
most solemn international instrument outlawing war hes failed to prevent the
sgegressors from leunching war.

"This is especially true when the Soviet Union possesses nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons. The Soviet Union has no respect for, end has not
cbserved, the rule of pacta sunt servenda. It has violated practically all
political treaties it has concluded with the non-communist netions. Hilstory
pbounds with such Soviet vioclations. The Republic of China, therefore, has
no faith in the Soviet Union observing an internetional convention designed
to outlaw the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons."

(Signed) Tingfu F. TSIANG
Permanent Representative of China
+to the United Hations
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DENMARK

iﬁfiginal text: Englis_7

30 June 1962

- In reply to Your Excelleney's letter of 2 Jamuery 1962 in which, acting in
compliance with resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly on
2L November 1961, you asked For the views of the Danish Government on the
possibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on the
ﬁrohibition of the use of nuclear and ﬁhermonuclear weapons for war purposes,
I have the honour to communicaete the following detasils about the Denish
Govermment's views on this metter:

It is & well-known fact that the Danish Government ere stromgly in favour
of all endeavours to minimize the riskes which muclear wespons presént to menkind.
The Danish Government are consclous of the respénsibility which every Menmber
State of the United Nations must bear in this respect. The views expressed in
resolution 1653 (XVI) are therefore in meny respects in conformity with those
of the Danish Govermment who highly appreclate the motives underlying this
resolution.

The Danish Government consider that the risks involved by the use of
miclear wespons for purposes of warfare are best discussed in the framework of
discussions on .general and complete disarmament under internationel control.

In these circumstences the best forum for discussion of meassures that way
eontribute tdwards & lasting and safe solution to the problems attending miclear
weapons would seem to be the Eighteen-Nation Disarwament Committee in Geneve.

The Danish Government would find it less expedient to convene a special
conference to preﬁare and sign g convention on the lines indicgted in
resolution 1653 (XVI), because the discussions at such a conference = isolated
from the set of general problems atbtending disarmement - could hardly contribute
anything to the solution of the problems involved; on the contrery, it is
feared thet such discussions might impair the efforts of the'Eighteen-Nation
Disgrmament Committee.

. I avail myself of this opportunity to express to Your Excellency the
assurances of my highest consideration.
(Sigped) J.0. KRAG

[oe
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FRANCE

Zariginal text: Frenqé7

12 June 1962

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 2 January 1962
regarding resolution 1653 (XVI) which the General Aésembly adopted on
2l November 1961 concerning the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons.

You drew my attention to operative paragraph 2 of that resolution, whereby
the Secretary-Qeneral is requested to "consult the Governments of Member States
to ascertain their views on the possibility of convening a special conference
for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-
nuclear weapons for war purpeses and to réport on the results of such consultaticn
to the Genmeral Assembly at its seventeenth session'.

The French Government has.repeatedly had occasion in the past to make known
its position with regard to the problems in question. Tt is in sympethy with
those who are rightly concerned at the seriousness of thesé problems and the
urgent neéd to solve them. Tt does not reject the principle underlying provisions
of the kind reflected in.resolution 1653%; they may well have merit at a certain
point in a ouclear disarmamenﬁ process end in a more general context. It does
not, however, appear to us either realistic or desireble, when embarking upoh
the péth of disarmament, to begin with provisions which, though of fundamental
importance for the security and self-defence of States, cannot by their wvery
nature be mede subject to effective controls or guarantees. In the troubled
world in which we live moral prohibitions, solemnly proclaimed but not subject
to control, would not dissipate mistrust and might even increase it. 1In
accordance with the view frequently stated by my Government, it is on the basils
of genulne disarmament measures the application of which would be effectively
controlled and guaranteed that disérmament, i.e. nuclear disermement first and

foremost, should be undertsken as a matter of extreme urgency.
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As T indiceted in the letter which I had the honour to address to you on
15 March 1962, the French Govermment is in favour of the conclusion of an
international égreement on this subject. -On various occasions, and agaln quite
recently, it has made specific proposals to the other nuclear Powers to that
effect.

(Signed) COUVE DE MURVILLE
- Minister for Foreign Affairs
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GABCN

Zﬁfiginal text: Frencgj

16 February 1962

I have the honour, in reply to your letter PO 130 of 2 January enclosing
the text of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly on
24 November 1961, to inform you of the views of the Gabon Government.

It does not seem necessary, for the time being, to convene a speclal
conference for the signing of a convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons. In the view of the Gabon Government, the
Swedlsh resclution cannot be'separated Trom the other disarmement measures
considered by the Committee of eighteen nations, on which both nuclear and

non-nuclear Powers are represented.

(Signed) J. AUBAME
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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GREECE

[Original text: Englishf

26 March 1962

With reference to your letter sub. No. PO 130 of 2 January 1962, by which
you kindly requested the views of the Royal Hellenic Government oﬁ resolution 1653
of the XIVIth General Assembly, I have the honour to acquaint you with the
following. _ |

As you will remember, my delegation voted against this resolution, being
convinced that the ben on the use of nuclear weapons, i.e. the abolishment of
atomic armements, can be achieved only within the framework of a general and
complete disarmement, implemented through effective international controls.

Indeed, without general and complete disgrmament, internatlonal peace and
security could be endangered, because the 1liberal countries which would renounce
atomic armaments, without international controls, would find themselves at a
disadvantage with regard to other countries having no intention to comply with
the international undertakings into which the former have entered in gocd faith.

In the absence of an agreement on general dlsarmement, maintaining the right
to nuclear defence could not be considered as contrary to the spirit of the
United Nations Charter ér internationsl law in general, especially in the case
of smell countries whose security rests on the system of collective security and
responsibility.

