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New York
President Mr. Freitasdo Amaral . .. ......... .. .. ... .. .. . ... (Portugal)
In the absence of the President, Mr. Peerthum Fifty years ago, in the aftermath of the Second
(Mauritius), Vice-President, took the Chair. World War, with its destructive nationalism, economic
and social depression and the attendant social dislocation,
The meeting was called to order at 3.10 p.m. the United Nations was established. It was founded by
men and women who were determined to save succeeding
Agenda item 9(continued generations from the scourge of war. They created the
United Nations as the only universal international
General debate organization that would exist to cope with global

problems and ensure that the international community
The Acting President: | call first on the Minister for ~ enjoyed peace and prosperity. The United Nations Charter
Foreign Affairs of Uganda, His Excellency Mr. Ruhakana and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights provided
Rugunda. the bedrock for a new system of rights and obligations for
the promotion of international peace and security.
Mr. Rugunda (Uganda): Allow me on behalf of the
Ugandan delegation to convey our warm greetings to The new order, organized on the basis of universality
Mr. Diogo Freitas do Amaral on the occasion of his and sovereign equality, was intended to encompass all
election to the presidency of the fiftieth session of the nations, large and small, strong and weak, in order to
General Assembly. His election does great honour to hispromote the well-being of all peoples. The United Nations
country, Portugal, with which Uganda enjoys very cordial thus emerged as a beacon of hope out of the ruins and
relations. We are confident that Mr. Freitas do Amaral will darkness of the Second World War. Today this vision
guide the Assembly’s deliberations to a successfulremains as valid as it was 50 years ago. It is for that
conclusion. reason that we reaffirm our confidence in the
Organization and its global mandate.
Allow me also to pay special tribute to His Excellency
Mr. Amara Essy, Foreign Minister of C6te d’lvoire, for the In the five decades of the existence of the United
skilful manner in which he presided over the work of the Nations, the world has witnessed remarkable changes. The
forty-ninth session of the General Assembly. communications revolution and the globalization of the
world economy have transformed the world into a global
| salute the Secretary-General, His Excellency village and have increased interdependence among
Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for his tireless efforts in the nations. The cold war, which dominated the post-War era,
service of our Organization. ended, with the favourable dramatic transformation of
East-West relations. Over 100 States which were colonial
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dependencies in 1945 achieved independence. We also  We salute the return of peace to Cambodia, Haiti,
witnessed the birth of a free, non-racial and democratic Mozambique and Angola, and we are encouraged by the
South Africa and the elimination of the obnoxious system positive developments in Liberia, Bosnia and Herzegovina
of apartheid. and the Middle East. We commend the steps being taken
by the Government in Rwanda to restore normalcy and
While the end of the cold war has reduced tension national reconciliation, and we call for expeditious and
between the major Powers and has facilitated the resolutiorfull activation of the International Tribunal for Rwanda.
of a number of regional conflicts, we continue to witness
the proliferation of intra-State conflicts. These are new We believe that it is possible to contain the situation
challenges which call for more innovative approaches andin Burundi and avoid the replication of the genocide that
which underscore the continuing relevance of the Unitedwas perpetrated in Rwanda last year. We continue to be
Nations. concerned about the situation in Somalia and call for
reconciliation among the parties to the conflict there.
We believe that the United Nations should address in
a concrete and decisive manner the issue of socio-economic  As regards Western Sahara, we urge all parties to
development, without which peace and security cannot beexercise the statesmanship necessary to prepare the way
sustained. The United Nations and the internationalfor a just and durable solution. In order to consolidate and
community have to renew their resolve to eradicate povertygive hope to all these troubled parts of the world the
and deprivation. This spectre of poverty and deprivation isinternational community must render all necessary
rampant in Africa and in the least developed countries. Wesupport. We in Uganda will continue to contribute to
should act collectively and decisively to change this conflict resolution, peacemaking and peace-keeping,
situation. The fiftieth anniversary celebrations are a fitting within our capabilities.
occasion to make this solemn commitment.
The threat posed by the proliferation of weapons of
It is no coincidence that our region, Africa, which is mass destruction remains a matter of grave concern to this
the least developed in the world, is also the most affectedOrganization. We welcome the conclusion of the Review
by strife and conflict. In order to put an end to this we need and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
to foster a comprehensive approach which addresses théhe Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). This
root causes of these conflicts and consolidates andshould strengthen the non-proliferation regime. If that is
guarantees durable peace and security. To this end, wéo be fully realized, it should be complemented by the
must, first of all, boost our capacity to anticipate and entry into force of the Convention on the Prohibition of
prevent conflicts before they occur, through preventive the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of
diplomacy. Secondly, we should be prepared to respondChemical Weapons and on Their Destruction. It is
swiftly to emergency situations. And lastly, we must deplorable that, in spite of the indefinite extension of the
consolidate the peace by putting in place recovery andNPT, some countries have continued to carry out nuclear
rehabilitation programmes in order to create the economictests. This goes against the letter and the spirit of the
conditions for peace and stability. understanding on the indefinite extension of the
non-proliferation Treaty.
In addition to this, there should be increased
recognition of the role of the affected regions in the We note the progress made so far in the negotiations
formulation of appropriate responses. It is for this reasonon a comprehensive test-ban Treaty, and we urge its early
that we consider the establishment of the Organization ofconclusion. We welcome various regional initiatives
African Unity mechanism for conflict prevention, aimed at establishing nuclear-weapon-free zones and we
management and resolution a timely and appropriatesupport the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
initiative. The Organization of African Unity decision to put in Africa as a contribution to global disarmament efforts.
in place a Central Organ for that mechanism was an equally
positive development. We appeal to the international In both its domestic and its foreign policy, Uganda
community to render the requisite financial and technical accords high priority to the observance of human rights.
support to complement Africa’s efforts to make these We have entrenched in the new Constitution a human
institutions work. rights commission as an institutional framework for the
development and observance of human rights. We wish
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to express our appreciation to all countries and institutions We have undertaken bold economic and political
that have supported us in our efforts to develop andreforms in Uganda with a view to creating an
strengthen human-rights monitoring and enforcementenvironment conducive to the consolidation of social and
capabilities. economic progress. These reforms have been
characterized by the attainment of basic macro-economic
We have just completed the process of establishing astability and the enhancement of democracy and the rule
Constitution, aimed at consolidating the rule of law. The of law, and they have stimulated reasonable economic
new Constitution was enacted on 22 September 1995 by ayrowth and social progress. In spite of these modest
democratically elected Constituent Assembly and is due toachievements our countries continue to depend heavily on
be promulgated shortly. The Constitution paves the way tothe export of primary commaodities, which do not attract
the holding of general and presidential elections, which arefair prices in international markets. There has also been
scheduled for early next year. This will enhance the a steady decline in the availability of both domestic and
empowerment of the people to take charge of their ownexternal resources for development. To compound the
governance and their own destiny. situation, most of our countries are saddled with heavy
debts, the servicing of which is no longer sustainable.
The Government has made efforts to empower our
people, especially women, young people and other All these and other factors have contributed to the
vulnerable groups. Within the framework of the bottom-up marginalization of Africa and have made it difficult for
Resistance Council system, the population has beerthe continent to benefit from the positive impulses of
mobilized and provided with modest capital — globalization and the liberalization of world trade. These
entandikwa— as part of our national endeavour to create issues were reviewed at the high-level segment of the
productive and income-generating opportunities in order toEconomic and Social Council, which addressed the theme
improve the earning capacity of the family and, thus, of African development and implementation of the United
improve the living conditions of the people. Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa in
the 1990s, and in the ongoing discussion here at the
As we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the United United Nations about the mid-term review of the Global
Nations, we should reaffirm our commitment to the primacy Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries
of the democratic principle at all levels, including that of for the 1990s.
the United Nations. It is in this context that Uganda
supports restructuring of the Security Council to make it The two meetings agreed that the United Nations
more transparent and democratic in its decision-making, andNew Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s
more representative of the increased membership of theand the global Programme of Action for the Least
United Nations. Developed Countries for the 1990s remained largely
unimplemented. We should seize the opportunity provided
In the same vein, we urge that the Bretton Woods by the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations to decide
institutions take into account the problems, concerns andon concrete actions that will give hope to the peoples of
aspirations of developing countries in the formulation and Africa and of the least developed countries.
design of policies and programmes in order to respond to
their social and economic needs. The stagnation and decline in official development
assistance (ODA) are disturbing. We are equally
Many developing countries continue to be adversely concerned at the wavering commitment towards the
affected by the uneven and inequitable trends in the globaleleventh replenishment of the international development
economy. These trends have widened further the gapassistance fund. We urge our development partners to
between the rich and the poor countries. The socio-fulfil the internationally agreed obligations with regard to
economic situation in Africa is critical and continues to official development assistance. This would be a fitting
deteriorate. It is characterized by a weak physical andand tangible show of solidarity with Africa and, indeed,
institutional  infrastructure, underdeveloped human the least developed countries.
resources, epidemics and disease, lack of adequate shelter,
poverty and deprivation. All these factors undermine peace Our external indebtedness and debt-servicing
and stability, and this, in turn, hampers growth and obligations have reached unsustainable levels. We
development. therefore call for an urgent once-and-for-all development-
oriented initiative on all types of debts, which could
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include the following: first, an enhancement of the Naples Victoria and other lakes and rivers in the Nile valley.
terms and an improvement in its accessibility; and, This has adversely affected the ecological balance of our
secondly, a significant initiative on multilateral debts, waters and the livelihood of our populations, who depend
including a softening of the financing terms of International on fishing as a means of survival. Besides, the hyacinth
Monetary Fund (IMF) loans to make it IDA-comparable. is threatening to choke the Owen Falls Dam — our only
These initiatives could be achieved through the sale of IMF major source of hydroelectric power. It has disrupted our
gold stocks and by creating an appropriate debt-reliefwater transportation system, which is very important for
facility. We believe these actions will release much-neededa land-locked country such as Uganda. We make an
resources, which are currently going into the debt-servicingurgent appeal to the international community to extend
of development activities, including the eradication of support to enable us to address the problem of water
poverty. hyacinth.

At the moment Africa accounts for a meagre We consider South-South cooperation to be an
2.4 per cent of world merchandise trade. In the context ofimportant aspect of development cooperation. The sharing
the Uruguay Round agreements, it is estimated that theand pooling of information, knowledge, markets and
continent could lose up to $2.6 billion annually in the resources are some of the ways in which developing
course of the initial years of the implementation of the countries can promote their growth and development. To
agreement. By contrast, global trade will be boosted bythis end we are active participants in all arrangements for
$500 billion annually. The legitimate concerns of Africa cooperation in our subregion and support the
and the least developed countries have been identified an@stablishment of the African Economic Community. We
specific measures to address them have been recommenddxtlieve that these arrangements and the institutions
by both the Ministerial Decision of Marrakesh and the established to promote them, such as the South Centre,
United Nations Conference on Trade and Developmentshould be supported by the international community.
(UNCTAD). For Africa to benefit from the liberalization of
world trade, these measures, including capacity-building, The United Nations has over the years provided a
compensation, enhanced-market-access provisions antbrum for intensive dialogue on all issues. Through a
financial assistance towards institutional and economicseries of global conferences, it has helped to forge
transformation, must be implemented fully and without international consensus on global problems — issues such
delay. as the environment, population, the status of women,
human rights, development, and many more. Its
To assist in the follow-up and implementation of the specialized agencies have made an invaluable contribution
Uruguay Round agreements, two institutions are significantin their respective spheres of activity and have provided
and must be strengthened and supported — UNCTAD ashumanitarian and development assistance to many parts of
the institution with a specific focus on trade and the world. In recent years, despite drastic limitations on
development issues, especially as they relate to developingersonnel and resources, the United Nations has
countries; and the United Nations Industrial Development responded to the dramatic rise in the demand for peace-
Organization (UNIDO) because of its role in the promotion keeping and other emergency operations throughout the
of industrialization. world. These are laudable accomplishments, which should
strengthen our resolve and our confidence in support of
We note the ongoing discussions under the open-endedhe Organization.
ad hoc Working Group of the General Assembly on an
Agenda for Development. It is our hope that this process As we stand in the twilight of the twentieth century
will generate specific measures and commitments to addresand approach the dawn of the new millennium, we should
the specific problems of developing countries. We also use the occasion provided by the fiftieth anniversary of
hope that it will help to forge consensus on developmentthe United Nations to strengthen the Organization. We
which takes into account, and builds on, the commitmentsshould demonstrate our dedication to the Organization and
and programmes of action already agreed on in the seriets component parts by providing it with the resources
of United Nations conferences that have been held sincenecessary for the accomplishment of its immense
1990. mandate. Our challenge is to bequeath to succeeding
generations a democratic, transparent and more effective
Uganda is concerned about the serious problem posedJnited Nations.
by the rapid growth and spread of water hyacinth on Lake
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The Acting President | now call upon the Minister intellectual foe to demonize and to make a target for
of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt, His criticism, international mobilization and techniques of
Excellency Mr. Amre Moussa. subjugation.

