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White House Agrees to Bill Authorizing

COVeI't Acti()n in Ira "‘;@ﬁ% Washington Post

December 22, 1995

Bowing to pressure from House  The Senate approved a bill yester- etk indi .
Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga)), the day that would %ten existi V“[‘J.S' On the otlm';a hua:d, US. intell- mdlre;:t gress'ures. He has oilly
Clinton administration has agreed to trade sanctions against Iran by pun- officials say h. anan regime - vaguely qscnbed w!xa} this plan
accept a House bill authorizin ishi i i i has been under growing economic  should consist of but said in February
pi e authorizing a ishing foreign companies that invest resultin i its af
small-scale covert action program in the country’s oil industry—a bill T oo s g from widespread  that its aim should be to replace the
aimed at moderating the radical Is- the administration also has said it will (P90, a0d,a mountain of 4Bpaid  regime in Iran.
lamic regime in Iran, including culti- accept. Earlier this week, U.S, of- (0rc.80 debt. A senior US. defense I April, hawever, he spelled out
vating new opponents to the regime, cials formally agreed with represen- ﬁ"‘“"““""‘:‘.’“""@‘?" two other potential goals: “moderat-
according to administration aod con-  tatives of 27 other nations to create will moderate” in the coming  ing" the regime, or merely guaran-
al sources. a multilateral organization dedicated decade, even though it is unlikely to  teeing that it “never gets nuclear
Gingrich has described Iran as t«uwwingIm'aamill’nn:eotherna‘‘b"'.""""","“"“"”“t°"°°""’“l‘e weapons.” Eoth are comparabie to
“the most dangerous country in the tions from obtaining armaments and G0Nt regional power. what the administration states it is.
world” and for weeks had been quiet- militarily sensitive dual-use goods. The campaign against Iran bas yring 1o do already, by supporting:
ly holding up House approval of a  In approving the new sanctions been strongly supgoned_ by the e trade embargo and pressuring
$28 billion intelligence community against Iran, the Senate agreed to American Israel Public Affairs Com- ;5 ,Jes not to export sensitive
spending bill in an effort to force the ~apply the same penalties against for- Wiftee. the chief pro-lsracl lobbying o quipement to Iran.
administration to accept a covert eign companies that invest in Libya's Ofganization. AIPAC has aggressive- The DLranian government, for its
program that targets the Iranian oil business. ly lobbied for the new sanctions leg- .4 "hy¢ attacked Gingrich for his
government. Sens. Alfonse M. D’Amato (R- islation, which would impose penal- “par'ochial ignorance” and “lack of
With support from Senate law- N.Y.) and Edward M. Kennedy (D- lecs on foreign corporations, banks oo/ <o ikibrium,” The Lranian par-
ers, the administration resisted Mass.) went after Libya, another oil- and lending institutions that make hament;ly speaker, Ali Akbar Na-
providing funding for any program dependent economy, to mark the Majr investments in Iran's o and tegh Nuri, has called Gingrich an
aimed at overthrowing the Iranian seventh anniversary of the bomb:.g a8 irustries, the country’s princi- .fg‘ 'Iur'l"hst theg
regime, as CIA officials said it was of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, 2al source of revenue. le.” Last autumn, co:nt'y
unlikely to succeed. But House and Scotland. Libya has refused to hand _ Clinton already has banned U.S- also said his criticism amounted 1o
Senate negotiators, acting with the over two suspects in the bombiig, 12sd firms from doing business with state terronsm.
consent of key admiaistration offi- which killed 270 people. iran. Congress cannot prohibit for-
cials, hammered out a deal on Tues-  The measure probably would have €ign corporations from investing
day that authorizes secret spending joss effect on Libya than on Iran be- there, but the Senate bill is intended
of up to $20 million for a covert anti- .0 Libya, untike Iran, is already to force foreign organizations to
Iran program. under United Nations sanctions pro- choose between doing business with
Instead of trying to overthrow the hibiting some investment in the oil Iran and doing business with the
regime, however, the program would 4 4 o1 there. United States.
Have the less ambitious aim of trying " (oo “in vemarks this week toa  The Senate bill was put on a fast
to blunt Iran’s extremist policies and o . o | sndon newspaper, As- legislative track because its chief
encourage it to move—even slow- harq al-Awsat, said "our problem is sponsors, including D’Amato, want
ly—toward becoming a democracy, i the people of Iran; it is with to set the Lranian economy back fur-
several sources said. The bill does L heading off several large new
not authorize any spending for lethal e unacceptable behavior of the Ira- ther by g e,
nian government.” He said the trade petroleum development projects for

il id to anti-lran ch Lo ! h
as t}':y a:;ismg: the R;«;:ﬁd;;m’ embargo was meant to “demonstrate Whict. .can has been secking foreign

istration provided to the contra reb- our resolve to compel Tehran to pay partoers.
els in Niczragm to try to destabilize 3 Price for continuing its threatening _ Similar measures are under con-
ivities.” sideration in the House, where staff
the government there, several activities. ) ! edicted
sources said. The president said Washington members of both parties pr prie
The House passed the intelligence could begin a direct dialogue with the adoption of a bill stronger than ban
bill coniaining this secret provision lranian regime only after these activ- Senate bill, probably including a
on Iran yesterday, sources said. Con-  ities stop, according to a transcript of on exports to the United States by
gressional sources said the Senate the intervicw released by the White iltr)mgn corporations_investing in
was expected to approve it as well, House. o™ .
possibly by today, and sources in  CIA Director John M. Deutch and Gingrich has been raising alarms
Congress and the administration pre- other U.S. intelligence officers have about Iran pericdically for at least
dicted President Clinton will sign the told lawmakers in recent months the past year. He has called it a “ter-
legislation shortly after he receives that Iran's leadership faces no seri- fonstic state . - . committed to de-
it. Two sources said the administra- ous domestic opposition for at least feating the West in any way it can
tion has agreed to spend some of the the next three years, and they out- and said Iranian-backed terrorism
anti-Iran funds. lined various difficulties the CIA poses “a permanent, long-term
“For the most part, Gingrich is would face in trying to destabilize the threat to civilized life on this ph'neL
satisfied with the bill,” a spokesman government. :‘le has f:nhcl;p warned lh:ﬂt Iran's :;
for the House speaker said, while de-  One maj i _ forts to develop weapons of mass de-
clining to discuss what the billl sadd.  piap xﬁo%rmr:ot::atzyf:xn struction could enable it “to annihi-
The funding plan is one of several the territory of Iraq, a U.S. enemy late Tel Aviv and in the long run to
recent U.S. initiatives that target the o receive Iragi fund:!ng The Clinton 3nnihilate Chicago or Atlanta”
policies of Iran’s leadership. The ,dminictration has refused to have _ Gingrich told a Jewish group In
government has angered U.S. offi- any dealings with the principal oppo- October that he favored making
cials, who say it has tried to under- o0 group, known a: the Mujahed- “Iran a real project,” after earlier tik-
mine the Middle East peace process, g " piiv ceveral members of Con- ~ning theideatoa “a serious, sophis-,
supported terrorism in the Middle gro'ss have urged the administration ticated campaign plan” or a battle-

East and other regions and allegedly Al € e all sorts bf
tried to creste a nuclear arsenal. to reconsider its position. field effort “that applies all soi