In accordance with these views, the Greek Government holds the opinion that
it would be superfluous to convene a special conference on the prohibition of
nuclear weapons. This matter falls within the competence of the Committee meetlng
now in Geneva in order to deal with general and complete disarmament, which
ineludes the question of the use of nuclear and thermo-puclear devices for war

PUrposes.

(gigned) Dimitri S. BITSIOS
Perranent Representative of Greece
to the United Nations
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IEETAND

[fOriginal text: English/
29 June 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter PO 130 of 2 January 1962,
requesting the views of the Govermment of Ireland, pursuant to
Resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly on 2L November 1961, on
the possibility of convening a special conference for signing a conveniion on
the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons for war
purposes.

The Government of Ireland asre strongly in favour of taking all effective
steps to eliminate the danger of nuclesr war with all its disastrous
consequences for mankind. As is well known the Trish Delegafion in the
General Assembly has often expressed its amnxleties that the build-up and further
spread of nuclear weapons could lead to & nuclear cataclysm. We are not
convinced however that the signing of a simple declaration would be an effective
method of preventing the use of nuclear weapons or that such a declaration
would add anything to the clear terms of the Charter by which all members are
obliged to refrain in their internationsl relations frbm the threat.or use of
foree agalnst any State and to teke effective collective measures for the
prevention and removal of threats “to the peace and for the suppression of acts
of asggression. .

In the absence of an effective system of world law and law enforcement,
the danger of war remalns and with it the prospect that the most powerful and
destructive weapons at the disposal of the combatents will be used in the event
of war. If the survival of s nuclear Power were at sbake, the Irish Government
cannot believe it would hesitate to use the nuclear weapons at its disposal,
irrespective of any declarations against their use it may have made or subscribed
to. TIndeed, there have already been threats to use nuclear weapons where no
.question of the survival of a nuclear povwer was involved.

My Govermment, therefore, consider that the Kellogg pact type of convention
propoged would serve no useiful purpose. In our view it might even be positively

dangerous in so far as 1t would temd to encourage & false sense of security

feos
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end lead States to reduce their endeavours to prevent the further spread of these
terrible weapons and to establish a world security sjstem which would be
effective in preventing war and would ensure the gradual elimination of nuclear
weapdns iﬁ the hands of individual POwers, They also feel that a special

conference to draft such a convention would distract attention from more fruitful
approaches to the eliminatlon of nuelear war.

(5igned) Frank AIKEN
Minister for External Affalirs
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ISRAEL

[Originel text: English/
29 June 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter of 2 Japuary 1962, transmitting
the text of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly at its
1063rd meeting on 24 November 1961, and inviting the views of my Governwent
on paragraph 2 of the operative part thereof.

In wy reply of 25 March 1962.to your letter of 2 Jenuary 1962,
trensmitting the text of resolution 166k (XVI), I pointed out that it
was the established policy of the Govermment of Israel to support all
effective measures designed to reduce the dangers facing menking s a result
cof nuclear srmements.,

I also drew atbention to some of the essential elements which must be
present in any procedﬁres and arrengements adopted, ln order to ensure that
they will in fact contribute to the attalmment of that aim.

My Govermment, while being in full agreement wlth. the ultimete objective,
ewbodied in resolution 1653 (XVI), of freeing the world from the threat of
nuclear and thermo-nuclear war, conslders that at the present time careful
attention must be given to the possible implications which the adoption of any
new procedures in this area might have on the chances for the succéssaful
conclusion of the deliberations now being held in Geneva within the framework
of the Conference of the Eighteen-Nation Committee on Disarmement.,

(Signed) Golda MEIR
Minlster for Foreign Affairs
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ITALY

[Original text: Itallan/

T have the honour to refer to your letter, dated 2 January 1962, with which,
in conformity with the task confefred‘upon you by the General Assembly under
resolution 1653 (XVI) you requested a statement of the views of The Italian
Government on the possibility of convening a special conference for signing a
convention cn the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo~nuclear‘ﬁeapéns
for war purposes. |

The Italien Qovermment is fully awere of the importance of the problem to
which resolution 1653 (XVI) refers, and has not failed to express on several
occasions ité keen interest in any initiative aimed at'freeing mankind from the
nuclear threat. The Italian Government, by its action in the course of the past
sessions of the General Assembly and in the Eighteen Nation Committee on
Disarmament at (Geneva, has shown and conbinues to show the tenaclfy and the
earnestness with which it pursues these aims. Therefore, the Italian Governmeht,'
consistent with its action to date, favours in principle an initiative such as
the one proposed, even though it realizes that the danger of a nuclear war
cannot be eliminated simply by the prohibition of the use of weapons of mass
destruction.

A convention, such as the one advocated by the sponsors of
resolution 1653 (XVI), would establish the prohibition of the use of nuclear
weapons, but would leave lntact in the hands of the nuclear Powers the entire
destructive potential which they possess today. And the Italian Government
wonders whether in this way the aims that are allegedly being pursued would be
achieved. With this doubt in mind, it is our opinion that a convention that
forbids the use of nuclear weapons should form part of a wider agreement of the
kind which is so laboriously being sought at Geneve.

The purpose which inspired: the spomsors and the supporters of
resolution 1653 (XVI) must therefore be pursued in the context of an agreement

for genefal and ccuplete disarmement under effective interpational control, and

ons
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such an agreement nmust eliminate all instruments for wagling wer and establish a
system for the meintenance of peace in a disarmed world. For these reasons the
Italian Government continues to be of the opinion that the Conference of the
Eighteen Nation Committee on Disarmament, now in progress in Geneva, 1s the most
appropriate body to tackle‘these problems, and suggests that every effort must
be made to make the Conference constructive esnd conclusive. Initiatives such as
those advocated in resolution 1653 (XVI) will be useful if they will strengthen
and stimulate the efforts now being made et Geneva, thue avoiding the danger of

diverting and dissipating energy from the said Conference.