Mr. Moussa (Egypt)(nterpretation from Arabil It This can be seen clearly in the performance of the
gives me great pleasure to extend to the President, and t&ecurity Council and in its hesitant posture when it comes
his friendly country, Portugal, our congratulations on his to facing up to certain situations, probably because of the
election as President of the General Assembly for thislack of the necessary political will, or to the fact that that
historic session, which crowns 50 years of international will falls hostage to conflicting attitudes. Again, this may
work under the banner of the United Nations in the service be due to the fact that we, as an international community,
of humanity, individuals and peoples. are still unable to develop a concept of a system of

collective security that would be in consonance with the

I should also like to express our profound appreciation provisions of the United Nations Charter.
to His Excellency Mr. Amara Essy, Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Céte d’lvoire, for his wise conduct of the work In this connection, let us call to mind the tragedies
of the forty-ninth session and for his valuable efforts in the of ethnic genocide perpetrated against the people of
preparatory work for the celebration of the fiftieth Bosnia and Herzegovina. Having done this, let us call to
anniversary. mind the ability, the inability or the ambivalence

demonstrated in reacting to those international crimes and

We now live in an age wherein the international map the adverse impact they have had on the credibility of the
of political relations is being redrawn, side by side with the world order, of which the United Nations continues to be
reshaping of the scales of economic relations and, probablya principal cornerstone. We need to pause and review the
the essence of existing social and cultural systems. Thecollective-security system and how we can improve it.
universal nature of issues and the similarity of the problemsWe must also consider the need for a parallel economic-
facing our contemporary societies have become theand social-security system in the light of the global trend
principal feature of our world. Consequently, the only way towards market economies and in the light also of the
to deal with such issues and problems is to promote andachievements made in the General Agreement on Tariffs
rationalize international cooperation, since the majority of and Trade (GATT) and the related problems in the
the problems we face today cannot be dealt with developing world, which constitutes the overwhelming
unilaterally at a time when the fluctuations of financial majority of the human race.
markets, the transactions of transnational corporations and
the impact of information networks and communication It is no longer possible to face up to the challenges
satellites all transcend the national boundaries of States. Wef tomorrow with the methods of yesterday, especially
cannot hope to succeed in dealing with problems againsthat the concept of security is no longer limited to
such a complex backdrop without international and territories or national boundaries at a time when most
collective action in the interests of the entire human race.armed conflicts take place within such national
In this, we see a very significant role for the United boundaries, and when the lack of economic and social
Nations in formulating the modern concepts needed indevelopment has become a universally grave problem. It
dealing with problems in such a difficult and complex era. follows from this that the challenge which now faces the

international community represented by the United

Although the ending of the cold war did remove Nations has to do with the extent of the Organization’s
tremendous obstacles that, for so long, had adverselyability to address such new issues, with the degree of its
affected efforts of international cooperation in all fields, success in forging an international and democratic
this, in itself, has not been conducive to the spontaneousconsensus in that regard, and with the presence or
emergence of a new international order based on legalityabsence of the political will to enable the United Nations
justice, and democracy, that is capable of maintainingto perform its role through the provision of the resources
peace and bringing prosperity to peoples. This requires at must have in order for it to do so.
consensual vision of what the content and rules of such a
new international order should be. It also requires the The United Nations has made an outstanding
dissipation of the growing fears that many countries now contribution towards the promotion of international
harbour as a result of the tendency to entrench policies ofawareness of issues which stand as milestones in the
double standards, to look for some ideological or history of the twentieth century, prominent among which
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are decolonization, the eradication of apartheid and dealingAssembly to perform a new role that promotes our
with the issues of economic and social development andcollective capacity in the areas of security, development
human rights. Such concepts have now become the venand international cooperation.
foundations of civilized international behaviour.
The Secretary-General's initiatives have also
Having said this, we must say that what the future contributed to initiating a discussion of such hot issues as
requires is a new universal social contract as | called for inpreventive diplomacy, peace-building in post-conflict
my statement before the General Assembly at the forty-situations, and coordination between the United Nations
seventh session, in commenting on the Secretary-General’and other international and regional bodies. Such
“Agenda for Peace” submitted in 1992. A series of discussions have shown that there is a growing tendency
international conferences on children, on the environment,to attach increasing importance to such issues, particularly
on human rights, on population, on social development andon the part of the developing countries, a matter which
on women have provided the international community with highlights the need to promote the focal role of the
a wealth of programmes of action and ideas which could General Assembly in building international consensus on
provide solid basis for drawing up the universal social such important issues.
contract we propose in order for our work to lead to
development, security and peace. The growing tendency to develop and reform the
United Nations has focused attention on the Security
Whether the United Nations is able to forge such Council’'s role and its performance. It was only natural
consensus, will depend on its ability to close the credibility that the General Assembly should have focused on
gap from which it has suffered over the past few years. Nodiscussing the rules and procedures that the Security
amount of administrative reform or restructuring, however Council should follow, particularly in the areas that need
great, would enable it to rise to the demands of this newto be reviewed in the light of the latest developments in
era unless such reform is accompanied by the mobilizationinternational affairs.
of the political will to support the United Nations and to
uphold its credibility together with a process of conceptual Any in-depth examination of the Council’s role in
reform that should be inspired by the ideals and objectivesthe light of such developments would highlight the fact
of the Charter and should aim at formulating a modern that many of the substantive and procedural aspects of the
programme of action that responds to the realities, issueouncil's work need to be reviewed, either by the
and challenges of today’s world. Council itself or by the General Assembly if the Council
should fail to do so. Since the end of the cold war, the
In order for the United Nations to lead international Council’s performance has tended to be characterized by
action in such directions, it must enjoy financial stability. certain features of which stand out the ineffectiveness of
Such stability cannot be achieved without our collective some of its resolutions, which lend themselves to many
commitment to pay in full our assessed contributions to the diverse interpretations and the tendency of some of those
Organization’s budget. Egypt hopes that the Member Statesesolutions to aim at achieving political objectives whose
shall seize the opportunity of the celebration of the fiftieth objectivity is often debatable. All such aspects have an
anniversary of the founding of the Organization, truly a undoubted effect on the Council’s credibility and efficacy.
historic occasion, by issuing a declaration committing all
Members, and especially all the States permanent members  The ongoing consultations in the Working Groups on
of the Security Council, to pay all assessed contributionshow to improve the methods and procedures relating to
and all arrears before the end of the year, to underscore outhe imposition and lifting of sanctions by the Council
collective and genuine support for the Organization. highlight the concern felt by the Member States over such
matters. The point is that, in such cases, there should be
The General Assembly has achieved a great deal ovea minimum level of safeguards, through the application of
the past 50 years in the political, economic, social anda set of agreed, uniform rules and procedures, in order for
environmental fields and has contributed to the the imposing and lifting of sanctions to take place in a
establishment of principles of international conduct in the manner that strikes a balance between, on the one hand,
spheres of democracy, respect for human rights and thehe interests of the international community and, on the
codification and development of the principles of other, the extent of the human suffering endured by
international law. However, the present era is a time for peoples on whom the sanctions are imposed.
reformulating international relations, which requires the
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The increasing importance the international community keeping operations, and call upon the Council to adhere
attaches to the question of reforming the Security Councilto the spirit of the provisions of Article 44 of the Charter
has focused attention on a number of issues such as thby institutionalizing such consultations so that they may
need to improve the Council's practices and proceduresbecome an integral part of the decision-making process in
improve its performance and underscore the need forrelation to any peace-keeping operation. This would
transparency in its work. increase the chances of success for all such operations.

Egypt is convinced that there exists consensus of Here | must point out the vital role that could be
opinion that there is a need to increase the membership operformed by regional organizations and arrangements, in
the Council in order to expand international participation in accordance with Chapter VIII of the Charter, in
discharging the major responsibility of the Organization maintaining international peace and security in general
and, thereby, to promote the Council’s efficiency. We are and in the area of preventive diplomacy in particular. In
also aware of the heavy responsibilities that go with this connection, | should like to mention that Egypt has
membership in the Council. Proceeding from this and givenset up the “Cairo Centre for the Settlement of Disputes
Egypt's regional and international contributions in the and the Maintenance of Peace in Africa”, and that we are
contexts of Arab, African and Middle Eastern affairs and confident that this Centre will receive the necessary
other spheres, together with its constant support of Unitedassistance from the United Nations Department of Peace-
Nations activities, we believe that Egypt is well placed in keeping Operations and from States with the necessary
the ranks of the States qualified to bear the responsibility ofexpertise in this field.
membership in a new and expanded Security Council that
would be more equitable and balanced in its representation The founding of the United Nations was
of the different regions of the world. contemporaneous with the beginning, 50 years ago, of a

sad chapter in the evolution of the question of Palestine

When we speak of expanding Security Council that triggered the Arab-Israeli conflict, with all the wars
membership, we do not have in mind a mere increase in theand tragedies that conflict entailed. Now, half a century
number of permanent seats allocated to the developedater, we witness the beginnings of a comprehensive
countries at the expense of the developing countries. Whasettlement to this question and the progress towards an
we have in mind is striking the necessary balance betweerArab-Israeli peace. The United Nations has left its imprint
the developed and the developing countries, by reinforcingon all aspects of the question of Palestine and the
the Council with a number of developing countries that are Arab-Israeli conflict. Some of its earlier resolutions
capable of shouldering such a responsibility and are capablesparked off the Arab-Israeli wars. Some others have laid
of having the necessary impact at the regional and thethe foundations for a peaceful settlement, such as Security
international levels, in a manner that would make the Council resolution 242 (1967), and resolution 425 (1978)
Council more representative of international reality and, on Lebanon, the resolutions on Al-Quds, the refugees and
thereby, much more effective in dealing with international the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination.
issues.

A few days ago, in Washington, we witnessed the

On the other hand, and from a more practical point of signing of the transitional-phase agreement by the
view, we believe that the ideas put forward by Egypt and Palestinian President, Yasser Arafat, and the Israeli Prime
by other countries concerning the addition of a number of Minister, Yitzhak Rabin. This is a historic achievement
new, rotating seats for a specific number of States wouldtowards resolving the Palestinian problem, as it initiates
afford a larger number of States the opportunity of sharingthe second phase of the agreement concluded between the
in exercising the responsibilities of membership in the two parties and expands Palestinian authority to the West
Council. We believe that this would promote the Council’'s Bank. This is a sound move that brings Palestine closer
role, enhance its credibility as a body that is truly to having a full-fledged Government with its legislative,
representative and enrich it with the membership of executive and judiciary branches within a preliminary
countries that play important and effective roles in their regional framework.
regions.

Although the agreement is transitional and

I should like to seize this opportunity to put on record represents a delicate balance of commitments between the
that Egypt welcomes the consultations the Security Councilemerging entity and Israel, it is undoubtedly a major
conducts with the countries that contribute troops to peacejositive step at the strategic level. In practical terms,



General Assembly 17th plenary meeting
Fiftieth session 3 October 1995

paves the way for the partition of the land of Palestine for economic cooperation. As we move closer to the
between Israel and the Palestinian entity which would reachAmman summit, scheduled to be held towards the end of
completion only through the establishment of the October 1995, we reiterate that belief and call for real
Palestinian State on all the territories of Gaza and the Wesprogress on the different tracks of the peace process in
Bank. It is important to note here that the Palestinian order to provide the necessary conditions for promoting
parliament, which will be elected within a few months, will cooperation in the region.
represent also the Palestinian people in Al-Quds.
In this connection, Egypt believes that it is the issues

Early on, Egypt had opted for the role of pioneer in of arms control and regional security that will determine
the long march towards peace in the Middle East. Campthe form and extent of cooperation amongst the countries
David and Taba, which were two outstanding milestones onof the region in the future. Egypt views security, as the
this long march, have now been joined by a host of otherprincipal mainstay of the edifice of peace in the Middle
landmarks along the road to peace. However, we are fullyEast, and believes that it should rest squarely on the firm
aware of the obstacles and pitfalls that are still in the way foundation of equal rights and obligations for all parties
of a comprehensive peace, both on the Syrian and thdn the region with regard to disarmament, so that equal
Lebanese tracks, which must be reactivated urgently indeedsecurity may be achieved at the minimum level of
and on the Palestinian track, where everything depends orarmament and guaranteed through the defining of
the honest and immediate implementation of the agreementommon rights and interests and not through the
and serious preparations for the Israeli-Palestinianacquisition of weapons of mass destruction.
negotiations on the final status. Egypt looks forward to a

day in the near future when its vision of a new Middle East Proceeding from this, we call for initiating concrete
would materialize. steps towards:
From this very rostrum, at the forty-ninth session of - Israel's accession to the Treaty on the Non-

the General Assembly, on behalf of Egypt, | called upon Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and subjecting
the States and peoples of the Middle East to give thoughtits nuclear facilities to the International Atomic Energy

to the shape of our relations in the post-settlement period Agency (IAEA) international regime of safeguards and
| invited them to join us in formulating the makings and inspection.

foundations of new relations between the countries of the

region that would rest squarely on three pillars: political - Engaging in discussion aimed at establishing a
settlement, economic and social development and regionakone free of weapons of mass destruction in the Middle
security and arms control. East.

