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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The itementitled "Final text of a treaty on an African nucl ear-weapon-free
zone" was included in the provisional agenda of the fiftieth session of the
Ceneral Assenbly in accordance with Assenbly resol ution 49/138 of

19 Decenber 1994.

2. At its 3rd plenary neeting, on 22 Septenber 1995, the General Assenbly, on
the recommendati on of the General Conmittee, decided to include the iteminits
agenda and to allocate it to the First Conmittee.

3. At its 2nd neeting, on 12 COctober 1995, the First Committee decided to hold
a general debate on all disarmanent and international security itenms allocated
toit, nanely, itens 57 to 78, 80 and 81. The deliberations on those itens took
place at the 3rd to 11th meetings, from 16 to 20 and on 25 and 26 Cctober 1995
(see A/C. 1/50/PV.3-11). Structured discussions of specific subjects within the
adopted thenmatic approach were held from 30 Cctober to 3 Novenber.

Consi deration of draft resolutions on the itens took place at the 13th to

17th nmeetings, from6 to 9 Novenber (see A/C. 1/50/PV.13-17). Action on the
draft resolutions was taken at the 18th to 29th neetings, on 10, 13 to 17, 20
and 21 Novenber (see A/ C 1/50/PV. 18-29).

4, In connection with item78, the First Committee had before it a note of the

Secretary-Ceneral on the final text of the Treaty on an African Nucl ear-Wapon-
Free Zone (A/ 50/426).
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1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESCLUTI ON A/ C. 1/50/L.23 AND Rev. 1

5. At the 16th nmeeting, on 8 Novenber, South Africa, on behalf of the nmenbers
of the Group of African States, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Fina
text of the African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zone Treaty (the Pelindaba Treaty)"
(A/C. 1/50/L.23), which was |l ater also sponsored by the Marshall Islands.

6. On 15 Novenber, the sponsors of the draft resolution submitted a revised
draft resolution (A/C 1/50/L. 23/ Rev. 1), which contained the foll owi ng change:
operative paragraph 7, which had read:

"Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, within existing resources, to extend
to the African States in 1996 such facilities and assistance as nmay be
requested, in order to achieve the ains of the present resolution”,

was revised to read:

"Requests the Secretary-Ceneral, within existing resources, to extend
assistance to the African States in 1996 in order to achieve the ains of
the present resolution.”

7. At its 28th neeting, on 20 Novenber, the Conmmittee adopted draft resolution
A/ C. 1/50/L.23/Rev.1 without a vote (see para. 8).

[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE FI RST COW TTEE
8. The First Committee recommends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft resolution

Final text of the African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zone
Treaty (the Pelindaba Treaty)

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucl earization of Africa 1/
adopted by the Assenbly of Heads of State and Governnent of the Organization of
African Unity at its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from1l7 to
21 July 1964, in which they solemly declare their readi ness to undert ake,

t hrough an international agreenent to be concluded under United Nations
auspi ces, not to nmanufacture or acquire control of atom c weapons,

Recalling its resolution 2033 (XX) of 3 Decenber 1965, in which it endorsed
t he above-nenti oned Decl arati on and expressed the hope that the African States
would initiate studies, as they deened appropriate, with a view to inplenenting
t he denucl earization of Africa and take the necessary neasures, through the
Organi zation of African Unity, to achieve that end,

1/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Twentieth Session, Annexes,
agenda item 105, document A/ 5975.
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Recalling also article VIl of the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nucl ear Weapons, 2/ which acknow edges the right of any group of States to
conclude regional treaties in order to ensure the total absence of nucl ear
weapons in their respective territories,

Bearing in mnd paragraph 60 of the Final Docunent of the Tenth Specia
Session of the General Assenbly, 3/ the first special session devoted to
di sarmanent, which states that the establishnment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones on
the basis of arrangements freely arrived at anong the States of the region
concerned constitutes an inportant disarmanment neasure,

Bearing in mind also the provisions of resolution CM Res. 1592
(LXII/Rev.1) 4/ on the inplenentation of the Treaty declaring Africa a nucl ear-
weapon-free zone, adopted by the Council of Mnisters of the O ganization of
African Unity at its sixty-second ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from
21 to 23 June 1995,

Noti ng the adoption by the Heads of State and Governnent of the
Organi zation of African Unity at their thirty-first ordinary session, held at
Addi s Ababa from 24 to 28 June 1995, of the African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free-Zone
Treaty (the Pelindaba Treaty),

Noting also that the Treaty contains three Protocols open to the signature
of States that, de jure or de facto, are internationally responsible for
territories that lie within the limts of the geographical zone established in
the Pelindaba Treaty and to the signature of States possessing nucl ear weapons,
and convi nced that the cooperation of such States is necessary for the greater
ef fecti veness of the Treaty,

Recogni zi ng that the establishment of nucl ear-weapon-free zones contributes
to the strengthening of the international non-proliferation regine,

Consi dering that the establishnent of nucl ear-weapon-free zones, especially
in the Mddl e East, would enhance the security of Africa and the viability of
the African nucl ear-weapon-free zone,

1. Wl cones with special satisfaction the adoption by the African | eaders
of the final text of the African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free-Zone Treaty (the Pelindaba
Treaty), which constitutes an event of historic significance in the efforts to
prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to pronote international peace
and security and which, at the sane tine, recognizes the right of African
countries to use nucl ear energy for peaceful purposes in order to accelerate the
econom ¢ and soci al devel opnent of their peoples;

2/ Resol ution 2373 (XXl 1), annex.
3/ Resol ution S-10/ 2.

/ A 50/ 647, annex.
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2. Invites the African States to sign and ratify the Pelindaba Treaty as

soon as possi bl e;

3. Calls upon all States to respect the continent of Africa as a nucl ear-
weapon-free zone;

4. Calls upon the States contenplated in Protocol 11l to the Pelindaba
Treaty to take all necessary nmeasures to ensure the speedy application of the
Treaty to territories for which they are, de jure or de facto, internationally
responsi ble and which lie within the imts of the geographi cal zone established
in the Treaty;

5. Calls upon the nucl ear-weapon States to bring the necessary support to
t he Pel i ndaba Treaty by signing the Protocols that concern themas soon as the
Treaty becones avail able for signature;

6. Expresses its profound gratitude to the Secretary-General for the
diligence with which he has rendered effective technical advice and financial

assistance to the Organization of African Unity towards the six neetings of the
G oup of Experts to Prepare a Draft Treaty on an African Nucl ear-\Wapon- Free
Zone, set up jointly by the Organization of African Unity and the United
Nat i ons;

7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral, within existing resources, to extend
assistance to the African States in 1996 in order to achieve the ainms of the
present resol ution;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session an itementitled "African Nucl ear-Wapon-Free Zone Treaty".