(6igned) vVittorio ZOPPI

R Ambassador

Permanent Representative of Italy
to the United Nations
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JAPAN

[Originel text: English/

1 July 1g62

T have the honour to refer to your letter PO 130 dated 2 Janusry 1962
trensmitting the text of resolution 1653 (XVI) and to communicate to you the views
of my Govermment as follows:

The Jepanese Goverment keenly wishes to see the eariiest possible
realization of concrete measures of nucleer disermement. However, the question of
banning the use of nuclear weepons is closely related to other disarmement
measures, the effectiveness of which cannot be assured unless it is fully backed
up by such concrete measures of genefal and ccmplete~disarm§ment a8 prohibition
of the production of nuclear weapons and gradual reduction of stockpiles.of such
weapons under effective intermational conirol.

It is, therefore, the views of my Govermment thet the Eighteen Netion
Disarmement Committes is the most approﬁriate place to tackle the question of
banning the use of nuclear weapons within the framework of general and complete
disarmement and thet the convening of e special conference for signing &
convention on prohkibition of the use of nueclear weapons would not, in our
Judgement, be productive so far as the qﬁestion 1s teken up separately from
generai'and complete disarmement, particularly under & situation wheré the Powers
concerned have teen uneble yet to reach an accord on any concrete measures of

disarmement, let slone the problem of suspending nuclear weapons testing.

(signed) Zentaro KOSAKA
Minister for Poreign Affairs




Af517h

English
Annex IT
Page 59

LUXEMBOURG

[Original text: French/
28 June 1962

1 bave the honour to refer to your letter No. PO 130 of 2 January 1962, in
which you informed me of your desire 4o ascertain, 1ln pursuance of
General Assembly resolution 1653 (XvI), the views of the Luxembourg Government
on the possibility of convening & special conference for signing a convention
on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermonuclesy wespons Tor war
purposes.

The Luxembourg Government, fully consecious of the disastrous consequences
e nuclear war would have for mankind, has always been prepared to study with the
greatest interest any measure designed to remove this terrible threat. Fof this
reason it has attentively followed the disarmament &iscussions\pow taking place
at Geneva in the Eighteen-Nation Committee. Since it is convinced that the
risk of atomic war cennot be eliminated simply by prohibiting the use of muclear
end thermomuclear weepons, as, proposed in resolution 1653 (XVI), the'Luxembourg
Government continues to favour a brosder convention providing for total
disarmement under effective internationsl control.

The Luxembourg Government accordingly believes that the convening of &
special conference for a convention on the prohibition of nuclear and
thermonuclear weapons would not be desirable in the present clrcumstences. It
hopes, on the other hend, thet no effort will be spared t0 facilitate the
successful outcome of the Conference of the Righteen-Nation Committee on
Disarmament now being held st Geneva.

(Signed) SCHAUS
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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MADAGASCAR
/Original text: French/
18 May 1962

In your letter No. PO 130 of 2 Januery 1962, you tremsmitted to me the text
of General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted on 24 November 1961, which
envisaged the possibility of convening & special conference for signiﬁg a
convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear Weapons .
for war purposes.

In this connexion, the position of the Malagesy Government remeins firm,
nemely that the question of nuclear srmements cannot be taken out of the wider
context of generzl and complete disarmament under effective international control.
This wae made urmistekebly clear in the Declaration of the Twelve Heads of State
of the African and Malagssy Union, who met ot Tananarive frem 6-12 September 1961
and who stated in that Declaration that they will support in the United Nations

"any proposal for the eliminaetion of war through géneral, progressive;

simultaneous and controlled dlsarmement. In particular, they will insist on.

effective inspection and control”.

In view of this, and considering further that the eighteen-natiocn Committee
in session at Genevas - from which the African and Malegasy Union was arbitrarily
excluded - has the responsibility of exemining the problem of general and ccmplete
disarmement, including that of the reduction and ultimete sbolition of nuclear
wenpons, the Govermment of the Malagesy Republic feels Justified in thinking that
there would be nc object in convening another speeial conference which would only
introduce & highly regrettable confusion into the negotiationé in progress on
this éubject.

(signed) A. SYLLA
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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NETHERLANDS

[Original text: English/

12 Vay 1962

With reference to your letter of 2 January 1962, PO 130, I have the honour
to trensmit to you herewith the views of nmy Government omn the possibility of
convening & speclal conference for signlng a convention on the prohibition of
the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons for war purposes. -

1. Like other Governments, the Netherlands Government is also gravely
concerned about the possible consequences of & nuclear war, and 1t is just as
desirous as they are to help in reaching a speedy and realistic solution of the
problems arising from the fery existence of nuclear and thermonuclear Weapons.
For those reasons the Netherlands Government fully understands the motives of the
spongors of resolution 1653 adopted by thelXVIth Genersl Assembly on
ol November 1961, which (as a separate measure) seeks to outlaw the use of nuclear
and ﬁhermonuclear weapons for war purposes.

o, Tn this connexlon the Netherlends Government wlshes to point out that
under the United Nations Charter states have assumed the obligation to refrain in
thelir internationsl relations from the threat or use of force which is nét in
conformity with the principles and aims of the United Watlons; moreover it is
importent to remewber that all Members of the United Fations are committed to the
concept of general and complete disarmement, the implementation of waich is the
most effective means to prevent armed conflicts being fought with arms of a
conventionel or nuclear neture.