Our views in all this proceed from the conviction that - Reviewing the relevant international agreements on
peace will never become permanent and will never takedisarmament, by the countries of the region, with a view
root without a balanced and constructive interaction thatto harmonizing their positions and commitments regarding
would serve the common interests of all parties. | have those agreements.
touched upon the recent developments in the area of
political settlement. | should like to add here that the | seize this opportunity to call upon the permanent
framework of this settlement is still fragile and that it needs Members of the Security Council which sponsored the
a great deal of prudence and caution. What is needed aboveesolution relating to the Middle East in the Review and
all else in this respect is that all parties should abstain fromExtension Conference of the States Parties to the Treaty
taking any unilateral action that might infringe the rights of on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to take
the other parties or pre-empt the final outcome of the concrete steps that would ensure the accession to the
negotiations. Treaty by all States of the region and to initiate the

establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the

The Economic Summit meeting for the Middle East Middle East in accordance with the Egyptian initiative
and North Africa, held in Casablanca in October 1994, waswhich has enjoyed the consensus of all the parties
an important step for regional economic cooperation. Theconcerned for more than 15 years now.
participants in that meeting may recall Egypt’s insistence
that genuine peace is peace that prevails amongst peoples  Speaking of the Middle East, | shall now address the
and that genuine peace is that which serves as a foundatiosituation in the countries neighbouring Egypt. | shall
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begin by extending a brotherly greeting to the brotherly differences at the same time, to seek to settle the problem
people of Sudan and say that only what is right and trueof the Arab islands in the Gulf, namely: Abu Musa and
will prove to be right and true in the end and that things Greater and Lesser Tunb Islands and to respect the
will inescapably revert to normal in a Sudan that will be sovereignty of the United Arab Emirates. This will no
free from the politics of terrorism under the guise of doubt serve the interests of stability in that part of the
religion. The historical ties of friendship that took root over Middle East and work in favour of normal Arab-lranian
the ages between our two peoples will continue to flow asrelations.
strongly as the flow of the river Nile through our two
countries. Egypt, which does not change its position on Allow me to state candidly that we are finding it
such matters, clearly reaffirms its support for the unity and increasingly difficult to promote moral support for the
territorial integrity of Sudan within its political borders. United Nations because of a general feeling of frustration
vis-a-viswhat is going on in the world. Such frustration
On the western borders of Egypt, we can state thatwas inevitable in view of the destruction, killings and war
Libya now has the firm political will to put an end to the crimes in Bosnia and Herzegovina against the backdrop
Lockerbie crisis by accepting the trial of the accused andof an unjustified dereliction of duty on the part of the
by working for practical solutions within the framework of international communityis-a-visthose atrocities. This,
implementing the relevant Security Council resolutions. In very naturally, has led to a great deal of questioning about
the interests of justice and fairness to the families of thethe double standards which have come to be the main
victims, any objective view of the problem would characteristic of the so-called new international order and
underscore the importance of respecting internationalhave deprived that order of credibility even before it took
legality by accelerating the process of trying those accusecdconcrete shape.
of perpetrating an international crime.
Allowing the United Nations-declared “safe areas”
On the other hand, the stability of the Middle East to fall has shaken the international order and raised
requires the achievement of the security and stability of thedoubts regarding the effectiveness of the peace-keeping
Gulf. In Irag, the suffering of the Iragi people continues as system. The continuing deterioration of the situation in
that people lives under very cruel conditions. Even the Bosnia has led the Islamic countries to take a decision to
territorial integrity of Iraq is being threatened continuously, reject the applicability of the arms embargo on Bosnia
a matter which we shall never accept or acquiesce in. Wesince it contradicts the right to legitimate self-defence
do look forward to the day in the near future when the enshrined in the United Nations Charter, when necessary.
suffering of the Iragi people will come to an end and Iraq

will resume exercising its rights and obligations as a However, we welcome the current international
responsible member of the Arab family and the peace efforts aimed at halting the bloody conflict in
international community. Bosnia and Herzegovina, provided that such efforts and

policies do not lead to Bosnia’s partitioning or
Now that the Iraqi Government has recognized the fragmentation, and provided that the peace plans will
sovereignty of Kuwait and its international borders in prove to be honest in their formulations and objectives.
accordance with the relevant Security Council resolutions,We also welcome the parties’ success in reaching a
we hope that resolving the problem of the prisoners of war declaration of principles on a regional settlement and
and the detainees, side by side with the fact that it hashope that the ongoing negotiations will lead to a
complied with the provisions of Security Council comprehensive, just and viable solution which would
resolutions on weapons of mass destruction will be the firstrespect legality and help bring stability to the region.
major step towards easing the sanctions imposed on Iraq as
stipulated in resolution 687 (1991). We also hope that this Proceeding from our constant support for the rights
will lead to practical steps by the Council towards the of the people of Bosnia and Herzegovina and their just
establishment of a zone free of weapons of masscause, we accept what their Government deems
destruction in the Middle East in implementation of acceptable, especially that, as the whole world has seen,
paragraph 14 of the said resolution, the only paragraph ofPresident Alija lzetbegovic has shown admirable
the resolution which has remained unimplemented. flexibility and has responded positively to international
legality throughout all the stages of the crisis. At the
Across the gulf, we invite Iran, with which the Arab same time, we underline the need for the negotiation
world entertains well-known links and well-known process not to ignore the fundamental principles
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established by the United Nations in dealing with this session to discussing the problems of development in
problem. In particular, we underscore here, the following Africa is proof of the United Nations awareness of the
principles: serious challenges facing economic and social
development in the continent. It is essential to intensify
First: Any attempt to treat the aggressor on the sameinternational efforts aimed at restructuring the economies
footing as the victim of aggression is unacceptable. Pressuref African countries, diversifying their exports and
should not be brought to bear on the weaker party under thestrengthening regional integration amongst the countries
pretext of searching for applicable solutions. of Africa, particularly since the Abuja agreement which
established the African Economic Community has entered
Second: The territorial map of Bosnia and into force.
Herzegovina should not be redrawn in a manner that would
consecrate the results of aggression, expansionism and  Egypt's awareness of the seriousness and urgency of
ethnic cleansing. these challenges and of the need to face up to them led it
to call for a special extraordinary ministerial session of
Third: Recognizing an entity for the Bosnian Serbs the Organization of African Unity (OAU). The meeting
inside the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina requires thetook place in March 1995 and adopted the Cairo Plan of
international community to deal very carefully indeed with Action for economic and social development in Africa.
the lack of political, military and institutional balance
between the parties. It also requires international guarantees  Even a cursory look at the overall situation in Africa
to ensure the implementation of any eventual settlementwould reveal that the urgent need for a climate of peace
This highlights the importance of arming the government of and stability, makes it necessary for the United Nations to
Bosnia Herzegovina with the necessary defensive meansncrease its contribution towards the creation of such a
that would enable it to exercise its legitimate right to self- climate, in coordination and cooperation with the
defence in consonance with the Charter, so that thisOrganization of African Unity. This highlights the
Member State of the United Nations may not continue to beimportance of the efforts deployed by the African
exposed to destruction or fragmentation should the Serbsountries towards supporting and developing the OAU’s
renege on the commitment to respect Bosnia’s territorial mechanism for the prevention, management and resolution
integrity. of disputes in Africa. Such efforts require the financial
and technical support from both the United Nations and
Fourth: The measures of collective security measuresthe international community.
should be applied, if necessary, to support the negotiation
process until the plan for a regional settlement is put into As | speak, tension persists in many parts of Africa.
effect. In particular, Rwanda and Burundi, Egypt's sisterly
partners in great resource, the Nile, continue to be in the
Fifth: War criminals must be punished for the crimes grip of a situation that endangers the stability and security
they have perpetrated. Short of this, it will be farcical to of a large area of Africa. This calls for solutions that
talk of upholding human rights in any part of the world and would allow everyone to live in a society based on justice
expect people to take such talk seriously. and equality. Egypt believes that the proposed regional
conference for the countries of the Great Lakes region
As we speak of the situation in Bosnia and mustelaborate regional policies aimed at finding solutions
Herzegovina, | must commend the efforts of the United to the problems of the countries of the region from an
Nations Protection Force and salute, in particular, the sonsverall perspective that would take into account the plight
of my country, the Egyptian officers and soldiers who are of refugees, ethnic conflicts and other matters. Although
bravely carrying out their duties under very difficult the primary responsibility for finding solutions to such
conditions. | should like also, to stress in this connection problem rests with the countries of the region, which
the need for the United Nations Forces should continue tomust manifest a spirit of tolerance and moderation if they
carry out their mandate until the Bosnian Government armyare to achieve national reconciliation and social peace, the
becomes capable of shouldering its tasks in defence ofuUnited Nations is called upon to support all the efforts
Bosnia’s territorial integrity, independence and sovereignty. deployed in that direction, in line with the Secretary-
General’'s oft-repeated pledge that the United Nations
The fact that the Economic and Social Council shall pay attention on an equal footing to the problems of
allocated the high-level segment of its last substantiveall regions of the world.
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In Somalia, Egypt hopes that all parties will adhere to trade and would lead to the worsening and entrenchment
African values and listen to the voice of reason in order for of the present imbalances.
them to extricate the Somali people from its cruel plight.
We welcome the World Trade Organization as it
Such a review of the hotbeds of tension and crises inbegins its work. We hope that rectifying those imbalances
Africa should not detract from the importance of the will be one of its most important concerns in the future.
positive developments that have taken place in Africa overWe should also like to stress the need for the United
the past two years, particularly in Mozambique, Angola and Nations Conference on Trade and Development to
more recently in Liberia. These have been truly important continue to perform its role as the international
achievements which were made possible by good intentionsiegotiating forum that is qualified to build consensus on
and through the effective role played by the United Nations issues relating to free trade and development and also as
and the OAU. We do hope that all parties, especially in the very valuable source of technical assistance and
Angola and Liberia, will remain committed to the information on world trade for the developing countries.
agreements to restore peace and normal life in these two
sister countries. Changes on the international economic arena make
it necessary to embark on a broad review of the role, the
| turn now to the world economy. In this respect, capabilities and the structures of international financing
allow me to state that, although the responsibility for institutions with a view to enabling those institutions to
achieving development and improving economic respond to those changes and to the requirements of
performance falls mainly on the shoulders of the Statescomprehensive and sustainable development in a manner
concerned, we believe that the solidarity of the internationalthat would reflect the spirit of democracy and reform.
community — through the establishment of a propitious
economic environment and extending a helping hand — is There is no doubt that the phenomenon of terrorism
a very important element in the area of development. has become cause for deep concern to many peoples who
have become fed up with criminal acts that aim at
The growing marginalization of the role of the terrorizing whole societies and with the export of
developing countries in an increasingly interdependentterrorism by countries that, having allowed themselves to
world could adversely affect stability. We heartily welcome become safe havens for extremism and bases for assassins
the ideas which the Secretary-General set out in his Agendand criminals, have hosted terrorists and provided them
for Development and hope that the General Assembly’swith refuge, protection and assistance.
deliberations on the Agenda will contribute to correcting the
current serious imbalances. In this connection, | should like to point out that
events have shown that terrorism is not limited to any
There is a need, as a matter of priority that should be specific geographical area or to any culture or religion.
addressed with courage and creativity, to reformulate Therefore, it is not wise for some to try to pretend that
policies and solutions to the problem of the external debt of Islam is synonymous with extremism. Also, it would be
the developing countries that would help create a climate ofabsolutely unfair to ignore the fundamental difference
equal opportunity amongst peoples and nations and makdetween Islam, a religion of tolerance that upholds human
use of the latent potential of many parts of the world in values, and the terrorism practised by certain
paving the way towards balanced and comprehensivefundamentalist, so-called religious groups that are deviants
development at the threshold of the twenty-first century. from Islam. It is therefore incumbent upon us to
implement the Declaration on Measures to Eliminate
The liberalization of international trade is an essential International Terrorism, which we adopted last year. Let
ingredient of economic growth. However, this liberalization us close the door in the face of those whose hands are
requires rationalization in the light of the present structural smeared with the blood of innocent victims and develop
imbalances and the huge and widening gap between the strict legal regime to prosecute terrorists and try them
developing and the developed countries. Moreover, thefor the heinous crimes they perpetrate to the detriment of
selective policies pursued by some developed countries innternational stability and security.
liberalizing their trade and the disguised protectionist
policies which are put in place behind a fagade of In conclusion, | should like to pay tribute to the
environmental, human rights or other considerations, outstanding role and sincere efforts of the Secretary-
contradict the spirit and the call for liberalizing international General, Mr. Boutros-Ghali, to enhance and revitalize the
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United Nations so that it may cope with the realities of our to evaluate its performance, and to seek the ways and
era and the expectations of our peoples for peace, securityneans whereby it could overcome the negatives that in
development, justice and equality. Egypt is proud to see onethe past prevented it from achieving its goals. In so doing,
of its prominent sons at the helm of the United Nations, at we should put forward plans and programmes of action
this important juncture of its history and during this critical that would revitalize the United Nations and enable it to
era of the history of mankind. face up to the challenges of the future and to establish a
better world that would be consonant with principles of
Now that we are celebrating the fiftieth anniversary of the Charter and the common values and aspirations of all
the United Nations, we find ourselves still far from nations.
achieving the noble goals and objectives enshrined in its
Charter. On the threshold of a new century and a new Last year, the world witnessed certain encouraging
millennium, we have to work together to support the United developments. The efforts deployed to promote
Nations and strengthen its capabilities. This is an absoluteinternational cooperation in the interests of economic and
necessity if we are to look to the future with confidence social development, to reduce environmental degradation
and hope for a better life for everyone. and to combat the phenomena of poverty, terrorism and
drugs continued apace. The dispute in Mozambique was
The Acting President: | now call on the Secretary of settled by peaceful means and peace in Central America
the General People’s Committee of the People’s Bureau forhas been consolidated. All these developments and
Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation of the Libyan tendencies give cause for hope. However, we should not
Arab Jamabhiriya, His Excellency Mr. Omar Mustafa allow ourselves to be overly elated. Civil wars and
Muntasser. regional conflicts continue to wreak havoc and to
undermine security and stability in many parts of the
Mr. Muntasser (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) world. In the post-cold-war world there are many other
(interpretation from Arabi}: It is a pleasure for me to challenges, which | shall address presently. Before | do
congratulate you on your election to the presidency of theso, however, | seek your indulgence in allowing me to
fiftieth session of the General Assembly. Your unanimous turn to another question that is not far-removed from the
election to this lofty post is a tribute paid by the presentinternational situation and the way small countries
international community to your country and to you have come to be treated especially when they adopt
personally. It also bespeaks recognition of your abilities andindependent policies and positions. | refer here to the
skills. To your predecessor, Mr. Amara Essy, the presidentdispute between my country and France, the United
of the forty-ninth session, who demonstrated great Kingdom, and the United States of America over the Pan
dedication and a high level of efficiency, we should like to Am flight 103 incident, and the crash of the French UTA
extend our deep appreciation for his efforts and skill. aircraft. This dispute would not have continued for such
a long time had the right approach been adopted and had
On this occasion, | cannot fail to express my there been any acceptance of the call for dialogue and
delegation’s appreciation to the Secretary-General of ournegotiation in seeking to settle the dispute.
Organization, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for his tireless
efforts to enhance the United Nations and increase its As you know, over several years, and in complete
effectiveness. Through his “Supplement to An Agenda for secrecy, certain bodies that are claimed to be independent
Peace", he has demonstrated once again high initiative innvestigated the two incidents. Suddenly and without the
seeking to enable the United Nations to rise to the presentation of any evidence, Britain and the United
challenges of today’s highly complex world. States of America surprised the world by declaring that
the Pan Am flight 103 incident was the work of two
This session of the General Assembly convenes on arlLibyans nationals. At the same time, France declared that
important occasion. In a few days, celebrations will circumstantial evidence pointed at the involvement of
commence to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of theseveral Libyans in the attack against UTA flight 772.
founding of the United Nations with the aim of sparing Although those who made the allegations did not
humanity the repetition of the suffering it had endured as acorroborate them by any document, testimony or fact, the
result of two world wars. This historical occasion, which Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, upon being notified of the
marks the end of the post-war era with all its ramifications, allegations, announced that it was ready to cooperate in
affords us an opportunity to take stock, while we celebrate,uncovering the facts surrounding the two incidents. | do
of the Organization’s progress over the past five decadesnot see any need to repeat the measures we have taken in
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this regard, since | have enumerated them at the past two  The many secrets and mysterious dimensions of the
sessions of this Assembly. Moreover, we have informed all Lockerbie incident which have been uncovered have now
Member States of our positions and initiatives, in this been brought into sharp focus hbgter alia, the television
respect, in official documents that have been circulated todocumentary “The Maltese Double-Cross”, William
them. However, | should like to remind, briefly, that my Chasey’'s bookThe Lockerbie Cover-Upand Geoff
country has condemned terrorism in all its forms, and hasSimmons’ book “Libya: The Struggle for Survival”. In
declared its commitment to the implementation of any addition, several articles on this question have appeared
action decided upon by the international community to in various newspapers, including the article published by
combat terrorism. My country has also cooperated with theThe Guardianof London on 29 June 1995. All these
Government of the United Kingdom. British officials have documentary revelations by the media refute the
themselves voiced satisfaction with Libya’'s response.accusations levelled at the two Libyans, and provide
Contacts have been initiated and are continuing with theevidence that the incident was planned by professional
French authorities with a view to determining the agencies to cover up certain suspect activities. Despite all
circumstances of the crash of the French aircraft. My this, Libya, which, from the very beginning, declared that
country has spared no effort in searching for a feasibleit is most interested in unearthing the truth regarding this
course of action with regard to the two individuals who incident, has not retreated from its declared position,
have been suspected of having something to do with thenamely that it has no objection whatsoever to the trial of
incident of the American plane. Libyan judicial authorities its two suspected nationals before a court of law.
started to investigate this case but had to suspend the
investigation because of the refusal of both the United Libya’'s overriding concern in all this is to ensure
States and British authorities to submit any documents orthat its two nationals get a just, fair and neutral trial, that
papers in their possession. Despite the fact that the issue ofvould be free from any emotional or media influences
the trial of the two suspects is determined by the 1971 and which would be conducted in accordance with the
Montreal Convention, which gives Libya the right to try rules of international law which Libya has always upheld
them, the refusal by Britain and the United States to abideand adhered to. The International Court of Justice can
by this Convention, to which they are both parties, testify to our adherence to and respect for international
prompted Libya to seek other solutions to the issue of thelaw, as has been proven in three cases, the latest being
trial. In this respect, Libya has submitted several proposalsthe judgment by the Court in relation to the territorial
including one that calls for resorting to the International dispute between the Jamahiriya and Chad. Although the
Court of Justice, or trying the two suspects before a courtjudgment was against our position, Libya, out of respect
whose venue should be agreed upon by the partiedor international law, accepted the ruling of the Court and
concerned. implemented it in a constructive manner. This confirms
Libya’s respect for international legality, to which one of
Although the United States and British Governments the big Powers pays lip service all the time, but does not
have both announced that their allegations have been builbpply. It even refuses to resort to the International Court
on specific facts and reliable information, the facts that of Justice because this big Power believes in the law of
have come to light over the past three years refute suchforce not the force of law.
assertions. In addition to the statement by the Palestinian
national, Yusuf Sha'aban, before a Lebanese court, there It is evident that the Governments of the United
are the statements of the manager of a Swiss electronicStates and Britain are not keen on revealing the truth
company which undermine the most important basis for about the perpetrators of the tragic Lockerbie incident. It
accusing the two Libyan nationals. The information has become abundantly clear that involving Libya in this
published in Tracking the Octopusa recent work of incident was a premeditated act that aimed at achieving
investigative journalism, points an accusing finger at other certain objectives. Otherwise, why should the two
quarters. Despite all this, Libya continued to cooperate in Governments object to the trial of the two suspected
seeking to reveal all the facts surrounding the Pan Amindividuals before the judiciary of a third country or
flight 103 incident. Proceeding from this, Libya accepted before the International Court of Justice when this has
the proposal of the League of Arab States, which calls for been acceptable to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and has
trying the two suspected individuals by Scottish judges, been supported by most members of the international
under Scottish law, at the seat of the International Court of community, as represented by their regional organizations:
Justice at the Hague. the League of Arab States, the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, the Organization of African Unity,

