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Letter dated 31 Decenber 1996 fromthe Pernanent Representative
of Burkina Faso to the United Nations addressed to the
Secret ary- Gener al

| have the honour to transmit to you herewith the conclusions of the
Ni net eent h Conference of the Heads of State and Governnent of France and Africa,
hel d i n Quagadougou from4 to 6 Decenber 1996.

| should be grateful if you would have the text of this letter and its
annexes circul ated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda items 12,
71, 98 and 112, and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Gitan R QOUEDRAOCGO
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Annex |

Final Declaration issued at the close of the N neteenth

Conference of the Heads of State, Governnent and

Del egation of France and Africa, held in Quagadougou
from4 to 6 Decenber 1996

The heads of State, Governnment and Del egation of France and Africa, meeting
i n Quagadougou from4 to 6 Decenber 1996, exchanged views on the nain
devel opnents taking place in Africa and the world.

They endeavoured to strengthen the |inks between good governance and
devel opnent.

To this end, they solemmly reaffirmed that:

Econom ¢ devel opnent can be viable only if it is part of a long-term
vision within the franework of a society-based project reflecting
coll ective choices. This entails the existence of mechani sms and
capacities for ensuring coherence between essential short-term
econom c reforms and nedi um and | ong-term devel opnent poli ci es;

The ultimate goal of developnent is to build a social order that is
based on a vision of justice and peace and accepted by the mgjority,
respects distinctive characteristics and is capabl e of enabling
everyone to secure his well-being and contribute to the collective
wel f are;

In order to be sustainable, devel opnent nmust be rooted in a
constitutional state and be achieved through efficient adm nistration
ensuring the sound managenent of public affairs and naking it possible
to achieve the collective welfare;

The State, while not the sole actor in this devel opnment process, bears
the primary responsibility for it.

Wel com ng the progress already achi eved al ong these lines, the heads of
State, Governnment and del egati on undertake to continue to:

Strive towards the adaptation of |egal norms ensuring respect for
human rights;

Ensure respect for these norns by elected representatives, governnent
officials, and the citizens thensel ves;

Ensure the equality of all before the |aw and guarantee the
possibility of neans of recourse against decisions by governnent
of ficials;

Take the necessary | egal and budgetary neasures to ensure the
i ndependence of the judicial system
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- Ensure the enforcenent of court rulings, including those that involve
the responsibility of the State;

- Ensure the effective subordination of arned forces and security forces
to the constitutional order

- Guar ant ee freedom of the press;
- Ensure greater representati on of wormen in decision-maki ng bodi es.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation al so underscored the
i nportance of the followi ng principles:

- The continuation of the efforts nmade to adapt human resources training
and the nunber of civil service personnel to the needs and resources
of the State;

- | mpl enentation of a budgetary policy reflecting the priority given to
establishing denbcratic institutions and naintaining soci al
devel opnent programes, and ainmed at limting mlitary expenditures;

- Respect for the principles of transparency and accountability at al
| evel s of the State;

- Creation of an environnent conducive to the devel opnent of economic
activity and investnent. |In this respect, they wel coned the entry
into force of the Treaty on the Harnoni zati on of Business Law in
Africa, an exenplary instrument for regional integration

- Devel opnent of a strong policy favouring the private sector and
private enterprise in both the formal and informal sectors.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egations reaffirned their
determ nation to work together to achieve stability and security in Africa by
supporting ongoi ng processes aimed at providing Africa with the mechani sns
necessary for crisis prevention and peacekeepi ng.

They reaffirmed their support for nechanisns to prevent, manage and resol ve
conflicts, particularly those of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) as well
as the use of subregional bodi es designed to ensure better crisis prevention and
i nproved coordi nati on of national efforts under the auspices of the United
Nat i ons.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation noted with interest the
statenent by Hi s Excellency M. Henri Konan Bédi &, President of the Republic of
Cbte d'lvoire, concerning the Félix Houphouet Boigny Prize for Pronpting Peace.

In view of the Prize's prestige and the tribute paid to the work of the
| ate President Félix Houphouet Boigny, the Conference reaffirmed its ful
support for this distinguished award.
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They al so appealed to all of Africa's partners to continue to heed the
needs of Africa in the areas that concerned it directly and to provide it with
adequat e assi stance in order to support its devel opment efforts.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation also affirmed their
comm tnent in support of efforts ained at mine clearance and the elimnation of
anti - personnel m nes.

They condemmed the use of children as soldiers and the crimnals that
engage in that practice.

In order, in particular, to support efforts already nmade and those to be
agreed upon in the future with regard to the various aforenenti oned objectives,
the heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation reaffirnmed the need for devel oped
countries to show a greater solidarity with devel oping countries.

They expressed satisfaction at the Special Initiative on Africa initiated
by the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the proposal to undertake a
new gl obal partnership for devel opnent nmade by the group of the seven nmgjor
industrialized countries at their last summt neeting in Lyons.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation stressed that, by deciding
not to call into question the principle of official devel opment aid, the sumit
neeting of the group of the seven mgjor industrialized countries in Lyons
renewed the vision of the relationship anong devel opnent partners based on
conmon i nterest.

They noted that the summt meeting affirmed the determ nation of the
devel oped countries and multilateral institutions to inmprove further the
nodalities for settling the debts of the poorest countries and they enphasi zed
the need to give concrete expression to that determ nation as soon as possi bl e.
In this respect, the debt owed to menbers of the Paris Cub should be dealt with
in a nore favourabl e manner

Furthernore, the heads of State, Governnment and del egati on expressed
satisfaction with the conm tnment undertaken at Lyons by the nbst devel oped
countries to extend for as |long as necessary the reinforced Structura
Adj ustment Facility of the Bretton Wods institutions.