3, The Netherlends Goverument believes that a mere declaration prohibiting
the use of auclear and thermonuclesr weapons as emvodied in resolution 1653 will
not diminish or eliminete the danger of nuclear war and will not enhance the
securlty of States and peoples. On the contrary, such a declaration might even
create s felse sense of security end induce Governments to slacken their efforts
to errive aﬁ practical and meeningful agreements on actual disarmament.

4. The Netherlands Government is furthermore of the opinion that the
proposed declaretion completely disregards.thé iﬁherent right of States to
individual and collective self-defence embodlied in the Charter of the United Naticns.

[en.
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In fact, the question of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons cannot be
isclated fromlthe problems of the menufacturing and stockpiling of such weapons
end their means of delivery. - These problems are closely interrelated and their
combined and’ redical solution, on the besis of the principle that the militery
and strategic'balance between the great powers must be maintained, can only be
achieved by the elimination of nuclear weapons and thelr nemes of delivery within
the framework of general and complete disarmement.

5. It will be clear from the foregoing that the Netherlands Government is
not in favour of & separate convention containing the declaration called for under
resolution 1655, and that it does not see that under the present clrcumstences
any constructive purpose would be served by éonvening e sPecial conference for the
drafting and slgning of such a convention. The Netherlands Government feels that
the problem of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons should be tackled
within the fremework of general and complete dlsarmament and that the Disarmement
Cormltiee of Eighteen, which is now meeting at Geneva, 1s the eppropriate forum
in which to discuss this problem.

(Signed) C.W.A. SCHURMANN
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
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NEW ZEATAND

[Originel text: English/
23 July 1962

T have the honour to refer to your letter of 2 Jamwery in vhich, pursuant
to resolution 1653, adopted by the General Assembly on ol November 1961, you
sought the views of the New Zealand Governmént on the possibility of convening
a special conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of nuclear
weapons for war purposes. |

T should like to put my reply in the context of the Govermment's general
views on disarmement. I recently summed up these views in the following terms:

"There is increasing urgency, as Mr. Macmillan says, in moving

away from 'this sterile contest'! of the nuclear arms race. It can only

end in two weys. One is catastrophe. The other is binding international
agreement on disarmament, whether complete, banning all arms, Qor, as &
first step, banning further nuclear tests. This is the only resl solution
and the quest for it must be pressed shead with the utmost urgency. Mo
Government would welcome such agreement more then we would; no Government
concedes more readily than we do that this is the most serious problem
facing menkind."

The Wew Zealand Govermment accordingly welccmes the opportunity to examine
any possible means of meking some measure of progress on this fundamental but
extremely complex and seemingly intractable problem of disarmament.

Tn considering the possibility of a conventicn prohibiting the use of nuclear
weapons, various questions arise. One question ls whether such & convention would
restriet the right of self-defence. Amendments designed to protect this right
vere rejected at the time the resclution was adopted. On the 6ther hand, the
Charter recognizes the right of self-defence, and, a8 the representative of
Pakistan seid at the time the resolution was adopted: "If the amendments are
seeking o meke clear that which the Charter provides, the resolution cannob
take those (Charter) rights away." Whatever the intention of the resolution,
the effect of the proposed convention is accordingly open to questioh.

The effect of the proposed conventicn pecomes even more doubtful when there
is no proposal for measures of enforcement, or for measures to relate the

convention tc other aspects of disarmement. The worth of simple declaratory
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undertakings was unfortunately revealed by the menner in which the morstorium on
niclear testiﬁg, as agreed by the major nuclear powers, was abruptly broken last
September.

It appears to my CGovernment, therefore, thet a convention of the kind
mentioned in your letter would. provide the semblance but not the substance of
progress on disarmaﬁent. Moreover an illusion of progress could lesd to the
relaxation of the greater effort required to conclude effectively binding and
controlled international agreement on disarmament.

In short, the New Zealand Government is not at present convinced of the value
of cénvening & special conference to sign a convention prohibiting nuclear weapons
because the Government believes that more radical measures are necessary to solve
this complex, fundamental and increasingly urgent problem. In the Disarmsment
Committee which has beén meeting in Geneva, there exists an appropriate forum
in which these wider issues may be considered and the New Zesaland Government
ettaches the utmost importance to the need for these negotiations to be pressed
ahead urgently and notwithstauding all the difficulties which arise.

(Signed) Keith HOLYCAKE
Minister of Extermal Affairs
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NICARAGUA

[Original text: Spanish/

9 April 1962

I have the honour to refer to your letter PO 130 of 2 January 1962, in which
you forwarded to this Ministry the text of resolution 1653 (XV1), adopted by the
General Assembly at its 1063rd meeting of 24 November 1961, requesting the
Secretary-General to obtain the views of Governments on the possikllity of
convening a special conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the
use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear wespons for war purnoses, znd to this Ministry's
reply No. 019 of 12 January 1962.

Being aware of the humanitarian purposes and intentions underlying the
Declaration in question, my Government believes that this subject should be dealt
with in the context of a generaldnd complete debate under effective lnternational

supervision, and we therefore deem it unnecessary to hold a special conference.

(Signed) Alfonso ORTEGA URBIWA
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affalirs
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NORWAY

[Original text: Bnglish/
27 June 1962

T have the honour to refer to your letter of 2nd January, 1962, in which, with
reference to General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI), you request the views of the
Worwegien Govermment regarding "the possibility of convening e specilal conference
for signing a conventlon on the prchibition of the use of nuélear and thermo~puclear
weapons for war purposes’.