13



General Assembly 17th plenary meeting
Fiftieth session 3 October 1995

and the Non-Aligned Movement? What prevents the two All this begs the question: is it a desire to discover
Governments from accepting the path of dialogue andthe truth, or is it a desire, a thirst to wreak revenge on
negotiation as stipulated by the Charter of the United Libya because of the defeat of the United States fleet in
Nations? Why is the Security Council being prevented from 1805? So, where is the truth? Is it the thirst for revenge,
responding to repeated calls and appeals by over two thirda vendetta waged by a major Power against a small
of the membership of the United Nations on whose behalf country, a vendetta that goes back 150 years?
the Security Council is supposed to act? And why the
double standards when it comes to dealing with issues of The Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has sought a speedy
international legality? Furthermore, how can a certain majorand just solution to the dispute with France, Britain and
Power explain the fact that while it claims to be keen on the United States of America. All Libya asked was that
preserving this legality, its record shows that it has the leastthe problem should be settled in accordance with the
regard for the will of the international community, a fact principles of the United Nations and the rules of
that is attested to by that major Power’s continued supportinternational law. For this purpose, we have knocked on
of a certain State and protection of that State from many doors, but our efforts, and those of others, to solve
punishment for its refusal to implement international the dispute and to lift the sanctions have faced continued
resolutions which now total 143, including dozens that have rejection. Furthermore, there are hints that other measures
been adopted by the Security Council? may be adopted to tighten the sanctions against us under
the pretext that Libya has not responded to the demands
The rejection by the two Governments, of the United of the Security Council. This is not true. It merely
States and Britain, of all Libyan proposals and of all represents manipulation and trickery with regard to the
regional initiatives proves that they want this crisis to interpretation of those resolutions.
continue for as long as possible. Evidence of this can be
found in the fact that the more Libya’'s positions are Now that | have reviewed this crisis for the fourth
welcomed and the more widespread becomes the call fotime before the General Assembly and in order to avoid
lifting the sanctions imposed on the Libyan people, the any further ramifications, we believe it is now incumbent
more the two Governments hasten to oppose such positionspon this august assembly to intervene and to act in
under the false pretext of Libya’s non-response to theaccordance with the powers entrusted to it by the Charter
resolutions of the Council, thus keeping the Libyan peoplein order to get the three countries to respond to the
hostage to unjustified sanctions. As if these countries arerepeated calls for an urgent and peaceful solution to this
not content with the difficulties and pains suffered by the problem, in accordance with Chapter VI of the Charter of
Libyan people at the hands of colonialists and fascists —the United Nations. This assembly should also urge the
people who fought on its territory, a war that killed and Security Council to reconsider its resolutions in order to
displaced hundreds of thousands of its people, and plantedift the sanctions. Resorting to sanctions is not the proper
in their farms and under their homes millions of mines that way to solve differences between States, especially when
still explode and injure innocent Libyans. These mines alsosuch sanctions are unjustifiably imposed, as is the case
hinder Libya’s efforts to combat desertification, protect the with the sanctions imposed against the Libyan people.
environment, and expand economic and social developmentThese sanctions have led to the freezing of Libya’s assets,
It even seems that these countries are not content with thend prevented it from getting spare parts, including the
suffering of the Libyan people so far, including the acts of parts needed for power plants and desalination machines.
terrorism to which the Libyan people have been subjectedThis in turn has hampered the Libyan people’s efforts
such as the deliberate downing of a Libyan civilian plane with regard to development, and paralysed the activities
by Israeli military aircraft in 1973, which killed all its 108 of most economic sectors. The more serious aspect of the
passengers. Also, in 1986, hundreds of American fighterseffects of these sanctions is the enormity of the material
bombed Libyan cities while their residents were asleep.and human losses which | need not review here in detail,
This aggression claimed the lives of many people andsince we have detailed them in several official documents,
resulted in heavy material damage. Later, it was proved thathe latest of which is United Nations document
the pretext used by the United States of America for this S/1995/474 dated 12 June 1995. Suffice it to mention here
act of aggression was false and baseless. The deep desire that the number of people injured in road accidents has
punish the Libyan people also became clear when theseeached 12,700 of whom 1,870 have died of their injuries
countries insisted on depriving its civilian aircraft of while others continue to suffer from permanent injuries.
necessary spare parts. In 1992, this led to the crash of ondlaterial damage has exceeded ten billion dollars.
of those aircraft and the death of all its 157 passengers. Moreover, the adverse effects of the sanctions have not
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been limited to the Libyan people. They have affected the international community. The incontrovertible truth is
neighbouring countries and all the peoples of the region.that occupation and expansion are the real aim of the
Here, | must repeat that the longer these sanctions continuesraelis. Their former and present positions and practices
the more people will die and the greater the suffering andindicate that they do not want a just and comprehensive
the damage. There is no reason whatsoever for remainingoeace. Their joining the so-called peace process is a mere
silent on the subject of injustice and the continuation of this smoke-screen, a mask they hide behind in order to
wrong. For the Assembly’s information a road accident perpetrate further occupation and enhance their
which took place two days ago on the road from Tripoli to superiority.
Tunis resulted in the death of three members of a Maltese
delegation. A just, comprehensive and lasting solution to the
problems of the Middle East cannot be achieved by
As | have previously stated, the international political ceding the administration of local affairs in Gaza and
situation has witnessed new positive developments whichJericho, but rather by the liberation of all occupied Arab
my country welcomes. However, we must recognize thatterritories and the full enforcement of all the rights of the
numerous challenges still face peace in the world and thatPalestinian people — first and foremost being their return
consequently, the international community is called upon toto their homeland, self-determination, and the
mobilize all its capabilities in facing up to those challenges. establishment of their own independent state in Palestine,
with Al-Quds as its capital, a state where Arabs and Jews
The continued deterioration of the situation in Somalia alike would live together. There is no alternative to this
and the intensification of tensions in that country require solution. The solutions being put forward these days,
more regional efforts to persuade Somali leaders to enteregardless of all the talk about how desirable their results
into additional political commitments and to work for the would be, will not lead to the results aspired to by the
restoration of peace and permanent stability to their Palestinians, simply because those solutions are unrealistic
country. Seeking to make the world more secure and moreand ignore the facts of history.
stable requires supporting national reconciliation efforts in
Afghanistan, promoting a satisfactory solution to the The continued existence of nuclear weapons and the
problem of Cyprus, solving the problems in Rwanda and increased stockpiling of these and other weapons of mass
Burundi and settling the disputes in Angola and Liberia. It destruction are among the principal concerns of the
also requires putting an end to the repeated setbacks tinternational community. When the first review
peace efforts in the Balkans, as well as sparing the peopleConference of the States parties to the Non-Proliferation
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and other peoples of the formerTreaty (NPT) was held in the first half of this year, it was
Yugoslavia, more pain and suffering. hoped that that Conference would lead to satisfactory
results. However, what actually happened was that certain
In order to establish permanent stability in the Gulf nuclear Powers brought to bear unprecedented pressures
region, the unity and territorial integrity of Iraq must be that made it possible for the NPT to be extended
respected, and all interference in its internal affairs mustindefinitely. My country declared its opposition to this
cease. Furthermore, the sanctions from which the Iragiextension, and we remain convinced that extending the
people have been suffering should be lifted. Treaty in that manner would never serve the objective of
nuclear-weapon disarmament.
In the context of any effort to consolidate world peace,
serious action must be taken to resolve the problems of the ~ The NPT has not achieved universality, and its many
Middle East. It is unacceptable that the Palestinian peopleshortcomings have not been properly addressed. In our
should continue to be displaced from their land, while thoseview, ridding the world of nuclear terror will not be
who stay on that land are brutally treated. The achieved through gains obtained by manoeuvres and
overwhelming majority of the international community, unconventional measures, but rather through serious
which has continued to support the legitimate rights of the measures, which must be taken by the nuclear States. In
Palestinian people over the past four decades, should takéhis context, the procurement of nuclear materials must be
firm action to put an end to the Israeli practices against theended, and nuclear States must commit themselves to a
Palestinians and the other inhabitants of the occupied Araldeadline for the complete elimination of all nuclear
territories in the Golan and southern Lebanon. The Israelisweapons. These States should put an end to nuclear tests
must be deterred, in accordance with the Charter of theand conclude, at the earliest possible time, a
United Nations, from their continued defiance of the will of comprehensive test-ban treaty. Furthermore, the nuclear
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States should demonstrate the political will required to during the United Nations Conference on Environment
conclude an effective treaty guaranteeing the security andand Development. What is more urgent is the need to
safety of non-nuclear States. take immediate action to address the external causes of
economic deterioration in developing countries, namely
Another situation that requires speedy corrective actionthe increasing tendency towards protectionism, declining
involves the unjustified restriction on the transfer to terms of trade, shrinking official development assistance
non-nuclear States of nuclear technology for peacefuland restrictions on the transfer of technology.
purposes. Above all, measures should be taken to guarantee
the universality of the NPT. My country attaches the In addition, it is necessary to deal with unjust
greatest importance to this issue, because the region t@ractices in international economic relations such as
which we belong suffers from a security imbalance, owing coercive economic measures, including boycotts, the
to the Israelis’ tremendous nuclear capability — they have freezing of assets, the confiscation of property and the
more than 200 nuclear warheads and nuclear facilities thaprohibition of the export of spare parts, which has been
are not subjected to international inspection. This representapplied by certain developed countries against a number
a threat to the security and safety of the peoples of theof developing countries, including my own. Such
region. No one should keep silent about a situation of thismeasures not only impede development and run counter
kind or accept the extension of the NPT as long as such ao the Charter of the United Nations, to the resolutions of
situation continues. the General Assembly and to the orientation towards the
establishment of a system of international economic
If the indefinite extension of the NPT is to be with the relations based on justice and fairness, but also constitute
complete support of all, international action must be takena violation of the norms of international law. The Western
to meet all these widely expressed requirements and tacountries that manufacture the needed spare parts, medical
guarantee accession by all to the Treaty, including, insupplies and water-desalination and power-generating
particular, the Israelis, who must agree to subject theirequipment, by taking such coercive measures, violate their
nuclear facilities to the safeguards regime of the commitments under free-trade agreements. This should
International Atomic Energy Agency, as well as fixing a serve as a warning to whoever deals with those countries,
timetable for the dismantling and destruction of their because there is no guarantee that such measures will not
nuclear stockpiles. be applied to them as well.