They noted the intention of the group of the seven ngjor industrialized
countries to make a particular effort on behalf of sub-Saharan Africa and focus
assi stance on the poorest countries that have limted access to capital narkets.
Nevert hel ess, they expressed the wish that that should not penalize the
countries whose efforts had enabled themto inprove their econom c and financi al
si tuati on.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation agreed on a foll ow up neeting
of Mnisters for Foreign Affairs in Paris in Decenber 1997. That neeting wll
deternmine the date for the Twentieth Conference, to be held in France in 1998.
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The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation expressed satisfaction at the
quality of their dial ogue and the atnosphere of friendship and trust that
prevail ed during the Conference.

Lastly, the heads of State, Governnent and del egati on expressed their
sincerest appreciation to Hs Excellency M. Blaise Conpaoré, President of
Bur ki na Faso, and to the Governnment and peopl e of Burkina Faso for the warnth
and quality of the reception given to themand their del egations and for all the
consi deration showed to themduring their stay in Quagadougou
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Annex |1

Declaration on the situation in the G eat Lakes region
i ssued at the close of the N neteenth Conference of the
heads of State, Governnent and del egation of France and
Africa, held in Quagadougou from4 to 6 Decenber 1996

The heads of State, Governnent and del egation of France and Africa, meeting
i n Quagadougou from4 to 6 Decenber 1996, express their grave concern about the
situation in the Geat Lakes region, particularly:

. | N EASTERN ZAl RE

Deeply concerned about the humanitarian consequences of this situation and
the difficulties encountered by international organizations in providing
assistance to those who require it, enphasize the urgent need, in such a
situation, to ensure that the aid is made avail abl e where necessary;

Recal | the statenent made by the countries of the region in Nairobi on
5 Novenber 1996, the communi qué issued at the Fourth Extraordi nary Session of
the Central Organ of the Organization of African Unity Mechanismfor Conflict
Prevention, Managenent and Resolution, held at the level of Mnisters in Addis
Ababa on 11 Novenber 1996, and Security Council resolutions 1078 (1996) and
1080 (1996);

Wel cone the efforts already made by QAU, the Special Envoy of the European
Uni on, the Special Envoy of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the
United Nations Security Council and nunerous States, particularly African ones;

Reaf firmtheir respect for the inviolability of borders and, in particular
the need for all States to respect the sovereignty and territorial integrity of
the States of the region;

Urge the United Nations and QAU to take all possible steps to deploy the
international force in accordance with Security Council resolutions 1078 (1996)
and 1080 (1996);

Request all States to halt all violence and initiate a process of dial ogue
and negoti ati on;

Underscore the urgent need to address, as a whole, the problens of the
Great Lakes region, which are interconnected

Reaf firmthe need to hold an international conference on peace, security
and stability in the Great Lakes region under the auspices of the United Nations
and QAU in order to find a way to bring about a conprehensive and | asting
solution to the problens in the region. The conference should lead to the
conclusion of a "pact for stability in the Geat Lakes region of Africa"
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1. |I'N BURUNDI

The heads of State, CGovernnment and del egation noted the declaration of the
sunmt neeting of heads of State and Governnent of the countries nmenbers of the
United Nations Standing Advisory Commttee on Security Questions in Centra
Africa, held on 2 and 3 Decenber 1996 in Brazzaville, the Congo.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation encourage the countries of
the Great Lakes region, in consultation with other countries, to continue their
efforts to assist Burundi in nmaking progress towards a national dial ogue.

In this respect, they call upon the parties to the conflict in Burundi to
initiate a dialogue imediately and urge the countries of the region to take

appropriate nmeasures concerning the enbargo in order to alleviate the suffering
of the popul ation.

Reservati on

- Rwanda
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Appendi x

Aware of the fact that Africa is one of the continents nost seriously
af fected by the spread of anti-personnel |and-m nes and that nore than 20
African countries are direct victinms of it, the heads of State, Covernnent and
del egation stated their profound concern at the fact that those mines kill or
mutil ate hundreds of persons every week, particularly children, inpede economc
devel opnent and reconstruction, and hinder the repatriation of refugees and the
return of displaced persons to their hones within their countries.

They expressed satisfaction at the assistance programres which facilitate
m ne-cl earance operations and nake it possible to provide humanitarian support
to the victins of anti-personnel |and-mnes. They pledge their cooperation in
carrying out those operations.

They wel coned the adoption on 3 May 1996 of the strengthened Protocol on
Prohi bitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mnes, Booby Traps and O her Devi ces,
annexed to the 1980 Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
Certain Conventional Wapons Wich May Be Deened to Be Excessively Injurious or
to Have Indiscrimnate Effects, and they expressed their determination to take
the necessary steps to accede to it w thout del ay.

The heads of State, CGovernnent and del egation committed thensel ves to the
goal of achieving the total and general elimnation of anti-personnel m nes.

They expressed the conviction that a legally binding and verifiable
i nternational agreenent on the conpl ete and conprehensive prohibition of
anti-personnel mnes would substantially reduce the suffering of civilians and
conbatants and pronote security for all.

They will actively contribute to the negotiation of such an internationa
agreenent. In that regard, they wel comed the noratoriuns, prohibitions and
restrictions already adopted by a nunber of countries on the production, use and
export of anti-personnel |and-mines, as well as the unilateral reduction of
arsenal s.