The Norweglen Government fully understands the motives behind the resolution
end shares the concern expressed that "the armements race, particularly in the
nuclear and thermo-nuclear flelds, hes reached a dangerous stage reguiring all
possible precautlionary measures to protect humanity and its civilization from the
hazards of nuclear end thermo-nuclear catastrophe”. It is particularly with this
view ip mind that my Government takes a deep interest in all propossls which may
lead to real progress in the dissrmement question and eliminate the fear of war.
Thus the Norwegian Government has noted with setisfaction the asgreement contalned in
the joint statement by the United States apd the Soviet Union to the United Nations
16th General Asgembly on the principleé for general apd complete disgrmement. This
statement which wes unanimously endorsed by the United Netions'! General Assembly,
reflecte the view that there should be a talanced disarmement of nuclear and
conventional weapons. In the opinion of the Norwegian Govermment greet importance
should be attached tp thie joint statement by the World's two leading military
powers‘who exercise declsive influepce on the scolution of the question of
disarmement.

It is the view of the Norweglan Government that the guestion of prohiblting
the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclesr weapons should not be separated from the
general disarmament negotiations now under way, if real progress in this matter is
t0 be hoped for.

In the light of the views expressed above, the Norwegian Government does not
consider it expedient to convene a special conference to négotiate B convention
prohibiting the use of puclesr and thermo-nuclear weapons.

I have the honour to be,

K Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) Halvard LANGE /e
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PAKISTAN

Zﬁfiginal text: Englis§7

8 March 1962

T have the honour to refer to your letter Wo. PO 130 dated 2 February 1962,
transmitting the text of resolution 1653 {XVI) adopted by the General Assembly
on 24 November 1961.

The vaernment of Pakistan consider that the guestion of prohibiting the
nge of nuclesr and thermo-nuclear weapons for war PuUrposes forms part of the
-~ over-all question of disermement and can best be dealt with in the disarmament
negotiétions due to begin in Geneva on 14 March. The Government of Pakistan,
therefore, 4o not consider that any useful purpose would be served oy calling

a speclal conference at this stage.

(gigned) zZafrulla KHAN
Perranent Representative of Pakistan
to the United Nations
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PERU*

[Original text: Spanish/
15 March 1962

I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of your letter No. PO 1%0 of
2 January 1962, in which, in accordance with operative paragraph 2 of
resolution 1653 (XVI), adopted by the General Assembly on 24 November 1961, you
ask for the views of Peru on the possibility of convening a speciasl conference
for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons for
var purposes, -

In reply, I have the honour to state the following.

First of all, 1t should be pointed out thatheru gbstained In the vote on
resolution 1653 (XVI). There is no doubt that Peru shares the universal
aversion to the threat of nuclear war and cannot but condemn any aggressive use
of nuclear or thermo-nuclear weapons. Nevertheless, the Govermment of Peru
considers that the declaration contained in the resolution in guestion does not
adequately reflect the implications of the right of self-defence as established
in the San Francisco Charter, In the Peruvian Government's view, the existence
of that right is the prinecipal factor in the maintenance of peace, glven the
present international situation,

For the same reason, the Peruvian Qovernment considers that the prohibition
of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, if it is to be effective and give a
reagonable guarantee of securiby to all States, can only be achieved by a
general disarmament treaty subject to strict 1nternational control, The
Government does not think, therefore, that the convening of a conference for
the specifiec purpose of prohibiting the use of such wespons by means of an
international treaty would help to diminish the threat hangfng over mankind,
Only if such a treaty resolved the problem of disarmement as a whole, including
the question of methods of international oontroi, would it provide a guarantee
against the denger of étOmic war, But since the general question of disarmement
is at present the subject of nepgotiations through channels approved by the
General Assembly of the United Natioms, it is to be feared that the convening

* Also issued as document DC/201/4dd.2.

[eos
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of a conference to deal with one aspect of the matter, which can hardly be
separated from the whole, would interfere with the negotiations in an undesirable
way. ,

In short, the Peruvian Government does not take a favourable view of the
posgibllity referred to in operative paragraph 2 of General Assembly
resolution 1653 (XVI).

Turaing to a related metiter, I should like to reply, aiso, to your letter
No. PO 134 of 2 January 1962, in which, in pursusnce of operative paragraph 1
of General Assembly resolution 166l (XVI), you ask for the views of the Peruvian
Government on the conditions under which it might be willing to enter into
specific undertakings to refrain from manufacturing or acqulring nuclear weapons
and to refuse to receilve, in the future, such weapons in its territory on behalf
of any other country.

In this comnexion, I must state that the Peruvian Government has not
manufactured and does not menufacture nuclear weapons and has not scquired any
such weapons. So far, the possibility of its receiving such weapons In its
territory on behalf of other countries has not arisen. Should that possibility
‘arise, the Government would consider it in the light of the treatles governing
the inter-American regional system.

(Signed) ILuis ALVARADO G
Ministry of Foreign Relations
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PHILTPPINES

/Original text: English/
12 April 1962

T have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's Note (Ref: PO 130) dated
2 January 1962, requesting the views of the Philippine Government on the
possibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weépons for war purposes,
pursuant to paragraph 2 of the operative part of resolution 1653 (XVI), adopted
by the Genmeral Assembly on 2k November 1961.

T have ‘the honour to inform Your Excellency that while the Philippines shares
the concern which lies behind the desire to conclude a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapcns for war'purposes,
the Phiiippines is of the view that the search for an effective means to curb the
destructive use of nuclear power mey be betier served at the present time by
allowing the cuyrent negotiations of the Disarmamenx Committee In Genevs the fullest
chance to move forward to an eventual solution of ﬁhe over-all problem of
diserzament. We believe that a rere peper agreement to prohiblt the use of nuclear
weapons for war would be, not'pnly ineffective, but actually dangerous tnless it
1g verified under a foolproof system of inspectlon and controls,'gnd unless it is
accompanied by a declsion to destroy all existing stockpiles of nuclear Weapons,

together with systems of delivery.