In reviewing the international economic situation, it Last year and the year before, wide-ranging
becomes clear that the economic development of mostdiscussions were held on the restructuring of the United
developing countries, especially in Africa, is still sluggish Nations. These discussions have shown that there is a
and subject to fluctuations and imbalances. The presenneed to review and change the procedures and methods of
indicators give the impression that this situation is likely to work of the Security Council so that it may be able to
deteriorate further unless effective measures are taken tgeriously and fairly address questions that touch on
reverse it. The fact is that the economic difficulties of the international peace and security. During the meetings of
developing countries are not the result of a lack of the Working Group established by the General Assembly
legislation or plans. For example, Africa has adopted plansto look into the question of equitable representation in
and strategies to promote development and has concludednd increase in the membership of the Security Council,
a treaty that aims at economic integration. However, theas well as into other related matters, my country declared
problem lies in the unjust criteria still prevalent in its support of the call for enhancing the powers of the
international economic relations. These require realistic andGeneral Assembly, including giving it the right to deal
responsible solutions without the imposition of politically with questions of peace and security in the world, in
motivated conditions. conformity with the provisions of the Charter. My country

reiterates its conviction that reforming the Security

The conferences that have been held over the past fewCouncil and increasing its membership should be part and
years have created new opportunities to improve theparcel of an integrate process of reform that must be
prevailing economic and social situation. We hope that theguided by the principles of the sovereign equality of
consensus agreements emanating from those conferenceétates, equitable geographical distribution and the need to
will generate the necessary political will for the democratize the procedures and methods applied in the
implementation of the resolutions taken by those and otherSecurity Council, including the process of
international forums, including the commitments announceddecision-making.
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Libya has been among the first to call for the In this current session in particular, Libya takes
elimination of all the obstacles that hamper the work of the pride in the fact that these positions have had wide-
Security Council, particularly, the veto power. Today my ranging effects that were reflected in the trust placed in
country takes satisfaction in the fact that this call, which my country by Arab States and the group of African
Libya made 20 years ago, now has the support of manyStates which unanimously nominated Libya to the
countries. This shows that those countries have nowmembership of the Security Council for the coming two
become convinced that there is no longer any justificationyears. While expressing its high appreciation of this Arab
for the power of the veto and that its continued existenceand African stand, Libya would like to thank, in advance,
breaches one of the principles of the United Nations, all the countries that will support our candidature for that
namely, the equality of States. It is that veto power which seat. We should also like to confirm to everybody that
impedes all efforts aimed at the democratization of the Libya will support all efforts aimed at the realization of
membership and functions of United Nations bodies. the purposes of the United Nations and, in cooperation

with members of the Security Council and other members

Since becoming a Member of the United Nations, my of the Organization, will work to enhance the role of the
country has played an active role in and contributed to United Nations in the maintenance of international peace
many achievements of which the Organization can beand security, and in closing ranks with other countries in
proud. My country will also contribute to whatever the facing up to the dangers that threaten peace and security
Organization seeks to achieve in the future. Based on thisjn the world.
we have actively participated in the international
Conferences recently organized by the United Nations on At the beginning of this statement, | said that this
population, social development, human rights, and women.session of the General Assembly had a special
This we did in the same spirit that inspires our country’s significance. This is due to the fact that we believe that
international activities at other levels. That is why Libya the historical occasion under the aura of which this
has participated in all efforts aimed at strengthening thesession convenes, namely, the celebration of the fiftieth
Arab Maghreb Union. We are proud to see that this Union anniversary of the United Nations, will afford us all an
has advanced steadily and has taken serious initiatives t@pportunity that should be seized — an opportunity to
serve the peoples of the Union and to protect their gains.realize peace, security and prosperity for humanity.
Libya works with the same determination to adopt effective
measures to enhance cooperation and strengthen confidence In our view, the starting point in this direction lies
and security in the Mediterranean region in order to removein hard work to establish the structure of a new
the causes of tensions there. This includes our efforts tointernational order. Such an order, however, should not be
close foreign military bases in the Mediterranean region andbuilt according to the wishes of the few who seek to
to secure the withdrawal of military fleets from its waters. impose their hegemony on others in deciding the fate of
Proceeding from its positions of principle, Libya has been the world, and to dictate their own methods of dealing
at the forefront of the defenders of the aspirations of with international relations.
peoples, whether in the field of decolonization, the
protection and maintenance of human rights, or the The new order that would satisfy us all should be
enhancement of the role principles of justice and fairnessbuilt on the common aspirations of all. It should be an
should play in international relations. order that guarantees full equality to all countries; an

order that must respect the free political, economic and

Libya has also sought to solve a number of regional social choices of all peoples. The new order should
disputes by peaceful means. In this spirit, it has undertakerprotect and enhance human rights. It should create
several mediation missions including, for example, conditions conducive to the settlement of disputes and
assistance in solving the problems in the southernconflicts and to the resolution of differences among States
Philippines and helping to arrest the deterioration of the by peaceful means. It should be an order which provides
dispute between Sudan and Uganda, as well as thossecurity and stability, and should make it possible for all
between Nigeria and Cameroon and Greece and Turkeynations to aspire after development and to be optimistic
Libya has also contributed to efforts aimed at halting the about the future. This new order should embody the noble
escalation of the dispute between India and Pakistan, anadoncepts and ideals enshrined in the Charter; namely, the
has helped in containing events in north Niger and Mali. need to unite our strength to save humanity from the

scourge of war, to realize justice, to respect the
obligations arising from treaties and other sources of
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international law, and to promote better standards of life in taken place in Somalia, Rwanda, Burundi and Bosnia and
greater freedom. Herzegovina, we are mindful of the difficulties that
obstruct such efforts and make it difficult for the
The Acting President: | now call on the Minister for ~ Organization to find the desired solutions to those
Foreign Affairs of Qatar, His Excellency Sheikh Hamad problems.
Bin Jassem Bin Jabr Al Thani.
Mr. Pibulsonggram (Thailand), Vice-President, took

Sheikh Al Thani (Qatar)(interpretation from Arabic): the Chair
At the outset, it gives me great pleasure to congratulate
His Excellency Mr. Diogo Freitas do Amaral on his On top of all this, it is patently clear that the

election to the presidency of this historic fiftieth session of Security Council, which has adopted pertinent resolutions
the General Assembly. His election reflects the esteem into solve these problems, has come face to face with
which Member States hold his country, the friendly country obstacles that hampered the achievement of the desired
of Portugal, and the confidence that his diplomatic talentssolutions. The continued presence of such obstacles has
will make possible the successful culmination of the work affected the credibility and standing of the United
of this important session. Nations. In the post-cold-war period, the United Nations
has been put to the test in the areas of peace-keeping and
| should also like to express my delegation’s esteemthe maintenance of international peace and security.
for his predecessor, His Excellency Mr. Amara Essy, for Hence the urgent need during this fiftieth anniversary to
the competent way in which he conducted the work of the make every effort to fundamentally reform the United
forty-ninth session. Nations to enhance its effectiveness and its standing. |
think we all aspire to the goal of reforming the United
It is also my pleasure to express Qatar's full Nations, and my country attaches particular importance to
confidence in and esteem for the Secretary-General, Mr.it; it would strengthen the effectiveness of the
Boutros Boutros-Ghali. In fact, he is doing a great deal to international Organization and enhance its image.
serve this international Organization, and has been

extremely assiduous in implementing its noble principles We know that the obstacles facing the Security
and strengthening its role in the maintenance of Council have been the reason behind the demand for
international peace and security. reforming that principal organ with the Charter

responsibility for the maintenance of international peace

| should like to congratulate the Member States that and security. A high priority is given to this reform of the
have recently joined the Organization. We hope that thoseSecurity Council which tops the list of the desired
States will be active participants in and will contribute reforms of the United Nations. As for the State of Qatar,
constructively to the activities of the United Nations and to it attaches particular importance to efforts to reform the
the defence of its principles. Council and to increase its membership proportionately