(sienmed) Emmenuel FELAEZ
Secretary of Forelgn Affaire
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. BWEDEN

[ﬁfiginal text: Engligé?
14 June 1962

With your letter of 2 January 1962 you have kindly transmitted to me the text
of resolution 1653 (XVI) adopted by the General Assembly-on 2k November 1961, You
have in that context requested a statement of the views of the Swedish Government
“on the possibilities of convening & specisl conference for sighing a convention on
the prohibition of the use of nﬁclear and thermonuclear weapons for war purposes'.

The Disarmement Committee referred to in resolution 1722 (XVI) and now in
session in Geneva, was set up to consider the preblem of disermement in its
totality. One important aspect of the disarmament‘ﬁroblem, as reflected i.2. in
the plans for general and complete disarmement submitted to the Commlttee, is thé
problem of the pfohibition of the uge of nuclesr snd thermonuclear ﬁeapons. This
problem thus falls clearly under the terms of reference of the Committee. My
Government 1s strongly of the opinion that the work of the Disarmament Comnittee
as the chosen forum for discussion of the whole disarmement problem should be
pursued with 2ll vigour. Under these circumstences the Swedish Goveroment for its
part does not consider it eppropriate at the present time to convene a special

conference for the purpose envisaged in resolution 165% (XVI).

(Signed) Osten UNDEN
Minister for Foreign Affairs
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THATTAND

[Original text: English/
30 May 1962

I have the honour %o refer to your Note No. PO 130 dated January 2, 1962
requesting the views of His Majesty's Govermment on the possibility of convening
a speclal conference for siguing a convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclegr and thermo-nuclear wegponps for war purposes in pursuance of the Genersgl
Assembly's Resolution 1653 (XVI).

His Majesty's Government has given serious considerstion \to the matter and
has deeply reflected upon the implication of such move.

Indeed humanity, as a whole, 1s aware of and hence seriocusly concerned, with
the frightful effects of the recourse Lo nuclesr and thermo-nuclear warfare,
Thailend; belng & small non-nuclear country, is first and foremost against the
use of such and any other weapons for mass destruction. The fact remains,
however, that in the prevailing world conditions where mutusl suspicion rather
then goodwill seems to be the rule and the design Tor sgegrandizement and
domination is yet to be restrained, self-defense ccustitubes the paramount duty
of all nations, greabt and small a,like, for the preservation of their independence,
sovereignty as well as Tor the meintenance of internstional pesce and security.
Given the present balance of forces gmong the powers, nuclear wea.ponsl serve,
whether we like it or not, as a necessary deterrent to the risk of war.

While it is easy to call an international couference for & certain purpose,
it is quite a different thing to see to it that such purpose is achileved. The
prohibition of nuclear and thermo-nuclesr weapons 1s deslrable but 1t depends
upon a number of condlticns which, unfortunstely, do not exist mt the present time.
An international conference will be Prultful only if the partlecipants therein
share the seme determinabtlon to arrive at a workable agreement satisTactory to
all congerned. The fallure in the effort towards o cessgblon of nuclear wegpons
tests clearly indicates that & conference f‘dr the prohibition of the use of
nuclear and thermo-nuclear wegpons would not be erowned with a betber success in

the circumstances.



A/5LTL
Eaglish
Annex 1T
Page T3

It is, therefore, the consildered opinion of His Majesty's CGovermment that

~ such arrangement can be reached only as an inseparable paxrt of the settlement of
the long pending problem of general and complete disarmement. It is our Tervent
hope that the seventeen naﬁcion Committee, now meeting in Gereva, will be gble to
- produce g concrete plan with adequate safeguards and control which will be
accepted by all, thereby relieving the world from the heavy burden of srmament
together with the spectre of war.

(Signed) Thenat KHOMAN
Minister of Foreign Affalrs of Thalland
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[Original text: Inglishf
12 July 1962

With reference to your letter No. PO 130 of 2 January 1962, requesting me o
transmit the wviews of the Turkish Govermment oﬁ the desirability of convening a
speclal conference for signing a convention on the prohibition of the use of
nuclesr end thermonuclear weapons for war purposes, I have the honour to state
the following: ‘ '

Turkey, who is & founding member of the United Wations, has always been in
favour of the establishment of peace and security in the world. She is convinced
that world peace can only be established and maintained if a general and complete
disarmement is implemented under effective and efficient internstional control.
In the same céntext, the Turkish Govermment, while favouring all proposals giming
at achieving general and conplete disarmement, has never supported limited end,
consequently ineffective measures in the Field of disarmament. Therefore, in the
opinion of the Turkish Government, the prohibition of the use of nuclear and
thermonuclesr weapons for war purposes will £all short of an edequate measure
capable of resolving the whole of the disarmament problem., furthérmore, such
limited measures, by creating a false sense of security and failing to provide
effective safeguards through internabional control, may have the undesired effect
of tending to increase the possibility of surprise attacks. The convening of a
confererce of this neture may also slow down progress and decrease the chances of
success of the efforts that have been made for years to sign a disarmement treaty
containing all the safeguards for effective contfol which, in the opinion.of the
Turkish Government, is the only way to establish geﬁuine security in the world.
The Turkish Government believes that, in view of the fact that these questions are
being discussed by the Disarmement Commission in Geneva, it would not be
appropriate to convene s special eonfereﬁce on this matter.

In the view of the Turkish Government, the objective contained in the
General Assembly Resolution No. 1653 (XVI) can only be achieved if adequete
disarmament measures covering both nuclear end thermonuclear and conventional
weapons are agreed upon and an international control system, capable of putting

 these measures in application in a most éétisfactory manner, is established.
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The Turkish Government, therefore, thinks that the convening of a special
conference on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermonuclear weapons,

cannot constitute a practicel step towards the goal of preventing e nuclear war.

(Signed) Vahap ASTROGLU
Chargé d'Affaires a.i.




Af517M
English
Annex 1T
Page T6

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND

[Originel text: English/

g Aprll 1962

I have the honour to refer to Your Excellency's letter PO 130 of 2 January 1962
enclosing the text of resolution 1653 (XVI) and asking for the views of Her
Mejesty's Government on the possibility of c0n%ening a special conference for
signing e convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear end thermo-nuclear
wegpons for war purposes,

Herlmajesty's Government strongly sympathize with all efforts to remove the
danger of nucléer war and understand the motives of those who sponsored
resolution 1653 and theilr natursl sand Justified wish to free the world of this
denger. - o |

Unfortunately, however, Her Majesty's Government do not consider that this
denger can be eliminated by o simple prohibition of the use of the wespons
coneerned. As long as such weapons exist, and indeed as long as the danger of war
exists, the danger of nuclear war will exlst also. In the event of war betﬁeen
nuclear powers, 1t is very probable that nuclear weapons would be used,
notwithstanding any prohibitions'existing. Meanwhile, the exlstence of en
unenforceable prohibltlon on the use of these weapons would not contribute to
securlty but might even impair it by bfeeding a false impresslion that aggressive
action could be underteken without risking nuclear war.

For these reasons Her Majesty's Government feel that the only way to remove
The danger of nuclear war 1s by general and complete disarmanent under effective
international control which would eliminete ell means of wuglng war both nuclear
and couventionel and establish internationel machinery to kewp the peace in a
disarmed world. |

They would point out that, like all other Members of the Unlted Netions, they
have undertaken in the Charter to refrain from the threat or use of Fforce and they
take thile opportunity of repeating once more solemnly thelr assurance that they
will not use any weapons at thelr disposal, elther nuclear or otherwise, for
purpeses of aggression.
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In these circumstances, Her Majesty's Government consider that a Convention
dealing with nuclear weapons such as that proposed in resolubion 165% could not be
effective while theée weapone still exist; and that it is in any case unnecessary
to call e specisl Conference to discuss the proposals in this resolutlon, because
an international commitbee whose establishment was endorsed by General Assembly
resolution 1722 of 20 December 1961 is already meeting in Geneva to deal with the
whole field of disarmement, and the problems posed by thls resolution can most
sultably be examined there.

In reaching these conclusions Her Maﬁesty‘s Government have naturally taken
account of the views of other Governments whose replies to your letter have
already been published. In particular, they have noted the statement in the letter
of 12 March from the Minister for Forelgn Affairs of the USSR that "the conclusion
of the aforeselid convention should be an important step towsrds a complete
prohibltion of nuclear weapons”, They have, however, found themselves more in
agreement with the statements made by the Cheirman of the Council of Ministers of
the USSR on 8 September 1961, when he stated at a press interview that "if atomic
weapons are preserved and if war is unleashed, it will be a thermo-nuclear war.
Therefore world peace must be assured not by underteking to refrain from the use

of nuclear wegpons but by a radical solublon of the cardinal issues”.

(signed) Patrick DEAN
Permanent Representative to the United Nations
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UNTTED STATES OF AMERICA

~ [Original text: English/
30 June 1962

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 2 Jenuary in
which, pursuant to General Assembly Resolutiom 1653 (XVI), you request the
views of my deernment on the possibility of convening a speciel conference for
signing & convention on the prohibition of the use of nuclear and, thermo-nuclear
wespons for war purposes.

My Government is fuily aware of the importance of the problem to which this
resoclution is directed. Certainly no state can regard with equenimity the
denger posed by the possible use of nuclear weapons. The objective of every
law-ahiding power must be to seek conditions in which such weapons will no
longer form part of the arsenal of any netion. This objective underlies the
views expressed by the Representative of the United States during the last
session of the General Assembly on the problem of halting thé.proliferation of
nuclear weepons. It will continue‘th be the goal of the United States.

While my Government deplores the necessity to arm with weapons of mass
destruction, it believes that e prohibition on their use, unaccompanied by
messures leading to the attainment of general end complete disarmement in
e peaceful world, cannot provide eny real or lasting protection to potential
victims of nuclear ettack. Inﬁeed, a convention which would be merelj en
expression of the desire to eliminate nuclear weapons or prevent their spread
would not In itself establish the conditions of confidence necesgsary for
universal renunciation of such weapons. My Government believes that the cause
of disarmement cannct be advanced by the propsgetion of 1llusions about the
ease with which it can be solved. There is no quick and easy road to
disarmament. Its achievement will require the most devoted, constructive,
patient, and reslistic efforts. These efforts cannot be mobilized if the world
becomes a‘victim,of the illusion that disarmement can be accomplished by
declaretion without regard'to the security concerns of states. Accordingly,
in the judgement of my Government, &as long as conditions for a successful

conference do not exist, there is no point to nolding such a conference.
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The defense system of the United States and its allies, freely arrived at
in accord with the United Netions Charter, includes nuclear weapons. This
must continue to be the cage ag long ag 1t is impossible'to be certain
through measures of verification that other states, which could use such
weapons for aggresslive purposes, do not retain a similar erray of wagpons
in their netionel ersenels. The United States Government can and does offer
the fullest assurances that it will never use any weapon, large or small, with
eggressive intent., But the United States, like other free nations, must be
fully prepared to exercise effectively the inherent right of individusl and
collective self-defense as provided in the United Nations Charter.