with the increased membership of the United Nations

This fiftieth session is being held at a historic and itself. We must also bear in mind the need to increase the
complex turning point in history, where extreme complexity number of permanent seats to ensure balanced
characterizes the concepts relating to international relationsrepresentation. The great challenge the international
These concepts, because of their diversity and the erraticommunity faces as it strives to reform the Security
course they follow, create a number of serious difficulties Council is to achieve a balanced membership and to
and obstacles that face the emergence of the desiregnsure that the changes will make for increased
international order. All this has taken concrete form in the effectiveness. We should also speed up reform of the
resurgence of inter-ethnic and inter-racial extremist conflicts working methods and procedures of the Security Council.
that threaten the very foundations of international society, We must review the right of veto and rein in its use as
which should continue to be based on tolerance and thethat right has frequently been used against the interests of
principles and values of the United Nations. Hence the needhe international community and in favour of individual
to redouble our efforts to put an end to such conflicts and States.
to contain their consequences and the threats they pose to
the international community. While expressing our Proceeding from its conviction that international
appreciation for the efforts that have been made by thispeace can be achieved only through disarmament and
Organization to cope with the deplorable events that haverestraining the arms race, particularly with respect to
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weapons of mass destruction and that halting theRepublic of Iran with respect to the three islands by
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is one of the peaceful means.
most important foundations of international peace and
security, the State of Qatar welcomed the Convention on With regard to Irag, our position remains unchanged:
the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling Iraq’s unity and territorial integrity must be preserved.
and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction,lraq must implement all Security Council resolutions.
and supported the extension of the Treaty on the Non-lraq’s recognition of the sovereignty and territorial
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), even if it integrity of the State of Kuwait, and of its international
considers that the indefinite extension of the Treaty will boundaries, in accordance with Security Council
never achieve the desired result unless all States accede t@solution 833 (1993) is a very important step in the right
it. We therefore hope that all the States which have not yetdirection towards full implementation of all Security
acceded to the Treaty will do so. Council resolutions, a fact that should speed up the
mitigation of the suffering of the brotherly Iragi people
Qatar continues to believe that Israel should accede towho continue to face an acute shortage of essential goods,
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons especially foods and medicine.
and should place its nuclear installations under the
safeguards regime of the International Atomic Energy Inspired by the guidelines established by His
Agency (IAEA) as a prelude to the implementation of the Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad Al Thani, Qatar has
General Assembly’s resolution establishing a nuclear-been participating, to the best of its financial and human
weapon-free zone in the Middle East. This would contribute abilities, in addressing the major issues of the Gulf region
to equitable, balanced peace and stability in that vital regionand of our Arab and Islamic nation. Qatar, therefore, fully
of the world. supports the activities of the Gulf Cooperation Council,
which are in the interest of the well-being of all our
Since His Highness Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad Al- peoples. It is our hope that security and stability will soon
Thani became Emir, he has stressed Qatar’'s adherence teeign in our region, for this is an integral part of the
its regional and international obligations, and has security and stability of the Middle East at large. To that
emphasized that Qatar will act through international andend, Qatar is continuing its good offices and its efforts to
regional organizations in strengthening international peacemprove the situation in the Arab world and to
and security. By joining our brethren in the Gulf consolidate Arab solidarity, which will make it possible
Cooperation Council, we have set a course towards thefor the nation to pursue its special role in the history of
achievement of the noble goals that reflect the aspirationscivilization.
of the peoples of the Gulf after peace, stability, cooperation
and prosperity. It is on the basis of these principles that we have
welcomed the Middle East peace process. We hope that
The security of the Gulf is one of the major concerns it will prove successful and that it will at long last bring
of its peoples. Our region has withessed two major wars,a just and lasting peace to the region and lead to Israel's
during which our peoples have made great sacrifices thattcomplete withdrawal from all the occupied Arab and
have taken the shape of financial burdens which we Palestinian territories, including the Golan Heights,
continue to shoulder at a time when we move towards southern Lebanon and, particularly, Al-Quds Al-Sharif.
development and modernization. We are determined toThis will make it possible for the Palestinian people to
overcome the negative effects of those two wars and toregain its right to establish a State of its own, on its own
spare the region any further conflict. Moreover, Qatar is soil, with Al-Quds as its capital.
making efforts to establish good relations with all States of
the region on the basis of good-neighbourliness, mutual Qatar welcomes the expanded autonomy of the
respect, non-interference in the internal affairs of others,Palestinians under the agreement signed last Thursday at
respect for international legality, and the settlement of Washington between the Palestinians and the Israelis. We
problems by peaceful means through dialogue, mediation ohope this agreement will open the doors that lead to peace
recourse to the International Court of Justice. and stability in the region and will prove to be an
important step towards full implementation of the
Proceeding from this, we support resolution of the Declaration of Principles signed by the two parties in
dispute between the United Arab Emirates and the IslamicSeptember 1993.

19



General Assembly 17th plenary meeting
Fiftieth session 3 October 1995

By the same token, Qatar wishes to voice its deep Qatar also supports the stance of the Contact Group
concern at the fact that talks between Syria and Israel areof the Organization of the Islamic Conference, which
lagging behind. We hope for substantial progress on thatdeems the embargo on weapons to be illegal and supports
track so that the Israeli occupation of the Syrian Arab the fraternal Muslim people of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Golan may come to an end. We hope also that there will beWe are now at a critical stage in the conflict in the
progress on the Lebanese-Israeli track, so that southerfiormer Yugoslavia. The international community must, of
Lebanon may be freed from the Israeli presence undemecessity, act to restore a just peace in the Republic of
which it has been the victim of much aggression and Bosnia and Herzegovina and to ensure that that country
oppression. may enjoy stability, sovereignty, independence and

territorial integrity and get down to the business of

It is our hope that a just and lasting peace will be economic and social development. We hope that the
established on the basis of the Madrid formula and the Serbian war criminals will be duly tried and that this will
relevant Security Council resolutions 242 (1967), 338 be a lesson to all such criminals.

(1973) and 425 (1978) and on the basis of the land-for-

peace formula. We therefore call on the General Assembly Qatar is profoundly convinced that peace and

to reaffirm all prior resolutions on the question of Palestine development follow the same path, that development is as

and the situation in the Middle East, so that the goal of anecessary for the international community as is peace. It

just, comprehensive peace can be achieved. is possible to ensure continuous development only if there
is peace, and vice-versa. Since sustainable and long-term

My Government follows with great concern development is one of the cornerstones of genuine peace,
developments in Afghanistan, Somalia and Chechnya. Weit is a high priority for the United Nations and the
appeal for the intensification of international efforts to bring international community to focus on development,
peace, justice and stability to those areas. particularly in the developing countries.

We also reaffirm — as we have frequently done, both A commitment to development in all its aspects is,
officially and in public statements — our solidarity with the indeed, the very bedrock of the international economic
people of Bosnia and Herzegovina. We are concerned oveorder — the new order that we all look forward to and
the continuing bloodshed, four years after the outbreak ofhope that it will be based essentially on interdependence.
the war. Together with many other States, we have The international community has already started to move
deplored the savage practices of ethnic cleansing pursueth that direction, through the General Agreement on
by the Serbian forces under the eyes of the entire world.Tariffs and Trade and the establishment of the World
Those practices are totally against the most elementaryTrade Organization. This will help to strengthen the
rules and norms of humanitarian law and the Charter of themultilateral trade system, which is based on the
United Nations. liberalization and expansion of international trade.

We welcome the military action undertaken by the As confirmation of this, His Highness the Emir of
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), in cooperation the State of Qatar has extolled the merit, from Qatar’s
with the forces of the United Nations, to put an end to point of view, of particular political groups, saying that,
Serbian aggression. We hope that those measures aflespite the fact that ours is a small country, we are trying
deterrence will make it possible for peace to be achieved atto react favourably to the new international situation in
long last and that the international community will take a order to find our proper place in it. We are also taking
very firm and resolute stand, both through the United action to strengthen the ways and means available to us,
Nations and through the major Powers that are activelyfor the achievement of that goal.
involved, to guarantee the safety of the people of Bosnia
and Herzegovina. By the same token, we hope that the Our economic objectives are the following: to
weapons embargo will be lifted, in order for these people exploit our own natural wealth; to export our products on
to defend themselves, to preserve the independence of thethe best possible terms; to strengthen our industrial base
country and to ensure the triumph of the principles of the by consolidating and developing our current industries
Charter. The Serbian barbarity they have endured hasand by creating new ones on the basis of our natural
engulfed even the safe areas. resources, particularly petroleum and gas; to strengthen

and encourage investment in all areas, making it possible
for private capital to be involved in economic
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development; and to emphasize infrastructure projects, adNations as a strong and active Organization whose
these are the main requirements for socio-economicpurpose is to achieve noble goals and safeguard the future
development. of mankind. As we celebrate the anniversary, at the
threshold of the twenty-first century, it is our hope that
All this highlights the reason why we attach such we shall build a new United Nations that will lead us in
importance to economic and social development as athe direction of a new world of genuine peace, security,
mainstay of international peace and security. That is whyunder an effective international order that would
development has become a common goal for theguarantee the well-being of all people and preserve the
international community. Having taken shape in a numberdignity of man, a world where the strong will not
of international conferences, it should be adopted by all thedominate the weak or the rich exploit the poor; a world
nations of the world. We attach particular importance to the where tolerance and well-being would not be far-fetched
results of the conferences that have been held in recentireams.
years in the context of the importance accorded by the
international community to this common goal, namely, the If we mobilize the full potential of mankind we shall
United Nations Conference on Environment and be able, under the guidance of the United Nations and its
Development, in Rio de Janeiro; the International agencies, to usher in such a brave new world.
Conference on Population and Development, in Cairo; the
World Summit for Social Development, in Copenhagen; The Acting President: | now call on the Minister
and the Fourth World Conference on Women, held in for Foreign Affairs of Myanmar, His Excellency U Ohn
Beijing, to emphasize the role of women in development Gyaw.
with due consideration of the cultural differences between
peoples and the various noble ideals of the Islamic faith. Mr. Gyaw (Myanmar): It gives me great pleasure to
extend warm congratulations, on behalf of the delegation
It is our hope that the matters that were debated will of Myanmar and on my own behalf, to Mr. Diogo Freitas
not be used as a pretext for interference in the internaldo Amaral on his assumption of the presidency of the
affairs of other States or as justification for discriminatory General Assembly at its fiftieth session. The diplomatic
treatment and the imposition of conditions on the provision skills and experience he brings to his high office assure
of economic assistance or development aid. us of a successful session.

I should like to refer in this context to the tendency to Allow me to take this opportunity to express our
impose, unilaterally or collectively, a carbon tax, for the appreciation to Mr. Amara Essy, Foreign Minister of Cote
purpose, it is alleged, of protecting the environment. Thed’lvoire, for having so successfully guided the
truth of the matter is that the tax is a purely economic deliberations of the last session.
measure, which will impact negatively on the economies of
the petroleum-exporting countries, particularly the Gulf The United Nations is 50 years old this year. It is
States. both a time for celebration and an opportunity for

reflection. The Organization has evolved over time and

The threats that face mankind at present and will has served us well for half a century. The significant
continue to do so in the future are not all political or increase in the membership — from the original 51 to the
military. Such threats as the deterioration of the present 185 — underscores the continuing relevance of
environment on a global scale, poverty, underdevelopmentthe United Nations. However, vast transformations are
drugs, epidemics of fatal diseases, terrorism and violationsnow taking place, and reforms in the structure and work
of human rights which are becoming more and more of the Organization must be instituted to reflect the new
serious day by day, are not of a military or political nature. realities. We wish to see a more efficient and result-
Regardless, they need to be addressed urgently and globariented Organization — one that retains mechanisms
solutions have to be found for them if they are not to which have proved effective and adopts innovative
become untreatable and threaten all humanity. measures to ensure cooperation in the post-bloc world.

In just a few days we shall be celebrating the fiftieth Security Council reforms constitute one of the most
anniversary of the United Nations. This is an extremely important issues to be addressed. Myanmar stands for a
important occasion, reflecting as it does a genuine desire orpragmatic approach that will ensure that the Council
the part of the peoples of the world to preserve the Unitedevolves into a more representative, effective and
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democratic body. To judge from the work done during the The lesson to be learned is that the Security Council
last two sessions of the General Assembly by the Open-should be far more conscious of when and under what
ended Working Group on the Question of Equitable mandate to begin peace-keeping operations. Such
Representation on and Increase in the Membership of theoperations must have clearly defined objectives. More
Security Council, it is clear that there is a convergence of important, agreement among major Powers must carry
views that the Council should be enlarged. The enlargementvith it the support of the majority of the Member States
should however be accompanied by measures to make iif it is to have the desired result.
more effective. It should ensure equitable geographical
representation and at the same time preserve the possibility  If the United Nations system is to be revitalized and
for smaller States to serve on the Council. strengthened, the basic issue of adequate financing,
particularly of peace-keeping operations, must be
Myanmar fully supports the position of the addressed. Whether that happens depends on us. The
non-aligned countries which stresses the importance ofUnited Nations can only be as strong or as effective as
enhancing the effective and efficient functioning of the Member States choose to make it. The limitations of the
Security Council by adopting measures geared towardsUnited Nations should not encourage Member States to
reforming its working methods and procedures. take precipitate action. As a Myanmar saying goes:

Myanmar welcomes the actions already taken to “When mice enter the granary, we must catch the
enhance the relationship between the Council and the mice and not set fire to the granary”.
general membership as well as measures to improve its
working methods and procedures. We are particularly The founders of the United Nations also envisaged
pleased to see that the Council has initiated the holding ofit as an international body for the promotion of the
orientation debates and briefings by the President of theeconomic and social welfare of all peoples. Even though
Council for States non-members of the Security Council. the right to development is recognized as an inalienable
We see the need to enhance cooperation between thBuman right, the disparity between developed and
Security Council and the General Assembly in accordancedeveloping countries continues to widen. Member States
with Articles 10, 11, 12 and 14 of the Charter. We also should reaffirm their commitment to cooperate in creating
share the view that reforms can best be achieved through @n international economic environment conducive to the
combination of means that include General Assembly realization of the right to development. Without
resolutions, changes in the rules of procedure, anddevelopment there can be no prospect for lasting peace.
appropriate amendments to the Charter where necessary.In this regard | am pleased to note that in his
recommendations on an Agenda for Development the
At the same time, the role of the General Assembly — Secretary-General last November stressed that
the one forum where all the Member States are development should be recognized as the foremost and
represented — should be reviewed to enable it to deal moramost far-reaching task of our time.
effectively with outstanding problems and to allow it to
focus on the new challenges of our times. The United Nations was established on the principle
of the equality of all its Members. The mandate of the
We consider it vital that there be a more dynamic Organization is to advance peace and security, and bring
relationship between the main organs of the international justice and economic and social development
Organization — the General Assembly, the Security to all peoples. While it deserves to be commended for its
Council and the Economic and Social Council. vital role in the historic process of decolonization which
led to the independence of more than 80 countries, much
In recent years the United Nations, despite constraints,less can be said for its efforts to create an equitable
has been in the forefront of the international community’s international economic order.
efforts to deal with the unresolved problems of the cold-war
decades as well as new ones that have surfaced. Ithasbeen | am pleased to note that the perceptible
called upon to meet the burgeoning demand for improvement in the international climate is generating a
peace-keeping. In some cases, like Angola, Cambodia, Efavourable impact on some long-standing issues such as
Salvador and Mozambique, it has scored successes. In somtbe Middle East peace process. The initial steps taken two
others, like Bosnia and Herzegovina and Somalia, it hasyears ago towards a durable peace have now been
come under heavy strain and has proved to be ineffectivefollowed by firm strides. Myanmar joins other nations in