The Charter of the United Netions makes a distinction, not between one
weapon and another, but between the use of force for asggression and for
defense. This distinction i1s critical. Tt is the firm belief of the
United States thaet the only sure way to eliminste the threat to mankind
posed by nuclear weapons 1ls t0 remove them from the arsenals of the nations
through a programme of general and compiete disarmement under effective
international control. Elimination of these weapons has been the goal of the
United States ever since it first proposed, in 1946, a plan for ensuring, under
adequate international séfeguards, thet stomic energy would be used only for
peaceful purposes.

In its Outline of Basic Provisions of a Treety on General and Complete
Disermement in e Peaceful World, the United States hes presented to the
Eighteen Nation Disarmement Conference, meeting at Geneva, realistic measures
for the elimination from all national arsenals of all weapons of wass
destruction, including nuclear and thermo-nuclear weepons. My Government
hopes that as the process of disarmement progresses, the threat of the use
of all weepons lncluding nucleexr weapons will disappear as the. weapons
themselves are destroyed. To this end the United Stetes is earnestly seeking
to attein its goal of a world in which the use of force is subjected 0o the
rule of law; & world in which general and complete disarmement under effective
international control has been achieved; & world in which adjustments to
change occur peacefully under the principles guiding the United Nations.
Specifically, the United States treaty outline provides for the progressive
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elimination of ermements until states possess in their national arsenals only
those forces and egreed types of non-nuclear srmaments required for internal
order,

The Conference of the Eighteen Nation Committiee on Disarmement is currently
charged with negotiating a balanced disermement sgreement under effective
international control in keeping with the unenimously approved General Assembly
Resolution 1722 (XVI), which called for negotiations based on the Joint US-USSR
Statement of Agreed Principles. It is to he noted thet the disarmement
regolution was adopted subsequent to adoption of the resolution regérding
banning the use of nuclear weapons.

My Government believes it appropriate that the guestion of reducing and
eventuaslly eliminating nuclear weapons is being actively considered in the
conbext of general end. complete disermement by the Eighteen Nation Committee
in Geneve. It is the fervent hope of the United States Government and its
people that the negotiations in Geneva will achieve an agreement which will
lead to a free, secure, and peaceful world.

(8igned) Dean RUSK
Secretary of State of the
United States of America
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MEXTCO

lﬁfiginal text: Spani5§7
2h April 1962

T have the hondur to refer to your note, No. PO 130, of 2 Januery 1962,
addressed to the Becretary of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, in implementation of
resolution 1653 (XVI), paragraph 2 of which requests the Secretary-General to
"eonsult the Govermments of Member Stetes to ascertain their views on the
possibility of convening a special conference for signing a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermc-nuclear weapons for war pﬁrposes
and to report on the results of such consultation to the General Aszembly at its
seventeenth session”.

In this connexion, I wish to assure you that my Government's basic position
is to favour any actlon which mey lead to the prohibition of the use of nuclear
and thermo-nuclear weapons.

As regards the possibility of convening a special conference for signing
& convehtion on the prohibition of the use of such weapons, however, I shoﬁld
like to draw your attention to the following considerstions:

When e separate vote was taken on paragraprh 2 of the resolution iﬁ question
at the sixteenth session of the General Assembly, the Mexican delegation ebstained
from voting, on the grounds that onelof the chief tasks of the eighteen-netion
Disarmament Committee - which was then belng planned and was subsequently
‘constituted - would be, inter alia, to work towards the same purpose of
prohibiting the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear weapons, and thet it was
undesirable to impede its work. |

The Government of Mexico, therefore, believed at the time and continues to
believe that before stating eny final views on the advisability of convening the
conference in guestion, it should wait until the results of the work of the
eighteen-nation Disarmement Committee are made known through the report which will
in due course be igsued by that body. At that time the Mexican Government will of
course re-examine all the aspects of the question in the light of that report.

‘ (8igned) Dr. Jorge CASTANEDA
Alternate representative of Mexlco

to the United Nations
Chargé de mission ad interim
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TOGO

[Original text: Frenchy
7 June 1962

1 have the homour to acknowledge receipt of your letter FO 130 of
2 Januery 1962 trensmitting the text of resolutlon 1653 (XV1), vhich the General
Assembly sdopbed at its 1063rd meeting, on 24 November 1961.

In accordance with the recommendation in the above resolution, you asked
the views of my Govermnment on the possibility of convening a special
conference Tor signing s cbnvention on the prdhibition of the use of nucleér
and thermo-nuclear Wwespons For War purposes. '

In view of the fact that the Foreilgn Ministers of the chief nuclear Powers
and of neubtral countries have been meeting at Geneva for the last few months for
the purpose of finding a mutually acceptable basis for a éisarmament agreement,
my Goverument considers +that 1t would bé better to awailt the £inal result of
this cbnference before deciding updh the advisability of convening another

conference,

(Signed) Paulin FREITAS
Minister of State and Minlster
for PForeign ATfairs of the

Republie of Togo
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UNITED ARAB REPUBLIC

[Original text: English/
26 March 1962

With reference to General Assembly resolution 1653 (XVI) regarding the
possibllity of convening a specisl conference for signing a convention on the
prohibition of the use of nuclear and thermo-nuclear wespons for war purposes,
I have the honour to inform Your Excellency, that the matter is'receiving the
gttention of my Government, and will be dealt with, in the light of the

forthecming results of the work of the Eighteen Nation committee on Disarmament
presently convening in Geneva.

(signed) H. Z. SABRY
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs.

-t o s