22



General Assembly 17th plenary meeting
Fiftieth session 3 October 1995

welcoming the accord signed by Prime Minister Rabin and character and cultural heritage and to raise the standard of
Chairman Arafat in Washington, D.C. on 28 September education and health of the entire country.
1995. We hope that it will pave the way to a
comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. It is a source of immense pride and satisfaction that
our efforts have achieved a significant measure of success
Just as the family of nations must work together to in charting a new course for the country. Insurgency,
ensure international peace and stability, individual Stateswhich was born with our independence, is now coming to
must promote peace within their territories. | am happy to a close. The unprecedented return to the legal fold of 15
be able to say that in Myanmar peace reigns as nevepout of the 16 armed groups speaks volumes for our
before and that the momentum for positive change efforts at national reconsolidation.
continues. The Government has set 12 objectives in the
political, economic and social fields and is working On 10 July 1995 the Government also lifted the
steadfastly to achieve them. restrictions placed on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi. The lifting
of restrictions is unconditional. A large number of
A unique feature of Myanmar is that it is a union individuals against whom action had been taken in
composed of well over a hundred national races. Unity accordance with the laws of the land have also been
among the different national races is essential for thereleased.
preservation of our independence and sovereignty as well
as for the economic and social progress of the country. The | am also pleased to be able to say that we in
Government has adopted policies to prevent theMyanmar have been shouldering our responsibilities in
disintegration of the Union, ensure the non-disintegration of combating the menace posed by narcotic drugs. The
national solidarity, and ensure the perpetuity of our Myanmar Armed Forces have been mounting major
country’s sovereignty. Moreover, with a view to building a offensives against drug traffickers, including the forces of
peaceful, prosperous and modern nation, my GovernmenKhun Sa. Since the end of 1988 there have been 823
has formulated and is pursuing clear objectives in the engagements with the drug traffickers. In these clashes,
political, economic and social spheres. 16 officers and 567 other ranks from the armed forces
sacrificed their lives for the country, 55 officers and 1,744
Allow me to focus briefly on some of the main issues other ranks were wounded in action and 153 weapons
on our national agenda. were lost. Enemy losses amounted to 720 killed, 118
captured, 221 surrendered and 708 assorted weapons
The first issue of ensuring the stability of the State. seized. The numbers speak for themselves. We are
National reconsolidation is an indispensable component ofdetermined to wage war against the drug traffickers as a
my Government'’s policy to achieve peace and tranquillity. matter of national responsibility and we see it as our duty
A national convention has been convened to draft a newto humanity. Our men have sacrificed life and limb so
Constitution which would be in harmony with present-day that the world may be rid of the scourge of narcotic
realities and would reflect the aspirations of the entire drugs. The actions of the Myanmar Armed Forces deserve
nation. to be accorded due recognition, just as the Blue Helmets
have been commended for their valour and courage.
Secondly, in the economic sector guidelines have been
formulated to promote all-round development of agriculture, In order to succeed in the fight against narcotic
which forms the mainstay of the nation’s economy. At the drugs the Myanmar Government in May 1989 initiated an
same time, Myanmar has laid out a welcome mat to foreignintegrated rural-development programme of an
and domestic investors in order to attract capital andunprecedented nature and scope in the border areas.
technical know-how. Subsequently, in 1992 a separate ministry devoted to the
development of border areas and national races was
Thirdly, progress is sought in the social sector in order established. We are fully confident that once those areas
to buttress political stability and economic progress, which are developed, the living standards of the local populace
constitute foundation-stones for a peaceful, prosperous andre raised and alternative means of livelihood are made
modern State. We are engaged in efforts to strengthen thavailable, poppy cultivation will be totally eradicated.
fabric of society by rekindling the spirit of patriotism and
uplifting the moral integrity of our citizens. The We have relied on our own resources in promoting
Government is endeavouring to preserve the nationalthe development programmes in the border areas. Over
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2,842 million kyats, the equivalent of US$ 400 million, the United Nations had in theirs, to bequeath to the
have been expended for infrastructure-building. We aregenerations to come a world that is secure and peaceful.
grateful that, recently, Japan approved a grant of 1 billion
yen — US$ 10 million — to be used to purchase fertilizers The Acting President | now call upon the
and agricultural machinery and implements for the food- Secretary of External Affairs of the Federated States of
development programme in the border regions. It is our Micronesia, His Excellency Mr. Asterio Takesy.
hope that others too will join hands with us to develop
those regions in order that humanity may be freed from the Mr. Takesy (Federated States of Micronesia): | am
menace posed by narcotic drugs. honoured to address the fiftieth session of the General
Assembly. | wish at the outset to extend to His
On the economic front, Myanmar has made important Excellency Mr. Diogo Freitas do Amaral my
gains. The economy registered a growth rate of 6.8 per centongratulations on his election to preside over the General
in 1994-1995, and prospects look bright for the future. Assembly. We are pleased that the stewardship of this
Foreign investment in Myanmar totals US$ 2.7 billion and anniversary session is entrusted to a distinguished and
is expected to reach $4 billion by the end of the year. seasoned diplomat. | wish to express my confidence in his
capable leadership and assure him of the cooperation of
An indicator of the pace of the development of the my Government in the discharge of the mandate of his
economy is the dramatic increase in the production of theoffice.
staple crop, rice, permitting the export of over 1 million
tons. In the meantime, Myanmar is fulfilling the basic In this connection | wish to thank his distinguished
needs of the people and is striving to narrow the gap inpredecessor, His Excellency Mr. Amara Essy of
living standards between urban dwellers and the ruralCéte d’'lvoire, for his dedication and excellent guidance
population. of the work of the Assembly during its forty-ninth
session.
In the realm of international relations Myanmar has
consistently pursued a policy of peace and friendship with | also wish to convey my Government'’s gratitude to
all States, and especially with neighbouring countries. A the Secretary-General, Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, for his
recent landmark event was Myanmar's accession to thetireless efforts in the search for peaceful solutions to the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation at the twenty-eighth many volatile situations and humanitarian and
Ministerial Meeting of the Association of South-East Asian development issues around the world that are challenging
Nations (ASEAN) in Brunei, paving the way for the Organization’s attention.
Myanmar’s eventual entry into ASEAN.
My Government takes this opportunity to extend a
In the light of the political and socio-economic warm welcome to our neighbour, the Republic of Palau,
transformations taking place in the country and the the newest Member of the United Nations.
increased cooperation with its neighbours, Myanmar
continues to make important contributions to peace and A few weeks from today, Member States of the
stability in the region and in the world. United Nations will join together to celebrate the fiftieth
anniversary of the Organization, taking note of its
The commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the accomplishments and its share of failures with a view to
United Nations is a time for reflection and for resolution. charting an effective role for its future.
| should like to avail myself of this opportunity to renew
my country’s dedication and commitment to the purposes The new global map before us today presents the
and principles of the Charter and to pledge that MyanmarOrganization with a unique opportunity as the primary
will contribute, however modestly, to the realization of a global institution. The challenge of leadership is before
United Nations which will both serve the cause of world us. However, this opportunity will be missed if financial
peace and fulfil the needs of humanity. resources and the political will of its Member States are
lacking.
In this new era we must strive to ensure that all
nations can live together in peace and harmony. Every In this connection we wish to support the statement
nation must also strive to keep its house in order. We havemade by the Chairman of the Group of 77 and by China
a responsibility in our time, just as the founding fathers of last week with respect to the progress report of the High-
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level Open-ended Working Group on the Financial Situation Secretary-General's recommendations of 11 November

of the United Nations. 1994, he stated that the

| also wish to express my Government's strong “United Nations cannot be a strong force for peace
support for the ongoing programme of reforms within the unless it is also a strong force for development.”
Organization. We support institutional reforms that will (A/49/665, para. 9)
eliminate duplication of work, waste and fraud and thereby
enhance the effectiveness of the Organization. My Government fully associates itself with the declaration

of the Foreign Ministers of the Group of 77 calling for
With reference to the scale of assessments, myrestoration of the issue of development to the heart of the
Government finds merit in the argument that the principle United Nations agenda, the centrality of the United
of the capacity to pay seems to have fallen by the waysideNations in promoting international cooperation for
in the determination of assessments. Studies point outdevelopment and the creation of a balance between
disturbing disparities in the existing scale as compared withUnited Nations activities for development and its other
individual Member countries’ share of the global economy. activities.
Naturally, it is the smallest Member States that are being
penalized by such disparities. My Government associates My Government welcomes the entry into force of
itself with the report issued by the Committee on the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea in
Contributions at its fifty-fifth session, held in June of this November of last year, as well as the establishment of the
year, which called for a lowering of the floor. International Seabed Authority. While there is much work
ahead in months to come with respect to the Seabed
The issue of human rights, implicit in the United Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law of
Nations Charter, has been the topic of many debates andhe Sea, we are confident that the spirit of compromise
international conferences in the context of the work of the that brought us to where we are today will continue to
United Nations. We welcome the programmes of action prevail and guide our efforts.
generated by these meetings and hope that the international
community will find the determination to allocate the In this connection, my Government is also very
necessary resources for their implementation. pleased with the successful outcome of the negotiations
on straddling fish stocks and highly migratory fish stocks
My Government joined in the consensus of the partiesthis past July. My Government looks forward to the
for the unconditional extension of the Treaty on the Non- signing of the relevant agreement in December of this
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) five months ago. year. At this juncture, allow me to express my
With regard to the ongoing negotiations with respect to a Government’s appreciation to Ambassador Satya Nandan
comprehensive test-ban treaty, my Government welcome®f the Republic of Fiji for his excellent leadership as
the commitment by the United States to a zero- yield Chairman of the Conference on that subject. As Pacific
threshold, and we urge similar assurances by the otheislanders, we take pride in the immense contributions of
nuclear-weapon States. one of our own sons.

On the other hand, during the past few months we The Government of the Federated States of
have been deeply troubled by the occurrence of nuclear-tesMicronesia is firmly committed to environmentally
explosions in China and the South Pacific. These events casustainable development. We urge all members to follow
be seen only as detrimental to the principles of the Treatyclosely the crucial work of the Commission on
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and Sustainable Development this year and to support the
endangering the prospects for success in negotiating amportant work of Under-Secretary-General Nitin Desai
comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. and the Secretariat in this difficult but essential

endeavour. In this connection, we continue to place great

In the important area of development, my Government importance on the implementation of the Programme of
fully supports the ongoing work on the Agenda for Action for the Sustainable Development of Small Island
Development and the call for new approaches that wouldDeveloping States.
elevate development and economic policy to their deserved
place, on a par with world peace and security. In the At its meeting last month the South Pacific Forum

adopted the Convention to Ban the Importation into
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Forum Island Countries of Hazardous and Radioactivecontinuing sea-level rise of more than 18 inches, or half
Wastes and to Control the Transboundary Movement anda metre, by the year 2100 if nothing is done. Besides the
Management of Hazardous Wastes within the South Pacificobvious disastrous effects upon islands and their
Region, also referred to as the Waigani Convention. It is anpopulations, many heavily populated river deltas and their
important arrangement that strengthens and supplements thaties would be made uninhabitable.
effect of the Basel and London Conventions within our
region. The eminent Director of the University of
Maryland’s Laboratory for Coastal Research recently
The subject of climate change and global warming, described the measurement of sea-level rise as the
phenomena that are influenced by mankind’s emissions of‘dipstick of climate change”. | would respectfully suggest
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, remains of deethat while sea-level rise is certainly the indicator, it is our
concern to the people of the Federated States of Micronesiaislands and low-lying coastal areas that are the dipstick,
Unfortunately, though, it seems that much of the world but we are helplessly fixed and immovable.
does not at present share our feeling of urgency regarding
the continuing debate over this problem. | therefore call on this body at this session to take
due notice of the accumulating knowledge relating to
The developments during the past year relating to theclimate change and to reaffirm the urgent need for
Framework Convention on Climate Change have to somemeaningful greenhouse gases emissions-reduction
extent been encouraging, but the process still suffers greatlyneasures within the context of the Framework
from the strong political and economic forces that obscure Convention.
the Convention’s clearly stated objective: the stabilization
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at safe levels. | am pleased to inform this Assembly that the
Everyone agrees that this objective can be reached onlyGovernment of the Federated States of Micronesia has
through difficult adjustments within the industrialized recently ratified the Convention on desertification, and my
countries and assistance to the developing world inGovernment will deposit its instrument of ratification in
acquiring environmentally clean technologies. It is also due course.
understood that this must be done in stages over a certain
period of time. But the first steps must be initiated at once. The Federated States of Micronesia sees an
interrelationship between the three environmental
The First Conference of the parties of the Convention, Conventions — on biological diversity, climate change
held in Berlin earlier this year, made the very crucial and desertification, respectively. And only through a
determination that the initial undertakings by industrialized collective approach and support can we have a chance to
countries to reduce greenhouse-gas emissions wereestore, protect and sustain our global environment. My
inadequate. Regrettably, the Conference did not see fit toGovernment joins in solidarity with all Members to work
adopt as a next step the protocol formally submitted by thetowards solutions through global cooperation.
Alliance of Small Island States, which would have applied
a reduction formula endorsed by scientists back in 1988 as The current series of underground test explosions
reasonable and necessary. Instead, the best the Conferenaghich France has carried out in the South Pacific, and
could do was to mandate a working group to develop which it is continuing in the face of unprecedented
during the next two years a protocol or other legal international outrage, is regrettable for many reasons, but
instrument requiring specific future reductions. At the first | focus here on the particular danger which these tests
meeting of this working group, held recently in Geneva, it pose to the environment of our Pacific region.
was clear that powerful forces remain dedicated to
defeating this process by whatever means they can apply. The history of nuclear testing in the Pacific region,
both north and south, is an ugly chronicle of willingness
Opponents of the Framework Convention have beento gamble with the lives and homes of millions of island
very ingenious in casting doubts over scientific knowledge inhabitants. In the region of Micronesia, and in particular
relating to climate change, but we hope that the upcomingthe Marshall Islands, despite broad assurances that testing
second assessment report of the Intergovernmental Panel owas safe, we are learning only now, years later, that the
Climate Change will establish once and for all the clear disastrous effects on the health of island peoples have
legitimacy of this concern and the need for action. The been far worse than science could have predicted at the
Panel has found, among other things, a likelihood of time.
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An established principle of international law prescribes Our small, relatively young nation, remote and
that a State must ensure that its actions within its underdeveloped, joins with many others in similar
jurisdiction or control do not cause damage within other circumstances in feeling blessed that, at this juncture in
States or within areas beyond the limits of its national history, there is a sense of universality within the
jurisdiction. That principle is embodied in article 4 of the community of nations. At a time when the earlier
Convention for the Protection of the Natural Resources and‘doomsday mentality” no longer lies at the foundation of
Environment of the South Pacific Region, otherwise known international relations, it gives us hope that the passing of
as the Noumea Convention. Together with nine Pacific that phase will how make room for more serious
countries and the United States, France is a party to thatontemplation of the future of the planet we all must
Convention. It is also an expressed principle in the share.

Convention on Biological Diversity, to which France is also
a State party. It is good that we are celebrating this important
milestone in human history, this fiftieth anniversary of

The Noumea Convention and the Convention on our forum for the world’s nations, but if it is to be more
biological diversity also contain clear requirements than just a forum, we must all keep a vision of our
regarding advance, transparent environmental impactpurpose in coming here each year and in expending so
assessments of projects which might have harmful effectsmuch effort throughout the year at conferences and at
on the environment. No in-depth, comprehensive home to exchange our respective views.
environmental impact assessment of France’s underground
nuclear testing programme in the South Pacific has ever In the end, we must find ways to transcend the
been carried out. national assumptions about each other and determine to

create a level of real cooperation which will consolidate

France has sought to reassure the world by saying thathe effectiveness of our individual efforts. That is why
the test area will be open to any assessment desired, a®day the United Nations is more important than ever —
soon as its present tests are over. Without question, Francendeed, why it is crucial. It is through this Organization,
will bear a heavy responsibility to ensure against future and through no other, that the breakthrough to which |
leakage, the probability of which is very high. Picture the refer can be achieved.
shattered substratum of a small atoll which has undergone
over 120 nuclear explosions, one of which caused a tidal And so | close, as | opened, with reference to the
wave. Surely, each succeeding explosion increases th®pportunity that makes this Organization our strongest
likelihood of leakage from the accumulation of radioactive basis for confidence and our hope for the future. We
materials concentrated below. In my Government’s view, know that we are not alone in these views, and we look
the proposition deserves assessment before further test®rward to working very hard during this, the fiftieth
proceed, especially since France’s obligation under both ofsession of the General Assembly, to do our part in
the treaties | have mentioned includes observance of themaking it, not only a well-deserved celebration, but a
“precautionary principle”. springboard to a bountiful future to which our

descendants will look back and say, “They did not let us

We hope that the collective voice of this body at this down.”
session will finally convince France that it must respect the
interests of the Pacific region and the world by ending the The Acting President: We have heard the last
nuclear degradation of Polynesian atolls and taking thespeaker in the general debate for this meeting.
necessary actions to prevent future radioactive leakage from
them. I shall now call on those representatives who wish

to speak in exercise of the right of reply.

A common thread throughout these remarks has been
one of hope because, at its fiftieth anniversary, more than Before doing so, may | remind members that
ever, this Organization is the greatest hope for a future instatements in the exercise of the right of reply are limited
which nations, in cooperation with one another, can addresgo 10 minutes for the first intervention and to five minutes
the bewildering array of problems whose implications, for the second intervention and should be made by
while local in their effects, far transcend national delegations from their seats.
boundaries.
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Mr. Gnehm (United States of America): The calls again on Libya to comply with the resolutions in full
statement made today by the head of the delegation of theand without further delay. Then the Security Council will
Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya is but the latest example of Libya’s be able to consider the lifting of sanctions.
continued effort to try to turn its international obligations
into an issue between States. It is not. We are talking about Mr. Gaussot (France) interpretation from French
international obligations. These are obligations imposed onA delegation referred again today to the question of
Libya by the Security Council of the United Nations. The nuclear tests in unacceptable terms that compel my
obligations are clear and they have not changed. delegation to recall certain facts once again.

So-called compromises offered by Libya are First, our underground nuclear tests in no way affect
unacceptable. There can be no negotiation between Libyahe health of the population or the natural environment.
and the Security Council on the fulfilment of Chapter VIl Eminent international experts have confirmed this many
sanctions. The fact is, Libya refuses to meet thetimes and again recently.
requirements of the Security Council in resolutions passed
by that organ, and in doing so shows the measure of its Secondly, the most recent series of tests that France
regard for this Organization. is undertaking, limited to a maximum of eight, does not

contravene its international obligations, particularly that of

Evasion of those requirements is not the road to autmost restraint, to which it has subscribed. Restraint is
solution to this problem. The Libyan Government knows not the same thing as prohibition.
what needs to be done to meet its obligations and effect an
end to sanctions. The sooner it does so, the better. Furthermore — and this point is fundamental — far

from contradicting the aim of achieving a comprehensive

Mr. Gomersall (United Kingdom): In his speech test-ban treaty by 1996, the current round of tests furthers
earlier today, the representative of Libya referred at lengthit. Indeed, it is because it will have undertaken a final
to the bombings of Pan Am flight 103 and UTA flight 772. series of tests, to be completed before the end of May
I would like to take this opportunity to restate my 1996, that France will be in a position to adhere without
Government’s policy on this issue. reservation to such an international agreement. Above all,

this completion of its testing will allow my country to

We regret the fact that Libya has failed to comply advocate the “zero option”: a treaty which will ban all
with the provisions of Security Council resolutions 731 nuclear tests and all other nuclear explosions at any level.
(1992), 748 (1992) and 883 (1993). The United Kingdom
seeks no more and no less than full Libyan compliance As is well known, France was the first nuclear
with those resolutions. In order to do this, Libya must Power to commit itself — it did so on 10 August 1995 at
ensure the appearance of those charged with the bombinthe Conference on Disarmament — to this vital option.
of Pan Am 103 for trial before the appropriate Scottish or The most recent French tests therefore fall within, and
United States court. It must satisfy the French judicial should be considered in, the context of the conclusion of
authorities with respect to the bombing of UTA 772. It a truly significant treaty — that is, a treaty that will
must commit itself definitively to ceasing all forms of provide for no exception and allow no circumvention.
terrorist activity and all assistance to terrorist groups, and
demonstrate by concrete actions its renunciation of As to the statement made by the Libyan
terrorism. representative, my delegation expresses its solidarity with

the delegations of the United States and the United

So-called compromises offered by Libya and referred Kingdom, whose Governments were referred to. The
to in the Libyan representative’s speech earlier today areFrench delegation reasserts that Libya must comply with
unacceptable. There can be no question of Libya seeking tall the obligations imposed on it by the Security Council
negotiate with the Security Council about its obligations in its resolutions 748 (1992) and 883 (1993). Libya's
under Chapter VIl of the Charter. reintegration into the international community and the

lifting of the sanctions regime cannot be envisaged until

As a result of the Libyan failure to comply with the those obligations have been met.
relevant resolutions, the Security Council, in the course of
10 reviews, has been unable to conclude that the sanctions  Mr. Azwai (Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya)iiterpretation
regime against Libya should be changed. My Governmentfrom Arabid: | should like to respond to the comments of
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three Western States — the United States, the UnitedConference (OIC) and the Non-Aligned Movement, we
Kingdom and France — concerning their comments on theare committed to it. We do not believe that the Security
statement we made earlier in this meeting. Council or any other body has the right to ask Libya to
violate its own laws or to surrender its sovereignty. We
It is wrong to state that Libya has not met its paid a very dear price for our freedom and sovereignty:
obligations under the Security Council resolutions. half our people paid for both with their lives and we are
Everyone knows that Libya has adhered to its obligations,prepared to pay with the other half rather than surrender
respected international law and, through the non-alignedand knuckle under.
countries, requested the three Western States to offer their
definition of the term “terrorism”. We have received these It runs counter to Libyan laws and sovereignty to
definitions from the United Kingdom and France and have have Libyan nationals stand trial in the United Kingdom
given them serious consideration. or the United States of America and, therefore, this
cannot be accepted. This, however, cannot be construed
My country has declared its full condemnation of all as disrespect for international legality. My country has
forms of terrorism. It even called for the United Nations to demonstrated time and time again that it fully upholds
convene a special session of the General Assembly tdnternational legality. On three difference occasions we
consider the problem of terrorism and declared that it will have applied judgments by the International Court of
contribute to all efforts that develop from such a session toJustice irrespective of whether the judgment was in our
establish counter-terrorism measures and to promoteavour or against us. We respect the Security Council and
international cooperation in that regard. international legality, and, as far as this issue is
concerned, everyone knows that it is a legal matter which
My country is well aware that this scourge came could have been resolved by the application of the
principally from the West. My country has been one of the Montreal Convention that deals with this specific subject,
victims of the phenomenon. Libya'’s cities and villages and namely, the safety of commercial flights. Very clearly,
even the home of its leader have all been the targets othat Convention gives my country the right to try the
aerial bombardment under the cover of darkness. Mysuspected individuals. Yet, my country, out of a desire to
country does not deny that it has cooperated positively withresolve this problem and in the belief that the families of
and assisted national liberation movements, particularly inthe victims are entitled to know the full truth, has
Africa, and we take pride in the fact that our efforts in that accepted that its citizens be tried in a third country, for
respect have been crowned with success. South Africa hathe whole world to see. My country is committed to this
finally restored the rights of its people, as have Zimbabwe, and cannot give in to anything beyond that.
Namibia, Mozambique, Angola and other African countries.
The issue is a matter of differing criteria and differing Mr. Gnehm (United States of America): The
outlooks. representative of Libya has the gall to use the word
“victims”. The victims that we want to remember today
As for the Pan Am incident, my country never rejected are in graves. We have heard a lot of words over the
out of hand the suspecting of two of its citizens. Libya only years. We do not need more words. We only need Libya
refused to turn them over to the United States or to theto comply with the Security Council resolution.
United Kingdom, since this, on the one hand, runs counter
to Libyan legislation and, on the other, cannot take place Mr. Azwai (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya)iiterpretation
since we have no extradition treaties with either of the two from Arabig: | should like to say that if there is any
countries. Yet, we took the step of declaring that we human feeling that urges anyone to allow the families of
accepted that the suspected individuals be tried in a thirdthe Pan Am and UTA flights victims, or to allow anyone
country before a court that would guarantee justice andto know the truth, it must be known that Libya is the first
impartiality. victim because its population of 4 million human beings
have become victims to these two incidents as there is an
My country has accepted the proposal put forward by attempt by the West to destroy the people of my country.
the League of Arab States to have the two suspectedAn unfair blockade which has lasted for more than three
individuals stand trial by Scottish judges, under Scottish years now has been imposed on them. My country is
law at the International Court of Justice in The Hague. As trying to seek the very minimum stipulated by the United
that proposal has been supported by the Organization oNations Charter: either to have recourse to the
African Unity (OAU), the Organization of the Islamic International Court of Justice or to arbitration or to
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negotiation. How on earth could problems be resolvedto the International Court of Justice. For the information
unless we follow the simplest course of action: sitting of members of the General Assembly, the issue, basically,
together at the negotiating table? That major Powers coulds still before the International Court of Justice. We
act at will as both adversary and judge is unacceptable toshould either wait for the International Court of Justice to
my country. | think that caring for the families of the judge the case, and we are committed to abide by its
victims and caring for international peace and justice shouldjudgment, or we should sit together at the negotiating
be everybody’s responsibility and not my country’s alone. table or resort to international arbitration. Or, if the
The major Powers and permanent members of the Securityroposal by the Arab League is accepted, the two
Council have a much greater responsibility. We are suspected individuals should stand trial in a third country,
prepared to sit right now to discuss and resolve all not in Libya, or in Scotland or in the United States, but
problems, or, failing this, to have recourse in a third country. If those who level the accusation have
any real authentic evidence, let us go to a neutral country
and let us have recourse to justice and to the truth, to
nothing else.

The meeting rose at 6.20 p.m.
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